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POLICE BLOTTER

not hurt.
The chief said the interior suffered

“moderate smoke and water damage
in addition to damage to stained-glass
windows.”

The Rev. Brian Nicklaus, the min-
ister, told The Westfield Leader he
attributes what happened to a light-
ning storm that occurred on Friday
night. He thinks flames, while not
noticed until Saturday, “smoldered
throughout the day.”

Mr. Nicklaus said when he entered
the church at 3 p.m. on Saturday, he
“hadn’t noticed anything (unusual)
inside.” He said he had “smelled some-
thing funny, but it didn’t seem signifi-
cant.”

The only things he noticed were
that the answering machine was
“fried” during the night, and the lights
at the intersection were out.

As of Monday, he said there was a
tarp over the corner of the roof cover-
ing an estimated five-by-five-foot
hole.

Noting the fire department did a
“great job” handling the situation, he
said, “I wish we could thank that
person who called in.”

Despite the damage, he said that
the congregation met at normal times
for services on Sunday.

“That was a blessing,” he said.
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Church Fire

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
LADDER 1...Fanwood is proud of their new fire truck and residents enjoy the
wetdown celebration last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: firefighter Kris
Piccola, Fanwood Fire Chief David Ziegler and Asst. Fire Chief John Piccola.

Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
CHURCH FIRE...The Echo Lake Church of Christ, located at the intesection of
Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street in Westfield, sustained a two-alarm fire
Saturday evening. Despite what Fire Chief Dan Kelly called“extensive damage”
to the roof, Sunday morning services took place as scheduled. The fire is under
investigation by the Union County Fire Investigation Task Force.

Residents Begin to Receive
Property-Tax Bills This Month

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — As local residents began
to receive their property-tax bills this
month, Westfield residents also ob-
tained a letter from the town outlin-
ing where each tax dollar goes.

As reported in The Westfield Leader
last week, roughly 80 percent of resi-
dents’ tax bills in most area towns do
not go to municipal government.
About 60 percent of property tax bills
are spent on education, and about 20
percent more goes to Union County.

Westfield’s town budget is approxi-
mately $36 million, with about $20
million coming from property taxes
and the remainder from a mix of fees,
fines, state aid, last year’s surplus and
other sources, said Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea.

As outlined in the letter mailed to
residents, about $16 million goes to
wages and salaries, with police ($5.8
million), fire ($3.2 million) and pub-
lic works ($2.9 million) making up
about three-fourths of that expense,
Mr. Gildea continued.

Westfield’s operations budget
makes up another $3.1 million, with
public works utilizing $1.3 million to
support plowing, patching roads, land-
scaping and the like. An additional
$475,000 goes to support the police
department, mostly for communica-
tions technology, said Mr. Gildea.

The regional health department re-
ceives about $215,000, and the re-
mainder of the town’s operational
budget is sliced into about 40 more
relatively small pieces, said Mr.
Gildea.

Debt service consumes a portion
of most area town budgets. In the
case of Westfield, Mr. Gildea said
about $1.5 million is used for paying
down bond issues and for town
projects including road improve-
ments, capital equipment like trucks,
sanitary and storm sewer upgrades
and improvements to municipal
buildings, parks and fields.

All area towns face mandated costs,
which often lead to higher taxes for
residents. Largest among them, ac-
cording to Mr. Gildea, is Westfield’s
$2.2 million charge for sewerage,
billed to the town by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority.

Pension contributions are expected
to rapidly increase due to prior under-
funding, said Mr. Gildea. Westfield
must pay about $1.5 million to fund
pensions. Another $500,000 goes to
the costs of fire hydrants this year.

One last mandated item in the
town’s budget is a reserve for uncol-
lected taxes. In Westfield, that amount
is equal to $1.9 million, though Mr.
Gildea said if all goes well, it will
prove unnecessary and will be car-
ried over to next year.

State law also mandates a formula
that determines each town’s contri-
bution to its public library.
Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
said in the last four years, the
Mountainside library has seen “about
a 60 percent increase in funding.”

Describing it as typical of anti-
quated laws, Mayor Viglianti said
this law dates from 1945. It was re-
vised in the 1970s. He said the law

made sense when property assess-
ments grew due to increasing popula-
tion, but when the valuations don’t
impact library patronage, it doesn’t
make sense. Westfield’s library pay-
ment is about $2.4 million.

Union County receives what
amounts to the other half of our non-
school property taxes, said Union
County spokesperson Sebastian
D’Elia. About 58 percent of the
county’s $414.3 million budget comes
from taxes, and the remaining per-
cent comes mostly from the state and
federal governments.

The county spends about $116 mil-
lion for health and welfare, said Mr.
D’Elia. Year 2006 census data put
Union County’s population at 531,088
and found that 9.1 percent of the
populous is below the poverty level.

Since the county runs the area’s
welfare programs, the issue of pov-
erty in the area affects 28 percent of
the county’s budget, said Mr. D’Elia.
That percentage includes funding for
facilities like Runnells Specialized
Hospital and programs for the aged.

Union County spends another $90
million, or roughly 21 percent of the
annual budget, on items in the gen-
eral government category, which Mr.
D’Elia said covered most of the
county’s operational costs, including
items like plowing county roads, ad-
ministrative functions and the like.
Because Mr. D’Elia is not directly
involved with the budgetary process
and did not have time to check this
information with anyone, he stressed
that the aforementioned information
was only his understanding of the
budget.

Regulation, which includes the
county police, consumes about $65
million, or approximately 13 percent
of the budget. Debt service makes up
another $40.5 million, just under 10
percent of this year’s county spend-
ing.

Municipal and county spending
represents only about 40 percent of a
citizen’s property tax bill.

Westfield
Monday, July 30, a board of education

employee reported that the screens to
several windows at Franklin School at
700 Prospect Street were punctured with
holes and tears in an act of vandalism.

Tuesday, July 31, Martin Diaz, 27, of
Roselle was arrested at Elizabeth Police
Headquarters for contempt of court out of
Westfield. He was held in lieu of $500 bail.

Thursday, August 1, Brian Mundy, 19,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant for a town code viola-
tion. He was held in lieu of $110 bail.

Thursday, August 2, Robert Pettiford,
49, of Elizabeth was arrested for on an
outstanding Elizabeth warrant following a
motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill Road
and Old Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. He
posted $83 bail and was released.

Thursday, August 2, John Costaney of
Linden, 47, was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
and Ayliffe. He was released on recogni-

zance pending an August 8 court date.
Thursday, August 2, George Faraison,

40, of Elizabeth was arrested at NJ Transit
Police Headquarters at Penn Station in
Newark on an outstanding Westfield war-
rant. Faraison was in default of $200 bail
pending transport to Union County jail.

Friday, August 3, Wynetta L. Belle, 25,
of Westfield was arrested and charged with
DWI at Kimball and Mountain Avenues
following a motor vehicle stop. Belle was
additionally charged with resisting arrest.
She was released on recognizance to a sober
adult with a court date of August 8.

Saturday, August 4, Marita J. Corpening
of East Orange, 26, was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams mari-
juana following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Park Street. She was
also charged with outstanding warrants out
of Roseland for $1,500, Newark for $300
and Cedar Grove for $250. Corpening posted
bail and was released on summonses pend-
ing an August 23 court date.

Sunday, August 5, Walter F.
Dallenbach Jr., 44, of Milltown was ar-
rested in municipal lot no. 7 for an out-
standing $190 South Brunswick warrant.

Monday, August 6, Antonie Tucker,
36, of Newark was arrested at Central and
Starlight Avenues for an outstanding $89
Clifton warrant.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 26, William D. Thomp-

son, 46, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant for
$849 by Roselle police. He was trans-
ported to the Union County jail.

Thursday, August 2, Jamar McCormick,
23, of Plainfield, was arrested at his home
in Plainfield following an accident he was
involved in Route 22 east in Mountainside
on July 26, police said. He was charged
with driving while on the suspended list,
careless driving and receiving stolen prop-
erty for being in possession of a stolen
vehicle. He was issued summonses for
leaving the scene of an accident and failure
to report an accident, police said.

Monday, July 30, Rony Alejandro A.
Hernandez, 23, was arrested and charged
with driving while on the suspended list and
theft. He was also arrested for outstanding
warrants out of Plainfield and Piscataway
for $500 and $138, respectively. Hernandez
was initially stopped for improper passing
on Route 22 east. He was also issued sum-
monses for failure to observe a signal.

Tuesday, July 31, Juan C. Lopez
Gonzalez, 21, of Plainfield, was arrested
for providing a false name, date of birth,
phone number and provided a false New
Jersey vehicle registration card. He was
initially stopped on Route 22 east for
failure to wear a seatbelt.

Tuesday, July 31, Mario R. Ronquillo,
20, of Plainfield, was arrested and charged
with tampering with public records for giv-
ing police a fake resident alien card with his
picture on it and a fake Social Security card.

Wednesday, August 1, Ahmad C.
Domino, 33, of Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with driving on the suspended
list. He was released at the scene. Domino
was stopped on Route 22 west and Justin
Place for displaying a temporary registra-
tion tag with an obstructed view.

Wednesday, August 1, Rafael H. Lopez,
33, of Plainfield, was arrested and charged
with driving while on the suspended list.
He was stopped by policed for making an
unsafe lane change.

Thursday, August 2, Stewart S. Daniels,
24, of Bethlehem, Pa., was arrested for an
outstanding state police warrant out of
Asbury Park. He was issued summonses
for speeding, reckless driving and im-
proper passing.

Friday, August 3, Yolanda V. Sales,
32, of Newark, was arrested and charged
with driving while on the suspended list.
Sales was stopped for a suspended regis-
tration. Police impounded the vehicle.

Saturday, August 4, Sundeep H. Patel,
32, of Franklin Lakes was arrested and
charged with DWI.

Saturday, August 4, Philip G. Masi, 44,
of Belleville was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault on police, crimi-
nal mischief and resisting arrest at a Sum-
mit Road residence he was staying as a
guest. He was transported to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Police said several items in the home
were found damaged and thrown around
and blood was discovered throughout the
house before police found Masi in a bed-
room in a “combative” state.

Sunday, August 5, Alberto Goncalves,
28, of Elizabeth, was arrested and charged
with simple assault for striking and chok-
ing another individual.

Sunday, August 5, Philip Budram, 37,
of Maplewood was arrested on two ATS
warrants by Maplewood Township Court.
He was also issued summonses for an
unsafe lane change and failure to exhibit
documents. He was stopped for making
an improper lane change.

Sunday, August 5, the owner of vehicle
parked at the Mountainside Community
Pool reported that their sunroof was shat-
tered. Damage to the vehicle was $1,000.

Scotch Plains
Friday, August 3, a Prospect Avenue

resident reported criminal mischief to her
vehicle.

Friday, August 3, a resident of East
Second Street reported receiving several
harassing phone calls.

Saturday, August 4, a resident reported
her wallet stolen from her vehicle while
parked in the Highland Swim Club lot.

Monday, August 6, a resident from
Glenside Avenue reported that her pock-
etbook was stolen from her vehicle.

Monday, August 6, Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church reported
that someone stole a rug valued at $2,000
from the building.

his day in court and hopefully this
will be resolved.”

At last week’s town council meet-
ing, Jacqueline Thiam of West Dudley
Avenue questioned the town’s re-
sponse in the matter. “I am confident
if that was happening on Dudley Av-
enue, we wouldn’t be having this
conversation right now.”

On Tuesday, Second Ward Coun-
cilman JoAnn Neylan rebutted Ms.
Thiam’s claim, saying, “We care about
the situation regardless of where the
location is.”

Third Ward Councilman David
Haas said the July 31 council meeting
was the first time this issue was
brought to his attention and that he
was “very dismayed.”

“I don’t know if the town is doing
everything they can,” said Mr. Haas.
“I think in serious health situations,
we have power to go in and take
action. We have power to force own-
ers’ hands, but it takes time.”

Although the future plans for the
current structure are undergoing the
legal process, the raccoons are still an
issue.

Last Thursday, August 2, Second
Ward Councilwomen Ms. Neylan and
Ms. Kimmins went to Cacciola Place
to meet with the owners of 119
Cacciola, Ms. Green and Patricia Lee.

It was at this meeting that Ms.
Neylan and Ms. Kimmins informed
the neighbors that the health depart-
ment would write summonses to Mr.
Penyak every day “until the situation
is remedied – and that doesn’t mean
little cages but actually getting at the
source of the problem,” said Ms.
Neylan. “The town is not going to
abide this situation anymore.”

On the morning of August 2, The
Leader spoke with Westfield health
department’s registered environmen-
tal health specialist, Tanya Moon, who
said that she had still not seen any
changes and decided to continue to
charge Mr. Penyak with “condition
that engenders the breeding of ver-
min.” She said she would “continue
to issue one everyday until I see a
change in the roofline.”

Later that afternoon, Ms. Green in-
formed The Leader that Mr. Penyak’s
roofers had “stopped by” and patched
up some areas of the roof.

Ms. Moon said in response, “The
areas that I was concerned about have
been sealed up,” but she still issued
one last summons on August 3 even
after the initial patch ups because,
she said, she felt the problem was
“insufficiently solved.”

Ms. Moon returned to the property
on August 7 to find that the other area
she was concerned about had been
patched up as well. “I am not going to
issue any more summonses,” she said.
However, Ms. Moon said she would
still monitor the property to make
sure cages are in place and that trap-
ping continues.

“That is only one aspect of it,” said
Ms. Neylan in response to the patch-
work completed by Mr. Penyak’s roof-
ers. “[Mr. Penyak] was instructed to

get to the source. I will not be satis-
fied with band-aid solutions. [The
town] is not going to stop until this
situation is rectified.”

After reading last week’s issue of
The Leader, Mr. Penyak said, “I called
the exterminator and yelled at him…I
pay him [the exterminator, BOWCO],
I ask him to go ahead and do what he’s
got to do. And he swore to me that
he’s only catching squirrels.”

The Leader contacted Alco Animal
and Pest Control office manager Mark
Constantino to inquire as to their opin-
ion regarding this situation.

In these circumstances, Alco rec-
ommends the one-way tunnel method,
a device that gets attached to the
entrance holes that allows the ani-
mals only an exit and not reentrance.
Once all the animals are out, the holes
are then sealed for good.

When asked if the method of trap-
ping used by BOWCO at 121 Cacciola
Place was an appropriate method,
Mr. Constantino replied, “No. What
they’re doing is capturing raccoons
and taking them away, but the en-
trances are still there and the smell is
there, so they’ll keep coming back.
It’s an ongoing problem with trap-
ping and is not an ultimate solution.”

“To put the situation into perspec-
tive, there are raccoons, rats and squir-
rels – among other things – all over
town,” said Mr. Gildea. “We even had
an issue with raccoons living right by
my office in the municipal building.
This isn’t something that people like
to hear, but this is something the town
deals with. We know that this is an
infestation, but the town is doing ev-
erything they can to do something
about it.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cacciola Place Raccoons

SP Resident Continues Fight
For 9/11 Victims’ Remains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — A township resi-
dent leading requesting New York City
officials to remove the remains of vic-
tims of the World Trade Center (WTC)
attacks from a landfill said that legal
roadblocks and a slow-moving justice
system have not deterred her.

Diane Horning, whose son, Mat-
thew, died in the September 11 attacks
in 2001, told The Westfield Leader
that while “there are times when I lose
hope, I can’t forget it.”

In 2002, Mrs. Horning and her hus-
band, Kurt, helped found WTC Fami-
lies for Proper Burial to push for the
removal of the ashes of their loved
ones from StatenIsland’s Fresh Kills
Landfill, where they have been since
the WTC clean-up.

Matthew Horning, a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
was employed by Marsh McLennan
and worked in the WTC.

Initially, the group sought to have
the victims’ ashen remains moved from
the landfill to the WTC site and urged
government officials in New Jersey,
New York state and New York City to
make that happen.

With the WTC site no longer a prac-
tical option for the remains due to site
construction, the group has presented
alternative locations, including another
area of the Fresh Kills site that is not
used for garbage disposal. Although
“it’s not my first choice,” Mrs. Horning
said it would be “the least expensive
and fastest” alternative. “Any location
is OK as long as it’s not in a garbage
dump.” However, city officials said
plans are in the works to develop a
marina in that area of Fresh Kills.

The group’s other alternatives in-
clude Governor’s Island in New York
Harbor and Shanksville, Pa.,  where
the fourth hijacked plane crashed after
departing from Newark Airport. “Now,
we’re looking for any respectful loca-
tion,” Mrs. Horning said. The group
wants markers for each  victim and a
flag for each country that lost a citizen.

Most recently, the group filed a com-
plaint in U.S. district court in New York
seeking to “rectify an egregious wrong”
that occurred when WTC debris  —
which was sifted for evidence, human
remains and personal property but still
contained the ashen remains of victims
whose bodies had not been fully recov-
ered — was then commingled with
household waste dumped at the land-
fill. The complaint states this was done
despite promises from the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation and New York
City officials that the remains would be
kept separate from the household de-
bris deposited at the site.

Mrs. Horning said a judge would
determine whether the lawsuit could
proceed to court. Attorneys for both
sides favor oral arguments in federal
court before the judge issues a decision.

“I would prefer oral arguments,”
she said, because “there is lots to ex-
plain” about how city officials  handled
matters since the terrorist attacks. The

city, in filing its own motion to dismiss
the case, is arguing that the group and
the individual families involved have
no legal standing to bring a complaint.

Mrs. Horning said she visited the
Fresh Kills site recently and said ero-
sion there is “really bad.” In a “deeply
eroded” pit she was able to stand in,
Mrs. Horning said she could see “a lot
of things” including some firefighter
equipment and clothing and a key that
was marked “World Trade Center.”

“It was disconcerting to see,” she
said; “it makes you wonder what’s wash-
ing into the Arthur Kill River” that runs
between Staten Island and New Jersey.

Mrs. Horning was critical of local
leaders, particularly New York Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, who has refused
to “ even consider” the families’
wishes, she said. “He’s the problem.”

She also said Governor Jon Corzine,
during his gubernatorial campaign
two years ago, personally offered to
submit an amicus curiae (friend of
the court) brief on behalf of the fami-
lies. After his election, when Mrs.
Horning met him at a reception, she
said the Governor told her, “I owe
you something. I haven’t forgotten.”

Paperwork submitted to Mr. Corzine
concerning the promised brief was
repeatedly mislaid, she said, and even-
tually the Governor’s staff told her the
Governor would be setting an unwise
precedent by submitting such a brief.

Mrs. Horning said she has asked to
meet with the Governor, telephoned
his staff and written letters but has not
heard from him since they spoke at
the reception early last year.

“I don’t know why they won’t let me
talk to him. [The Governor] needs to
be told that New Jersey lost 700 people”
on September 11. She said he needs to
be reminded of a state law compelling
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey to remove the remains
from the landfill for proper burial.

Mrs. Horning urged people to “bom-
bard” Mayor Bloomberg, the New York
City Council, New York Governor Eliot
Spitzer, Governor Corzine and legis-
lators with letters demanding action.
She said letters to newspapers would
draw attention to her group’s efforts.

Mrs. Horning said, “The media
should be aware that [the city] will
not permit journalists on the site [at
Fresh Kills]. What are they hiding?”

The group needs financial support,
she said; years of legal wrangling
have been costly. “We have no funds
left,” she said. “We don’t know what
we’re going to do if the judge permits
oral arguments” in the case. Mean-
while, “the city has limitless coffers.”

Years of fighting, unsuccessfully so
far, for proper burial of the remains of
her son and others have not discour-
aged her, Mrs. Horning says.

“I can’t give up. You have to fight to
the death for some things, and this is
one of them,” she said.

See wtcfamiliesforproperburial.com
for more information. Send donations
to WTC Families for Proper Burial,
P.O. Box 236, Fanwood, N.J., 07023.

Second WF Sidewalk
Sale Set for Aug. 24-26
WESTFIELD – After the Down-

town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
received a number of requests for an
additional sidewalk sale, the mayor
and town council have provided per-
mission for an additional sidewalk
sale promotion from Friday, August
24, through Sunday, August 26.

The annual sidewalk-sale days were
originally held this year from July 12
through July 15.
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Westfield Council
such as TV-36, that are currently only
available to Comcast subscribers.

Ms. Marlowe, in her letter to
Verizon, said, “The Office of Cable
Television is requesting that Verizon
keep us informed of the progress of
accommodations being made to ful-
fill these requests. Please provide an
initial update by August 27, 2007.”

Her letter continued, “It should be
noted that if the town and Verizon are
unable to reach a mutual agreement
regarding these issues, either party can
file with the (BPU) for intervention.”

In a letter that appeared in last week’s
Westfield Leader, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), re-
quested that the Governor’s office “in-
tervene to attempt to work out the
differences between existing provid-
ers and Verizon in order that citizens
will have access to local emergency
information.”

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca thanked Congressman
Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) for his efforts
in securing $100,000 to upgrade the
Westfield Police Department’s com-
munications capabilities.

The money is included in the an-
nual appropriations bill that finances
the Commerce, Justice and Science
Departments and other agencies.

The House approved its version of
the bill on July 26 by a 281 to 142
count. Angie Lundberg, communica-
tions director for Mr. Ferguson, said
the Senate, which must conduct its
vote before the measure is sent to the
White House in the fall, reported the

bill out of committee.
After the meeting, Mr. Ciarrocca

told the press that the money would be
used to replace old Motorola radios.

During the meeting, he said the
radios are “antiquated,” noting the
manufacturer doesn’t make the parts
for them anymore. He said the de-
vices do not currently allow the de-
partment to correspond with neigh-
boring towns in mutual-aid situations.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REOPENING THIS FALL...Reconstruction of Charlie Brown’s Restaurant in
Scotch Plains shows signs of progress. A January 24 fire completely destroyed the
original structure.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
OH, DEER...Two deer stroll across the lawn of a Tice Place residence in Westfield
last Thursday morning.

Publisher’s Note:
Regarding inquiries from read-

ers desiring to make a donation to
the families of the brutally mur-
dered youths in Newark last Satur-
day night, Dawn McPhee, Assis-
tant to the Mayor, told The Westfield
Leader that the office was “in the
middle of setting up a fund” for the
victims’ families where our readers
could send their contributions. As
soon as the information is avail-
able, we will post it at goleader.com.


