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Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
QUIET ON SET!... A teenage actress gets in position for the next take, left, last Thursday during a filming at 658 Boulevard
for a Verizon commercial, set to air in a month, that features a family who discover that their dog has eaten the mother’s
cell phone. Members of the New York City-based production company responsible for the project, Believe Media, right, were
on location from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., shooting both inside and outside the house and continued to film for a different commercial
that involves a family using a GPS system on vacation on Monday at The Treasure Cove on South Avenue.

Arirang Steakhouse Seeks to Use
Basement For Banquet Facility

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — After ap-
proving one set of home modifica-
tions to accommodate disabilities, the
rest of last Thursday’s borough plan-
ning board meeting was spent dis-
cussing Arirang Hibachi Steakhouse
and Sushi Bar’s proposal to use its
basement as a banquet facility. Three
other hearings were delayed until the
board’s September meeting.

Arirang’s attorney, Bradford Bury,
questioned the applicant’s engineer,
Robert Freud, about his conceptual
drawing of a restaurant parking plan.

The plan showed that valets would
use a double-stacked parking scheme,
which Mr. Freud claimed would add
32 spaces to the 88 spaces currently
lined onto the office building lot.
These 120 spaces would supplement
the 104 on the Arirang property.

Questioning by Harold Maltz and
John Chadwick, experts the board
hired, raised concerns about safety
issues and half of the spaces the plan
“added.”

Mr. Bury lent a historical twist to
the case when he called Audrey Rice,
who was the banquet manager at the
Mountainside Inn from 1969 to 1978,
when Laura and Ned Massa owned it.

He called Ms. Rice as a witness to
verify prior use of the basement space.
She recounted how the spaces were
used during that period and peppered
her testimony with historical asides,
saying Ms. Massa’s father had built
the Mountainside Inn as a bowling
alley on what was then Route 29.

Ms. Rice tied the history of the
restaurant’s ownership to her testimony.
Ownership passed from the Massa fam-
ily to the Dasti family in 1978, then to
the Alexus steakhouse in 1993.

Ms. Rice said that basement usage
was abandoned when the Dasti fam-
ily sold the property. She said that
during her tenure it was possible for
more than 500 people to be at the
facility and that the restaurant’s park-
ing lot rarely exceeded its capacity.

A member of the public, Todd Evans,
identified himself as the owner of the
office building next door, whose park-
ing lot Arirang uses to handle overflow
situations. Mr. Evans said his attorney
was unable to attend the hearing.

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
asked him, “Are you taking the posi-
tion this should not proceed?”

“Yes,” Mr. Evans responded.
Arirang seeks variances for two

additional signs: an announcement
sign, which will be placed beneath
the current Arirang sign, and an-
other small sign for the professional
office to be placed in the house be-
hind the restaurant.

The board postponed the hearing
of the proposed C.F.G.R., LLC sub-
division at 151 Wild Hedge Lane,
which may involve a connection to
Westfield’s Orenda Circle, until its
September meeting.

The board also delayed hearings for
Betsy Naulty for an addition at 1406
Orchard Road and Mary and Norm
Grunberg for an addition at 1563 Coles
Avenue. The expansion of the Leigh
Walters home at 1064 Saddle Brook
Road had already been postponed.

The September meeting is sched-
uled for September 13; one resident
noted that that date coincides with
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
HOW’S IT GOING DOWN THERE?...Paul Peyton, Westfield Leader assignment
editor, and intern Kelsi Browning speak with Congressman Michael Ferguson (R-
7) to talk about goings-ons in Washington and discuss local issues relevant to the
upcoming November elections in the Leader offices on Monday.

WF Bd. of Adjustment Hears 4
Appeals, Denies Myrtle Application

By KELSI BROWNING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment heard four ap-
peals in four hours at its meeting on
Monday night.

The most debated appeal of the
night was that of Jeffrey Scotti, who
sought to prove the constitution of a
pre-existing, non-conforming agree-
ment for the use of the property he
owns at 125 Myrtle Avenue.

The debate that took place on Mon-
day was an extension of one that
began in 2005 and continued in March
of 2006, when the town council heard
Virginia Consenza testify on Central
Avenue’s commercial zoning and how
it affects her neighborhood on Myrtle,
which is perpendicular to Central.

The land had previously been used
as a contractor’s storage facility. Mr.
Scotti claimed that the property has

continued to be used in that manner
from 1932 to the present time, with
various other businesses using the
facility in between.

However, since 125 Myrtle Avenue
is situated in a residential area, neigh-
bors have come to complain about the
escalation of noise over the years,
claiming that the site is being used as
an operational facility and not a stor-
age one.

Board Attorney Vince Loughlin
pointed out that in order to maintain a
non-conforming, pre-existing use
agreement, the intensity of the work
done at the named location must not
increase.

On that premise, the board denied
the application on the basis that the
intensity of work done on-site has
augmented over the years, changing
its primary use from solely storage to
operational as well.

Another debated appeal was that of
Andrew and Patricia Ertman of 622
Embree Crescent, who went before
the board again. Their architect, who
had created additional plans for a
water-seepage basin to control runoff
and prevent flooding in the neighbor-
hood, accompanied them.

Neighbors of the Ertmans raised
concerns with regard to the effective-
ness of the basin. They said they had
seen an increase in flooding recently,
which they attributed to the Ertmans’
tennis court and pool.

The board passed a motion to hear
the case at its next meeting with addi-
tional, more in-depth plans for flood

Ferguson Discusses Iraq War,
Bridges, Newark Murders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – From the Iraq War
to increased violence among teenag-
ers to the stability of America’s
bridges and roadways, Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) dis-
cussed a number of local and national
issues during an interview at The
Westfield Leader office on Monday.

Regarding the issue of the Iraq War,
Mr. Ferguson said he has “grave con-
cerns about the situation in Iraq…My
main concern is that we are continu-

ing to put our troops, young Ameri-
can men and women, in harm’s way,
to try and achieve goals in Iraq which
ultimately can’t be met unless the
Iraqis themselves are willing to step
up to the plate and take responsibility
and help us achieve what we all want
to achieve in Iraq, which is peace and
stability.” He blamed the lack of
progress on the Iraqi Parliament.

Mr. Ferguson said following a Sep-
tember report from General David
Petraeus, the U.S. commander in Iraq,
he believes “there will need to be
some major changes made…on the
direction of the Iraq policy.”

When asked whether he sees a troop
reduction, Mr. Ferguson said, “What
we all want is for our troops to come
home as quickly as possible…What
we are trying to sort out right now is
the best way to achieve that.”

He said of an immediate pullout,
“We want our troops to be safe. We
don’t want to put our troops that are
already in Iraq in additional harm’s
way by policies that we implement.”

Of the August 1 collapse of the
Interstate 35 West bridge over the
Mississippi River in Minnesota that
killed nine persons to date, Mr.
Ferguson said, “The infrastructure in
our country is vitally important. It is
important that we not only build new
infrastructure for our economy but
that we maintain the structural integ-
rity of our current infrastructure.”

“In New Jersey this is a particularly
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Cindy Dawley-Gallagher
FLOOD…Motorists on West Holly Street in Cranford steer through floodwaters
brought by heavy rain on August 10. See story on page 3.

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
BLUES TRAVELS FAST...The Chuck Lambert Band performs a variety of powerhouse-blues songs to an enthusiastic
audience at the North Ave. train station parking lot on Tuesday night during Westfield’s Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.

Police Chief Debbie to Vandals:
‘We Will Come and Get You’

BY EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During Tues-
day night’s work session, Mountainside
council members addressed recent van-
dalism in the borough.

Defacement has occurred on mul-
tiple borough-owned properties, in-
cluding the community pool and
Deerfield Elementary School’s bath-
room.

“If you’re caught, you or your fam-
ily will pay for it,” said Mayor Robert
Viglianti. “We are not going to put up
with it.”

Mayor Viglianti said the borough
would start a “no-toler policy and ask
police to heavily enforce it.

“We have spent money on [repair-
ing damages] that could have been
spent on other programs,” he said.

The council reiterated that no per-
son is allowed on board-of-education
property after dark unless he or she is
attending a meeting or event.

Authorities have found suspects
climbing roofs, moving security cam-
eras and leaving human waste in the
bathroom units and jamming them
shut.

“This is not to be done in this
town,” Mayor Viglianti said.

The total cost of the vandalism
damages is estimated between $1,000
and $1,500.

According to Police Chief James
Debbie, the borough hopes to arrest a
juvenile suspected in the acts by the
end of this week. “We have [spoken]
with two juveniles who dimed out
another one involved in the acts,” he
said.

Cameras have been installed at the
community pool and on school
grounds. “Turn around and smile for
the camera,” said Chief Debbie. “We
will come and get you.”

In addition to the vandalism prob-
lem, council members discussed the
wording on a referendum for the pro-
posed community center. “We want to
actually get a pulse of what the com-
munity is saying about it,” said Mayor
Viglianti. “The community center is
an extension to our quality of life.”

The mayor said he wants to see how
the public feels about the community
center before all the work is put in.

Keith Turner, council president,
questioned the referendum and the
long-term effects it might have on the
borough. “I just don’t want every time
we do something with the borough’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Court Hears Cacciola Place
Violations Case on August 8

Jenna Nierstedt and Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
RACCOON HUNTING WE WILL GO…Workers from BOWCO remove a trap
with a dead rabbit in it from the abandoned house at 121 Cacciola Place last
Thursday. The workers set traps to catch raccoons that have been living in the
structure. The proximity of the house to the neighboring home is shown at right.

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Judge Brenda
Coppola Cuba bumped up to last
Wednesday, August 8, the court date
originally set for August 29 regard-
ing health code and property main-
tenance code violations at 121
Cacciola Place.

Judge Cuba said she called every-
one in earlier because she wanted to
resolve the issue as quickly as pos-
sible. “Everyone I wanted here today
is here, and the court thanks you,” she
said.

Present in court were the owner of
the property, Joseph Penyak, and his
attorney, James Flynn; Town Attor-
ney Robert Cockren, accompanied
by registered environmental special-
ist Tanya Moon and Public Works
Project Engineer George Dauber.
Neighbors Arlene Green and Patricia
Lee also were in attendance.

On July 25, Mr. Flynn entered a
‘not-guilty’ plea on behalf of Mr.
Penyak to a property maintenance
code violation and a health code vio-
lation. On that date, Mr. Flynn re-
quested adjournment due to schedul-
ing conflicts, which the court granted
until August 29.

Since the plea was entered, Mr.
Penyak has received six additional
summonses, which may be combined
into one fine at the next court hear-
ing on Wednesday, September 12, if
Mr. Penyak fully cooperates. Other-
wise, if found guilty, he could face
fines of anywhere from $5 to $500
per day since the charges were is-
sued.

Judge Cuba agreed to make the
focal point of the case the recent
charges and to listen to each indepen-

dent of each other and independent of
past events.

Before adjourning to chambers, Mr.
Cockren said the town wants to see
this resolved and that a mechanism
was needed to make the property
owner act.

Court remained in adjournment for
an hour. Upon return, Judge Cuba
stated that a lengthy discussion took
place in chambers to resolve this
matter and that an agreement had
been reached by both parties.

The court ordered that by Thursday
morning, August 9, traps be placed
both inside and outside of the house
at 121 Cacciola Place for raccoons
that have infested the building.

The court ordered Ms. Moon to
inspect the property once a week un-
til the next court date.

Additionally, Mr. Penyak was or-
dered to have the entire house boarded
up by Friday, August 10, at 3 p.m.,
and Mr. Dauber was to inspect the
premises late Friday afternoon or early
Monday morning to ensure that it met
town standards.

Judge Cuba also ordered that Mr.
Penyak complete his board-of-adjust-
ment application by Wednesday, Au-
gust 22.

The judge said she hoped not to see
anyone until the case-management
meeting on September 12.

Before concluding the hearing,
Judge Cuba said, “I do want to cau-
tion that I want full cooperation [from]
your client, Mr. Flynn.”

On Thursday, a bees’ nest located
near the back entrance prohibited the
placement of the cages. Ms. Moon
contacted Mr. Cockren and they
deemed it necessary to wait to go
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