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LOU CERCHIO HITS 2 DBLS, 2 RBI; MIONE 2-RUN TPL

Russell Road Score 11 in 5th,
Sink Midway Ave. Men, 12-6

BRADY LAU BLASTS 2 HRS, 5RBI; ALEX LAU 3-RUN HR

Deegan Roofers Crunch ACI
In A Division Playoffs, 21-4

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLOWING HIS WAY INTO THIRD BASE…Russell Road baserunner Louie Santana glides safely into third base during
the playoff game at LaGrande Park in Scotch Plains. Russell pounded 11 runs in the fifth to help defeat Midway 12-6.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Deegan Roofing hammered 32 hits
to nail down an easy, 21-4 victory
over ACI in the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League A Division playoffs
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on July 25.

Roofer Brady Lau set the pace with
two gigantic home runs, a double and
five RBI. Alex Lau launched a three-
run homer and tapped three singles.
Kevin Woodring went 3-for-5, in-
cluding a double and two RBI, and
pitcher Al Betau went 3-for-3 and
scored two runs. Marty ‘Mayor’
Marks hammered a pair of singles,
accumulated four RBI and swiped
home plate. Steve Brainard cracked
four hits and scored a pair of runs and
Frank Bender singled twice and
scored a run. Matt Walsh, Pat Nigro
and Matt Betau each tacked three
singles. Jeff Bendix had two hits and
Jerry Isolda scored a run.

The first act of defensive wizardry
surfaced in the top of the third inning
when Marks made a fabulous catch in
leftfield. Roofer shortstop Bendix
demonstrated cat-like agility by halt-
ing three vicious line drives, and
Brainard made a huge impact at first.
In the fifth, Marks made an alert play
for a putout to hold runners at bay.

Team captain Matt LaCross led
ACI’s 12-hit total with two doubles
and two runs scored and Walker Evans

yanked a double and a single. Mike
McClain, Bill Keehan and Jason
Kuhns each finished with two hits.
Anthony Miccio had a single and an
RBI, Ray Hall scored a run and Toni
Pangi contributed a hit.

ACI’s McClain made three super
diving stops at shortstop. Outfielders
Keenan, Hall and Larry Adamowski
maintained presence of mind to record
10 putouts.

“I think we have a good mix of age
and youth. Like you said, the goal
today was to single them to death, and
then we had some unexpected power
from our speedsters. Everything they
hit, they’re on second base and they
had some pop in their bats too, while
in the outfield they play real nice,”
said Deegan team captain Brainard.
“It’s a nice compliment to our guys
who have been playing a long time
such as Marks, Bender and (Tom)
Straneiro.”

ACI banked a run in the top of the
first when McClain slapped a single
and scored on Miccio’s sac fly to
right. Deegan plated a run in the bot-
tom of the first and added two in the
second. Bendix walked and scored
on a sac fly by Bender in the first.
Nigro and Alex Lau ripped back-to-
back singles, Al Betau nailed an RBI
single and Isolda thumped a long
sacrifice fly ball to left center.

Deegan tacked on six runs in the
third beginning with Woodring’s

double. Walsh ripped a single and
“way to be” Marks hammered a two-
run single. Betau and Nigro tacked
singles, and an alert Marks swiped
home plate. Brady Lau stepped up
and launched his three-run shot to
give Deegan a 9-1 cushion.

In the fifth, ACI’s LaCross doubled
and Hall added an RBI sac fly. Deegan
immediately plated three more runs
to its total. Matt Betau drilled a sting-
ing single and scored on Nigro’s single
to right. Alex Lau singled, Matt Lau
pounded a double and Al Betau drew
a walk. Brainard ripped a two RBI
single.

Then in the sixth, Deegan roughed
up the plate with eight runs, making
the score 20-2. Alex Lau jacked his
three run blast to right center. Brainard
and Marks each yanked two-run
singles and Brady Lau hammered an
RBI double.

ACI scored two runs in the seventh,
highlighted by LaCross’s two-run
double. Deegan scored a run in the
eighth on a sac fly by Al Betau.

When asked to comment on Al
Betau’s pitching, Brainard said, “Best
pitcher in the world! You know that.
We should not be saying that because
it will go right to his head. Al does a
great job. He mixes the ball in and
out, has a nice bat and the confidence
to get it done.”
ACI 100 010 200 4
Deegan Roofing 126 038 01x 21

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Powerful Russell Road of the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Associa-
tion League (FOMSA) refused to let an
early deficit get them down and battled
back with an 11-run, fifth inning pound-
ing to sink Midway Avenue, 12-6, in
first round playoff action at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood on July 26.

Lou Cerchio provided power by
clocking a double in the fourth inning
and a two-run double in the fifth. Mike
Mione slipped a perfect bunt single,
drilled a two-run triple and swiped
home. Tony Melendez rapped a pair of
RBI singles and Eric Barlow bashed a
two-run double. Chris Donovan
plunged a double and whacked an RBI
single, Jack Todard added a run and
Luke Cerchio chopped a single and
scored a run. Louie Santana, Ed Barlow
and Craig Gibson each had a hit in the
14-hit attack.

“First time through the lineup we
could not get the job done and were
down, 6-0. After that we started drop-
ping them in. Our pitching and de-
fense tightened and we shut them
down the rest of the way. With our
starting third baseman (Anthony
Blasi) out of the lineup, we had to
make a few switches defensively but

everything came together nicely,” said
Russell team captain Luke Cerchio.

Midway starting pitcher Tony Ciulio
baffled the Russell hitting machine,
limiting it to a bunt single and one
double through four innings. Russell
starting pitcher Ed Barlow limited
Midway to just eight hits. Midway’s
Jay White legged out a single and
clouted a two-run double, and Steve
Ditrilio triggered an RBI single and
scored a run. Jerry Bianco, Matt Cahill,
Larry Lagidis, Drew Koski and Frank
DiGiovanni each jolted singles.

Midway shortstop Bianco snagged
a pair of stinging line drives and Cahill
at second, dove to knock down a
possible run-producing single in the
fourth inning. Aside from Ditrilio’s
great coverage in leftfield, Meade in
left center and Lagidis in center dam-
aged Russell with several alert plays.

Midway came out guns blazing in
the top of the first inning. Bianco worked
a walk and swiped second, White
whacked a single and Ditrilio cracked
an RBI single. After White hollered,
“Come on, load ‘em up!” Ed Perez
responded with a walk and Cahill fired
a two-run double to left-centerfield.

Midway kept Russell reeling with
two runs in the second and one in the
third to make the score 6-0, highlighted

by White’s two-run double in the sec-
ond and Ciulio’s sac fly in the third.

Russell humbly touched home plate
in the fourth after Luke Cerchio
wailed, “Lets’ break the seal.” Santana
led off with a single, Lou Cerchio
spanked a ball that jarred the fence
for a double, while Santana later
pulled in home on an error.

In the fifth, 14 Russell men accom-
panied by a host of tainted Midway
fielding plays pushed across 11 runs.
Santana started the onslaught with a
walk and Lou Cerchio followed with
his two-run double. Luke Cerchio
lifted an RBI sac fly, Chris Donavan
belted in an RBI single and Todard
tapped an RBI single. Mione ham-
mered a two-run triple and swiped
home on a sleeper. Eric Barlow
crunched a two-run double and Tony
Melendez poked an RBI single.

“We came out tough and took a 6-
1 lead. After that, we had that total
defensive break down,” said Midway
team captain Ditrilio. “I have to give
them credit. They held up, scored a
bunch of runs, while we sat back and
gave up.” Midway’s Manny Perez
effectively handled the sixth inning
with a two-hit relief job.
Midway Ave. 3 2 1 0   0  0 0 6
Russell Road 0 0 0 1(11)0 x 12

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR…Deegan’s Jerry Isolda awaits a charging ACI Larry Adamowski under a cloud of dust at second
base. The Deegans danced to a, 21-4, victory on July 26 at Jerseyland in Scotch Plains.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS BERWICK CHASE COLONIAL $749,000
Located in the premier community of Berwyck Chase, this custom Colonial style home boasts a most
sensible floor plan combined with quality upgrades & amenities.  Set on a beautifully landscaped lot and
moments from shops, schools and transportation.  (052111297)

WESTFIELD CHARMING CAPE $529,000
Updated 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Cape Cod with a 2001 addition of 2 bedrooms and bath.  Newer plumbing,
electrical, windows, Timberline roof, siding.  Living room with wood-burning fireplace and gas fireplace in
the finished basement.  Eat-In kitchen with newer appliances and formal dining room.  Professionally
landscaped property and fenced yard.  (052111084)

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/5  1-5PM $549,999
Welcome to this 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Colonial.  Renovated from the ground up in 2003, the
open floor plan is perfect for family life.  1st floor offers a living room w/fireplace, formal dining room,
family room & eat-in kitchen.  The sliders in the kitchen lead to a tiered deck afforded privacy by a
completely fenced yard.  The three 2nd fl. bedrooms include a master w/private bath.  The finished
basement recreation room, cedar walk-in closet & laundry room complete this terrific home.  DIR: Rt.
22W to Central #223  (052111090)

WESTFIELD TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY VICTORIAN $975,000
Just steps from Westfield’s charming downtown, this lovely Victorian is the perfect place to call home.  The
welcoming wrap-around porch leads you to a foyer with original woodwork, beamed ceiling & stained glass
window.  Conveniences of this century, such as an updated kitchen, 3 ½ newer bathrooms live harmoniously
with original moldings, pocket doors, hardwood floors & 4 bedrooms.  (052111059)

WESTFIELD PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY $1,789,000
Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH Colonial residence boasts 4,000 SF of luxury
plus an additional 1,700 SF of finished basement w/full bath.  A regal stone façade with Hardi-Plank ™
siding, 3 car garage and substantial property are just the beginning.  Amenities include a 2-story foyer with
solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors level 1 & 2, formal living and
dining rooms featuring mahogany inlays and tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast
room, master retreat with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa like bath, full walk-up
attic and more!  (0520001589)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Weichert Gold® Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, and
an initial A.P.R. of 7.340%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter
subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insur-
ance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 6/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 13.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2968.75 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth
in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5579.89 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ
Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000
SF gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed
level of excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his &
her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury.  Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with
fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented
with custom designed ceilings.  An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also
include granite tops, pantry and a butler’s pantry adjoining an elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more.  Work with the
builder now to make this house your home!  Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283  (052001359)

BUY FOR $2,613/MO. BUY FOR $3,558/MO.

BUY FOR $2,513/MO. ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


