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POLICE BLOTTER

courtesy of Bill Jordan
GATOR-ADE… An estimated three-to-five-foot juvenile alligator emerges from
Westfield’s Gregory’s Pond, where it resides. Bill Jordan, a resident of
Mountainside and a realtor at Taylor and Love, received this picture from a
neighbor and dropped it off at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 13, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported being a vic-
tim of harassment after receiving sev-
eral phone calls over the last several
weeks at all hours of the day and night.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of
Gales Court reported that someone re-
moved several items from her house
while she was having a party. Police
said it is unknown which person attend-
ing the party removed the items valued
at approximately $250.

Friday, August 17, Paul Boykins, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant. He was initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
and the warrant was discovered. He
was transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, August 17, Jessica Cangelos,
28, of Cranford was arrested and
charged for possession of a fake insur-
ance card after she was stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters where
she was processed and released on a
summons.

Saturday, August 18, Lacie Preston,
30, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. She was initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
Preston was transported to police head-
quarters where she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, August 18, a resident of
Clydesdale Road reported that some-
one smashed the window of his vehicle
that was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, August 18, Patrick Sharpe,
54, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged for soliciting without a permit
after police received numerous reports
of an individual knocking on doors late
at night trying to sell magazine sub-
scriptions. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released on a summons.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 7, Timothy J. Finne,

27, of Fanwood was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Hetfield Avenue and North
Avenue. He posted bail and was re-
leased.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
made purchases totaling $300 on a credit
card that was unauthorized. Police are
investigating the incident.

Thursday, August 9, Carol A.
Ganczewski, 42, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant on
Martine Avenue. She posted bail and
was released.

Saturday, August 11, a resident of the
100 block of King Street reported that
someone damaged a side mirror of their
vehicle.

Monday, August 13, a business on
the 200 block of South Avenue reported
that someone wrote graffiti on a trailer.

Tuesday, August 14, Jennifer A.
Fetzer, 24, of Warren was arrested on an
outstanding Reddington Township war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue and Pleasant Avenue.
She posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, August 15, Wendy F.
Williams, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with hindering apprehen-
sion and obstruction after fleeing a
motor vehicle accident on Martine Av-
enue and North Avenue. She was
charged and released.

Wednesday, August 15, Matthew D.
Marotta, 33, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
and Paterson Road. He posted bail and
was released.

Wednesday, August 15, Jorge Suarez,
26, of Toms River was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road and Chetwood
Terrace. He was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Friday, August 17, a Beech Avenue
resident reported that she received a
charge on her credit card that she did
not make. Police are currently investi-
gating the incident.

Tuesday, August 21, Michael R.
Rafferty, 28, of Linden was arrested on
outstanding Linden, Clark, Clifton,
Millburn, Bloomfield, and Lodi war-
rants. He posted bail and was released.

Westfield
Sunday, August 12, Emily Hall, 28,

of Bridgewater was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Clark Street. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Sunday, August 12, a black-and-yel-
low mountain bicycle was reported sto-
len from a residence on the 600 block of
Westfield Avenue.

Monday, August 13, Matteo
Guasconi, 19, of Westfield was arrested
on a Union County Sheriff’s Office no-
bail warrant after a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Clark Street. He
was held pending transport to the Union
County jail.

Monday, August 13, a metal-and-
wood picnic table was reported stolen

from the grounds of Tamaques Elemen-
tary School on the 600 block of Willow
Grove Road. The missing property is
valued at $200.

Tuesday, August 14, a business on
the 100 block of West North Avenue
was defaced with profanity that was
painted on the rear of the building.

Wednesday, August 15, a resident of
the 600 block of Shadowlawn Drive
reported that his motor vehicle was
damaged while parked at the south side
Westfield train station the previous day.
The damage consisted of a cracked rear
passenger window.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of
the 300 block of Orenda Circle re-
ported the theft of her purse and its
contents from within her unlocked
motor vehicle while it was parked in
her open garage.

Friday, August 17, Armando Castillo,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to sub-
mit to an Alcotest after a motor vehicle
stop at North and Fourth Avenues. He
was released on his own recognizance
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Benito Merino,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Livingston
Street. He also was taken into custody
on a New Brunswick traffic warrant.
Merino satisfied the warrant by posting
$400 bail and was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Mathew
Feinstein, 24, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Tuttle Parkway. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Okwara Nnachi,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Bridgewater traffic warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Crossway Place. Nnachi was released
after posting $165 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Antoinette M.
Ohare, 46, of Metuchen was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant following
a motor vehicle stop at West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue. She was
released after posting $91 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Pamela Wilson,
19, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation on
the 500 block of Hillcrest Avenue. She
was released on her own recognizance
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Aaron Jackson,
42, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation at
Prospect Street and Effingham Place.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Maurice
Sheppard, 43, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark war-
rant with bail of $2,500. He also was
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana follow-
ing an investigation at Prospect Street
and Effingham Place. He was turned
over to the Newark Police Department
after failing to post bail.

Mountainside
Saturday, August 11, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported that
someone entered his vehicle parked in
his open garage and stole his change
holder containing $5.

Monday, August 13, Santos A. Torres-
Herrera, 29, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged for driving with-
out a license following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 West at New Provi-
dence Road.

Friday, August 17, Furqan A. Bilal,
33, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 East.

Saturday, August 18, Anthony R.
Rodgers, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while under
the influence after his vehicle was found
disabled on Mill Lane, police said. Po-
lice said Rodgers was found to be in
possession of marijuana and various
drug paraphernalia.

Saturday, August 18, Riclair Charles,
20, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and for an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
West. He was stopped for driving with-
out a muffler and fictitious plates.

Saturday, August 18, Lori M. Vetere,
20, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged for driving while under the
influence on Route 22 West. She was
transferred to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Monday, August 20, Andrea Johnson-
Square, 23, of Newark was arrested and
charged for possession of marijuana,
driving with a suspended license and
for an outstanding warrant out of New-
ark. She was stopped by Mountainside
police on Route 22 East for driving
with fictitious plates. Johnson-Square
was transferred to police headquarters
where she was processed and released
after posting bail.

Kean Says State Becoming
Unaffordable for Residents

reduce “some of the red tape” on
school districts to enable more money
to “go directly into the classroom.”

He said special-education aid
“should be funded by the state.

“Westfield would benefit from a
formula that had special-ed costs be-
ing paid entirely by the state. But we
cannot have a wealth-weighting fac-
tor (as proposed in Trenton)…And I
would oppose that measure.

“We need to ensure that we have
efficiency in spending so that the
needs of Westfield are being met,”
Mr. Kean said. “Right now, the 4- to
5- percent state-aid figure needs to be
strengthened…to reflect the realities
of Westfield and Scotch Plains,
Fanwood [and] the region.”

The senator said he favors having
school aid “follow” a special-educa-
tion child to whatever school he or she
attends to address the issue of the high
costs incurred by districts to educate
seriously disabled children. He said
recent governors have not fully funded
a bill he sponsored to address this issue.

He said the state needs to stop the
practice of “pay to play,” through which
political contributions are exchanged
for lucrative state contracts. He called
this practice a “corruption tax.”

Mr. Kean noted that he has been
pushing for state funding for the
Cranford flood-control project. He
said the Legislature had appropriated
$3.25 million but was later “blocked”
by former Governor Jim McGreevey.

“Jim McGreevey let the money
lapse, meaning that he did not release
the money pursuant to the law. It’s
one of our great frustrations.”

Former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco signed the bill into law
after both houses of the Legislature
approved it.

Mr. Kean said he supports a re-
gional approach to flooding that re-
sults from increased development
along the Rahway River.

Additionally, he has been pushing
for a ban on dual-office holding by
state legislators. He said Governor
Jon Corzine and the Democratic ma-
jority in the Legislature have devel-
oped a ban, but that it will not be
effective until after the General Elec-
tion in November, when all 120 seats
are up for election. He said he op-
poses allowing legislators to run for
multiple offices this year.

The senator said moving the state’s
Presidential Primary from June to
February 5 was a good decision. He
said New Jersey has the 11th highest
population and will now likely im-
pact the nominees chosen to run for
president.

Mr. Kean supports former New York
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, who he said
“understands the needs of the citi-
zens of New Jersey on everything
from transportation infrastructure to
fiscal responsibility to economic de-
velopment and homeland security.”

The senator said he is “optimistic”
the GOP can take control in the Leg-
islature from the Democrats. “I be-
lieve that we can work hard to bring
the real voice of fiscal responsibility
to Trenton.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea in-
formed the newspaper that a group of
residents in the area, the Brightwood
Homeowners Association, privately
owns the pond, which acts as a water-
shed flow for the town.

“I had heard there was an alligator
in the pond, but it seemed unbeliev-
able,” he said.

He added that both the police and
health departments were sent out af-
ter the town received three calls itself.

Sgt. Rodger, who showed the news-
paper the alligator footage shot with
a police-car camera, said that on Au-
gust 7, a resident of Sunnywood Drive
reported a sighting.

The WPD then contacted the local
humane society, “who said it’s out of
their realm” and directed the WPD to
the Division of Fish and Wildlife,
which is “formulating a plan,” ac-
cording to Sgt. Rodger.

“[Fish and Wildlife] said if it comes
out of the water, it’s too fast and they
can’t catch it. There’s not much we can
do short of dredging the pond dry.”

Judging by a picture and the short
movie, Sgt. Rodger estimated the al-
ligator to be between three and five
feet long.

According to police, the alligator
emerges between 10 and 11 a.m. to
sun itself.

“My assumption is that it was a pet
that got too big, and someone aban-
doned it,” Sgt. Rodger said.

“It’s not indigenous, so it creates a
stir,” he added.

Sergeant Chris Battiloro told the
newspaper, “We received complaints
and responded appropriately every
time. We exhausted all means avail-
able to us…We are taking it seriously.”

He said in terms of extricating the
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Later, Alligator
animal, “we have limited options right
now. I’m satisfied it won’t pose a
significant threat if it’s left alone.”

He said that after an officer from
Fish and Wildlife responded and con-
ducted an investigation, he told the
police that the cold-blooded reptile
“won’t survive the winter.”

Richard Farinato, the director of
the Cleveland Amory Black Beauty
Ranch in Texas, a sanctuary that is a
permanent refuge for more than 1,300
animals on 1,300 acres in hills of east
Texas, told The Leader it is “more
likely [the animal] is a caiman, which
comes from South America.”

He said the best method to extricat-
ing the animal is “baiting it into a
trap,” whereby the animal “[gets] used
to being fed in a certain pen, and they
pull the gate on him.”

The winter, “if serious enough, will
kill him.” He did, however, say the
animal could survive “if it burrows
down into the mud, and you have a
mild winter.”

If it survives, “eventually, it will
become more of a nuisance.”

He didn’t deem alligators “ex-
tremely aggressive by nature,” but
said it’s “not beyond them to go after
a companion pet or small kids.”

While saying the chances were re-
mote, he added, “if, down the road,
this sucker turns into a 12-foot alliga-
tor, you’ve got a substantial problem
on your hands.”

For the time being, Sgt. Battiloro
encouraged people to “stay away.”

“There are rumors of people feed-
ing it, which we don’t recommend…
Let it be,” he said.

The DEP cautioned residents to
call 1-877-WARN-DEP if the alliga-
tor is sighted.

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON POINTE…A construction crew on the site of the Pointe in Garwood, which
had its first move-in July 25. The Pointe is one of the new age-restricted housing
developments on the North-South Avenue corridor.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. said this week he is concerned New
Jersey is becoming unaffordable due
to increased state spending and bor-
rowing over the last half dozen years.

He said state spending has increased
50 percent while its debt has reached
$30 billion, fourth highest in the na-
tion in terms of debt per resident.

During a Monday interview with
The Times, the senator said this trend,
along with an $11-billion hike in state
taxes, has caused the state’s popula-
tion to decline by 165,000 residents
over the past three years.

“The number one issue that im-
pacts the people of New Jersey is
affordability,” he said.

Mr. Kean said state borrowing has
doubled over the past six years, main-
taining that New Jersey must priori-
tize its spending practices.

The senator said the population
dropped by 72,000 last year, 58,000
in 2005 and 35,000 in 2004. Pub-
lished reports have said this could
result in the loss of a Congressional
seat in the 2010 census.

“Hundreds of thousands of people
over the course of the last five or six
years have simply found New Jersey
unaffordable and have been forced to
leave,” Mr. Kean said.

For that reason, he said legislators
should “block the Turnpike sale…the
asset monetization, securitization.
Whatever you want to call it. The plan
to sell the Turnpike, the Parkway, the
Atlantic City Expressway…is sim-
ply unacceptable.” He said such a
transaction would only make the state
even more unaffordable.

“It is a sale. To give something of
value in exchange for goods and ser-
vices, that’s a sale in my book,” he
said. “So you are selling off some-
thing of value for 99 years” for be-
tween $30 and $40 billion.

He said he is concerned that the
money would be spent in a few years
and create “a long-term hole in the
budget and 99 years of the revenue not
coming to the state (in toll money).”

Mr. Kean said should state officials
privatize, tolls “would increase faster
than the rate of inflation. In some
cases maybe dramatically so.” He said
motorists might opt to use local road-
ways to avoid higher tolls, increasing
traffic congestion on municipal roads.

“It’s a sale. It’s an increase in taxes,
not only in terms of the toll raise; it’s
the impact on local communities. It’s
the selling of a major state asset for an
immediate, one-shot windfall with-
out a long-term focus,” he said.

Mr. Kean said the state also needs to
revise the method by which school aid
is calculated. “Towns like Westfield,
Scotch Plains, receive anywhere from
5 percent of their educational append-
ing from the state.” He said the na-
tional average is 40 percent.

The legislator said the property-tax
rebate program “is not a long-term
solution…we need to have real prop-
erty tax reform and part of that will
involve the school funding formula.”

Mr. Kean has sponsored a bill to

GW BOE Hears Clark’s
Intention to Sue SDA Corp.

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Garwood Board of
Education member Christine Guerriero,
liaison to the Clark Board of Education,
spoke at Tuesday night’s BOE meeting
about the Clark BOE filing a lawsuit
against the New Jersey Schools Devel-
opment Authority (SDA), which re-
placed the New Jersey School Con-
struction Corporation (SCC).

“The $33-million school renova-
tion project that the SCC had been
working on since 2005 at Clark’s four
schools still has not been completed
and the first day of school is fast
approaching,” Ms. Guerriero said.

“Even though not all construction
will be completed before September
4, the Clark BOE members say they
are comfortable enough to allow stu-
dents to return to Arthur L. Johnson
High School, with work to be com-
pleted during after-school hours.
[The] Clark BOE has no ‘plan B.’
They feel that with the lawsuit against
SCC and added pressure, the SCC
will have more people working on the
schools to get them completed,” Ms.
Guerriero said.

Under a new 10-year send-receive
contract, Garwood’s high school stu-
dents attend ALJ in Clark, and
Garwood pays $1.5 million for regu-
lar education students along with the
100 percent of the special-education

costs – $115,000 – and one third of
the transportation costs, or $100,000,
officials said.

Currently, 151 Garwood students
attend ALJ.

Resident and former BOE member
Linda Koenig asked if the Garwood
BOE should get involved since “our
students go to ALJ and there are some
major problems happening.”

Board member Gary Maher replied,
“I don’t think we should. Clark is on
the SCC’s case and it looks to be
under control.”

In other business, Mrs. Koenig also
addressed the board about installing
generators in Garwood’s Lincoln
School. “I’ve mentioned this before
at other meetings and will continue
doing so,” said Mrs. Koenig, “Bor-
ough Hall has a generator but doesn’t
have the room if it needed to house
hundreds of people due to a natural
disaster, emergency or terrorist act.
The school has the room and there
should be generators installed. You
see what’s going on in the world and
we should be ready. Maybe use the $1
million surplus (in the school budget)
and purchase some or get a Home-
land Security grant.”

Board president Adele Lewis asked
Lisa Marano, chairman of the BOE’s
buildings and ground committee, to
look into generator costs and installa-
tion.

The BOE voted to award a $5,136
project contract to Cranford builder
William Drejka to make alterations
to approximately 3,600 square feet of
the the first floor of the Garwood Free
Public Library, located in Lincoln
School.

The project would include the in-
stallation of a new fire exit and con-
struction of a wall to prevent library
patrons from entering the school. Mrs.
Guerriero said the wall would provide
“two separate exits from the library.”

BOE member Barbara Greet and
chairman to the students/staff com-
mittee congratulated former student
and native David Durante, who was
crowned the 2007 U.S. men’s gym-
nastics national champion after win-
ning the Visa Championships in San
Jose, Calif., on Friday.

He is trying to make the 2008 men’s
gymnastics Olympic team. Acting Su-
perintendent Theresa Quigley, Lincoln
School principal, taught Mr. Durante in
fifth grade and said “he would walk on
his hands on mats and was very excited
about gymnastics and would say, ‘I’ll
make the Olympics one day.’ I’m very
happy to see him trying out and we wish
him lots of luck.”

The next BOE meeting will be held
on September 18 at 7:30 p.m.

ond day, he noted, meant the
firefighters were situated between a
40-foot drop off into a creek and the
primary fire itself. One of the pieces
of equipment the crews carried was a
fire shelter, which Chief Ellis likened
to “a Shake-and-Bake bag.”

In an emergency such as fast-mov-
ing fire, he said a firefighter would lie
facedown on the ground and cover
himself with the fire shelter, and then
“you hope the fire just goes over you.”

Some of the firefighting crews in-
cluded prisoners from Idaho, Chief
Ellis said. He recalled one day when
two different fires had to be fought.
His team was sent to an area he said
had the highest rattlesnake concentra-
tion in the U.S., while the prison crew
was sent to the comparatively safe
area where a timber fire burned. The
crew did not spot any rattlers, though,
because the ground was too hot.

The chief said the teams received
good reviews for their efforts last
month and added that he would “ab-
solutely” do it again next year. “It was
a good experience.”
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SPFD Chief

Council President Elaine Perna
asked to have the public meeting well
publicized.

Resident Lisa Smith expressed con-
cern over the meeting date, which
coincides with the first day of school.

“The first night back at school is
very hectic, and many people would
like to attend this meeting, but you’re
not going to get a lot of public input
because a lot of people have school-
aged children,” she said. “The master
plan has huge consequences for the
town and, in all fairness, I think the
date should be reconsidered.”

In a separate council report, council-
man Louis DiPasquale asked about the
progress of a police ordinance regard-
ing promotions in the department.

The council, however, remains at a
standstill over who should have the
appropriate authority to make such
decisions, the mayor or the council.
Despite Mr. DiPasquale’s efforts to
move the issue forward, the township
attorney said the council cannot pass
an ordinance without naming the ap-
propriate authority and did not rec-
ommend that the council do so.

During the citizens hearing portion
of the meeting, residents Mr. Foregger
and Carol Matula questioned the
council’s fiscal approach to a proposed
bond ordinance of $10 million, for,
among other things, the construction of
a community center. Mr. Foregger and
Ms. Metulla asked for a referendum
vote on the bond ordinance.

The bond ordinance also covers the
acquisition of a pump fire truck and

rescue vehicle, the acquisition of a
street sweeper and garage doors and
the repair and reconstruction of tennis
courts, baseball fields and playgrounds.

Mayor David Cohen said the adop-
tion of a bond ordinance is a respon-
sibility of the council. “You elect the
people who go into office, and your
legislators vote on these things,” he
said. The public hearing and final
adoption of the ordinance is sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 4.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance amending a May 9, 2006,
bond ordinance providing for road
and parking improvements. If
adopted, the ordinance calls for an
increase of the appropriation fee to
$1,485,000, up from $1.3 million, an
amendment to the project description
and other conforming chances.

In other business, the council
adopted an ordinance amending and
supplementing entitled building and
construction fees.

Township construction official
Robin Greenwald said the increase is
necessary to cover rising administra-
tive fees and construction costs. While
the ordinance raised the minimum fee
for building and demolition permits
and swimming pools, the cost per cu-
bic foot of a public building, electrical
fees and alterations did not change.

“Most fees remain the same be-
cause we do make some money, but
we are going to have to hire extra
people for these projects, and I only
get to ask for these fees once every
two years,” Ms. Greenwald said.
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Berkeley Heights Council

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEMONADE STAND…Local youngsters man a lemonade stand at Alan Augus-
tine Memorial Park at the Village Green in Scotch Plains last weekend. Members
of STARS (Student Thespians Are Recreating The Stage) performed Les Miserables
last weekend at the park.


