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Westfield Senior Citizen
Housing Welcomes Service Dog

WESTFIELD – Westfield Senior
Citizen Housing residents and staff
have announced the addition of their
new service dog, MacLeod, a two-
year-old male Yellow Lab/Golden
Retriever. Canine Companions are
smart, dependable, loving and eager
to please.

MacLeod’s facilitator is Sharon
Greenbaum, the recreation director
in Building Two. When notified to
attend a team training, Sharon spent
two weeks learning to work with
MacLeod. They graduated together
on May 19 from the CCI Northeast
Region facility in Farmingdale, N.Y.
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing is
the first senior-housing facility in New
Jersey to have a facility dog from
CCI.

MacLeod was raised by a volun-
teer puppy-raising family for 18
months and then matriculated to ad-
vanced training, which lasts a mini-
mum of six months. After mastering
more than 40 specialized commands,
MacLeod joined Sharon in the two-
week class. Graduation marks the
beginning of a new life of loving
partnership and service.

At Westfield Senior Citizen Hous-
ing, MacLeod socializes with resi-
dents and visits apartments of those
who are recovering from illness or
surgery. In addition, he attends all
events at the complex, opens our
electronic doors by pushing the but-
ton and retrieves fallen items, from
a thin piece of paper to a resident’s
cane. He is everyone’s cheerleader
with his gentle, loving nature. His
presence promotes the physical and
mental well being of all who inter-
act with him. Some residents help
with walking and brushing

MacLeod.
The Westfield Rotary Club offers

financial assistance; the Fanwood
Animal Hospital provides MacLeod
with health care at no cost. Reigning
Cats and Dogs, a grooming shop in
Westfield owned by Anne Marie
Forrester, provides grooming at half
price. Financial contributions help
defray the cost of MacLeod’s food,
toys and incidentals.

For more information about
MacLeod and Canine Companions
for Independence, call Sharon at (908)
518-9586.

‘Man With the Crooked
Face’ Seeks $5 Million

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — A former employee
of the Union County Department of
Economic Development is suing the
county for $5 million in Union County
Superior Court.

Robert Travisano, 61, worked as a
special projects manager and pro-
gram development specialist with the
county department for 18 years be-
fore being “forced to retire.”

His attorney, Daniel Fleming of the
Princeton law firm Wong and
Fleming, said the Union County free-
holders and other county officials
subjected Mr. Travisano to “adverse
treatment based upon unlawful dis-
criminatory reasons.”

The complaint charges that county
officials violated the state’s age-
discrimination laws, disability-dis-
crimination laws and civil rights
laws in forcing Mr. Travisano to
retire.

According to the complaint, Mr.
Travisano is disabled and underwent
surgery for prostate cancer and a
brain tumor that left him with pa-
ralysis to his face and a hearing im-
pairment in his left ear. These physi-
cal disabilities, as well as Mr.
Travisano’s “close friendship” with
a political rival of the defendants,
were “motivating factor(s) in the ter-
mination” of Mr. Travisano, the com-
plaint alleges.

“We are going to win this case,”
Mr. Fleming said. “We have a large
amount of provable facts that are not
typical evidence in employment liti-
gation.”

According to the complaint filed in
Union County Superior court in May,
Mr. Travisano was “marginalized”
into a shrinking role, as well as a
shrinking office, in an effort to force
him out at the hands of co-defendants
George Devanney, the county man-
ager, M. Elizabeth Genevich, the
deputy county manager, Alfred Faella,
the director of economic develop-
ment and Charlotte DeFilippo, the
director of the Union County Im-
provement Authority and Union
County Democratic chairman.

According to the complaint, Ms.
DeFilippo called Mr. Travisano the
“man with the crooked face” during a
meeting in her home with political
rival and former Union County Man-
ager Michael LaPolla.

According to the complaint, Ms.
DeFilippo would meet with Mr.
LaPolla to dictate who he should hire
as county consultants and questioned
why his family was “so loyal to the
man with the crooked face.”

According to Mr. Fleming, the
county, at the direction of defen-
dants Devanney and DeFilippo,
“embarked on a malicious cam-
paign” to force Mr. Travisano out
and to punish him for his political
association, his physical disabili-
ties and his age.

The complaint outlines how the
county allegedly cut Mr. Travisano
out of the decision-making process
of his department after he was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer.

Mr. Devanney then allegedly or-
dered Richmond LaPolla, Mr.
Travisano’s supervisor and the brother
of Michael LaPolla, to take away Mr.
Travisano’s county-issued truck,
laptop computer and home desktop
computer.

When Richmond LaPolla refused,
Mr. Devanney transferred him to the
Union County Technical Institute, re-
organized Mr. LaPolla’s department
and sent Mr. Travisano to a three-by-
five-foot cubical in the Department
of Recreation offices.

Sebastian D’Elia, the County
spokesperson, is quoted in the law-
suit as allegedly admitting the county
was “replacing retirees with younger
employees who command lower sala-
ries.”

Mr. D’Elia told The Westfield
Leader/Times the county could not
comment on the ongoing litigation.

The county responded to the law-
suit by filing an answer to the com-
plaint, denying all allegations.

The county’s lawyer, Edward
Kologi of the Edward J. Kologi Law
Offices in Linden, did not return phone
calls regarding the lawsuit.

“We are not impressed with the
answers we have from the county,”
Mr. Fleming said. “Why would any-
one say such a disparaging remark to
ridicule a man who dedicated 18 years
of his life to public service because of
his facial features?”

The case is moving into the discov-
ery phase, in which Mr. Travisano’s
attorneys will seek documents sup-
porting the allegations. Motions to
change venue and drop Ms. DeFilippo
from the defendant list have been
dismissed.

There is no trial date set as of press
time.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHAKING PAWS...Westfield Leader/Times intern coordinator Katie Newingham,
kneeling, shakes paws with MacLeod, Westfield Senior Citizen Housing’s new
service dog, at the newspaper office last week. Also pictures are, left to right,
Leader/Times interns Liza Katz and Kelsi Browning and MacLeod’s facilitator,
Sharon Greenbaum.
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• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site
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When’s the best time
to give your parents all     

�

Today, at

�they deserve?

Assisted Living

�

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. Park Place is pleased to 
provide it for them. If your parents are no longer able to care for themselves or their
home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to consider Park Place. We offer
upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer things in life. Residents enjoy
superior amenities and many opportunities for socialization within a close-knit,
friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options, you can rest assured
that your parents will receive the best care possible. Whether it is for a short-term
respite stay or a long term solution, visit us today and find out why more people are
choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Fanwood Republicans
to Hold Picnic Aug. 18
FANWOOD –Saturday afternoon,

August 18 (rain date, August 25),
Tony Parenti and Joel Stroz, the “Let’s
Make it Better” Fanwood Republi-
can Council Candidates, will host a
picnic at Dave Trumpp’s, 10 Oakwood
Court, Fanwood from 3 to 7 p.m.

Fanwood residents will have the
opportunity to renew their acquain-
tance with former Fanwood Police
Chief Tony Parenti as well as meet
Joel Stroz. Both are candidates for
borough council.

It is expected that the candidates
for the 22nd legislative district, Rose
McConnell, along with Senatorial and
Assembly candidates Bryan
DesRochers and Robert Gatto, will
also attend.

Hamburgers, hot dogs and sausages
with all the fixings will be served
along with soft drinks and beer.

Families are warmly invited. A
donation of $10 per person and $15
per couple is requested for those of
voting age.

THIRST OF FOERST...Westfield Ward 4 Councilman Jim Foerst, who seeks re-
election in November, and Mayor Andy Skibitsky take a lemonade break last
weekend during door-to-door campaigning.

RVSA Struggles With
Project Delays, Regulation

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — Much of the last board
meeting of the board of the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority focused on
problems with projects occurring un-
der the authority’s control. Explosions
that damaged the cogeneration facility
in the spring have stalled work on that
portion of the plant, while a contractor
struggles with county regulation on a
sewer line project, officials said.

The explosions this spring in the
exhaust systems of two of the engines
in the cogeneration facility await re-
pairs; evaluation of what needs replac-
ing and negotiations with J.H. Reid
and Caterpillar/Foley are ongoing.

“Caterpillar has yet to agree to pay
for any of that,” said Michael Brinker,
RVSA interim executive director.

Friction between Union County and
the authority’s contractor is delaying
trunk sewer rehabilitation. A dispute
over the need to close the road in the
park and determining a plan to manage
in-park traffic has stymied the project,
occurring in Rahway River Park.

Completion of the sludge-drying
portion of the plant improvements is
nearing, officials said. “We are look-
ing at July 30 to start processing sludge,
that will be an eight-week process of
testing and evaluating sludge, to make
sure we are meeting all parameters,”

said Manny Parada of Consolidated
Construction Management Services.

On Monday, The Leader/Times
confirmed with the RVSA secretary
that sludge processing has not begun.

Tony Gencarelli, a company em-
ployee, suggested that the authority
hire two full-time attorneys at an es-
timated cost of $200,000 each. He
said he felt that would reduce costs.

According to a statistic he cited,
the authority spent approximately
$541,000 last year on attorney’s fees,
an amount that is roughly one-tenth
of the authority’s total payroll.

Citing complexities in the law, board
chairman Sonny Venturo said, speak-
ing of lawyers, “you must specialize.”

Westfield commissioner Allen Chin
said, “Having a legal company like
Weiner, Lesniak, you have all these
specialty lawyers you can call on…”

“We had big problems some years
ago because of the law firm that we
had, and were all very disappointed
and it cost us a lot of money. I feel
very fortunate, most of us do, that
Brian [Hak] is here representing us,”
said Scotch Plains commissioner Joan
Papen.

The Kenilworth Borough Council
appointed Gregg David to complete
Thomas McHale’s unexpired term as
the borough’s commissioner. Mr.
David will serve until February 1, 2008.

F-SP Rotary Club Makes
Strides on Frazee Restoration

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With grant
funding in the pipeline and the search
for other grants continuing, the com-
mittee overseeing the restoration of
the Revolutionary War-era Frazee
House on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains
plans to move onto shoring up the
building itself before beginning the
“time-consuming task” of restoring
the interior of the 245-year-old house.

Pat Plante, president of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club and head of
the entity formed to oversee the house’s
restoration, told The Leader/Times “a
great deal of work” has been done in
recent months, including a recent ar-
cheological investigation of the house
and the property surrounding it.

Next Wednesday, archeologists from
the Louis Berger Group, will discuss
their findings with the public at a 1
p.m. meeting, sponsored by the Rotary
Club, at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant
in Scotch Plains. Admission is free.

Last year, the township council
leased the one-acre tract of land on
which the Frazee House is situated to
the restoration organization for a 50-
year period. The project is part of the
centennial celebration of rotary clubs
around the world, with each local
chapter adopting a lifetime-sustain-
ing project for its community.

The house, near the corner of Terrill
and Raritan Roads, has sat unused
since 1997 when the adjacent Terry-
Lou Zoo closed its doors. The rotary
club seeks to refurbish the building
and surrounding grounds and turn it
into a museum as well as a place for
community meetings, educational ac-
tivities and other uses.

Ms. Plante said Benjamin Moore
Co. recently donated the paint used to
repaint the house’s exterior. A replica
of Betty Frazee, the house’s matron,
was put up on the front of the build-
ing. “Hopefully, it’s looking better
these days,” Ms. Plante said.

She said that Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary-Frazee House Inc., the nonprofit
entity set up to oversee the restoration,
recently learned it will receive a com-
munity development block grant that
will be used to replace the roof – news
that Ms. Plante termed “very exciting.”

The committee also plans to work
on the building’s foundation and will
apply for grants to fund that aspect of
the project. Afterwards, work will
focus on the interior, which Ms. Plante
said is “really going to be hard part,”
given the amount of detailed work
that will need to be done.

Two community-wide direct-mail
fundraising efforts in May 2006 and
May 2007 were “very successful,” and
Ms. Plante said the group is close to the
original fundraising goals set when the
project got underway two years ago.

The group seeks to raise about $1
million for the three-phase refurbish-
ment effort that started with the stabili-
zation and clean up of the building and
will include the repair of its exterior.

The second phase will entail the reno-

vation of the building’s interior; the
third phase will consist of exterior land-
scaping and the placement of displays
and other items inside the house. The
project will also involve the re-creation
of a barn and other outbuildings that
were formerly sited on the property.

Upcoming fundraising efforts in-
clude a casino night at Shackamaxon
Country Club on November 2.

Other publicity includes periodic
airings on local television of Two
Lords and a Lady, a video depicting
the history of the house and Betty
Frazee that was produced last year.

During the Revolutionary War, leg-
end has it that when British Generals
Charles Cornwallis and William
Howe (portrayed in the video by
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and former Fanwood Mayor Louis
Jung, respectively) were in the area,
they were drawn to the Frazee House
by the aroma of freshly baked bread.

When Ms. Frazee opened the door,
the men asked for some of her bread.
She agreed, but told them she was
doing it more out of fear than love.
Insulted by her remark, the two gen-
erals became angry, refused the bread
and headed towards Westfield.

Frazeehouse.org, the group’s
website, includes project information
and ways to contribute. The rotary
club’s website, fsprotary.org, also in-
cludes information on the project and
the club’s activities.


