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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, August 12, Emily Hall, 28, of
Bridgewater was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at West North
Avenue and Clark Street. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance to a re-
sponsible individual.

Sunday, August 12, a black-and-yel-
low mountain bicycle was reported stolen
from a residence on the 600 block of
Westfield Avenue.

Monday, August 13, Matteo Guasconi,
19, of Westfield was arrested on a Union
County Sheriff’s Office no-bail warrant
after a motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue and Clark Street. He was held pend-
ing transport to the Union County jail.

Monday, August 13, a metal-and-wood
picnic table was reported stolen from the
grounds of Tamaques Elementary School
on the 600 block of Willow Grove Road.
The missing property is valued at $200.

Tuesday, August 14, a business on the
100 block of West North Avenue was
defaced with profanity that was painted
on the rear of the building.

Wednesday, August 15, a resident of
the 600 block of Shadowlawn Drive re-
ported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged while parked at the south side
Westfield train station the previous day.
The damage consisted of a cracked rear
passenger window.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of the
300 block of Orenda Circle reported the
theft of her purse and its contents from
within her unlocked motor vehicle while
it was parked in her open garage.

Friday, August 17, Armando Castillo,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest after a motor vehicle stop at
North and Fourth Avenues. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance to a re-
sponsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Benito Merino,
19, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Livingston Street.
He also was taken into custody on a New
Brunswick traffic warrant. Merino satis-
fied the warrant by posting $400 bail and
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Mathew
Feinstein, 24, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway. He was released to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Okwara Nnachi,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Bridgewater traffic warrant after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cross-
way Place. Nnachi was released after
posting $165 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Antoinette M.
Ohare, 46, of Metuchen was arrested on a
Westfield traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop at West Broad Street
and Rahway Avenue. She was released
after posting $91 bail.

Saturday, August 18, Pamela Wilson,
19, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation on
the 500 block of Hillcrest Avenue. She
was released on her own recognizance to
a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Aaron Jackson,
42, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to an
Alcotest following an investigation at
Prospect Street and Effingham Place. He
was released on his own recognizance to
a responsible individual.

Saturday, August 18, Maurice Sheppard,
43, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding Newark warrant with bail of
$2,500. He also was charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following an investigation at
Prospect Street and Effingham Place. He
was turned over to the Newark Police
Department after failing to post bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 13, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported being a victim
of harassment after receiving several
phone calls over the last several weeks at
all hours of the day and night.

Thursday, August 16, a resident of
Gales Court reported that someone re-
moved several items from her house while
she was having a party. Police said it is
unknown which person attending the party

removed the items valued at approxi-
mately $250.

Friday, August 17, Paul Boykins, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was initially stopped for
a motor vehicle violation and the warrant
was discovered. He was transported to
police headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 17, Jessica Cangelos,
28, of Cranford was arrested and charged
for possession of a fake insurance card
after she was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released on a summons.

Saturday, August 18, Lacie Preston,
30, of Springfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. She was initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
Preston was transported to police head-
quarters where she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, August 18, a resident of Cly-
desdale Road reported that someone
smashed the window of his vehicle that
was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, August 18, Patrick Sharpe,
54, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
for soliciting without a permit after police
received numerous reports of an indi-
vidual knocking on doors late at night
trying to sell magazine subscriptions. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on a summons.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 7, Timothy J. Finne,

27, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Hetfield Avenue and North Av-
enue. He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
made purchases totaling $300 on a credit
card that was unauthorized. Police are
investigating the incident.

Thursday, August 9, Carol A.
Ganczewski, 42, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant on
Martine Avenue. She posted bail and was
released.

Saturday, August 11, a resident of the
100 block of King Street reported that
someone damaged a side mirror of their
vehicle.

Monday, August 13, a business on the
200 block of South Avenue reported that
someone wrote graffiti on a trailer.

Tuesday, August 14, Jennifer A. Fetzer,
24, of Warren was arrested on an out-
standing Reddington Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue and Pleasant Avenue. She posted
bail and was released.

Wednesday, August 15, Wendy F. Wil-
liams, 36, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension and
obstruction after fleeing a motor vehicle
accident on Martine Avenue and North
Avenue. She was charged and released.

Wednesday, August 15, Matthew D.
Marotta, 33, of Westfield was arrested on
an outstanding Newark warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road and
Paterson Road. He posted bail and was
released.

Wednesday, August 15, Jorge Suarez,
26, of Toms River was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road and Chetwood Ter-
race. He was processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Friday, August 17, a Beech Avenue
resident reported that she received a charge
on her credit card that she did not make.
Police are currently investigating the in-
cident.

Tuesday, August 21, Michael R.
Rafferty, 28, of Linden was arrested on
outstanding Linden, Clark, Clifton,
Millburn, Bloomfield, and Lodi warrants.
He posted bail and was released.

Mountainside
Saturday, August 11, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported that some-
one entered his vehicle parked in his open
garage and stole his change holder con-
taining $5.

Monday, August 13, Santos A. Torres-
Herrera, 29, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged for driving without a
license following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 West at New Providence Road.

Friday, August 17, Furqan A. Bilal, 33,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 East.

Saturday, August 18, Anthony R.
Rodgers, 23, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while under the in-
fluence after his vehicle was found dis-
abled on Mill Lane, police said. Police said
Rodgers was found to be in possession of
marijuana and various drug paraphernalia.

Saturday, August 18, Riclair Charles,
20, of Irvington was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license and
for an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 West. He was
stopped for driving without a muffler and
fictitious plates.

Saturday, August 18, Lori M. Vetere,
20, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
for driving while under the influence on
Route 22 West. She was transferred to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible adult.

Monday, August 20, Andrea Johnson-
Square, 23, of Newark was arrested and
charged for possession of marijuana, driv-
ing with a suspended license and for an
outstanding warrant out of Newark. She
was stopped by Mountainside police on
Route 22 East for driving with fictitious
plates. Johnson-Square was transferred
to police headquarters where she was
processed and released after posting bail.

Kean Says State Becoming
Unaffordable for Residents

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. said this week that he is concerned
New Jersey is becoming unaffordable
due to increased state spending and
borrowing over the last half dozen
years.

He said state spending has increased
50 percent while its debt has reached
$30 billion, fourth highest in the na-
tion in terms of debt per resident.

During a Monday interview at The
Westfield Leader, the senator said this
trend, along with an $11-billion hike
in state taxes, has caused the state’s
population to decline by 165,000 resi-
dents over the past three years.

“The number one issue that im-
pacts the people of New Jersey is
affordability,” he said.

Mr. Kean said state borrowing has
doubled over the past six years, main-
taining that New Jersey must priori-
tize its spending practices.

The senator said the population
dropped by 72,000 last year, 58,000
in 2005 and 35,000 in 2004. Pub-
lished reports have said this could
result in the loss of a Congressional
seat in the 2010 census.

“Hundreds of thousands of people
over the course of the last five or six
years have simply found New Jersey
unaffordable and have been forced to
leave,” Mr. Kean said.

For that reason, he said legislators
should “block the Turnpike sale…the
asset monetization, securitization.
Whatever you want to call it. The plan
to sell the Turnpike, the Parkway, the
Atlantic City Expressway…is sim-
ply unacceptable.” He said such a
transaction would only make the state
even more unaffordable.

“It is a sale. To give something of
value in exchange for goods and ser-
vices, that’s a sale in my book,” he
said. “So you are selling off some-
thing of value for 99 years” for be-
tween $30 and $40 billion.

He said he is concerned that the
money would be spent in a few years
and create “a long-term hole in the
budget and 99 years of the revenue not
coming to the state (in toll money).”

Mr. Kean said should state officials
privatize, tolls “would increase faster
than the rate of inflation. In some
cases maybe dramatically so.” He said
motorists might opt to use local road-
ways to avoid higher tolls, increasing
traffic congestion on municipal roads.

“It’s a sale. It’s an increase in taxes,
not only in terms of the toll raise; it’s
the impact on local communities. It’s
the selling of a major state asset for an
immediate, one-shot windfall with-
out a long-term focus,” he said.

Mr. Kean said the state also needs to
revise the method by which school aid
is calculated. “Towns like Westfield,
Scotch Plains, receive anywhere from
5 percent of their educational append-
ing from the state.” He said the na-
tional average is 40 percent.

The legislator said the property-tax
rebate program “is not a long-term
solution…we need to have real prop-
erty tax reform and part of that will
involve the school funding formula.”

Mr. Kean has sponsored a bill to
reduce “some of the red tape” on
school districts to enable more money
to “go directly into the classroom.”

He said special education aid
“should be funded by the state.

“Westfield would benefit from a
formula that had special ed costs be-
ing paid entirely by the state. But we
cannot have a wealth-weighting fac-
tor (as proposed in Trenton)…And I
would oppose that measure.

“We need to ensure that we have
efficiency in spending so that the
needs of Westfield are being met,”
Mr. Kean said. “Right now, the 4- to
5- percent state-aid figure needs to be
strengthened…to reflect the realities
of Westfield and Scotch Plains,
Fanwood [and] the region.”

The senator said he also favors
having school aid “follow” a special
education child to whatever school
he or she attends to address the issue
of the high costs incurred by districts
to educate seriously disabled chil-
dren. He said recent governors have
not fully funded a bill he sponsored to
address this issue.

He said the state needs to stop the
practice of “pay to play,” through which
political contributions are exchanged
for lucrative state contracts. He called
this practice a “corruption tax.”

Mr. Kean noted that he has been
pushing for state funding for the
Cranford flood-control project. He
said the Legislature had appropriated
$3.25 million but was later “blocked”
by former Governor Jim McGreevey.

“Jim McGreevey let the money
lapse, meaning that he did not release
the money pursuant to the law. It’s
one of our great frustrations.”

Former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco signed the bill into law
after both Legislative approved it.

Mr. Kean said he supports a re-
gional approach to flooding that re-
sults from increased development
along the Rahway River.

Additionally, he has been pushing
for a ban on dual-office holding by
state legislators. He said Governor
Jon Corzine and the Democratic ma-
jority in the Legislature have devel-
oped a ban, but that it will not be
effective until after the General Elec-
tion in November, when all 120 seats
are up for election. He said he op-
poses allowing legislators to run for
multiple offices this year.

The senator said moving the state’s
Presidential Primary from June to Feb-
ruary 5 was a good decision. He said
New Jersey has the 11th highest popu-
lation and will now likely impact the
nominees chosen to run for president.

Mr. Kean supports former New York
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, who he said
“understands the needs of the citi-
zens of New Jersey on everything
from transportation infrastructure to
fiscal responsibility to economic de-
velopment and homeland security.”

He said he is “optimistic” the GOP
can take control in the Legislature
from the Democrats. “I believe that we
can work hard to bring the real voice of
fiscal responsibility to Trenton.”
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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WHEN I GROW UP... John Huby of Scotch Plains imitates entertainer Polka Dot
(Ron Albanese), the singer/dancer/entertainer who plays the guitar and sings with
youngsters while the Philadelphia Funk Authority sets up its eight-piece band last
Thursday at Augustine Park. The free concert, sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Cultural Arts Committee, drew scores of families to watch the entertainment.

Sgt. Rodger, who showed the news-
paper the alligator footage shot with
a police-car camera, said that on Au-
gust 7, a resident of Sunnywood Drive
reported a sighting.

The WPD then contacted the local
humane society, “who said it’s out of
their realm” and directed the WPD to
the Division of Fish and Wildlife,
which is “formulating a plan,” ac-
cording to Sgt. Rodger.

“[Fish and Wildlife] said if it comes
out of the water, it’s too fast and they
can’t catch it. There’s not much we
can do short of dredging the pond
dry.”

Judging by a picture and the short
movie, Sgt. Rodger estimated the al-
ligator to be between three and five
feet long.

According to police, the alligator
emerges between 10 and 11 a.m. to
sun itself.

“My assumption is that it was a pet
that got too big, and someone aban-
doned it,” Sgt. Rodger said.

“It’s not indigenous, so it creates a
stir,” he added.

Sergeant Chris Battiloro told the
newspaper, “We received complaints
and responded appropriately every
time. We exhausted all means avail-
able to us…We are taking it seri-
ously.”

He said in terms of extricating the
animal, “we have limited options right
now. I’m satisfied it won’t pose a
significant threat if it’s left alone.”

He said that after an officer from
Fish and Wildlife responded and con-

ducted an investigation, he told the
police that the cold-blooded reptile
“won’t survive the winter.”

Richard Farinato, the director of
the Cleveland Amory Black Beauty
Ranch in Texas, a sanctuary that serves
as a permanent refuge for more than
1,300 animals on 1,300 acres in east
Texas, told The Leader it is “more
likely [the animal] is a caiman, which
comes from South America.”

He said the best method to extricat-
ing the animal is “baiting it into a
trap,” whereby the animal “[gets] used
to being fed in a certain pen, and they
pull the gate on him.”

The winter, “if serious enough, will
kill him.” He did, however, say the
animal could survive “if it burrows
down into the mud, and you have a
mild winter.”

If it survives, “eventually, it will
become more of a nuisance.”

He didn’t deem alligators “ex-
tremely aggressive by nature,” but
said it’s “not beyond them to go after
a companion pet or small kids.”

While saying the chances were re-
mote, he added, “if, down the road,
this sucker turns into a 12-foot alliga-
tor, you’ve got a substantial problem
on your hands.”

For the time being, Sgt. Battiloro
encouraged people to “stay away.”

“There are rumors of people feed-
ing it, which we don’t
recommend…Let it be,” he said.

The DEP cautioned residents to
call 1-877-WARN-DEP if the alliga-
tor is sighted.
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Later, Alligator

Westfield Mem. Library
To Suspend All Services

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library has announced that it
will suspend all services – including
children’s services – starting Tues-
day, September 4, until renovations
at the library are completed.

The library initially only suspended
all adult services during the renova-
tion process. Library personnel an-
ticipate that the library will reopen in
late October. To check for updates
concerning the library renovation and
reopening, please visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org.

A list of libraries accepting
Westfield Memorial Library cards
also can be found on the website.
Through the website, individuals ad-
ditionally can take advantage of the
library’s many online services.

They can utilize links such as
ListenNJ for downloadable audiobooks;
MyLibrarydv to download videos and
movies; QandANJ to connect live to a
librarian, and the library’s online re-
sources to access music, electronic
books and other materials.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
more information about online ser-
vices or renovations at the library, visit
wmlnj.org or call (908) 789-4090.

dents used to be sent out-of-district to
a specialized program.

Superintendent Foley lists redis-
tricting as his toughest challenge over
the years. “Redistricting is always
very difficult. Very emotional.”

A recent advisory committee on
middle school space was also “ex-
tremely difficult” for Mr. Foley. “The
community is not willing to accept
that Edison and Roosevelt (Interme-
diate Schools) should be viewed as
providing the same opportunities. It
makes it very difficult to balance en-
rollment between those schools in
any way other than a mandatory
redistricting…So voluntary measures
don’t seem to work very well.”

Mr. Foley also said the parking
issue at the high school “has been a
sore point in the community.”

“There is a lot of anger and bitter-
ness unfortunately not matched with
a lot of willingness to compromise,”
he said.

Mr. Foley said he felt that the citi-
zens’ committee report in 2003, which
developed an alternate side of the
street-parking plan around the high
school, was a “viable solution.”

“I was disappointed that it wasn’t
even considered by the council at that
time,” he said.

Mr. Foley said the Westfield com-
munity has been “very good” to work
with. “One of the advantages of work-
ing in Westfield is that parents are so
supportive, so you  can do things
here. You can improve things here.”

“Children come to school here pre-
pared. In that sense it makes teaching
easier. You know that these children
have been socialized to want to
achieve, to want to learn. They come
with enormous social capital, which
allows to accomplish a great deal.
Not all communities have that,” he
said.

He said the community is always
supportive from helping technology
funding to coaching. “We have this
great network of support that exists.”

Mr. Foley and the board of educa-
tion met monthly during the school
year with the presidents of the Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO). A sec-
ond monthly meeting is open for all
parents to attend.

The outgoing superintendent and
his wife moved to Cowperthwaite

Place last year. They have resided in
Westfield since 1984 when Mr. Foley
first joined the district as the chief
financial officer. His wife teaches at
Union County College.

“So I intend to stay in town. I have
no plans to move. I hope to quietly
help out,” noting he will continue to
be active with the Westfield Optimist
Club, the Martin Luther King Com-
mittee, the Westfield Y’s Board of
Directors and the Westfield Histori-
cal Society, the latter of which he has
joined as a new board member.

He said he hopes to continue writ-
ing on education issues and “maybe
bike across the country.” He also plans
to take writing courses, such as the
short story course he has signed up
for.

Mr. Foley considered teaching
courses at a few universities but said
he has not yet found a course he is
interested in instructing.

“I’m just looking forward to retire-
ment. I’m very grateful for the oppor-
tunity that I have had and I think my
successor Peg Dolan will do a terrific
job,” he concluded.
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Foley Set to Retire

lar education students along with the
100 percent of the special-education
costs – $115,000 – and one third of
the transportation costs, or $100,000,
officials said.

Currently, 151 Garwood students
attend ALJ.

Resident and former BOE member
Linda Koenig asked if the Garwood
BOE should get involved since “our
students go to ALJ and there are some
major problems happening.”

Board member Gary Maher replied,
“I don’t think we should. Clark is on
the SCC’s case and it looks to be
under control.”

In other business, Mrs. Koenig also
addressed the board about installing
generators in Garwood’s Lincoln
School. “I’ve mentioned this before
at other meetings and will continue
doing so,” said Mrs. Koenig, “Bor-
ough Hall has a generator but doesn’t
have the room if it needed to house
hundreds of people due to a natural
disaster, emergency or terrorist act.
The school has the room and there
should be generators installed. You
see what’s going on in the world and
we should be ready. Maybe use the $1
million surplus (in the school budget)
and purchase some or get a Home-
land Security grant.”

Board president Adele Lewis asked
Lisa Marano, chairman of the BOE’s
buildings and ground committee, to
look into generator costs and installa-
tion.

The BOE voted to award a $5,136
project contract to Cranford builder
William Drejka to make alterations
to approximately 3,600 square feet of
the the first floor of the Garwood Free
Public Library, located in Lincoln
School.

The project would include the in-
stallation of a new fire exit and con-
struction of a wall to prevent library
patrons from entering the school. Mrs.
Guerriero said the wall would provide
“two separate exits from the library.”

BOE member Barbara Greet and
chairman to the students/staff com-
mittee congratulated former student
and native David Durante, who was
crowned the 2007 U.S. men’s gym-
nastics national champion after win-
ning the Visa Championships in San
Jose, Calif., on Friday.

He is trying to make the 2008 men’s
gymnastics Olympic team. Acting Su-
perintendent Theresa Quigley, Lincoln
School principal, taught Mr. Durante in
fifth grade and said “he would walk on
his hands on mats and was very excited
about gymnastics and would say, ‘I’ll
make the Olympics one day.’ I’m very
happy to see him trying out and we wish
him lots of luck.”

The next BOE meeting will be held
on September 18 at 7:30 p.m.
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Mountainside Council
Heckel was the only bidder and the
contract is for a term of one year.
The company refuses to go for
multiple years, officials said.

The borough also entered a two-
year agreement with TelVue Virtual
Television Networks to manage the
borough’s local access channel TV35.
The agreement will be of no cost to
the borough.

“There has definitely been an im-
provement on [TV35] since these
people have been with us,” said Mayor
Robert Viglianti.

Council members have agreed to

issue a check in the amount of $300
to the Deerfield School Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) as a do-
nation in support of the PTA Fair to
be held on October 6 at Deerfield
School.

All bids for the street sweeping of
commercial and light industrial areas
in the borough were rejected. The
rejection was based on the possibility
of shared services with Union County,
officials said.

After receiving three bids for the
pothole repairs contract, the borough
has awarded the lowest bidder, Jo-
Med Contracting Corp., in the amount
of $10 per square foot with the con-
tract not to exceed $25,000.

John McManus has been appointed
as the Temporary Part-Time Electri-
cal Inspector until the return of Joe
Marretta.

Councilman Robert Messler con-
cluded the meeting by addressing an
August 7 fire at 1203 Wyoming Drive,
where borough police officials res-
cued a 77-year old woman from her
burning home.

“The response time was unbeliev-
able,” said Mr. Messler. “I know we
have had trouble in the past, but
when need be they rose to the occa-
sion.”

Borough officials said that the res-
cue and fire squads could use volun-
teers. Those interested should con-
tact borough administration.

AND THEY’RE OFF…A packed East Broad St. hosts 2,200 runners for the
Downtown Westfield 5K pizza race, the largest registration for the event thus far. The
runners originated mostly from New Jersey, but also as far away as California and the
United Kingdom. More than 540 pizza pies, cookies and refreshments were provided.

WF BOE to Meet
On August 28

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation will meet next Tuesday, Au-
gust 28, at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

The business agenda will include
a report on summer development of
curriculum, a facilities update, in-
cluding summer projects at the
schools, as well as decisions on per-
sonnel appointments. A complete
agenda will be available on
westfieldnjk12.org and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street
by tomorrow.

All BOE meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m.
and 7 p.m. and on Saturdays and
Sundays at 10 a.m.

goleader.com/classifieds


