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Issues of Tainted Toothpaste
And Dangerous Fake Drugs

By PETER PITTS
President, Center for Medicine

EDITOR’S NOTE: Peter J. Pitts is
President of the Center for Medicine
in the Public Interest and a former
Associate Commissioner of the FDA.

AREA — Counterfeit Colgate
toothpaste containing diethylene gly-
col, a poisonous chemical used in
antifreeze, recently turned up in dis-
count grocery stores all over the East
Coast. This dangerous chemical has
long been used by chemical compa-
nies in China as a substitute for more
expensive glycerin, an ingredient nec-
essary for toothpaste, soap, and other
cosmetics and drugs.

In 1997, for example, fever syrup
laced with diethylene glycol traced to
China killed dozens of Haitian chil-
dren. After years of assurances that
the Chinese government had cracked
down on the practice, the same fate
later befell 100 young Panamanians.
Mass poisonings from diethlyene gly-
col have also been reported in
Bangladesh, Argentina, Nigeria, and
India. Previously only a problem in
the developing world, the toxin now
threatens U.S. consumers.

If even toothpaste is susceptible to
contamination by unregulated foreign
companies, imagine the potential for
disaster in something as lucrative as
fake drugs. Several members of Con-
gress have introduced legislation to
allow the importation of pharmaceu-
ticals from abroad, promising that
imports will be closely scrutinized
and only permitted from certain coun-
tries, but the reality is not so simple.
First, obtaining drugs from nations
like Britain and France offers little
protection, because chemicals, phar-
maceuticals, and other goods move
freely among the 27 E.U. member
states through a system called “paral-
lel trade.” And because the E.U. does
not require drug importers to record
product information like batch num-
bers, it’s quite common for goods to
travel outside official distribution
channels.

Therefore, drugs purchased from
“safe” countries may well have origi-
nated in Latvia, Cyprus, or elsewhere
in the E.U., where there are ample
opportunities for counterfeits to en-
ter the legitimate supply chain.
Canada is no safer. Most large Cana-
dian internet pharmacies admit to
purchasing many of their drugs from
the European Union. So even Cana-
dian drugs are exposed to the risks of
European trade.

Indeed, the World Health Organi-
zation estimates that up to 10 percent
of globally traded drugs are counter-
feit. Most originate in Asia and Latin
America, where technology is mak-
ing production cheaper and safety
regulations are poorly enforced –
perfect conditions for manufacturing
and distributing fake drugs. Making
matters even more worrisome, penal-

ties for counterfeiters are relatively
slight. In South America, selling co-
caine will land a person in jail for 15
years, but making and selling fake
medicine gets the perpetrator six
months.

These small risks – especially when
combined with the potential financial
rewards – have contributed to the
rapid growth of counterfeiting. By
2010, it’s estimated that global coun-
terfeit drug sales will total $75 bil-
lion. According to the federal Joint
Terrorism Task Force, terrorists have
also proven adept at exploiting weak-
ened chains of pharmaceutical cus-
tody in North America. In a recent
report, the task force revealed that a
terrorist ring with ties to Hezbollah
has been importing counterfeit drugs
into the U.S. through Canada. In other
words, contrary to what advocates of
importation declare, simply mandat-
ing safety by legislative fiat will not
make imports safer.

Without fundamental regulatory
reforms in the countries where coun-
terfeits are produced, the FDA’s ef-
forts will be futile. Allowing the im-
portation of pharmaceuticals with the
ostensible purpose of saving consum-
ers a few bucks is a dangerous re-
sponse to high drug prices. Congress
has a responsibility to protect Ameri-
cans from overseas threats, not ex-
pose them to those hazards. Unfortu-
nately, Congress seems not to have
learned from America’s recent ordeal
with tainted toothpaste.

Courtesy of Sherman Feller
TRAVEL TO RUSSIA...On July 20 inside the Kremlin at Red Square in Moscow,
the Russian Elite Guard perform a military style exhibition for visitors.
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TRAVEL TO LUCERNE…The Kapellbrüecke (Chapel Bridge) over the River
Reuss in Lucerne, Switzerland was built in 1333. In the 17th century, 111
paintings were hanging underneath the roof until a 1993 fire destroyed 86 of them.
Now, replica paintings hang there.

Westfield Library to Suspend All Services
Starting Sept. 1 for Renovations

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library has announced that it
will suspend all services – including
children’s services – starting Saturday,
September 1, until renovations at the
library are completed.

The library initially only suspended
all adult services during the renovation
process. Library personnel anticipate that
the library will reopen in late October.
To check for updates concerning the
library renovation and reopening, please
visit the library’s website at wmlnj.org.

A list of libraries accepting Westfield
Memorial Library cards also can be found

on the website and individuals can take
advantage of the library’s many online
services.

They can utilize links such as ListenNJ
for downloadable audiobooks;
MyLibrarydv to download videos and
movies; QandANJ to connect live to a
librarian, and the library’s online re-
sources to access music, electronic books
and other materials.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information about online services
or renovations at the library, please visit
wmlnj.org or call (908) 789-4090.

RVSA Employee Speaks Out Against
Privatization, Unreasonable Legal Fees

At the Monday, August 13 City of
Rahway Council Meeting, I spoke out
against privatization of the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) and the
raw deal that the City of Rahway
ratepayers got when their municipal wa-
ter company was privatized by United
Water. Their rates went up over 56 per-
cent the first year of the contract (1999)
and have gone up every year since.

I have reviewed the contract and took
the time to point out a number of provi-
sions in the contract that serve the best
interests of United Water to the detriment
of the city’s residents.

In response, Business Administrator
Peter Pelissier stated that the city has
saved $32,000,000 by privatizing the
municipal water company and that this
savings is documented. First of all, it is a
twenty-year contract, so they haven’t
saved all of this money yet. In fact, I don’t
believe that they have saved any money.
(How could they with a 56 percent rate
increase in the first year?) Secondly, these
savings are based on estimates, which
must be flawed.

In my opinion, the majority of the
RVSA Board is being controlled and/or
influenced by State Senator Raymond
Lesniak — and his law firm is unreason-
ably benefiting. [In 2006] RVSA paid
approximately $541,000 to the firm of
Weiner-Lesniak for legal services. That’s
about 10 percent of RVSA’s total labor
cost for about 60 fulltime employees.
Weiner-Lesniak’s fees for 2006 to RVSA
translate to over 3,000 billable attorney
hours at their rate. Do you believe that
there is that much legal work at RVSA?

The total labor cost at RVSA for 2006
was approximately $5,400,000. That
amount includes payroll taxes, pension
benefits, medical benefits, and of course
salaries and wages.

Rahway Business Administrator
Pelissier is also an RVSA Commissioner.
Perhaps, I could be fired from RVSA for
speaking out against privatization, or for
other reasons. I hope not, but I will con-

tinue to fight for what I believe is right.
Anyone interested in hearing more

about privatization at RVSA or the raw
deal that the ratepayers got in Rahway is
welcome to contact me at
Gencare_97@yahoo.com.

Anthony Gencarelli
Edison

Letters to the Editor

Les Marmitons Set
Culinary Programs

CRANFORD — The men’s culinary
group, Les Marmitons, announced their
schedule for the upcoming year. The group
will hold 10 monthly events starting in
September. On June 6 to 8, 2008, they
will host the international gala at the
Grand Summit Hotel.

The regular monthly events will be
held this year on the third Tuesday of the
month and at a new venue, the VFW
Kenilworth Post 2230, 33 South 21st
Street, Kenilworth.

President Bob Rial of Les Marmitons
of Cranford said that the VFW is well
equipped having an eight-burner stove,
four ovens, a large refrigerator and a
commercial dishwasher. A shortfall of
pots, pans, and plates will be made up
through reserves in the group’s treasury
managed by Richard Dreher and buoyed
by the success of their summer BBQ
fundraiser. Mr. Rial added, “As always,
no one leaves until the place is clean!”

He thanked Restaurant 89 in
Mountainside for their generosity in host-
ing the club last year. The group is visit-
ing restaurants and meeting new chefs in
the area during the fall to lead them dur-
ing their cooking sessions.

Les Marmitons is a gastronomic and
social club of gentlemen who share a
common interest in fine food, wine and
the culinary arts. For more information,
see lesmarmitons.org.

For those interesting in joining, con-
tact Bob Rial in Cranford by e-mail at
rialtekinc@comcast.net.


