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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beautiful Summer Day
At Classic Ol’ Ballyards

“Under the spreading chestnut tree,
the village … ah, sportswriters sat.”

With apologies to Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, that was the
first thing that came to mind one day
earlier this summer out in Hunterdon
County. Longfellow penned his fa-
mous poem “The Village Blacksmith”
in 1841. But I thought of the spread-
ing chestnut tree on July 21, a beauti-
ful Saturday afternoon some 166 years
later, as I hung out with Lowell Snare
and watched a Connie Mack League
playoff game at Clinton’s historic
Gebhardt Field.

Hanging out with Lowell is an
amazing experience. I learned that
the spreading chestnut tree was actu-
ally a sycamore, and that it was just
an acorn when Lowell first started
hanging out at Gebhardt. It’s a field
where he once played and also helped
put in the cement dugouts that re-
cently had to be taken out when roots
of a tree (probably planted in the
1930s) started growing up through
cracks in the dugout.

Lowell seemingly has a story about
every player or every person who
walks past. And you know the un-
written rule “no rooting in the press
box” of journalism? Forget about that
with Lowell, who gives pep talks to
the Clinton players after a well-hit
ball is snagged by a defender. But
Lowell is I guess what you’d call
“Clinton’s Bruce Johnson” … or
maybe I’m “Westfield’s Lowell
Snare.” The guy lives and dies with
North Hunterdon sports and, believe
it or not, we share the same year of
graduation (though he’s older!).

Anyhow, it was a picture perfect
afternoon, high in the 70s, low humid-
ity, and nice shade under the spreading
sycamore tree. It was 2007, but it
could’ve been 1937 or 1957, with
Gebhardt’s covered wooden grand-
stand holding most of the big, and
loud, crowd. Luckily they were on
different sides of the grandstand when
a major disagreement broke out and an
Old Bridge coach was ejected, and
then got into it with some Clinton fans.

The game had everything — good
pitching, gutty pitching, great plays,
a grand-slam home run, sacrifice
bunts, stolen bases and even came
down to the final out. Old Bridge, the
home team despite the game being
played in Clinton, trailed by a run but
loaded the bases with one out in the
bottom of the seventh, and had its No.
3 and 4 hitters coming up. But a
strikeout and a pop out (by the kid
who had the le gran’ salamy earlier)
ended the taut drama.

Speaking of great ol’ ballyards, I
watched the first two games of
Pennsylvania’s Blue Mountain
League playoffs, at Dimmick Park in
Hellertown (Aug. 12), just outside
Bethlehem, and Picchiola Field (Aug.
14) in Martin’s Creek, just north of
Easton. Talk about unique fields,
Dimmick’s is just 346 feet in dead
center, while it’s 330 and 340 down
the lines, and 384 and 380 in the
power alleys. Picchiola also had “off”
dimensions, outfield fences with dif-
ferent heights and excellent hot dogs.
Both had covered wooden grand-
stands and, best of all, they used
wooden bats, meaning seven innings
of ping-free baseball, in the after-
noon, on natural grass!

LEGION BASEBALL
It was great to see that Westfield

American Legion Post 3 posted a
very respectable 13-6 record this sum-
mer under coach Ken Miller, using
only players who still have high school
eligibility left. Post 3 finished fourth
in the very competitive Union County
League, but only the top three teams
made the state tournament. The play-
ers included (alphabetically, and with
some key batting or pitching stats): p-
1b Mike Cappiello (.500, 2-2), cf
Evan Einstein, lf Jesse Embry (.387),
ss Rob Granstrand, p Joe Green (3-1),
3b Matt Isabella, rf Mike Lessner, c
Matt Loughlin, ss-p Mike Melillo (3-
2), 2b Mark Melino, lf-1b Mike
Mosier (.447), c-rf A.J. Murray, c
Mike Nanna, p Ryan Scanlon (5-0),
dh Evan Shapiro (.373), and cf-rf Joe
Vall-Llobera (.451). Upcoming se-

nior c Justin Olsen (Staten Island)
and junior p Chris Jenkins (Nutley)
opted to play elsewhere.

Interestingly, the majority of play-
ers on the Alpha legion team that won
the District 2 Tournament, July 27-29
in Ewing, was made up of players
from the Phillipsburg team that WHS
handled in the North 2 Group 4 sec-
tional semifinals. And the winner of
the state American Legion tourna-
ment was Edison Father & Son, which
was led by pitcher Gary Thompson,
the same guy who beat WHS in the
sectional final.

OLSEN TO RUTGERS
Playing catcher at WHS has be-

come a badge of honor over the years.
Since the late 1920s, when Ray
Harcombe was a three-year starter,
followed by WHS Hall of Famers Lee
Waring and Frank Ketcham, WHS
has had an 80-year run of standout
catchers that’s included: Dom
Urciuoli, Dan Goodfriend, Bill Evans,
Bobby Dougherty, Dave Townley,
Nino Carnevale, Pete Wilday, Jeff
Torborg, Dick Myers, Charlie
Widmer, Bob Brewster, Scott Gillin,
Bill Napier, Kurt Stiefken, Bob
Hearon, Roger Brewster, Chris
Masterson, Seth Coren, Craig
Tinervin, Bill Hedden, Brian Flynn,
Josh Ludmer, Mike Murray and now
Justin Olsen.

Olsen, who will be a senior this
year, has removed the pressure of
worrying about where he’ll be going
to college, verbally committing in late
July to attend Rutgers University. He
hit .413 for WHS as a junior and was
more than solid behind the plate. As a
sophomore Olsen hit .420 while play-
ing right field as Murray (now at Wake
Forest) finished his four-year run as
WHS’s catcher and No. 3 hitter.

Some outstanding WHS graduates
have played baseball at Rutgers, in-
cluding Brian Ciemniecki, Skeeter
MacCloskey and former major league
player and manager Jeff Torborg.

4 DEVILS IN SNAPPLE
Middlesex County beat Union

County 17-10 in the 14th Snapple
Bowl Classic, July 19 at Kean Uni-
versity, and four former WHS players
were involved: offensive guard Will
Harbaugh, defensive tackle Santo
Nardi, and safety Sean Ferro were all
starters. Tommy Bonard, a last-minute
replacement, was playing cornerback
in the opening quarter before he was
injured making a touchdown-saving
tackle and didn’t return.

If you aren’t keeping count (and you
should be!), there are 15 days until

WHS’s football team opens under the
lights at Linden! The team’s first scrim-
mage is this morning at 10, against
visiting Long Branch (which has Nick
Tranchina, son of WHS athletic direc-
tor Ed Tranchina, as an assistant coach).
WHS will visit Bayonne for an 11 a.m.
scrimmage on Monday, before con-
cluding its preseason with a game
scrimmage Friday (Aug. 31) at
Livingston, 7 p.m.

UNDER THE KNIVE
Two of WHS’s outstanding stu-

dent-athletes — senior Evan Shapiro
and sophomore Diana Venezia — had
surgery this summer.

Shapiro developed a labrum (torn
cartiledge) problem in his right (pitch-
ing) shoulder and had surgery on July
26 in Mountainside. Early reports are
that the operation went well and after
six weeks with his arm in a sling, he
should be ready to start throwing again
in October. “The doctor said he’ll be
throwing harder or the same, but not
less, so that was good to hear,” said
Gary Shapiro, Evan’s father.

An outstanding all-around player,
Shapiro threw the first seven-inning
perfect game in WHS history against
Summit last May in the county tour-
nament. He also hit .444, mostly bat-
ting out of the No. 4 slot, and will
bring an 8-3 career pitching record
into his senior year.

Venezia was a freshman starter —
scoring 183 points with a team-best
201 rebounds — on one of the best
girls basketball teams in WHS his-
tory. But she tore the ACL on her right
knee at an AAU tournament in Chi-
cago on Friday the 13th (of July), and
had reconstructive surgery on Aug.
14 in Morristown.

While Venezia will miss the WHS
volleyball season, there is a chance
she could return for basketball. “The
doctors said she would be out four to
six months, depending on the rehab,”
said Mike Venezia Sr., Diana’s father.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The second season of “Devil of the

Week” will start on Sept. 13, after the
scholastic season has started. The
2006-07 Devil of the Year, Tom
Bonard, attended the Newark Bears
vs. Somerset Patriots game on Aug. 8
as the guest of The Westfield Leader,
along with Amanda Diaz, Eddie Kane
and C.J. Patella.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with suggestions or complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEV-
ILS!

Devil of the Week
Will Return

On September 13

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION 1 (FINAL STANDINGS):
(PRIOR TO PLAYOFFS):

TEAM W   L
American Legion 19   3
Awnings Galore 15   7
Antone’s Pub & Grill 14   8
D&K Associates 12 10
KMD Tuning   7 15
Promptcare   7 15

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W   L
The Office 13   9
SMC 12 10
Northwest Mutual   9 14
Union Center National Bank   8 15
Associated Auto Parts   6 16

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Commerce Bank 16   1
Creative Industries 15   4
LA Law   6 11
Smith Barney   5 13
Associated Auto (Silver)   2 15

American Legion 5, Awnings 3
Gary Pence (Legion) and Tom

Pasko (Awnings) were locked into a
masterful pitchers’ duel until Tom
Straniero ended the game with a walk-
off, two-run homerun (his 15th HR of
the season) in the bottom of the sev-
enth-inning.
Promptcare 16, KMD Tuning 6

In a crucial game that decided fifth
place in the “A” Division, Promptcare
received four hits from Mo Fernandez
and three hits each from Lee Black
and Malcolm Boone.
Creative Industries 16, Smith-
Barney 9

Creative executed five double plays
and exploded for 29 hits. George Merlo
(4 hits) and Joe Adochio, Ray Cozzarelli,
Bob Failla, Nick Lehotsky and Tom
Lombardi with three hits each led the
Creators. Dave Bell (4 hits) led Smith-
Barney, while Tom Dick and Phil

Whitting had three hits each.
Creative Industries 14, Associated
Auto (Silver) 1

Pitcher George Merlo stifled the
Silver, while his teammates unleashed
22 hits. Bob Berger, Jerry Lestardo,
Tom Lombardi and Ed Malko (HR)
had three hits apiece for the Creators.
D&K Associates 12, Antone’s Pub 9
Commerce Bank 14, Associated
Auto (Silver) 2
Commerce Bank 20, LA Law 4

PLAYOFF-GAMES:
UCNB 18, Associated Auto 2

In the Game 1 of best-of-3 games,
pitcher Al Schachman allowed only
two runs, while his teammates were
banging out 24 hits. Steve
Lemanowicz and Jeff Villani with
four hits each and Bill Campbell with
three hits led UCNB.
UCNB 22, Associated Auto 5

UCNB advanced to the second
round of the playoffs. The Bankers
exploded for 30 hits and scored in
every inning except one. Bill
Campbell, Dan D’Arcy, Steve
Lemanowicz and Jeff Villani smacked
three hits apiece for the Bankers.
Promptcare 19, D&K 12

In Game 1, Promptcare received
productive hitting from Lee Black,
Malcolm Boone and Al Brown, each
with three hits. Bill Hicks contrib-
uted with two triples.
Northwest Mutual 11, SMC 9

In Game 1, the Insurers combined
outstanding defense with productive
hitting to edge out the victory. Rich
Grossberg and Pete Osborn with three
hits each, and a key triple off the bat of
Tom Romanowicz sparked Northwest.
KMD Tuning 6, Antone’s Pub 4

In Game 1, the Tuners were able to
come out on top of a well-played,
low-scoring game.

Brian Farrell Wins
Division in Junior Golf

WESTFIELD – Brian Farrell of
Westfield won the 12-13-year-old
division at Jr. Golf America at
Warrenbrook Golf Course. The
Roosevelt Intermediate School sev-
enth grader scored a combined 184.
Marvin Canabalt of Newark finished
second. James Cece of Randolph
came in third.

Doug Walters of Blairstown won
the 14-15 year-old masters division
with a combined score of 172. The
North Warren Regional High School
10th grader said the highlight of the
tournament was making a 40-foot
putt for birdie to win a playoff. Adam
Goldberg of Westfield finished sec-
ond and TJ Malman of Mendham
finished third.

David B. Corbin (July 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOKIE OF SENIOR SWAT…American Legion “Rookie” slugger Ed Belford
just made the age cut for the Union County Senior Softball 50+ League.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield

Westfield

Scotch Plains
1940 Art-Deco Wychwood home renovated in 1995 w/a
cohesive design.  Kitchen with sleek cabinetry topped with
granite.  WSF0314

New 5 bedroom colonial.  Mahogany wrap-around porch,
4.1 baths, crown moldings, circular staircase, lovely family
room.  WSF9596

Cream puff cape.  3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, master with
skylight, eat-in kitchen, sliders to patio and beautiful yard.
WSF0642

Breathtaking views, Watchung Mt. area.  Completely up-
dated.  7 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, great room, tiered
deck.  On cul-de-sac. WSF0277

Westfield
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$1,550,000

$1,420,000 $469,000

$799,000 Westfield
Freshly painted, bright, sunny unit.  2 bedrooms, 2 baths,
master suite, 2 garages, lots of storage.  Near town, train,
schools. WSF0066

$629,000

Mountainside
Dreams do come true.  Still time to customize.  11 room CH
colonial.  Guest suite, computer room, library, back staircase.
WSF0207

$1,250,000


