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County Hires New Medical
Examiner Out of Newark

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Following a na-
tional search, Union County has found
its new medical examiner (ME) in
neighboring Essex County.

Dr. Zhongxue Hua of New York
City, who will begin his new position
September 4, replaces Dr. Leonard
Zaretski, whose contract was not re-
newed, according to Sebastian D’Elia,
Union County spokesman. Mr. D’Elia
said Dr. Hua is considered one of the
best medical examiners in the state.

The Star-Ledger reported last month
that Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said Dr. Zaretski’s five-
year contract was not renewed due to
poor job performance and because he
lacked board certifications in forensic
pathology and neuropathology. Dr.
Zaretski’s had claimed he was forced
out. When reached for comment by
The Westfield Leader and The Times
on Friday, Mr. Romankow opted not
to comment on Dr. Zaretski.

Dr. Hua holds a medical degree from
Peking Union Medical College in
Beijing, China, and a doctorate in bio-
chemistry from the University of Roch-
ester, N.Y. He is an assistant clinical
professor of pathology at Albert Einstein
College of Medicine in the Bronx, N.Y.,
and an attending neuropathologist at
Jacobi Medical Center and North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital in the Bronx.

Mr. D’Elia said Dr. Hua would be
paid $187,230, nearly a $40,000 hike
over his predecessor, who made
$144,598 annually. Also joining the
county’s ME office is Dr. Hua’s assis-
tant in Newark, Dr. Junaid Shakh,
who will be paid $160,000.

“The Union County medical exam-
iner office does about 250 autopsies a
year. We are one of the few counties that
has an ME office,” Mr. D’Elia said.

The four-member county search com-
mittee included Union County Direc-
tor of Pubic Safety Harold Gibson,
County Police Director Dan Vaniska

and Union County Assistant Prosecu-
tors David Hancock and Ann Luvera.

“It was the consensus of the commit-
tee that this was indeed the best- quali-
fied person. The question was whether
we could get him,” Mr. Gibson said.

He said the committee, which inter-
viewed four of the 10 applicants who
submitted résumés, wanted a candi-
date that was certified to be an ME.

Although it conducted a national ad
campaign, the county found its new
medical examiner working in the re-
gional ME’s office in Newark. That
office handles cases for Essex, Hudson,
Passaic and Somerset Counties.

“We are extremely fortunate to move
into the superstar quality [for the ME
office],” Mr. Romankow said. “[Dr.
Hua] is terrific. Union County has
hired an eminently-qualified medical
examiner. [He is] one of the foremost
medical examiners in the nation.”

Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski said in a
press release Dr. Hua has “an impres-
sive résumé and impeccable creden-
tials. We have confidence in his abili-
ties.”

“We recruited nationally because
we wanted the best,” said Union
County Manager George Devanney.
“There was a very small pool of medi-
cal examiners as qualified as Dr. Hua;
he will be an asset to Union County.”

On his new job, Dr. Hua told The
Leader/Times that Union County
needs a full-time ME office. The of-
fice had one full-time doctor, Dr.
Zaretski, and five per-diem profes-
sionals. Dr. Hua said he and Dr. Shaikh
would work full-time in the county’s
office, located in Westfield. The of-
fice will have one per-diem doctor to
handle cases on weekends.

Dr. Hua said the role of the county
office is to “make sure that the dead
patient has someone talking for them.”
He said the Newark regional ME of-
fice has a $6 million budget and a staff
of 60 to 70 staff and does 200 to 300
homicide-related autopsies annually.

According to the Union County Of-
fice of Public Information, the county
ME office handles 35 to 40 homicides
per year with an annual budget of
$963,500, of which $593,500 is for
salaries and a full-time staff of eight.

“I was really, really impressed with
the County of Union from top down,”
Dr Hua said. “They have an interest
in fixing the problem.”

He also wants the Union County
accredited with the National Associ-
ated of Medical Examiners within three
years. Only Bergen County and the
Newark regional offices are accredited
out of the 18 ME offices statewide.

County Freeholders Introduce
Budget Cap of $24.07 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday unveiled its annual capital
budget of $24,074,572. The board
will vote to adopt the plan at its Sep-
tember 6 meeting.

Included capital projects in the ordi-
nance are $6.4 million for repair and
replacement of county bridges, of
which $2.3 million will be bonded. A
$4 million federal grant will fund the
balance of the project. Other road re-
pairs include $1 million for inspecting
and repairing culverts and $2.8 mil-
lion for traffic-signal rehabilitation.

Another $834,300 will be used for
the preliminary phases including archi-
tectural and engineering, as well as a
feasibility study of construction plans
for a new visitors center at the Warinanco
indoor skating center. The money will
also pay for the preparation of a con-
ceptual design to replace Wheeler Park
Pool in Linden, developing plans for
infrastructure and improvements at the
Deserted Village of Feltville in Berke-
ley Heights and development of plans
for the renovation of the Octagon build-
ing at Warinanco Park.

Another $1.2 million will fund rec-
reation facility improvements, such
as upgrading the irrigation system at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, improvements to the scout
camping area at the Watchung Reser-
vation, upgrading the fire-alarm and
security systems at county park build-
ings, roof and exterior improvements
at the maintenance building at the
Houdaille Quarry in Springfield, roof
repairs at the Warinanco administra-
tion buildings and improvements to
the Echo Lake boathouse.

The county plans to reconstruct the
firearms range in Springfield at a cost
of $257, 500. $1 million will be spent
in “supplemental funding” for addi-
tions to Baxel and West Halls for the
new allied health and medical sci-
ence program at the Union County
Vocational Technical schools in
Scotch Plains. The county appropri-
ated $20 million for the project in a
bond ordinance in 2005.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion supporting legislation proposed
by Assemblyman Neil Cohen (D-20,
Roselle) regarding animal fighting.
The proposal, which follows Atlanta
Falcons’ quarterback Michael Vick’s
involvement in a dog-fighting ring,
would provide for more stringent fines
for animal fighting in New Jersey.

The board accepted, through a reso-
lution, an “interoperability commu-
nications vehicle, a 2007 Chevrolet
Suburban, from the New Jersey State
Office of Homeland Security and Pre-
paredness through Urban Area Secu-
rity Initiative (UASI) program. The
vehicle and its equipment are valued
at $110,000, according to the agenda.

The county accepted a $5,000 grant
as part of the “Over The Limit Under
Arrest” 2007 drunk-driving program.

The board remembered late New
York Yankees shortstop and long-time
broadcaster Phil Rizzuto, a Hillside
resident for years, with a resolution.

“He was a friend of Union County
and a great ball player,” Freeholder

Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski said.
During the public portion of the

meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
asked the board to form a special com-
mittee to review the county’s hiring
practices following employee related
lawsuits brought against the county.
He cited three lawsuits over the past
three years and a newspaper report on
“possible partisan hiring” by the
county, noting the story reported that
“party bosses” from 11 of the 21 towns
in the county are Union County em-
ployees.

Mr. Paterson mentioned a Union
County Watchdog Association study
that found 600 names of employees on
the county payroll that are “similar to
the names of politicians and, yes, free-
holders, all of the same political party
that is in control of this county.”

“That is nearly 20 percent of the
county’s work force. Although the
study did not say how many are actu-
ally related, it raises an eyebrow,” Mr.
Paterson told the freeholders. He said
the study reported that County Man-
ager George Devanney’s mother, a
senior, is a county employee.

“There are financially strapped se-
niors out there that may need that job
a lot more than mom to make ends
meet,” he said. “Plus, how can one
fire the county manager’s mother if
she is incompetent?”

Following the meeting, Ms.
Kowalski said she would not com-
ment on Mr. Paterson’s statement be-
cause it involved ongoing litigation.

She referred to the Watchdog’ re-
port connecting freeholders to the list
of surnames on the county payroll as
“absurd.”

“[The list] doesn’t really make any
sense,” she said.

Linden resident Jerry Jacobs said
the county needs to “make it easier
when you have to get rid of and dis-
pose of hazardous waste.”

Ms. Kowalski said the county holds
multiple hazardous waste collections
a year, during which residents can
drop off materials at designated loca-
tions. She said the next event would
be held Wednesday, September 29, at
Union County College in Cranford.

“We are trying to get the word out
in the newspapers and on the website,”
she said.

Cty. Worker Charged
With Misconduct

ELIZABETH - Union County Po-
lice, August 21, arrested a 36-year-old
Union County maintenance worker
and charged him with official miscon-
duct, a second-degree crime, for alleg-
edly smuggling and selling a cell phone
and tobacco to an inmate inside the
Union County Jail, authorities said.

The employee, Joseph Pecoraro, a
resident of Elizabeth, was brought in
for questioning from the jail at 8 a.m.
Wednesday and charged with official
misconduct, which could carry a 5 to
10-year sentence after conviction.
Pecoraro has been suspended with-
out pay, pending the outcome of the
criminal matter.

Authorities developed information
through confidential sources, which
resulted in an internal mutual investi-
gation by county police detectives
and the Union County jail’s internal
affairs investigators.

Pecoraro allegedly smuggled the cell
phone in and sold tobacco numerous
times in the jail to the same inmate
between April and August 22nd this
year, according to county police.

County police, who said the arrest
is part of an ongoing investigation at
the facility and that additional charges
may occur, charged and released him.

Pecoraro, who has the title of se-
nior maintenance repairer, was hired
in June 1999 and earned $48,671.

DWC Reports on 5K Run
Event and Participation

WESTFIELD – On July 25, the
sixth annual Downtown Westfield 5K
and Pizza Extravaganza drew more
than 2,000 participants.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) organized the event, which
was directed by Mark Zenobia of On
Your Mark Productions (OYMP).

More than 2,200 runners registered
for the race, the event’s largest num-
ber thus far. The runners originated
mostly from New Jersey, but also as
far away as California and the United
Kingdom. They consumed 540 pizza
pies, cookies and refreshments.

DWC executive director Sherry
Cronin said, “This exciting event was
a way for the DWC to showcase
Westfield’s successful historic down-
town shopping and dining district and
quaint surrounding neighborhoods.”

Gene Mitchell of the Running Com-
pany of Westfield came in first place
with a time of 15:21.  Westfield’s Kris
Kagan finished in 19th place, clocking
in at 16:53. Amy Vanalstine of Mid-
land Park was the first woman to cross
the finish line, with a time of 18:02.

Dozens of businesses provided fi-
nancial and other support for the event.

Westfield’s department of public
works provided the stage, garbage re-
moval, chairs and barricades. The po-
lice department handled traffic control
and road closures . The fire department
provided hose-down areas for the run-
ners. The Westfield Rescue Squad was
on hand in case of any injuries. Mayor
Andy Skibitsky emceed the event and
taped a TV36 program.

More than 100 volunteers assisted at
the event; Meg Mehorter was volunteer
coordinator. The Westfield Jaycees
handed out pizza and cookies. Girl
Scouts handled water stops. Westfield

Y volunteers also assisted, and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
helped with course marshals.

For more information about
Westfield downtown events, call the
DWC at (908) 789-9444.

COMMUNITY SERVICE...Westfield Foundation President Barbara Doyle Frantz,
left, welcomes incoming board-of-trustee members Ann Robinson, Donnell Carr
and Lawrence Goldman. The three new members have each served multiple
community organizations during the decades they have lived in town. The 15-
member Westfield Foundation trustee board oversees the administration of the
more than 90 funds through which the foundation serves the Westfield community.

Eldercare Info. Online
At Springfield Library
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield

Free Public Library has a new addi-
tion to its online research capabilities
both at the library and from home.

Find EBASCO under “Online Da-
tabases,” then find “Eldercare” in the
left margin. This will allow users to
search nursing homes, assisted liv-
ing, home health and hospice provi-
sions. Users can get quality ratings,
caregiver tips and state resources.

Users will be able to access both
current news and archives. For re-
mote access from outside the library,
users must enter the bar code number
from the back of their Springfield
Public Library card. For help with
access, contact the library, located at
66 Mountain Avenue, or call (973)
376-4930, extension 228.

Former WF Resident
Receives Honor

WESTFIELD –Mark Cerefice, for-
merly of Westfield, an internal medi-
cal resident at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity Hospital in Philadelphia, has
won the 2007 Gold Foundation Hu-
manism and Excellence in Teaching
Award for “demonstrated commit-
ment to teaching and compassionate
treatment of patients, families, stu-
dents and colleagues.”

Dr. Cerefice will begin a fellowship
in Gastroenterology at the University
of Virginia Medical Center in 2008.


