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Superintendent Foley: Redistricting
Biggest Challenge During Tenure

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — William Foley
will officially pass the torch for lead-
ership of the Westfield Public Schools
to Margaret Dolan at the end of the
month. After 11 years as superinten-
dent, Mr. Foley has been working on
a comfortable transition for his suc-
cessor, Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and
Programs Margaret Dolan.

Mr. Foley said the fact Ms.
Dolan has been in the district
since 1996 “makes the transi-
tion very easy.”

“I think she will be terrific,”
he said of his successor. “I’m
glad the board (of education)
did a search and that there were
no automatic guarantees or
anything. But now that they’ve
done the search and they com-
pared her qualifications with
other people, I think it is quite
evident that Peg was superior,
and I think they’ve made a
great selection.”

Mr. Foley took over a school
district in 1996 that, with 4,750
students and 450 teachers, was
seeing hikes in student popu-
lation “that were sneaking up
to the high school.” Today, the district
has 6,000 students and a staff of nearly
600.

“When I first came here, we typi-
cally had four sections or three sec-
tions (of classes per grade level). I
have several grade levels now that
have six sections at Franklin. Wilson
is at five sections. So there has been
an enormous increase of elementary
teachers,” he said.

Mr. Foley said the number of stu-
dents at Westfield High School has
grown from 1,100 to 1,800 since he
became superintendent. In addition,
the special education staff has grown
to 27 at WHS and is the largest de-
partment at the school. The district
has special ed coordinators at WHS
as well as for K-8. He said 16 percent
of district’s students (approximately
1,000 students) are classified as spe-
cial ed, which costs the district $15
million to fund annually.

The second issue he faced was “bal-
ancing enrollment because we were
opening two new wings at Wilson
and Jefferson (elementary schools).
So the first year I had to do redistrict-
ing.”

In looking at the challenges ahead
for the district, Mr. Foley said that the
space needs at schools for Westfield’s
student population will not be an is-
sue in the coming years.

He cited declining birth rates in
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Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE WESTFIELD SCHOOLS…William Foley is
putting the finishes touches on his tenure as superintendent
of Westfield Public Schools, which ends August 31.

town, as well as the opening of the
town-wide early childhood center for
pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and spe-
cial education children opening in Sep-
tember 2008 at the Lincoln School.
That move will open more space for
classrooms at the elementary schools.

“I think the issues that Peg is going to
face are going to be first and foremost
curriculum types of things and, in par-

ticular, developing curricula that ac-
commodates different types of students
in the district,” he said.

Foley said the Newark-based Educa-
tion Law Center, which brought the
Abbott v. Burke lawsuit, “has filed as
major federal suit with the federal
courts...for more inclusive education.”

“New Jersey is so off the charts with
respect to special education that we are
going to have to look very seriously
about providing more programs in-dis-

trict, more inclusive education. This
suit could conceivably bring things
to a real serious head,” he said.

He said finding qualified admin-
istrative positions would also be a
challenge for Ms. Dolan. “We are
simply not finding the caliber of
candidates that Westfield typically
hires. And this is becoming a real
problem.”

Mr. Foley noted that Ms.
Dolan has to hire a new
Westfield high school prin-
cipal and an assistant super-
intendent to replace herself,
“just for starters.” She said
more vacancies are likely for
administrative and principal
posts due to an aging staff.

In terms of school finance,
he said Governor Jon
Corzine “is committed to
coming with a new school
finance formula prior to the
next year’s cycle of fund-
ing.”

“But so far I haven’t see
anything that suggests a.,
that’s going to happen or b,
that it isn’t going to do any-
thing but hurt Westfield,” Mr.
Foley said. “There is one
proposal to make special

education aid wealth-based. If they
do that, we are relatively
wealthy…that’s going to hurt us,”
he said, noting the special ed aid is
the only type of state aid the district
receives.

The district has also started the
Leaps and Bounds program for au-
tistic pre-school children. The dis-
trict will be starting a second class
this at the primary level. These stu-
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Age-Restricted? 55+ 55+ No 55+ No 

Type of Units Townhouse  Condo Condo Condo Condo 

# of Units 44 8 12 35 50 

# Bedrooms 2 2 2 2 1 to 2 

# Bathrooms 2.5 2 1.5 2.5 1 to 2 

Levels/unit 3 1 1 1 1 

Sq. Footage 1,900-

3,000 

1,417-

1,531  

1,200-

1,800  

1,620-

4,350  

1,100-

1,400  

Starting Price  $500K  $479K $425K $920K $2,325/mo. 

1st  Move-In Current Late 08 N/Avail.  N/Avail. Current 

Number Sold         30 N/Avail. 5 pending 14 39 

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader
RUSTED ROOT...A railing on the southside platform of the Westfield train
station shows rust and decay that has completely severed the upright beams from
their bases on the ground. See related editorial on page 4 and photo gallery at
goleader.com/photos.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
MR. KEAN GOES TO WESTFIELD...State Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), center, speaks with Leader assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, and
Leader intern Martin Sweeney in the Leader office in Westfield on Monday
afternoon. See story on page 8.

Courtesy of Bill Jordan
GATOR-AID…An estimated three-to-five foot juvenile alligator emerges from Gregory’s Pond in Westfield, where it
resides. Bill Jordan, a resident of Mountainside and a realtor at Taylor and Love, received this picture from a neighbor and
submitted it to The Westfield Leader.

New Age-Restricted Housing Units
Develop Along North, South Aves.

By BETH BUDNICK
and GEORGIA MIERSWA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Construction of age-re-
stricted housing along the North-
South Avenue corridor of Cranford,
Garwood, Westfield and Fanwood

nears completion.
New condominiums for prospec-

tive buyers ages 55 and up will include
the Pointe at Garwood, the Fanwood
Station Mews and the Savannah in
Westfield on Prospect Street. Addi-
tional non-age-restricted housing
projects include the Messercola Fonte
Plaza at Fanwood Condominiums and
the Cranford Crossing.

The Pointe at Garwood, a joint
project between Millennium Homes
and ARC Properties, runs along North
Avenue in Garwood next to the
Westfield border. The new property
has 44 three-story units, of which 30
have been sold. Each property con-
sists of 1,900 to more than 3,000
square feet, as well as amenities such
as private elevators (see chart for more
details). The first new residents of the
Pointe moved in on July 25.

Bettyann Tortorello, sales manager
for the Pointe at Garwood, told The
Westfield Leader that new customers
were “mostly local people who are
just downsizing,” citing that the ma-
jority of customers have been
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Clark and
Mountainside residents. “There is a
tremendous need in Union County
for age-restricted housing,” she said.

William and Margaret Psosa moved
into the Garwood Pointe at the end of
July after buying their Pointe townhouse
in February 2006. They decided to move
because, according to Mr. Psosa, “My
wife and I are getting older.”

He added, “The elevator was our

primary consideration.”
“We’re really improving the area,”

Ms. Tortorello said.
The Pointe at Garwood is also home

to the Lofts at Garwood, 40 two-level
apartments designed for young com-
muters looking for a place to live.

Of the Pointe’s location, Ms.
Tortorello said, “Garwood is eventu-
ally going to be an adorable little
town between two big towns.”

In neighboring Westfield, another
project has also begun. James Ward,
architect and president of the Linden-
based Ward and O’Donnell develop-
ing company, is in the process of
building an installment of luxury con-
dominiums on Prospect Street.

The Savannah, named after Mr.
Ward’s niece, consists of 35 age-re-
stricted condos ranging from
$920,000 to $2.4 million and from
1,620 to 4,350 square feet of single-
level living.

The Savannah building, available
only to buyers 55 and up, bears some
similarity to the James Ward Mansion
on East Broad Street. The exterior will
be constructed with limestone and brick,
while the inside will include mahogany
floors, marble surrounds and loft ceil-
ings. Mr. Ward said meeting with pro-

spective Savannah buyers from
Westfield, as well as from surrounding
areas in New Jersey and New York City,
keeps him busy during the week.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census
Bureau census, 27.3 percent of the
town of Westfield is older than 55. Mr.

Ward said the fact that the
Savannah is age-restricted
housing is one of the main
reasons the town took so well
to the idea of construction.

“At this point in their lives,
buyers will no longer have
young children, meaning
that the town will not need
to put additional money into
Westfield schools,” he said.

In addition to the Savan-
nah construction, Mr. Ward
is working on plans for a 47-
condominium building on the
newly purchased St. Anne’s
School property in Garwood.
Like the Savannah, these con-
dos will be age-restricted;
however, the units will be
more affordable (about

$350,000 each) and marketed mainly
to Garwood residents, he said.

Mr. Ward predicts that the Savan-
nah project will be completed in De-
cember or January.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WPD, Town Administrator
Confirm Gator Presence
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An alligator has
found refuge in Gregory’s Pond in
Westfield, located on Clark Street past
the Brightwood Park intersection. The
town administrator and Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) confirmed the
reptile’s presence; a police sergeant
said the alligator is not a “significant
threat to public safety” at this time.

Despite those confirmations, the New
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, a
division within the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), could not corroborate the sight-
ing after visiting the pond.

Westfield Police Sergeant Scott
Rodger acknowledged that the police
are aware of the alligator, which
Trailside officials identified as “any-
thing [from] a baby to a juvenile alliga-
tor” when shown a picture.

Sgt. Rodger said, “Yes, we do know
of it. We have video. We contacted the
New Jersey Division of Game and Wild-
life, who said they were too busy with
[black] bear calls and couldn’t respond.
However, they said they would get back
to us. I would not have believed it if I
hadn’t seen the video myself.”

On Tuesday, Darlene Yuhas, a spokes-
woman for the DEP, told The Westfield
Leader, “Fish and Wildlife did respond
to a report of a an alligator sighted on
August 7. However, when personnel
arrived, they were not able to see an
alligator and could not confirm its pres-
ence. Since then, we have not received
any additional reports.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea in-
formed the newspaper that a group of

residents in the area, the Brightwood
Homeowners Association, privately
owns the pond, which acts as a
watershed flow for the town.

“I had heard there was an alliga-
tor in the pond, but it seemed unbe-
lievable,” he said.

He added that both the police and
health departments were sent out
after the town received three calls
itself.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
ON POINTE…A construction crew on the site of the Pointe in Garwood, which
had its first move-in July 25. The Pointe is one of the new age-restricted housing
developments on the North-South Avenue corridor.

GW BOE Hears Clark’s
Intention to Sue SCC Corp.

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Board of
Education member Christine
Guerriero, liaison to the Clark Board
of Education, spoke at Tuesday night’s
BOE meeting about the Clark BOE
filing a lawsuit against the New Jer-
sey Schools Development Authority
(SDA), which replaced the New Jer-
sey School Construction Corporation
(SCC).

“The $33-million school renova-
tion project that the SCC had been
working on since 2005 at Clark’s four
schools still has not been completed
and the first day of school is fast
approaching,” Ms. Guerriero said.

“Even though not all construction
will be completed before September
4, the Clark BOE members say they
are comfortable enough to allow stu-
dents to return to Arthur L. Johnson
High School, with work to be com-
pleted during after-school hours.
[The] Clark BOE has no ‘plan B.’
They feel that with the lawsuit against
SCC and added pressure, the SCC
will have more people working on the
schools to get them completed,” Ms.
Guerriero said.

Under a new 10-year send-receive
contract, Garwood’s high school stu-
dents attend ALJ in Clark, and
Garwood pays $1.5 million for regu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Community Center
Approved for MS Ballot

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
officials passed a resolution Tues-
day night to print a non-binding
referendum on the official ballots
for the November 6 elections re-
garding a borough community cen-
ter.

The referendum will state that the
borough shall not exceed $20,000
while exploring options for the com-
munity center.

A bond ordinance to appropriate
$3 million for borough-wide road
improvements was introduced by
the governing body. The appropria-
tion will be met from the proceeds
of the sale of bonds and the down
payment appropriated by the ordi-
nance.

In other council business,
Walter Heckel, Inc. will be the
borough’s snow- and ice-removal
contractor for the 2007-2008-
winter season. Officials said
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, August 12, Emily Hall, 28, of
Bridgewater was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Clark Street. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance to a re-
sponsible individual.

Sunday, August 12, a black-and-yel-
low mountain bicycle was reported stolen
from a residence on the 600 block of
Westfield Avenue.

Monday, August 13, Matteo Guasconi,
19, of Westfield was arrested on a Union
County Sheriff’s Office no-bail warrant
after a motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue and Clark Street. He was held pend-
ing transport to the Union County jail.

Monday, August 13, a metal-and-wood
picnic table was reported stolen from the
grounds of Tamaques Elementary School
on the 600 block of Willow Grove Road.
The missing property is valued at $200.

Tuesday, August 14, a business on the
100 block of West North Avenue was
defaced with profanity that was painted
on the rear of the building.

Wednesday, August 15, a resident of
the 600 block of Shadowlawn Drive re-
ported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged while parked at the south side
Westfield train station the previous day.
The damage consisted of a cracked rear
passenger window.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of the
300 block of Orenda Circle reported the
theft of her purse and its contents from
within her unlocked motor vehicle while
it was parked in her open garage.

Friday, August 17, Armando Castillo,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest after a motor vehicle stop at
North and Fourth Avenues. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance to a re-
sponsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Benito Merino,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Livingston Street.
He also was taken into custody on a New
Brunswick traffic warrant. Merino satis-
fied the warrant by posting $400 bail and
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Mathew
Feinstein, 24, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway. He was released to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Okwara Nnachi,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Bridgewater traffic warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place. Nnachi was released after
posting $165 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Antoinette M.
Ohare, 46, of Metuchen was arrested on a
Westfield traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop at West Broad Street
and Rahway Avenue. She was released
after posting $91 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Pamela Wilson,
19, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation on
the 500 block of Hillcrest Avenue. She
was released on her own recognizance to
a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Aaron Jackson,
42, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation at
Prospect Street and Effingham Place. He
was released on his own recognizance to
a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Maurice Sheppard,
43, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding Newark warrant with bail of
$2,500. He also was charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following an investigation at
Prospect Street and Effingham Place. He
was turned over to the Newark Police
Department after failing to post bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 13, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported being a victim
of harassment after receiving several
phone calls over the last several weeks at
all hours of the day and night.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of
Gales Court reported that someone re-
moved several items from her house while
she was having a party. Police said it is
unknown which person attending the party

removed the items valued at approxi-
mately $250.

Friday, August 17, Paul Boykins, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was initially stopped for
a motor vehicle violation and the warrant
was discovered. He was transported to
police headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 17, Jessica Cangelos,
28, of Cranford was arrested and charged
for possession of a fake insurance card
after she was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released on a summons.

Saturday, August 18, Lacie Preston,
30, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. She was initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
Preston was transported to police head-
quarters where she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, August 18, a resident of Cly-
desdale Road reported that someone
smashed the window of his vehicle that
was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, August 18, Patrick Sharpe,
54, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
for soliciting without a permit after police
received numerous reports of an indi-
vidual knocking on doors late at night
trying to sell magazine subscriptions. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on a summons.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 7, Timothy J. Finne,

27, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Hetfield Avenue and North Av-
enue. He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
made purchases totaling $300 on a credit
card that was unauthorized. Police are
investigating the incident.

Thursday, August 9, Carol A.
Ganczewski, 42, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant on
Martine Avenue. She posted bail and was
released.

Saturday, August 11, a resident of the
100 block of King Street reported that
someone damaged a side mirror of their
vehicle.

Monday, August 13, a business on the
200 block of South Avenue reported that
someone wrote graffiti on a trailer.

Tuesday, August 14, Jennifer A. Fetzer,
24, of Warren was arrested on an out-
standing Reddington Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue and Pleasant Avenue. She posted
bail and was released.

Wednesday, August 15, Wendy F. Wil-
liams, 36, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension and
obstruction after fleeing a motor vehicle
accident on Martine Avenue and North
Avenue. She was charged and released.

Wednesday, August 15, Matthew D.
Marotta, 33, of Westfield was arrested on
an outstanding Newark warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road and
Paterson Road. He posted bail and was
released.

Wednesday, August 15, Jorge Suarez,
26, of Toms River was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road and Chetwood Ter-
race. He was processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Friday, August 17, a Beech Avenue
resident reported that she received a charge
on her credit card that she did not make.
Police are currently investigating the in-
cident.

Tuesday, August 21, Michael R.
Rafferty, 28, of Linden was arrested on
outstanding Linden, Clark, Clifton,
Millburn, Bloomfield, and Lodi warrants.
He posted bail and was released.

Mountainside
Saturday, August 11, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported that some-
one entered his vehicle parked in his open
garage and stole his change holder con-
taining $5.

Monday, August 13, Santos A. Torres-
Herrera, 29, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged for driving without a
license following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 West at New Providence Road.

Friday, August 17, Furqan A. Bilal, 33,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 East.

Saturday, August 18, Anthony R.
Rodgers, 23, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while under the in-
fluence after his vehicle was found dis-
abled on Mill Lane, police said. Police said
Rodgers was found to be in possession of
marijuana and various drug paraphernalia.

Saturday, August 18, Riclair Charles,
20, of Irvington was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license and
for an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 West. He was
stopped for driving without a muffler and
fictitious plates.

Saturday, August 18, Lori M. Vetere,
20, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
for driving while under the influence on
Route 22 West. She was transferred to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible adult.

Monday, August 20, Andrea Johnson-
Square, 23, of Newark was arrested and
charged for possession of marijuana, driv-
ing with a suspended license and for an
outstanding warrant out of Newark. She
was stopped by Mountainside police on
Route 22 East for driving with fictitious
plates. Johnson-Square was transferred
to police headquarters where she was
processed and released after posting bail.

Kean Says State Becoming
Unaffordable for Residents

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. said this week that he is concerned
New Jersey is becoming unaffordable
due to increased state spending and
borrowing over the last half dozen
years.

He said state spending has increased
50 percent while its debt has reached
$30 billion, fourth highest in the na-
tion in terms of debt per resident.

During a Monday interview at The
Westfield Leader, the senator said this
trend, along with an $11-billion hike
in state taxes, has caused the state’s
population to decline by 165,000 resi-
dents over the past three years.

“The number one issue that im-
pacts the people of New Jersey is
affordability,” he said.

Mr. Kean said state borrowing has
doubled over the past six years, main-
taining that New Jersey must priori-
tize its spending practices.

The senator said the population
dropped by 72,000 last year, 58,000
in 2005 and 35,000 in 2004. Pub-
lished reports have said this could
result in the loss of a Congressional
seat in the 2010 census.

“Hundreds of thousands of people
over the course of the last five or six
years have simply found New Jersey
unaffordable and have been forced to
leave,” Mr. Kean said.

For that reason, he said legislators
should “block the Turnpike sale…the
asset monetization, securitization.
Whatever you want to call it. The plan
to sell the Turnpike, the Parkway, the
Atlantic City Expressway…is sim-
ply unacceptable.” He said such a
transaction would only make the state
even more unaffordable.

“It is a sale. To give something of
value in exchange for goods and ser-
vices, that’s a sale in my book,” he
said. “So you are selling off some-
thing of value for 99 years” for be-
tween $30 and $40 billion.

He said he is concerned that the
money would be spent in a few years
and create “a long-term hole in the
budget and 99 years of the revenue not
coming to the state (in toll money).”

Mr. Kean said should state officials
privatize, tolls “would increase faster
than the rate of inflation. In some
cases maybe dramatically so.” He said
motorists might opt to use local road-
ways to avoid higher tolls, increasing
traffic congestion on municipal roads.

“It’s a sale. It’s an increase in taxes,
not only in terms of the toll raise; it’s
the impact on local communities. It’s
the selling of a major state asset for an
immediate, one-shot windfall with-
out a long-term focus,” he said.

Mr. Kean said the state also needs to
revise the method by which school aid
is calculated. “Towns like Westfield,
Scotch Plains, receive anywhere from
5 percent of their educational append-
ing from the state.” He said the na-
tional average is 40 percent.

The legislator said the property-tax
rebate program “is not a long-term
solution…we need to have real prop-
erty tax reform and part of that will
involve the school funding formula.”

Mr. Kean has sponsored a bill to
reduce “some of the red tape” on
school districts to enable more money
to “go directly into the classroom.”

He said special education aid
“should be funded by the state.

“Westfield would benefit from a
formula that had special ed costs be-
ing paid entirely by the state. But we
cannot have a wealth-weighting fac-
tor (as proposed in Trenton)…And I
would oppose that measure.

“We need to ensure that we have
efficiency in spending so that the
needs of Westfield are being met,”
Mr. Kean said. “Right now, the 4- to
5- percent state-aid figure needs to be
strengthened…to reflect the realities
of Westfield and Scotch Plains,
Fanwood [and] the region.”

The senator said he also favors
having school aid “follow” a special
education child to whatever school
he or she attends to address the issue
of the high costs incurred by districts
to educate seriously disabled chil-
dren. He said recent governors have
not fully funded a bill he sponsored to
address this issue.

He said the state needs to stop the
practice of “pay to play,” through which
political contributions are exchanged
for lucrative state contracts. He called
this practice a “corruption tax.”

Mr. Kean noted that he has been
pushing for state funding for the
Cranford flood-control project. He
said the Legislature had appropriated
$3.25 million but was later “blocked”
by former Governor Jim McGreevey.

“Jim McGreevey let the money
lapse, meaning that he did not release
the money pursuant to the law. It’s
one of our great frustrations.”

Former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco signed the bill into law
after both Legislative approved it.

Mr. Kean said he supports a re-
gional approach to flooding that re-
sults from increased development
along the Rahway River.

Additionally, he has been pushing
for a ban on dual-office holding by
state legislators. He said Governor
Jon Corzine and the Democratic ma-
jority in the Legislature have devel-
oped a ban, but that it will not be
effective until after the General Elec-
tion in November, when all 120 seats
are up for election. He said he op-
poses allowing legislators to run for
multiple offices this year.

The senator said moving the state’s
Presidential Primary from June to Feb-
ruary 5 was a good decision. He said
New Jersey has the 11th highest popu-
lation and will now likely impact the
nominees chosen to run for president.

Mr. Kean supports former New York
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, who he said
“understands the needs of the citi-
zens of New Jersey on everything
from transportation infrastructure to
fiscal responsibility to economic de-
velopment and homeland security.”

He said he is “optimistic” the GOP
can take control in the Legislature
from the Democrats. “I believe that we
can work hard to bring the real voice of
fiscal responsibility to Trenton.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW BOE

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WHEN I GROW UP... John Huby of Scotch Plains imitates entertainer Polka Dot
(Ron Albanese), the singer/dancer/entertainer who plays the guitar and sings with
youngsters while the Philadelphia Funk Authority sets up its eight-piece band last
Thursday at Augustine Park. The free concert, sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Cultural Arts Committee, drew scores of families to watch the entertainment.

Sgt. Rodger, who showed the news-
paper the alligator footage shot with
a police-car camera, said that on Au-
gust 7, a resident of Sunnywood Drive
reported a sighting.

The WPD then contacted the local
humane society, “who said it’s out of
their realm” and directed the WPD to
the Division of Fish and Wildlife,
which is “formulating a plan,” ac-
cording to Sgt. Rodger.

“[Fish and Wildlife] said if it comes
out of the water, it’s too fast and they
can’t catch it. There’s not much we
can do short of dredging the pond
dry.”

Judging by a picture and the short
movie, Sgt. Rodger estimated the al-
ligator to be between three and five
feet long.

According to police, the alligator
emerges between 10 and 11 a.m. to
sun itself.

“My assumption is that it was a pet
that got too big, and someone aban-
doned it,” Sgt. Rodger said.

“It’s not indigenous, so it creates a
stir,” he added.

Sergeant Chris Battiloro told the
newspaper, “We received complaints
and responded appropriately every
time. We exhausted all means avail-
able to us…We are taking it seri-
ously.”

He said in terms of extricating the
animal, “we have limited options right
now. I’m satisfied it won’t pose a
significant threat if it’s left alone.”

He said that after an officer from
Fish and Wildlife responded and con-

ducted an investigation, he told the
police that the cold-blooded reptile
“won’t survive the winter.”

Richard Farinato, the director of
the Cleveland Amory Black Beauty
Ranch in Texas, a sanctuary that serves
as a permanent refuge for more than
1,300 animals on 1,300 acres in east
Texas, told The Leader it is “more
likely [the animal] is a caiman, which
comes from South America.”

He said the best method to extricat-
ing the animal is “baiting it into a
trap,” whereby the animal “[gets] used
to being fed in a certain pen, and they
pull the gate on him.”

The winter, “if serious enough, will
kill him.” He did, however, say the
animal could survive “if it burrows
down into the mud, and you have a
mild winter.”

If it survives, “eventually, it will
become more of a nuisance.”

He didn’t deem alligators “ex-
tremely aggressive by nature,” but
said it’s “not beyond them to go after
a companion pet or small kids.”

While saying the chances were re-
mote, he added, “if, down the road,
this sucker turns into a 12-foot alliga-
tor, you’ve got a substantial problem
on your hands.”

For the time being, Sgt. Battiloro
encouraged people to “stay away.”

“There are rumors of people feed-
ing it, which we don’t
recommend…Let it be,” he said.

The DEP cautioned residents to
call 1-877-WARN-DEP if the alliga-
tor is sighted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Later, Alligator

Westfield Mem. Library
To Suspend All Services

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library has announced that it
will suspend all services – including
children’s services – starting Tues-
day, September 4, until renovations
at the library are completed.

The library initially only suspended
all adult services during the renova-
tion process. Library personnel an-
ticipate that the library will reopen in
late October. To check for updates
concerning the library renovation and
reopening, please visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org.

A list of libraries accepting
Westfield Memorial Library cards
also can be found on the website.
Through the website, individuals ad-
ditionally can take advantage of the
library’s many online services.

They can utilize links such as
ListenNJ for downloadable audiobooks;
MyLibrarydv to download videos and
movies; QandANJ to connect live to a
librarian, and the library’s online re-
sources to access music, electronic
books and other materials.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information about online ser-
vices or renovations at the library, visit
wmlnj.org or call (908) 789-4090.

dents used to be sent out-of-district to
a specialized program.

Superintendent Foley lists redis-
tricting as his toughest challenge over
the years. “Redistricting is always
very difficult. Very emotional.”

A recent advisory committee on
middle school space was also “ex-
tremely difficult” for Mr. Foley. “The
community is not willing to accept
that Edison and Roosevelt (Interme-
diate Schools) should be viewed as
providing the same opportunities. It
makes it very difficult to balance en-
rollment between those schools in
any way other than a mandatory
redistricting…So voluntary measures
don’t seem to work very well.”

Mr. Foley also said the parking
issue at the high school “has been a
sore point in the community.”

“There is a lot of anger and bitter-
ness unfortunately not matched with
a lot of willingness to compromise,”
he said.

Mr. Foley said he felt that the citi-
zens’ committee report in 2003, which
developed an alternate side of the
street-parking plan around the high
school, was a “viable solution.”

“I was disappointed that it wasn’t
even considered by the council at that
time,” he said.

Mr. Foley said the Westfield com-
munity has been “very good” to work
with. “One of the advantages of work-
ing in Westfield is that parents are so
supportive, so you  can do things
here. You can improve things here.”

“Children come to school here pre-
pared. In that sense it makes teaching
easier. You know that these children
have been socialized to want to
achieve, to want to learn. They come
with enormous social capital, which
allows to accomplish a great deal.
Not all communities have that,” he
said.

He said the community is always
supportive from helping technology
funding to coaching. “We have this
great network of support that exists.”

Mr. Foley and the board of educa-
tion met monthly during the school
year with the presidents of the Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO). A sec-
ond monthly meeting is open for all
parents to attend.

The outgoing superintendent and
his wife moved to Cowperthwaite

Place last year. They have resided in
Westfield since 1984 when Mr. Foley
first joined the district as the chief
financial officer. His wife teaches at
Union County College.

“So I intend to stay in town. I have
no plans to move. I hope to quietly
help out,” noting he will continue to
be active with the Westfield Optimist
Club, the Martin Luther King Com-
mittee, the Westfield Y’s Board of
Directors and the Westfield Histori-
cal Society, the latter of which he has
joined as a new board member.

He said he hopes to continue writ-
ing on education issues and “maybe
bike across the country.” He also plans
to take writing courses, such as the
short story course he has signed up
for.

Mr. Foley considered teaching
courses at a few universities but said
he has not yet found a course he is
interested in instructing.

“I’m just looking forward to retire-
ment. I’m very grateful for the oppor-
tunity that I have had and I think my
successor Peg Dolan will do a terrific
job,” he concluded.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Foley Set to Retire

lar education students along with the
100 percent of the special-education
costs – $115,000 – and one third of
the transportation costs, or $100,000,
officials said.

Currently, 151 Garwood students
attend ALJ.

Resident and former BOE member
Linda Koenig asked if the Garwood
BOE should get involved since “our
students go to ALJ and there are some
major problems happening.”

Board member Gary Maher replied,
“I don’t think we should. Clark is on
the SCC’s case and it looks to be
under control.”

In other business, Mrs. Koenig also
addressed the board about installing
generators in Garwood’s Lincoln
School. “I’ve mentioned this before
at other meetings and will continue
doing so,” said Mrs. Koenig, “Bor-
ough Hall has a generator but doesn’t
have the room if it needed to house
hundreds of people due to a natural
disaster, emergency or terrorist act.
The school has the room and there
should be generators installed. You
see what’s going on in the world and
we should be ready. Maybe use the $1
million surplus (in the school budget)
and purchase some or get a Home-
land Security grant.”

Board president Adele Lewis asked
Lisa Marano, chairman of the BOE’s
buildings and ground committee, to
look into generator costs and installa-
tion.

The BOE voted to award a $5,136
project contract to Cranford builder
William Drejka to make alterations
to approximately 3,600 square feet of
the the first floor of the Garwood Free
Public Library, located in Lincoln
School.

The project would include the in-
stallation of a new fire exit and con-
struction of a wall to prevent library
patrons from entering the school. Mrs.
Guerriero said the wall would provide
“two separate exits from the library.”

BOE member Barbara Greet and
chairman to the students/staff com-
mittee congratulated former student
and native David Durante, who was
crowned the 2007 U.S. men’s gym-
nastics national champion after win-
ning the Visa Championships in San
Jose, Calif., on Friday.

He is trying to make the 2008 men’s
gymnastics Olympic team. Acting Su-
perintendent Theresa Quigley, Lincoln
School principal, taught Mr. Durante in
fifth grade and said “he would walk on
his hands on mats and was very excited
about gymnastics and would say, ‘I’ll
make the Olympics one day.’ I’m very
happy to see him trying out and we wish
him lots of luck.”

The next BOE meeting will be held
on September 18 at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council
Heckel was the only bidder and the
contract is for a term of one year.
The company refuses to go for
multiple years, officials said.

The borough also entered a two-
year agreement with TelVue Virtual
Television Networks to manage the
borough’s local access channel TV35.
The agreement will be of no cost to
the borough.

“There has definitely been an im-
provement on [TV35] since these
people have been with us,” said Mayor
Robert Viglianti.

Council members have agreed to

issue a check in the amount of $300
to the Deerfield School Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) as a do-
nation in support of the PTA Fair to
be held on October 6 at Deerfield
School.

All bids for the street sweeping of
commercial and light industrial areas
in the borough were rejected. The
rejection was based on the possibility
of shared services with Union County,
officials said.

After receiving three bids for the
pothole repairs contract, the borough
has awarded the lowest bidder, Jo-
Med Contracting Corp., in the amount
of $10 per square foot with the con-
tract not to exceed $25,000.

John McManus has been appointed
as the Temporary Part-Time Electri-
cal Inspector until the return of Joe
Marretta.

Councilman Robert Messler con-
cluded the meeting by addressing an
August 7 fire at 1203 Wyoming Drive,
where borough police officials res-
cued a 77-year old woman from her
burning home.

“The response time was unbeliev-
able,” said Mr. Messler. “I know we
have had trouble in the past, but
when need be they rose to the occa-
sion.”

Borough officials said that the res-
cue and fire squads could use volun-
teers. Those interested should con-
tact borough administration.

AND THEY’RE OFF…A packed East Broad St. hosts 2,200 runners for the
Downtown Westfield 5K pizza race, the largest registration for the event thus far. The
runners originated mostly from New Jersey, but also as far away as California and the
United Kingdom. More than 540 pizza pies, cookies and refreshments were provided.

WF BOE to Meet
On August 28

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation will meet next Tuesday, Au-
gust 28, at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

The business agenda will include
a report on summer development of
curriculum, a facilities update, in-
cluding summer projects at the
schools, as well as decisions on per-
sonnel appointments. A complete
agenda will be available on
westfieldnjk12.org and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street
by tomorrow.

All BOE meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m.
and 7 p.m. and on Saturdays and
Sundays at 10 a.m.

goleader.com/classifieds
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Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEN I GROW UP... John Huby of Scotch Plains imitates entertainer Polka Dot (Ron Albanese), the singer/dancer/
entertainer who plays the guitar and sings with youngsters while the Philadelphia Funk Authority sets up its eight-piece band
last Thursday at Augustine Park. The free concert, sponsored by the Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee, drew scores
of families to watch the entertainment.

 

Garwood 

Pointe 

Fanwood 

Mews 

Fanwood
Fonte 

Westfield 

Savannah 

Cranford 

Crossing 

Age-Restricted? 55+ 55+ No 55+ No 

Type of Units Townhouse  Condo Condo Condo Condo 

# of Units 44 8 12 35 50 

# Bedrooms 2 2 2 2 1 to 2 

# Bathrooms 2.5 2 1.5 2.5 1 to 2 

Levels/unit 3 1 1 1 1 

Sq. Footage 1,900-

3,000 

1,417-

1,531  

1,200-

1,800  

1,620-

4,350  

1,100-

1,400  

Starting Price  $500K  $479K $425K $920K $2,325/mo. 

1st  Move-In Current Late 08 N/Avail.  N/Avail. Current 

Number Sold         30 N/Avail. 5 pending 14 39 

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUSTED ROOT...A railing on the southside platform of the Westfield train
station shows rust and decay that has completely severed the upright beams from
their bases on the ground. See related editorial on page 4 and photo gallery at
goleader.com/photos.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MR. KEAN GOES TO WESTFIELD...State Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), center, speaks with Times assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, and
Times intern Martin Sweeney in the Times office in Westfield on Monday
afternoon. See story on page 8.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief
Takes Skills Out West

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis spent
his summer vacation on a busman’s
holiday, a vacation where someone
engages in activity that is similar to
their usual work. During the last half
of July, Chief Ellis was out west fight-
ing wildfires.

He told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times he was part of a 20-person crew
that spent two weeks fighting six dif-
ferent fires in southeastern Idaho.
Being a member of the New Jersey
State Forest Fire Service made Chief
Ellis eligible for consideration to fight
out-of-state fires. But first he had to
pass a physical exam that involved
hiking for three miles with a 45-pound
pack in less than 45 minutes. He said
he started training for the test early in
January before the actual exam at
Kittatinny State Park in northern New
Jersey.

Once he arrived in Idaho on July
15, the daily routine varied little. Chief
Ellis said the crews camped outside
in tents and sleeping bags, usually
only three or four miles from the
fires. They woke up every morning at
6, ate breakfast and then boarded
buses an hour later to head to the fire
line. Lunches were taken along in the
firefighters’ backpacks.

With hot daytime temperatures and
no humidity, “you had to make sure
you drank water because you didn’t
even feel yourself sweating,” Chief
Ellis said. The days usually lasted
until 10 p.m., when “we would get off
the line, come back, have dinner and
then go to sleep.” Evening leisure
activities were nonexistent, Chief
Ellis said, “because we were dead
tired when we got back.” He added
that it also took a few days to get
conditioned to working in the 5,500-
foot altitudes in the mountains of
Idaho.

The first fire he faced was already
contained by the time he arrived, but
Chief Ellis’ crew spent that day pa-
trolling the perimeter “looking for
any hot spots.” The second day was
spent fighting a new fire nearby, with
the crew setting off “back fires” that
are utilized to clear a specific area of
trees so that it acts as a buffer of sorts
and stops the main fire from spread-
ing beyond that point.

“It’s different from fighting a struc-
ture fire,” Chief Ellis said, because if
problems arise, “there’s no place to
go.” Setting the backfire on the sec-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Lyndsey Withdraws from Mayoral
Race; Dems Seek Council Candidate

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Republi-
can mayoral candidate Patricia
Lyndsey has withdrawn from the race,
according to Ted Trumpp, Republi-
can municipal chairman for Fanwood.
While the GOP decides on whether to
run a canidate, Democrats are look-
ing to fill a vacancy created last week
by the resignation of Councilman
Joseph Higgins.

Mr. Trumpp said Ms. Lyndsey felt
she would not be able to fulfill her
duties as mayor. “[Mrs. Lyndsey and
her husband] have a house down in
Florida and basically plan to spend
more time down there, especially in
the winter,” he said.

Mr. Trumpp said he is not sure yet
whether or not the Republican party
will put up another candidate, al-
though he said the municipal com-
mittee has discussed it.

“Early in September we’d have to
file a name to run for mayor,” Mr.
Trumpp said.

The last day to fill a vacancy is
September 19.

He said the party would not, re-
gardless of whether or not another
candidate is named, support current
Mayor Colleen Mahr, a Democrat
who seeks re-election.

Meanwhile, Mr. Higgins told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last
week that he is “going through a
difficult divorce right now that I
thought, frankly, would be over with
at this point.”

He further elaborated, saying, “I
thought I couldn’t be an effective
councilman, run a good campaign
and be involved in the divorce all at
the same time. I thought I would be
shortchanging the other candidates
and the town.”

Assemblywoman Linda Stender,
Fanwood’s Democratic municipal
chairman, said the Fanwood Demo-
cratic Council met on August 14 and
nominated three candidates to replace

Joseph Higgins.
The three candidates are William

Populus, Patricia Plante and Daniel
Zucker.

Mr. Populus is a former council-

man who ran for mayor in 1999.
“Whichever name the council picks,

I am convinced that, that person will
serve the residents of Fanwood well,”
Ms. Stender said.

New Age-Restricted Housing Units Pop Up
Along North, South Avenues Corridor
By BETH BUDNICK

and GEORGIA MIERSWA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Construction of age-re-
stricted housing along the North-
South Avenue corridor of Cranford,
Garwood, Westfield and
Fanwood nears completion.

New condominiums for
prospective buyers ages 55
and up will include the
Pointe at Garwood, the
Fanwood Station Mews and
the Savannah in Westfield
on Prospect Street. Addi-
tional non-age-restricted
housing projects include the
Messercola Fonte Plaza at
Fanwood Condominiums
and the Cranford Crossing.

The Pointe at Garwood, a
joint project between Mil-
lennium Homes and ARC
Properties, runs along North
Avenue in Garwood next to
the Westfield border. The
new property has 44 three-
story units, of which 30 have been
sold. Each property consists of 1,900
to more than 3,000 square feet, as
well as amenities such as private el-
evators (see chart for more details).
The first new residents of the Pointe
moved in on July 25.

Bettyann Tortorello, sales manager
for the Pointe at Garwood, told The
Westfield Leader that new customers
were “mostly local people who are
just downsizing,” citing that the ma-
jority of customers have been
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Clark and
Mountainside residents. “There is a
tremendous need in Union County
for age-restricted housing,” she said.

William and Margaret Psosa moved
into the Garwood Pointe at the end of
July after buying their Pointe townhouse
in February 2006. They decided to move
because, according to Mr. Psosa, “My
wife and I are getting older.”

He added, “The elevator was our
primary consideration.”

“We’re really improving the area,”
Ms. Tortorello said.

The Pointe at Garwood is also home
to the Lofts at Garwood, which con-
sists of 40 two-level apartments de-
signed for young commuters looking

for a place to live.
Of the Pointe’s location, Ms.

Tortorello said, “Garwood is eventu-
ally going to be an adorable little
town between two big towns.”

In neighboring Westfield, another

project has also begun. James Ward,
architect and president of the Linden-
based Ward and O’Donnell develop-
ing company, is in the process of
building an installment of luxury con-
dominiums on Prospect Street.

The Savannah, named after Mr.
Ward’s niece, consists of 35 age-re-
stricted condos ranging from $920,000
to $2.4 million and from 1,620 to 4,350
square feet of single-level living.

The Savannah building, available
only to buyers 55 and up, bears some
similarity to the James Ward Man-
sion on East Broad Street. The exte-
rior will be constructed with lime-
stone and brick, while the inside will
include mahogany floors, marble sur-
rounds and loft ceilings. Mr. Ward
said meeting with prospective Savan-
nah buyers from Westfield, as well as
from surrounding areas in New Jer-
sey and New York City, keeps him
busy during the week.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census
Bureau census, 27.3 percent of the
town of Westfield is older than 55.
Mr. Ward said the fact that the Savan-
nah is age-restricted housing is one of
the main reasons the town took so
well to the idea of construction.

“At this point in their lives, buyers
will no longer have young children,
meaning that the town will not need
to put additional money into Westfield
schools,” he said.

In addition to the Savannah con-

struction, Mr. Ward is working on plans
for a 47-condominium building on the
newly purchased St. Anne’s School
property in Garwood. Like Savannah,
the condos will be age-restricted; how-
ever, the units will be more affordable
(about $350,000 each) and marketed
mainly to Garwood residents, he said.

Mr. Ward predicts that the Savan-
nah project will be completed in De-
cember or January.WPD, Town Administrator

Confirm Gator Presence
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An alligator has
found refuge in Westfield’s Gregory’s
Pond, located on Clark Street past the
Brightwood Park intersection. The
town administrator and Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) confirmed the
reptile’s presence; a police sergeant
said the alligator is not a “significant
threat to public safety” at this time.

Despite those confirmations, the
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wild-
life, a division within the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP), could not corroborate
the sighting after visiting the pond.

Westfield Police Sergeant Scott
Rodger acknowledged that the police
are aware of the alligator, which
Trailside officials identified as “any-

thing [from] a baby to a juvenile
alligator” when shown a picture.

Sgt. Rodger said, “Yes, we do know
of it. We have video. We contacted the
New Jersey Division of Game and
Wildlife, who said they were too busy
with [black] bear calls and couldn’t
respond. However, they said they
would get back to us. I would not
have believed it if I hadn’t seen the
video myself.”

On Tuesday, Darlene Yuhas, a
spokeswoman for the DEP, told The
Westfield Leader, “Fish and Wildlife
did respond to a report of a an alligator
sighted on August 7. However, when
personnel arrived, they were not able
to see an alligator and could not con-
firm its presence. Since then, we have
not received any additional reports.”

BH Council Announces Public
Meeting to Discuss Master Plan
By JENNA NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Town-
ship Councilman Thomas Pirone said
Tuesday night that a public meeting
will be held on September 10 for
residents to provide input on pro-
posed changes to the township’s mas-
ter plan. At this meeting, the town’s
planner will discuss goals for the new
master plan and provide maps, draw-

ings and details of the changes.
Following the public meeting, a sub-

committee of the planning board will
rework the master plan based on pub-
lic comments and put a plan in front of
the planning board for the final vote.

Resident Thomas Foregger said the
public should receive documents re-
lating to the proposed changes prior
to the meeting to conduct appropriate
research and discussion.

“I am suggesting that for real sub-
stantive input from the public, you
put this on the township website so
people know what’s going to be shown
before the meeting,” he said.

Mr. Prione said he could ask the
planner to provide a list of goals for
the new master plan and any other
information that might be available
in advance. According to the New
Jersey Open Public Meeting Act,
documents are required to be avail-
able to the public 10 days before the
planning-board meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BROADAY ON THE GREEN…Above, members of STARS (Student Thespians
Are Recreating The Stage) perform a musical number from Les Miserables last
weekend at Alan Augustine Memorial Park at the Village Green in Scotch Plains.
Below, theatergoers enjoy the performance.
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POLICE BLOTTER

courtesy of Bill Jordan
GATOR-ADE… An estimated three-to-five-foot juvenile alligator emerges from
Westfield’s Gregory’s Pond, where it resides. Bill Jordan, a resident of
Mountainside and a realtor at Taylor and Love, received this picture from a
neighbor and dropped it off at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 13, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported being a vic-
tim of harassment after receiving sev-
eral phone calls over the last several
weeks at all hours of the day and night.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of
Gales Court reported that someone re-
moved several items from her house
while she was having a party. Police
said it is unknown which person attend-
ing the party removed the items valued
at approximately $250.

Friday, August 17, Paul Boykins, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant. He was initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
and the warrant was discovered. He
was transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, August 17, Jessica Cangelos,
28, of Cranford was arrested and
charged for possession of a fake insur-
ance card after she was stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters where
she was processed and released on a
summons.

Saturday, August 18, Lacie Preston,
30, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. She was initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
Preston was transported to police head-
quarters where she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, August 18, a resident of
Clydesdale Road reported that some-
one smashed the window of his vehicle
that was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, August 18, Patrick Sharpe,
54, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged for soliciting without a permit
after police received numerous reports
of an individual knocking on doors late
at night trying to sell magazine sub-
scriptions. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 7, Timothy J. Finne,

27, of Fanwood was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Hetfield Avenue and North
Avenue. He posted bail and was re-
leased.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
made purchases totaling $300 on a credit
card that was unauthorized. Police are
investigating the incident.

Thursday, August 9, Carol A.
Ganczewski, 42, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant on
Martine Avenue. She posted bail and
was released.

Saturday, August 11, a resident of the
100 block of King Street reported that
someone damaged a side mirror of their
vehicle.

Monday, August 13, a business on
the 200 block of South Avenue reported
that someone wrote graffiti on a trailer.

Tuesday, August 14, Jennifer A.
Fetzer, 24, of Warren was arrested on an
outstanding Reddington Township war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue and Pleasant Avenue.
She posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, August 15, Wendy F.
Williams, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with hindering apprehen-
sion and obstruction after fleeing a
motor vehicle accident on Martine Av-
enue and North Avenue. She was
charged and released.

Wednesday, August 15, Matthew D.
Marotta, 33, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
and Paterson Road. He posted bail and
was released.

Wednesday, August 15, Jorge Suarez,
26, of Toms River was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road and Chetwood
Terrace. He was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Friday, August 17, a Beech Avenue
resident reported that she received a
charge on her credit card that she did
not make. Police are currently investi-
gating the incident.

Tuesday, August 21, Michael R.
Rafferty, 28, of Linden was arrested on
outstanding Linden, Clark, Clifton,
Millburn, Bloomfield, and Lodi war-
rants. He posted bail and was released.

Westfield
Sunday, August 12, Emily Hall, 28,

of Bridgewater was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Clark Street. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Sunday, August 12, a black-and-yel-
low mountain bicycle was reported sto-
len from a residence on the 600 block of
Westfield Avenue.

Monday, August 13, Matteo
Guasconi, 19, of Westfield was arrested
on a Union County Sheriff’s Office no-
bail warrant after a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Clark Street. He
was held pending transport to the Union
County jail.

Monday, August 13, a metal-and-
wood picnic table was reported stolen

from the grounds of Tamaques Elemen-
tary School on the 600 block of Willow
Grove Road. The missing property is
valued at $200.

Tuesday, August 14, a business on
the 100 block of West North Avenue
was defaced with profanity that was
painted on the rear of the building.

Wednesday, August 15, a resident of
the 600 block of Shadowlawn Drive
reported that his motor vehicle was
damaged while parked at the south side
Westfield train station the previous day.
The damage consisted of a cracked rear
passenger window.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of
the 300 block of Orenda Circle re-
ported the theft of her purse and its
contents from within her unlocked
motor vehicle while it was parked in
her open garage.

Friday, August 17, Armando Castillo,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to sub-
mit to an Alcotest after a motor vehicle
stop at North and Fourth Avenues. He
was released on his own recognizance
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Benito Merino,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Livingston
Street. He also was taken into custody
on a New Brunswick traffic warrant.
Merino satisfied the warrant by posting
$400 bail and was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Mathew
Feinstein, 24, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Tuttle Parkway. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Okwara Nnachi,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Bridgewater traffic warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Crossway Place. Nnachi was released
after posting $165 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Antoinette M.
Ohare, 46, of Metuchen was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant following
a motor vehicle stop at West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. She was
released after posting $91 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Pamela Wilson,
19, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation on
the 500 block of Hillcrest Avenue. She
was released on her own recognizance
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Aaron Jackson,
42, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation at
Prospect Street and Effingham Place.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Maurice
Sheppard, 43, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark war-
rant with bail of $2,500. He also was
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana follow-
ing an investigation at Prospect Street
and Effingham Place. He was turned
over to the Newark Police Department
after failing to post bail.

Mountainside
Saturday, August 11, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported that
someone entered his vehicle parked in
his open garage and stole his change
holder containing $5.

Monday, August 13, Santos A. Torres-
Herrera, 29, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged for driving with-
out a license following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 West at New Provi-
dence Road.

Friday, August 17, Furqan A. Bilal,
33, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 East.

Saturday, August 18, Anthony R.
Rodgers, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while under
the influence after his vehicle was found
disabled on Mill Lane, police said. Po-
lice said Rodgers was found to be in
possession of marijuana and various
drug paraphernalia.

Saturday, August 18, Riclair Charles,
20, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and for an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
West. He was stopped for driving with-
out a muffler and fictitious plates.

Saturday, August 18, Lori M. Vetere,
20, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged for driving while under the
influence on Route 22 West. She was
transferred to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Monday, August 20, Andrea Johnson-
Square, 23, of Newark was arrested and
charged for possession of marijuana,
driving with a suspended license and
for an outstanding warrant out of New-
ark. She was stopped by Mountainside
police on Route 22 East for driving
with fictitious plates. Johnson-Square
was transferred to police headquarters
where she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Kean Says State Becoming
Unaffordable for Residents

reduce “some of the red tape” on
school districts to enable more money
to “go directly into the classroom.”

He said special-education aid
“should be funded by the state.

“Westfield would benefit from a
formula that had special-ed costs be-
ing paid entirely by the state. But we
cannot have a wealth-weighting fac-
tor (as proposed in Trenton)…And I
would oppose that measure.

“We need to ensure that we have
efficiency in spending so that the
needs of Westfield are being met,”
Mr. Kean said. “Right now, the 4- to
5- percent state-aid figure needs to be
strengthened…to reflect the realities
of Westfield and Scotch Plains,
Fanwood [and] the region.”

The senator said he favors having
school aid “follow” a special-educa-
tion child to whatever school he or she
attends to address the issue of the high
costs incurred by districts to educate
seriously disabled children. He said
recent governors have not fully funded
a bill he sponsored to address this issue.

He said the state needs to stop the
practice of “pay to play,” through which
political contributions are exchanged
for lucrative state contracts. He called
this practice a “corruption tax.”

Mr. Kean noted that he has been
pushing for state funding for the
Cranford flood-control project. He
said the Legislature had appropriated
$3.25 million but was later “blocked”
by former Governor Jim McGreevey.

“Jim McGreevey let the money
lapse, meaning that he did not release
the money pursuant to the law. It’s
one of our great frustrations.”

Former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco signed the bill into law
after both houses of the Legislature
approved it.

Mr. Kean said he supports a re-
gional approach to flooding that re-
sults from increased development
along the Rahway River.

Additionally, he has been pushing
for a ban on dual-office holding by
state legislators. He said Governor
Jon Corzine and the Democratic ma-
jority in the Legislature have devel-
oped a ban, but that it will not be
effective until after the General Elec-
tion in November, when all 120 seats
are up for election. He said he op-
poses allowing legislators to run for
multiple offices this year.

The senator said moving the state’s
Presidential Primary from June to
February 5 was a good decision. He
said New Jersey has the 11th highest
population and will now likely im-
pact the nominees chosen to run for
president.

Mr. Kean supports former New York
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, who he said
“understands the needs of the citi-
zens of New Jersey on everything
from transportation infrastructure to
fiscal responsibility to economic de-
velopment and homeland security.”

The senator said he is “optimistic”
the GOP can take control in the Leg-
islature from the Democrats. “I be-
lieve that we can work hard to bring
the real voice of fiscal responsibility
to Trenton.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea in-
formed the newspaper that a group of
residents in the area, the Brightwood
Homeowners Association, privately
owns the pond, which acts as a water-
shed flow for the town.

“I had heard there was an alligator
in the pond, but it seemed unbeliev-
able,” he said.

He added that both the police and
health departments were sent out af-
ter the town received three calls itself.

Sgt. Rodger, who showed the news-
paper the alligator footage shot with
a police-car camera, said that on Au-
gust 7, a resident of Sunnywood Drive
reported a sighting.

The WPD then contacted the local
humane society, “who said it’s out of
their realm” and directed the WPD to
the Division of Fish and Wildlife,
which is “formulating a plan,” ac-
cording to Sgt. Rodger.

“[Fish and Wildlife] said if it comes
out of the water, it’s too fast and they
can’t catch it. There’s not much we can
do short of dredging the pond dry.”

Judging by a picture and the short
movie, Sgt. Rodger estimated the al-
ligator to be between three and five
feet long.

According to police, the alligator
emerges between 10 and 11 a.m. to
sun itself.

“My assumption is that it was a pet
that got too big, and someone aban-
doned it,” Sgt. Rodger said.

“It’s not indigenous, so it creates a
stir,” he added.

Sergeant Chris Battiloro told the
newspaper, “We received complaints
and responded appropriately every
time. We exhausted all means avail-
able to us…We are taking it seriously.”

He said in terms of extricating the
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Later, Alligator
animal, “we have limited options right
now. I’m satisfied it won’t pose a
significant threat if it’s left alone.”

He said that after an officer from
Fish and Wildlife responded and con-
ducted an investigation, he told the
police that the cold-blooded reptile
“won’t survive the winter.”

Richard Farinato, the director of
the Cleveland Amory Black Beauty
Ranch in Texas, a sanctuary that is a
permanent refuge for more than 1,300
animals on 1,300 acres in hills of east
Texas, told The Leader it is “more
likely [the animal] is a caiman, which
comes from South America.”

He said the best method to extricat-
ing the animal is “baiting it into a
trap,” whereby the animal “[gets] used
to being fed in a certain pen, and they
pull the gate on him.”

The winter, “if serious enough, will
kill him.” He did, however, say the
animal could survive “if it burrows
down into the mud, and you have a
mild winter.”

If it survives, “eventually, it will
become more of a nuisance.”

He didn’t deem alligators “ex-
tremely aggressive by nature,” but
said it’s “not beyond them to go after
a companion pet or small kids.”

While saying the chances were re-
mote, he added, “if, down the road,
this sucker turns into a 12-foot alliga-
tor, you’ve got a substantial problem
on your hands.”

For the time being, Sgt. Battiloro
encouraged people to “stay away.”

“There are rumors of people feed-
ing it, which we don’t recommend…
Let it be,” he said.

The DEP cautioned residents to
call 1-877-WARN-DEP if the alliga-
tor is sighted.

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON POINTE…A construction crew on the site of the Pointe in Garwood, which
had its first move-in July 25. The Pointe is one of the new age-restricted housing
developments on the North-South Avenue corridor.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. said this week he is concerned New
Jersey is becoming unaffordable due
to increased state spending and bor-
rowing over the last half dozen years.

He said state spending has increased
50 percent while its debt has reached
$30 billion, fourth highest in the na-
tion in terms of debt per resident.

During a Monday interview with
The Times, the senator said this trend,
along with an $11-billion hike in state
taxes, has caused the state’s popula-
tion to decline by 165,000 residents
over the past three years.

“The number one issue that im-
pacts the people of New Jersey is
affordability,” he said.

Mr. Kean said state borrowing has
doubled over the past six years, main-
taining that New Jersey must priori-
tize its spending practices.

The senator said the population
dropped by 72,000 last year, 58,000
in 2005 and 35,000 in 2004. Pub-
lished reports have said this could
result in the loss of a Congressional
seat in the 2010 census.

“Hundreds of thousands of people
over the course of the last five or six
years have simply found New Jersey
unaffordable and have been forced to
leave,” Mr. Kean said.

For that reason, he said legislators
should “block the Turnpike sale…the
asset monetization, securitization.
Whatever you want to call it. The plan
to sell the Turnpike, the Parkway, the
Atlantic City Expressway…is sim-
ply unacceptable.” He said such a
transaction would only make the state
even more unaffordable.

“It is a sale. To give something of
value in exchange for goods and ser-
vices, that’s a sale in my book,” he
said. “So you are selling off some-
thing of value for 99 years” for be-
tween $30 and $40 billion.

He said he is concerned that the
money would be spent in a few years
and create “a long-term hole in the
budget and 99 years of the revenue not
coming to the state (in toll money).”

Mr. Kean said should state officials
privatize, tolls “would increase faster
than the rate of inflation. In some
cases maybe dramatically so.” He said
motorists might opt to use local road-
ways to avoid higher tolls, increasing
traffic congestion on municipal roads.

“It’s a sale. It’s an increase in taxes,
not only in terms of the toll raise; it’s
the impact on local communities. It’s
the selling of a major state asset for an
immediate, one-shot windfall with-
out a long-term focus,” he said.

Mr. Kean said the state also needs to
revise the method by which school aid
is calculated. “Towns like Westfield,
Scotch Plains, receive anywhere from
5 percent of their educational append-
ing from the state.” He said the na-
tional average is 40 percent.

The legislator said the property-tax
rebate program “is not a long-term
solution…we need to have real prop-
erty tax reform and part of that will
involve the school funding formula.”

Mr. Kean has sponsored a bill to

GW BOE Hears Clark’s
Intention to Sue SDA Corp.

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Garwood Board of
Education member Christine Guerriero,
liaison to the Clark Board of Education,
spoke at Tuesday night’s BOE meeting
about the Clark BOE filing a lawsuit
against the New Jersey Schools Devel-
opment Authority (SDA), which re-
placed the New Jersey School Con-
struction Corporation (SCC).

“The $33-million school renova-
tion project that the SCC had been
working on since 2005 at Clark’s four
schools still has not been completed
and the first day of school is fast
approaching,” Ms. Guerriero said.

“Even though not all construction
will be completed before September
4, the Clark BOE members say they
are comfortable enough to allow stu-
dents to return to Arthur L. Johnson
High School, with work to be com-
pleted during after-school hours.
[The] Clark BOE has no ‘plan B.’
They feel that with the lawsuit against
SCC and added pressure, the SCC
will have more people working on the
schools to get them completed,” Ms.
Guerriero said.

Under a new 10-year send-receive
contract, Garwood’s high school stu-
dents attend ALJ in Clark, and
Garwood pays $1.5 million for regu-
lar education students along with the
100 percent of the special-education

costs – $115,000 – and one third of
the transportation costs, or $100,000,
officials said.

Currently, 151 Garwood students
attend ALJ.

Resident and former BOE member
Linda Koenig asked if the Garwood
BOE should get involved since “our
students go to ALJ and there are some
major problems happening.”

Board member Gary Maher replied,
“I don’t think we should. Clark is on
the SCC’s case and it looks to be
under control.”

In other business, Mrs. Koenig also
addressed the board about installing
generators in Garwood’s Lincoln
School. “I’ve mentioned this before
at other meetings and will continue
doing so,” said Mrs. Koenig, “Bor-
ough Hall has a generator but doesn’t
have the room if it needed to house
hundreds of people due to a natural
disaster, emergency or terrorist act.
The school has the room and there
should be generators installed. You
see what’s going on in the world and
we should be ready. Maybe use the $1
million surplus (in the school budget)
and purchase some or get a Home-
land Security grant.”

Board president Adele Lewis asked
Lisa Marano, chairman of the BOE’s
buildings and ground committee, to
look into generator costs and installa-
tion.

The BOE voted to award a $5,136
project contract to Cranford builder
William Drejka to make alterations
to approximately 3,600 square feet of
the the first floor of the Garwood Free
Public Library, located in Lincoln
School.

The project would include the in-
stallation of a new fire exit and con-
struction of a wall to prevent library
patrons from entering the school. Mrs.
Guerriero said the wall would provide
“two separate exits from the library.”

BOE member Barbara Greet and
chairman to the students/staff com-
mittee congratulated former student
and native David Durante, who was
crowned the 2007 U.S. men’s gym-
nastics national champion after win-
ning the Visa Championships in San
Jose, Calif., on Friday.

He is trying to make the 2008 men’s
gymnastics Olympic team. Acting Su-
perintendent Theresa Quigley, Lincoln
School principal, taught Mr. Durante in
fifth grade and said “he would walk on
his hands on mats and was very excited
about gymnastics and would say, ‘I’ll
make the Olympics one day.’ I’m very
happy to see him trying out and we wish
him lots of luck.”

The next BOE meeting will be held
on September 18 at 7:30 p.m.

ond day, he noted, meant the
firefighters were situated between a
40-foot drop off into a creek and the
primary fire itself. One of the pieces
of equipment the crews carried was a
fire shelter, which Chief Ellis likened
to “a Shake-and-Bake bag.”

In an emergency such as fast-mov-
ing fire, he said a firefighter would lie
facedown on the ground and cover
himself with the fire shelter, and then
“you hope the fire just goes over you.”

Some of the firefighting crews in-
cluded prisoners from Idaho, Chief
Ellis said. He recalled one day when
two different fires had to be fought.
His team was sent to an area he said
had the highest rattlesnake concentra-
tion in the U.S., while the prison crew
was sent to the comparatively safe
area where a timber fire burned. The
crew did not spot any rattlers, though,
because the ground was too hot.

The chief said the teams received
good reviews for their efforts last
month and added that he would “ab-
solutely” do it again next year. “It was
a good experience.”
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SPFD Chief

Council President Elaine Perna
asked to have the public meeting well
publicized.

Resident Lisa Smith expressed con-
cern over the meeting date, which
coincides with the first day of school.

“The first night back at school is
very hectic, and many people would
like to attend this meeting, but you’re
not going to get a lot of public input
because a lot of people have school-
aged children,” she said. “The master
plan has huge consequences for the
town and, in all fairness, I think the
date should be reconsidered.”

In a separate council report, council-
man Louis DiPasquale asked about the
progress of a police ordinance regard-
ing promotions in the department.

The council, however, remains at a
standstill over who should have the
appropriate authority to make such
decisions, the mayor or the council.
Despite Mr. DiPasquale’s efforts to
move the issue forward, the township
attorney said the council cannot pass
an ordinance without naming the ap-
propriate authority and did not rec-
ommend that the council do so.

During the citizens hearing portion
of the meeting, residents Mr. Foregger
and Carol Matula questioned the
council’s fiscal approach to a proposed
bond ordinance of $10 million, for,
among other things, the construction of
a community center. Mr. Foregger and
Ms. Metulla asked for a referendum
vote on the bond ordinance.

The bond ordinance also covers the
acquisition of a pump fire truck and

rescue vehicle, the acquisition of a
street sweeper and garage doors and
the repair and reconstruction of tennis
courts, baseball fields and playgrounds.

Mayor David Cohen said the adop-
tion of a bond ordinance is a respon-
sibility of the council. “You elect the
people who go into office, and your
legislators vote on these things,” he
said. The public hearing and final
adoption of the ordinance is sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 4.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance amending a May 9, 2006,
bond ordinance providing for road
and parking improvements. If
adopted, the ordinance calls for an
increase of the appropriation fee to
$1,485,000, up from $1.3 million, an
amendment to the project description
and other conforming chances.

In other business, the council
adopted an ordinance amending and
supplementing entitled building and
construction fees.

Township construction official
Robin Greenwald said the increase is
necessary to cover rising administra-
tive fees and construction costs. While
the ordinance raised the minimum fee
for building and demolition permits
and swimming pools, the cost per cu-
bic foot of a public building, electrical
fees and alterations did not change.

“Most fees remain the same be-
cause we do make some money, but
we are going to have to hire extra
people for these projects, and I only
get to ask for these fees once every
two years,” Ms. Greenwald said.
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Berkeley Heights Council

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEMONADE STAND…Local youngsters man a lemonade stand at Alan Augus-
tine Memorial Park at the Village Green in Scotch Plains last weekend. Members
of STARS (Student Thespians Are Recreating The Stage) performed Les Miserables
last weekend at the park.
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State Denies Cranford’s Bid
For Extraordinary Aid

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford town-
ship committee discussed the denial of
Cranford’s appliation for extraordinary
aid at its August 14 meeting.

This year, the township applied for
$1.3 million in extraordinary aid from
the state but was rejected. Since they
could not find relief there, township
officials said the town must increase
taxes to 10 points from eight points.

Tom Grady, director of finance,
treasurer and tax collector, told The
Leader/Times a tax point in Cranford
equals $165,000 in spending, trans-
lating to $18 in taxes per the average
home assessment of $180,000. The
total amended municipal budget for
this year is $27,912,664.

Due to the Nor’Easter in April, spend-
ing increased $298,000 for debris re-
moval, repair to the municipal court-
room on the ground floor of the munici-
pal building on Springfield Avenue,
police, fire and public works overtime,
and a down payment for a bond used to
repair the High Street footbridge and
the Riverside Drive dike. Officials said
the courtroom flooded during the April
storm causing damage to furniture, paint
and draperies.

Township officials said they are
waiting to hear a response to their
FEMA application, which they hoped
would have come before they had to
announce the revised budget.

To add to the expenditures, next
year’s budget would face a state-man-
dated increase in pension funding, of
which Cranford is obligated to dis-
burse $660,000 in 2008.

To add to the township’s unexpected
expenses, officials said that during the
August 10 rainstorm, the Cranford
Fire Department was hit by lightning,
about its fifth hit in seven years, knock-
ing out radio communications for three
days. The department was able to set
up temporary equipment through
Union County in the interim.

Fire Chief Leonard Dolans said it
took four to five hours for the emer-
gency frequency to come on. The
township’s insurance auditor has es-
timated damages to the tune of
$20,000 to $25,000. The fire depart-
ment replaced a cable extending to
the radio and repaired the antennae
on the Saturday after the storm but
still need to replace the console.

The township committee passed a
resolution to purchase a radio commu-
nications system for the fire depart-
ment. The insurance deductible is
$1,000 and Chief Dolans said he ex-
pected its insurance company to reim-
burse the township for the damages.

The  committee approved an ordi-
nance at its g to add eight new me-
tered parking spots by bumping out
the curb and aesthetic improvements
to the Post Office Plaza on Eastman
Street, and a replacement of the mu-
nicipal building’s generator.

Officials said the $173,500 geared
for the project, of which $125,000 is
for the generator and the remainder
for Post Office Plaza, are funds taken
from the Orchard Brook project, a
40-year flooding control issue that
has residents unhappy about the real-
location of the money.

The committee said last week that
they expect a grant of $100,000 for
police communications. If the grant is
received, previously allocated money
would go back into the Orchard Brook
project, which is up for review in 2008.

Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak said
the project must be redesigned be-
cause earlier drawings were not ac-
ceptable to all residents on West Holly
Street. He also said previously there
was not enough township committee
support for the funding.

During the meeting’s public com-
ments session, Martha Garcia of South
Union Avenue, a stay-at-home mother
who is running for the committee,
voiced concerns about the reactivation
of the Rahway freight railroad line. She
said there is no funding for phase two of
the project, which would extend the
line from Cranford to Summit.

“It could be a train to truck transfer
depot,” Ms. Garcia said.

In her research, she said she found
that in the first three years of activation
of the train line three trains would oper-
ate a week, which equals about 200
tractor-trailer trucks. In the fifth year,
she said residents could see five trains a
week, meaning about 400 tractor trail-
ers would traverse South Avenue.

“Can the streets of Cranford sup-
port this amount of traffic? What will
they contain?” she asked. “It’s a seri-
ous public safety concern.”

Other residents addressed the po-
tential senior housing for people ages
55 and up planned for Birchwood
Avenue by Woodmont Properties.
Residents have been upset about
building on the borders of the wet-
lands and have flooding concerns.

Other residents said the development
would alleviate taxes. The Cranford
Planning Board will continue to hear
the application at its Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19 meeting. If the board ap-
proves the application, it will then move
to the township committee.

Another topic on the agenda was
Cruiser Nights. Once a month, during
June, July and August on a Thursday
evening in downtown Cranford, the
township closes North Union and Alden
streets from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. for a free
classic car show. Some merchants have
complained about the blocking of the
roads, stating they lose sales revenue.
Others say it boosts business because
people have the freedom to mill around.

“The stores are packed,” said Bar-
bara Bilger, Director of the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce.

She said the operator of Just 4
Pooches, a dog supply store open
until 6 p.m. weekdays, has com-
plained to the Chamber about Cruiser
Nights. Mayor Michael Plick said
other merchants have found fault in
the street closings; he would not dis-
close the names of the merchants.

The committee opted to put a deci-
sion on Cruiser Nights on hold until
they can meet with the area busi-
nesses to discuss alternatives.

“If we move it to a parking lot they
won’t do it,” Ms. Bilger said.

She said car owners like the option
to walk around and get food and if it’s
the cars are displayed in a parking lot
they don’t have that freedom. The last
Cruiser Nights took place August 16.

SCOTCH PLAINS – A new state
law penned by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) will
help ensure that families of pre-teen
and teenage girls receive the most
current information about how to pre-
vent cervical cancer.

Parents and guardians of students
in grades 7 through 12 will receive an
educational fact sheet about the hu-
man papillomavirus (HPV), which
will include information about its
causes, symptoms, means of trans-
mission and most effective methods
of prevention.

The new law requires the Commis-
sioner of Education and the Commis-
sioner of Health and Senior Services
to develop and distribute an educa-
tional fact sheet for students in grades
7 through 12.  Private schools are
encouraged, but not required, to dis-
tribute the information.

“We are accustomed to think of
cancer as unpreventable due to its
genetic or environmental origins,”
said Asm. Stender.  “We need to get
the word out that some cancers are
spread by viruses and that a new
vaccine can dramatically cut risks of
infection.”

The human papillomavirus (HPV)
is one of the best-known examples of
cancer caused by infection with a
virus.  HPV is one of the most com-
mon sexually transmitted diseases in
the United States and can be spread
through sexual contact not involving
intercourse.

“This is a clear case where a parent’s
decisions can help a child begin adult-
hood with a solid foundation in pre-
ventive health care,” said Asm.
Stender.  “It is important for parents
to get the most up-to-date informa-
tion and make decisions that are in
the best interests of their daughters’
future health.”

There are more than 100 different
strains of HPV.  Most are harmless,
but certain strains can cause devastat-
ing health effects, including genital
warts and cervical cancer.  Overall, it
is estimated that at any given time,
20-40 million Americans are infected
with HPV.

HPV has been detected in over 90
percent of cervical cancer cases. The
American Cancer Society estimates
that over 9,700 new cases of HPV-
related cervical cancer will be diag-
nosed this year.

Research has also revealed that
smoking can increase the relative
risk of cervical cancer linked to HPV.
Nicotine and other byproducts con-
centrate in the cervical tissue and
decrease its natural ability to fight
off infections.  This finding is sig-
nificant because although the new
vaccine prevents the majority of HPV
infections, it does not prevent all of
them.

“The connection to smoking is es-
pecially disturbing because the num-
ber of young women who smoke has
gone up, even while other population
groups are cutting back,” Asm.
Stender said.  “We owe it to our
daughters to get the facts about HPV
out in the open.  The vaccine and
good life choices are both needed to
prevent this disease.”

Governor Corzine Taps State
Treasurer As New Chief of Staff
Governor Jon Corzine has named

State Treasurer Bradley Abelow as
his chief of staff, replacing Tom Shea.
Mr. Shea resigned from the public
payroll to work on Mr. Corzine’s per-
sonal payroll as an advisor for the
Governor’s “asset monetization” plan.
Mr. Abelow made headlines recently
when he sent a letter to mayors call-
ing Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce’s letter on asset monetiza-
tion misleading.

ELEC Looking Into
Rahway Dems Reports

The Star-Ledger has reported that
the state’s Election Law Enforcement
Commission (ELEC) is investigating
allegations that the Rahway Demo-
cratic Committee failed to submit le-
gally required campaign finance re-
ports for the 2006 municipal elec-
tions.

Rahway Democratic Chairman
Rick Proctor, a Union County free-
holder, told the paper, “We will coop-
erate fully with ELEC. Any problem

we had were oversights and not inten-
tional and not an attempt to evade our
legal obligations or violate the public
trust.”

Green Seeks Probe Into
Plainfield School Dist.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield) has asked the state
department of education to investi-
gate the operation of the Plainfield
school district following the ap-
pointment of an interim superinten-
dent at a rate of $850 per day, The
Star-Ledger has reported. Peter
Carter was hired as interim superin-
tendent June 8 after Paula Howard
resigned from that position, the ar-
ticle stated.

Mr. Green said he believes Ms.
Howard was forced to resign by the
board and should have been retained
for another month per her contract
and to ease the transition.

South. Carolina GOP Moves
Primary Date to January 19

CNN has reported that the South
Carolina Republican Party has moved
its primary from February 2 to Janu-
ary 19, two weeks earlier than some
20 other states, including New Jer-
sey, will hold their primaries. Florida
will hold its primary January 29. Iowa
has not announced when it will hold
its nominating caucus. New Hamp-
shire has also not announced its pri-
mary date.

Bramnick Wants Prosecutors
To Report Crimes by Illegals
Politicsnj.com has reported that

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) will introduce legis-
lation to require county prosecutors
to notify the federal Immigration
and Customs Enforcement Agency
whenever an illegal immigrant is
charged with a crime in their juris-
dictions.

Press Assoc. Joins Watchdog In
Fight Against Form for Records
The New Jersey Press Association

has joined the Union County Watch-
dog Association in its challenge of
Union County’s policy requiring citi-
zens to use a standardized form when
requesting public records, according
to The Star-Ledger. Tina Renna, the
association’s president, said the Gov-
ernment Records Council has over-
stepped its authority in issuing its
advisory opinion supporting Union
County’s new one-page form.

Police Arrest Doc.
For Sexual Assault

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office announced on Friday that a
Springfield physician surrendered to
authorities this morning based upon
an outstanding arrest warrant charg-
ing him with first degree aggravated
sexual assault.  Dr. James Mauti,
whose office is located at 406
Milltown Road, turned himself in to
authorities just after 11 am, was pro-
cessed, and appeared before Superior
Court Judge John S. Triarsi who set
his bail at $150,000.  Mauti was re-
leased after posting the bail.

Mauti, who practices sports and
internal medicine, was charged with
assaulting a woman on November 25,
2006 at his office after sedating her
with multiple drugs in preparation
for a medical procedure.  The victim
was a patient and former employee of
the doctor’s.

The charge came after a lengthy
investigation by the Springfield Po-
lice and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.  The investiga-
tion is on-going and authorities are
asking any members of the public
with information to contact Det. Judd
Levenson of the Springfield Police at
(973) 912-2249 or Det. Peter Klaskin
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office at (908) 527-4500.

Erratum
In last week’s page 2 release con-

cerning the Westfield United Way’s
fundraising campaign launch, the
wrong names appear under the
photo. From left to right are active
Westfield residents Cyrene and
David Foltz, who will return as
volunteer campaign co-chairs.

We regret the error.

get involved.
goleader.com/organizations

JUNIOR ACHIEVERS…Fifth-grade Junior Girl Scout Troop 766 of Westfield’s
Jefferson Elementary School recently earned their Bronze Award – the highest
award a Junior Girl Scout can achieve. Their community service project included
creating games for and working at a spring carnival at the United Methodist
Church in Plainfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rebecca Kiefer, Lizzie
Kwok, Erin Yucetepe, Emma Lorenzo, Sarah Cronin, Rachel Fan, Tristan
Abaya, Morgan Maloney, Stephanie Milan and Cindy Xaio.
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The Catholic Elementary Schools in the
Archdiocese of Newark offer a positive,
encouraging and safe environment where
children can grow in body, mind and spirit.
Our caring, qualified teachers provide a
strong, academic foundation – over 97%
of Catholic school graduates advance
to college.

The Catholic Elementary Schools in
the Archdiocese of Newark are deeply
committed to helping students develop into

productive, responsible adults and citizens
with goals and direction in life. And
although Catholic faith-based values are
basic to our education, religious diversity
is an integral part of our classrooms.

Catholic Elementary School is the start
of a smart investment in your child’s future.
To help families manage tuition, we offer
flexible payment programs. This value-
based education is well worth the cost.

Then again, so are your children.

The Catholic Elementary Schools in the Archdiocese of Newark
Opening hearts, minds and doors.

To learn more about the Catholic
Elementary Schools in the Archdiocese of
Newark, please call (973) 497-4258.

Para mas información sobre las Escuelas
Católicas Elemtales de la Arquidiócesis de
Newark, favor de llamar al (973) 497-4258.

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

new friends?
When’s the best time to make

�

Today, at

❑ Please send me more information.

WL 8/23/07

Munoz Calls for Governor to
Oppose NYC Commuter Tax

New Report Reviews RVSA
User-Charge System

SUMMIT – Republican Assem-
blyman Eric Munoz (LD-21) on
Monday said a decision by federal
transportation officials to not fund
the controversial “congestion pric-
ing” portion of a transportation plan
proposed by New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg should signal an
end to the “ill-advised” idea and called
on Governor Jon Corzine to take a
firm stand against the plan.

“Hopefully now that Mayor
Bloomberg sees there will be no fed-
eral dollars supporting this ‘conges-
tion pricing’ idea, he will do the right
thing and withdraw this proposal,”
said Mr. Munoz. “New Jersey com-
muters are already paying far too
much in taxes and tolls, and this
would be an unacceptable burden for
those motorists who must commute
into work in New York City.”

He responded to news reports that
the federal government has agreed to
provide $354 million for Mayor
Bloomberg’s plan to reduce traffic in
the city but left it to the city to come
up with the more than $200 million
needed for a system to charge extra
for people who drive into Manhattan
between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

The Bloomberg proposal is to
charge drivers $8 and trucks $21 a
day to enter or leave Manhattan be-
low 86th Street on weekdays during
the workday.

Mr. Munoz was a sponsor of AR-
272, a bipartisan resolution passed
by the General Assembly in June

that memorializes the New York Leg-
islature to disapprove the New York
City congestion pricing pilot pro-
gram.

“In addition to the unacceptable
financial burden this would place on
already overburdened taxpayers, this
program would place a significant
demand on New Jersey’s transporta-
tion infrastructures,” Mr. Munoz
added. “New Jersey Transit could be
stretched beyond capacity as motor-
ists burdened by the congestion toll
turned to public transportation rider-
ship. It also could swell capacity on
local roads and alternative routes.”

Mr. Munoz also said that it was
time for Governor Corzine to take a
firm stand against the Bloomberg pro-
posal. To date, the Governor has ex-
pressed skepticism but has said he
wants to see details of the plan to
evaluate its impact.

“Governor Corzine should not leave
the door open to this congestion pric-
ing scheme and should issue a firm
repudiation of the plan,” Mr. Munoz
said. “New Jersey taxpayers are al-
ready overburdened and we know the
Governor is proposing possible toll
hikes as part of his asset monetization
plan. There is simply no excuse for
him to even consider the possibility
of adding even further to this bur-
den.”

Mr. Munoz encouraged residents
to call the Governor’s Office at (609)
292-6000 and urge him to oppose the
plan.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Last Thursday’s
meeting of the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) began with
a presentation of a report reviewing
RVSA’s method of charging munici-
palities for services. The report found
some errors and inequities in the sys-
tem and made recommendations to
correct them.

The study, performed by engineer-
ing firm Hatch Mott MacDonald,
looked at the current system of user
charges and suggested ways to im-
prove its fairness and accuracy.
Russell Johnson gave the presenta-
tion. The study resulted from a law-
suit brought by the Township of Clark
disputing the current system.

The current system uses 19 flow
meters to measure the amount of flow
each municipality contributes. These
meters are placed near where sewer
mains cross municipal borders. Some-
times, for various reasons, some homes
in one town are serviced by the sewers
in another town. A mathematical for-
mula adjusts for those homes to main-
tain fairness, Mr. Johnson said.

He said Roselle Park is the one
municipality that is not metered. Part
of the study looked into the reason for
that. Hatch Mott examined the sys-
tem and installed temporary meters
to determine Roselle Park’s flow.

He said rather than the estimated
320,000 gallons per day, the town
generated about one million per day.

The study recommended that two
flow meters be added to the system to
measure Roselle Park’s sewage flow.
The result, it said, would likely triple
Roselle Park’s municipal sewerage
assessment. Mr. Johnson’s report es-
timated the additional cost at $35,000.

Charges are applied based on three
measurements: flow, biochemical oxy-
gen demand (BOD) and total suspended
solids (TSS), with each representing
one third of the cost. BOD uses the
sample’s demand for oxygen to mea-
sure how much biomass exists in the
sewage, while TSS measures how much
solid material is in the sewage.

The current system uses a method
called “grab sampling” to determine
how much each municipality contrib-
utes to the need to process these mate-
rials. The billing system uses a baseline
estimate and adjusts each municipality’s
charge accordingly, Mr. Johnson said.

When a town’s samples contain less
biomass and/or solids, its charges are
done at a “much lower” rate, referred
to as “negative loading.” Hatch Mott
recommended against using this pro-
cess, saying grab sampling can induce
inaccuracies due to location selected,
time of day of sampling, etc.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s interim
executive director, said a recent
change in monitoring practice has
resulted in Cranford, which has ben-
efited from negative loading situa-
tions in 2004 and 2006, moving to

close to its five-year moving average.
Hatch Mott representatives asked

the authority to change to a composite
monitoring system, essentially going
from a single sample to a more regular
schedule to reduce sample variability.
They estimated the cost of additional
sampling at $35,000 per year.

Hatch Mott also found that munici-
pal adjustments appeared to have “sig-
nificant” calculation errors. They sent
letters to each municipality’s engi-
neer, requesting information on homes
and locations of sewer connections.

Mr. Johnson said three communi-
ties – Woodbridge, Scotch Plains and
Kenilworth – have responded to the
inquiry. Most others said they were
working to provide the information.

Mr. Johnson said this process could
be complicated, including the possible
need to open manholes; he said slow
responses likely suggested a careful
job. Based on data from area water
companies, Hatch Mott suggested the
per-residence adjustment be reduced
from 300 gallons per day to 200, based
on average use of 234 gallons per day,
with 80 to 90 per cent being discharged.

The study looked at other struc-
tures for charging municipalities, such
as billing entirely on flow rate and use
of an EDU (equivalent dwelling unit)
system, using water company data to
determine charges. The firm rejected
those formats for a variety of reasons,
including high startup costs and the
need to rely on other sources for data.

The study concluded that the cur-
rent system is fair, though it requires
some corrections.

In other business, Manny Parada of
CCMS, the construction manager on
the cogeneration/sludge dryer project,
reported that the startup process for
the sludge dryer is underway. He said
Caterpillar has approved the connec-
tion of standby generators, a step to
get the plant operating without the
cogeneration portion, which is stalled
due to this past spring’s explosions.
The explosions occurred during en-
gine testing at cogeneration facility
and damaged exhaust components on
two of the facility’s four engines.

Don Sharp, reporting in place of Jim
Wancho as consulting engineer, noti-
fied the board of some unexpected bends
in sewer lines being slip lined. The
bends make it impossible to slide the
plastic lining pipe into the existing pipe.

Mr. Sharp asked for authorization
and funding to better identify pipe
locations in order enable more effi-
cient progress on the project. The board
agreed to the requested change order.

RVSA employee Tony Gencarelli
addressed the board with privatization
concerns related mostly to his inter-
pretation of United Water’s operation
of Rahway’s municipal water system.

Rahway commissioner Peter Pelissier
and Cranford commissioner James
Murphy, who disputed statements Mr.
Gencarelli made at a Cranford commit-
tee meeting, questioned his claims.

The Center for Orthopedic

Surgery and Sports Medicine

located at

Drs. Thrower and Bullek would like to take this

opportunity to welcome Dr. David M. Deramo

in joining their practice as of August 6, 2007.

Dr. Deramo specializes in complex surgery of

the shoulder and knee including arthoscopy

and knee replacement surgery.

We pride ourselves in providing

specialty orthopedic care.

202 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-7797

New Apiarist Strives to
Strengthen NJ’s Beehives

TRENTON – A 21-year veteran of
the New Jersey Department of Agri-
culture is trading cows, sheep and
pigs for a decidedly more delicate
member of the animal kingdom –
honeybees.

Tim Schuler, a senior animal health
technician for the department’s ani-
mal health division, has been named
the new state apiarist, and began that
job on August 20. He takes over the
position vacated last spring by the
retirement of then-state Apiarist Paul
Raybold.

“I want to help build up not only the
commercial beekeepers, but also the
hobbyists, the people who have 50,
60, 70 colonies,” Mr. Schuler said.
“They can take the pollination jobs
that sometimes may be too small for
the larger beekeepers to do.”

The state apiarist aids New Jersey’s

beekeeping industry by inspecting
hives for signs of disease or parasites,
ensures that colonies being brought
into New Jersey from other states for
pollination work on farms do not bring
disease or parasites into the state, and
works with educational institutions to
encourage more people to get involved
in beekeeping.

As for colony collapse disorder, the
mysterious dying-off of colonies for
that has struck the industry over the
past few years, Mr. Schuler said he “is
more than willing to work with the
researchers” in trying various ap-
proaches to finding the cause of the
problem and search for solutions.

His own personal theory is that
researchers have been looking too
hard for one cause when it is more
likely to be a combination of factors.

“It could be nutritional, could be
chemical, maybe even some viruses,”
Mr. Schuler said. “Over the last 100
years, there have been recorded times
of honeybee die-off. It’s usually lasted
a season, then things get back on
track.”

A past president of the New Jersey
Beekeepers Association and current
president of the South Jersey Bee-
keepers Association, Mr. Schuler
holds a bachelor’s degree from Dela-
ware Valley College of Science and
Agriculture and has also studied ento-
mology at Cumberland County Col-
lege.

Mr. Schuler said he also planned to
continue working closely with Rutgers
University and the New Jersey Bee-
keepers Association to expand the
“Bee-ginners Beekeeping” course
offered since last year.

Public Advocate Files Appeal
To Stop Telecom Decision

NEWARK — New Jersey Public
Advocate Ronald Chen announced
on Tuesday, August 14, the filing of
an appeal to reverse the Board of
Public Utilities’s (BPU) order that
would essentially deregulate local
phone service to an estimated
585,000 New Jersey customers.

The board’s June order removes
its authority to regulate rates, terms
and conditions of phone service for
the state’s 130 competitive local ex-
change carriers (CLECs), including
companies such as AT&T,
Cablevision and Comcast. Mr. Chen
is asking the Appellate Court to re-
verse that decision. Approximately
585,000 New Jersey ratepayers were
using CLEC services as of July 2006.
A CLEC is a telecommunications
provider company that generally
competes with established carriers.

“If this decision is left to stand,
the competitors to Verizon will be
free to charge whatever they want
and the board will be unable to regu-
late phone services,” Mr. Chen said.

Mr. Chen said the Department of
Public Advocate’s Division of Rate
Counsel filed the appeal in response
to the BPU decision on June 29,
2007 that reclassified New Jersey’s
CLECs as “competitive.” Under state
law, the BPU can deregulate a ser-
vice if it finds sufficient competition
in the market.

Fewer than 10 percent of the reg-
istered 130 CLECs in New Jersey
elected to participate in the BPU’s
proceedings examining deregulation,
Mr. Chen noted.

Under Appellate Court procedure,
the Division of Rate Counsel will
file a brief 45 days after the BPU
files a statement of items comprising
the record on appeal with the Appel-
late Division.

The Department of the Public Ad-
vocate represents the interests of
consumers of electric, natural gas,
water/sewer and telecommunications
and cable TV service. Additional in-
formation can be found on the
website at njpublicadvocate.gov.

BEE-AUTIFUL…  New State apiarist
Tim Schuler inspects a honeybee colony
in Columbus, Burlington County.
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Follow SP Planning Bd.
Cell Tower Review

Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents,
please take the time to find out about the
120 ft. monopole cell phone tower, pro-
posed to the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
by Omnipoint Communications, Inc. The
tower proposed is to be placed on a pri-
vate property between McGinn Elemen-
tary School, Kramer Park, a designated
wetlands area and residential homes.

Please consider what this will mean to
the area and if the sacrifices are worth the
gain. The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
will be meeting on this issue on Septem-
ber 6, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Town Hall.

Troy Postlewait
Scotch Plains

Personal Data only for Profit:
Should You be Concerned?

Certain things should make one nervous about his or
her privacy, or at least give one cause to ponder.

Personal data, even that which is part of the public
record, the intent of its use by marketers (or worse), the
security of such data and the potential harm or nuisance
of its release are just some examples of such concerns.

One’s social security number, color of eyes and hair,
height, weight, credit cards, phone numbers, address,
purchases, deeds, itineraries, voting habits and many
other things are in government computers. Soon, if not
already, one’s health records will be in the computers
and marketed.

Apparently a person’s information with EZ Pass is a
public record and is available upon request by a third
party – including where and when the device was used.
We understand from a recent Associated Press article
that lawyers are using EZ Pass information in divorce
cases, trying to prove infidelity.

We also understand that one’s social security number
is not to be used for identification – and that it is against
the law to demand it. However, try to obtain a driver’s
license, mortgage or health insurance without provid-
ing it.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi recently raised
another example of concern. At the last freeholder
meeting, Data Track, a private company in California
and a subsidiary of American Title Insurance Co., has
requested a copy of the county’s database for deeds and
mortgages. Freeholder Angel Estrada did raise a con-
cern over transmitting the information.

“They (American Title Insurance) could certainly

sell it to a third party, and that is certainly a concern,”
said Ms. Rajoppi, when questioned by freeholders. The
county clerk said the request is different from one by
the National Deed Service, which she said purchased
county deeds and then offered them for sale at 300
percent over the cost the county charges for the docu-
ments.

She said Data Track has agreed to pay the county for
the data (from as far back as 1992), which Ms. Rajoppi
said needs to be digitalized for the purchase.

County Counsel Robert Barry said the information is
“a public document, so they are entitled to it.”

Now, just what is this company going to do with your
deed information?

Apparently, all this information is valuable to busi-
nesses and they have learned how to make a profit from
it; but at what expense? Do these sales put citizens at
risk?

If there is no profit to be made, it seems critical
personal information is ignored. How does a criminal’s
personal data get overlooked, especially if he or she
proves to be an illegal alien? Why aren’t convicted
felons deported if their information is, in fact, so easy
to find? Unfortunately, things can and have gone horri-
bly wrong – the recent murders in Newark are only one
example of departments failing to communicate be-
cause it might necessitate more work or expenses.

In the end, the situation begs the question: why is
the government willing to sell your personal informa-
tion for profit, but unwilling to use it to protect its own
citizens?

Traffic Must be Reduced to
Remedy GSP Exit 135 Situation

Mayor Should Weigh Progress with
Historic Preservation Costs, Effects

Red Tail Hawks Seen at
Gary Kehler Stadium
I was reading The Westfield Leader

this morning [Aug. 16] and I saw the
picture of the Red Tail Hawk perched on
top of the tree. There are also two more of
them that I see in the morning (6 a.m.) at
the Gary Kehler Field house trying to
catch squirrels for their breakfast.

Donna Russo
Westfield

A short time ago a front-page article
described the upcoming re-construction
of G.S. Parkway Exit 135 in neighboring
Clark. Having been brought up in Clark
and now living in Westfield for over
twenty years, Exit 135 has been quite
familiar to me. Although I have not seen
any traffic studies regarding Exit 135, it is
very apparent that the traffic volume us-
ing Exit 135 and its’ various feeder roads
has exploded over the past ten to twenty
years. Anyone using these roadways dur-
ing commuter hours I’m sure would agree
that it is no fun either approaching or
exiting Exit 135.

I’m sure the improvements described
by Turnpike Director Michael Lapolla
will make the situation for drivers better,
but only to a point. Improvements such as
traffic signals, connector roads, lighting,
milling and resurfacing are all a step in
the right direction. Anyone who drives on
the 135 circle itself knows it has become

a minefield of potholes, and is confusing
to those unfamiliar with it.

What I believe would go a long way to
improving overall conditions with Exit
135 is decreasing the traffic volume using
this exit in the first place. A step in that
direction might be looking at construct-
ing a new exit either at either Inman or
Lake Avenues. Of course traffic studies
would have to be done in this regard. But
I think one of the Parkway problems in
general is that there currently is no exit
between Clark and Route 27 to the south.
This situation forces perhaps thousands
of drivers living to the south to use Exit
135.

The upcoming improvements may
make things better at Exit 135 in the short
term. But I think the state should look at
more long-term solutions – not just fresh
blacktop.

Michael Ince
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and for-
warded to The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

*****
With regarding historic preservation, I

would urge caution on such a board ordi-
nance.

I remember when the Class of 1942
was told they would attend the new high
school in 1940.  Children were concerned
about going all the way over to the south
side of town, despite the fact that a large
portion of the cost would be picked up.

I remember when residents didn’t want
Kemper Insurance in our town, and the
company instead moved to Summit.

I remember when the town said
Dooley’s funeral home could not go on
Elm Street because it would cause traffic.
There is a Shop and Stop Grocery store
there now.

I remember when the town said the

Woman’s Club couldn’t sell lots, and
instead must donate the clubhouse, as it
should be declared a historical site.

What you may not know is that the
YMCA wanted the Woman’s Club for a
child care center and the same protesters,
including 90 at one meeting, went ape,
because they did not want it “in our back-
yard!”

Now, the Women’s Club has been
turned into three nice houses. Here, we
had some success and we now have three
beautiful homes on which they pay taxes.

I remember when they told us that
Shop Rite would block our streets with
trucks. They don’t, they would not have,
and we lost the tax revenue.

All of these have one thing in common:
there are people who have never learned.
We must evolve or die.

I have a tree that I would never cut
down, but the next owner should do so
immediately, so that their children can
have a beautiful backyard to play baseball
like our children did.

The town must be careful when consid-
ering historic preservation that it does not
impede progress that the town needs to
make.

Jack McHugh
Westfield

Franklin Principal Fleck has a
Delightful ‘Memory Book’

GARWOOD – Beginning Wednes-
day, September 5, Garwood Demo-
cratic Borough Council candidates
Charles Lombardo and Stephen
Napolitano will kick off the 2007
election season with the traditional
door-to-door campaign throughout
the town.

They will be walking every week-
end and some weeknights until every
household in Garwood has been vis-
ited.

Charles Lombardo has been a resi-
dent of Garwood for the past 32 years.
During this time, he has served on
council for the past 21 years, and he
recently earned his Masters Degree
in Public Administration from Kean
University. He brings valuable expe-
rience and extensive knowledge of
government and the needs of
Garwood’s citizens to the table, hav-
ing served on or chaired every major
borough committee including police,
fire, finance and streets and roads.
Currently, Mr. Lombardo is serving
as Council President, a position his
peers have selected him to hold a
number of times while on council.

Stephen Napolitano, a lifelong,
fourth-generation Garwood resident,
is a graduate of Garwood’s Public
Schools and David Brearley Regional

MEET THE
CANDIDATES

For Garwood Council

High School. He is a practicing ac-
countant, having received his Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Accounting
from Rutgers University. Steve’s fi-
nancial expertise and fiscal responsi-
bility will be a tremendous asset to
the borough and council.

This is his first time running for
council. Mr. Napolitano has been ac-
tive in public service, serving as a
member of the planning board, the
treasurer of the recreation commit-
tee, and was recently elected trea-
surer of the Education Foundation of
Garwood. He also has coached base-
ball and soccer teams in Garwood
and Clark. He has two children en-
rolled at Lincoln School and his re-
tired parents live in town. He notes an
understanding of the changing needs
of families and looks forward to work-
ing with all of Garwood’s citizens in
the future.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Napolitano
are eager to speak with the residents
of Garwood over the next few months,
and they encourage input on issues
felt important to the town. They prom-
ise to be dedicated and focused, to
keep Garwood moving in the right
direction and to continue enhancing
its appeal as a great place for family,
education and commerce.

To begin, I would like to thank The
Westfield Leader, and in particular
Christie Storms, for the wonderful article
that appeared in your publication in June
on the occasion of my retirement. It was
indeed an honor to be recognized in this
way, and I am deeply grateful for this
tribute.

As I count down my final days here, I
can’t imagine a better place to close my
career in education than as the principal
of Franklin School and in the community
of Westfield. Franklin School has meant
the world to me, and I am indebted to the
teachers and staff, the parents, and not
least of all, the children for the journey of

learning we have traveled together these
past six years.

I have a delightful “Memory Book”
from the children (that sparks both smiles
and tears); a magnificent tree planted
alongside the school in my honor by the
PTO; and countless cards and emails – all
of which will assure that Franklin School
is never far from me, regardless of where
I am.

My heartfelt thanks to this community
for entrusting your children to my care –
it has been a privilege to serve you.

Mary B. Fleck, Ed.D.
Principal

Franklin School

Passengers: Do Not Depend on
Railings at WF Train Station

I’m concerned about a looming safety
issue at the Westfield train station – the
steel guardrails and even the girders, which

support the shelter roofs, are rusting. This
began happening almost immediately af-
ter the platforms were remodeled and
extended several years ago, but the situa-
tion has gotten much worse recently – as
you can see from the attached photos, the
bases of several of the handrails have now
rusted completely through.

I have notified both the Town [of
Westfield] and NJ Transit of this situa-
tion, but in the meantime, passengers
should take care not to depend on the
platform railings at the station.

Bruce Phillips
Westfield

Infrastructure Small Things:
WF Train Station Guardrails

The bridge collapse in Minnesota has brought safety
concerns surrounding public infrastructure into the
spotlight in recent weeks. Bruce Phillips, an observant
Westfield resident, informed the Town of Westfield, NJ
Transit, and The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times about the deteriorating condi-
tion of the steel handrails and girders at the Westfield
Train Station.

Mr. Phillips’s letter on this page was accompanied
with several photographs. The Leader/Times investi-
gated and confirmed the train station condition. We
further observed a deteriorating concrete wall that
retains the gravel-support fill on the north-side fascia at
the parking lot. Surprisingly, this concrete deteriora-
tion is something we see every day from parking there,
but the significance of it never registered in our minds.
Along with this, we now notice that nearly all the
concrete walls are stained with red iron oxide corrosion
streaming from the runoff water.

Similar concerns of public safety prompted Westfield
Fire Chief Dan Kelly to ask the county’s public main-
tenance branch to look into the corroding streetlight
stand adjacent to the fire station on North Avenue. It
appears to be more than half destroyed in structural
integrity by corrosion at its base.

These are but a few examples of local infrastructure
that may need a closer look. We’re sure that the public
can provide many other examples, now that this issue
is in the forefront. We ask you to provide us with your
observations. Please e-mail them to
editor@goleader.com.

The State of New Jersey, just last week, advanced
repair of the Polaski Skyway to the front burner in view
of recent events. This had been planned for quite a
while, but was delayed in favor of other projects.

So, one question is, what do we ask our leaders to do
about infrastructure? Do we suggest massive new ex-

penditures, higher taxes, more debt and asset monetiza-
tion? Maybe some of this will be necessary due to the
extent of the neglect.

But, we think it is imperative that government tighten
up the ship, adjust priorities, defer “feel good” projects,
face reality, eliminate boondoggles and live within its’
[and our] means.

Nothing could be a more dismal example of how
things go wrong with infrastructure expenditures than
the $8 billion NJ School Construction Corp. (SCC)
mangling. Rather than the wrongdoing players going to
jail, the state disbanded the SCC, and the culture has not
been corrected. The Governor is now reforming it
under a new name and billions more are to be pumped
into the malaise.

In an associated analogy; On April 21, 2005, Kevin
Monaco, director of legislative affairs for Utility and
Transportation Contractors Association of New Jersey,
wrote on the editorial page, headlined “Contractors
Association Says Leader Editorial Lacks Fundamental
Understanding of State Bidding Laws.”

This was in response to the editorial published on
April 14, 2005 entitled, “Could Good Intentions Go
Awry With ‘Value Engineering’ Bill?”

The editor’s note retorted at the time: “The author of
the editorial in question [and author of this piece today]
has 30 years of Professional Engineering and con-
struction experience in New Jersey and throughout the
world on some of the largest and most complex projects,
with both public and private financing.”

How does all this relate to the corrosion of the
guardrails at the train station? We’re not sure but it
makes us see “red.”

As we attend to practical matters, wouldn’t it be
better to have our bridges, schools and infrastructure
built and maintained by engineers rather than Wall
Street “phenoms” or contractors’ unions?

Letters to
the Editor

It seems that I have again disappointed
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, this time
with my observations of the Walkathon
being held in conjunction with the
county’s MusicFest in September. The
Freeholder has missed, or perhaps ig-
nored, my point, which is: Should a gov-
ernment entity use taxpayer dollars to
facilitate and promote a fundraising event
where half of the proceeds will benefit a
non-tax exempt government lobbying
corporation and the other half going
abroad to fund a trek to the Mount Everest
base camp?

The following is taken directly from
the organization’s website:

“The New Jersey Citizens’ Coalition
for Cures (NJCCC) is dedicated to edu-
cating the public about the importance
and potential benefits of increased public
funding for biomedical research... includ-
ing both embryonic and adult stem cell
research...Donations to NJCCC are not
tax deductible, thus allowing the coali-
tion to lobby for legislation.”

It is a misconception for participants of
the walkathon to believe that monies they
raise will go directly for cancer research
when, clearly, it will not. The letter that
the county manager sent to county em-
ployees was certainly not appropriately
worded and could be viewed as coercive
or threatening. And Mr. Devanney, in the
UC Alliance Directions newspaper, states,
“To make a contribution in my name,
click on Everest Rocks, than trekkers to
view participants.”

It should be noted that the freeholders
gave the Alliance a check on Feb. 28,
2007 for $132,562.50 of taxpayers’
money, and the Alliance used the county
postal permit, sending the Directions to
“Postal Patron” countywide, which is a
privilege reserved for government enti-
ties, which they claim not to be. Mr.
Devanney seems to have used tax dollars
to promote his personal message, which
could in turn bring him material benefit.

Further, Freeholder Scanlon obviously
knows little about Lions International,
best known for their collecting of used
eyeglasses, New Eyes for the Needy,
which, by the way, are refurbished then
exported outside the U.S. to impover-
ished nations. Nor does she know about
the thousands of dollars that the Lions
Charitable Foundation collected in the
NY metro area and sent to Lions Clubs in
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina. So
yes, I have my pet charities, but the reach
of those charities goes far beyond the
borders of Union County. Contrary to
what she wrote, I hardly dismiss the suf-
fering of anyone outside of my own circle.
I am proud of my affiliation with an
international organization as giving and
hardworking as the Lions Club.

The statistics in NJ show that at least
one in 10 children have been diagnosed
with a condition that falls in the Autism
spectrum. My child is of college age; any
advances in Autism research will prob-
ably not benefit him, but I have worked to
raise both money and awareness. Autism
on a practical level will cost us millions of
dollars in special education unless we
find the key to unlock the mystery. It is
not only my problem, it is a national issue
as well.

As I stated, I don’t trivialize Mr.
Devanney’s personal health trauma, or
her’s either, for that matter, nor do I
trivialize their need to share those experi-
ences. But, I do not believe that sharing
what I learned about the organizations
that will be the beneficiaries of the funds
raised, or pointing out that this is a politi-
cally charged issue and that there are
those who feel pressured or choose to
participate in the event could unknow-
ingly compromise their personal beliefs,
speaks negatively about my character,
my beliefs or my commitment to help
others less fortunate than myself both
here and abroad.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

GOP Candidate for Freeholder

MEET THE
CANDIDATE

Patricia Quattrocchi
Candidate for Freeholder

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ollamh – A teacher or sage of an-

cient Ireland
2. Braccate – Having feathers which

conceal the feet and legs
3. Torvity – Sternness; grimness
4. Knell – A mournful sound; usually

of a bell toll

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LATIBULIZE
1. To strap with a saddle
2. To hibernate or burrow
3. To stretch or distort
4. To flatten or squash

DISCERPTIBILITY
1. Understanding; perceptiveness
2. Capability or liability to be torn apart

or disunited
3. Given to debate or dispute
4. Capable of being removed from one

environment and thriving in another;
adaptability

TOPHACEOUS
1. Excessively sweaty
2. Haughty; boastful
3. Gritty; sandy
4. Pertaining to the movement of cells

in regard to nutritive matter
AMPHOTERIC

1. Vast; unending
2. Twining about; twisting
3. The uniting of both male and female

germ cells from two individuals in repro-
duction

4. Having both acid and basic proper-
ties
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Issues of Tainted Toothpaste
And Dangerous Fake Drugs

By PETER PITTS
President, Center for Medicine

EDITOR’S NOTE: Peter J. Pitts is
President of the Center for Medicine
in the Public Interest and a former
Associate Commissioner of the FDA.

AREA — Counterfeit Colgate
toothpaste containing diethylene gly-
col, a poisonous chemical used in
antifreeze, recently turned up in dis-
count grocery stores all over the East
Coast. This dangerous chemical has
long been used by chemical compa-
nies in China as a substitute for more
expensive glycerin, an ingredient nec-
essary for toothpaste, soap, and other
cosmetics and drugs.

In 1997, for example, fever syrup
laced with diethylene glycol traced to
China killed dozens of Haitian chil-
dren. After years of assurances that
the Chinese government had cracked
down on the practice, the same fate
later befell 100 young Panamanians.
Mass poisonings from diethlyene gly-
col have also been reported in
Bangladesh, Argentina, Nigeria, and
India. Previously only a problem in
the developing world, the toxin now
threatens U.S. consumers.

If even toothpaste is susceptible to
contamination by unregulated foreign
companies, imagine the potential for
disaster in something as lucrative as
fake drugs. Several members of Con-
gress have introduced legislation to
allow the importation of pharmaceu-
ticals from abroad, promising that
imports will be closely scrutinized
and only permitted from certain coun-
tries, but the reality is not so simple.
First, obtaining drugs from nations
like Britain and France offers little
protection, because chemicals, phar-
maceuticals, and other goods move
freely among the 27 E.U. member
states through a system called “paral-
lel trade.” And because the E.U. does
not require drug importers to record
product information like batch num-
bers, it’s quite common for goods to
travel outside official distribution
channels.

Therefore, drugs purchased from
“safe” countries may well have origi-
nated in Latvia, Cyprus, or elsewhere
in the E.U., where there are ample
opportunities for counterfeits to en-
ter the legitimate supply chain.
Canada is no safer. Most large Cana-
dian internet pharmacies admit to
purchasing many of their drugs from
the European Union. So even Cana-
dian drugs are exposed to the risks of
European trade.

Indeed, the World Health Organi-
zation estimates that up to 10 percent
of globally traded drugs are counter-
feit. Most originate in Asia and Latin
America, where technology is mak-
ing production cheaper and safety
regulations are poorly enforced –
perfect conditions for manufacturing
and distributing fake drugs. Making
matters even more worrisome, penal-

ties for counterfeiters are relatively
slight. In South America, selling co-
caine will land a person in jail for 15
years, but making and selling fake
medicine gets the perpetrator six
months.

These small risks – especially when
combined with the potential financial
rewards – have contributed to the
rapid growth of counterfeiting. By
2010, it’s estimated that global coun-
terfeit drug sales will total $75 bil-
lion. According to the federal Joint
Terrorism Task Force, terrorists have
also proven adept at exploiting weak-
ened chains of pharmaceutical cus-
tody in North America. In a recent
report, the task force revealed that a
terrorist ring with ties to Hezbollah
has been importing counterfeit drugs
into the U.S. through Canada. In other
words, contrary to what advocates of
importation declare, simply mandat-
ing safety by legislative fiat will not
make imports safer.

Without fundamental regulatory
reforms in the countries where coun-
terfeits are produced, the FDA’s ef-
forts will be futile. Allowing the im-
portation of pharmaceuticals with the
ostensible purpose of saving consum-
ers a few bucks is a dangerous re-
sponse to high drug prices. Congress
has a responsibility to protect Ameri-
cans from overseas threats, not ex-
pose them to those hazards. Unfortu-
nately, Congress seems not to have
learned from America’s recent ordeal
with tainted toothpaste.

Courtesy of Sherman Feller
TRAVEL TO RUSSIA...On July 20 inside the Kremlin at Red Square in Moscow,
the Russian Elite Guard perform a military style exhibition for visitors.

Courtesy of David Sunseri
TRAVEL TO LUCERNE…The Kapellbrüecke (Chapel Bridge) over the River
Reuss in Lucerne, Switzerland was built in 1333. In the 17th century, 111
paintings were hanging underneath the roof until a 1993 fire destroyed 86 of them.
Now, replica paintings hang there.

Westfield Library to Suspend All Services
Starting Sept. 1 for Renovations

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library has announced that it
will suspend all services – including
children’s services – starting Saturday,
September 1, until renovations at the
library are completed.

The library initially only suspended
all adult services during the renovation
process. Library personnel anticipate that
the library will reopen in late October.
To check for updates concerning the
library renovation and reopening, please
visit the library’s website at wmlnj.org.

A list of libraries accepting Westfield
Memorial Library cards also can be found

on the website and individuals can take
advantage of the library’s many online
services.

They can utilize links such as ListenNJ
for downloadable audiobooks;
MyLibrarydv to download videos and
movies; QandANJ to connect live to a
librarian, and the library’s online re-
sources to access music, electronic books
and other materials.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information about online services
or renovations at the library, please visit
wmlnj.org or call (908) 789-4090.

RVSA Employee Speaks Out Against
Privatization, Unreasonable Legal Fees

At the Monday, August 13 City of
Rahway Council Meeting, I spoke out
against privatization of the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) and the
raw deal that the City of Rahway
ratepayers got when their municipal wa-
ter company was privatized by United
Water. Their rates went up over 56 per-
cent the first year of the contract (1999)
and have gone up every year since.

I have reviewed the contract and took
the time to point out a number of provi-
sions in the contract that serve the best
interests of United Water to the detriment
of the city’s residents.

In response, Business Administrator
Peter Pelissier stated that the city has
saved $32,000,000 by privatizing the
municipal water company and that this
savings is documented. First of all, it is a
twenty-year contract, so they haven’t
saved all of this money yet. In fact, I don’t
believe that they have saved any money.
(How could they with a 56 percent rate
increase in the first year?) Secondly, these
savings are based on estimates, which
must be flawed.

In my opinion, the majority of the
RVSA Board is being controlled and/or
influenced by State Senator Raymond
Lesniak — and his law firm is unreason-
ably benefiting. [In 2006] RVSA paid
approximately $541,000 to the firm of
Weiner-Lesniak for legal services. That’s
about 10 percent of RVSA’s total labor
cost for about 60 fulltime employees.
Weiner-Lesniak’s fees for 2006 to RVSA
translate to over 3,000 billable attorney
hours at their rate. Do you believe that
there is that much legal work at RVSA?

The total labor cost at RVSA for 2006
was approximately $5,400,000. That
amount includes payroll taxes, pension
benefits, medical benefits, and of course
salaries and wages.

Rahway Business Administrator
Pelissier is also an RVSA Commissioner.
Perhaps, I could be fired from RVSA for
speaking out against privatization, or for
other reasons. I hope not, but I will con-

tinue to fight for what I believe is right.
Anyone interested in hearing more

about privatization at RVSA or the raw
deal that the ratepayers got in Rahway is
welcome to contact me at
Gencare_97@yahoo.com.

Anthony Gencarelli
Edison

Letters to the Editor

Les Marmitons Set
Culinary Programs

CRANFORD — The men’s culinary
group, Les Marmitons, announced their
schedule for the upcoming year. The group
will hold 10 monthly events starting in
September. On June 6 to 8, 2008, they
will host the international gala at the
Grand Summit Hotel.

The regular monthly events will be
held this year on the third Tuesday of the
month and at a new venue, the VFW
Kenilworth Post 2230, 33 South 21st
Street, Kenilworth.

President Bob Rial of Les Marmitons
of Cranford said that the VFW is well
equipped having an eight-burner stove,
four ovens, a large refrigerator and a
commercial dishwasher. A shortfall of
pots, pans, and plates will be made up
through reserves in the group’s treasury
managed by Richard Dreher and buoyed
by the success of their summer BBQ
fundraiser. Mr. Rial added, “As always,
no one leaves until the place is clean!”

He thanked Restaurant 89 in
Mountainside for their generosity in host-
ing the club last year. The group is visit-
ing restaurants and meeting new chefs in
the area during the fall to lead them dur-
ing their cooking sessions.

Les Marmitons is a gastronomic and
social club of gentlemen who share a
common interest in fine food, wine and
the culinary arts. For more information,
see lesmarmitons.org.

For those interesting in joining, con-
tact Bob Rial in Cranford by e-mail at
rialtekinc@comcast.net.
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Robert E. Freundlich and Ms. Katherine P. LeFevre

Ms. Katherine LeFevre
To Wed Robert Freundlich
Mr. and Mrs. John LeFevre of North

Oaks, Minn. have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Katherine Page LeFevre of Houston,
Tex., to Robert Edward Freundlich,
also of Houston. He is the son of Drs.
Richard and Nancy Freundlich of
Westfield.

A 2002 graduate of Mounds View
High School in Arden Hills, Minn.,
the bride-to-be received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in German in
2006 from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, where she was a member of the
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority.

Her fiancé, a 2002 graduate of

Westfield High School, earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in German in 2005
from Johns Hopkins University, where
he met Ms. LeFevre during his fresh-
man year. The future bridegroom was
a brother of the Sigma Chi fraternity.
He received his Master of Science
degree in Biotechnology from Johns
Hopkins University in 2006.

Both Ms. LeFevre and Mr.
Freundlich are second year medical
students at the Baylor College of
Medicine in Houston, Tex.

The couple will be married in Au-
gust 2008 in Baltimore, Md. and will
reside in Houston, Tex.

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM DOLL
(She is the former Miss Amy Sklar)

Miss Amy Sklar
Marries William Doll

Miss Amy Sklar, the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Talbot A. Sklar of Westfield,
was married on Sunday, October 8,
2006, to William Doll. He is the son of
Dr. J. Thomas Doll of Holmdel and
Mrs. Jane Doll of Barnegat.

The late afternoon ceremony and
the reception took place at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Cantor Nancy Ginsberg and
Deacon David Hughes officiated.

Miss Lauren Sklar was the maid of
honor for her sister. The bridal atten-
dants included Miss Irene Doll and
Mrs. Susan Juska, both sisters of the
bridegroom, along with Mrs. Kerry
Adorno, Miss Peggy Brown, Miss
Kathleen Clabby, Mrs. Jackie
Koslowsky and Miss Alisa Margulies,
all friends of the bride. Miss
Mackenzie Queen, the bridegroom’s
niece, was the flower girl.

Robert Lasky, a friend of the bride-
groom, was the best man. Serving as
groomsmen were Matthew Sklar,
brother of the bride; Justin Doll and
Kieran Doll, brothers of the bride-
groom; Terrance Doll, nephew of
the bridegroom; Bruce Juska,
brother-in-law of the bridegroom;
Kenneth Kaplan and David Masor,
both friends of the bridegroom.

Mrs. Judith Kupferberg, the bride’s
aunt, and Steven Lawaich, the
bridegroom’s uncle, did readings.

A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received her Bach-

elor of Arts degree in Sociology at
the University of Maryland at Col-
lege Park. She is working towards
her Master of Science degree in
Human Resources Management at
The New School in New York City
and is employed as a Human Re-
sources Manager at Carat USA in
New York City.

The bridegroom, a 1992 graduate
of Holmdel High School, earned his
Bachelor of Science degree in Archi-
tectural Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder. He is
employed at Hage Engineering in
New York City, where he is an associ-
ate of the firm.

Following a wedding trip to Ha-
waii, the couple resides in Hoboken.

Jillian O’Brien Wins
Cutest Baby Contest
WESTFIELD – Jillian O’Brien of

Westfield recently took top prize at
the First Annual Cutest Baby Con-
test held at the New Jersey State Fair
at the Meadowlands.

Her parents, Maryann D’Agostino
and Edward O’Brien, received a
package shortly after entering
Jillian’s photograph in the contest
stating that she had qualified as one
of five finalists. Included in the pack-
age were free passes to the fair. Jillian
has an older sister, Kayla, who will
turn three years old in September.

The family attended the fair on
June 23, when the winners were an-
nounced, starting with consolation
prizes and followed by bronze, sil-
ver and gold.

As the gold prize winner, Jillian,
who will celebrate her first birthday
next month, received a children’s ga-
zebo, a children’s patio set, two plas-
tic Adirondack chairs, a gift bag that
included a blow-up pool, sun block, a
T-shirt and rubber ducky set; a $100
American Express gift check and a
$200 State Fair Store gift certificate.

WHAT A CUTEY!…This photograph
of Jillian O’Brien of Westfield won her
gold in the New Jersey State Fair’s
First Annual Cutest Baby Contest.

Summer Concert
at Sunrise of Westfield

Saturday, August 25th
1:00pm-4:00pm

— featuring live entertainment —
RSVP to 908-317-3030

Families and friends are invited to an outdoor
summer concert at Sunrise of Westfield. Bring
your lawn chairs or blankets and join us for an
afternoon of fun. Live entertainment will be
provided. Arrive early to meet our team, take
a tour and mingle with residents. See what we
do to make our community a place seniors are
proud to call home.

Sunrise of Westfield                       908-317-3030                       Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Popcorn, snow cone machine,
cotton candy, refreshments

Tuesday Sept. 4, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday Sept. 6, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday Sept. 8, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday Sept. 10, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  SEPT. 10

Wed., Sept. 5 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Sept. 8 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Sept. 8 @ 2:00 pm for experienced

CONTACT Open House
To Launch Fall Training

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, the crisis hotline and listening
center based in Westfield, will kick off
its fall training program with a sample
lesson on active listening during an
open house event on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5, at 7 p.m. It will take place in
the lounge of the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, located at 150 Elm Street.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to sample “CONTACT Listen-
ing,” a method of active, empathetic,
non-judgmental listening that is the
primary skill employed by CON-
TACT telephone counselors.

“People frequently tell me how valu-

able CONTACT Listening is in every
aspect of life,” said Sue Fasano, CON-
TACT training director. “Parents say it
has helped them communicate better
with their children. Other volunteers
tell me it has improved relationships
with their colleagues at work.”

Those attending the open house
also will learn from CONTACT vol-
unteers about the agency’s history in
the community and the different as-
pects of its training program. Light
refreshments will be served.

The weekly training class will
launch on Monday, September 10,
and continue most Mondays through
November 26.

CONTACT volunteers field more
than 8,000 calls a year from callers in
emotional distress in a primary ser-
vice area that covers Union, Essex,
Middlesex, Somerset, Morris, Bergen
and Passaic counties. The agency also
answers calls to (800) 273-TALK, the
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.

An agency of Westfield United Way
and several other area United Ways,
CONTACT also is supported through
grants from private foundations, cor-
porations, houses of worship, service
organizations and individuals.

To attend the open house or for
more information about the training
class, please contact Sue Fasano at
(908) 301-1899 or by e-mail at
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

NAMI Announces Program
For Families of Mentally Ill
AREA – Union County residents

are invited to register for the fall
Family-to-Family Education Program
that will begin on Thursday, Septem-
ber 6. Presented by the Union County
Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance
on Mental Illness), the course will
take place from 7 to 9:30 p.m. on
Thursdays over a 12-week period.

The course is offered free of charge
specifically to the parents, siblings,
spouses, teenage and adult children
and significant others of those with
severe and persistent mental illness.
It is not appropriate for persons who
themselves suffer from one of the
major mental disorders.

In a confidential setting, loved ones
will learn how to understand and sup-
port their ill relative while maintaining
their own wellbeing. NAMI members
who have completed intensive training
will instruct the course. All necessary
materials will be furnished at no cost.

The curriculum will cover such
conditions as schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder (manic depression), clinical
depression, panic disorder and ob-
sessive-compulsive disorder; the
clinical treatment of these illnesses
and how caregivers can learn to cope
more effectively.

Attendees will learn about the biol-

ogy of the brain; new research; medi-
cations; skills needed to successfully
communicate with a relative and how
to deal with critical periods. Other
topics will include advocacy, fight-
ing stigma and problem solving.

Classes will meet at the Clark Rec-
reation/Municipal Building, located
at 430 Westfield Avenue in Clark. Reg-
istration is required prior to the begin-
ning of the course. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to call Pat Roman at
(732) 382-0762.

Committee to Present
Barbecue at Irish Pub
COUNTY – The Union County St.

Patrick’s Day Parade Committee will
honor all past general chairmen who
have served on the committee at a
barbecue on Sunday, September 16,
from noon to 3 p.m. at the Blackthorn
Restaurant and Irish Pub at 651 North
Michigan Avenue in Kenilworth.

Admission is $20 per person and
includes hamburgers, hotdogs, draft
beer, wine, soda and entertainment.
For tickets or more details, please call
Stephen Gallagher at (908) 413-2122,
Mike Scanlon at (908) 578-8768 or
Jim Feehan at (908) 413-6616.

Classes to Commence
In Medical Qi Gong

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will offer
a new course of meditation exercises
on Saturdays, September 8, October
6, November 3 and December 8, from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the church’s
Ryno Hall.

Willow Grove member Margo
Mann will lead the classes as a fol-
low-up to a presentation on Medical
Qi Gong this summer. The classes are
described as an initial demonstration
of what Medical Qi Gong meditation
can do for individuals in practical
terms. Participants are asked to arrive
on time, as once this class begins, it
cannot be interrupted for its duration.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. For more in-
formation on the class, please contact
Margo Mann at (908) 757-2495 or
jermar107@themannfamily.org.

Literacy Volunteers
Offer Free Training

AREA – Literacy Volunteers-Union
County Tutor Training Workshops
will be held on Saturdays, October
13, 20 and 27, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Plainfield Public Library, lo-
cated at 800 Park Avenue in Plainfield.

Volunteers are needed to tutor adults
one hour a week in reading, writing
or English as a Second Language. No
experience is necessary and training
and certification are free. Ongoing
tutor support is provided. Interested
persons are asked to call (908) 755-
7998 or e-mail dawn@lvaunion.org.

VFW Invites Veterans
To Outreach Program
GARWOOD – The Veterans of For-

eign Wars (VFW) state service office,
in conjunction with VFW Post 6807 of
Garwood-Westfield, will host an out-
reach program for all Union County
veterans. It will take place on Wednes-
day, August 29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Post 6807 headquarters, located at
221 South Avenue in Garwood.

Assistance will be available to all
veterans to help them enroll in the
Veterans Administration (VA) sys-
tem, file a claim for medical services
and other entitlements due them from
the VA, or help them resolve any
problems they may be experiencing
within the system.

All veterans are invited to attend.
They are asked to bring valid identi-
fication and a copy of their DD-214
or other separation papers provided
by the military. For more informa-
tion, please call Bernard McElwee,
state service officer, or his assistant,
Fred Gould, at (973) 297-3226, or
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts … That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Short Hills • Kings Shopping Center Manalapan • Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

0%

Financing
Available

25th
Anniversary

Back to School Sale
20% Off20% Off20% Off20% Off20% Off All Bellini~Beds ~ Dressers ~ Bookcases ~ Desks ~ Night Tables
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PEAK EXPERIENCE…Members of Boy Scout Troop 73 savor the exhilaration
of reaching the top of Baldy Mountain during their recent visit to the Philmont
Scout Ranch in New Mexico.  Pictured, from left to right, are: Jake Penders, Mike
Conant, Vince Caldas, Ben Straquatanio, crew leader John Gilmartin, Tom
Hogaboom, Andrew Davinson, Aidan Ireland and Patrick Ireland.

Boy Scout Troop 73 Scales
Peaks of Philmont, N.M.

WESTFIELD – Boy Scouts from
Troop 73 of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield com-
pleted a two-week trek to Philmont
Scout Ranch in New Mexico, which
took place from June 28 to July 12.

The group hiked approximately 95
miles and scaled many of the high
peaks on the 137,493-acre ranch.
Philmont, the premier high adventure
base of the Boy Scouts of America, is
located in the rugged wilderness in the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains.

During their trek, the scouts
climbed five of Philmont’s highest
peaks, including Baldy Mountain,
which at 12,441 feet is the second
highest mountain in New Mexico.

They also took part in many other
activities, including team-building chal-

lenge events such as spare pole climb-
ing, like loggers of the past had done.
They toured a gold mine and panned for
gold. Additionally, the scouts learned
about the Rocky Mountain Fur Com-
pany and had the opportunity to throw
axes and shoot black powder rifles.

Philmont is a working ranch, and
the scouts had the opportunity to learn
about branding while they branded
their boots. During their trek, they
saw big horn sheep, pronghorn ante-
lope, buffalo, a black bear, several
mule deer and wild turkeys.

Troop 73 meets on Monday eve-
nings at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield. Young men ages
11 to 17 interested in camping and the
outdoors are welcome. The troop will
resume meetings in September. For
information, please call Scoutmaster
Alec Ireland at (908) 389-1976.

– Obituaries –
Sigrid I. Thorsen, 97, Talented Pianist;
Had Been Owner of ‘Captain’s Barn’

Sigrid I. Stensrud Thorsen, 97, of
Dutton Street, Wallingford, Conn.,
wife of the late Thomas B. Thorsen,
died on Saturday, August 11, 2007, at
the MidState Medical Center in
Meriden, Conn.

Born in Perth, N.D. on October 1,
1909, a daughter of the
late Ketil and Helena
Marken Stensrud, she
had been a Wallingford
resident for seven years.

Sigrid was named af-
ter a Viking queen,
known as Sigrid the
Proud. She attended St.
Olaf College and the
University of Minnesota
until the stock market
crashed, forcing her to
leave school and start
working. Soon, she grew
to become the book
buyer at Donaldson’s in Minneapolis,
where she met and later wed Tom, a
shirt salesman for the Manhattan Shirt
Company. She recalled that Tom pro-
posed by asking her if she wanted to
become his partner in a future men’s
store in Oshkosh, Wis. To her family’s
good fortune, she said yes.

From the Middle West, she and Tom
brought their family east, where they
lived in Westfield and Mountainside.
They lived there for 50 years. She
played bridge – often twice a week –
and especially loved her “Friday
Bridge Group.”

She was a member of the Westfield
Garden Club, several PTAs and The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. For
several years, during the 1960s, she
owned “The Captain’s Barn” – a gift
and antique shop on New Providence
Road. After Tom’s death in 1971, she
took over the reins at his Torco Ma-
chine Company in Elizabeth.

Sigrid’s friends number in the hun-
dreds from these and other associa-
tions, and she was loved and admired
by all.

A fabulous piano player, Sigrid
played for everyone’s parties and
taught her children and grands how to
sing and harmonize, keeping the old

torch songs – going back to Fats Waller
– alive in her family’s hearts and memo-
ries. With a vast musical repertoire
and the ability to play the piano by ear,
there was nothing she couldn’t bring
to life if you hummed a few bars.

Just recently, she played for her
granddaughter Nell’s
engagement party. She
was one-of-a-kind –
smart, well read, hon-
est and funny. That Nor-
wegian will of steel and
belief in the power of
positive thinking no
doubt brought her to the
age of 97. She was a
loving and devoted ma-
triarch for her family,
supporting each of them
with unconditional un-
derstanding and sup-
port.

She is survived by her two daugh-
ters, Karen Thorsen of Cary, N.C. and
Kristi Shanahan of Wallingford; her
grandchildren, Kimberly Collins
Spinks of Tallahassee, Fla., Kristin
Collins of Cary, N.C., Kate Shanahan
Mehta of San Jose, Calif., Nell
Shanahan of New York City and
Tommy Shanahan of Wallingford; her
former sons-in-law, Larry Collins of
Atlanta, Ga. and Edward Shanahan of
Wallingford; her great-grandchildren,
McKinley and Austin Spinks and Luke
Thomas Mehta, as well as several
nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by four broth-
ers, Ernst, Victor, Frithjof and
Rockwell Stensrud.

A memorial service and luncheon
were held yesterday, Wednesday, Au-
gust 15, at Kristi and Sigrid’s home at
30 Dutton Street in Wallingford. The
Reverend Dean O. Warburton con-
ducted the service.

In lieu of flowers, gifts in her memory
may be made to the National Federa-
tion for the Blind (www.nfb.org). Ar-
rangements were under the direction of
The Wallingford Funeral Home, 809
North Main Street Extension,
Wallingford, www.wallingfordfh.com.
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Library Teen Group
Sets August 28 Party
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library’s Teen group will hold
its annual end-of-summer/start-of-
school party on Tuesday, August 28,
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the library.

A pizza tasting will be the main
activity. Dance Dance Revolution
(DDR) and Guitar Hero also will be
featured. All youth in the community
entering grades 6 to 12 are invited.

Advance registration is required.
The signup list is at the library, lo-
cated at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information, please
call (908) 322-6400.

Lois Milligan, 84, Registered Nurse;
Won Multiple Golf Championships

Lois O’Neill Milligan, 84, of Scotch
Plains died on Wednesday, August
15, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there and then in Edison before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains 15 years ago.

Mrs. Milligan was a registered
nurse and a graduate of the
Muhlenberg School of Nursing. She
also attended the VanEmburgh School
of Art in New York City and received
a Degree of Proficiency from the New
York School of Interior Design.

Mrs. Milligan was a veteran of
World War II, having served as a
second lieutenant army nurse.

An accomplished golfer, she was a
longtime member of the Plainfield
Country Club, where she was the
Ladies Club Champion three times,
Ladies Senior Club Champion eight
times and, with her husband, the Hus-
band-Wife Championship winners 16

times. Mrs. Milligan also was a mem-
ber of the Women’s New Jersey Golf
Association and the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield.

Surviving are her husband, R. Bruce
Milligan, M.D.; two sons, Robert
Bruce Milligan, Jr. and Richard J.
Milligan; her daughter, Lynda L.
Milligan; nine grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Services were held on Saturday,
August 18, at the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church. Interment with
military honors followed at Hillside
Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Stonework
Fund of the Crescent Avenue Presby-
terian Church, 716 Watchung Avenue,
Plainfield, N.J. 07060.
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Hilda Glover, 87
Hilda Glover, 87, passed away on

Sunday, August 5, in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

A native of Brazil, she was the wife
of Myrton E. Glover, Jr., also of Rio de
Janeiro and formerly of Westfield, N.J.

Surviving are her husband; a daugh-
ter, Christina Glover; a son, George
Glover, and a sister, Helenita Carneiro
Leao, all of Brazil. She also is sur-
vived by her sister-in-law, Florence
Swink of Bridgewater, and many
cousins and other relatives.

Interment took place in Brazil.
August 23, 2007

Sigrid I. Thorsen

Joseph McElroy, 78, Bank Executive;
Was Founding Member of St. Helen’s
Joseph L. McElroy, a retired ex-

ecutive vice president at both The
Bank of New York and Manufactur-
ers Hanover Trust Company, died
on Wednesday, August 15, in
Westfield. He was 78.

Mr. McElroy began his career at
The Bank of New York in 1954,
rising to lead that bank’s Trusts and
Estates department. In 1977, he was
recruited to the same position at
Manufacturers Hanover, from which
he retired in 1988. He also served as
president of the Trust Division of the
American Bankers Association and
was a member of the Board of Re-
gents at Georgetown University and
the National Board of the Boy Scouts
of America. In his retirement, Mr.
McElroy acted as an expert witness
in trust and estate litigation.

Throughout his life, he was an
avid collector and appraiser of Ori-
ental and Persian rugs.

Born in South Amboy, Mr.
McElroy was raised in Woodbridge.
He graduated in 1946 from Xavier
High School in New York City and in
1950 with a Bachelor of Science
degree from Georgetown University.

Graduating second in his class from
Officer’s Candidate School, Mr.
McElroy held the rank of first lieuten-
ant in the United States Army during
the era of the Korean Conflict. Follow-
ing Army service, he graduated from
New York Law School in 1957.

Mr. McElroy was a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield, having moved there
in 1960. During his early years in
Westfield, he was an active member
of the Toastmasters. He also was a
founding member and lector of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of

Westfield, donating that church’s
statue of St. Joseph.

Surviving are his sister, Rose-
mary Todino of Point Pleasant; four
children, Kathryn McElroy and her
husband, Thomas Oldakowski, of
Westfield, Gregory McElroy and his
wife, Janet, of Potomac, Md., James
McElroy and his wife, Allison, of
Dayton, Va., and John McElroy and
his wife, Bronwyn, of Ridgewood,
and 10 grandchildren, J. Kyle
Swingle and Anne Oldakowski;
Stephanie, Andrew and Matthew
McElroy; Alex and Katie McElroy;
Bridget, Owen and Stuart McElroy.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Nancy (nee McLaughlin), in 1998
after 46 years of marriage.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, August 18, at St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations may be made to the Nancy
McElroy Fund, Westfield Foundation,
P.O. Box 2295, Westfield, N.J. 07091
or to the Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Billee Kiley, 86, Wartime Contributor;
Expanded Role of Wives In Ministry

Mrs. Billee R. Kiley of Denville
died on Friday, August 17, at the
Franciscan Oaks Lifecare Commu-
nity in Denville. She was 86.

Born in Youngstown, Ohio, Billee
lived until 1942 in Asheville, N.C.,
where she met her husband of 53
years, Charles. Charles and Billee
lived in Westfield for 50 years and
were members of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church.

Charles was ordained to the first
class of Permanent Diaconate in the
Archdiocese of Newark. Billee was
instrumental in establishing the role
of wives in the training, education
and ministry of the Permanent
Diaconate, and worked tirelessly to
nurture the status of wives in the
ordained ministry. She served her
parish in numerous capacities, in-
cluding teacher and parish council.

During World War II, Billee served
her country as a first aid worker in
Asheville, a defense plant worker in
Ohio and as a volunteer coast watcher
in New Jersey.

Her beloved husband, Charles,
died in 2001.

Surviving are five sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Charles and his wife,

Barbara, of Mountainside, Ned and
his wife, Paula, of Leesburg, Va., Paul
and his wife, Jeanne, of High Point,
N.C., John and his wife, Susan, of
Clayton, N.C., and David and his wife,
Amy, of Ann Arbor, Mich., and a
daughter and son-in-law, Anne Kiley
and her husband, Thomas Pellechia,
of Hammondsport, N.Y. Billee also is
survived by her grandchildren and
their families, Shannon and Mark
Murphy, Nora and David Long, Jennie
and Chris Renna, Leah and Greg
Mullins, Annie Kiley, Joseph
Molinari, Chris Duvall, Charles Kiley,
Henry Kiley, John, Gabe, Molly and
Mariah Fannin, and great-grandchil-
dren Andrew Murphy, Tim Murphy
and Ellie Murphy and Kiley Mullins.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated
on Monday, August 20, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Joseph’s Social Ser-
vices, 118 Division Street, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07201.
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FUMC of Scotch Plains
Posts Godspell Jr. Dates

SCOTCH PLAINS – The First
United Methodist Church of Scotch
Plains will present Godspell Jr., a
version of the musical Godspell espe-
cially designed for young performers
ages eight to 14.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, August 31, at 7 p.m. and Satur-
day, September 1, at 2 p.m. All tickets
are $10. The church is located at 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. To re-
serve tickets, please call the church
office at (908) 322-9222 or e-mail the
church at fumc1171@yahoo.com. For
more information about the perfor-
mance and/or ticket sales, please e-
mail fumc1171@yahoo.com.

Richard H. Cory, 80
Richard Hartley Cory, 80, formerly

of Westfield, died on Wednesday,
July 4, at his home in North Fort
Myers, Fla.

Mr. Cory was the son of Harrison
and Marian Cory of Westfield. Born
in Westfield, he was a longtime resi-
dent of the area and graduated from
Westfield High School.

A United States Army veteran, he
served on Iwo Jima during World War
II. Mr. Cory retired after 30 years of
service with the Line Material/
McGraw-Edison Companies in Union.

Mr. Cory moved to Lee County,
Fla. in 1985 with his wife, Charleen,
where he was active in the Newcom-
ers Club, Winers and Diners, and
Cape Cruisers.

Surviving are daughters Joan
Hamstra and Diane Cory of Florida
and Ruth Sahli of Oklahoma; stepsons
Michael Cory of New Jersey and Scott
Moen of Virginia; brother-in-law Harry
Mayer of North Plainfield; nephews
Donald Mayer and William Mayer of
New Jersey and Kenneth Mayer of
Virginia; four grandchildren and seven
grandnieces and grandnephews.

The family will hold a private me-
morial service at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield, where interment also
will take place.
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
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Mary V. Willner, 92
Mary V. (Forrest) Willner, 92, of

Westfield died on Monday, August 20,
at the Ashbrook Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center in Scotch Plains.

Born in Jersey City, she lived in
Westfield for 60 years.

Her husband of more than 60 years,
Samuel Norman Willner, predeceased
her in 1997.

Surviving are two daughters, April
Clarke of Hillsborough and Joan
Lennon of Cranford; seven grandchil-
dren and seven great-grandchildren.

Services will be held at 11 a.m.
today, Thursday, August 23, at the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 West North
Avenue in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center For Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Fanny Wood Day to Again
Include Classic Car Show

FANWOOD – A classic car show
featuring more than 100 vintage au-
tomobiles will once again be a part of
the annual Fanny Wood Day celebra-
tion that will take place on Sunday,
September 30.

The Cougar Club of New Jersey
and Pennsylvania will sponsor the
event. Each participant will receive a
dash plaque and goody bag just for
entering the car show. A People’s
Choice Award, based on votes cast by
spectators, and other trophies will be
given out beginning at 2 p.m.

Individuals who would like to dis-
play their vintage cars may register
on the day of the show for a $15
entrance fee. Proceeds from the event
will be donated to Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital’s School Programs.

An autumn tradition in the bor-
ough since 1996, the 12th annual
Fanny Wood Day celebration will be
held at the corner of Martine and

South Avenues in downtown
Fanwood. The event will take place
from noon to 5 p.m.

In addition to the car show, Fanny
Wood Day will include entertainment,
children’s rides and contests. Long-
time Fanwood residents Bob and
Grace Kruthers will appear as this
year’s Mr. and Mrs. Fanwood. Vari-
ous vendors and local merchants also
will be on hand offering food, crafts
and other merchandise.
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MARKS, GUY CRACK 4 HITS EACH; STRANIERO 3 RBI

St. Joseph Battles St. Patrick
To 9-Inning, 10-10 Deadlock

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 2 of a doubleheader, perhaps
the first in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League history, ended in a
nine-inning, 10-10 deadlock between
St. Joseph and St. Patrick at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 16.
After being trounced, 20-11, in the

opener, the Joe boys battled back
from a 9-5 deficit with four runs in the
top of the seventh inning then added
another run in the ninth to take a 10-
9 lead. After the Pats tallied a run in
the bottom of the inning, the game
was called due to darkness.

Due to the late-inning intensity,
both teams drifted toward the strat-

egy of issuing intentional walks. St.
Joe veteran pitcher Frank Chupko
issued two intentional walks to power
man “Milk” Monroy, who went 2-
for-3 with a double, a run scored and
an RBI, and one to Marty Marks
(RBI, run scored), who blistered three
singles and a double. Wily St. Pat

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

SPELLMAN HITS 2 HR; GIBBONS, WOODRING 1 EACH

St. Luke Notches Six in Fifth,
Tops Scrappy St. Mikes, 13-9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hanging very tightly onto first place
in the Angels Division, St. Luke re-
quired a six-run outburst to squeeze
out a 13-9 victory over scrappy, third-
place St. Michael in St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Forest Park
in Scotch Plains on August 16.

The Luke men used the long ball in
its 21-hit ambush. Kevin Spellman,

who went 3-for-3, smacked two home
runs, a double and had three RBI.
Keith Gibbons (3-for-4), pounded a
two-run home run. Bill McKinney
ripped a pair of doubles, Art Hobble
yanked a two-run double and singled
and Sal Gano went 3-for-3 with three
RBI. Matt Fugett and Steve Murano
each had an RBI double and a single.
Nick DiNizo added a double. Larry
Szenyi had two hits and Bob Pielhau
contributed a hit.

St. Luke’s defense sparkled with
several fine plays. Shortstop Spellman
made a run-stopping play in the first
and initiated a 6-3 double play in the
fourth inning. Third baseman DiNizo
turned five fine putouts and second
baseman Pielhau scooped up a “No
one wants it” ball for an out in the
sixth inning.

“My pitcher, he’s phenomenal.

Steve (Murano) does an excellent job
every game and knows where to place
the ball,” said Luke captain Fugett.
“My rookie shortstop Spellman can
play anywhere on the field. The team
we just played is an excellent team.
They beat us twice and we beat them
twice, so to beat them is big, espe-
cially this time of the season.”

Kevin Woodring led St. Michael’s
15-hit attack, going 3-for-3, includ-
ing a momentum-building two-run

homerun, two doubles and an inten-
tional walk. Al Betau singled,
doubled, tripled, scored a run and
missed hitting for the cycle when he
lined out to right center. Steve
Abrunzo had a triple, a single and
scored two runs in his four plate ap-
pearances. Phil Gans doubled and
singled, Marvin Scherb rapped an
RBI double and Ken Blaes tapped an
RBI single. Russ Voorhees had a pair

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 13
The 10th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 13 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

St. Luke/St. Michael Softball
St. Pat/St. Joseph Softball

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO HIT ALLOWED…St. Michael shortstop Kevin Woodring made several sensational snags during the game with St.
Luke. Additionally his thunder stick clouted a two-run home run and two doubles.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A PAT GETTING NAILED AT SECOND BASE…St. Patrick pitcher Tony Blasi attempts to stretch a single into a double
but comes up short as St. Joe shortstop Lou Messano puts on the tag.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Kathleen & Stephen in,
and they’ll bring results!

Kathleen
Gwaldis

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to 810 Wallberg Avenue, located on a quiet tree-lined street.  This
beautifully renovated English Colonial features 4 bedrooms & 3 ½ baths.  Some of the wonderful
amenities include a gourmet kitchen & butler’s pantry, all hardwood flooring, spa shower with
Jacuzzi in master bath, family room off kitchen, formal dining room, living room with gas
fireplace, den/office, and recreation room in finished basement.  $899,800  DIR: Mountain
Ave. to Woodland Ave. rt Garfield Ave. rt Wallberg Ave. #810  (052111283)

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/26  1-5PM
810 Wallberg Avenue

Stephen
Ohm
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beautiful Summer Day
At Classic Ol’ Ballyards

“Under the spreading chestnut tree,
the village … ah, sportswriters sat.”

With apologies to Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, that was the
first thing that came to mind one day
earlier this summer out in Hunterdon
County. Longfellow penned his fa-
mous poem “The Village Blacksmith”
in 1841. But I thought of the spread-
ing chestnut tree on July 21, a beauti-
ful Saturday afternoon some 166 years
later, as I hung out with Lowell Snare
and watched a Connie Mack League
playoff game at Clinton’s historic
Gebhardt Field.

Hanging out with Lowell is an
amazing experience. I learned that
the spreading chestnut tree was actu-
ally a sycamore, and that it was just
an acorn when Lowell first started
hanging out at Gebhardt. It’s a field
where he once played and also helped
put in the cement dugouts that re-
cently had to be taken out when roots
of a tree (probably planted in the
1930s) started growing up through
cracks in the dugout.

Lowell seemingly has a story about
every player or every person who
walks past. And you know the un-
written rule “no rooting in the press
box” of journalism? Forget about that
with Lowell, who gives pep talks to
the Clinton players after a well-hit
ball is snagged by a defender. But
Lowell is I guess what you’d call
“Clinton’s Bruce Johnson” … or
maybe I’m “Westfield’s Lowell
Snare.” The guy lives and dies with
North Hunterdon sports and, believe
it or not, we share the same year of
graduation (though he’s older!).

Anyhow, it was a picture perfect
afternoon, high in the 70s, low humid-
ity, and nice shade under the spreading
sycamore tree. It was 2007, but it
could’ve been 1937 or 1957, with
Gebhardt’s covered wooden grand-
stand holding most of the big, and
loud, crowd. Luckily they were on
different sides of the grandstand when
a major disagreement broke out and an
Old Bridge coach was ejected, and
then got into it with some Clinton fans.

The game had everything — good
pitching, gutty pitching, great plays,
a grand-slam home run, sacrifice
bunts, stolen bases and even came
down to the final out. Old Bridge, the
home team despite the game being
played in Clinton, trailed by a run but
loaded the bases with one out in the
bottom of the seventh, and had its No.
3 and 4 hitters coming up. But a
strikeout and a pop out (by the kid
who had the le gran’ salamy earlier)
ended the taut drama.

Speaking of great ol’ ballyards, I
watched the first two games of
Pennsylvania’s Blue Mountain
League playoffs, at Dimmick Park in
Hellertown (Aug. 12), just outside
Bethlehem, and Picchiola Field (Aug.
14) in Martin’s Creek, just north of
Easton. Talk about unique fields,
Dimmick’s is just 346 feet in dead
center, while it’s 330 and 340 down
the lines, and 384 and 380 in the
power alleys. Picchiola also had “off”
dimensions, outfield fences with dif-
ferent heights and excellent hot dogs.
Both had covered wooden grand-
stands and, best of all, they used
wooden bats, meaning seven innings
of ping-free baseball, in the after-
noon, on natural grass!

LEGION BASEBALL
It was great to see that Westfield

American Legion Post 3 posted a
very respectable 13-6 record this sum-
mer under coach Ken Miller, using
only players who still have high school
eligibility left. Post 3 finished fourth
in the very competitive Union County
League, but only the top three teams
made the state tournament. The play-
ers included (alphabetically, and with
some key batting or pitching stats): p-
1b Mike Cappiello (.500, 2-2), cf
Evan Einstein, lf Jesse Embry (.387),
ss Rob Granstrand, p Joe Green (3-1),
3b Matt Isabella, rf Mike Lessner, c
Matt Loughlin, ss-p Mike Melillo (3-
2), 2b Mark Melino, lf-1b Mike
Mosier (.447), c-rf A.J. Murray, c
Mike Nanna, p Ryan Scanlon (5-0),
dh Evan Shapiro (.373), and cf-rf Joe
Vall-Llobera (.451). Upcoming se-

nior c Justin Olsen (Staten Island)
and junior p Chris Jenkins (Nutley)
opted to play elsewhere.

Interestingly, the majority of play-
ers on the Alpha legion team that won
the District 2 Tournament, July 27-29
in Ewing, was made up of players
from the Phillipsburg team that WHS
handled in the North 2 Group 4 sec-
tional semifinals. And the winner of
the state American Legion tourna-
ment was Edison Father & Son, which
was led by pitcher Gary Thompson,
the same guy who beat WHS in the
sectional final.

OLSEN TO RUTGERS
Playing catcher at WHS has be-

come a badge of honor over the years.
Since the late 1920s, when Ray
Harcombe was a three-year starter,
followed by WHS Hall of Famers Lee
Waring and Frank Ketcham, WHS
has had an 80-year run of standout
catchers that’s included: Dom
Urciuoli, Dan Goodfriend, Bill Evans,
Bobby Dougherty, Dave Townley,
Nino Carnevale, Pete Wilday, Jeff
Torborg, Dick Myers, Charlie
Widmer, Bob Brewster, Scott Gillin,
Bill Napier, Kurt Stiefken, Bob
Hearon, Roger Brewster, Chris
Masterson, Seth Coren, Craig
Tinervin, Bill Hedden, Brian Flynn,
Josh Ludmer, Mike Murray and now
Justin Olsen.

Olsen, who will be a senior this
year, has removed the pressure of
worrying about where he’ll be going
to college, verbally committing in late
July to attend Rutgers University. He
hit .413 for WHS as a junior and was
more than solid behind the plate. As a
sophomore Olsen hit .420 while play-
ing right field as Murray (now at Wake
Forest) finished his four-year run as
WHS’s catcher and No. 3 hitter.

Some outstanding WHS graduates
have played baseball at Rutgers, in-
cluding Brian Ciemniecki, Skeeter
MacCloskey and former major league
player and manager Jeff Torborg.

4 DEVILS IN SNAPPLE
Middlesex County beat Union

County 17-10 in the 14th Snapple
Bowl Classic, July 19 at Kean Uni-
versity, and four former WHS players
were involved: offensive guard Will
Harbaugh, defensive tackle Santo
Nardi, and safety Sean Ferro were all
starters. Tommy Bonard, a last-minute
replacement, was playing cornerback
in the opening quarter before he was
injured making a touchdown-saving
tackle and didn’t return.

If you aren’t keeping count (and you
should be!), there are 15 days until

WHS’s football team opens under the
lights at Linden! The team’s first scrim-
mage is this morning at 10, against
visiting Long Branch (which has Nick
Tranchina, son of WHS athletic direc-
tor Ed Tranchina, as an assistant coach).
WHS will visit Bayonne for an 11 a.m.
scrimmage on Monday, before con-
cluding its preseason with a game
scrimmage Friday (Aug. 31) at
Livingston, 7 p.m.

UNDER THE KNIVE
Two of WHS’s outstanding stu-

dent-athletes — senior Evan Shapiro
and sophomore Diana Venezia — had
surgery this summer.

Shapiro developed a labrum (torn
cartiledge) problem in his right (pitch-
ing) shoulder and had surgery on July
26 in Mountainside. Early reports are
that the operation went well and after
six weeks with his arm in a sling, he
should be ready to start throwing again
in October. “The doctor said he’ll be
throwing harder or the same, but not
less, so that was good to hear,” said
Gary Shapiro, Evan’s father.

An outstanding all-around player,
Shapiro threw the first seven-inning
perfect game in WHS history against
Summit last May in the county tour-
nament. He also hit .444, mostly bat-
ting out of the No. 4 slot, and will
bring an 8-3 career pitching record
into his senior year.

Venezia was a freshman starter —
scoring 183 points with a team-best
201 rebounds — on one of the best
girls basketball teams in WHS his-
tory. But she tore the ACL on her right
knee at an AAU tournament in Chi-
cago on Friday the 13th (of July), and
had reconstructive surgery on Aug.
14 in Morristown.

While Venezia will miss the WHS
volleyball season, there is a chance
she could return for basketball. “The
doctors said she would be out four to
six months, depending on the rehab,”
said Mike Venezia Sr., Diana’s father.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The second season of “Devil of the

Week” will start on Sept. 13, after the
scholastic season has started. The
2006-07 Devil of the Year, Tom
Bonard, attended the Newark Bears
vs. Somerset Patriots game on Aug. 8
as the guest of The Westfield Leader,
along with Amanda Diaz, Eddie Kane
and C.J. Patella.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with suggestions or complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEV-
ILS!

Devil of the Week
Will Return

On September 13

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION 1 (FINAL STANDINGS):
(PRIOR TO PLAYOFFS):

TEAM W   L
American Legion 19   3
Awnings Galore 15   7
Antone’s Pub & Grill 14   8
D&K Associates 12 10
KMD Tuning   7 15
Promptcare   7 15

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W   L
The Office 13   9
SMC 12 10
Northwest Mutual   9 14
Union Center National Bank   8 15
Associated Auto Parts   6 16

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Commerce Bank 16   1
Creative Industries 15   4
LA Law   6 11
Smith Barney   5 13
Associated Auto (Silver)   2 15

American Legion 5, Awnings 3
Gary Pence (Legion) and Tom

Pasko (Awnings) were locked into a
masterful pitchers’ duel until Tom
Straniero ended the game with a walk-
off, two-run homerun (his 15th HR of
the season) in the bottom of the sev-
enth-inning.
Promptcare 16, KMD Tuning 6

In a crucial game that decided fifth
place in the “A” Division, Promptcare
received four hits from Mo Fernandez
and three hits each from Lee Black
and Malcolm Boone.
Creative Industries 16, Smith-
Barney 9

Creative executed five double plays
and exploded for 29 hits. George Merlo
(4 hits) and Joe Adochio, Ray Cozzarelli,
Bob Failla, Nick Lehotsky and Tom
Lombardi with three hits each led the
Creators. Dave Bell (4 hits) led Smith-
Barney, while Tom Dick and Phil

Whitting had three hits each.
Creative Industries 14, Associated
Auto (Silver) 1

Pitcher George Merlo stifled the
Silver, while his teammates unleashed
22 hits. Bob Berger, Jerry Lestardo,
Tom Lombardi and Ed Malko (HR)
had three hits apiece for the Creators.
D&K Associates 12, Antone’s Pub 9
Commerce Bank 14, Associated
Auto (Silver) 2
Commerce Bank 20, LA Law 4

PLAYOFF-GAMES:
UCNB 18, Associated Auto 2

In the Game 1 of best-of-3 games,
pitcher Al Schachman allowed only
two runs, while his teammates were
banging out 24 hits. Steve
Lemanowicz and Jeff Villani with
four hits each and Bill Campbell with
three hits led UCNB.
UCNB 22, Associated Auto 5

UCNB advanced to the second
round of the playoffs. The Bankers
exploded for 30 hits and scored in
every inning except one. Bill
Campbell, Dan D’Arcy, Steve
Lemanowicz and Jeff Villani smacked
three hits apiece for the Bankers.
Promptcare 19, D&K 12

In Game 1, Promptcare received
productive hitting from Lee Black,
Malcolm Boone and Al Brown, each
with three hits. Bill Hicks contrib-
uted with two triples.
Northwest Mutual 11, SMC 9

In Game 1, the Insurers combined
outstanding defense with productive
hitting to edge out the victory. Rich
Grossberg and Pete Osborn with three
hits each, and a key triple off the bat of
Tom Romanowicz sparked Northwest.
KMD Tuning 6, Antone’s Pub 4

In Game 1, the Tuners were able to
come out on top of a well-played,
low-scoring game.

Brian Farrell Wins
Division in Junior Golf

WESTFIELD – Brian Farrell of
Westfield won the 12-13-year-old
division at Jr. Golf America at
Warrenbrook Golf Course. The
Roosevelt Intermediate School sev-
enth grader scored a combined 184.
Marvin Canabalt of Newark finished
second. James Cece of Randolph
came in third.

Doug Walters of Blairstown won
the 14-15 year-old masters division
with a combined score of 172. The
North Warren Regional High School
10th grader said the highlight of the
tournament was making a 40-foot
putt for birdie to win a playoff. Adam
Goldberg of Westfield finished sec-
ond and TJ Malman of Mendham
finished third.

David B. Corbin (July 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOKIE OF SENIOR SWAT…American Legion “Rookie” slugger Ed Belford
just made the age cut for the Union County Senior Softball 50+ League.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield

Westfield

Scotch Plains
1940 Art-Deco Wychwood home renovated in 1995 w/a
cohesive design.  Kitchen with sleek cabinetry topped with
granite.  WSF0314

New 5 bedroom colonial.  Mahogany wrap-around porch,
4.1 baths, crown moldings, circular staircase, lovely family
room.  WSF9596

Cream puff cape.  3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, master with
skylight, eat-in kitchen, sliders to patio and beautiful yard.
WSF0642

Breathtaking views, Watchung Mt. area.  Completely up-
dated.  7 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, great room, tiered
deck.  On cul-de-sac. WSF0277

Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$1,550,000

$1,420,000 $469,000

$799,000 Westfield
Freshly painted, bright, sunny unit.  2 bedrooms, 2 baths,
master suite, 2 garages, lots of storage.  Near town, train,
schools. WSF0066

$629,000

Mountainside
Dreams do come true.  Still time to customize.  11 room CH
colonial.  Guest suite, computer room, library, back staircase.
WSF0207

$1,250,000
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St. Joseph Battles St. Patrick to 10-10 Deadlock
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

veteran pitcher Tony Blasi was forced
to issue an intentional walk in the
ninth to St. Joe leadoff hitter Lou
Messano (2 singles, 2 runs scored).

In addition to Marks’ and Monroy’s
offensive efforts, Bob Guy contrib-
uted heavily to the Pats’ 24-hit bar-
rage with a pair of singles, a triple and
a double to go with an RBI and a run
scored. Paul Bifani (RBI, run scored)
and John DeProspero (2 runs scored)
each rapped three singles, Frank Pepe
and Gary Cardinale each singled twice
and scored once, and Dennis Hercel
tapped a pair of RBI singles. Kevin
St. Onge drilled an RBI double, Blasi
had an RBI single and Jack Kennedy
scored once and drove in the tying
run in the ninth.

Tom Straniero bounced a two-run
single and an RBI single, while scor-
ing once, and Marty Bernstein bashed
a pair of RBI singles and added a
single, while scoring twice, for the
Joe boys, who totaled 18 hits. Lou
Blau (run scored) drilled an RBI
double and singled. Pat Enright and
Don Rinaldo each had two singles
and an RBI. Stan Lesniewski (RBI),
Dan Margolis and Bryant Pantano
each singled and scored once. Dean
Talcott and Jerry Miccolis (RBI) each
tapped a single and Bruce Logan
scored once.

Although there were a few base-
running mental errors, especially from
some unlikely individuals, and a few
fielding lapses, also from some un-

likely sources, there were a few acts
of defensive genius. Shortstop
Messano initiated a second-to-first
double play (DP) and was the middle-
man in a pitcher-to-second-to-first
DP. He was also on the application
end of a gun down from right field to
nail a runner at second. Bernstein
made a diving grab at second, Paul
Newton absorbed a liner in left and
Straniero, who refused to let any balls
get by him, except one, made a very
crafty putout in the eighth. Pat short-
stop Monroy turned a second-to-first
DP. Marks gunned down a runner
from left, Hercel stopped a liner at
first and St. Onge hauled in a long
shot in right field.

With Monroy and St. Onge hitting
back-to-back RBI doubles and Blasi
following with an RBI single, the
Pats took a 4-0 lead in the first.
Lesniewski, Rinaldi and Miccolis
poked RBI singles in the second to
narrow the score to 4-3.

“That’s more runs than they scored
all year,” scoffed Pepe.

In the bottom of the second,
DeProspero dinged a single off the tip
of his bat. “Might want a little more
chalk on your cue,” suggested Marks.
Four additional singles and a sac fly
later, the Pats led 6-3. Marks singled
and scored in the third, upping the
score to 7-3.

When the Joes came in to bat in
the fourth, Lesniewski lamented,
“Come on guys! We got to keep the

pressure on.”
With Messano and Bernstein on

the bases, Straniero spotted his buddy
Pepe playing first and ripped an RBI
single past him. Enright added an
RBI single tightening the score, 7-5.
Cardinale singled and scored in the
Pat half of the inning but with the
score still the same in the sixth, he
uttered, “Let’s get some runs. It’s too
close.” Hercel listened and looped an
RBI single to make the score 9-5.

With the pressure on, Joe boys
Pantano and Messano singled and
Bernstein followed with a bad-hop
RBI single. Straniero stepped up, saw
Pepe still guarding first, and deliber-
ately zinged a two-run single past him.

“The challenge was there and I
won it,” explained Straniero.

Pepe added, “Straniero is playing
way over his head.”

Blau tied the game with his RBI
double.

Chupko issued his first intentional
walk, which resulted in a silent sev-
enth for the Pats. In the ninth, Blasi
issued his intentional walk but
Bernstein put the Joes up 10-9 with
an RBI single. In the bottom of the
inning, Kennedy knotted the score
with a two-out RBI sac fly. Chupko
issued back-to-back intentional walks
to Marks and Monroy, respectively.
He then got St. Onge to ground out to
short.
St. Joseph 030 200 401 10
St. Patrick 421 101 001 10

Courtesy of the Boston Cannons
SLIPPING PAST A LIZARD…Matt Poskay, right, of Clark slips past Long Island Lizard John Gagliardi in front of more
than 9,000 fans at Harvard Stadium on August 2. Poskay scored four of his team’s 17 goals in the final home game of the
season, beating the Lizards by just one goal.

Will Coaching, Going ‘Pro’ Satisfy
Poskay’s Appetite for Lacrosse?

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — Matt Poskay was 9-
years-old when his older brother
Timothy tossed a netted stick into his
hand. Less than 10 years later, just
two games into his senior year at
Arthur L. Johnson High School, the
Clark native broke the national high
school scoring record in lacrosse.

A full scholarship to the University
of Virginia followed, where the Cava-
liers would see two national champi-
onships in four years.

In 2006, Poskay was drafted to the
Boston Cannons, and last month he
was named MVP of Major League
Lacrosse’s All-Star game at Harvard
Stadium. Poskay’s secret formula to
success? “Never be satisfied.”

During the off-season and between
games, Poskay runs his own lacrosse
camp and is the assistant football,
basketball and lacrosse coach for ALJ
High School.

The ambitious 23-year-old told The
Westfield Leader and The Times, “I
could have been satisfied with my
high school record, or getting into U.
Va., or playing for the Cannons. But
I’m always working harder, and I
believe there’s always room for im-
provement.”

He added, “I know I’m going to
make mistakes on the field and off the
field, but I always keep in mind that

I’m going to get another shot. In
general, I try not to be bothered by the
little things and take that (attitude)
over to the field.”

At 6' and 204 lbs, Poskay wasn’t
limited to lacrosse in high school. He
was a three-year starter in football,
First-Team All-State quarterback as a
senior and a starting point guard for
three years on the basketball team.

Poskay said, “I always had a ball in
my hand – and I’ve loved every one of
them.” Poskay said, “starting on top”

was one of the most defining mo-
ments of his career at U. Va.

The Cavaliers won the national
championship his very first year. A

“rollercoaster ride” followed, with a
loss at the playoff spot as a sopho-
more, and then a foiled victory over
Johns Hopkins the next year.

Major League Lacrosse was
founded by fitness guru Jake
Steinfeld in 2001. In an exclu-
sive telephone interview with
The Leader/Times, the man be-
hind Body By Jake Enterprises
said that he believes professional
lacrosse will one day have the
same stature as other major
league organizations. “I believe
when you put the best players
on the field with any sport, you
have as good a chance as any
because American fans are very
discerning.” The motivational
speaker, best-selling author and
philanthropist has often said,
“American sports fans love hit-
ting, scoring and speed,” and
added, “this game has it all.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFTFULLY SLIDING UNDER THE TAG AT SECOND…St. Joe’s Tom Straniero slides under the tag of St. Pat second
baseman Paul Bifani in the seventh inning. The Pats and the Joes battled to a nine-inning, 10-10 tie.

Courtesy Body by Jake for The Leader/Times
FITNESS GURU…Jake Steinfeld of
Body By Jake Enterprises founded Ma-
jor League Lacrosse in 2001.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

FANWOOD CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION $449,900
Spacious & updated 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split set on a beautiful cul-de-sac with park-like property.
Newly remodeled kitchen with updated appliances, newer full bath & interior/exterior recently painted.
Large family room on lower level.  Laundry/mud room on ground level.  HWF under carpet.  1-car
attached garage.  Make this wonderful, well-maintained home yours today!  (052111341)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM COLONIAL $849,000
This custom Center Entry Colonial boasts the very best of quality craftsmanship combined with tasteful
upgrades and amenities.  Set high on nearly an acre of wooded property overlooking some of Scotch Plains
most notable homes, you are just moments from shops, schools, transportation & recreation.  (052111240)

FANWOOD SPACIOUS COLONIAL $388,500
Wonderful first home or a commuter’s dream, just steps from the Fanwood Train Station.  Come see this
lovely 3 bedroom, 1 bath Colonial with spacious living room, dining room, and a fenced-in backyard.
Don’t wait if location, transportation and charm are on your list.  (052111249)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/26  1-5PM $829,000
Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10 room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find.  From its gorgeous 11x12
custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to its expansive park-like decking with a 13
1/2’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior.  You’ll be captured by its charm and detail.  DIR: Raritan
Rd. to Rahway lt Greensview Dr. lt Greensview Ct. #3  (052001296)

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,369,000
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of
new construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer
flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a
large family room with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom
mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.
Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.
Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (052000835)

WESTFIELD HISTORIC BOULEVARD $899,900
This home, set on Historic Boulevard, is a true classic.  The perfect location, in the heart of town provides
easy access to schools, transportation & shopping.  Traditional architectural details such as arched doorways,
inlaid wood floors, original chestnut moldings & paneled doors lend charm to the interior.  The perfect
floor plan, graced by large rooms and lit by oversized windows, exudes a feeling of old-world elegance.  The
deceptively spacious home offers 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, eat-in kitchen, a recent screened porch renovation
and a private yard.  Truly an exceptional opportunity.  (052111401)



Page 12  Thursday, August 23, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Will Coaching, Going Pro Satisfy
Poskay’s Appetite for Lacrosse?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

St. Luke Notches Six in Fifth,
Tops Scrappy St. Mikes, 13-9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

of singles and Tom Litterio contrib-
uted a hit.

Pitcher Betau added individual fetes
of defensive heroism as did shortstop
Woodring, who made a miraculous
snag in the first and later snagged two
stinging liners to squash rallies.

St. Michael plated a run in the top of
the first when Abrunzo lashed a triple
and scored on Woodring’s double but
St. Luke answered with three in the
bottom of the inning. Gibbons crushed
his two-run homer to left center and
Spellman clouted his solo shot some-
where in right center.

In the second, Szenyi reached first
on a throwing error and scored on a
single by Gano to make the score, 4-
1. The Mike’s got a revival of faith in
the third and scored four runs to grab
a 5-4 lead. Gans doubled to center,
Betau singled and Abrunzo jacked an
RBI sac fly. Woodring pummeled a
‘Bring Al home” double and Pat Nigro
reached on an infield miscue. Blaes

stepped up and hopped an RBI single
over second and Scherb whacked his
RBI double to right.

St. Michael extended its lead to 9-
4 in the fifth. Gans singled to right
and Betau ripped an RBI triple to
deep center. Abrunzo added an RBI
single and Woodring shocked the
Lukes with his two-run jolt.

“They got us by five. That’s noth-
ing! Base hits,” hollered Joe Tilocca.

Feeling the pressure, the Lukes got
the bats going and pushed across six
runs in the fifth to take a 10-9 lead.
McKinney cracked a leadoff double
and trampled home on Murano’ s
double. Gibbons slashed an RBI
single, Spellman doubled and Hobble
hacked a two-run double to left. Fugett
tapped a hopper to center, swiped
second and claimed third on his inter-
pretation of a “No-one called a %(#*
time-out.”

That triggered an uproar from the
Mikes, who hollered, “Ump, send
him back to first for cursing.” Hum-
bly, Fugett faced the crowd, bowed
his head and apologized.”

Next, Pielhau singled and Gano
poked his two-run single.

In the sixth, Luke added three more
runs. Gibbons lined a single and
Spellman launched his two-run shot
over the outfielder’s head. DiNizo
launched a long double to right cen-
ter, Hobble singled and Fugett
thumped an RBI double.

In the seventh, Betau burned a
double and Woodring unhappily re-
ceived an intentional walk. With one
out, Spellman snared a liner and
DiNizo hauled in a grounder to end
the game.

“This offense is phenomenal. I have
four, five guys who, at any time, can
take the ball out or place it wherever
they want. As to the bottom of the
order, they’re equally as great. They
‘re batting great and when they’re
down, they pick it up and carry this
team,” concluded Fugett.
St. Michael 104 040 0 9
St. Luke 310 063 x 13

U. Va. lost the championship to
Baltimore in overtime in what Poskay
claims is known as “the most exciting
(college lacrosse) game ever.”

But the Cavaliers rebounded his
senior year, when the team’s unde-
feated record propelled them into
another national championship.

Being named Academic All-Ameri-
can his senior year and winning a
second national championship with
the same teammates he started out
with as a freshman, Poskay added,
“was pretty satisfying.”

The buff midfielder with piercing
blue eyes is also (no surprise) doing
print and commercial endorsements
for deBeer/Gait Lacrosse, one of the
oldest sporting goods manufacturers
in the United States.

Poskay told the Westfield Leader
and The Times, “I want to stay away
from the cubicle for as long as pos-
sible.” According to Poskay, lacrosse
is one of the fastest growing sports on
the East coast, and unlike other pro-
grams, girls and boys lacrosse is grow-
ing at an even pace.

“There are tremendous opportuni-
ties for kids who are going to college
and a lot of potential here in New
Jersey,” he said. Yurcak Field at
Rutgers University is home to The
New Jersey Pride – one of only 10
Major League Lacrosse teams in the
country.

Poskay also said lacrosse is one
sport where “size doesn’t matter, and
there are many positions a player
who is 5’9”, 150 lbs can play, making
it the perfect sport for anyone.”

To be a great lacrosse player,
Poskay’s advice is to play as many
sports as you can. “Football got me

better for basketball; basketball got
me better for lacrosse; and lacrosse
got me better for football and basket-
ball.” He attributes much of his suc-
cess to his coaches, beginning with
the Carl H. Kumpf Middle School in
Clark.

Recalling the mantra of his coach
at U. Va., Dom Starsia, Matt repeated,
“(I) don’t recruit lacrosse players, (I)
recruit athletes who play lacrosse.”

At Poskay’s “Behind the Back La-
crosse Camp,” the focus is on prac-
tice and having fun. Poskay said the
name of the camp came from an ex-
traordinary style of shooting he likes
to display and noted that two of his
five goals in the 2006 national cham-
pionship game were scored using the
“behind the back” technique.

Poskay also credits his positive
outlook and success to his parents,
Richard and Beverly. He told the
newspaper, “When I played for U.
Va., they made the six-hour drive and
came to every one of my home games.
Just knowing they were there in the
stands meant so much. Whether I
scored 10 goals or none, they always
said I played a great game.”

Poskay’s current plan is to play,
coach and “stay on my feet.” He added,
“I just finished up the last profes-
sional game of the year and am look-
ing forward to next season already.
There’s always a smile on my face.”

Other lacrosse lovers who ‘can’t
get no satisfaction’ can check out
Poskay’s clinics at btblacrosse.com
or for information on top college
athletic programs, log onto
ncaasports.org.

WF’s Kuska, Ross Help Set NJ
Record in 800-M. Free Relay

FASTEST NJ RELAY TIME…Pictured, left to right, Mendham’s Jillian
Altenburger, Westfield’s Alexi Kuska and Lauren Ross, and Madison’s Kate
Toth, with a combined time of 8:24.53, in the women’s 800-meter freestyle relay
is the fastest time recorded by a group of girls age 15-18 in New Jersey history.

Westfield swimmers Alexi Kuska,
a senior at Westfield High School,
and Lauren Ross, a sophomore at
Mount Saint Mary Academy, who
train at the Berkeley Aquatic Club, a
USA Swimming competitive team in
Berkeley Heights, competed at the
Speedo Junior National Champion-
ships held at the Indiana University
Natatorium in Indianapolis, Ind. on
August 6-10.

Mendham’s Jillian Altenburger
(first leg at 2:04.76), Kuska (second
leg at 2:07.79), Madison’s Kate Toth
(third leg at 2:06.97) and Ross (an-
chor at 2:05.01) placed second in the
women’s 800-meter freestyle relay in
a field of 69 teams. Their combined
time of 8:24.53 is the fastest time
recorded by a group of girls age 15-
18 in New Jersey history.

This relay broke the old New Jer-
sey record of 8:27.77 set in 1988 by a
team from Peddie Aquatic. Addition-
ally, the relay is a new NJ Senior
Record (no age restrictions), which
topped the record set last year by a
group from Berkeley Aquatic Club,
including Ross and Altenburger. Last
year’s accomplishment was an East-
ern Zone record at 8:26.76, which
replaced the previous record held by
a relay team with the US Olympian
Jenny Thompson on board.

Ross was also a member of the
400-meter freestyle relay team that
placed seventh with a time of 3:55.82,
shattering the previous New Jersey
record, which stood for 20 years at
3:57.04, set by a team from Berkeley
Aquatic Club at the same Junior Na-
tional Meet in 1987.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A BLAST…Kevin Spellman definitely was on top of his game against
St. Michael. Spellman bashed a pair of homers, a double and three RBI. Defen-
sively, he initiated a double play along with several sparkling plays.

BOWLING THEM OVER…Tyler
O’Neill of Scotch Plains proudly dis-
plays his medal for achieving the high-
est score in his summer bowling league.
The league is sponsored by Buddy
Ball of Edison, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides year-round sport-
ing activities for children with special
needs. Volunteers called “buddies”
provide assistance, guidance and en-
couragement.

Douglas Wins Butterfly
In Swim Jr. Olympics
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Arlene

Douglas of Berkeley Heights won
the 15U 100-meter butterfly in a USA
Swimming Junior National time of
1:04.03 at the New Jersey Junior
Olympics at Rutgers University in
Piscataway on July 27-29. Arlene’s
time is 1.64 seconds shy of the Olym-
pic Trials cut and represents a new
Berkeley Aquatic Club record for the
women 15-16-year-old age group
category and the second fastest time
ever by a BAC female in the club’s
30-year history.

Douglas, as a sophomore at Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights, carries an A+ av-
erage. Additionally, she is an aspir-
ing journalist, founder and editor of
the two-year-old online magazine,
swimwithapurpose.com. and writes
for the national swim magazine,
“Splash.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Welcome to this lovely split level Welcome to this lovely split level Welcome to this lovely split level Welcome to this lovely split level 
home which boasts a beautiful home which boasts a beautiful home which boasts a beautiful home which boasts a beautiful     

Living Room with hardwood floors Living Room with hardwood floors Living Room with hardwood floors Living Room with hardwood floors 
and a formal Dining room, &and a formal Dining room, &and a formal Dining room, &and a formal Dining room, &    

updated kitchen with maple cabinets. updated kitchen with maple cabinets. updated kitchen with maple cabinets. updated kitchen with maple cabinets. 
Other great features are 4 bedrooms, 1 Other great features are 4 bedrooms, 1 Other great features are 4 bedrooms, 1 Other great features are 4 bedrooms, 1 

full and 2 half baths and a 1 car full and 2 half baths and a 1 car full and 2 half baths and a 1 car full and 2 half baths and a 1 car     
attached  oversized garage. All within attached  oversized garage. All within attached  oversized garage. All within attached  oversized garage. All within 

a short distance to town, schools, a short distance to town, schools, a short distance to town, schools, a short distance to town, schools, 
NYC train and bus.NYC train and bus.NYC train and bus.NYC train and bus.    

$515,000$515,000$515,000$515,000    

Welcome home to this spacious and Welcome home to this spacious and Welcome home to this spacious and Welcome home to this spacious and 
inviting split level. Step up to the inviting split level. Step up to the inviting split level. Step up to the inviting split level. Step up to the     

gracious Living room and Dining room gracious Living room and Dining room gracious Living room and Dining room gracious Living room and Dining room 
with fine oak floors. The kitchen is a with fine oak floors. The kitchen is a with fine oak floors. The kitchen is a with fine oak floors. The kitchen is a 
gourmet cook’s dream come true with gourmet cook’s dream come true with gourmet cook’s dream come true with gourmet cook’s dream come true with 

an eating area that views the deck and an eating area that views the deck and an eating area that views the deck and an eating area that views the deck and 
inininin----ground pool. This home has a family ground pool. This home has a family ground pool. This home has a family ground pool. This home has a family 
room & great room with built in bar.  room & great room with built in bar.  room & great room with built in bar.  room & great room with built in bar.  

Convenient to town , NYC Convenient to town , NYC Convenient to town , NYC Convenient to town , NYC     
transportation, town and schools.transportation, town and schools.transportation, town and schools.transportation, town and schools.    

$799,000$799,000$799,000$799,000    

Welcome Home to Beautiful  Scotch Plains!Welcome Home to Beautiful  Scotch Plains!Welcome Home to Beautiful  Scotch Plains!Welcome Home to Beautiful  Scotch Plains!    

For additional information please contact me. 

Patricia “Pat” PlantePatricia “Pat” PlantePatricia “Pat” PlantePatricia “Pat” Plante    
BrokerBrokerBrokerBroker----Sales AssociateSales AssociateSales AssociateSales Associate————Westfield OfficeWestfield OfficeWestfield OfficeWestfield Office    

Direct Dial: 908Direct Dial: 908Direct Dial: 908Direct Dial: 908----233233233233----2162216221622162    
    
    
    

Westfield Office * 600 North Avenue West,  
Westfield, NJ 908-233-0065 

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Beautifully illuminating classic style this exquisite Wychwood Colonial brims with time-
less artistry: hardwood floors, archways, exquisite moldings and custom built-ins. Beck-
oning you to enter, the foyer opens to a gracious living room with a marble surround fire-
place and the adjacent formal dining room with bay window. The superbly updated 
kitchen, with too many amenities to list and the adjoining family room craft an irresistible 
locale. A lovely master suite with ample closet space, library, 1st floor suite, a rec room 
and a wonderful professionally landscaped yard with bi-level deck compose an unsur-
passed venue that warms your soul and welcomes you home.  Presented for $1,837,000. 

            Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
          908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
        NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005

Tucked away on one of Wychwood’s most picturesque lanes, this magical Colonial casts its 
spell with an idyllic blend of traditional details and modern amenities. The spacious family 
room addition with built-ins and updated granite-accented kitchen with breakfast bar, 
complements a gracious living room with fireplace and dining room with corner cabinets. 
The master suite is a private haven while another bedroom suite welcomes guests. Four 
more bedrooms, an office, basement rec room, sauna & climate controlled wine cellar add 
to the allure of this home. Equally as captivating, the surrounding grounds come alive with 
beautiful plantings, mature shrubbery, towering trees and a two-tiered patio. Presented for 
$1,695,000.  Dir: E. Broad to Wychwood to Winyah 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

872 Winyah Avenue, Westfield 
Open House, Sunday August 26, 1:00—4:00PM 
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Custom Fabricated Designed Cabinetry
Finished Basement with Media Center
Bedroom Window Seats with Storage
Libraries with Hidden Liquor Cabinet
Impeccable Refinishing and Painting

GERARD KELLY

908-209-0104

brogankelly@comcast.net

For Questions or Advice, Call

Fully Insured

Westfield:
Charles R. and Evelyn A. Matino,

III to Edward and Dina Orr, 224 Flo-
rence Avenue, North, $690,000.

Partick R. and Christine E. Hanna
to Michael J. Kirkland, 555 Hort
Street, $510,000.

Christopher E. and Michelle M.
Brennan to Michael Mahoney, LLC,
250 Hyslip Avenue, $705,000.

Christophe Blaise and Susan Petras
to Michael and Larisa Warjanka, 251
Hazel Avenue, $539,000.

Nilesh S. Mhaskar and Jamie A.
Swan to Jason and Tamara Spiewak,
238 Hazel Avenue, $562,000.

Michael L. Mazzarese to Georgi
Tsekov and Melisa Colten, 213 Scotch
Plains Avenue, $427,500.

Andrew Coronato and David Lintz
and Steven Stanzione and Burton
Tucker to Brian Pfistner, 417 West
Broad Street, $453,000.

Claire M. and Ernest J. Yarusi to
Dennis G. and Mary K. Reilly, 524
Dorian Place, $749,900.

Nicholas and Mary Kapur to Peter
M. and Christine LaGatta, 688 Dorian
Road, $869,900.

James R. and Holly Petrie to Chris-
topher and Susan Taddeo, 512 Chest-
nut Street, South, $600,000.

David and Melissa Klafter to Gerard
W. and Gwen E. Cleaves, 114 Wells
Street, $695,000.

Jay S. and Linda S. Kaplan to Jack
and Stacy Kaufman, 900 Stevens
Avenue, $825,000.

Matthew B. Lane and Jennifer L.
Better to Francis and Mary Giglio,

Recent Home Sales

904 Harding Street, $699,000.
Daniel A. Halevy and Randi Albert

to Stephen M. Kocaj and Irene S.
Cho, 920 Summit Avenue, $650,000.

Joseph J. and Catherine A.
Mulholland to Leonard G. Gold and
Gabrielle L. Horn, 912 Boulevard,
$750,000.

Brian D. and Traci L. Howell to
Prudential Relocation, Inc., 955 Bou-
levard, $750,000.

Prudential Relocation, Inc. to Paul
M. Carew and Jennifer Ryan, 955
Boulevard, $750,000.

John T. and Geraldine Russell, Jr.
to Yinghui Lin and Haisu Yang, 223
Elizabeth Avenue, $565,000.

Michael D. and Dorothy DiFabio
to William and Kerri Biedermann,
1011 Irving Avenue, $550,000.

Herman Diaz and Rosa Maria
Alonso to Manish and Kinnari M.
Jyotishi, 1120 Irving Avenue,
$670,000.

William F. and Valerie Ilg to Brian
and Karen Snyder, 1419 Boulevard,
$464,000.

Ronald H. and Marie B. Villarin to
Paul J. and Clarissa Dobek, 100 Sur-
rey Lane, $536,000.

Gordon W. and Mary Ann Nienburg
to April Van Vorst Meek, 609
Ardsleigh Drive, $525,000.

Joseph and Megan Marchese to
Joshua and Lori Gould, 30 Faulkner
Drive, $745,000.

James and Morina Chmielak to
Harold E. and Erskine F. Roberts,
222 Connecticut Street, $739,000.

William J. and Mary P. O’Herron
to Daniel E. and Amy J. Sharkey, 9
Fairhill Road, $1,100,000.

Michael Mahoney, LLC to Michael
and Michele Varano, 1001 Wyandotte
Trail, $2,400,000.

Primavera Parkview, LLC to Todd
S. and Rachel Schulman, 307 Woods
End Road, $1,600,000.

Michael and Michele Varano to
John and Maureen Verrier, 920
Minisink Way, $1,699,900.

Thomas C. and Maureen Baker to
Shane and Anne Edmondson, 746
Prospect Street, $930,000.

Andrew J. and Elizabeth E.
McCann to James and Ann Marie
Sullivan, 135 Effingham Place,
$916,500.

Jason M. and Anna C. Denechaud
to Joseph E. Manzo and Maryann
Michelizzi, 617 Hanford Place,
$785,000.

Brian A. and Julia M. Speck to
Charlotte Merritt, 703 Prospect Street,
$601,000.

Alan D. and Barbara McIntyre to
Alan W. Osborne, 230 Cowperthwaite
Place, $800,000.

John A. and Katherine E.
Capperella to Frank P. and Marybeth
B. Dombroski, 712 Standish Place,
$1,160,000.

Walter and Susan Driscoll to David
and Andrea Birnbaum, 629 Kimball
Avenue, $659,000.

Kathy L. and Mark W. Schappel to
Joanne Pelletiere, 625 Kimball Av-
enue, $608,000.

Christopher J. Kiernan and
Jeanmarie G. Guidi-Kiernan to Kathy
A. and Teddy J. Fudali, 715 Belvidere
Avenue, $815,000.

Ralph Rapuano to Kenneth J. and
Lori F. Donnelly, 218 Sunset Avenue,
$1,500,000.

Richard V. and Elizabeth P. Colucci
to Daniel and Jill Damesek, 1351
East Broad Street, $700,000.

Richard J. Martinelli and Patricia
D. Martinelli-McCullough to David
and Elizabeth Doles, 325 Wychwood
Road, $1,100,000

Gandalf Ventures Corp. to Andrew
Kofsky and Jennifer L. Gillman, 815
East Broad Street, $1,199,000.

Craig J. and Maureen E. Kobrin to
Xavier and Anne-Sophie Avat, 624
East Broad Street, $865,000.

Walter W. Stoeppelwerth, III and
Maria Del Pilar Stoeppelwerth to
Sheldon W. Ferriss and Michelle
Weintraub, 239 Prospect Street,
$999,000.

Austin B. and Lauretta De Stefanis,
Jr. to William P. Gill, 825 North Av-
enue, West, $454,000.

Joseph and Romona DiLauro to
Albert and Lisa Kohl, 201 Scotch
Plains Avenue, North, $467,500.

Ann M. Weeks to Christophe Blaise
and Susan Petras, 210 Florence Av-
enue, North, $655,000.

WWW.PRCNEWHOMES.COM

Seeking Buyers Who Want to Live Close to Everything..
New 4 Bedroom Home - Priced at $679,900
               19 Johnson Street, Scotch Plains (2,800 sq.ft.)
Perfect location for Commuting, Shopping, Restaurants - less
than 2 miles away from it All!

Contact Office for Details
(908) 301-9200

Gorgeous Home with Master Suite, His and Hers Closets & 3
Sizeable Bedrooms and Hall Bath with Double Vanity.  Large Airy
Eat-in-Kitchen with Island Overlooking the Family Room.  Laundry
Room and Powder Room also on the 1st floor.  This “Energy Star
Rated” home fulfills the dream home category with Andersen
Windows and a full basement.

Build Your Dream Home 
On Jumbo Lot 

Washington School District, 
Westfield.  This lot will gra-
ciously hold a 4,000 sq ft 
home w/set back garage and 
generous backyard to spare. 
Buy the lot and do it yourself, 
($650,000) or we will design 
and build for you ($1.5 Mil.) 
Existing home is serviceable 
3BR, 1.5 bath colonial. 
For more details, call:  

3G Ventures LLC 
 732-887-7004 

Sondra Tammam Students
Win Piano Competitions

WESTFIELD — Students of
Sondra Tammam, pianist and co-di-
rector of Dorothy Taubman Piano
Seminars at Lincoln Center, have won
prizes in competitions in New Jersey,
New York and Connecticut.

Seven students performed at Carnegie
Hall’s Weill Hall as winners of the
Piano Teachers Society of America
competition and the Golden Key 2007
Musical Festival Competition. They
are Alexandra Berry, Benjamin Chang,
Wendy Lin, Alexander Liu, Joshua Tao,
Jessica Xu and Peter Wang.

Elena Tinfow of Westfield was the
sole winner of the Music Educators
Association of New Jersey (MEANJ)
Camp Scholarship. In July, Elena at-
tended the Westminster-Ride Univer-
sity High School Piano Camp in
Princeton. Wendy Lin was accepted to
the Tanglewood Music Festival, the
summer site of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra. As a Cecilian Music Club
Winner, Wendy performed at Alice
Tully Hall in Lincoln Center. Both
Elena and Wendy are officers in the
Musical Club of Westfield Junior Club.

Joshua Kao, 11, won the third prize

in the International Piano Competi-
tion in Southport, CT. He performed a
solo program at the finals and received
a medal of distinction. Stefan Curic,
also 11, was accepted at the Manhat-
tan School of Music Pre-College Divi-
sion, where he will study on scholar-
ship with Phillip Kawin.

Stefan performed at the Kimmel
Center in Philadelphia along with Jes-
sica Xu, Benjamin Chang and Anne
Marie Noronha as winners in the
Golden Key 2007 Music Festival.
Prizes in the MEANJ 37th Annual
Competition were awarded to several
of her students.

Benjamin Chang and Eddie Chang,
a student of Galit Aronson, won first
prize in the duet category. Peter Wang
won second prize in the solo cat-
egory. Winners in the New Jersey
Music Educators Association Hon-
ors Recital were Kristin Hangue and
Alexandra Berry of Westfield, Stefan
Curcic, Christiana Kang and Anne
Marie Noronha. All of Ms. Tammam’s
students who participated in the
MEANJ annual auditions received
the highest score of Outstanding.

MAKING MUSIC… At the NJWA Music Studio, which has begun fall registra-
tion, teachers design their music instruction to develop the best in each student.

Library Displays Life-Sized
‘Simpsons’ Characters

SPRINGFIELD — The Children’s
Room of the Springfield Free Public
Library received life-sized
“Simpsons” characters from 20th
Century Fox Film Corporation for
participating in “The Simpsons Movie
Springfield Challenge.”

The characters can be visited any-
time during regular library hours. On
Sunday October 7, there will be a
special Simpsons party.

August 30 will be a celebration of
Hawaii in which there will be shell
crafts all day as well as a children’s
movie. At noon, the library will host

a film featuring Elvis Presley as a
soldier who returns home from Ha-
waii.

The Springfield Free Public Li-
brary is located at 66 Mountain Av-
enue in Springfield. Summer library
hours are Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00
p.m., Tuesday and Friday from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Full day Sat-
urday service will resume on Sep-
tember 8 and Sunday service will
resume on October 7. For more infor-
mation, please call (973) 376-4930.

NJWA Presents New
Comprehensive Brochure

WESTFIELD — This fall, the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) will present a new bro-
chure that contains information on
nearly all of its programs for the
2007-2008 season.

The booklet, an innovation for the
36-year-old non-profit arts organi-
zation, replaces the brochures and
flyers for each individual program
sponsored by NJWA. The brochure
presents brief descriptions of the
various classes, dates, times, loca-
tions, tuition, policies, performances,
contact information and registration
forms.

The NJWA is located at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield for
most of its music lessons. However,
because of space limitations and vari-
ous types of programming, the orga-
nization also uses off-site locations
such as Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Westfield, All Saints Church in
Scotch Plains, First Baptist Church in
Westfield, Zion Lutheran Church in
Clark, Temple Emanu-el in Westfield,
Edison Intermediate School in

Westfield, the Cranford Dramatic
Club, Westfield YMCA and Union
YMHA.

The NJWA is home to such pro-
grams as the Music Studio, the
Westfield Summer Workshop, Kids
on Keys, Creative Drama Workshop,
Musical Theater Workshop, NJWA
Concert Band, Simply Strings, NJWA
Summer Symphony and Summer
Strings, NJWA Rockin’ Jazz En-
semble and the Chamber Orchestra.
It also includes the Alphorn Ensemble,
Full Count Big Band, Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, Westfield
Fencing Club, Hula Lessons, Light
Bulb Players and the Westfield Art
Gallery.

The new NJWA comprehensive bro-
chure is currently being mailed to fami-
lies in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Cranford and Fanwood.  Registration
is open to residents of any community,
and they may receive a brochure by
calling (908) 789-9696 or by visiting
the East Broad Street studios.  The
brochure will soon be available on the
web at njworkshopforthearts.com.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESENTING ANOTHER LEADER SHIRT…Leader/Times Assistant Publisher/
Sports Editor Dave Corbin, left, and Publisher Horace Corbin present State
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. with a Greg Norman line shirt during a recent visit.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/11/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract North Region, 2007-08, Various State
Highways; Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren

Counties; 100% State; DP  NO: 07427

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 8/23/07, 8/30/07 and 9/6/07, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/25/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract North 2007-08; Routes, 78 / 80 / 280 /
287; Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren

Counties; 100% State; DP  NO: 07430

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 8/23/07, 8/30/07 and 9/6/07, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/11/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Hot Mix Asphalt Pavement Repair Contract, North -2008, Various
locations including North of Route 57; Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,

Sussex, Union Counties and partly Warren Co.; 100% State; DP  NO: 07437

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 8/23/07, 8/30/07 and 9/6/07, The Leader Fee: $205.02

CLASSIFIEDS

Free Estimates Fully Insured

High End Prep
Sheetrock / Spackling

Spray / Roll / Brush
Trim / Crown Installation

732-396-1383

Painting Co.

Complete Painting Service

Roofing • Siding
Gutters

ROOFS Asphalt, Slate,
Composite, Flat Roofs

R.T. CORBET L.L.C.

GUTTERS Aluminum, Copper,
Built-In Systems

908-771-0007 • 732-528-8994

All systems new and repaired
Expert problem solver

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
NJ Reg. Contractor

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Masterwork Chorus Holds
Auditions for Choral Singers
AREA – The Masterwork Chorus

is holding auditions for highly- ex-
perienced choral singers. Prospec-
tive members are invited to attend
the first regular rehearsal of the 2007-
2008 season on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5, at 7:30 p.m. in the Xavier
Center on the campus of the College
of Saint Elizabeth, located in Con-
vent Station.

During the first rehearsal, poten-
tial new members may schedule an
audition with Music Director An-
drew Megill.  The auditions will be
held Thursday evening, September
6. Choral singers with strong vocal
and sight-reading skills are encour-
aged to audition.

Mr. Megill is an associate profes-
sor at Westminster Choir College at
Rider University.

Masterwork begins its 2007-2008
season with Carl Orff’s Carmina
Burana, on Sunday, October 21, at 3
p.m. at Clinton Presbyterian Church

in Clinton and again on Saturday,
November 3, at 8 p.m. at the Concert
Hall in the Dorothy Young Center for
the Performing Arts at Drew Univer-
sity in Madison.  The program will
also include Bruckner’s Te Deum and
selections from Dorati’s Missa Brevis.

Masterwork will present, with full
orchestra and professional soloists,
both a matinee and an evening per-
formance of Handel’s Messiah in its
entirety on Saturday, December 22,
at Carnegie Hall. On Sunday, De-
cember 23, at 3 p.m., Messiah will
be presented at Community Theatre
at Mayo Center for the Performing
Arts in Morristown.

For those interested in more sing-
ing, Masterwork’s Chamber and
Touring Choirs are separately audi-
tioned from the full chorus and offer
opportunities for small group sing-
ing and a challenging repertoire. 

For more information, visit
masterwork.org or call (973) 455-
7008. For audition information,
please call Becky Adams, member-
ship chair, at (908) 420-6869.

SAAB CONVERTIBLE

Enjoy the last of the summer with
convertible in fantastic condition.
When the weather turns chilly just
use the heated seats, listen to cd
player and enjoy. Priced to sell at
$12,000 call (908) 578-0064

SHARED OFFICE SPACE

Scotch Plains:
Shared office space available in
luxury office suite. Ideal for 1 to 5
financial prof, CPA, or attorney.

Call Joe at (908) 296-2142
for details.

P/T BABYSITTER WANTED

Seeking exp. babysitter with valid
DL to pick our 2 kids up at pre-
school (3pm in Westfield) and care
for them in our home until 6pm
T,W &Th. Call (908) 789-9280.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Driver for pre-school drop-off/pick-
up. Light housekeeping (shopping,
cooking). 11am - 3pm on Wed. -
Fri. Open to additional hours if
desired. Clean driving record and
references required. Please call
Yvonne @ (917) 567-1736.

TUTORING IN READING

Former elementary teacher, now
SAHM, with current certification
(exp. 2011) for grades 1-8,
specializing in reading instruction,
K-12. Masters level educated. 1
hour increments, $50 per hour,
meetings held at Cranford Public
Library. Evening hours flexible
between 6-9pm, M-R; weekends
flexible also. Please call Mrs.
Fricke at (908) 325-6303 or email
shannon07016@yahoo.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utilities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

2004 BMW 325I

39k mi, One owner, Premium
package, Cold weather package,
Xenon, Steptronic. $15,600.

jckghm@hotmail.com
(732) 815-4874

CLEANING LADY

Polish Cleaning Lady is looking
for Apartments, Houses &

Offices to clean.
Good References &

Long Experience
(732) 970-5445

05 RX 330

3.3L V6, .32k mi, black over Gray
LTHR,  Xenon, Premium Audio,
LOADED, SUNROOF. $18600

larry-hurst@hotmail.com
(732) 897-8283

MOUNTAINSIDE

900 & 1200 sq.ft. offices
near Rt 22 with ample parking,

services, suitable for doctor, etc.
Reasonable

(908) 789-8961

ONLY ONE LEFT!

Westfield And ready for
Occupancy! Northside Fair Acres
Avenue landscaped setting.
Custom built by Buontempo Bros
Builders.offered at $1,725,000.
Call ERA Village Green Realtors

(732) 381-7477

ENTREPRENEURS WANTED

College Grad Finds Cash Cow.
Ceo Income No Ceo Stress.

Call Eric Dick At
(800) 662-1961 x 7400 or

www.CeoSalaryNow.com
NOT ALL WILL QUALIFY

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on May
23, 2007, granted approval for a use vari-
ance and variances for existing non-con-
formities for property owned by Rabbi
Avrohom Blesofsky at 193 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 55 and
Lot 14.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger

1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

For
Rabbi Blesofsky

148 Springfield Avenue
Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $21.42

JCC Reveals Schedule
Of Certification Classes

SCOTCH PLAINS – Starting in
September and continuing through-
out the fall, the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey
will offer multiple American Red
Cross certification classes.

The Fundamentals of Instructor
Training (FIT) class and the pretests
for Water Safety Instruction (WSI)
class for new instructors, and the WSI
Crossover and Reentry class for al-
ready-certified instructors, will take
place on Sunday, September 9.

The Lifeguard Training class pre-
test is slated for Monday, September
24, as is the first session of GuardStart,
a lifeguarding preparatory class for
youth ages 11 to 14. A Lifeguard
Update certification class will be held
in December.

Full information about these
classes, including schedules, prereq-
uisites and fees, is available at
jccnj.org. More information also can
be obtained by calling the JCC Aquat-
ics Department at (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 219.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent agency
of the United Way and the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for mem-
bership and various programs.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-08-129

CONTRACTOR: Hiller Architects; 500
Alexander Park, Princeton, New Jersey
08543-6395

NATURE OF SERVICE: Architect Con-
sulting Services/Feasibility Study/Joint Li-
brary

DURATION: Period ending August 1,
2008

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $55,000.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $18.36

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied and regu-
lar program of hiking and bicycling
activities. Most events take place in
central and northern New Jersey.

Membership dues are $10 per year.
Guests are invited to try out the club
before joining. To request a compli-
mentary schedule, please call (908)
527-4900.

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
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HORSE SHOW…Claire Gaeckle, an instructor at Watchung Stable in
Mountainside, gives 14-year-old Alyssa Fortune and her horse Polo a blue ribbon
on June 14. Ms. Gaeckle was recently presented with a laudatory resolution from
the Union County Freeholders for her 50 years of service to the stable. Alyssa
completed ten weeks of classes and joins 500 other children in the spring and fall
Mounted Troop program. Watchung Stable is part of the county parks. For more
information, please call (908) 789-3665, or e-mail questions to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

Mountainside Walkers Log
Close to 7 Million Steps

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Recreation Department
recently announced that participants
in Steps to a Healthier Mountainside
walking program logged 6.6 million
steps between June and August. In
round two of the program, the average
number of steps walked per person per
week was 45,841. The average num-
ber of steps walked per person, per day
was 6,549. Since round one of the
program this spring, participants have
walked about 18 million steps.

The recreation department will ac-
cept registrations for round three on
September 7. The 8-week program
will run from September 17 to No-
vember 11. Its purpose is to motivate
residents to increase their activity lev-
els and maintain healthy lifestyles.

For a registration fee of $10, par-
ticipants receive a pedometer, t-shirt
and guidebook. Participants must be
Mountainside residents and are asked
to walk on a regular basis and count
their steps using the pedometer. Walk-
ing can be done on one’s own or as
part of a group. Weekly step counts
should be submitted to the recreation
department, where they are tallied
and posted on the program’s website,
mountainside-nj.com/steps.htm. New
and returning participants are wel-

come to register.
Each week, incentive prizes are

awarded to selected participants who
walk the greatest average number of
steps and the most additional steps
since the previous week. A participa-
tion award will also be decided upon
by chance among those who submit-
ted step counts for the previous week.
Prizes include gift cards to local busi-
nesses and restaurants that promote
healthy lifestyles.

At the end of the program, selected
participants will be recognized for
several walking accomplishments
based on their total statistics. At that
point, participants may keep their
pedometers, t-shirts and guidebooks
and hopefully include walking as part
of their regular activity.

Walking is a major contributor to
health and well being for children,
adults and senior citizens. A balanced
diet, regular physical activity, and the
avoidance of dangerous substances
can increase one’s health and enjoy-
ment of life.

Register for the program at the
Mountainside Recreation Depart-
ment, 1385 Route 22 East. For more
information, call (908) 232-0015 or
visit www.mountainside-nj.com/
recreation.htm.

Prosecutor Warns of Scams
On Lottery, Credit Cards

COUNTY — Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow is warning the
public to be wary of two scams that
are circulating this summer.

The first is “You’ve Won the
Lottery…but it will cost you…” scam.
The prosecutor said the scam targets
typically receive a letter by mail or e-
mail congratulating them on winning
a large sum of money in an obscure
lottery usually outside of the United
States.

Mr. Romankow said the letter in-
structs the “lucky” winner to call a
telephone number to arrange to col-
lect the winnings and to arrange to
pay the “tax charges” or the “admin-
istrative fees” or the “international
clearance fees.” The fees are usually
requested by wire transfer. The letter
is often accompanied by an authen-
tic-looking check for several thou-
sand dollars to “help cover some of
the fees.”

Mr. Romankow said the letters and
checks usually carry the names of
legitimate, well-known companies but
in fact have no connection with any of
those companies.

“You shouldn’t have to pay to win,”
Mr. Romankow said. “The only win-
ner of these schemes is the schemer
himself.”

Under the “Fraudulent Credit Card

Fraud Alert,” targets get a phone call
from someone who identifies himself
as a member of the security or fraud
department of Visa or Master Card. The
caller may even offer fake identifying
information like a badge number.

The target is then told that there has
been suspicious activity on his ac-
count and is asked if he made a recent
purchase for some item. When the
target denies purchasing that item,
the caller promises to credit the ac-
count for the purchase and to begin a
fraud investigation, Mr. Romankow
said.

The caller, who often has the target’s
account number and address, then
requests the security code on the back
of the card to verify that the target
“has the card in his possession.”

 “Unless you are making a pur-
chase that you initiated, you should
never give out your security code,”
Mr. Romankow said. “The security
code offers protection against the
card’s illegal usage.”

The county prosecutor advised,
“The best protection when you get a
call like this is to ask the caller if you
can call him back. Then telephone the
security number on the back of the
card. If the real security department
isn’t aware of your fraud alert — it’s
probably fraudulent.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, August 14,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS 1978
WITH REGARD TO PERMIT
PARKING FOR RESIDENTS

Purpose: The Municipal Manager or his
designee shall be responsible for deter-
mining the number of permits and the
nature of the parameters of the require-
ments for the issuance of  parking permits
at certain streets surrounding the Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School.  Also, no
person shall park a vehicle between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. School
days the entire length of Cedar Street,
west and Happel Court, north unless dis-
playing a duly authorized permit.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at 8:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building, or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consider-
ation of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons inter-
ested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary of
which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting
of the Governing Body of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, on August 14, 2007. It will be
further considered for final passage, after
public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the
governing body to be held at the Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, in said County, on
September 11, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. During
the week prior to and up to and including
the date of such meeting copies of the full
ordinance will be available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the
Clerk’s office for the members of the gen-
eral public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE AU-
THORIZING THE EXECUTION
OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
AND DELIVERY BY THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD (THE
“MUNICIPALITY”) OF CER-
TAIN LEASE AGREEMENTS
IN RELATION TO THE UNION
COUNTY IMPROVEMENT
AUTHORITY ISSUANCE OF
GENERAL OBLIGATION
LEASE REVENUE BONDS,
SERIES 2007 (CAPITAL
EQUIPMENT AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE LEASE PRO-
GRAM).

Purpose(s): Acquisition of capital equip-
ment and infrastructure improvements as
set forth in an exhibit to the ordinance.

Appropriation: $6,012,124.93
Bonds/Notes Authorized: None
Section 20 Costs: None
Useful Life: Not to exceed 15 years

Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
Borough of Fanwood

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on June
27, 2007, denied approval for subdivision
of properties owned by Donald and Debie
Close at 227 & 243 Midway Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 10 and
Lots 27 & 28.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Robert Kraus, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger

1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

For
Donald & Debbie Close

243 Midway Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James Plosia, Esq.;
Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; PO Box 112, 25 Independence
Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special legal
counsel to represent the Township of
Scotch Plains in various PBA labor mat-
ters

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $4,000. and
billed at the hourly rate of $175. for attor-
neys and to be applied toward fees and
costs for those services, which shall be
subject to the approval of the Township
Attorney and which are not covered by
insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, August 14,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS 1978
WITH REGARD TO HANDI-
CAPPED PARKING.

Purpose: To designate two handi-
capped parking spaces at 2325 South
Avenue

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at 8:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building, or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consider-
ation of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons inter-
ested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T- 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-08-130

CONTRACTOR: Library Development
Solutions; 64 Princeton Hightstown Road,
Suite 106, Princeton Junction, New Jer-
sey 08543-6395

NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting
Services/Feasibility Study/Joint Library

DURATION: Period ending August 1,
2008

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $29,000.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, August 14,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ORDINANCE  NO. 1-06
ADOPTED JANUARY 10, 2006
ESTABLISHING SALARIES
AND WAGES FOR MUNICI-
PAL EMPLOYEES

Purpose: Establishing the title of Project
Coordinator, Construction at the rate of
$75.00 per hour.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at 8:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building, or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consider-
ation of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons inter-
ested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-08-122

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Helen Street/Con-
tract drawings, specifications and bid phase

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $40,000.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-08-121

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Marian Avenue and
McDermott Place/Construction Phase

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2007

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $18,000.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $19.38
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-08-131

CONTRACTOR: Ruotolo Associates
Inc.; 2 Dundee Park, Suite 205A, Andover,
Massachusetts 01810

NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting
Services/Feasibility Study/Joint Library

DURATION: Period ending August 1,
2008

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $46,000.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $17.85

Corzine Signs Four Munoz-
Sponsored Bills Into Law

TRENTON — Three bills and a
resolution sponsored by Assembly-
man Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit)
that provide for the protection and
health of New Jersey’s children and
raises awareness about a debilitating
condition, were signed into law Au-
gust 6 by Governor Jon Corzine.

“In 2005, I first introduced legis-
lation (S-484/A-1716) calling for
GPS tracking of sexual offenders,”
said Mr. Munoz, “so it is a very good
day in New Jersey when we finally
put laws on the books that provide
additional protection for our chil-
dren.”

“Sexual crimes against children, or
the abuse and neglect of children are
some of the most heinous acts com-
mitted,” Asm. Munoz said.

Mr. Munoz is the prime sponsor of
the New Jersey version of “Jessica
Lunsford Act,” named after a 9-year-
Florida girl who was raped and mur-
dered by her neighbor in 2005. That
legislation, A-960, was released by
the Assembly Judiciary Committee
on June 14.

“It’s plain and simple. We must
keep these criminals behind bars and
if they get out – monitor them for
life.” Mr. Munoz said.

Assemblyman Munoz’ measure (S-
1217/A-1526) would help prevent ne-
glect and abuse of children was signed
by the governor.

“One of my first initiatives in office
was to author a law to create the
Office of Child Advocate,” Mr. Munoz
said. “I am hopeful this measure will
provide a network between the many
government agencies with one goal –

to prevent the abuse and neglect of
our children.”

“As the state’s lawmakers, it is our
responsibility to afford our children
as much protection as possible and
these two laws are yet another step in
that direction,” he said.

Mr. Munoz, a physician, also said
his bill (S-332/A-2999) (concerning
sudden cardiac arrest for student-ath-
letes) was signed by Mr. Corzine.

“Awareness and education are two
of the greatest tools in healthcare
today,” Mr. Munoz said. “Educating
parents and those involved in athlet-
ics of the early warning signs of sud-
den cardiac arrest is vitally important
– while it is a rare – it is a devastating
occurrence and we must do all that
we can to inform the public of their
options for private screening.”

“With the [signing] of SJR31/
AJR99 we will shed light on the plight
of those who suffer from Lymphe-
dema, a very painful and devastating
condition,” said Mr. Munoz. “Those
of us who enjoy good health often
don’t realize the obstacles faced by
individuals suffering with a debilitat-
ing condition like Lymphedema.”

“I commend my fellow legislators
for supporting these important legis-
lative measures and I look forward to
continued bi-partisan support during
the fall legislative session when I will
once again request a vote in both
houses for the passage of the ‘Jessica
Lunsford Act.’”

NJ Indo-Americans
Celebrate India’s Birthday

EDISON – According to organiz-
ers, 25,000 Indo-American support-
ers gathered for the New Jersey In-
dia Day Parade earlier this month.
The event to celebrate the 60th birth-
day of India comprised a one-mile
march on Oak Tree Road from Edison
to Iselin followed by a cultural pro-
gram on the property of St. Cecelia’s

Church, located at the end of the
parade route.

A United States Veterans Color
Guard led the parade that included 24
floats, a marching band, Grand Mar-
shal Urmila Matondkar, fashion de-
signer Manish Malhotra, costumed
characters and representatives from
the over 70 organizations. Several
elected officials participated includ-
ing Congressman Frank Pallone, As-
semblyman Upendra Chivukula, State
Senator Barbara Buono, Middlesex
County Freeholders and Edison
Mayor Choi.

“This year’s parade is the largest
yet, we made history today,” pro-
claimed Mr. Manher Shah, President
of the Indian Business Association
who credited the success to the 157
volunteers.

A two-hour cultural program, ar-
ranged by Ms. Smita Patel and in-
cluding dances and folksongs, fol-
lowed the parade. “We wanted to
expand the cultural program portion
of the parade to enhance the celebra-
tions,” said Chandrakant Patel of the

IBA. Ms. Matondkar addressed the
crowd in several languages and sang.
“I salute all of you for keeping the
Indian spirit alive so far away from
India,” she said. She added that this
was the best celebration she had ever
been to. 25 booths were sponsored at
the cultural program that included
local businesses and non-profit orga-

nizations.
One of the floats featured the Edison

Memorial Tower and Kiddie Keep
Well Camp, two local non-profit or-
ganizations serving Middlesex
County. “We are glad the two asso-
ciations were represented, it’s a way
for us to give back to the larger com-
munity,” said Mr. Jasal Amin.

Oak Tree Road is known as “New
Jersey’s Little India.” Organizers said
that recent census figures show that
New Jersey has 169,180 Indo-Ameri-
can residents, which has doubled
since 1990. Middlesex County has
13 percent Americans of Asian heri-
tage.

The Indian Business Association
(IBA), New Jersey Federation of In-
dian Associations (NJFIA) and 70
other New Jersey Indo-American or-
ganizations sponsored the parade.

Focus on Children’s Activities
Added to Fanny Wood Day

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, left, presents a resolution to Ethel Heim of Cranford wishing her a
happy 103rd birthday on August 15 during a celebration at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. They are joined from left by Ethel’s daughter Janet
Head, her granddaughter Judith Snow and her great-granddaughter Valerie
Snow.

FANWOOD – This year children
and adults alike will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in traditional en-
tertainment activities such as Track-
less Train, Junior Obstacle Course,
Bounce ‘n Slide, Kiddiepillar maze,
Moonwalk and Rockwall.

These safer children’s activities will
allow children of all ages to bounce,
slide and laugh as they spend time in
these air supported amusements.
Some activities will have age limita-
tions so younger children will not
have to compete for space with older
participants.

For children who prefer less physi-
cal activities, the day will provide
opportunities to ride a train, play
games or be amused by a clown. The
balloon clown Zoom will be wander-
ing the street entertaining with his
creative balloon designs.

To participate in the activities, a $10

unlimited all-day pass or a nominal
fee will be charged to cover the re-
maining rental costs. In addition to the
children’s area, Fanny Wood Day will
be filled with musical entertainment,
gymnastics demonstrations, ice cream
and pie baking contests, food vendors
and arts and crafts items to purchase.

Fanny Wood Day will be held on
South and Martine Avenues in
Fanwood from noon until 5 p.m. on
Sunday, September 30.

The Children’s Entertainment area
at Fanny Wood Day will be spon-
sored by PNC Bank.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 07-15-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 280-62, SCHEDULE
XVII OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
CONCERNING U-TURNS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on August 14, 2007.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 8/23/07, The Times Fee: $16.32

UCC Offers Review Course
For Real Estate Examination

Cranford Resident
Wins Film Award

CRANFORD – This summer,
Cranford teenager Rebecca Hoeffler
took part in a national filmmaking
competition in which her team’s film
won the Viewer’s Choice Award for
Best Comedy.

The movie, entitled Duck Love,
premiered online at fresh-films.com
between August 9 and 15.

The film will now compete against
the best drama and best action/thriller.

A panel of celebrity judges is in-
volved in the critiquing and winner-
selection processes.

Afterwards, the overall winning
team will have the opportunity to fly to
Los Angeles for a film festival, pre-
miere-style event and will be celebrated
as the 2007 Freshest Filmmakers.

CRANFORD – The Division of
Economic Development and Continu-
ing Education will be offering a re-
view course for the State Real Estate
Examination from August 24 through
September 21.

This course will review introduc-
tion to real estate appraisal, valuation
principles and procedures, uniform
standards of professional appraisal
practice, uniform residential appraisal
report (URAR), small residential in-
come property form (2-4 Family) and
real estate math. The course is in-
tended for those students who are
preparing to take the state examina-
tion.

This course is a one-time opportu-
nity, as the education requirements
will change in 2008. The course is for
those students who have completed
all their course requirements and who
have passed the state examination
before December 31. The current
education requirements are 90 hours
for License, 120 hours for Certified
Residential and 180 hours for Certi-
fied General.

A student’s license will be held
until all field work is completed – a
total of license for 2000 hours, certi-
fied residential for 2,500 hours, certi-
fied general for 3,000 hours and no
field work requirement for the trainee.
Each student will then have two years
from the date of passing the state
examination or December 31, 2009.
If the field work is not completed by

December 31, 2009, each student will
have to make a new application with
the fee and complete the new re-
quired school hours, which will be
changed to 150 hours for license, 200
hours for certified residential and 300
hours for certified general.

The course will be offered on Fri-
days from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Union County College’s Cranford
campus at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

For more information or to regis-
ter, please contact the Division of
Economic Development and Continu-
ing Education at (908) 709-7112.

HAPPY THRONG...Thousands paraded on Oak Tree Road in Edison and Iselin
last Sunday to celebrate the 60th anniversary of India’s independence.
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TOSS UP… Fourth graders at Franklin School in Westfield worked with art
teacher Marylee Massenzio to create boomerangs to “toss” over to Australia (via
the mail) and see if they would come back. They crafted the boomerangs in
Australian Aboriginal art style and included an introductory letter to a class
where a Franklin student’s cousin attends school down under. Not only did the
Australian students return the boomerangs, but they also sent Australian coins,
maps, pictures, posters and a copy of Australia Geographic magazine to Franklin
at the end of the school year. Pictured are Franklin students and Ms. Massenzio
with their boomerangs and Australian treasures.

Holy Trinity School
Graduates Class of 2007

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School recently gradu-
ated the class of 2007. The following
students completed the course of study
at Holy Trinity Interparochial and were
awarded diplomas on Friday, May 8:

Samantha Arnold, Bernadette
Calderone, Timothy Connell, Andrew
Convery, Catherine Davidson,
Kathleen Doyle, Jessica Feeley, Briana
Femia, Mary Beth Fiedler, Margaret
Fitzpatrick, Evan Gingrich, Veronica
Glennon, Peter Granstrand, Katherine
Greifeld, Cornelius Haggerty, Jeffrey
Harris, Kariah Johnson, Luke Kraft,
Shannon Lenahan, Erin Livesey, Peter
LiVolsi, Marissa Mastrocola, Breana
Liebowitz-McDaniel, Cara McGlew,
Edward McGovern, Kristy McMahon,
Marissa Minnicino, Mary Muldoon,
Ronald Munkittrick, Emily Nuila,
Charles Oliver, Sara Palasits, Mara
Pantano, Jake Penders, Matthew Pot-
ter, Sara Power, Jennifer Puleo, Idris
Sadiq, Matthew Schmicker, John
Serzan, Michelle Shimonov, Sean
Siburn, Emily Smith, Lauren
Stracquatanio, Raymond Thek,
Gabrielle Titone, Joseph Toegel,
Megan Tosato, and Jenna Trongone.

Graduating students were also
awarded various medals in honor of
their achievements.

Briana Femia won the General
Excellence Medal and the Spanish
Medal.

Emily Smith was awarded the Presi-
dential Achievement Award and the
Rich Dursee Scholarship.

The Msgr. Waterson award for ex-
cellence in Religious Studies went to
Peter LiVolsi.

Mathematics awards were given to
Jenna Trongone and Sara Power.

Sean Siburn (Science), Sara Power
(French and Drama), Peter LiVolsi
(English), Briana Femia (Spanish),
Jake Penders (American History), and
Joseph Toegel (Fine Arts and Com-

puter Science) won other subject ex-
cellence awards.

The Christian Leadership Award,
presented by the Home and School
Association, was given to Sara Power
and Jake Penders.

John Serzan and Megan Tosato won
the Scholar Athlete Awards, and the
Court Trinity Catholic Daughters
Award was given to Jake Penders.

The Loyola Scholarship, given in
honor of Dorothy Szot, was presented
to Briana Femia, Sean Siburn, and
Jenna Trongone. The Pantano Family
Foundation Award was given to Evan
Gingrich and Sara Power.

Ms. Szot announced that in addi-
tion to other scholarships, the follow-
ing high schools awarded significant
scholarships to members of the class:
Roselle Catholic Regional High
School, Mother Seton Regional High
School, St. Peter’s Preparatory
School, Union Catholic Regional
High School and Mount Saint Mary
Academy.

A record 22 girls will attend Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung, and
one student has been admitted to McNair
Academy, the number-one ranked pub-
lic school in New Jersey. Other Trinity
graduates will attend Westfield High
School, Mother Seton, Seton Hall Pre-
paratory School, St. Joseph of
Metuchen, Union Catholic, Watchung
Hills Regional High School, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Westfield Resident
Receives Scholarship
WESTFIELD – LandAmerica Fi-

nancial Group, Inc. announced that
the LandAmerica Foundation has
awarded Miriam Becker-Cohen of
Westfield a $2,000 college scholar-
ship for the 2007-2008 academic year.

Miriam will be a freshman at
Amherst College, majoring in for-
eign language. She graduated from
Westfield High School and is the
daughter of Sheila Becker and Lewis
Cohen. Ms. Becker-Cohen’s mother
is Vice President – Claims Counsel
for LandAmerica in Parsippany.

The LandAmerica Foundation an-
nually awards up to 20 scholarships
in the amount of $2,000 each for
dependent children of full-time
LandAmerica employees below the
level of executive vice president.

WF Student Receives
$3,000 from NJSCPA
WESTFIELD – Lee Tomasso, a

resident of Westfield and a student at
Rider University, was recently
awarded a $3,000 accounting schol-
arship from the New Jersey Society
of Certified Public Accountants
(NJSCPA).

The scholarship is part of the
NJSCPA’s annual scholarship pro-
gram, which this year awarded more
than $340,000 to 87 students from
across New Jersey.

The scholarship was presented at
the 47th Annual NJSCPA Scholar-
ship Awards Ceremony on April 19 at
the Sheraton in Iselin.

For more information on the
NJSCPA Scholarship Program, con-
tact Janice Amatucci at the NJSCPA
by phone at (973) 226-4494, exten-
sion 209, by e-mail at
jamatucci@njscpa.org or visit
njscpa.org/scholarships.

WF’s Graham Makes
Wake Forest Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston-Salem, N.C. has
named Jessica Graham to the
University’s dean’s list for the spring
2007 semester. Students who achieved
a grade point average of 3.0 or higher
were named to the list.

Jessica, a 2006 Westfield High
School graduate, is the daughter of
Frank and Linda Graham of Westfield.

SP’s Saunders Makes
Ursinus Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Heather
Saunders was named to the dean’s list
at Ursinus College for the spring 2007
semester, according to Dr. Judith
Levy, dean of the college.

A resident of Scotch Plains, she is
a Spanish major and a member of the
Class of 2007.

WF Student Makes
Wake Forest Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Brian Dunstan of
Westfield was recently named to the
Wake Forest University’s dean’s list
for spring semester.

Students who achieved a 3.0 or
higher grade point average were
named to the list.

93 Percent of WHS Grads
Embark On Higher Educ.

WESTFIELD – A total of 93 per-
cent of this year’s 435 Westfield High
School (WHS) graduates will em-
bark on the road to higher education
this fall.

According to a statistical report
released by the WHS Guidance Of-
fice, 85 percent will enter four-year
colleges and universities, while 7 per-
cent will attend two-year colleges
and less than 1 percent have entered
vocational, business and other post
high-school institutions. The remain-
der have accepted employment or had
future plans that were undecided at
the time of graduation.

Although the colleges selected are
from coast-to-coast, most of the col-
leges and universities chosen by the
class of 2007 are located in the east-
ern United States.

Some of the more popular out-of-
state colleges and universities selected
by this year’s graduates include New
York University (12 students); Uni-
versity of Delaware (11); University
of Maryland (nine); Loyola College
(nine); Marist College (eight); Lehigh
University (seven); and Quinnipiac
University (seven);

A total of 65 WHS graduates will
continue their education in New Jer-
sey, with 38 attending four-year col-
leges and universities and 27 entering
two-year colleges.

The most widely attended New Jer-
sey school is Rutgers, with 24 WHS
graduates attending various colleges

within the university. Montclair State
University is next in enrollment, with
6 students from WHS. Princeton
University is a destination for one of
this year’s WHS graduates.

In terms of two-year secondary in-
stitutions, Union County College will
welcome 25 WHS graduates this fall.

A total of 99 percent of WHS stu-
dents received diplomas this year,
including seven students who attended
special education out-of-district
schools.

A complete list of colleges attended
will be available in September on the
Guidance Department Web site lo-
cated at westfieldnjk12.org/
westfieldhigh.

UCC Offers Program
To Become an EKG

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Division of Economic De-
velopment and Continuing Educa-
tion now offers a certificate program
for becoming a Certified Patient Care
Technician.

One of the required courses for the
certification program is Electrocar-
diogram (EKG), which is offered
beginning on August 14 at the UCC
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue.

In this course, students will learn
the anatomy and physiology of the
cardiovascular system, medical ter-
minology related to the EKG, the
phases of the cardiac cycle, basic
EKG interpretations and the differ-
ence between normal and abnormal
EKGs.

Students will also become familiar
with the different equipment used
and how to properly set it up for use.
The proper identification techniques
of the patient and their bill of rights,
cardiac disorders and emergencies
and the pharmacology of the drugs
used in the treatment of cardiac disor-
ders will also be taught.

Upon completion of the course,
students will be able to take the Na-
tional Certification Exam in EKG.

To register for this course, contact
the Division of Economic Develop-
ment and Continuing Education at
(908) 709-7600.

Betancourt Attends
Cornell Summer College

WESTFIELD — Andres
Betancourt, a student at Westfield
High School, is attending the Cornell
University Summer College program
this summer. He joins over 700 other
outstanding high school sophomores,
juniors and seniors who are spending
one, three, four or six weeks on the
Cornell campus.

Summer college students take uni-
versity courses, earn college credits
and explore majors and career op-
tions in seminars designed especially
for them. These academically moti-
vated students were admitted to sum-
mer college based on their high school
records, standardized test scores, ap-
plication essays and recommenda-
tions from teachers or guidance coun-
selors.

Students who attend summer col-
lege have a chance to experience col-
lege before they begin filling out col-
lege applications.

They have the opportunity to ex-
plore a variety of academic areas as
well as prepare for future college
success.

Osborn Graduates PSU,
Interns at Great Swamp

WESTFIELD – Adam Osborn re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree
in environmental resource manage-
ment during ceremonies at the Penn-
sylvania State University, University
Park campus in May.

Adam also completed the require-
ments for minors in environmental
soil science as well as watersheds
and water resources. A teaching as-
sistant in soils during the spring se-
mester, Adam was selected to partici-
pate in a three week goodwill trip to
Turkey and Jordan to study soil and
water resource management.

The group of students and profes-
sors met with agricultural leaders,
conducted soil tests, toured the an-
cient city of Petra in Jordan, rode
camels in the desert, swam in the
Dead Sea and visited other historic
and cultural areas.

Adam interned with the Environ-
mental Management Assistance Pro-
gram of the Penn State Business De-
velopment Center during the summer
of 2006, as well as during his senior
year.  He is currently an intern at the
Great Swamp National Wildlife Ref-
uge in Basking Ridge.

The son of Peter and Claudia
Osborn of Westfield, Adam is a 2003
Westfield High School graduate.

Franklin Names Alumnus
As Assistant Principal

WESTFIELD – Franklin School in
Westfield will welcome one of its
own graduates this fall as assistant
principal and ba-
sic skills teacher.

F o l l o w i n g
unanimous ap-
proval by the
Westfield Board of
Education on July
31, David Heller
will return to his
childhood school
and the district
from which he
graduated as an ad-
ministrator and
teacher.

“I was provided
with an amazing
education, which
helped shape me
into the man I am
today,” Mr. Heller
said, “and I hope I
can, in turn, help
out the next generation of Westfield
students.”

“I feel honored to join the dedi-
cated staff in Westfield,” he added.

Mr. Heller’s teaching career began
in 1998 as a fourth-grade teacher in
the Elizabeth Public Schools. Since

2001, he has taught fifth grade in the
Watchung school system, where he
was also the coordinator of the

school’s science
day program. This
year, he was hon-
ored as the
Watchung Rotary
Teacher of the
Year.

He earned a
Master’s degree in
Administration
and Supervision
from Kean Univer-
sity and a Bach-
elor of Science de-
gree in Education
f r o m
El izabe th town
College.

“Mr. Heller
brings solid class-
room teaching ex-
perience and
strong technology

skills to our new administrative team
at Franklin School,” said Eileen
Cambria, Franklin’s new principal.

“As a former Franklin School stu-
dent, Mr. Heller has a unique per-
spective and appreciation of the
Westfield community,” she added.

Mr. Heller will assume his new
position as assistant principal of
Franklin and Basic Skills teacher at
the start of the school year.

David Heller

SUMMIT, NEW PROVIDENCE
SCOTCH PLAINS, KENILWORTH

Our 31st Year of Service

Julian Applebaum Serves
As Landmark Volunteer

WESTFIELD – Sixteen-year-old
Julian Applebaum of Westfield spent
10 days last month as a Landmark
Volunteer, working with the Grand
Canyon Trust, a
nationally recog-
nized conservation
organization.

Between July
15 and July 25,
Julian was part of
a team that first
worked at the
Raymond Ranch
Wildlife Area near
Flagstaff, Ariz.
and later traveled
to the South Rim
of the Grand Can-
yon.

He and his fel-
low team members
removed invasive
plant species; cut
down juniper trees
to enable antelope
to better see preda-
tors and built
berms from pine
needles and boul-
ders to help direct
rainwater into the ground.

At the South Rim, they assisted
with a greenhouse and re-vegetation
program. Team members also visited
the Glen Canyon Dam on the Colo-
rado River, where they cleaned graf-
fiti off of sandstone formations.

Julian, the son of Jonathan and
Lynne Applebaum, will begin his jun-

ior year at Westfield High School this
fall. Besides being a member of the
school’s track and varsity cross-coun-
try teams, Julian plays bass in a south-

ern rock band and
shoots videos for
the family busi-
ness.

Now in its 16th
year, Landmark
Volunteers, based
in Sheffield,
Mass., is a non-
profit summer ser-
vice organization
that offers high
school students
the opportunity to
perform commu-
nity service at na-
tionally-recog-
nized historical,
cultural and envi-
ronmental or so-
cial service insti-
tutions through-
out the country.

The work of the
Grand Canyon
Trust is focused in
the greater Grand

Canyon region of northern Arizona
and in the red rock country of south-
ern Utah.

For more details about Landmark
Volunteers, please visit volunteers.com,
e-mail Landmark@volunteers.com,
call (413) 229-0255 or write to: Land-
mark Volunteers, P.O. Box 455,
Sheffield, Mass. 01257.

HIGH ADVENTURE…Julian
Applebaum of Westfield stands before
the Grand Canyon during his 10-day
experience last month as a Landmark
Volunteer. He and fellow team mem-
bers worked to preserve the area’s land-
scape, plants and wildlife.

MOVIN’ ON UP… Ethan B. of Scotch Plains sings a solo at The Children’s
Institute Moving Up Ceremony.

Courtesy of Ann Dassing
TIME TO MOVE UP… Joseph C. of Scotch Plains receives a Moving Up
certificate from pre-school teacher Angela D’Addario at The Children’s Institute.
Students who participated in the Moving Up ceremony are moving from pre-
school classes to kindergarten. The Children’s Institute is a school for children
with autism and emotional and learning disabilities. For more information,
contact Dr. Bruce Ettinger at (973) 509-3050.

Lemus Graduates
From Dartmouth

SCOTCH PLAINS – Monique
Lemus of Scotch Plains graduated
from Dartmouth College as a mem-
ber of the Class of 2007.

She was one of more than 1,000
students receiving Bachelor of Arts
degrees at the 2007 Commencement
exercises. She majored in psychol-
ogy and is the daughter of Edmundo
Lemus and Marta Lemus.

Local Students Achieve
Dean’s List at Rochester

WESTFIELD — Three Westfield
students have been named to the
dean’s list for academic achievement
in the College of Arts, Sciences, and
Engineering for the spring 2007 se-
mester:

Rebecca Virginia Fallon, a junior
majoring in brain and cognitive sci-
ences, is the daughter of Charles and
Elizabeth Fallon and a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Ryan Thomas Burslem, a junior
majoring in economics, is the son of
Donna Burslem and a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Evan Dodge Bilheimer, a sopho-
more majoring in applied mathemat-
ics, is the son of Dr. Susan Kaye and
a graduate of Westfield High School.

Fromtling Named
To Ithaca Dean’s List
WESTFIELD — Steven Fromtling,

son of  Westfield residents Robert
and Anne Fromtling, was named to
the dean’s list at Ithaca College’s
School of Humanities and Sciences
for the spring 2007 term.

To qualify for this academic honor,
students must attain a minimum grade
point average of 3.7 and complete a
minimum of 15 credit  hours, of which
at least 12 are graded.

Gerckens Participates
In Susquehanna Splash

WESTFIELD – Melissa Gerckens
of Westfield participated in SU Splash
(Susquehanna University Students
Promoting Leadership and Awareness
in Serving the Homeless) in
Selinsgrove, Pa. and Washington,
D.C. from July 29 to August 4.

In Selinsgrove, students partici-
pated in group work activities at Ha-
ven Ministries, a homeless shelter in
Sunbury, Pa.

In Washington, D.C., students vis-
ited local homeless shelters. They
also attended lectures, panels and
workshops.

Melissa will be a freshman at
Susquehanna, where she will study
business. She is a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daugh-
ter of Karl and Lynn Gerckens.

FW’s Bustos Receives
Natl. Language Award
FANWOOD — The United States

Achievement Academy (USAA) an-
nounced today that Terry Bustos of
Fanwood has been named a United
States National Award Winner in For-
eign Language.

The Academy recognizes fewer
than 10 percent of all American high
school students.

Terry, who attends the Union
County Magnet High School, was
nominated for the national award
by teacher Fabiola Mejia. Terry will
appear in the USAA’s Official Year-
book, which is published nation-
ally.

“Recognizing and supporting our
youth is more important that ever
before in America’s history. Certainly,
United States Achievement Academy
winners should be congratulated and
appreciated for their dedication to
excellence and achievement,” said
George Stevens, Founder of the
USAA.

The USAA selects winners on the
recommendations of teachers,
coaches, counselors and other quali-
fied sponsors and on the standards
of selection set forth by the acad-
emy.

The criteria for selection are a
student’s academic performance, in-
terest and aptitude, leadership quali-
ties, responsibility, enthusiasm, mo-
tivation to learn and improve, citizen-
ship, attitude and cooperative spirit,
dependability and recommendation
from a qualified sponsor.

SP Student Makes
SUNY Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua Kay, a
Scotch Plains resident, was recently
named to the SUNY Binghamton
dean’s list as part of the Watson School
of Engineering and Applied Science
for the spring 2007 semester.

Terry Bustos

Smith Participates
In Teacher Institute

WESTFIELD — Brooke Smith, a
teacher at the Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield, is working with
Prudence Bradley, a scientist at the
Schering-Plough Research Institute
(SPRI). 

Ms. Smith participated in the SPRI
Summer Institute for Teachers, a four-
week research program that intro-
duces middle school teachers to the
latest technologies in the field of phar-
maceutical science. 

By enabling teachers to function as
active members of a research team,
the SPRI Summer Institute seeks to
add to the enthusiasm of teaching
science while promoting an under-
standing of the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, career options and applied
science.

This is the 13th year that SPRI has
offered the Summer Institute to local
teachers.

Local Students Earn
Degrees at Rensselaer
FANWOOD – Fanwood resi-

dents  Er ic Prat t  and Angela
Stanford were among the nearly
1,500 students who were awarded
degrees at Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute’s 201st Commence-
ment on May 19.

Angela received her Bachelor of
Science degree in interdisciplinary
science. Eric, who graduated Cum
Laude, received his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in computer science.
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NJYT Performing Arts
Classes to Begin Sept. 18

DANCING THE HORNPIPE…Billy Bigelow (Alex Diaz) watches from the pier
as Jigger – Michael Campbell, second from right – leads the chorus dancing the
Hornpipe in this summer’s New Jersey Youth Theatre production of Carousel.
Dancers, from left to right, are Danielle Mondi, Jennifer Kujawski andStephen
Markowski of Westfield,  Peter Surace of Scotch Plains, Michael Campbell from
Cliffside Park and Desmond Thorne from Maplewood.

WESTFIIELD – Cynthia Meryl,
artistic director of the New Jersey
Youth Theatre (NJYT), announced
NJYT’s 16th season of professional
classes in the performing arts.

Providing training to the greater
New Jersey area, the NJYT, previ-
ously known as Westfield Young Art-
ists’ Cooperative Theatre (WYACT),
officially changed its name to reflect
its expanding population of talented
students and instructors from around
the state and beyond.

NJYT will host Open House ses-
sions at its new location at 172 W.
Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park
on Sundays, August 26 and Sep-
tember 2, from 1 to 4 p.m. and on
Thursday, August 30, from 6 to 9
p.m.

Registration for acting, musical
theatre and dance classes will take
place at NJYT’s Roselle Park stu-
dio on Monday and Tuesday, Sep-
tember 10 and 11, from 4 to 8 p.m.
Classes begin the week of Septem-
ber 18.

NJYT’s Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced Acting classes concentrate
on improvisation, character develop-
ment and scene study.

The program offers three levels of
musical theatre instruction focusing
on song selection and interpretation,
ensemble work, voice and musical
theatre movement. Ms. Meryl, a pro-
fessional actress in the New York and
national theatre arena for 35 years,
oversees all classes and teaches Ad-
vanced Acting, all Musical Theatre
classes and private voice lessons.

NJYT welcomes James
Campodonico as musical director and
piano accompanist. Mr. Campodonico
taught vocal music for 33 years in the
New Jersey public school system and
acted as musical director to more
than 100 musical productions. An
accomplished composer, his musical
Between The Lines premiered at Luna
Stage in Montclair and received the
New Jersey “Tony” Award for “Best
Musical Score” of the year from drama
critic Peter Filichia of the Star-Led-
ger. His musical Murder On Broad-
way also had a successful presenta-
tion at the York Theater in New York
City last year.

Mr. Campodonico’s notable en-
gagements include collaborations
with the Paper Mill Playhouse,
North Shore Music Theater, Luna
Stage, Westbury Music Fair, Two
River Theater in Red Bank and the
Gateway Playhouse, as well as
teaching musical theater classes at
the Whole Theater in Montclair
under the artistic direction of Olym-
pia Dukakis.

New Jersey Youth Theatre also
welcomes Corinne Mucha, ballet and
jazz instructor, to its teaching staff.
Trained in ballet at The Princeton
School of Ballet & American Reper-
tory Ballet, Ms. Mucha debuted in
Children of the Drum by Elaine Kudo.

ARB credits include Silkscreens
by Graham Lustig, Nightingale in
the Nutcracker, Concerto Borocco
by George Balanchine, A

Midsummer’s Nights Dream and
Romeo and Juliet, choreographed
by Septime Weber.

Ms. Mucha’s guest artist credits
include Snow White, Cinderella, Au-
rora in Sleeping Beauty, Mina in
Dracula and Pas de Trios and Little
Swans in Swan Lake. She has worked
with choreographers such as Septime
Weber, Alan Hineline, Adam Miller,
Kate Thomas, Graham Lustig and
Stuart Loungeway.

Michael Raine’s tap classes have
become so popular that NJYT will
now offer Tap I, II, III and IV. Mr.
Raine has been teaching at New York
University’s School of the Arts in the
CAP program since 2001 and is a
1996 graduate of the program.

As a performer, Mr. Raine toured
the United States and Europe in
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (Lefou)
and West Side Story (Baby John). His
choreographic credits include You’re
A Good Man, Charlie Brown and The
Prince of Grand Street in New York
City, Pajama Game, On the Town and
Gypsy.

Kathryn Cuca returns to NJYT for
her fourth year as an acting instruc-
tor. A graduate of Boston University,
she currently teaches theatre work-
shops for children, young adults, and
adults and participates in indepen-
dent theatre projects and films. Ms.
Cuca presided over Boston-based the-
atre group Athena’s Players from
2000-2003 and led the company to a
number of awards and recognitions.
Directing credits include The Most
Massive Woman Wins and Dearly
Departed, and she was an associate
director for Ms. Meryl’s original piece
Midnight Madness.

Along with NJYT Executive Di-
rector and Broadway veteran Ted
Agress, Ms. Meryl has stage-directed
and produced all 31 of NJYT’s past
productions. Drama critic Peter
Filichia of the Star Ledger awarded
NJYT’s 2006 production of Ragtime,
the Musical the New Jersey “Tony”
for “Best Musical Revival” in 2006.
Mr. Filichia named Ms. Meryl as
“Best Stage Director of a Musical” of
2006 for that same production.
NJYT’s 2003 production of West Side
Story won Music Theatre Interna-
tional Award of Excellence.

In addition, NJYT was one of only
a few performing arts companies na-
tionwide to receive a $35,000 “Sum-
mer Schools in the Arts” grant from
the National Endowment for the Arts.
NJYT also received $30,000 from the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and
$49,500 from the NJ State Council on
the Arts.

NJYT classes are designed to pre-
pare young performers for auditions
and the professional stage.

Ms. Meryl and NJYT’s professional
staff instill in young artists the impor-
tance of commitment and discipline
to excel in all areas of the performing
arts, whether voice, dance or drama.
For information on NJYT, visit
njyouththeatre.org, call (908) 233-
3200 or e-mail
info@njyouththeatre.org.

Artists’ Imaginations Run
Wild in ‘Chairs’ Exhibit
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – What happens when
you ask 25 New Jersey artists to cre-
ate artwork around a focused theme?

If the theme is “Chairs,” you get an
exhibit worth standing up for.

Highchairs, rocking chairs, reclin-
ers, chaise lounges and other types of
seating are all represented in
“CHAIRS: Form Follows Vision,” an
eclectic exhibit currently at the Vi-
sual Art Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ) in Summit.

Lois Shapiro of Watchung and Fran
Willner of Maplewood, two VACNJ
faculty members, conceived the idea
of an exhibit in which artists could
take an everyday object and recreate it
according to an individualized vision.

This is not the first collaboration
for the artist-instructors, who, in 1996,
organized and curated “The Glove
Project,” a VACNJ exhibit in which
70 artists created a piece of art from a
single glove.

When their “CHAIR” proposal was
accepted by VACNJ more than a year
ago, Ms. Shapiro and Ms. Willner in-
vited 25 New Jersey artists, many of
whom had also been part of “The Glove
Project.” According to Ms. Shapiro, the
artists “let their imagination go crazy.”

“We were very surprised at the
caliber and inventiveness of the work,”
she said.

“…[E]ach piece of art [is] out-
standing,” she said.

The curators were limited to a dis-
play of 25 pieces of art in order to
maximize their presentation.

Each chair represented in the ex-
hibit tells a story. Some, like Westfield
artist, Mary Olive Stone’s “Daddy’s
Chair,” and Watchung artist, Becky
Santoro’s “Baby’s Breath” tell a story
that took place long ago.

Also telling a story of the past is
Westfield artist Terry Willner-
Tainow’s “Summer of Love, Rock –
ing Chair,” a decoupage of rock, pa-
per and scissors.

“In this chair, I am attempting the
recreation of the psychedelic inten-
sity of this period as well as showing
if you care enough to do the right
thing, you can change history/
herstory,” said Ms. Willner-Tainow.

Ms. Willner’s “Seat of My Pants”
is a playful take on the familiar pun,
while Ms. Shapiro’s mobile
“Chairdelier,” constructed of metal
clothespins and coffee filters, shows
that chairs orient one not only from
beneath but from above as well.

Other area artists who are among
the 25 contributors to “CHAIRS” in-
clude Clara Manheim from Scotch
Plains and Cynthia Smith Weiss from
Mountainside.

“CHAIRS: Form Follows Vision”
will be displayed at VACNJ until Au-
gust 31.

For more information, please call
(908) 273-9121.

NJWA Music Studio Begins
Fall Semester Registration

WESTFIELD – The Music Studio,
a division of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts, has begun registra-
tion for the 2007-2008 season.

A staff of more than 35 music edu-
cators and professional artists will
help students develop the skills nec-
essary for successful auditions, com-
petitions and performances, as well
as for personal enjoyment.

Instruction is given on strings, guitar,
woodwinds, brass, percussion and pi-
ano. At the Music Studio, students learn
to read music, study scales, understand
rhythm, interpret repertoire and develop
range, tone and technique in solo and
ensemble playing, using a wide variety
of music including classical, contem-
porary and jazz. Vocal students are
taught proper breathing techniques, tone
production, languages, diction, projec-
tion and interpretation.

The Music Studio also helps to pre-
pare students for participation in the
elementary, intermediate and high

school bands, orchestras and choruses.
Vocal and instrumental lessons for

both children and adults are offered in
a 30-, 45- or 60-minute format, Mon-
day through Saturday. The 14-session
fall semester begins on Monday, Sep-
tember 9. There are also separate win-
ter, spring and summer sessions sched-
uled. Students may register for lessons
at any time during the session, and
tuition will be pro-rated accordingly.

In addition to music lessons, the
Music Studio also offers opportuni-
ties for area musicians to play in its
many bands and orchestras. Among
them are the NJWA Concert Band,
the Full Count Big Band, Simply
Strings, Summer Symphony and
Summer Strings, Rockin’ Jazz En-
semble, Alphorn Ensemble and the
Chamber Orchestra.

For more information and to regis-
ter for lessons, call (908) 789-9696 or
visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The Nerds Play Free Concert
In Echo Lake Park, Aug. 29
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Summer Arts Festival concert series
concludes on Wednesday, August 29,
with The Nerds on stage at Echo Lake
Park. The free concert begins at 7:30
p.m.

The Nerds have played together
since 1985, with their renditions of
hit tunes that span generations. The
Nerds are regulars at many Jersey
Shore watering holes; their musical
talents also have taken them to the
stage at Carnegie Hall, the PNC Bank
Arts Center, Madison Square Garden
and the White House.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union
County Division of Police, the Divi-
sion of Emergency Management and
the Division of Health, to answer
questions and offer information about
important services available to Union
County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held at the Springfield Avenue end
of Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic bas-
kets are encouraged. Famous Dave’s
Bar-B-Que will have a food conces-
sion, along with an ice cream and
snack vendor, which will be available
at approximately 6:30 p.m.

In case of rain, the concert will be
held at the auditorium at Cranford

High School, on West End Place off
Springfield Avenue in Cranford at
7:30 p.m. For up-to-date concert in-
formation call the Parks and Recre-
ation hot line at (908) 352-8410 after
3 p.m. on the day of the concert or
check the Union County website at
ucnj.org after 3 p.m.

BY MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

The one-size-fits-all, reversible
jacket of fairytale films, director Mat-
thew Vaughn’s Stardust leaves no fan-
tasy unturned, no parable undisturbed.
Leather bound and gold appliqué, it’s
all fable, all the time. And, like most
artistic attempts to wield so broad a
brush, it is unremittingly mediocre.

An amalgam of storybook notions
pieced together with hardly any sem-
blance of order, Stardust is to bona
fide chimera what the Monkees were
to the Beatles: a pretender to the
throne. Which, incidentally, is what
one of its numerous, unnecessarily
complicated plots is about. Contended
thrones, that is…not the Monkees.

But if the film about a young man’s
quest to win his heart’s desire proves
anything, it’s that modern makeup
folk can make even Michelle Pfeiffer
look ugly. Her Lamia the witch is one
bad looking gal. Choosing the role
took chutzpah.

Pity it wasn’t for a better cause.
Based on Neil Gaiman’s graphic novel
and adapted for the screen by Jane
Goldman, Stardust rarely ventures an
original thought. Unlike its usual as-
sortment of passionately striving char-
acters, it doesn’t dare to be great.

Charlie Cox as Tristan, the love-
struck protagonist of the tale, might as
well be called folkloric hero number
477. The wide-eyed lad, out to demon-
strate his devotion to Sienna Miller’s
Victoria, exhibits three expressions:
epiphany and resultant love 1; epiphany
and resultant love 2, and epiphany and
resultant love 3. Three is his best.

A comparable range of emotion
can be attributed to Miss Miller’s
unattainable beauty number 756. The
portrayal may give Johnny the ado-
lescent viewer some commiserative
comfort, as in, “Gosh, she’s just as
snobby as Blossom Schnitzer in alge-
bra.” Of course, we who have known
a few Victorias, or Blossoms for that
matter, know the score.

But young men must learn this pain-
ful lesson themselves. Thus, Tristan
makes a vow. He will journey from the
village of Wall in search of a falling star
and bring it back as proof of his love.

This may be more difficult than
feats facilitating the mating process
in real life, but then our fictional
romantic probably never heard of a
hedge fund, let alone a Ferrari
Testarossa. So he does what he knows
and sets out for Stronghold, the ver-
boten kingdom beyond Wall’s wall.

Good thing he has no money or
assets. He is suit-proof. Otherwise,
his attorneys might have to deal with
Odysseus’s legal beagles.

I.e.: “Isn’t it true, Tristan, that you

are essentially paraphrasing the
mythical journey Homer outlined for
Mr. Odysseus, albeit a dumbed down,
pabulum-like permutation with barely
an understanding of the social, politi-
cal and moral implications of such
fanciful voyages?”

Guilty as charged.
All the same, for reasons hopefully

more compelling than the need to
escape no matter how trite the venue,
there’s apparently a bull market for
generic fairy tales. Some filmgoers
truly delight in cataloging the minu-
tiae that attends their fake worlds.

However, if you’re not attuned to
the cast of usual suspects who popu-
late these fanciful giambottes, you’ll
need a scorecard. Can’t tell who’s
who without a scorecard. A libretto
and a synopsis wouldn’t hurt, either.

A basic survival guide to the plot
would inform that there is precedent
for our boy’s adventure. Furthermore,
after providing insight into Tristan’s
intriguing lineage, it would then ex-
plain the two competing factions that
might deter his mission.

First, there is the matter of succes-
sion to the throne of Stronghold, mis-
chievously made a puzzle by the tyran-
nical King (Peter O’Toole). This con-
cerns seven sons, some dead, some
alive (don’t ask), but all chips off the old
deceitful block, nonetheless. Bad luck,
it just so happens they want what Tristan
wants, and aren’t about to play fair.

As if this weren’t enough, the afore-
mentioned Lamia seeks the same,
wish-granting star. For her, it’s to
regain and assure immortal beauty.
Hmm…vanity. This could be tough.

Figuring prominently in all of this
as she joins Tristan on his journey is
Claire Danes’s Yvaine. Without giv-
ing away too much, suffice it to note
we find the mystical lass much nicer
than Miss Miller’s stuck-up heartthrob.

What then ensues is a poor man’s
version of the road trip bickering popu-
larized by It Happened One Night
(1934), tossed in with some random
derring-do. This offers the viewer an
opportunity to embrace yet a dozen or
so more characters, some vital to what
is ostensibly Tristan’s coming of age
and (trumpet roll here) surprise destiny.

It’s a bit much. Too bad director
Vaughn doesn’t provide some delin-
eating punctuation to separate the en-
tangled aspects of this rambling over-
kill. As it stands, his movie is more like
a smothering sandstorm of tedium than
an enchanted sprinkling of Stardust.

* * * *
Stardust, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Matthew Vaughn and stars Charlie
Cox, Claire Danes and Michelle
Pfeiffer. Running time: 128 minutes

DWC-Sponsored Potter
Winners Catch the Magic

WESTFIELD – The 29 winners of
the Harry Potter Scavenger Hunt con-
test were announced on July 30.

The Scavenger Hunt took place
July 1 to 21 and was sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield
Corporation and the
Town Book Store in
anticipation of the
seventh and final
Harry Potter book,
“Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows.”

According to Laura
Pietruszki, DWC In-
tern, “This was a true
community event as
many businesses gen-
erously donated prizes
for our contest win-
ners. The businesses
were happy to have the
participants visiting
their stores in search
of their next answer
and appreciated the ex-
citement that they brought to the event.”

Ms. Pietruszki created the questions
and answers pulling from the entire
series of Harry Potter books and also
handmade each imaginative poster to
hang in participating businesses.

Participating businesses included the
Town Book Store, Gap Kids, Gap, The
Paw House of Westfield, Lord and
Taylor, Score, Town Embroidery,
Westfield Hair Company, Xocolatz,

Castle Bootery, Knit-
A-Bit, Thinka Dinka,
New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts,
Trader Joe’s, Brunner
Opticians, The
Leader Store, I Can’t
Believe It’s Yogurt,
Hi-5 Candy and Ice
Cream Café, Manhat-
tan Bagel, Rockn’ Joe
Coffeehouse and Bis-
tro, Rita’s of
Westfield, Adler’s
Jewelers, Michael
Kohn, Inc., Fast
Frame, J. Winthrop
and Company, Jay’s
Cycle Shop, Just
Bead Yourself, Dou-
glas Cosmetics,

Tinga and Windmill.
The winners of the contest were

Heather O’Hern, Hailey Dobosiewill,
Alexander Politano, Shannon Burns,
Jacob Saxon, Antonio Peer, Eliza-
beth Cotter, Ben Salerno, Kate
Gonzalez, Emma Ohlig, Caroline
Nielsen, Sean Puzzo, Brian Burns,
Tess Brown, Sam Brown, Jack
Degnan, Courtney Han, Kathleen
McCutcheon, David Parker (all of
Westfield), Dillon Noone, Shannon
Lenahan, Kyle McTamaney, Emily
Miller, Connor Smith, Jacqueline
Fabricatore, Holly Smith (all of
Scotch Plains), Michael White,
Michael Hensley (both of Fanwood)
and Laura Brink (of Cranford).

Cara Costa Receives
Marc Hardy Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Cranford resident
Cara Costa, an eighth grader at the
Hillside Avenue School in Cranford,
received the Marc Hardy Scholarship
given by the Westfield Summer Work-
shop (WSW).

The presentation was made after
the WSW’s final performance this
July of Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pi-
rates of Penzance, in which Kara
played the character Mabel.

Cara has been a member of The Little
Opera Company for several years and
recently played the Dew Fairy in Hansel
and Gretel. In the Hillside Avenue
School, she played Adelaide in Guys
and Dolls and Ti Moune in Once on this
Island. Cara studies vocal music at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) with Valerie Pineda.

The Marc Hardy Scholarship was
named for Marc Hardy, a Westfield

resident who had appeared in “The
Cosby Show,” television commercials
and was a member of the Screen
Actor’s Guild.

As a young man, he attended the
WSW and this scholarship is named
in his honor. Recipients of this schol-
arship are selected on the basis of
talent, attitude and hard work.

They are also evaluated on their
ability to work well within a cast.
These qualities were those that Mr.
Hardy possessed himself, and dis-
played throughout his career.

This is a monetary award for stu-
dents to use to further their arts edu-
cation. The WSW is a division of the
non-profit NJWA, a premier center
for the fine and performing arts.

For more information on the work-
shop, call (908) 789-9696 or log onto
njworkshopforthearts.com.

DO THE DEW (FAIRY)…Cranford
resident Cara Costa, who played the
Dew Fairy in Hansel and Gretel, re-
ceived the Marc Hardy Scholarship
given by the 2007 Westfield Summer
Workshop.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sigur Rós is not your average rock
band.

First of all, the ambient soundscapes
the Icelandic band creates are more
likely to induce a desire to chill than
to fist pump.

Second, frontman Jónsi’s falsetto –
think a more languid Thom Yorke –
makes his meandering lyrics at times
difficult to discern, but even hearing
them clearly wouldn’t be too enlight-
ening. Most of the lyrics are in the
Icelandic language, and the others
are in Hopelandic – an invented “lan-
guage” that began as nonsense syl-
lables acting as placeholders for yet-
unwritten lyrics in vocal melodies
but sometimes were never replaced
with real words.

But before the lack of real rock-
along melodies or singable choruses
or eight-minute songs or the fact that
Jónsi usually plays his guitar with a
cello bow turns you off, consider what
Sigur Rós offer. Their music builds
slowly, each piece a journey that takes
its time exploring before it finds a
destination, a moment of clarity. Sur-
prises appear suddenly, and the road
to get there is usually sublime.

It’s a kind of serenity one doesn’t
find in rock outfits. Melancholy or
majestic or both, there is a unique
comfort wrapped around each musi-
cal phrase. Sigur Rós’s music is lush,
ambitious and completely unlike any-
thing else in the popular music realm.

“Ágætis Byrjun” (“An Alright
Start”) is, pardon the pun, a great
place to start. On their breakthrough
album, Sigur Rós serve a set of inter-
esting, poignant pieces.

The best songs are “Viðrar vel til

loftárása” and “Olsen Olsen.” The
former is an epitome of what the band
can do with tiny melodies, fleshed
out instrumentation and an expansive
approach. The latter, in Hopelandic,
ends its journey with an outro that
casually mixes independent wind and
vocal sing-along melodies. For some
odd reason, it channels the spirit of
“Eleanor Rigby,” even though it
doesn’t touch the Beatles song.

The serene opening hum of “Svefn-
g-englar” gradually lets in soft per-
cussion brushes and guitar bowing,
paving the way for a dreamy vocal
melody; “Starálfur” lets a rich string
contribution augment its more bub-
bly texture.

Some classical music contemporar-
ies in the 19th century asserted that
absolute music – that is, music with-
out text or a program to ground the
music in any story or context – was the
medium’s only true form. To associate
a piece with a specific subject or lyr-
ics, they thought, detracted from its
timelessness and, therefore, its power.

Such snobbery doesn’t sit well with
this music critic, but the idea of music
divorced from any set intention or
meaning is an exciting one – that the
listener can read into a piece his own
meaning or story is one of music’s
most special qualities.

The Sigur Rós experience is like
absolute music, at least for those of us
not fluent in Icelandic. Without lyri-
cal context clues, their music can
mean anything, and their songs are so
evocative that it’s impossible to hear
them without getting lost in them.

For anyone, it’s great background
music or music to work to; for those
who like their music smart and uncon-
ventional, it’s a more-than-alright gift.

Rahway Demo Features
Cranford Artist Casale

CRANFORD – A free outdoor
landscape painting demonstration will
be held on Saturday, September 29,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Cranford artist Paul Casale will pro-
vide a demonstration of landscape
painting outdoors (en-plein air), which
will show viewers several methods for
beginning and developing a landscape
painting at an outdoor location.

This demo will include techniques
for choosing a location, ‘roughing in’
the composition on canvas or panel
and choosing details to be included in
the creation of a realistic landscape
painting in oils.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is a non-
profit center for the Arts located at
1670 Irving Street in the downtown
Arts District of the City of Rahway.

Those interested need to make a res-
ervation. To do so, call (732) 381-7511
or e-mail artsguild1670@verizon.net.

SP Summer Concert
Series Presents Ragdoll

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Cultural Arts Committee will
present Ragdoll tonight, Thursday,
August 23, at 8 p.m on the Alan
Augustine Village Green.

Considered one of the best Frankie
Valli and The Four Seasons tribute
bands around, Ragdoll brings its har-
mony to Scotch Plains for this free
performance.

Prior to the concert, the night will
feature children’s act Ben Lipman.
The act, which begins at 7p.m., fea-
tures juggling, magic and comedy.

For more information, please call
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment at (908) 322-6700 x1221

Erratum
In last week’s arts and entertain-

ment section, an article appeared
focusing on the local talent at the
Paper Mill Conservatory.

One Westfield resident, Allison
Hecht, a part of the Junior Division,
was omitted.

Also, Emily Sheppard resides in
Warren, not Scotch Plains.

We regret the oversights.

CONTEST WINNER…Alexander
Politano, center, poses with his fam-
ily members after winning a framed
Harry Potter poster compliments
of Fast Frame from the recent Harry
Potter Scavenger Hunt.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Ágætis Byrjun:

More than Alright

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Stardust: Fairytale
By the Numbers
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the farmhouse store

like no other store in Westfield

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

THE CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 ST. MARKS AVE., WESTFIELD

“Drop-in” Music classes
from infants to 3 yr.
olds.

Piano preparatory &
general music classes
for 4-6 yr. olds

Piano lessons for 5 ½
yr. olds & up

Adult piano lessons

Tel: 908-233-9094  Fax: 908-317-0588
E-mail: carolyn@carolynmusic.com
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Program Offers Opportunity
To Read, Discuss Literature
SUMMIT — Atlantic Health’s

Overlook Hospital Palliative Care
Program announced that it has re-
ceived a grant from the Blanche and
Irving Laurie Foundation of Roseland
for its new community program, Lit-
erature and Medicine: A Community
Dialogue.  A fundamental goal of the
program is to create a community of
readers and thinkers who will ponder
stories that illuminate the challenges
people face when illness enters their
lives.

Literature and Medicine: A Com-
munity Dialogue will offer the op-
portunity to read and discuss classic
and contemporary literature, film and
drama that will enhance insight into
the human condition: what consti-
tutes a good living, and a good dying.
The small seminar setting will be
facilitated by university professors
and professionals in fields of health
and literature.

“Overlook Hospital is thrilled the
Laurie Foundation has recognized the
merit of the Palliative Care Program’s
newest initiative of community out-
reach,” said John Gregory, Sr., MD.,
medical director, Bioethics and Pal-
liative Care, Overlook Hospital. “Lit-
erature and Medicine: A Community
Dialogue hopes to engage our neigh-
bors in deep reading and discussion
of literary works that will enhance

understanding of the human condi-
tion.”

Community members will be in-
vited to participate in a six- session
seminar series. The first “book club”
will be held at Overlook Hospital’s
newly renovated Robert H.
Mulreany Health Sciences Library,
followed by other Overlook-spon-
sored book clubs at community li-
braries.  Both day and evening semi-
nars will be offered. A nominal fee
for participation will be charged to
defray the cost of refreshments and
books.

The environment will be both en-
gaging and educative.  It will also
be the nexus for community mem-
bers to have early access to perti-
nent information about health and
wellness, medical care, medical de-
cision- making and choices con-
cerning healthy living, illness and
end-of-life issues.

Choosing from a large body of lit-
erature, the types of books to be read
will be varied. Selections will be made
from contemporary best sellers like
Joan Didion’s “Year of Magical
Thinking,” Art Buchwald’s “Too Soon
to Say Goodbye,” Jodi Piccoult’s “My
Sister’s Keeper” and Atule Gawande’s
“Complications.”  Classics will also
be included, such as Leo Tolstoy’s
“The Death of Ivan Illyich,” Camus’
“The Plague” and Shakespeare’s
“Hamlet.”  Fiction, memoir, short
story poetry, essay, plays and film
will be among the genres selected.

Literature and Medicine: A Com-
munity Dialogue will also sponsor
two community events open to the
public, where noted authors will read
from their work and engage the audi-
ence in open dialogue about the medi-
cal topics evoked through their liter-
ary works.

Courses, seminars, journals and
conferences in literature and medi-
cine are a growing national trend.
Physicians and patients alike are writ-
ing, and health care professionals and
community members are contemplat-
ing and discussing literature that helps
to make sense of the patient experi-
ence in the contemporary medical
environment.

Sessions will be held the third
Thursday each month from 1 to 3
p.m. in the Overlook Hospital Health
Sciences Library, starting with a light
lunch and book discussion beginning
no later than 1:30 p.m.  Dates are
October 18, November 15, Decem-
ber 13 [second Thursday of month],
January 17, February 21, March 20
and April 17.

For more information about Litera-
ture and Medicine: A Community Dia-
logue, call (908) 522-2894.  To regis-
ter for the program, call (800) 247-
9580.

SP Resident Waldman Makes
Habit(at) of ‘Working Vacation’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The “How I
Spent My Summer Vacation” essay is
a staple for veteran teachers of En-
glish. Scotch Plains resident Sharon
Waldman, a teacher of English as a
Second Language and Basic Skills,
could write a fascinating essay her-
self.

For her two-week summer vaca-
tion, sandwiched in between a full-
time teaching job during the school
year and a job as a summer camp
counselor, Ms. Waldman will partici-
pate in a “working vacation” under
Habitat for Humanity’s Global Vil-
lage program. This will be her third

such adventure.
Near the end of August, she will fly

to Anchorage, Alaska for what is billed
as a working/hiking trip that will have
her building affordable housing for
deserving people in need.

Her association with the local
Plainfield Habitat affiliate started five
years ago, when she began volunteer-
ing religiously each Saturday at
Greater Plainfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GPHFH). “I learned how to
paint, landscape, drywall — you name
it, and I learned it along the way at the
Saturday workdays in Plainfield,” she
explained.

But that was just the first step. Ms.
Waldman wanted to learn more about

the workings of the local program
and joined the GPHFH Board, cur-
rently serving as its recording secre-
tary. “I had come to a point in my life
when I wanted to volunteer on a larger
scale.”

And she didn’t want to merely write
a check for charity. “I didn’t want to
stuff envelopes or raise money; I
wanted to see the results of my ef-
forts. You know, like my contribution
was concrete.”

She laughed and said, “No pun
intended about the ‘concrete.’”

After feeling the joy of her first
home ownership, Ms. Waldman
wanted to pass it on. “That feeling of
pride, a sense of ownership, a place to
call your own; I knew that it was
important to me and could imagine
what it would be to a person who was
married and had children,” she said.

In 2005 she searched the Internet
for a Habitat work session that could
combine her sense of adventure and
her desire to build houses. Ms.
Waldman found a trip to Ireland that
fit into her two-week window of
downtime between jobs and off she
went to Dublin, Ireland for her first
Global Village experience.

Last year she went to
Allambaraikuppan, India for two
weeks. “I always wanted to go to India
but never thought it would be a dream
realized,” she said. As part of the tsu-
nami-relief effort, she helped rebuild
the village. “It was days of oppressive,
relentless heat,” she said, “but it was a
life-changing experience.”

The workers built simple, one-story
brick structures of 316 square feet,
which eventually housed families of
six to eight people. “We mixed mor-
tar, learned how to lay the bricks
correctly and worked alongside the
people who would own the houses,”
she said.

She reminisced about the experi-
ence. “They don’t have electricity
and have a squat toilet outside, but
this was a big step up by tenfold to
what they had lost in the tsunami.”

The trip to the devastated area was
eye opening. “The day I stood on the
beach that was the site of many news-
casts, I told myself, ‘This isn’t CNN;
this is the real thing where it (the
tsunami) happened.’”

The Habitat for Humanity Global
Village working vacation she’s sched-
uled to take to Alaska will be a differ-
ent experience altogether. “The sun
goes down at midnight there,” she
said, “and we are scheduled to have a
‘night build’ that will have us working
until the sun sets. It ought to be unique.”

What keeps Sharon Waldman go-
ing back for this volunteer working
vacation – for which she pays her
own way – is the satisfaction of help-
ing others in various parts of the world.

“I get to see different parts of the
world through the eyes of the locals.
It’s ideal living with the people, eat-
ing their food, and meeting the host
family. It’s the most ideal vacation.”

LENDING A HAND...Last year, Scotch Plains resident and teacher Sharon
Waldman, right, went to India to help in the tsunami-relief effort. Above, she
appears with a  local villager from Allambaraikuppan – the town where she worked.

When Spirits Act Up in Playhouse,
‘Who Ya Gonna Call?’

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PISCATAWAY — A team of local
“ghost hunters” from the New Jersey
Ghost Organization (NJGO) paid a
visit to a near-century-old former
grange hall in Piscataway on the dark
and stormy afternoon of July 29 to
investigate reports of suspected para-
normal activity.

Over the years, the dwelling has
had a multitude of uses. Since 1971,
it has been known as “The Theatre in
the Round” and home to the Circle
Players, a community-based acting
troupe originally founded by employ-
ees of Merck & Company in the 1950s.

In the decades since the Circle Play-
ers took over the quarters on Victoria
Avenue, visitors and actors alike have
reported muffled voices, unexplained
drops in temperature and visions of
people in old-fashioned clothing.

Circle Player Patrick Carpenter told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that shortly
after he and other members of the
troupe attended a lecture on super-
natural phenomena at the Middlesex
Library, NJGO’s brochure appeared
in their mailbox.

The long-rumored reports of unex-
plained occurrences prompted
NGJO’s founder Karen Timper to
contact the theatre with an offer to
conduct a formal investigation.

An e-mail asking for reports of any
unusual experiences to Circle Play-
ers soon followed. Mr. Carpenter said,
“I probably had about eight or 10
people respond with some pretty
strange stories.”

According to literature from the not-
for-profit East Brunswick-based group,
NJGO uses scientific methods and
equipment to make accurate calcula-
tions and observations through the use
of photography, audio and video equip-
ment as well as spiritual expertise.

Resident psychic Lisa Palandrano
is part of Mrs. Timper’s ghost-hunt-
ing team. Mrs. Timper told the news-
paper, “We have the psychic ‘go in
cold’ before the rest of the team sets
up their equipment.”

Mrs. Timper also reported that re-
nowned psychic Jane Doherty would
join NJGO at a later date to conduct a
post walk-through of the theatre. Ms.
Doherty is the author of “Awakening
the Mystic Gift” and instrumental team
member of TLC’s “Dead Tenants show.”

Lingering thunderstorms through-
out the day set the stage for the visit to
the curious residence. The entrance is
through a side door where a small set
of stairs (think down the rabbit hole in
“Alice in Wonderland”) lead into a
lobby filled with quirky furniture and
mirrors, which distort the space.

The Leader/Times encountered Ms.
Palandrano on the property, where
she was “getting a feel for what was
going on outside.”

Ms. Palandrano reported that she
had communicated with a spirit she
believed was a woman who had long,
white, flowing hair and was wearing

a gown, as well as two male spirits.
The psychic reported that they were

indeed “friendly” and “enjoyed
spending time at the theatre.” She
also noted the spirits were prone to
playing tricks on the actors and pa-
trons, such as tugging on their hair.

Inside, the newspaper met Mrs.
Timper’s father, Richard Kimmel. The
former Army combat photographer is
also NJGO’s co-founder and a col-
lector of military artifacts.

Mr. Kimmel believes that latent en-
ergy may be connected to objects, espe-
cially those excavated from wartime
sites or battlefields. He is currently
authoring a book on paranormal arche-
ology entitled “Artifacts Can Talk.”

Mr. Kimmel was in the theatre’s
lobby (which resembles more of a
funhouse than a playhouse), chang-
ing batteries in his camera.

Mr. Kimmel remarked that his bat-
teries were fully charged before ar-
riving but had been zapped after a
short walk around the premises.

Not an unusual occurrence, accord-
ing to fellow veteran and NJGO mem-
ber Richard Wisenfelder, who told the
newspaper, “Sometimes during inves-
tigations, camera batteries, camcorder
and cell-phone batteries will lose power
or become completely drained. This is
because when paranormal activity or
ghosts become curious, their energy
will pull our energy from whatever
source they can get it from.”

Upstairs in the theatre and dressing
area, the team set up cameras with
infrared capability, microphones and
audio/video equipment to capture
balls of light, or “orbs,” shooting
across the room. Orbs are believed by
many to be the human soul or life
force of those who once inhabited the
earth and are frequently encountered
by ghost hunters, according to Mrs.
Timper.

After joining hands in a brief prayer
for protection, the team sat patiently
in the theatre and quietly discussed
the general feelings of the group.

In a post-ghost-hunt interview, Mrs.
Timper told the newspaper, “There is
latent energy in the theatre level of
the building, in the entrance foyer
and in the dressing room areas. We
did get three orbs traveling together
and photographed together on both
sides of the theatre in the seating area.
The general consensus is there are
three spirits – one woman and two
men – confirming the findings of our
psychic.”

The Theatre in the Round’s next
production is Martin McDonagh’s
spellbinding dark comedy The
Pillowman, directed by Mary Lynn
Dobson. For tickets and information
(don’t be frightened), log onto
circleplayers.com.

Got ghosts? Call the NJGO on (732)
238-4928 or visit them online at
NJGhostOrg.com.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader And The Times
GOT ORBS…? Rich Wisenfelder and Karen Timper from the New Jersey Ghost Organization use a monitor to observe and
record paranormal activity at a recent investigation at the Circle Players Playhouse in Piscataway.
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