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St. Joseph Battles St. Patrick to 10-10 Deadlock
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

veteran pitcher Tony Blasi was forced
to issue an intentional walk in the
ninth to St. Joe leadoff hitter Lou
Messano (2 singles, 2 runs scored).

In addition to Marks’ and Monroy’s
offensive efforts, Bob Guy contrib-
uted heavily to the Pats’ 24-hit bar-
rage with a pair of singles, a triple and
a double to go with an RBI and a run
scored. Paul Bifani (RBI, run scored)
and John DeProspero (2 runs scored)
each rapped three singles, Frank Pepe
and Gary Cardinale each singled twice
and scored once, and Dennis Hercel
tapped a pair of RBI singles. Kevin
St. Onge drilled an RBI double, Blasi
had an RBI single and Jack Kennedy
scored once and drove in the tying
run in the ninth.

Tom Straniero bounced a two-run
single and an RBI single, while scor-
ing once, and Marty Bernstein bashed
a pair of RBI singles and added a
single, while scoring twice, for the
Joe boys, who totaled 18 hits. Lou
Blau (run scored) drilled an RBI
double and singled. Pat Enright and
Don Rinaldo each had two singles
and an RBI. Stan Lesniewski (RBI),
Dan Margolis and Bryant Pantano
each singled and scored once. Dean
Talcott and Jerry Miccolis (RBI) each
tapped a single and Bruce Logan
scored once.

Although there were a few base-
running mental errors, especially from
some unlikely individuals, and a few
fielding lapses, also from some un-

likely sources, there were a few acts
of defensive genius. Shortstop
Messano initiated a second-to-first
double play (DP) and was the middle-
man in a pitcher-to-second-to-first
DP. He was also on the application
end of a gun down from right field to
nail a runner at second. Bernstein
made a diving grab at second, Paul
Newton absorbed a liner in left and
Straniero, who refused to let any balls
get by him, except one, made a very
crafty putout in the eighth. Pat short-
stop Monroy turned a second-to-first
DP. Marks gunned down a runner
from left, Hercel stopped a liner at
first and St. Onge hauled in a long
shot in right field.

With Monroy and St. Onge hitting
back-to-back RBI doubles and Blasi
following with an RBI single, the
Pats took a 4-0 lead in the first.
Lesniewski, Rinaldi and Miccolis
poked RBI singles in the second to
narrow the score to 4-3.

“That’s more runs than they scored
all year,” scoffed Pepe.

In the bottom of the second,
DeProspero dinged a single off the tip
of his bat. “Might want a little more
chalk on your cue,” suggested Marks.
Four additional singles and a sac fly
later, the Pats led 6-3. Marks singled
and scored in the third, upping the
score to 7-3.

When the Joes came in to bat in
the fourth, Lesniewski lamented,
“Come on guys! We got to keep the

pressure on.”
With Messano and Bernstein on

the bases, Straniero spotted his buddy
Pepe playing first and ripped an RBI
single past him. Enright added an
RBI single tightening the score, 7-5.
Cardinale singled and scored in the
Pat half of the inning but with the
score still the same in the sixth, he
uttered, “Let’s get some runs. It’s too
close.” Hercel listened and looped an
RBI single to make the score 9-5.

With the pressure on, Joe boys
Pantano and Messano singled and
Bernstein followed with a bad-hop
RBI single. Straniero stepped up, saw
Pepe still guarding first, and deliber-
ately zinged a two-run single past him.

“The challenge was there and I
won it,” explained Straniero.

Pepe added, “Straniero is playing
way over his head.”

Blau tied the game with his RBI
double.

Chupko issued his first intentional
walk, which resulted in a silent sev-
enth for the Pats. In the ninth, Blasi
issued his intentional walk but
Bernstein put the Joes up 10-9 with
an RBI single. In the bottom of the
inning, Kennedy knotted the score
with a two-out RBI sac fly. Chupko
issued back-to-back intentional walks
to Marks and Monroy, respectively.
He then got St. Onge to ground out to
short.
St. Joseph 030 200 401 10
St. Patrick 421 101 001 10

Courtesy of the Boston Cannons
SLIPPING PAST A LIZARD…Matt Poskay, right, of Clark slips past Long Island Lizard John Gagliardi in front of more
than 9,000 fans at Harvard Stadium on August 2. Poskay scored four of his team’s 17 goals in the final home game of the
season, beating the Lizards by just one goal.

Will Coaching, Going ‘Pro’ Satisfy
Poskay’s Appetite for Lacrosse?

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — Matt Poskay was 9-
years-old when his older brother
Timothy tossed a netted stick into his
hand. Less than 10 years later, just
two games into his senior year at
Arthur L. Johnson High School, the
Clark native broke the national high
school scoring record in lacrosse.

A full scholarship to the University
of Virginia followed, where the Cava-
liers would see two national champi-
onships in four years.

In 2006, Poskay was drafted to the
Boston Cannons, and last month he
was named MVP of Major League
Lacrosse’s All-Star game at Harvard
Stadium. Poskay’s secret formula to
success? “Never be satisfied.”

During the off-season and between
games, Poskay runs his own lacrosse
camp and is the assistant football,
basketball and lacrosse coach for ALJ
High School.

The ambitious 23-year-old told The
Westfield Leader and The Times, “I
could have been satisfied with my
high school record, or getting into U.
Va., or playing for the Cannons. But
I’m always working harder, and I
believe there’s always room for im-
provement.”

He added, “I know I’m going to
make mistakes on the field and off the
field, but I always keep in mind that

I’m going to get another shot. In
general, I try not to be bothered by the
little things and take that (attitude)
over to the field.”

At 6' and 204 lbs, Poskay wasn’t
limited to lacrosse in high school. He
was a three-year starter in football,
First-Team All-State quarterback as a
senior and a starting point guard for
three years on the basketball team.

Poskay said, “I always had a ball in
my hand – and I’ve loved every one of
them.” Poskay said, “starting on top”

was one of the most defining mo-
ments of his career at U. Va.

The Cavaliers won the national
championship his very first year. A

“rollercoaster ride” followed, with a
loss at the playoff spot as a sopho-
more, and then a foiled victory over
Johns Hopkins the next year.

Major League Lacrosse was
founded by fitness guru Jake
Steinfeld in 2001. In an exclu-
sive telephone interview with
The Leader/Times, the man be-
hind Body By Jake Enterprises
said that he believes professional
lacrosse will one day have the
same stature as other major
league organizations. “I believe
when you put the best players
on the field with any sport, you
have as good a chance as any
because American fans are very
discerning.” The motivational
speaker, best-selling author and
philanthropist has often said,
“American sports fans love hit-
ting, scoring and speed,” and
added, “this game has it all.”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFTFULLY SLIDING UNDER THE TAG AT SECOND…St. Joe’s Tom Straniero slides under the tag of St. Pat second
baseman Paul Bifani in the seventh inning. The Pats and the Joes battled to a nine-inning, 10-10 tie.

Courtesy Body by Jake for The Leader/Times
FITNESS GURU…Jake Steinfeld of
Body By Jake Enterprises founded Ma-
jor League Lacrosse in 2001.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 
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FANWOOD CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION $449,900
Spacious & updated 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split set on a beautiful cul-de-sac with park-like property.
Newly remodeled kitchen with updated appliances, newer full bath & interior/exterior recently painted.
Large family room on lower level.  Laundry/mud room on ground level.  HWF under carpet.  1-car
attached garage.  Make this wonderful, well-maintained home yours today!  (052111341)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM COLONIAL $849,000
This custom Center Entry Colonial boasts the very best of quality craftsmanship combined with tasteful
upgrades and amenities.  Set high on nearly an acre of wooded property overlooking some of Scotch Plains
most notable homes, you are just moments from shops, schools, transportation & recreation.  (052111240)

FANWOOD SPACIOUS COLONIAL $388,500
Wonderful first home or a commuter’s dream, just steps from the Fanwood Train Station.  Come see this
lovely 3 bedroom, 1 bath Colonial with spacious living room, dining room, and a fenced-in backyard.
Don’t wait if location, transportation and charm are on your list.  (052111249)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/26  1-5PM $829,000
Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10 room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find.  From its gorgeous 11x12
custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to its expansive park-like decking with a 13
1/2’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior.  You’ll be captured by its charm and detail.  DIR: Raritan
Rd. to Rahway lt Greensview Dr. lt Greensview Ct. #3  (052001296)

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,369,000
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of
new construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer
flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a
large family room with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom
mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.
Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.
Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (052000835)

WESTFIELD HISTORIC BOULEVARD $899,900
This home, set on Historic Boulevard, is a true classic.  The perfect location, in the heart of town provides
easy access to schools, transportation & shopping.  Traditional architectural details such as arched doorways,
inlaid wood floors, original chestnut moldings & paneled doors lend charm to the interior.  The perfect
floor plan, graced by large rooms and lit by oversized windows, exudes a feeling of old-world elegance.  The
deceptively spacious home offers 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, eat-in kitchen, a recent screened porch renovation
and a private yard.  Truly an exceptional opportunity.  (052111401)


