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Follow SP Planning Bd.
Cell Tower Review

Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents,
please take the time to find out about the
120 ft. monopole cell phone tower, pro-
posed to the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
by Omnipoint Communications, Inc. The
tower proposed is to be placed on a pri-
vate property between McGinn Elemen-
tary School, Kramer Park, a designated
wetlands area and residential homes.

Please consider what this will mean to
the area and if the sacrifices are worth the
gain. The Scotch Plains Zoning Board
will be meeting on this issue on Septem-
ber 6, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Town Hall.

Troy Postlewait
Scotch Plains

Personal Data only for Profit:
Should You be Concerned?

Certain things should make one nervous about his or
her privacy, or at least give one cause to ponder.

Personal data, even that which is part of the public
record, the intent of its use by marketers (or worse), the
security of such data and the potential harm or nuisance
of its release are just some examples of such concerns.

One’s social security number, color of eyes and hair,
height, weight, credit cards, phone numbers, address,
purchases, deeds, itineraries, voting habits and many
other things are in government computers. Soon, if not
already, one’s health records will be in the computers
and marketed.

Apparently a person’s information with EZ Pass is a
public record and is available upon request by a third
party – including where and when the device was used.
We understand from a recent Associated Press article
that lawyers are using EZ Pass information in divorce
cases, trying to prove infidelity.

We also understand that one’s social security number
is not to be used for identification – and that it is against
the law to demand it. However, try to obtain a driver’s
license, mortgage or health insurance without provid-
ing it.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi recently raised
another example of concern. At the last freeholder
meeting, Data Track, a private company in California
and a subsidiary of American Title Insurance Co., has
requested a copy of the county’s database for deeds and
mortgages. Freeholder Angel Estrada did raise a con-
cern over transmitting the information.

“They (American Title Insurance) could certainly

sell it to a third party, and that is certainly a concern,”
said Ms. Rajoppi, when questioned by freeholders. The
county clerk said the request is different from one by
the National Deed Service, which she said purchased
county deeds and then offered them for sale at 300
percent over the cost the county charges for the docu-
ments.

She said Data Track has agreed to pay the county for
the data (from as far back as 1992), which Ms. Rajoppi
said needs to be digitalized for the purchase.

County Counsel Robert Barry said the information is
“a public document, so they are entitled to it.”

Now, just what is this company going to do with your
deed information?

Apparently, all this information is valuable to busi-
nesses and they have learned how to make a profit from
it; but at what expense? Do these sales put citizens at
risk?

If there is no profit to be made, it seems critical
personal information is ignored. How does a criminal’s
personal data get overlooked, especially if he or she
proves to be an illegal alien? Why aren’t convicted
felons deported if their information is, in fact, so easy
to find? Unfortunately, things can and have gone horri-
bly wrong – the recent murders in Newark are only one
example of departments failing to communicate be-
cause it might necessitate more work or expenses.

In the end, the situation begs the question: why is
the government willing to sell your personal informa-
tion for profit, but unwilling to use it to protect its own
citizens?

Traffic Must be Reduced to
Remedy GSP Exit 135 Situation

Mayor Should Weigh Progress with
Historic Preservation Costs, Effects

Red Tail Hawks Seen at
Gary Kehler Stadium
I was reading The Westfield Leader

this morning [Aug. 16] and I saw the
picture of the Red Tail Hawk perched on
top of the tree. There are also two more of
them that I see in the morning (6 a.m.) at
the Gary Kehler Field house trying to
catch squirrels for their breakfast.

Donna Russo
Westfield

A short time ago a front-page article
described the upcoming re-construction
of G.S. Parkway Exit 135 in neighboring
Clark. Having been brought up in Clark
and now living in Westfield for over
twenty years, Exit 135 has been quite
familiar to me. Although I have not seen
any traffic studies regarding Exit 135, it is
very apparent that the traffic volume us-
ing Exit 135 and its’ various feeder roads
has exploded over the past ten to twenty
years. Anyone using these roadways dur-
ing commuter hours I’m sure would agree
that it is no fun either approaching or
exiting Exit 135.

I’m sure the improvements described
by Turnpike Director Michael Lapolla
will make the situation for drivers better,
but only to a point. Improvements such as
traffic signals, connector roads, lighting,
milling and resurfacing are all a step in
the right direction. Anyone who drives on
the 135 circle itself knows it has become

a minefield of potholes, and is confusing
to those unfamiliar with it.

What I believe would go a long way to
improving overall conditions with Exit
135 is decreasing the traffic volume using
this exit in the first place. A step in that
direction might be looking at construct-
ing a new exit either at either Inman or
Lake Avenues. Of course traffic studies
would have to be done in this regard. But
I think one of the Parkway problems in
general is that there currently is no exit
between Clark and Route 27 to the south.
This situation forces perhaps thousands
of drivers living to the south to use Exit
135.

The upcoming improvements may
make things better at Exit 135 in the short
term. But I think the state should look at
more long-term solutions – not just fresh
blacktop.

Michael Ince
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and for-
warded to The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

*****
With regarding historic preservation, I

would urge caution on such a board ordi-
nance.

I remember when the Class of 1942
was told they would attend the new high
school in 1940.  Children were concerned
about going all the way over to the south
side of town, despite the fact that a large
portion of the cost would be picked up.

I remember when residents didn’t want
Kemper Insurance in our town, and the
company instead moved to Summit.

I remember when the town said
Dooley’s funeral home could not go on
Elm Street because it would cause traffic.
There is a Shop and Stop Grocery store
there now.

I remember when the town said the

Woman’s Club couldn’t sell lots, and
instead must donate the clubhouse, as it
should be declared a historical site.

What you may not know is that the
YMCA wanted the Woman’s Club for a
child care center and the same protesters,
including 90 at one meeting, went ape,
because they did not want it “in our back-
yard!”

Now, the Women’s Club has been
turned into three nice houses. Here, we
had some success and we now have three
beautiful homes on which they pay taxes.

I remember when they told us that
Shop Rite would block our streets with
trucks. They don’t, they would not have,
and we lost the tax revenue.

All of these have one thing in common:
there are people who have never learned.
We must evolve or die.

I have a tree that I would never cut
down, but the next owner should do so
immediately, so that their children can
have a beautiful backyard to play baseball
like our children did.

The town must be careful when consid-
ering historic preservation that it does not
impede progress that the town needs to
make.

Jack McHugh
Westfield

Franklin Principal Fleck has a
Delightful ‘Memory Book’

GARWOOD – Beginning Wednes-
day, September 5, Garwood Demo-
cratic Borough Council candidates
Charles Lombardo and Stephen
Napolitano will kick off the 2007
election season with the traditional
door-to-door campaign throughout
the town.

They will be walking every week-
end and some weeknights until every
household in Garwood has been vis-
ited.

Charles Lombardo has been a resi-
dent of Garwood for the past 32 years.
During this time, he has served on
council for the past 21 years, and he
recently earned his Masters Degree
in Public Administration from Kean
University. He brings valuable expe-
rience and extensive knowledge of
government and the needs of
Garwood’s citizens to the table, hav-
ing served on or chaired every major
borough committee including police,
fire, finance and streets and roads.
Currently, Mr. Lombardo is serving
as Council President, a position his
peers have selected him to hold a
number of times while on council.

Stephen Napolitano, a lifelong,
fourth-generation Garwood resident,
is a graduate of Garwood’s Public
Schools and David Brearley Regional

MEET THE
CANDIDATES

For Garwood Council

High School. He is a practicing ac-
countant, having received his Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Accounting
from Rutgers University. Steve’s fi-
nancial expertise and fiscal responsi-
bility will be a tremendous asset to
the borough and council.

This is his first time running for
council. Mr. Napolitano has been ac-
tive in public service, serving as a
member of the planning board, the
treasurer of the recreation commit-
tee, and was recently elected trea-
surer of the Education Foundation of
Garwood. He also has coached base-
ball and soccer teams in Garwood
and Clark. He has two children en-
rolled at Lincoln School and his re-
tired parents live in town. He notes an
understanding of the changing needs
of families and looks forward to work-
ing with all of Garwood’s citizens in
the future.

Mr. Lombardo and Mr. Napolitano
are eager to speak with the residents
of Garwood over the next few months,
and they encourage input on issues
felt important to the town. They prom-
ise to be dedicated and focused, to
keep Garwood moving in the right
direction and to continue enhancing
its appeal as a great place for family,
education and commerce.

To begin, I would like to thank The
Westfield Leader, and in particular
Christie Storms, for the wonderful article
that appeared in your publication in June
on the occasion of my retirement. It was
indeed an honor to be recognized in this
way, and I am deeply grateful for this
tribute.

As I count down my final days here, I
can’t imagine a better place to close my
career in education than as the principal
of Franklin School and in the community
of Westfield. Franklin School has meant
the world to me, and I am indebted to the
teachers and staff, the parents, and not
least of all, the children for the journey of

learning we have traveled together these
past six years.

I have a delightful “Memory Book”
from the children (that sparks both smiles
and tears); a magnificent tree planted
alongside the school in my honor by the
PTO; and countless cards and emails – all
of which will assure that Franklin School
is never far from me, regardless of where
I am.

My heartfelt thanks to this community
for entrusting your children to my care –
it has been a privilege to serve you.

Mary B. Fleck, Ed.D.
Principal

Franklin School

Passengers: Do Not Depend on
Railings at WF Train Station

I’m concerned about a looming safety
issue at the Westfield train station – the
steel guardrails and even the girders, which

support the shelter roofs, are rusting. This
began happening almost immediately af-
ter the platforms were remodeled and
extended several years ago, but the situa-
tion has gotten much worse recently – as
you can see from the attached photos, the
bases of several of the handrails have now
rusted completely through.

I have notified both the Town [of
Westfield] and NJ Transit of this situa-
tion, but in the meantime, passengers
should take care not to depend on the
platform railings at the station.

Bruce Phillips
Westfield

Infrastructure Small Things:
WF Train Station Guardrails

The bridge collapse in Minnesota has brought safety
concerns surrounding public infrastructure into the
spotlight in recent weeks. Bruce Phillips, an observant
Westfield resident, informed the Town of Westfield, NJ
Transit, and The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times about the deteriorating condi-
tion of the steel handrails and girders at the Westfield
Train Station.

Mr. Phillips’s letter on this page was accompanied
with several photographs. The Leader/Times investi-
gated and confirmed the train station condition. We
further observed a deteriorating concrete wall that
retains the gravel-support fill on the north-side fascia at
the parking lot. Surprisingly, this concrete deteriora-
tion is something we see every day from parking there,
but the significance of it never registered in our minds.
Along with this, we now notice that nearly all the
concrete walls are stained with red iron oxide corrosion
streaming from the runoff water.

Similar concerns of public safety prompted Westfield
Fire Chief Dan Kelly to ask the county’s public main-
tenance branch to look into the corroding streetlight
stand adjacent to the fire station on North Avenue. It
appears to be more than half destroyed in structural
integrity by corrosion at its base.

These are but a few examples of local infrastructure
that may need a closer look. We’re sure that the public
can provide many other examples, now that this issue
is in the forefront. We ask you to provide us with your
observations. Please e-mail them to
editor@goleader.com.

The State of New Jersey, just last week, advanced
repair of the Polaski Skyway to the front burner in view
of recent events. This had been planned for quite a
while, but was delayed in favor of other projects.

So, one question is, what do we ask our leaders to do
about infrastructure? Do we suggest massive new ex-

penditures, higher taxes, more debt and asset monetiza-
tion? Maybe some of this will be necessary due to the
extent of the neglect.

But, we think it is imperative that government tighten
up the ship, adjust priorities, defer “feel good” projects,
face reality, eliminate boondoggles and live within its’
[and our] means.

Nothing could be a more dismal example of how
things go wrong with infrastructure expenditures than
the $8 billion NJ School Construction Corp. (SCC)
mangling. Rather than the wrongdoing players going to
jail, the state disbanded the SCC, and the culture has not
been corrected. The Governor is now reforming it
under a new name and billions more are to be pumped
into the malaise.

In an associated analogy; On April 21, 2005, Kevin
Monaco, director of legislative affairs for Utility and
Transportation Contractors Association of New Jersey,
wrote on the editorial page, headlined “Contractors
Association Says Leader Editorial Lacks Fundamental
Understanding of State Bidding Laws.”

This was in response to the editorial published on
April 14, 2005 entitled, “Could Good Intentions Go
Awry With ‘Value Engineering’ Bill?”

The editor’s note retorted at the time: “The author of
the editorial in question [and author of this piece today]
has 30 years of Professional Engineering and con-
struction experience in New Jersey and throughout the
world on some of the largest and most complex projects,
with both public and private financing.”

How does all this relate to the corrosion of the
guardrails at the train station? We’re not sure but it
makes us see “red.”

As we attend to practical matters, wouldn’t it be
better to have our bridges, schools and infrastructure
built and maintained by engineers rather than Wall
Street “phenoms” or contractors’ unions?

Letters to
the Editor

It seems that I have again disappointed
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, this time
with my observations of the Walkathon
being held in conjunction with the
county’s MusicFest in September. The
Freeholder has missed, or perhaps ig-
nored, my point, which is: Should a gov-
ernment entity use taxpayer dollars to
facilitate and promote a fundraising event
where half of the proceeds will benefit a
non-tax exempt government lobbying
corporation and the other half going
abroad to fund a trek to the Mount Everest
base camp?

The following is taken directly from
the organization’s website:

“The New Jersey Citizens’ Coalition
for Cures (NJCCC) is dedicated to edu-
cating the public about the importance
and potential benefits of increased public
funding for biomedical research... includ-
ing both embryonic and adult stem cell
research...Donations to NJCCC are not
tax deductible, thus allowing the coali-
tion to lobby for legislation.”

It is a misconception for participants of
the walkathon to believe that monies they
raise will go directly for cancer research
when, clearly, it will not. The letter that
the county manager sent to county em-
ployees was certainly not appropriately
worded and could be viewed as coercive
or threatening. And Mr. Devanney, in the
UC Alliance Directions newspaper, states,
“To make a contribution in my name,
click on Everest Rocks, than trekkers to
view participants.”

It should be noted that the freeholders
gave the Alliance a check on Feb. 28,
2007 for $132,562.50 of taxpayers’
money, and the Alliance used the county
postal permit, sending the Directions to
“Postal Patron” countywide, which is a
privilege reserved for government enti-
ties, which they claim not to be. Mr.
Devanney seems to have used tax dollars
to promote his personal message, which
could in turn bring him material benefit.

Further, Freeholder Scanlon obviously
knows little about Lions International,
best known for their collecting of used
eyeglasses, New Eyes for the Needy,
which, by the way, are refurbished then
exported outside the U.S. to impover-
ished nations. Nor does she know about
the thousands of dollars that the Lions
Charitable Foundation collected in the
NY metro area and sent to Lions Clubs in
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina. So
yes, I have my pet charities, but the reach
of those charities goes far beyond the
borders of Union County. Contrary to
what she wrote, I hardly dismiss the suf-
fering of anyone outside of my own circle.
I am proud of my affiliation with an
international organization as giving and
hardworking as the Lions Club.

The statistics in NJ show that at least
one in 10 children have been diagnosed
with a condition that falls in the Autism
spectrum. My child is of college age; any
advances in Autism research will prob-
ably not benefit him, but I have worked to
raise both money and awareness. Autism
on a practical level will cost us millions of
dollars in special education unless we
find the key to unlock the mystery. It is
not only my problem, it is a national issue
as well.

As I stated, I don’t trivialize Mr.
Devanney’s personal health trauma, or
her’s either, for that matter, nor do I
trivialize their need to share those experi-
ences. But, I do not believe that sharing
what I learned about the organizations
that will be the beneficiaries of the funds
raised, or pointing out that this is a politi-
cally charged issue and that there are
those who feel pressured or choose to
participate in the event could unknow-
ingly compromise their personal beliefs,
speaks negatively about my character,
my beliefs or my commitment to help
others less fortunate than myself both
here and abroad.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

GOP Candidate for Freeholder
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Patricia Quattrocchi
Candidate for Freeholder

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ollamh – A teacher or sage of an-

cient Ireland
2. Braccate – Having feathers which

conceal the feet and legs
3. Torvity – Sternness; grimness
4. Knell – A mournful sound; usually

of a bell toll

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LATIBULIZE
1. To strap with a saddle
2. To hibernate or burrow
3. To stretch or distort
4. To flatten or squash

DISCERPTIBILITY
1. Understanding; perceptiveness
2. Capability or liability to be torn apart

or disunited
3. Given to debate or dispute
4. Capable of being removed from one

environment and thriving in another;
adaptability

TOPHACEOUS
1. Excessively sweaty
2. Haughty; boastful
3. Gritty; sandy
4. Pertaining to the movement of cells

in regard to nutritive matter
AMPHOTERIC

1. Vast; unending
2. Twining about; twisting
3. The uniting of both male and female

germ cells from two individuals in repro-
duction

4. Having both acid and basic proper-
ties


