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REICHLE, CORBO, BELFORD AMASS NINE HITS, 8 RBI

Legionnaires Rip KMD Tuning
In Pitching Masterpiece, 16-1

LORENZ, EVERITT WHACK BACK-TO-BACK HOME RUNS

Sofa Kings Nip Val Decorators
In Home Improvement Battle

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brandon Lorenz launched a two-
run home run and Jay Everitt fol-
lowed with a solo blast in the eighth
inning to lift the Sofa Kings to a 7-6
victory over Val Decorators in the
“Battle of Home Improvement” in
the first round playoffs of the B Divi-
sion of the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 25.

The third-seeded Sofa Kings to-
taled 14 hits, and Lorenz had two of
them to go with three runs scored.
Everitt added a pair of singles, an RBI
and a run scored to go with his solo
blast. Val Decorators tapped out 16
hits but the big bang, a three-run
triple, came from the bat of veteran
Paul Mikla. Veteran Drew Koski (run
scored) and Ryan Van Name each
poked three hits. Scott Semmens and
Sean Stanley (RBI) each had a pair of

singles.
Sofa King pitcher Craig Gatto made

a prediction at the beginning of the
eighth inning that could have rivaled
Nostradamus, the Sixteenth Century
seer. With his team trailing 6-4, Gatto
predicted, “Eight is our inning! Eight
is our inning! If we want to see our
season keep going, it’s right here.”

His stirring words of positive en-
couragement enlightened his defense

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superior coaching played a role in
the American Legion’s 16-1 victory
over KMD Tuning of Mountainside,
but it was the pitching masterpiece
delivered from relief pitcher Tom
Lombardo that got the Tuners out of
sync in a Union County Senior 50+
Softball League game at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on July 26.

Lombardo stepped to the mound
with one out in the first inning to
replace starter Tom Straniero, who
had walked three of the four batters
he faced. The decision for the change
was the first of several slick strategic
maneuvers pulled off by team man-
ager Keith Gibbons, still on the dis-
abled list after fracturing his foot.

Straniero, however, was quick to
point out that, “I pitched a no-hitter.”

Perhaps Straniero’s ability to drop
his pitches everywhere around the
plate but not on it was nothing more
than a hideous ploy to give the Tuners
a false sense of confidence before
Lombardi stepped in to dazzle them
with his pinpoint brilliance that lim-
ited KMD to only six hits.

Gibbons successfully shuffled his
infielders and outfielders around like a
deck of cards in a casino game of
poker, which further confused the Tun-
ers and produced a yield of three double
plays. Regardless of where they were

placed, Ed Belford, who played short-
stop and third base, Angelo Corbo,
playing third and short, and Tony Wil-
liams, who played second, third and
wherever he was needed, vacuumed
all balls hit near them. After leaving
the mound, Straniero also tried his
hand at third and second. Harry Semple

hauled in everything hit to centerfield
and Bill Mirto provided definite sta-
bility at first base.

KMD shortstop Matt Costello, third
baseman Jerry McDermott and sec-
ond baseman Greg Dellisanti made
some notable plays. Offensively,

GUY HOMERS, DBLS; MARKS 3 DBLS, MONROY 2 DBLS

St. Pats Pound St. Dave, 16-5,
In St. Bart’s Softball League

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. David seems to be hoping for
the opportunity to run the table in the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs, and that prospect
appears more likely after being
pounded, 16-5 by St. Patrick at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 27. In order to run the table in the
playoffs, a team must be firmly en-
trenched in last place in its respective
division. The Daves have a tight grip
on last in the Angels Division.

Power man Bob Guy, with his prod-
uct of the 60s hairstyle, contributed
heavily to the Pats’ 23-hit onslaught
with a two-run home run, a double
and two singles, while scoring three
times. Scotch Plains Mayor Marty
Marks delivered three doubles, a
single, three runs scored and two RBI.
“Milk” Monroy bashed a pair of two-
run doubles and scored three times.
Tony Blasi (2 RBI) and Paul Bifani
(double) each had three hits and scored

twice. Frank Pepe and Kevin St. Onge
(double) each had two hits, two RBI
and a run scored. Dennis Hercel
rapped a pair of singles and scored
once. John DeProspero ripped an RBI
single.

Bob Cihanowyz (run scored) and
Gerry Riepe (double) contributed
three hits and two RBI apiece to St.
Dave’s 15-hit total. Jim Sosinski
(RBI) and Steve DiGiacomo each had
a pair of singles. Mike Stiller scored
twice and singled, while Pete Costello
and George Balint each scored once
and singled. Nate Mangiris and Bill
Ritchie each singled.

Guy generated the first two runs of
a three-run first inning with his in-

side-the-park homer, and Blasi
brought in the third with an RBI single
to left. The Daves got a good start in
the bottom of the first as leadoff bat-
ter Stiller beat out an infield single
and scooted to second on an over-
throw, and Cihanowyz followed with
an RBI single. After the next two
batters’ fly balls were caught in the
outfield, Riepe stepped to the plate
and teammate Matt Vastano pleaded,
“It’s all on your shoulders Gerry! You
can solve it all with this swing.” The
only thing solved was that the score
remained 3-1 entering the second in-
ning.

The only thing that was not silent in

Branchburg 9s Top WF Blue
In NJ All-Star League Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lighting was indeed sparking off
the “metal sticks” of the visiting third-
seeded Branchburg nine-year-old base-
ball team as they battered second-
seeded Westfield Blue, 12-3, in the
North Jersey All-Star League champi-
onship semifinal game at Gumbert
Field in Westfield on July 27.

Branchburg’s Vinny Annuzinta came
out with his bat blazing and went 3-for-
3, including two doubles, a single and
two RBI. Josh Dela Cruz added some
punch with a single and a two-run
double. Robert Quirk clobbered a two-
run triple, scored two runs and singled.
Jojo Misca clouted an RBI double, and

Paul Huff ripped three singles and
scored a run. Kellen Hardy and Austin
Mankowski each scored a run.

Westfield Blue managed two runs
on five walks in the first inning off
starting right hand pitcher Annuzinta,
then added a run in the second on four
straight walks. Huff, who pitched three
masterful innings in relief, struck out
one batter, allowed two hits and walked
one. Westfield’s Nick Mele managed
to get the single in the third and a two-
out double in the fifth inning.

“We have a great group of kids, a
great group of parents and that is
where it starts. We’re 12-2 in the
league, great accomplishment and fin-
ished 19-7 overall,” said Westfield

Blue manager Joe Rinaldi. “We played
these guys three weeks ago and it was
ten runs the other way. Like you said,
the ball bounces for you sometimes
and sometimes it bounces against you
but there is nothing to be ashamed
about. They had a great year and I am
very, very proud of them.”

Branchburg jumped on starting
pitcher Vinny Difillipo with two runs
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Seeking Buyers Who Want to Live Close to Everything..
New 4 Bedroom Home - Priced at $679,900
               19 Johnson Street, Scotch Plains (2,800 sq.ft.)
Perfect location for Commuting, Shopping, Restaurants - less
than 2 miles away from it All!

Contact Office for Details
(908) 301-9200

Gorgeous Home with Master Suite, His and Hers Closets & 3
Sizeable Bedrooms and Hall Bath with Double Vanity.  Large Airy
Eat-in-Kitchen with Island Overlooking the Family Room.  Laundry
Room and Powder Room also on the 1st floor.  This “Energy Star
Rated” home fulfills the dream home category with Andersen
Windows and a full basement.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST BASE…St. David’s Mike Stiller attempts to beat the throw to St. Pat first baseman Dennis
Hercel in the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHING THE BALL SAIL OUT OF PLAY…Sofa King base runner Steve Dienes watches the ball sail out of play as
Val Decorator third baseman Paul Mikla dives for it.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2006 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated

Cherish the charm of this enchanting Westfield residence, filled 
with vintage charm and architectural detail.  A large addition    
includes a family room with fireplace and a very large rec room/
studio with separate entrance and French doors leading to a    
wisteria covered pergola and patio. This property has been    
lovingly restored by the present owners and captivates immedi-
ately.   Location perfect….close to everything!  Offered at  699,900.  WESTFIELD $769,000

This beautifully updated Colonial seamlessly integrates classic architectural details with an exceptional floor plan.  The
pristine home offers 5 bedrooms, two full updated baths, a new kitchen with granite countertops and top-end appliances,
family room, living room with fireplace, formal dining room, gleaming hardwood floors, upgraded electric, new furnace &
CAC, newer windows, professionally landscaped, fully fenced in rear yard and much more . . . (WSF0539)

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY,  AUGUST 5TH  1-4PM  •  705 ST. MARKS AVE.
Move in for the First Day of School


