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Courtesy of Sherman and Joan Feller
SPECTACULAR VIEWS...The Alaska Railroad passes through the Denali
National Forest, presenting innumerable scenes beyond imagination on the way
from Denali to Whittier, Alaska, where a cruise ship awaits to take vacationers
through Glacier Bay to Ketchikan and Vancouver, Canada.

Courtesy of Catherine Manning
FAR EAST TRAVEL...Michael Manning of Westfield enjoys Singapore this
summer, including the Thian Hock Keng Temple and Merlion Statue.

SAVE up To 57%

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday 10:00-9:00 • Sunday 12-5:30

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 300 $129
FULL ea. pc. 420 $199

C R Y S TA L
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 390 $199
FULL ea. pc. 530 $269
QUEEN set 1210 $599
KING set 1860 $969

J A D E
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 530 $269
FULL ea. pc. 670 $349
QUEEN set 1550 $799
KING set 2330 $1199

S A P P H I R E
SUGG. SALE

TWIN ea. pc. 720 $369
FULL ea. pc. 860 $449
QUEEN set 1940 $999
KING set 2870 $1499

4 DAYSONLY!

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07060 • (908)756-7623

WE PURCHASED SHIFMAN QUALITY BEDDING BY THE TRUCKLOAD
TO SAVE YOU MONEY. EVERY STYLE IS ON SALE, INCLUDING
ALL FIRMNESSES AND SIZES. IF YOU HAVE BEEN THINKING OF
PURCHASING A NEW MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. 
SHIFMAN. HANDCRAFTED FOR QUALITY AND VALUE SINCE 1893.

TTRRUUCCKKLLOOAADD SSAALLEE

21st District News

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.- Westfield
Asm. Jon Bramnick - Westfield

Asm. Eric Munoz - Summit

Laser Beam Interference Bill
Becomes Law

Purposely or knowingly pointing a
laser beam at a transportation vehicle
is a disorderly offense. Legislation
sponsored by Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick that
would make pointing a laser lighting
device at the operator of various trans-
portation vehicles a disorderly per-
sons offense was recently signed into
law. The penalty would be a fine of up
to $2,000, imprisonment of up to six
months, or both.

“This legislation is in response to a
series of dangerous incidents around
the country where pilots reported that
laser beams were shone into the cock-
pits of their aircraft, but it also applies
to cars, trucks and trains,” said Sen.
Kean. “While hand-held lasers are
excellent tools for offices and schools,
using them irresponsibly poses nu-
merous safety risks.”

This bill also upgrades the offense
to a crime if the offender purposely,
knowingly or recklessly causes bodily
injury or property damage. The degree
of the crime is determined by the ex-
tent of the injury or property damage.

“This is a public safety issue,” added
Asm. Bramnick. “Even brief expo-
sure can cause a pilot or driver to
become disoriented and lead to a po-
tential dangerous situation.”

Assemblyman Eric Munoz sup-
ported the measure and said, “Point-
ing a laser into someone’s eye is not
only a safety concern but can also
cause severe eye damage. It’s impor-
tant that we deter such activity.”

The bill defines “laser lighting de-
vice” as a device which emits a laser
beam that is designed to be used by
the operator as a pointer or highlighter
to indicate, mark or identify a spe-
cific position, place, item or object.

Summer Intern Program
Mr. Kean, Jr., Mr. Munoz and Mr.

Bramnick recently honored interns
who volunteered in their Westfield
and Summit offices this past year
during a luncheon. Participants re-
ceived a citation signed by the legis-
lators acknowledging their hard work
and dedication on behalf of the con-
stituents of District 21.

“Our community is fortunate to
have so many enthusiastic, intelli-
gent young people eager to help out
and learn about their local govern-
ment,” stated Sen. Kean. “It is our
hope that by interning at our offices,
these students gain a deeper under-
standing of the legislative process
they would not gain elsewhere.”

Asm. Munoz noted that the intern-
ship program is intended to help cul-
tivate a student’s interest in govern-
mental service. “Many of our interns
have shown prior interest in govern-
ment by taking relevant classes in

Laser Beam Law,
Interns Thanked

school, participating in various sum-
mer programs, or reading about the
legislative process in their spare time.
They show a remarkable familiarity
with the issues, and yet are always
eager to learn more.”

Asm. Bramnick said that they were
an exceptional group of students who
were more than willing to undertake
any assignment given to them. “I truly
admire the work ethic and motivation
shown by every one of our interns.
We are fortunate to have such a large
group of intelligent young people vol-
unteering their time to work in our
busy legislative offices.”

Devin Walsh of Cranford, who will
be a freshman this fall at Princeton
University, had this to say about her
experiences: “I have always been in-
terested in government, but interning
at the legislative office took my curi-
osity to the next level. I got to meet
the legislators, interact with constitu-
ents and deal with the pressing issues
that affect our community every single
day. I am very grateful I had this
opportunity and encourage all inter-
ested students to apply.”

For more information on LD21 af-
fairs, please call the legislative office
at (908) 232-3673.

‘Preserve Union County’
Grant Program Returns

COUNTY – The Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund is distributing applica-
tions for the “Preserve Union County
2007” grant program, which is designed
to help preserve historic sites and archi-
tecture in Union County. The program
was originated in 2003 with $500,000 in
matching funds granted to purchase and
refurbish 12 county historic sites.

The current application period will
conclude on Monday, September 17, with
$500,000 being made available for
projects that include the acquisition, sta-
bilization, rehabilitation, restoration and
preservation of historic sites by county,
municipal and qualified non-profit his-
toric preservation organizations.

All sites must be listed on the New
Jersey Register of Historic Places or cer-
tified by the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, Historic Preservation Of-
fices as eligible for listing on the register.

All grant recipients must agree to place
the subject site on the National or New

MVC Inspects Buses In
Time for Back to School

TRENTON – New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission (MVC) Chief Ad-
ministrator Sharon Harrington Tuesday
joined the MVC’s School Bus Inspec-
tion Unit for a bus fleet inspection at the
Rick Bus Company. She outlined the
specifics of the School Bus Inspection
Program and provided details on what
the unit looks for when conducting an
inspection.

“We are dedicated to ensuring the
safety of both drivers and their vehicles,
therefore, it is only natural that school
buses are included in the MVC’s safety
efforts,” Ms. Harrington said. “When
parents wave goodbye to their children
as they board the bus each morning, they
should feel secure knowing that our
inspectors complete a thorough review
of each vehicle twice a year.”

The MVC’s School Bus Inspection
Unit is responsible for inspecting all
New Jersey-registered vehicles used for
school transportation, including school
buses, small school vehicles, dual-pur-
pose vehicles and summer camp ve-
hicles. MVC inspectors check over 180
items on each vehicle, in addition to a
review of gas, diesel, emissions, main-
tenance records and daily driver reports.

Traveling throughout New Jersey, in-
spection teams visit approximately 1,300
inspection locations comprising more
than 22,000 school vehicles, which are
inspected semiannually.

Prior to 1998, all school vehicles were
required to visit New Jersey inspection
facilities. But the passage of the School
Bus Enhanced Safety Inspection Act
revolutionized the inspection process
by permitting the MVC to conduct on-
site inspections, allowing better moni-
toring of carrier operations and mainte-
nance procedures, interaction with me-
chanics and access to records.

The MVC’s total yearly inspection
counts for the semiannual process are
over 78,000, which include re-inspec-
tions. Of those vehicles inspected, 40
percent are placed out-of-service, while
30 percent are issued 30-day rejection

stickers. Violations can range from seri-
ous issues, such as brake and steering
system problems, to minor items, such
as interior dome and step lighting. Once
the MVC has re-inspected the vehicles,
approximately 91 percent are deemed
safe for road use.

“It is because of our commitment to
the safety of the state’s students that the
MVC has one of the most stringent
school bus inspection programs in the
country,” Ms. Harrington noted. “Our
program combines Department of Edu-
cation and federal requirements, as well
as particular items the MVC feels are
important to monitor. It is due to our
meticulous inspection process that par-
ents can rest assured that both minor and
major defects will be detected.”

In addition to scheduled inspections,
the School Bus Inspection Unit also
performs monthly, unannounced inspec-
tions with the New Jersey State Police as
part of the New Jersey School Bus Task
Force. These inspections are performed
to ensure that bus companies and school
districts are keeping accurate records
and completing regular maintenance on
their buses in the months between the
MVC’s visits. Along with making sure
all school vehicles are safe and in good
working order, the MVC’s School Bus
Inspection Unit also makes sure all driv-
ers are properly licensed and have their
paperwork up to date. In New Jersey, all
individuals who wish to transport stu-
dents must have a Commercial Driver
License (CDL) with “P” (passenger)
and “S” (school bus) endorsements. To
obtain and keep a CDL and the proper
endorsements, drivers need to meet sev-
eral criteria, which include undergoing
a thorough criminal background check
and a complete medical review.

In October 2005, the MVC, with the
support of the New Jersey Office of
Information Technology, rolled out a
system allowing the public to access
school bus inspection records. To obtain
the inspection data for the two most
recent years, please access njmvc.gov.

Jersey Registers of Historic Places, if not
currently listed. If the site is not listed on
the New Jersey Register of Historic Places
or has not received a determination of
eligibility from the New Jersey Preserva-
tion Office, information concerning the
site and pending designation must be sub-
mitted to the office of the trust fund.
Certification of eligibility must be re-
ceived and submitted to the county as a
condition of program eligibility.

All applications will be reviewed by
the Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund
Public Advisory Committee and are sub-
ject to final approval by the freeholder
standing committee in addition to a vote
by the full body of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Applications can be requested by call-
ing (908) 558-2277 or by visiting the
Office of Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation on the sixth floor of
the Union County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth.

“When it absolutely
must get there.”

goleader.com/express


