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Superintendent Foley: Redistricting
Biggest Challenge During Tenure

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — William Foley
will officially pass the torch for lead-
ership of the Westfield Public Schools
to Margaret Dolan at the end of the
month. After 11 years as superinten-
dent, Mr. Foley has been working on
a comfortable transition for his suc-
cessor, Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and
Programs Margaret Dolan.

Mr. Foley said the fact Ms.
Dolan has been in the district
since 1996 “makes the transi-
tion very easy.”

“I think she will be terrific,”
he said of his successor. “I’m
glad the board (of education)
did a search and that there were
no automatic guarantees or
anything. But now that they’ve
done the search and they com-
pared her qualifications with
other people, I think it is quite
evident that Peg was superior,
and I think they’ve made a
great selection.”

Mr. Foley took over a school
district in 1996 that, with 4,750
students and 450 teachers, was
seeing hikes in student popu-
lation “that were sneaking up
to the high school.” Today, the district
has 6,000 students and a staff of nearly
600.

“When I first came here, we typi-
cally had four sections or three sec-
tions (of classes per grade level). I
have several grade levels now that
have six sections at Franklin. Wilson
is at five sections. So there has been
an enormous increase of elementary
teachers,” he said.

Mr. Foley said the number of stu-
dents at Westfield High School has
grown from 1,100 to 1,800 since he
became superintendent. In addition,
the special education staff has grown
to 27 at WHS and is the largest de-
partment at the school. The district
has special ed coordinators at WHS
as well as for K-8. He said 16 percent
of district’s students (approximately
1,000 students) are classified as spe-
cial ed, which costs the district $15
million to fund annually.

The second issue he faced was “bal-
ancing enrollment because we were
opening two new wings at Wilson
and Jefferson (elementary schools).
So the first year I had to do redistrict-
ing.”

In looking at the challenges ahead
for the district, Mr. Foley said that the
space needs at schools for Westfield’s
student population will not be an is-
sue in the coming years.

He cited declining birth rates in
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Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE WESTFIELD SCHOOLS…William Foley is
putting the finishes touches on his tenure as superintendent
of Westfield Public Schools, which ends August 31.

town, as well as the opening of the
town-wide early childhood center for
pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and spe-
cial education children opening in Sep-
tember 2008 at the Lincoln School.
That move will open more space for
classrooms at the elementary schools.

“I think the issues that Peg is going to
face are going to be first and foremost
curriculum types of things and, in par-

ticular, developing curricula that ac-
commodates different types of students
in the district,” he said.

Foley said the Newark-based Educa-
tion Law Center, which brought the
Abbott v. Burke lawsuit, “has filed as
major federal suit with the federal
courts...for more inclusive education.”

“New Jersey is so off the charts with
respect to special education that we are
going to have to look very seriously
about providing more programs in-dis-

trict, more inclusive education. This
suit could conceivably bring things
to a real serious head,” he said.

He said finding qualified admin-
istrative positions would also be a
challenge for Ms. Dolan. “We are
simply not finding the caliber of
candidates that Westfield typically
hires. And this is becoming a real
problem.”

Mr. Foley noted that Ms.
Dolan has to hire a new
Westfield high school prin-
cipal and an assistant super-
intendent to replace herself,
“just for starters.” She said
more vacancies are likely for
administrative and principal
posts due to an aging staff.

In terms of school finance,
he said Governor Jon
Corzine “is committed to
coming with a new school
finance formula prior to the
next year’s cycle of fund-
ing.”

“But so far I haven’t see
anything that suggests a.,
that’s going to happen or b,
that it isn’t going to do any-
thing but hurt Westfield,” Mr.
Foley said. “There is one
proposal to make special

education aid wealth-based. If they
do that, we are relatively
wealthy…that’s going to hurt us,”
he said, noting the special ed aid is
the only type of state aid the district
receives.

The district has also started the
Leaps and Bounds program for au-
tistic pre-school children. The dis-
trict will be starting a second class
this at the primary level. These stu-

 

Garwood 

Pointe 

Fanwood 

Mews 

Fanwood
Fonte 

Westfield 

Savannah 

Cranford 

Crossing 

Age-Restricted? 55+ 55+ No 55+ No 

Type of Units Townhouse  Condo Condo Condo Condo 

# of Units 44 8 12 35 50 

# Bedrooms 2 2 2 2 1 to 2 

# Bathrooms 2.5 2 1.5 2.5 1 to 2 

Levels/unit 3 1 1 1 1 

Sq. Footage 1,900-

3,000 

1,417-

1,531  

1,200-

1,800  

1,620-

4,350  

1,100-

1,400  

Starting Price  $500K  $479K $425K $920K $2,325/mo. 

1st  Move-In Current Late 08 N/Avail.  N/Avail. Current 

Number Sold         30 N/Avail. 5 pending 14 39 

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader
RUSTED ROOT...A railing on the southside platform of the Westfield train
station shows rust and decay that has completely severed the upright beams from
their bases on the ground. See related editorial on page 4 and photo gallery at
goleader.com/photos.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
MR. KEAN GOES TO WESTFIELD...State Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), center, speaks with Leader assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, and
Leader intern Martin Sweeney in the Leader office in Westfield on Monday
afternoon. See story on page 8.

Courtesy of Bill Jordan
GATOR-AID…An estimated three-to-five foot juvenile alligator emerges from Gregory’s Pond in Westfield, where it
resides. Bill Jordan, a resident of Mountainside and a realtor at Taylor and Love, received this picture from a neighbor and
submitted it to The Westfield Leader.

New Age-Restricted Housing Units
Develop Along North, South Aves.

By BETH BUDNICK
and GEORGIA MIERSWA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Construction of age-re-
stricted housing along the North-
South Avenue corridor of Cranford,
Garwood, Westfield and Fanwood

nears completion.
New condominiums for prospec-

tive buyers ages 55 and up will include
the Pointe at Garwood, the Fanwood
Station Mews and the Savannah in
Westfield on Prospect Street. Addi-
tional non-age-restricted housing
projects include the Messercola Fonte
Plaza at Fanwood Condominiums and
the Cranford Crossing.

The Pointe at Garwood, a joint
project between Millennium Homes
and ARC Properties, runs along North
Avenue in Garwood next to the
Westfield border. The new property
has 44 three-story units, of which 30
have been sold. Each property con-
sists of 1,900 to more than 3,000
square feet, as well as amenities such
as private elevators (see chart for more
details). The first new residents of the
Pointe moved in on July 25.

Bettyann Tortorello, sales manager
for the Pointe at Garwood, told The
Westfield Leader that new customers
were “mostly local people who are
just downsizing,” citing that the ma-
jority of customers have been
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Clark and
Mountainside residents. “There is a
tremendous need in Union County
for age-restricted housing,” she said.

William and Margaret Psosa moved
into the Garwood Pointe at the end of
July after buying their Pointe townhouse
in February 2006. They decided to move
because, according to Mr. Psosa, “My
wife and I are getting older.”

He added, “The elevator was our

primary consideration.”
“We’re really improving the area,”

Ms. Tortorello said.
The Pointe at Garwood is also home

to the Lofts at Garwood, 40 two-level
apartments designed for young com-
muters looking for a place to live.

Of the Pointe’s location, Ms.
Tortorello said, “Garwood is eventu-
ally going to be an adorable little
town between two big towns.”

In neighboring Westfield, another
project has also begun. James Ward,
architect and president of the Linden-
based Ward and O’Donnell develop-
ing company, is in the process of
building an installment of luxury con-
dominiums on Prospect Street.

The Savannah, named after Mr.
Ward’s niece, consists of 35 age-re-
stricted condos ranging from
$920,000 to $2.4 million and from
1,620 to 4,350 square feet of single-
level living.

The Savannah building, available
only to buyers 55 and up, bears some
similarity to the James Ward Mansion
on East Broad Street. The exterior will
be constructed with limestone and brick,
while the inside will include mahogany
floors, marble surrounds and loft ceil-
ings. Mr. Ward said meeting with pro-

spective Savannah buyers from
Westfield, as well as from surrounding
areas in New Jersey and New York City,
keeps him busy during the week.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census
Bureau census, 27.3 percent of the
town of Westfield is older than 55. Mr.

Ward said the fact that the
Savannah is age-restricted
housing is one of the main
reasons the town took so well
to the idea of construction.

“At this point in their lives,
buyers will no longer have
young children, meaning
that the town will not need
to put additional money into
Westfield schools,” he said.

In addition to the Savan-
nah construction, Mr. Ward
is working on plans for a 47-
condominium building on the
newly purchased St. Anne’s
School property in Garwood.
Like the Savannah, these con-
dos will be age-restricted;
however, the units will be
more affordable (about

$350,000 each) and marketed mainly
to Garwood residents, he said.

Mr. Ward predicts that the Savan-
nah project will be completed in De-
cember or January.
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WPD, Town Administrator
Confirm Gator Presence
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An alligator has
found refuge in Gregory’s Pond in
Westfield, located on Clark Street past
the Brightwood Park intersection. The
town administrator and Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) confirmed the
reptile’s presence; a police sergeant
said the alligator is not a “significant
threat to public safety” at this time.

Despite those confirmations, the New
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, a
division within the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), could not corroborate the sight-
ing after visiting the pond.

Westfield Police Sergeant Scott
Rodger acknowledged that the police
are aware of the alligator, which
Trailside officials identified as “any-
thing [from] a baby to a juvenile alliga-
tor” when shown a picture.

Sgt. Rodger said, “Yes, we do know
of it. We have video. We contacted the
New Jersey Division of Game and Wild-
life, who said they were too busy with
[black] bear calls and couldn’t respond.
However, they said they would get back
to us. I would not have believed it if I
hadn’t seen the video myself.”

On Tuesday, Darlene Yuhas, a spokes-
woman for the DEP, told The Westfield
Leader, “Fish and Wildlife did respond
to a report of a an alligator sighted on
August 7. However, when personnel
arrived, they were not able to see an
alligator and could not confirm its pres-
ence. Since then, we have not received
any additional reports.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea in-
formed the newspaper that a group of

residents in the area, the Brightwood
Homeowners Association, privately
owns the pond, which acts as a
watershed flow for the town.

“I had heard there was an alliga-
tor in the pond, but it seemed unbe-
lievable,” he said.

He added that both the police and
health departments were sent out
after the town received three calls
itself.
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Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
ON POINTE…A construction crew on the site of the Pointe in Garwood, which
had its first move-in July 25. The Pointe is one of the new age-restricted housing
developments on the North-South Avenue corridor.

GW BOE Hears Clark’s
Intention to Sue SCC Corp.

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Board of
Education member Christine
Guerriero, liaison to the Clark Board
of Education, spoke at Tuesday night’s
BOE meeting about the Clark BOE
filing a lawsuit against the New Jer-
sey Schools Development Authority
(SDA), which replaced the New Jer-
sey School Construction Corporation
(SCC).

“The $33-million school renova-
tion project that the SCC had been
working on since 2005 at Clark’s four
schools still has not been completed
and the first day of school is fast
approaching,” Ms. Guerriero said.

“Even though not all construction
will be completed before September
4, the Clark BOE members say they
are comfortable enough to allow stu-
dents to return to Arthur L. Johnson
High School, with work to be com-
pleted during after-school hours.
[The] Clark BOE has no ‘plan B.’
They feel that with the lawsuit against
SCC and added pressure, the SCC
will have more people working on the
schools to get them completed,” Ms.
Guerriero said.

Under a new 10-year send-receive
contract, Garwood’s high school stu-
dents attend ALJ in Clark, and
Garwood pays $1.5 million for regu-
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Community Center
Approved for MS Ballot

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
officials passed a resolution Tues-
day night to print a non-binding
referendum on the official ballots
for the November 6 elections re-
garding a borough community cen-
ter.

The referendum will state that the
borough shall not exceed $20,000
while exploring options for the com-
munity center.

A bond ordinance to appropriate
$3 million for borough-wide road
improvements was introduced by
the governing body. The appropria-
tion will be met from the proceeds
of the sale of bonds and the down
payment appropriated by the ordi-
nance.

In other council business,
Walter Heckel, Inc. will be the
borough’s snow- and ice-removal
contractor for the 2007-2008-
winter season. Officials said
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