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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

Maybe Jane Austen had a boyfriend.
Maybe she didn’t. In either case, her
reputation has remained thankfully
unsullied lo these many years. How-
ever, with a suspected eye toward
profit, director Julian Jarrold’s Be-
coming Jane now suggests a little
romantic irony.

Whether or not she was as beauti-
ful as Anne Hathaway, who plays her
with engaging wit, per this biopic the
famous spinster of belles lettres cer-
tainly had her opportunities. And if
you don’t trouble yourself too terri-
bly about the veracity of Sarah Will-
iams and Kevin Hood’s screenplay,
Miss Austen’s suddenly “divulged”
affaire de coeur with Tom Lefroy has
its moments.

If nothing else, the implication puts
a bee in the bonnet of Austen fans.
Call it the literary movie of the sum-
mer. You can just imagine the heady
buzz around the cabanas and tiki bar.

Heretofore, the general reader took
it on faith that Austen wrote solely
from interpolated observation and
imagination. Now, this inspiration
(“Pride and Prejudice’s” Mr. Darcy?)
arises. And as is only befitting of one
whom we considered pragmatic and
austere, when Miss Austen does fall
it’s real hard and, by the mores of the
day, for the wrong person.

Not that Tom Lefroy, the Peck’s
bad boy who visits Hampshire and
captures our budding authoress’ fancy,
is all that terrible. Actually, supply-
ing the movie with yet one more
example of its signature contradic-
tions, James McAvoy’s rapscallion
from Ireland isn’t the brawling, self-
obsessed dandy we first think. Well,
not entirely.

It just wouldn’t do if our indepen-
dent Jane, whom Miss Hathaway soon
successfully insinuates in our psyche,
would fall for a really bad guy. On the
other hand, he must have spirit.

Thus it turns out that the flaunter of
propriety also has loads of character,
perhaps brought to the surface by

Jane’s attentions. Whether it’s enough
to conquer the social storm their en-
suing relationship will beget remains
to be seen.18th-century realities con-
sidered, Cupid will be up against it.

Freethinking scalawag that he
might be, Tom doesn’t dare forget on
which side his crumpet is buttered.
Uncle and law professor Judge
Langlois (Ian Richardson) controls
the purse strings. So it doesn’t bode
well when, at dinner, the old goat
finds Jane’s intellect disturbing. Far
worse, she is the daughter of a mere
minister. No fortune there.

Not surprisingly, Jane’s mom (Julie
Walters) also opposes the match, es-
pecially since Laurence Fox’s Mr.
Wisley, with the intrusive help of his
Dickensian aunt Lady Gresham
(Maggie Smith), has made his honor-
able intentions known.

OK, so the geek isn’t so dashing.
But look in the dictionary under
wealthy suitor and you’ll see his pic-
ture.

There’s more...yet another admirer
is lurking in the shadows. He’ll figure
in some crucial cause and effect later
in the tale. But for now, when it comes
to swains, poor Jane is surrounded by
an embarrassment of riches. We laugh
when she throws up her arms and
asks, “Are there no other women in
Hampshire?”

Mom is steadfast, offering Jane
yesteryear’s version of, “It’s just as
easy to fall in love with a rich man as
it is a poor one.” Forgive the realist. A
true cynic in one of Austen’s novels
might add that economics offers the
only reason to wed…that real love is
a luxury only the very rich and those
who’ve nothing to lose can afford.

Naturally, Jane doesn’t buy it. At
least not this Jane, whom we suspect
has been interpreted just a tad present-
minded. She is a full-fledged Sister, a
progenitor of Women’s Lib who wows
‘em at a cricket match when she grabs
a bat and scores a whatever they’re
called. It’ll be real love or nothing.

All well and good. Problem is,
we’ve witnessed this conundrum be-
fore. Remember all that shouting next-
door when you were little? Oh, money,
money, money. But aside from the
fact that it’s a noted personage being
vexed by the old cash versus love
quandary, the script offers no nu-
ances.

Still, the production values are solid
if not impeccable. The acting is com-
mendable. And fervent aficionados,
while perhaps taking umbrage at the
artistic license, will be heartened by
the plethora of allusions woven into
the story’s fabric.

While perhaps peppered with wish-
ful thinking, it is clear this is an hom-
age, the product of devotees, right
down to the style of exposition. We
draw our conclusions from what the
characters say and do rather than from
an omniscient narrator. Nonetheless,
there is cause for divided opinion.

Whereas those who oppose any
sort of modern update in their literary
history are bound to exhibit preju-
dice, the filmmakers may take pride
in the notion that Austen herself could
appreciate the dollars and sense sen-
sibilities that account for Becoming
Jane.

* * * *
Becoming Jane, rated PG, is a

Miramax Films release directed by
Julian Jarrold and stars Anne
Hathaway, James McAvoy and Julie
Walters. Running time: 120 minutes.
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VACNJ Members’ Sale
Showcases, Lauds Area Artists

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Several area artists won
awards at the Members’ and Stu-
dents’ Show and Sale recently held
at the Visual Arts Center of New

Jersey (VACNJ) in Summit.
The Show and Sale showcased the

far-reaching range of artistic talent
in the fields of painting, drawing,
collage, jewelry making, photogra-
phy, sculpture and other art forms
associated with the VACNJ.

Show and Sale jurist Rupert
Ravens, curator and director of
Rupert Ravens Contemporary in
Newark, awarded more than $1,900
in an event that featured more than
200 artists.

Winners from Westfield included
Mary Gregg, who received a Merit
Award for her acrylic painting “Little
Green Parrot”, Shari Seltzer, who
received an Honorable Mention
Promise Award for her mixed media
work “Enchanted Forest”, and
Jeannette Goldstein, recipient of the
Kathie Kempf Dorman Memorial
Award for Sculpture for her piece
“To Life,” created from Indiana lime-
stone.

Scotch Plains resident Christine
Moulton Lee won the Martha Barnes
Memorial Award for Ceramics for
“Expecting,” and Garwood resident
Louis Rigano received an Honor-
able Mention for “Deep Space,” a
multimedia work.

“[The Show and Sale] gives us
cause to celebrate another year of
members’ creativity at the [VACNJ],”

Mr. Ravens said.
“The most exciting fact that I

learned was that, without exception,
every artwork submitted was an origi-
nal,” he said, recalling how he stud-
ied each piece of art in order to
determine the winners.

Since its founding in 1933, the
VACNJ has evolved into a major
regional art center with both a pro-
fessionally-recognized art school and
a critically-acclaimed exhibition pro-
gram.

The VACNJ Summer Exhibit,
“CHAIRS: Form Follows Vision,” is
composed entirely of the work of
local artists created around the theme
of chairs and will be on display until
August 31.

VACNJ is located at 68 Elm Street
in Summit. For more information,
visit at artcenternj.org or call (908)
273-9121.

‘Hooray’ for Local Talent
At Paper Mill Conservatory

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – When Paper Mill Play-
house announced it might close its
doors last spring because of a short-
fall of funds, it held a “Save the Paper
Mill” fundraising rally at the Millburn
theater.

After that, $1.3 million dollars in
donations poured in, the last two
shows of the regularly scheduled sea-
son went on and the summer conser-
vatory program for children and teens
was saved.

One of the advocate attendees at
the rally was Westfield teen Jennifer
Dilzell, who had good reason to be
there. She had auditioned and been
accepted to the 12th season of the
upcoming Summer Musical Theatre
Conservatory at the playhouse and
wanted to return for a second year at
the stellar program.

Jennifer, who will be a junior at
Westfield High School (WHS) in the
fall, spoke highly of her experience
at the five-week program that culmi-
nated in the Voices of Tomorrow
Concert, held the first weekend in
August.

“I think I learned the most from the
acting class, which included acting
exercises, improvisation and short
scenes,” Jennifer said. “John Housley,
our teacher, was pretty amazing.”

Her classes included musical the-
ater, acting, dancing and monologues/
cabaret presentation. “Basically, I had
four classes daily with additional
master classes in specialty areas like
stage combat,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The teens had to audition again at
the end of the first week to see who
would get which solos, duets or fea-
tured spots in the show. Two area
teens, Jennifer and Fanwood’s Eliza-
beth Minski, were among the se-
lected.

The concert utilized the theme of
“Hooray for Hollywood.” “Hooray”
was the perfect word for the night,
which boasted songs from 33 movie

musicals, classic to contemporary.
Conceived, directed and choreo-

graphed by the creative team of
Michele Mossay-Cuevas, Tim
Herman, Mark Hoesbee, John
Housley, Patrick Parker, Albert Evans
and Susan Speidel, the night showed
what young talent combined with
clever choreography and inventive
staging can produce.

Especially delightful in the Clas-
sic Film Musical segment was one
of the opening numbers, “That’s
Entertainment,” which featured
Elizabeth Minski. Elizabeth was
noted in the playbill as a Paper Mill
Playhouse “Rising Star Nominee”
for her performance in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) 2007 production of Once
Upon a Mattress.

Jennifer, with partner Vincenzo
DiPeri and teen ensemble, brought
down the house with their energetic
version of “The Atchison, Topeka
and the Sante Fe” from For Me and
My Gal. Unique choreography, vi-
brant energy and talented singer/danc-
ers made the steamy locomotive leap
to life.

Act II featured a segment entitled
“For the Young at Heart,” with the
Junior Division (elementary school)
and Junior Division Plus (middle
school) students singing Disney fa-
vorites. Area students involved in
those toe-tapping numbers included
Westfield’s Benjamin Chavez, Rachel
Chodor, Christopher Morrissey and
Isabelle Smelkinson and Scotch
Plains residents Olivia Whitehouse
and Emily Sheppard.

For SPFHS class of 2007 graduate
Sarah Marable, who served as dance
intern in the conservatory this sum-
mer and will attend SUNY Purchase
as a theater major, the dream of one

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/ The Times
RISING STAR…In front, Fanwood’s
Elizabeth Minski, a Rising Star Nomi-
nee with Paper Mill Playhouse for her
role as the Queen in Once Upon a Mat-
tress at Scotch Plains/Fanwood High
School, joins classmates in the finale,
“Wish Medley.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
AFTERGLOW…After the Voices of Tomorrow Concert at Paper Mill Play-
house, performer Jennifer Dilzell of Westfiled, left, is greeted outside by friends
and family members. The teen, who will be a junior at Westfield High School in
the fall, spent her second summer at the playhouse’s Summer Musical Theatre
Conservatory. See related story at upper right.

day being on the professional stage
may become a reality.

Not every student in the summer
program desires a Broadway career,
however. Jennifer, who performed in
WHS’s How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying and Cranford
Dramatic Club’s Community The-
ater production of Narnia last year,
doesn’t see professional theater as
part of her dream. “But I do see my-
self always being interested and par-
ticipating in community theater, do-
ing theater in one shape or form,” she
said.

The teen narrators of the night ex-
plained, “Hollywood has encouraged
us all to dream.”

Hooray for The Paper Mill Conser-
vatory that gives students the tools
for dreaming and learning life long
skills for involvement in the arts.

Trout Fishing Joins
MusicFest Lineup

CRANFORD — Trout Fishing in
America, a three-time Grammy
nominated folk-rock act from Ar-
kansas, will open the Kids Kingdom
stage at 10:30 a.m. at Union County
MusicFest ’07 on Saturday, Sep-
tember 15, in Cranford.

“Their eclectic mix of folk/pop
with reggae and Latin influences
has wide scale appeal for family
audiences,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski.

Trout Fishing in America joins
bands including Chuck Berry and
Fountains of Wayne on the
MusicFest concert stages.

 Their newest release, the
Grammy-nominated “My Best Day,”
was recorded before a live audience
sponsored by the Arkansas Educa-
tional Television Network. With the
release of their 12th CD, “Merry
Fishes to All,” Trout Fishing earned
their second of three Grammy nomi-
nations.

Art Institutions Partner
In Evening for the Arts
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center

of New Jersey (VACNJ), domogallery
of Summit and Lydia Johnson Dance
will come together to present an event
for art lovers in New Jersey on Friday,
September 7, from 6 to 8 p.m.

The VACNJ will showcase a new
Contemporary View Series exhibi-
tion, Peter Williams: Artistic Repair,
while Lydia Johnson Dance will per-
form a contemporary dance perfor-
mance inspired by his artwork.

Mr. Williams explores a range of
racial and social issues in his paintings.

 The domogallery will present art-
work and objets from the private col-
lection of Patricia Bell curated by
Mari D’Alessandro, director of Exhi-
bition Programs at the VACNJ.

A free “ART BUS” will be provided
to shuttle attendees back and forth be-
tween the arts center and domogallery
throughout the evening. The entire event
is free and open to the public.

AN ENCHANTED EVENING...Area artists, including Westfield’s Shari Seltzer (Enchanted Forest), left, and Jeannette Goldstein
(To Life), right, walked home winners at the Members’ and Students’ Show and Sale at the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey.
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