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Sarah Queller for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OUT...Fanwood took part in National Night Out celebrations last Tuesday with festivities sponsored by the
Fanwood Community Policing Alliance in LaGrande Park prior to the recreation commission’s weekly movie in the park.
Left, a young resident enjoys the park’s playground. Right, a Night Out attendee handles one of the guns the Union County
SWAT team laid out as part of its crime-prevention display.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPENINGS IN WASHINGTON...Paul Peyton, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
assignment editor, and intern Kelsi Browning speak with Congressman Michael
Ferguson (R-7) to talk about goings-ons in Washington and discuss local issues
relevant to the upcoming November elections in the Times offices on Monday.

Ferguson Discusses Iraq War,
Bridges, Newark Murders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – From the Iraq War to
increased violence among teenagers to
the stability of America’s bridges and
roadways, Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7,
New Providence) discussed a number
of local and national issues during an
interview at The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times office on Monday.

Regarding the issue of the Iraq War,
Mr. Ferguson said he has “grave con-
cerns about the situation in Iraq…My
main concern is that we are continu-
ing to put our troops, young Ameri-
can men and women, in harm’s way,
to try and achieve goals in Iraq which
ultimately can’t be met unless the
Iraqis themselves are willing to step
up to the plate and take responsibility
and help us achieve what we all want
to achieve in Iraq, which is peace and
stability.” He blamed the lack of
progress on the Iraqi Parliament.

Mr. Ferguson said following a Sep-
tember report from General David
Petraeus, the U.S. commander in Iraq,
he believes “there will need to be
some major changes made…on the
direction of the Iraq policy.”

When asked whether he sees a troop
reduction, Mr. Ferguson said, “What
we all want is for our troops to come
home as quickly as possible…What
we are trying to sort out right now is
the best way to achieve that.”

He said of an immediate pullout,

“We want our troops to be safe. We
don’t want to put our troops that are
already in Iraq in additional harm’s
way by policies that we implement.”

Of the August 1 collapse of the
Interstate 35 West bridge over the
Mississippi River in Minnesota that
has killed nine persons to date, Mr.
Ferguson said, “The infrastructure in
our country is vitally important. It is
important that we not only build new
infrastructure for our economy but
that we maintain the structural integ-
rity of our current infrastructure.”

“In New Jersey this is a particularly
important issue because we have so
much infrastructure. We’re the most
densely populated state. Our infra-
structure is crucial for the state’s trans-
portation of our citizens. Our infra-
structure is crucial for our economy
in our state,” he said.

“This [bridge collapse] highlights
how important it is that we maintain
the structural integrity of our infra-
structure. Because if we don’t, trag-
edy can strike,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He said that in the future, the federal
government may need “to set our pri-
orities a little bit better” by transferring
funding from non-crucial transporta-
tion projects to more important areas
such as structural integrity for bridges.

Concerning the recent execution-
style murders of three college students
from Newark, Mr. Ferguson said the
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Citizen Questions Rahway
City’s Water Pact

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — At Monday’s Rahway
City Council meeting, Anthony
Gencarelli, an employee of the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA),
used the public comment segment to
voice his concerns about the authority’s
privatization plans. His comments
were not made on behalf of the RVSA,
but rather as a citizen, he said.

Council members received handouts
with facts and a summary of Mr.

Gencarelli’s main points. He showed
his opinion as to why there is an interest
in privatizing RVSA, which included
“procurement fees for professionals
($500,000), fees for professionals to
administer the contract and favors owed
to privatization firms.” He also noted,
what he believed would be the pitfalls
of privatization, including “opportuni-
ties for corruption at the expense of the
ratepayer, rate increases, work force
reductions cost the community, the
quality of service drops and a loss of
flexibility and accountability.”

According to Mr. Gencarelli, termi-
nating a contract with United Water
could be a very expensive move for the
City of Rahway. In the water services
agreement with United Water dated
September 29, 1999, current termina-
tion fees could range near $10,000,303.

“Even if terminated for cause, the
city has to prove that United Water
willfully or intentionally breached the
contract in order to avoid paying the
termination fee,” Mr. Gencarelli said.

He also referenced Rahway Mayor
James Kennedy’s State of the City
Address, dated January 2 of this year,
in which Mr. Kennedy proposed “that
it is in the best interest of Rahway
taxpayers to discuss the privatization
of the RVSA to cut costs and improve
operations.”

Responding to that statement, Mr.
Gencarelli included a copy of Rahway’s
water rates in the handouts he pre-
sented to the council. Union Water priva-
tized Rahway Water in 1999, and water
rates increased by 56.35 percent. In the

Liza Katz for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRUISING... Glenn Gandy of Westfield poses with his 1956 two-door Chevy at Fanwood’s Cruise Night, sponsored by the
Fanwood Business and Professional Association and the Cruiser Club of New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Mr. Gandy’s car
sports a silver star plate; he served in the Marine Corps for nine and a half years, two of which he served in Vietnam. This
is the last of Fanwood’s three Cruise Nights this summer, explained Don Wussler of Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Cindy Dawley-Gallagher
FLOOD…Motorists on West Holly Street in Cranford steer through floodwaters
brought by heavy rain on August 10. See story on page 3.

SP Police Set to Receive $80,000
To Upgrade Comm. Equipment

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congressman
Mike Ferguson attended Tuesday’s
township council meeting to an-
nounce the House of Representatives’
approval of $80,000 in federal fund-
ing aimed to improve communica-
tions equipment for the Scotch Plains
police department.

As part of the fiscal year 2008
Commerce Justice Science Appro-
priations Bill, the funding would in-
crease the efficiency and reliability
of day-to-day operations, as well as
help the department during emergen-
cies, Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney said.

“Our first responders do enormous
work in the community,” Mr. Ferguson
said. “This approval is a big hurdle. It
is not a done deal yet. But I am
hopeful the [U.S.] Senate will pass
this into law and get the Scotch Plains
police department the funding it
needs.”

Chief Mahoney spoke about the
township’s need for new technology.

“In the months after 9/11, there has
been a new term that began circulat-
ing around – interoperability. That is
basically the coming together of law
enforcement and government, being
able to communicate with other agen-

cies, other municipalities, other coun-
ties,” the chief said.

Scotch Plans police officials said
the funding would be used to upgrade
the department’s communications
center, including radios, the notifica-
tion and dispatch system, mobile com-
puting, reporting and surveillance
capabilities.

According Mr. Ferguson’s press
secretary Angie Lundberg, the bill
won House approval in late July and

must still be reconciled with the
Senate’s version of the legislation.
The funding amount for Scotch Plains
could change before final legislation
– not expected until this fall – is sent
to the White House.

Mayor Martin Marks thanked Mr.
Ferguson for “going to bat” for Scotch
Plains. “Our local municipal budget
is already stretched thin. Once ap-
proved, these important funds will

SP Rec. Comm. Considers
Scotch Hills Senior Center

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission Mon-
day night signed off on a plan to
renovate the Scotch Hills Country
Club building to create a senior and
community center.

The township council was expected
to consider the commission’s approval
of the project Tuesday night and rec-
ommend that an architect raise the
home in September and renovate the
structure. See related Scotch Plains
council story on this page.

Recreation officials, however, want
the township to determine whether
Scotch Hills is a historical landmark
before proceeding with the project.

The Scotch Plains Country Club
was originally the home of John
Shippen, the first black professional
golfer. According to Recreation Di-
rector Ray Poerio, Mr. Shippen lived
in the country club’s upstairs apart-
ment. The second floor was later con-
demned and closed to the public due
to termites.

“We have a lock on the door and no
one is allowed up in there right now,
so basically you would be changing
the use of the building from 5,000
square feet to 15,000 square feet,”
Mr. Poerio said.

Because of its historical signifi-
cance, Mr. Poerio said plans for the

renovations would restore Mr.
Shippen’s home to its original genre.
A museum remembering him would
be included in the plans for the senior
center, and the name would be
changed to the John Shippen Com-
munity Center.

The project would also restore the
basement and the upstairs areas,
which are not currently in use, for
seniors and members of the commu-
nity. The project is estimated to cost
around $1 million, Mr. Poerio said.

“You have to keep the memory of
Shippen in this home and so we will
be meeting the needs of the commu-
nity and memorializing the historical
significance of this place,” he said.

“I have one serious reservation. We
should do our due diligence and spend
money on a historical appraisal to
make sure this is not a landmark,”
Commissioner Stephen Steinbergher
said.

“Appraisals could cost between
$5,000 and $10,000 and we have al-
ready done significant renovations to
the kitchen, the windows [and] added
siding, so I think that we have already
determined that it was not in the past,”
Commissioner James Walsh said.

“I am in favor of moving forward
with this plan,” said Commission
Chairman Ed Zazzali.

The commission had originally
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Joseph Higgins Resigns from
Council, Won’t Run in Election
By ALLISON GIBBONS

and MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – At the beginning
of Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing, Mayor Colleen Mahr an-
nounced Councilman Joseph
Higgins’ resignation from the gov-
erning body, received in writing last
Friday.

“He’s really been a great addition
to us,” she said. “Joe did very well,
and I’m sure that he will be sorely
missed.”

In his letter to the mayor and
council, obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Higgins
said his decision to resign was “due
to personal issues unrelated to any-
thing involving [his] role as a coun-
cilman or [his] participation in bor-
ough activities.”

In a Wednesday morning call with
The Times, Mr. Higgins specified

the reason for his departure. He told
the paper that he’s “going through a
difficult divorce right now that I
thought, frankly, would be over with
at this point.”

He further elaborated, saying, “I
thought I couldn’t be an effective
councilman, run a good campaign
and be involved in the divorce all at
the same time. I thought I would be
shortchanging the other candidates
and the town.”

He also announced that he has
withdrawn his name as a candidate
in this November’s election.

Mr. Higgins was named to the
council at a special meeting held on
August 3, 2004, following the res-
ignation of Councilman Michael
Brennan, who was completing his
first term on council. After being
named to the open seat, Mr. Higgins
won a three-year term in November
2004.

He works for the New Jersey
Schools Development Authority,
formerly New Jersey Schools Con-
struction Corporation. He told the
newspaper that he acquires real es-
tate for school projects in his role
with the authority.

Prior to being named to the coun-
cil, Mr. Higgins had served on the
borough planning board and served
as the chair of the Fanwood Down-
town Advisory Group. Before his
resignation, he acted as the council
representative on the planning
board.

He and his wife, Sherry, moved to
Fanwood five years ago from
Woodbridge and have two children.

The Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee has 15 days to submit three
names to the council, which has 30
days to appoint a member.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed amendments to the munici-
pal budget. The amendments, when
passed, will allow for the use of
extraordinary aid.

“The amendment is necessary to
put the [extraordinary aid] into the
budget,” Fred Tompkins, chief fi-
nancial officer, said.

A public hearing will be held on
August 23, when the council will
vote on the budget.

“The overall increase in the tax
levy is about 4.3 percent compared
to last year,” Mr. Tompkins said.
The fourth-quarter tax bill should
reflect a reduction from the third-
quarter bill to account for the aid,
he said.

As the averaged assessed value
on a home in Fanwood is $85,000,
the decrease between the third and
fourth quarter should be 6.83 per-
cent, or about $161 on average, he
said.

Mayor Mahr said that Fanwood
was one of 70 municipalities in New
Jersey to receive extraordinary aid
from the state.

She then discussed pensions,
which she said are driving the larg-
est increases in the municipal bud-
gets in the state. “This is what’s
driving the increases here… it’s the
things we can’t control,” she said.

“It’s a problem that we don’t have
an answer for at this level,” Mr.
Tompkins said.

The council approved a pubic-
safety ordinance prohibiting U-
turns on Walden Road, in response
to concerns expressed by residents.

Councilwomen Donna Dolce and
Joan Wheeler voted ‘no’ on the or-
dinance. “I still do not think this
will resolve [the problem],” Ms.
Dolce said.

In other business, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell reported that the
plans for the Carriage House have
been submitted, and the $50,000


