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SIXTY CENTS

Police Charge MS Man
With Robbing Church
“At the time, we added that the
individual was no longer in a position
MOUNTAINSIDE — William J. of trust in the parish, and that I, out of
Biunno, 71, of Mountainside has been Christian charity, had determined not
charged with stealing up to $28,000 to proceed with prosecution of the
from his church, Our Lady of Lourdes matter through the criminal courts
in Mountainside.
provided arrangements were made
Officials announced the charges on for restitution of the funds,” said FaThursday afternoon following an in- ther John McCrone of Our Lady of
depth investigation headed by the Lourdes in a brief statement to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office and congregation this past Sunday.
Detective Michael
The
Union
Jackson of the
County Prosecutor,
Mountainside Police
however, chose to
Department.
settle the case in
Police accuse
court. Biunno now
Biunno of stealing
faces two third-defrom the church’s
gree charges of
collection plate durtheft, which carry
ing Sunday Mass,
maximum penalties
beginning in January
of five years in
of 1995. Buinno is a
prison. His trial is
longtime member of
scheduled for tothe church, serving
morrow at 9 a.m. at
as a trustee, an usher
the central intake
and a choir member.
court in Elizabeth.
As a trustee of the COLLECTION BASKET CASE...
Biunno served as
church, it was his re- Bill Biunno, former president of the president of the
sponsibility to de- Rotary Club of Mountainside, has Rotary Club of
posit the contents of been charged with robbing up to Mountainside up
the plate into a re- $28,000 from Our Lady of Lourdes until June, when his
ceptacle after count- church. Biunno is pictured above as post expired. He has
presented scholarships at a Roing the offerings. It he
also been involved
tary awards luncheon in June.
was during this time
with the Union
that the thefts occurred, police said.
County College Board of Governors,
Last year, suspicions began to rise and he served as the chairman of the
among the church officials. A sur- New Jersey Savings League from
veillance camera recorded unusual 1979 to 1980.
movements by Biunno, but the camAccording to the Mountainside tax
era was not stationed at the best angle assessor’s office Biunno’s Wood Valto see exactly what he was doing, ley Road home is assessed at
police said.
$158,400. Mountainside tax collecWhen church officials installed tor Patricia Scherer said Biunno “does
more cameras to monitor Biunno’s have some delinquent taxes.” When
activities, the footage depicted Biunno asked to elaborate, Ms. Scherer said
taking money out of the plate and he did not pay his second quarter
putting it in his pocket, police said.
taxes. However, she said this was not
The tapes were brought to the an “unusual” occurrence.
Mountainside Police, and Biunno was
“Biunno came to church last Sunremoved from his position as a trustee. day at 9:30 a.m. mass as he usually
Church officials made parishioners does, stood in his usual position in
aware of the situation in March of this front, but quickly exited after the Mass
year, withholding any major details instead of attending the breakfast sountil the prosecutor addressed the cial held afterwards,” an anonymous
issue.
church member said.
By MARTIN SWEENEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and courtesy of Heidi Hylan-Motyczka

WESTFIELD 5K RUN...More than 2,000 runners and several thousand spectators partake in the 6th annual Westfield 5K run during the perfect summer evening
on Wednesday, July 25. One of the largest, privately sponsored runs in the state, runners start and finish in the downtown after circling through nearby residential
areas. Scores of volunteers, and runners of all skill levels, participate in this event sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation. After checking their standings
in the race, runners feast on pizza donated by local restaurants. See more at goleader.com/photos.

121 Cacciola Pl. Faces Abandonment, Raccoon
Infestation; Residents Express Health Concerns
By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The only tenants
occupying 121 Cacciola Place are
raccoons. The infestation and dilapidated state of this residence has
brought frustration to the street along
with an element of fear, say other
Cacciola Place residents.
In August 2005, Joseph Penyak Sr.
purchased the property with the intent to demolish the residence and
rebuild on the lot. At the December
11, 2005 board of adjustment meeting, Mr. Penyak sought approval from
the committee to demolish the existing duplex residence and construct a
three-story duplex with a two-car
garage on the first level and a threebedroom apartment on the second
and third levels.
He also sought to have the house
pushed back from the street in order
to have a car parked in the driveway.
The board rejected the proposal due
to noncompliance with zoning requirements for lot size.
Before Mr. Penyak purchased the
property, the house was in poor condition, according to neighbor Arlene
Green. A raccoon infestation began
in the attic when the prior residents
were occupying the home.
When Mr. Penyak first bought the
house, dumpsters sat outside it, and
sisters Ms. Green and Patricia Lee,
owners of the neighboring house (119

Cacciola Place), said that Joseph
Penyak Jr. told them the house would
be knocked down. The sisters told
The Westfield Leader that they were
relieved at the time, saying it was
“about time.”
After the rejection of Mr. Penyak’s

courtesy of Patricia Lee

ROCKY RACCOON(S)...To the dismay of neighbors for almost two years now,
raccoons, photographed above last year, enjoy their home at the abandoned house
in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place. The developer, Joseph Penyak Sr., had
intended to demolish the house and rebuild. A nighttime photo taken on July 17
shows that the infestation is ongoing (see page 8).

plan, the problems at 121 Cacciola
maturated even further, the sisters
said. The deterioration of the home
increased, and neighbors said that
raccoons popping out of windows
and running along the edge of the
roof became a common sight.

Rec. Commission Chooses
Palmer for Pool Project
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission met Monday to discuss
bids it received for the proposed $3.1million renovation of Westfield’s
Memorial Pool, naming Ray Palmer
Associates, Inc., as the commission’s
top choice for the project.
Located in Dover, Ray Palmer Associates was one of three bids received
last Tuesday and came in the lowest, at
$2.3 million. Alna Construction Corporation followed with the secondlowest bid; Stone Ridge was third.
Referring to contractors who did
not place bids, Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann said, “This project
is size-wise and money-wise much
bigger than what many of the contractors do as a rebuild.”
The commission requested that the
town council agree to award the contract on August 7.
Engineer John Belle of Kinsey As-

sociates, who has been overseeing the
bid process, said that while the bid was
significantly lower than the proposed
$3.1 million, he does not believe this
should be a reason for concern.
“I’m not concerned about their ability to handle the work,” he said. “If I
was even remotely concerned, I
wouldn’t have given them a recommendation. They are very professional
and thorough.”
A major part of the entire renovation project will be the removal of the
main pool, which will be redone.
Mr. Belle said Ray Palmer’s owners
work on site; at least one of the
company’s “most knowledgeable and
experienced will always be on the job.”
Commission member Jonathan
Jones said he was impressed with the
honesty of Jeffrey Landry, a member
of Ray Palmer Associates. When Mr.
Jones asked Mr. Landry what he
thought would be the project’s bigCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader

A TRIBUTE TO MEGAN…Karen and Geoff Beck, parents of late Westfield
Playground Program employee Megan Beck, walk off the field after completing
the coin toss to begin the “Flag Football for a Friend Fundraiser.” The friendly
competition among counselors from all seven playground sites raised $1,000
toward new playground equipment at Tamaques Park Lower to be dedicated in
memory of Megan. See story on page 2.
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“We never actually met Joseph Sr.,
but we became friendly with Penyak
Jr. He told us to give him a call if there
were ever any problems, so we called
about the raccoons, and nothing was
solved,” Ms. Green said.
Neighbors said Mr. Penyak’s ne-
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glect of the house has caused frustration. “Some days, I hear kids outside
screaming and hollering ‘Raccoon!
Raccoon!’” said Ms. Green, who
added that she had to cut down her
pear tree in the backyard because it
was becoming a popular location for
the raccoons in the evenings.
“This has been an ongoing thing for
two years. I used to go out and water
my lawn, and then I started seeing and
hearing the raccoons and would have
to run into my house because I’m
afraid,” said Ms. Lee. “I don’t know if
they have rabies or anything. And I
can’t have people over because I’m
embarrassed. I don’t want them to see
who our neighbors are.”
“Ms. Green came to me in the fall
of 2006, and I went and saw the
property myself,” Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said. “I saw the holes
on the roof and was aware of the
raccoons. I then began working with
George Dauber at Westfield Public
Works, along with the health depart-

ment. The owner was also contacted.”
Mr. Dauber, public works project
engineer, told The Westfield Leader,
“My involvement has been writing violation notices.” He added that he has
issued half a dozen to Mr. Penyak focusing on the deterioration of the home.
“His [Mr. Penyak’s] intentions for
the property have been presented to
the town as planning to knock the
building down and his initial plan
was rejected…All I can do is keep
submitting violations as long as he
[the owner] keeps dragging his feet
with the plans,” Mr. Dauber said.
When the town orders Mr. Penyak
to come to the house and make improvements, he sends his workers from
his roofing company so he is not paying for additional labor, Ms. Lee said.
“He also does not tell the men
about the raccoons – they just think
it’s an abandoned house,” she said.
“For their own safety, I warn them,
and then they get scared.”
Second Ward Councilman Jo Ann
Neylan, whose ward includes Cacciola
Place, said, “Of course, I feel badly for
the neighbors. I understand people are
frustrated, but I feel good that the town
is doing everything they can to make
the owner take care of it.”
When asked about the health risk,
Ms. Neylan said, “I would never want
to see anyone’s health at risk – children or adults – but the town is doing
everything they can. Anytime the town
was brought in by neighbors, the town
has responded and acted.”
Ms. Neylan said she was unsure of
the severity of the raccoon issue still
at hand, but said she knew that “some
have been caught.”
On Tuesday, Ms. Green, Ms. Lee and
Ms. Lee’s daughter, Miriam, addressed
the full town council about their concerns. (See related story at right).
The Leader brought the situation at
121 Cacciola to Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development (WECARE) member Sharon
Stockwell’s attention.
After visiting the property, she said,
“I thought it was terrible and a shame.
People should not have to live next to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF BOE Appoints Positions
For 2007-2008 School Year
By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specifically Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday night’s
special board of education meeting,
board members appointed new positions for the 2007-2008 school year.
The board opened the meeting by
speaking in a brief, private session.
During this time, they approved the
appointment of David Heller as
Franklin Elementary School’s assistant principal for the year, at an annual salary of $78,000.
“I am very excited,” said Mr. Heller.
“I graduated through the Westfield
schools, and I am excited to be back
in the township.”
Out of 120 resumes received for
the position, the selection process
was narrowed down to 12 interviews
and four finalists.
“David simply stood out,” said
newly appointed Franklin principal
Eileen Cambria.
Mr. Heller served as a fifth-grade
teacher in the Watchung school system for six years. He will be replacing Paul Nigro, beginning October 1.
Barbara B. Ball was appointed as
the Human Resources Specialist and
Douglas Layman as assistant principal at Edison Intermediate School.
Mr. Layman’s term will begin on
October 1, or sooner, as determined by
the release date from his current school

district. Mr. Layman will also serve as
the Coordinator of the Gifted and Talented program for the 2007-2008
school year. He will receive an annual
stipend based on the rate of $7,200.
Ms. Ball has retired from her previous position as Supervisor of Language Arts for grades K through 8 to
accept her new role.

Cacciola Place Residents
Seek Raccoon Solution
By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During the public portion of Tuesday night’s council
conference meeting, 119 Cacciola
Place residents Arlene Green, Patricia
Lee and Mariam Lee pleaded with
council members to resolve a twoyear raccoon infestation problem at
121 Cacciola Place.
Town Administrator James Gildea
told those in attendance about the
council’s actions since 2004, when
121 Cacciola Place first started showing signs of deterioration.
He said the town has issued property-maintenance code violations, and
the health department has also issued
violations. Animal control has set up
traps to catch the raccoons that reside
in the roof of the abandoned home.
“There’s a lot being done, as much
as we can do within our realm, within
the law,” Mr. Gildea said. “I know this
is frustrating, but we’ve given at least
six violations, the court has been involved and it’s going the best we can
go within our limitations.”
However, the raccoon infestation
has persisted and the site has only
gotten worse.
Members
of
WECARE
(Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development) spoke in sup-

port of the residents at 119 Cacciola
Place.
WECARE member Jacqueline
Thiam of West Dudley Avenue suggested that the location of the property affected the town’s response.
“I am confident if that was happening on Dudley Avenue, we wouldn’t
be having this conversation right now,”
she said.
Mentioning similar properties in
town, WECARE member Sharon
Stockwell said, “Not only are they
unsightly, they’re unsafe, they’re unsanitary and they are a severe detriment to the quality of life of the
individuals that have to live in these
neighborhoods. This is completely
unacceptable. We have to find
ways…to affectively resolve these
kinds of issues.”
Much of the half-hour discussion
centered on what group (the town, the
court or the health department) has
jurisdiction over the land.
Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan added that a court hearing is scheduled for August 29.
Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca said
the residents should wait to appear in
court on that date and speak with
Municipal Judge Brenda Coppola
Cuba.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Rich O’Brien; Georgia Mierswa for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD’S FIFTEEN MINUTES…Left, between his weather forecasts, meteorologist Dave Curren speaks on camera
with Westfield Leader staff intern Georgia Mierswa about life in Westfield and work at the town newspaper. Others
interviewed that evening included Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, storeowners and Westfield residents. Right, news anchor
Janine Strafaci interviews a Mohave Grill employee in downtown Westfield on July 27 for a segment to be featured in the
weekly summer series “On the Road,” in which the News 12 New Jersey team profiles selected NJ towns. “This town fit the
bill,” said Bill Schlosser, the shoot’s producer. “Everyone knows Westfield.”
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Court Indicts Mad Hatter
Suspect on 1 Robbery Count
By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

courtesy of Miriam Lee

RACCOON EYES...This nighttime photo, taken July 17, shows the glowing eyes
of raccoons residing at the abandoned house in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place.

Raccoons Infest WF House
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

something like this. It’s an eyesore
and it’s unsafe. Nobody benefits from
deteriorating properties – not the contractor or the people. It hurts the
contractor’s reputation and makes the
neighbors unhappy.”
Ms. Stockwell added, “This is a
symptom of an issue that has been
happening all around town.” The
mayor, council and planning board
are aware of these abandoned homes,
and Westfielders are starting to ask
questions, she said.
Mr. Penyak, owner of Penyak Roofing Company, told The Leader he still
hopes to make the property into a
two-family dwelling.
“Everyone but the [neighbors] to
the left is in favor of the plan,” he said.
“The town has not given us any problems or the other neighbors. They
want to see this place get knocked
down…as long as the woman on the
left does not oppose.”
Mr. Penyak said he hopes to get his
new plan approved at the August 29
court date.
The view from the street is of an
abandoned home with freshly placed
plywood decorating the front and
various windows alongside the house.
However, there are still un-boarded
windows that directly face Ms. Green
and Ms. Lee’s home.
When walking around the side of
the house, there are three visible holes
near the chimney, as well as visible
signs of deterioration on the roof. The
yard is full of weeds; a rickety fence
barely separates the two properties.
Advertisements for Mr. Penyak’s
roofing company can be seen on Central Avenue right before the one-way
entrance to Cacciola Place.
“The situation comes down to that
[Mr. Penyak] doesn’t want a onefamily dwelling. He wants a twofamily dwelling for more money. It’s
all about money…this guy’s agenda
is to make a profit,” said Ralph Prunty,
the owner of 128 Cacciola Place.
Mr. Prunty said he has seen more

WF Rec.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gest obstacle, instead of saying bad
weather, Mr. Landry told him that it
would probably be removing the pool.
Mr. Kaufmann said that while recent projects completed by Ray
Palmer did not seem as large-scale,
the company did take on pool projects
in both Cedar Grove and Summit.
“The [recreation] director from
when they were in Summit was here
to see us the other day and, although
they had 29 days of rain, she was very
happy with the completion and how
the job turned out,” he said.
Commission member Robert Smith
said that he was most concerned about
timeliness; Mr. Belle told him that
the Ray Palmer group has had a good
record of getting the major renovation aspects done on time.
The project’s completion date is
currently set for May 15, 2008.

than just signs for the company; he is
aware of roofing jobs Mr. Penyak has
completed as close as Central Avenue, “yet the roof of 121 Cacciola is
peeling off.”
“Nailing up windows and doors is
ineffective. Nailing new wood onto
rotting wood doesn’t do any good,”
said Mr. Prunty.
“The man owns a roofing business.
Why can’t he board it up?” Ms. Green
said. “He’ll come by and slab some
plywood on in certain spots of the
house but not all of it. We can still see
and hear [the raccoons].”
Ms. Lee and Ms. Green first contacted registered environmental health
specialist Tanya Moon in July 2005.
After receiving another complaint in
August of 2006, Ms. Moon visited the
property and immediately issued a summons for “allowing a condition which
engenders the breeding of vermin.”
Ms. Moon said the outcome of a
subsequent court case ordered Mr.
Penyak to hire an exterminator and
begin trapping on a regular basis.
BOWCO, the company Mr. Penyak
hired, drops off a trap at night and
then comes back the following afternoon to check and see if any raccoons
have been caught. If the trap is full,
BOWCO removes it, Ms. Moon said.
However, she said, “this is not happening on a steady basis, and tickets
have been issued.”
“Trapping needs to be conducted
on a regular basis and the remaining
openings [on the house] need to be
sealed,” she said.
When asked about the raccoon infestation, Mr. Penyak said, “The exterminator has been there and has
informed me that the situation has
been taken care of.”
The Leader informed Mr. Penyak
that this was not the case, and he
replied, “Well, we must be getting
lied to then by the exterminator.”
BOWCO supervisor Matthew
Keter refused to release information
regarding the property to The Leader.
The August 29 court date will address two complaints filed against Mr.
Penyak from both the health and building departments. The health
department’s complaint says the residence is allowing a condition to breed
raccoons. The building department’s
complaint states that the property is in
violation of property code 35-43, said
court administrator Linda Chieffo.
“I ask everybody downtown, ‘would
you want to live like this?’And they say
‘no,’ so if that’s their answer, then why
am I living like this?” said Ms. Lee.
“It restricts us from our life outside,”
said Miriam Lee, who also lives at 119
Cacciola Place. “If a county official
was living here, it would be different.”
“I feel for these women,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. “I almost went through
a similar problem with a neighboring
house that had a bird issue. The condition was not as horrible as the one
facing them, though. But this whole
process takes a while to go through
the legal system.”

James Madison, a Maplewood man
arrested last Monday and the suspect
in the “Mad Hatter” robberies, was
indicted last Wednesday with the July
22 robbery of a Bank of America
branch in Union.
“The indictment charges him with
only one robbery. He is suspect in
other robberies, and the FBI’s investigation continues as to the other
charges,” said Michael Drewiak with
the U.S. Attorney’s office.
Madison will likely be arranged
within the next two weeks and will
face up to 20 years in federal prison,
Mr. Drewiak said.
The affidavit claims Madison
“knowingly and willfully, by force
and violence, and by intimidation”
took approximately $3,000 from the
Bank of America on July 22.
FBI Special Agent Brian Salamone,
who gave a statement for the affidavit, is quoted as saying that Madison
wore a yellow cap during the July 22

heist.
The affidavit also describes the
contents of the note passed to the
teller: “Give me 100s, 50s and 20s.
Don’t press silent alarm. No dye
pack.” The Bank of America employee
then saw Madison enter a black Nissan
Altima, which police later traced back
to his girlfriend.
In at least one of the robberies, the
Mad Hatter had to dump the money
from a robbery down a storm drain
after a dye pack had gone off.
On July 23, the affidavit says, law
enforcement officials interviewed the
teller, who positively identified a photograph of Madison as the man who
had robbed the bank a day earlier.
Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said he was relieved when
he heard of the apprehension. He said
the Westfield Police Department has
exercised “a lot of man power,” providing banks in the area with extra
security, which they can now cease.
“Until the next guy comes along,
anyway,” Chief Parizeau said.

Tax Bills Arrive; Entities
Point to Mandated Costs
By WAYNE BAKER, TED RITTER
and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – With tax bills in most area
towns arriving recently, municipalities are dealing with mandated increases and advising their constituents that the bulk of taxes collected
go towards other entities.
The Town of Westfield included a
letter with each of its bills outlining
where each tax dollar goes. While
area municipalities have differing tax
rates, this format provides a method
of looking at each municipality’s success in managing its municipal and
school costs relative to the costs of
the county government.
As described in the Westfield’s tax
letter, for every dollar collected by
the town, 17 cents remains with the
town, while 62 cents go to the
Westfield School District and the remaining 21 cents go to Union County.
Calculations based on Scotch
Plains’ tax rate put 18 cents into municipal coffers, with 64 cents going to
schools and 18 cents to the county.
Fanwood’s numbers, based on estimated tax rates, leave 21 cents with
the municipality and give 62 cents
and 17 cents to schools and the county,
respectively.

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It’s in the court right now,” he
said. “Let Judge Cuba understand the
situation. It’s in her hands right now;
it’s in the judge’s hands.”
Prior to the work session, the council held a special meeting in which
members adopted an ordinance providing for improvements to parking
facilities and the appropriation of
monies to do so.
The council then awarded a contract for renovations to lots one and
eight. Mr. Ciarrocca, chairman of the
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee, said it is working with a consultant to begin work
within the next month.
Mr. Ciarrocca closed the council
session with news that the Safe
Schools Program presented Westfield
with a $36,000 grant.
The money will pay for eight new
speed radar signs, which he said would
provide “a consistent presence.” The
money will also go toward a Walking
School Bus campaign.
Along the same lines, Mr. Ciarrocca
said the town council’s Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee has continued its discussions of
installing a bike path from Tamaques
Park to the south side train station.
“A number of initiatives have been
made so that the town is more pedestrian and bike friendly, which is something we’re all working toward,” he
said.

Fanwood officials say they expect
to hear “any day now” from the state
on its level of municipal aid. However,
since officials are still waiting for final
numbers, the borough has been unable
to amend and adopt the budget introduced at a March 6 special meeting.
“I really thought by now we would
have gotten the information, but
there’s nothing any of us can do about
it,” said Fred Tomkins, the borough’s
chief financial officer, in a phone
interview. “It’s frustrating.”
Fanwood is not alone. Garwood’s
Deputy Tax Collector Aggie Kurzweil
noted that Garwood, awaiting word
on extraordinary state aid, had to mail
estimated bills on July 13.
Municipalities: Mandated
Costs Lead to Rising Taxes
“Nobody likes to increase taxes,”
Scotch Plains Township Manager Thomas Atkins said. “But with all the mandated expenses on the horizon,” such as
state pension contributions and contributions to the local sewage authority, “I
don’t see it getting any easier.”
Looking forward, Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea commented
that Westfield “may need to appeal to
the local finance board to get relief
from the 4-percent cap.”
He said the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) municipal
assessment would rise about $1 million next year – a 2.8-percent increase before other mandated costs.
He noted that the bulk of the rate
increase is for debt service, something
which, when assumed by a town, is
exempt from the state’s 4-percent cap.
RVSA’s rate increase affects 11 municipalities in Union and Middlesex
counties, including Westfield,
Garwood and Mountainside.
According to Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
Executive Director Robert Villee,
about 45 percent of Scotch Plains
uses PARSA, in addition to 90 percent of Fanwood.
Mr. Villee said $150 to $170 million in capital improvements at the
Middlesex treatment facility will affect PARSA users. “In the next 10
years, (PARSA users) will see a similar impact (as those who use RVSA).
It takes a while for debt service to
kick in. (PARSA users) might not see
the full impact until 2010.”
Sebastian D’Elia, Union County
spokesman, said the county’s 2007 budget is $414.3 million, of which about
$239 million (about 58 percent) comes
from property taxes, with the remainder coming from state and federal grants.
Mr. D’Elia noted that among county
services, programs like welfare, the
county’s police and judicial systems
and roads make up a substantial chunk
of the total budget.
With about 80 percent of area tax
bills not going to municipal government, towns try to reinforce that the
majority of money goes towards other
entities, such as the boards of education and county.
Westfield’s tax letter, signed by
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, says, “Simply put, the town council and I manage only 17 percent of the total taxes
listed on your statement.”

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

HIT AND RUNNING FROM THE SCENE…The abandoned vehicle of Ajmal
Nesbit remains where he left it after he hit a tree in Westfield on Sunday. Mr.
Nesbit was involved in a motor vehicle accident earlier that day in Scotch Plains
and later hit the tree, after which he took off running. He had two outstanding
warrants, for Plainfield and Phillipsburgh, at the time of his arrest.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, July 23, Christopher Sykes, 35,
of Hillside was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad Street and Park
Drive for a Union County contempt of court
warrant. He was released after posting bail.
Monday, July 23, Pamela Davis, 46, of
Plainfield was arrested for shoplifting at a
business in the 300 block of South Avenue, East. Davis was allegedly fleeing the
store in a silver SUV when police stopped
her at South and Central Avenues. She was
arrested for allegedly stealing $147 worth
of merchandise from the store. She was
also arrested on a warrant out of South
Plainfield for $4,000. She was turned over
to the South Plainfield Police Department.
Monday, July 23, Albert Hemphill, 54,
of Plainfield was arrested on a $250 warrant for a Hillside contempt of court warrant during an investigation on South and
Central Avenues. After processing,
Hemphill was released on his own recognizance and told to contact the Hillside
court the next morning.
Monday, July 23, Haidie Cotto, 46, of
Hackensack was arrested for contempt of
court out of Union County during a motor
vehicle stop at West Broad Street and
Scotch Plains Avenue. He was released
after posting bail.
Tuesday, July 24, Aaron Clement, 21, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant. He was released after posting bail.
Wednesday, July 25, Omar Harris, 38,
of Westfield was arrested on two outstanding warrants. He was processed and
transferred to county jail.
Wednesday, July 25, Robert Ramos
Jr., 27, of Astoria, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). He was processed and released.
Thursday, July 26, Jairo EchezerriaContreas, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
during the investigation of a motor vehicle accident and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI).
Friday, July 27, Matthew Lowe, 22, of
Philadelphia, Pa., and Francis Palumbo,
22, of Mountainside, were stopped for
motor vehicle violations and arrested for
possession of cocaine. They were processed and released.
Saturday, July 28, Aaron Caldwell, 22,
of Piscataway was arrested for obstruction
of justice, resisting arrest and disorderly
conduct after the vehicle in which he was
a passenger was stopped for a traffic violation. He was released after processing.
Saturday, July 28, Clara V. Bond, 49,
of Linden was arrested for contempt of
court out of that jurisdiction. Bond was
released after posting $106 bail.
Sunday, July 29, Chrrysse Church, 23,
of Newark and Deshawn Smith, 20, (a.k.a.
Deshawn Robinson) of Roselle were arrested on open warrants out of other jurisdiction. Smith (Robinson) was also charged
with hindering his own apprehension.
Sunday, July 29, Ajmal Nesbit, 23, of
Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested for hindering
apprehension and warrants out of Plainfield,
for $500, and Phillipsburg, for $806. Nesbit
was arrested after being in a motor vehicle
accident in Scotch Plains, fleeing into
Westfield, hitting a tree and then fleeing the
scene on foot. He fled from the 900 block of
Lawrence Avenue and was found near the
Mountainside border. He was released after
posting a total of $1,310 bail.
Monday, July 30, an employee of the
Westfield Board of Education reported
the screens to several windows at Franklin
School, located at 700 Prospect Street,
were damaged as a result of an apparent
act of criminal mischief. The damage
consisted of puncture holes and tears.
Mountainside
Thursday, July 26, police received a report from a Newark resident about an aggravated assault that occurred on Route 22
West. The resident had been involved in a
motor vehicle accident with a silver Dodge
Durango that failed to stop for an accident
report. After pursuing the car until it stopped
at a red light, the victim exited her vehicle
and was struck in the leg by the Durango as
it accelerated away at a high speed.
Thursday, July 26, William Thompson, 46, of Linden was arrested by the
Roselle Police for an outstanding warrant
of $849 from Mountainside.
Friday, July 27, Kathleen Sullivan, 23,
of Elizabeth was arrested on Route 22
West for driving while suspended and for

“Little Gatehouse” Attorney
Defends Client’s Proposal
By EBONY MCQUEEN

Call me today for help with your
business insurance needs:
auto, property & liability.

(800) 554-6964
Ron Bansky
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Proud member of Chamber of
Commerce
Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New
Jersey. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.
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CELEBRITY APPEARANCE?...
Harry Potter, otherwise known as
Martin Sweeney of Scotch Plains, participates in the Westfield 5K Run last
Wednesday in the downtown area.

Blue Devils TV
Broadcasts Graduation
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Blue Devils Television is
broadcasting the commencement
exercises of the class of 2007 on
Cable Channel 36 from now until
August 28.
The graduation ceremony will be
shown on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at 10
a.m. and 7 p.m. and Sundays at 10
a.m.

WESTFIELD – The “Little
Gatehouse” property owned by Julie
Marsella is stirring up neighborhood
concern.
Ms. Marsella seeks approval for a
subdivision of the historical property,
located at 200 Canterbury Road, to
establish two single-family lots. If the
application is approved, a new singlefamily house will be built on the lot.
Westfield residents, along with
members of the Steering Committee
to Save the Gatehouse, a committee
formed by residents in opposition to
the subdivision plan, gathered last
Tuesday to voice their opposition to
the application. Residents raised concerns about the proposed construction, including traffic problems with
the driveway, a possible decrease in
neighboring houses prices and a loss
of the historical meaning of the area.
“When land is so valuable, people

want to realize the value,” said Robert Kraus, Ms. Marsella’s attorney, of
his client’s proposal. “Houses are
being knocked down all the time.”
Further discussion on the Marsella
application will take place at the August 6 planning board meeting.
Attorney Jim Flynn and a traffic
safety expert will represent the steering committee at the meeting. The
committee is trying to get the planning board to delay the application
hearing until traffic studies are conducted on the property.
“If the public wants to tell her what
to do with the land, then they should
either buy it or preserve it,” said Mr.
Kraus. “Anybody who owns land has
the right to do what they want with it.
All of the good land is gone and the
land that is left has issues.”
The Westfield Leader attempted to
contact Ms. Marsella through her attorney but was unable to reach her for
comment.

active Perth Amboy warrants totaling $206.
She was initially stopped for an expired
temp tag. After bail was posted, the vehicle
was impounded for having no insurance.
Friday, July 27, a Mountainside resident reported identity theft after she received a phone call from a man who
claimed to be from “the bank” and needed
to verify her personal information. The
victim volunteered her date of birth, social security number, bank account number, her address and any information for
which the caller asked. The victim then
became suspicious and called the Bank of
America herself. The bank made her close
her account and open a new one jointly
with her son for insurance reasons.
Monday, July 30, a Mountainside employee contacted the police, claiming that
the bathrooms at Deerfield School had been
vandalized again. The employee stated that
the toilets would not flush and believed
someone may have stuffed something down
the drain. Investigation revealed that there
was no sign of forced entry to the bathroom
and that the cause of both toilets not flushing
appears to be the result of a clogged clean
out drain near the street.
Scotch Plains
Sunday, July 22, Jonathan Parisi, 18,
was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana and various drug paraphernalia on Linden Lane in Scotch Plains. An
officer reported to the scene after suspicious activity was reported in the area.
Parisi was released on a summons.
Tuesday, July 24, a resident of
Watchung Terrace reported being a victim of theft. He stated that unknown
suspect(s) removed his bicycle that was
left unlocked in front of his house. The
bike was valued at $250.
Wednesday, July 25, a resident of Canterbury Drive reported being a victim of a
motor vehicle burglary. He stated that
unknown suspect(s) entered his vehicle
and removed sunglasses and change.
Thursday, July 26, a resident of Clydesdale Road reported being a victim of theft.
He stated that unknown suspect(s) removed
mail from his mailbox and then attempted to
use the information to obtain a credit card.
Friday, July 27, Antonio Bagnara, 38, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for possession
of drug paraphernalia and obstruction. He
was transported to the police headquarters
and was released after posting bail.
Saturday, July 28, a resident of Lamberts Mill Road reported being a victim of
harassment. She stated that she had received numerous telephone calls from an
unknown person.
Saturday, July 28, a patron at a Terrill
Road business reported being a victim of
theft. He stated that his briefcase containing several personal items was taken from
the inside of the vehicle.
Fanwood
Wednesday, July 25, Thomas F. Roche,
IV, 22, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
Thursday, July 26, David A. McAllister,
51, of Booton was arrested for aggravated
assault in the 100 block of Marion Avenue. McAllister was transferred to the
Union County jail.
Thursday, July 26, Thomas E. Novik, 57,
of Westfield was arrested after a field investigation of the 500 block of North Avenue
for an outstanding Garwood warrant.
Friday, July 27, a business in the 100
block of South Avenue reported that sometime between 3:30 and 7 p.m. someone
stole a license plate from a vehicle parked
in front of the business.
Saturday, July 28, Gail D. Fialkowski,
25, of Springfield was arrested for DWI
after a rollover motor vehicle accident on
Shady Lane. Police said Fialkowski was
taken to Overlook Hospital where she was
treated for non-threatening injuries, before being released to a responsible adult.
Saturday, July 28, Germana PeredesPrado, 31, of Richmond, Va., was arrested
for driving without a license and failure to
provide identification on Martine Avenue.
Sunday, July 29, Lennin A. VerasMorel, 28, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding, no-bail body warrant out
of Hunterdon County.
Monday, July 30, two 16-year old
Plainfield juveniles were arrested for stealing several bicycles from a residence on
Russell Road.
Monday, July 30, Adam W. Lans, 19,
of Cranford was arrested after a field
investigation revealed he was stealing
from a business in the 500 block of North
Avenue at which he was employed.

Correction:
In a July 26 article, “GW Schools Superintendent Will Not Return for 2007-2008
School Year Due to Medical Condition,”
The Leader mistakenly reported that education officials confirmed that Superintendent of Schools William Murphy’s medical
condition would prevent him from returning for the entire 2007-2008 school year.
Officials confirmed Mr. Murphy would
not make the beginning of the school year,
and they are unsure of his return date.

Fanwood Fire Dept.
To Host Wetdown
FANWOOD – The Fire Department
will host a wetdown celebration for the
public to induct its new ladder truck
into fire service on Saturday from 1 to
5 p.m. at LaGrande Park.
Streets that will be closed or designated as no-parking streets include
LaGrande and Marian Avenues, Second, Third and Helen Streets and
Staagard Place. Event parking will be
permitted in the commuter lot behind
the stores on Martine Avenue and on all
other streets in the southwest quadrant.
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Officials to Meet With Residents
About Forest Road Park Upgrades
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood officials
say they hope to hold a meeting sometime next month at which residents
could provide input and suggestions
for improving the fields and other
facilities at Forest Road Park.
On July 23, representatives from
multiple youth sports organizations
that use the fields met with Councilmen David Valian and Joseph Higgins
and borough Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky to discuss not only the two
baseball fields but also other areas of
the park, which include two tennis
courts, a basketball court, a street
hockey rink, a playground and a com-

munity building.
Mr. Valian told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that “nothing was set
in stone” as far as recommendations.
He said that “we just wanted to get
feedback” from the sports leagues
before borough officials schedule a
meeting with residents, which Mr.
Valian hopes will take place in September.
Besides Fanwood officials, Russ
Yeager of the Police Athletic League,
Sean Murphy of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Soccer Association and
Rick Sands of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Youth Baseball Association
attended last week’s meeting.
At an abbreviated meeting about

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NOWHERE TO GO...Area drivers will follow a Lamberts Mill Road detour while
West Broad Street is closed for repaving.

Fanwood Planning Board
Postpones Subdivision Vote
By LIZA KATZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Planning Board met last Wednesday to
discuss new developments in the borough, particularly the newly proposed
“Beverly Estates.” At the beginning of
the meeting, two residents expressed
their wishes to add onto their homes.
Donna Keen of 145 King Street
plans to add an above-ground pool,
and Shobana Ravishankar of 220
Farley Avenue plans to build a deck.
Neither Ms. Keen nor Ms.
Ravishankar faced any objections, and
the board approved both applications.
The board talked about alternative
plans for zoning-map adoption, now
that the Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program is “off the
table,” according to board chairman
Gregory Cummings. Board members
also continued their discussion on the
redevelopment of South Avenue in
downtown Fanwood and the need to
resolve the parking issues that might
arise. Before opening the meeting to
the public, they questioned the necessity of professionals’ attendance at
agenda meetings.
When the meeting opened for public questions and comments, residents
of both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
conferred about the pending major
subdivision of lots at 227 and 243
Midway Avenue. EKA Associates has
proposed the new development,
Beverly Estates.
The applicants, Donald and Debbie
Close, proposed demolition of the
two residences that currently stand

on the lots to make way for the subdivision of the properties and construction of three single-family residences.
They sought multiple variances, including ones for lot width, lot frontage and front-yard setback.
Residents of Midway Avenue and
the surrounding area voiced their concerns about storm-water management
in the area.
Multiple people brought up their
present situations, saying they are
concerned about water overflowing
in Cedar Brook or staying on their
properties and flooding their homes,
as happened during Hurricane Floyd
in 1999. One resident said he worries
about flooding every time four inches
or more of rain is predicted and asked
the board not to “make the situation
worse.”
Both the board and the developer
said they recognized water as the
main concern.
“The big issue that everyone’s focusing on is the water,” board member Matthew Glennan said. He added,
“Either you have confidence in the
engineering or you don’t.”
Ideally, he said, the situation would
improve when the development is
built because there are new ways to
control runoff that older developments
do not have in place.
“To me, the positives do outweigh
the negatives [as long as certain requirements are met],” said board
member John Deitch, who voted for
the application.
Some board members said they still
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRITY APPEARANCE?...Harry Potter, otherwise known as Martin
Sweeney of Scotch Plains, participates in the Westfield 5K Run last Wednesday
through the downtown area.
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the park in June, officials discussed
the condition of the two ballfields,
which they said has been a concern
for years. They said the ground has
hardened to the point that a well-hit
ground ball can skip across the field
and past players so quickly that it
turns into a homerun. In addition,
rocks, pebbles and glass have come
through the dirt, much of which was
donated landfill from Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield years
ago to fill in the two fields.
At last week’s meeting, Mr. Valian
said the discussion of the ballfields
was brief because their condition
would definitely be a top priority.
Instead, attendants cited the hockey
rink and tennis courts for possible
improvements.
“The rink is falling apart,” Mr.
Valian said, and “needs to be cleaned
up.” Officials suggested that the rink
could be moved further towards the
park’s perimeter in an effort to maximize the overall available space. Another suggestion was that a tennis
wall could be installed for individual
players.
Mr. Murphy of the soccer association said that if the baseball fields
were refurbished, it would be helpful
if the entire playing area were leveled
off because the uneven topography
on the outskirts of the park makes it
hazardous to play soccer.
After residents provide their suggestions at the meetings planned for
the fall, Mr. Valian says he hopes to be
able to compile a list of the park’s
needs so the borough engineer can
first conduct soil samples of the ball
fields. After that, the borough council
will decide on the level of funding
required in next year’s municipal budget.
Last year, the borough council was
prepared to spend $110,000 for a new
irrigation system at the park, similar to
what was installed at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood. However, the council
decided earlier this year to first
investigate the problems further and
receive input from sports leagues and
residents. In addition, Mr. Budiansky
will send residents a recreation survey
in the fall that will include questions
about Forest Road Park.

Georgia Mierswa for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NIGHT AT THE MOVIES...Parents, children and movie lovers of all ages pull up lawn chairs and spread out blankets at
dusk in LaGrande Park on Tuesday to watch Night at the Museum, free of charge, as a part of one of Fanwood’s weekly
summer movie nights.

Tax Bills Arrive; Municipalities Say
Mandated Costs Cause Increases
By WAYNE BAKER, TED RITTER
and FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – With tax bills in most area
towns arriving recently, municipalities are dealing with mandated increases and advising their constituents that the bulk of taxes collected
go towards other entities.
The Town of Westfield included a
letter with each of its bills outlining
where each tax dollar goes. While
area municipalities have differing tax
rates, this format provides a method
of looking at each municipality’s success in managing its municipal and
school costs relative to the costs of
the county government.
As described in the Westfield’s tax
letter, for every dollar collected by
the town, 17 cents remains with the
town, while 62 cents go to the
Westfield School District and the remaining 21 cents go to Union County.

Calculations based on Scotch
Plains’ tax rate put 18 cents into municipal coffers, with 64 cents going to
schools and 18 cents to the county.
Fanwood’s numbers, based on estimated tax rates, leave 21 cents with
the municipality and give 62 cents
and 17 cents to schools and the county,
respectively.
Fanwood officials say they expect
to hear “any day now” from the state
on its level of municipal aid. However,
since officials are still waiting for final
numbers, the borough has been unable
to amend and adopt the budget introduced at a March 6 special meeting.
“I really thought by now we would
have gotten the information, but
there’s nothing any of us can do about
it,” said Fred Tomkins, the borough’s
chief financial officer, in a phone
interview. “It’s frustrating.”
Fanwood is not alone. Garwood’s
Deputy Tax Collector Aggie Kurzweil
noted that Garwood, awaiting word
on extraordinary state aid, had to mail
estimated bills on July 13.
Municipalities: Mandated
Costs Lead to Rising Taxes
“Nobody likes to increase taxes,”
Scotch Plains Township Manager

Thomas Atkins said. “But with all the
mandated expenses on the horizon,”
such as state pension contributions
and contributions to the local sewage
authority, “I don’t see it getting any
easier.”
Looking forward, Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea commented
that Westfield “may need to appeal to
the local finance board to get relief
from the 4-percent cap.”
He pointed out that the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA)
municipal assessment would rise
about $1 million next year – a 2.8percent increase before other mandated costs.
He noted that the bulk of the rate
increase is for debt service, something which, when assumed by a town,
is exempt from the state’s 4-percent
cap. RVSA’s rate increase affects 11
municipalities in Union and
Middlesex counties, including
Westfield,
Garwood
and
Mountainside.
According to Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
Executive Director Robert Villee,
about 45 percent of Scotch Plains
uses PARSA, in addition to 90 perCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Junior Police Academy Brings
Law Enforcement to Life
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FEDERAL FUNDS...Rep. Mike Ferguson visits the Wilf Jewish Community Campus
in Scotch Plains Monday to discuss federal funding of the Natural Occurring
Retirement Communities program. Officials from the Jewish Federation of Central
New Jersey and the Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey join him.

Police Charge Mountainside
Man With Robbing Church
Last year, suspicions began to rise
among the church officials. A surMOUNTAINSIDE — William J. veillance camera recorded unusual
Biunno, 71, of Mountainside has been movements by Biunno, but the camcharged with stealing up to $28,000 era was not stationed at the best angle
to see exactly what
from his church, Our
he was doing, poLady of Lourdes in
lice said.
Mountainside.
When church ofOfficials
anficials installed
nounced the charges
more cameras to
on Thursday aftermonitor Biunno’s
noon following an inactivities, the footdepth investigation
age
depicted
headed by the Union
Biunno taking
County Prosecutor’s
money out of the
Office and Detective
plate and putting it
Michael Jackson of
in his pocket, pothe Mountainside
lice said.
Police Department.
The tapes were
Police accuse COLLECTION BASKET CASE...
Biunno of stealing Bill Biunno, former president of the brought to the
from the church’s Rotary Club of Mountainside, has Mountainside Pocollection plate dur- been charged with robbing up to lice, and Biunno
ing Sunday Mass, $28,000 from Our Lady of Lourdes was removed from
beginning in January church. Biunno is pictured above as his position as a
of 1995. Buinno is a he presented scholarships at a Ro- trustee.
Church officials
longtime member of tary awards luncheon in June.
the church, serving as a trustee, an made parishioners aware of the situation in March of this year, withholdusher and a choir member.
As a trustee of the church, it was his ing any major details until the prosresponsibility to deposit the contents ecutor addressed the issue.
“At the time, we added that the indiof the plate into a receptacle after
counting the offerings. It was during vidual was no longer in a position of trust
this time that the thefts occurred, po- in the parish, and that I, out of Christian
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
lice said.
By MARTIN SWEENEY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Since 2006,
the Scotch Plains Junior Police Academy, located at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, has brought the
world of law enforcement to life. On
July 24, the Junior Academy graduated its Class of 2007 at a ceremony
in front of family and friends.
The academy offered 28 young
Scotch Plains recruits a view of career
opportunities in a hands-on environment during the one-week basic class.
The Scotch Plains Police Department introduced the graduates to its
mission, “To Protect, Serve, and
Maintain Our Quality of Life,” in an
effort to foster insights into police
practices and services
The Junior Police Academy program, coordinated by Captain Steven
Friedman and Sergeant Ernesto
Hernandez, offered a glimpse in a

wide array of training topics, including police traffic investigation and
reconstruction, DUI arrests, narcotics investigations, CPR and fire response and disciplinary practices in
the academy for officers of the future.
Guest speakers included the UC
SWAT team, UC Sheriff Canine, Union
County Bomb Squad, Norstar, Scotch
Plains Fire and Rescue Squads and the
Rahway High School drill team, ranked
number two in the country.
“What I discussed with the recruits
was that this is a snapshot in the world
of law enforcement. These youths were
encouraged by their parents, and they
expressed an interest in the program
and law enforcement in general,” said
Police Chief Brian Mahoney. “This
was a good way for us as a department
to bring the community together and
show them what we’re about and what
we do…Hopefully they found it to be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A JOB WELL DONE… Scotch Plains Police Detective Shawn Johnson, foreground, takes a moment to congratulate his Junior Police class on a job well done
after a week of basic police training.
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Abandonment, Raccoon Infestation Plague
121 Cacciola Pl.; Residents Express Concern
By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

courtesy of Miriam Lee

RACCOON EYES...This nighttime
photo, taken July 17, shows the glowing eyes of raccoons still in residence at
the abandoned house in Westfield at
121 Cacciola Place.

Taxes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cent of Fanwood.
Mr. Villee said $150 to $170 million in capital improvements at the
Middlesex treatment facility will affect PARSA users. “In the next 10
years, (PARSA users) will see a similar impact (as those who use RVSA).
It takes a while for debt service to
kick in. (PARSA users) might not see
the full impact until 2010.”
Sebastian D’Elia, Union County
spokesman, said the county’s 2007
budget is $414.3 million, of which
about $239 million (about 58 percent) comes from property taxes, with
the remainder coming from state and
federal grants.
Mr. D’Elia noted that among county
services, programs like welfare, the
county’s police and judicial systems
and roads make up a substantial chunk
of the total budget.
With about 80 percent of area tax
bills not going to municipal government, towns try to reinforce that the
majority of money goes towards other
entities, such as the boards of education and county.
Westfield’s tax letter, signed by
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, says, “Simply put, the town council and I manage only 17 percent of the total taxes
listed on your statement.”

FW Planning
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

felt uncomfortable giving their approval
to the application. Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said she was “concerned
about some of the open-ended issues
we are leaving.” She said that while the
applicant has been “responsible,” she
still did not have the comfort level she
would need to vote for the application.
“I don’t think there is anything
wrong with waiting for a full answer
and a full story,” board member Kevin
St. Onge said.
The board decided to wait for more
information about the project before
taking a final vote. Discussion will
continue at the planning board’s next
meeting on Monday, August 27.

WESTFIELD – The only tenants
occupying 121 Cacciola Place are
raccoons. The infestation and dilapidated state of this residence has
brought frustration to the street along
with an element of fear, say other
Cacciola Place residents.
In August 2005, Joseph Penyak Sr.
purchased the property with the intent
to demolish the residence and rebuild
on the lot. At the December 11, 2005
board of adjustment meeting, Mr.
Penyak sought approval from the committee to demolish the existing duplex
residence and construct a three-story
duplex with a two-car garage on the
first level and a three-bedroom apartment on the second and third levels.
He also sought to have the house
pushed back from the street in order
to have a car parked in the driveway.
The board rejected the proposal due
to noncompliance with zoning requirements for lot size.
Before Mr. Penyak purchased the
property, the house was in poor condition, according to neighbor Arlene
Green. A raccoon infestation began
in the attic when the prior residents
were occupying the home.
When Mr. Penyak first bought the
house, dumpsters sat outside it, and
sisters Ms. Green and Patricia Lee,
owners of the neighboring house (119
Cacciola Place), said that Joseph
Penyak Jr. told them the house would
be knocked down. The sisters told
The Times that they were relieved,
saying it was “about time.”
After the rejection of Mr. Penyak’s
plan, the problems at 121 Cacciola
maturated even further, the sisters
said. The deterioration of the home
increased, and neighbors said that
raccoons popping out of windows
and running along the edge of the
roof became a common sight.
“We never actually met Joseph Sr.,
but we became friendly with Penyak
Jr. He told us to give him a call if there
were ever any problems, so we called
about the raccoons, and nothing was
solved,” Ms. Green said.
Neighbors said Mr. Penyak’s neglect of the house has caused frustration. “Some days, I hear kids outside
screaming and hollering ‘Raccoon!
Raccoon!’” said Ms. Green, who
added that she had to cut down her
pear tree in the backyard because it
was becoming a popular location for
the raccoons in the evenings.
“This has been an ongoing thing for
two years. I used to go out and water
my lawn, and then I started seeing and
hearing the raccoons and would have
to run into my house because I’m
afraid,” said Ms. Lee. “I don’t know if
they have rabies or anything. And I
can’t have people over because I’m
embarrassed. I don’t want them to see
who our neighbors are.”
“Ms. Green came to me in the fall

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A LIGHTER MOMENT BEFORE GRADUATION…28 young Scotch
Plains Junior Academy recruits and drill instructor Detective Shawn Johnson
enjoy time out and a little chuckle before their graduation ceremony.

Junior Police Academy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a rewarding experience, and it might
help them down the road if they make
a decision that they want to try law
enforcement as a career.”
Over the course of one week, each
day was filled with different activities beginning at 8 a.m. and ending at
3 p.m. According to instructors Detective Shawn Johnson and Detective
Jason Fiore, the youths learned unity
and teamwork, practiced marching,
drilling, formation and saluting, a
sign of respect.
“Our objective was to grab the attention of some of our youth in town,
establish a rapport and touch on some
of the topics it takes to become a
police officer,” said Detective
Johnson. “We received a lot of interest from parents and young people
alike who voluntarily want to come to
the Academy and learn about the training and the daily responsibilities of a
law enforcement officer.”
Graduate Alexandra Harmon, who
attends Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains, said, “I joined the Academy to
learn about discipline, about first response, about bomb squads and how
a police officer goes about his or her
day. Another benefit was that I learned
what to do if involved in a situation
where someone is having a heart attack. I learned CPR and now know
how to call first response.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School sophomore Rexford Blaine
added, “I was brought up with strict
discipline so I thought the physical,
practical and mental lessons would
help me later in becoming a future
police officer. Police officers are hard
workers in a dangerous job and it’s a

job you need to take seriously.”
“What we do, we do for safety and
security of the community…We let
them know up front that it’s not a job
without danger,” concluded Chief
Mahoney. “They know that there are
security problems and that there are
threats around…With a little bit of help,
we can bring everyone together and
make our community safe and secure.”

of 2006, and I went and saw the
property myself,” Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said. “I saw the holes
on the roof and was aware of the
raccoons. I then began working with
George Dauber at Westfield Public
Works, along with the health department. The owner was also contacted.”
Mr. Dauber, public works project
engineer, told The Times, “My involvement has been writing violation
notices.” He added that he has issued
half a dozen to Mr. Penyak focusing
on the deterioration of the home.
“His [Mr. Penyak’s] intentions for
the property have been presented to
the town as planning to knock the
building down and his initial plan
was rejected…All I can do is keep
submitting violations as long as he
[the owner] keeps dragging his feet
with the plans,” Mr. Dauber said.
When the town orders Mr. Penyak
to come to the house and make improvements, he sends his workers from
his roofing company so he is not paying for additional labor, Ms. Lee said.
“He also does not tell the men
about the raccoons – they just think
it’s an abandoned house,” she said.

courtesy of Patricia Lee

ROCKY RACCOON(S)...To the dismay of neighbors for almost two years now,
raccoons, photographed above last year, enjoy their home at the abandoned house
in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place. The developer, Joseph Penyak Sr., had
intended to demolish the house and rebuild.

“For their own safety, I warn them,
and then they get scared.”
Second Ward Councilman Jo Ann
Neylan, whose ward includes Cacciola
Place, said, “Of course, I feel badly for
the neighbors. I understand people are
frustrated, but I feel good that the town
is doing everything they can to make
the owner take care of it.”
When asked about the health risk,
Ms. Neylan said, “I would never want
to see anyone’s health at risk – children or adults – but the town is doing
everything they can. Anytime the town
was brought in by neighbors, the town
has responded and acted.”
Ms. Neylan said she was unsure of
the severity of the raccoon issue still
at hand, but said she knew that “some
have been caught.”
The Times brought the situation at
121 Cacciola to Westfielders Concerned About Responsible Development (WECARE) member Sharon
Stockwell’s attention.
After visiting the property, she said,
“I thought it was terrible and a shame.
People should not have to live next to
something like this. It’s an eyesore
and it’s unsafe. Nobody benefits from
deteriorating properties – not the contractor or the people. It hurts the
contractor’s reputation and makes the
neighbors unhappy.”
Ms. Stockwell added, “This is a
symptom of an issue that has been
happening all around town.” The
mayor, council and planning board
are aware of these abandoned homes,
and Westfielders are starting to ask
questions, she said.
Mr. Penyak, owner of Penyak Roofing Company, told The Leader he still
hopes to make the property into a
two-family dwelling.
“Everyone but the [neighbors] to
the left is in favor of the plan,” he said.
“The town has not given us any problems or the other neighbors. They
want to see this place get knocked
down…as long as the woman on the
left does not oppose.”
Mr. Penyak said he hopes to get his
new plan approved at the August 29
court date.
The view from the street is of an
abandoned home with freshly placed
plywood decorating the front and

Court Indicts Mad Hatter
Suspect on 1 Robbery Count
By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

James Madison, a Maplewood man
arrested last Monday and the suspect
in the “Mad Hatter” robberies, was
indicted last Wednesday with the July
22 robbery of a Bank of America
branch in Union.
“The indictment charges him with
only one robbery. He is suspect in
other robberies, and the FBI’s investigation continues as to the other
charges,” said Michael Drewiak with
the U.S. Attorney’s office.
Madison will likely be arranged
within the next two weeks and will
face up to 20 years in federal prison,
Mr. Drewiak said.
The affidavit claims Madison
“knowingly and willfully, by force
and violence, and by intimidation”
took approximately $3,000 from the
Bank of America on July 22.
FBI Special Agent Brian Salamone,
who gave a statement for the affidavit, is quoted as saying that Madison
wore a yellow cap during the July 22

various windows alongside the house.
However, there are still un-boarded
windows that directly face Ms. Green
and Ms. Lee’s home.
When walking around the side of
the house, there are three visible holes
near the chimney, as well as visible
signs of deterioration on the roof. The
yard is full of weeds; a rickety fence
barely separates the two properties.
Advertisements for Mr. Penyak’s
roofing company can be seen on Central Avenue right before the one-way
entrance to Cacciola Place.
“The situation comes down to that
[Mr. Penyak] doesn’t want a onefamily dwelling. He wants a twofamily dwelling for more money. It’s
all about money…this guy’s agenda
is to make a profit,” said Ralph Prunty,
the owner of 128 Cacciola Place.
Mr. Prunty said he has seen more
than just signs for the company; he is
aware of roofing jobs Mr. Penyak has
completed as close as Central Avenue, “yet the roof of 121 Cacciola is
peeling off.”
“Nailing up windows and doors is
ineffective. Nailing new wood onto
rotting wood doesn’t do any good,”

heist.
The affidavit also describes the contents of the note passed to the teller:
“Give me 100s, 50s and 20s. Don’t
press silent alarm. No dye pack.” The
Bank of America employee then saw
Madison enter a black Nissan Altima,
which police later traced back to his
girlfriend.
In at least one of the robberies, the
Mad Hatter had to dump the money
from a robbery down a storm drain
after a dye pack had gone off.
On July 23, the affidavit says, law
enforcement officials interviewed the
teller, who positively identified a photograph of Madison as the man who
had robbed the bank a day earlier.
Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said he was relieved when
he heard of the apprehension. He said
the Westfield Police Department has
exercised “a lot of man power,” providing banks in the area with extra
security, which they can now cease.
“Until the next guy comes along,
anyway,” Chief Parizeau said.

he said.
“The man owns a roofing business.
Why can’t he board it up?” Ms. Green
said. “He’ll come by and slab some
plywood on in certain spots of the
house but not all of it. We can still see
and hear [the raccoons].”
Ms. Lee and Ms. Green first contacted registered environmental health
specialist Tanya Moon in July 2005.
After receiving another complaint in
August of 2006, Ms. Moon visited
the property and immediately issued
a summons for “allowing a condition
which engenders the breeding of vermin.”
Ms. Moon said the outcome of a
subsequent court case ordered Mr.
Penyak to hire an exterminator and
begin trapping on a regular basis.
BOWCO, the company Mr. Penyak
hired, drops off a trap at night and
then comes back the following afternoon to check and see if any raccoons
have been caught. If the trap is full,
BOWCO removes it, Ms. Moon said.
However, she said, “this is not happening on a steady basis, and tickets
have been issued.”
“Trapping needs to be conducted
on a regular basis and the remaining
openings [on the house] need to be
sealed,” she said.
When asked about the raccoon infestation, Mr. Penyak said, “The exterminator has been there and has
informed me that the situation has
been taken care of.”
The Leader informed Mr. Penyak
that this was not the case, and he
replied, “Well, we must be getting
lied to then by the exterminator.”
BOWCO supervisor Matthew
Keter refused to release information
regarding the property to The Leader.
The August 29 court date will address two complaints filed against Mr.
Penyak from both the health and building departments. The health
department’s complaint says the residence is allowing a condition to breed
raccoons. The building department’s
complaint states that the property is in
violation of property code 35-43, said
court administrator Linda Chieffo.
“I ask everybody downtown, ‘would
you want to live like this?’And they say
‘no,’ so if that’s their answer, then why
am I living like this?” said Ms. Lee.
“It restricts us from our life outside,” said Ms. Lee’s daughter, Miriam,
another resident of 119 Cacciola Place.
“If a county official was living here, it
would be different.”
“I feel for these women,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. “I almost went through
a similar problem with a neighboring
house that had a bird issue. The condition was not as horrible as the one
facing them, though. But this whole
process takes a while to go through
the legal system.”

Fanwood Fire Dept.
To Host Wetdown
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Fire
Department will host a wetdown
celebration for the public to induct
its new ladder truck into fire service
on Saturday, August 4, from 1 to 5
p.m. at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.
Streets that will be closed or designated as no-parking streets include LaGrande and Marian Avenues, Second, Third and Helen
Streets and Staagard Place. Event
parking will be permitted in the commuter lot behind the stores on
Martine Avenue and on all other
streets in the southwest quadrant.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and courtesy of Heidi Hylan-Motyczka

5K RUN...More than 2,000 runners participate in the sixth annual Westfield 5K
run last Wednesday. One of the largest privately sponsored runs in the state,
runners start and finish in the downtown after circling through nearby residential
areas. Volunteers and runners of all skill levels participate. See more at
goleader.com/photos.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, July 23, Pamela Davis, 46, of
Plainfield was arrested for shoplifting at a
business in the 300 block of South Avenue, East. Davis was allegedly fleeing the
store in a silver SUV when police stopped
her at South and Central Avenues. She was
arrested for allegedly stealing $147 worth
of merchandise from the store. She was
also arrested on a warrant out of South
Plainfield for $4,000. She was turned over
to the South Plainfield Police Department.
Wednesday, July 25, Robert Ramos
Jr., 27, of Astoria, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). He was processed and released.
Thursday, July 26, Jairo EchezerriaContreas, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
during the investigation of a motor vehicle accident and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI).
Friday, July 27, Matthew Lowe, 22, of
Philadelphia, Pa., and Francis Palumbo,
22, of Mountainside, were stopped for
motor vehicle violations and arrested for
possession of cocaine. They were processed and released.
Saturday, July 28, Aaron Caldwell, 22,
of Piscataway was arrested for obstruction
of justice, resisting arrest and disorderly
conduct after the vehicle in which he was
a passenger was stopped for a traffic violation. He was released after processing.
Sunday, July 29, Chrrysse Church, 23,
of Newark and Deshawn Smith, 20, (a.k.a.
Deshawn Robinson) of Roselle were arrested on open warrants out of other jurisdiction. Smith (Robinson) was also charged
with hindering his own apprehension.
Sunday, July 29, Ajmal Nesbit, 23, of
Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested for hindering
apprehension and warrants out of Plainfield,
for $500, and Phillipsburg, for $806. Nesbit
was arrested after being in a motor vehicle
accident in Scotch Plains, fleeing into
Westfield, hitting a tree and then fleeing the
scene on foot. He fled from the 900 block of
Lawrence Avenue and was found near the
Mountainside border. He was released after
posting a total of $1,310 bail.
Monday, July 30, an employee of the
Westfield Board of Education reported
the screens to several windows at Franklin
School, located at 700 Prospect Street,
were damaged as a result of an apparent
act of criminal mischief. The damage
consisted of puncture holes and tears.
Mountainside
Thursday, July 26, police received a report from a Newark resident about an aggravated assault that occurred on Route 22
West. The resident had been involved in a
motor vehicle accident with a silver Dodge
Durango that failed to stop for an accident
report. After pursuing the car until it stopped
at a red light, the victim exited her vehicle
and was struck in the leg by the Durango as
it accelerated away at a high speed.
Friday, July 27, Kathleen Sullivan, 23,
of Elizabeth was arrested on Route 22
West for driving while suspended and for
active arrests on warrant from Perth
Amboy totaling $206. She was initially
stopped for an expired temp tag. After
bail was posted, the vehicle was impounded for having no insurance.
Friday, July 27, a Mountainside resident reported identity theft after she received a phone call from a man who
claimed to be from “the bank” and needed
to verify her personal information. The
victim volunteered her date of birth, social security number, bank account number, her address and any information for
which the caller asked. The victim then
became suspicious and called the Bank of
America herself. The bank made her close
her account and open a new one jointly
with her son for insurance reasons.
Monday, July 30, a Mountainside employee contacted the police, claiming that
the bathrooms at Deerfield School had been
vandalized again. The employee stated that
the toilets would not flush and believed
someone may have stuffed something down
the drain. Investigation revealed that there
was no sign of forced entry to the bathroom
and that the cause of both toilets not flushing
appears to be the result of a clogged clean
out drain near the street.
Scotch Plains
Sunday, July 22, Jonathan Parisi, 18,
was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana and various drug paraphernalia on Linden Lane in Scotch Plains. An
officer reported to the scene after suspi-

cious activity was reported in the area.
Parisi was released on a summons.
Tuesday, July 24, a resident of
Watchung Terrace reported being a victim of theft. He stated that unknown
suspect(s) removed his bicycle that was
left unlocked in front of his house. The
bike was valued at $250.
Wednesday, July 25, a resident of Canterbury Drive reported being a victim of a
motor vehicle burglary. He stated that
unknown suspect(s) entered his vehicle
and removed sunglasses and change.
Thursday, July 26, a resident of Clydesdale Road reported being a victim of theft.
He stated that unknown suspect(s) removed
mail from his mailbox and then attempted to
use the information to obtain a credit card.
Friday, July 27, Antonio Bagnara, 38, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for possession
of drug paraphernalia and obstruction. He
was transported to the police headquarters
and was released after posting bail.
Saturday, July 28, a resident of Lamberts Mill Road reported being a victim of
harassment. She stated that she had received numerous telephone calls from an
unknown person.
Saturday, July 28, a patron at a Terrill
Road business reported being a victim of
theft. He stated that his briefcase containing several personal items was taken from
the inside of the vehicle.
Fanwood
Thursday, July 26, David A. McAllister,
51, of Booton was arrested for aggravated
assault in the 100 block of Marion Avenue. McAllister was transferred to the
Union County jail.
Friday, July 27, a business in the 100
block of South Avenue reported that sometime between 3:30 and 7 p.m. someone
stole a license plate from a vehicle parked
in front of the business.
Saturday, July 28, Gail D. Fialkowski,
25, of Springfield was arrested for DWI
after a rollover motor vehicle accident on
Shady Lane. According to police,
Fialkowski was taken to Overlook Hospital where she was treated for non-threatening injuries, before being released to a
responsible adult.
Saturday, July 28, Germana PeredesPrado, 31, of Richmond, Va., was arrested
for driving without a license and failure to
provide identification on Martine Avenue.
Monday, July 30, two 16-year old
Plainfield juveniles were arrested for s
ealing several bicycles from a residenc
on Russell Road.ıMo
day, July 30, Adam W. Lans, 19,
f Cranford was arrested after a field investigation revealed he was stealing from a b
siness in the
500 block of North Avenue at which
he was employed.

Robber
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charity, had determined not to proceed
with prosecution of the matter through
the criminal courts provided arrangements
were made for restitution of the funds,”
said Father John McCrone of Our Lady of
Lourdes in a brief statement to the congregation this past Sunday.
The Union County Prosecutor, however, chose to settle the case in court.
Biunno now faces two third-degree
charges of theft, which carry maximum
penalties of five years in prison. His trial
is scheduled for tomorrow at 9 a.m. at the
central intake court in Elizabeth.
Biunno served as president of the Rotary Club of Mountainside up until June,
when his post expired. He has also been
involved with the Union County College
Board of Governors, and he served as the
chairman of the New Jersey Savings
League from 1979 to 1980.
According to the Mountainside tax
assessor’s office, Biunno’s Wood Valley
Road home is assessed at $158,400.
Mountainside tax collector Patricia
Scherer said Biunno “does have some
delinquent taxes.” When asked to elaborate, Ms. Scherer said he did not pay his
second-quarter taxes. However, she said,
this was not an “unusual” occurrence.
“Biunno came to church last Sunday at
9:30 a.m. mass as he usually does, stood
in his usual position in front, but quickly
exited after the Mass instead of attending
the breakfast social held afterwards,” an
anonymous church member said.

FW Rescue Squad Garners
Homeland Security Grant
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rescue
Squad has received a $11,087 grant from
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The money will be used to purchase
new CPR training mannequins and computers for the squad’s headquarters and
ambulances.
The grant was awarded under the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) program, established after September 11 by
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to help fire departments
and EMS agencies purchase equipment
and train members.
Last year, the Fanwood Rescue Squad
received an AFP grant for just under
$12,000. That money is buying new personal protective gear for responding members.
Of the $11,087 award, five percent, or
$554, must come from the local municipal government.
“We are fortunate to live in a community which supports us through their generous donations year after year,” said
John Oatis, squad president. “But for big
ticket items, these grants are extremely

important. They help us preserve our operating budget which is donation-based
and which we use to pay all our bills and
operating expenses.”
Under the terms of the grant, the money
is to be used to buy 15 adult and 15 infant
CPR mannequins to reduce or eliminate
the need for students to share them (the
squad recertifies its own members in
CPR). The money is also to be used for a
new PC for the squad’s office and two
Panasonic Toughbook portable computers, one for each ambulance.
“We hope to begin slowly moving towards a computer-based system of gathering patient information,” said Jeffrey
Downing, squad captain. “There is an
effort underway to standardize EMS data
on a national level, and we’ll be on the
ground floor of that effort.”
The Fanwood Rescue Squad is a nonprofit, all volunteer organization founded
in 1948. The squad responds to an average of 520 calls for assistance a year.
Those interested in volunteering can
see visitfanwood.com/rescue or call (908)
322-9000.
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Mayors Respond to Letter
On Corzine’s Assets Plan
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Area mayors this week
responded to a letter from State Treasurer Bradley Abelow that asked them
to “carefully consider how far [they]
want to go” in opposing Governor
Jon Corzine’s asset-monetization
plan, which includes the privatization
of private roads such as the New
Jersey Turnpike and the Garden State
Parkway.
In his letter, dated July 18, Mr.
Abelow said that under the Governor’s
plan, the state’s toll roads would not
be sold or leased for profit or to a
foreign operator. Additionally, maintenance of the roadways would be
provided at “current or improved levels.”
Mr. Abelow sent his letter in response to a communication mayors
sent to Assembly Minority Leader
Alex DeCroce (a Republican from
Morris County) on July 6. Mr.
DeCroce said in his letter that Democrats in the legislature “are making
preparations to sell state assets, such
as the revenue generated by our state
toll roads, to private investors.” He
said such a transaction would result
in “a toll increase each year for decades to come.”
“There is ample evidence to show
that this asset sale will make New
Jersey more unaffordable for residents and business owners, jeopardize the fiscal integrity of the state,
and make our roads less safe,” Mr.
DeCroce wrote.
Mr. DeCroce urged mayors to pass
resolutions in their towns opposing
the governor’s plan.
In response, Mr. Abelow told mayors that Mr. DeCroce’s letter contained “misinformation.” He said
Governor Corzine has directed the
administration to look at the “feasibility of monetizing state assets for
the purpose of reducing the state’s
$30 billion debt burden.”
He also asked elected officials to
“carefully consider how far you want
to go in putting yourself and your
community on record on this critical
issue before we have a concrete proposal from the Governor to debate.”
When asked for comment on the
letter, Westfield MayorAndy Skibitsky,
a Republican who received both letters, said, “I’m sort of keeping an open
mind on asset monetization.”
He said state spending “is the root
of the problem.”
“If they don’t solve the state spending problem, asset monetization is
not going to solve the problem,” he
said.
Frenchtown Mayor Ron Sworen, a
former Westfield resident and former
president of the New Jersey Conference of Mayors, said the administration has a right to “respond to a letter
that someone from the opposing party
has put out there.”

“The good part of the [Abelow]
letter is that he’s stating that roadways will not be sold, that the state
will retain ownership – those things
are important,” he said.
“There’s still nothing for us to base
a decision on – it’s just an idea for a
plan,” Mayor Sworen said. “We have
to look at the whole issue - what is the
Governor proposing? We don’t know
yet...obviously [Governor Corzine]
knows how to make money; I hope he
would come up with crative plans to
help us reduce [the state’s] debt.”
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said he received both letters, saying
he believes “there is some political
posturing going on here.” While saying he was “justifiably skeptical” of
the Governor’s plan, he said he was
not going to take position on the plan
at this time.
“The devil is in the details,” Mr.
Marks said. He said he supports the
need for a public hearing and possibly a public referendum on any final
monetization plan by Governor
Corzine.
“It needs to be vetted out in public
hearings,” he said.
Mayor Sworen said on Tuesday
that the Governor announced that he
would put an asset-monetization plan
up to state voters; “that is the best
news we’ve heard. Obviously [the
Governor] will have to explain [the
plan] to people if it’s going to a referendum.”
He said the “letters back and forth”
have had a positive effect. “Getting
discussion going is the most important thing,” he said. “It’s a good idea
to put it out to voters.”
The Leader/Times also placed calls
to Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti.
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Cranford Seeks More Help
From County on Flooding
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BACK FROM OVERSEAS… Returning Berkeley Heights veteran Sergeant Jon
Hawkins is congratulated by Union county Freeholder Dan Sullivan as Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (left) and State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. look on. Sergeant Jesse
Nelson, another returned veteran, is seen behind Mr. Hawkins.

NJN Seeks WWII Veteran
Stories for Documentary
TRENTON — New Jersey Public
Television and Radio (NJN) is soliciting stories about New Jersey citizens’ experiences during World War
II. The network is documenting these
stories in conjunction with a Ken
Burns documentary it plans to air this
fall entitled “The War.”
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Assemblyman Eric Munoz, all representing the
21st Legislative District, encourage
local veterans to share their experiences.
“During this time in our nation’s
history, it is important for us to honor
those who have served our country,”

said Mr. Kean. “Hearing personal stories from these courageous individuals allows us to understand how World
War II affected our country on a
smaller scale, such as in our homes
and around our neighborhoods.”
“The War” is a 15-hour epic exploring the history of World War II
from an American perspective, and
will air on seven consecutive Thursday nights beginning Thursday, October 4, from 8 to 10 p.m. Mr. Kean,
Mr. Munoz, and Mr. Bramnick are
current sponsors of legislation that
would appropriate funds to the Department of Military and Veterans’
Affairs for the Veterans’ Oral History
Program, which records veterans’ accounts of war experiences.
“There is a tremendous opportunity here to document and share
memories from the War with the community, which will create a living
legacy for our soldiers,” Mr. Munoz
said. “Their memories will live on for
years to come.”
All individuals interested in sharing their stories are encouraged to
share their stories at the NJN website
njn.net/television/specials/war/
sharestories.html.
“I hope that our local veterans and
their families will share their unique
war experiences from the battlefield
and at home,” Mr. Bramnick concluded. “Firsthand accounts of our
soldier’s journeys illuminate this significant period of our nation’s history.”

courtesy of Jim Lowney

COURTHOUSE RENOVATIONS…The County of Union recently began a
street landscape renovation project on the steps and the front plaza of the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth. The refurbishing project is due to be completed
in early August. During this time period, the Broad Street entrance will be closed.
Employees and visitors may use the Atrium entrance on Elizabethtown Plaza or
the Rahway Avenue entrance across from the Ruotolo Building.

Ferguson to Make
Funding Announcement
SCOTCH PLAINS — Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-N.J.) will visit the Wilf
Jewish Community Campus on Monday to make a federal funding announcement regarding the Natural Occurring
Retirement Communities Program,
which provides housing services to Jewish and non-Jewish seniors.
Ferguson’s news conference will
begin at noon Monday at Wilf Jewish
Community Campus on 1391 Martine
Ave. in Scotch Plains. Officials from
the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey and the Jewish Family Service
of Central New Jersey will join
Ferguson.
For more information, contact
Angie Lundberg at (202) 226-9695.

Man Held for Murder
Commits Suicide in Jail
ELIZABETH – Orlando Martinez,
a 30-year-old Elizabeth man being
held on a murder charge, committed
suicide by hanging in an inmate
shower at the Union County Jail on
Sunday afternoon, county officials
announced last week.
According to a county press release, Martinez was brought to the
jail from Elizabeth on June 25 and
was being held on $500,000 bail.
Sometime after returning from a
visit in the afternoon on Sunday, he
committed suicide in a shower stall
at the jail, according to Union
County Police. He was found at
3:30 p.m. in the stall, officials said,
and repeated efforts to revive him
by facility medical staff, corrections officers and Elizabeth EMS
were unsuccessful.
Martinez was declared deceased
about a half hour later, according to
the press release.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

STOREWIDE AUGUST SALE
HENKEL HARRIS SAVINGS

NOW 45-50% OFF

ELIZABETH – Cranford officials
last Thursday asked the Union County
freeholders for additional financial
support and flood management help
in completing the five-phase Northeast Quadrant Flood Control Project.
The township bonded $9.25 million
of the five-phase project in 2002 and
received $800,000 for the project from
the county, but no federal or state
funding, according to a resolution the
township committee passed recently.
The township had expected to receive
matching funds from the state and the
county. The project is now estimated
to cost up to $26 million.
The state had initially appropriated
$3.25 million but later rescinded that
funding, according to Cranford
Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak.
“The money was rescinded not because the money wasn’t needed but
because the state pulled back,” Mr.
Puhak said.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said that
while he vowed the county would
work with Cranford, he questioned
why the federal and state governments have not funded the project.
“We understand the enormity and
the severity of the problem,” Mr.
Sullivan told Cranford residents and
officials in attendance at the meeting.
“We do want to be a partner (on flood
control efforts).”
Mr. Puhak said he was also concerned about what was described in
prepared notes by officials as “serious dike erosion.” Repair of the dikes
is included in the third and fourth
phases of the project.
“We are extremely lucky we have
not had a breach,” Mr. Puhak said. He
said such a failure of the dikes would
result in “devastation” in Cranford.
The state has granted $708,000 to
Cranford, which the township will
use to pay for a pump station as part

of the second phase of the flood
project. The federal government is
providing funding of $100,000, which
will be used towards the purchase of
an emergency generator, officials said.
In addition, State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) have sponsored
legislation to appropriate $5 million
for flood projects in the township.
Mr. Kean also has proposed a “blue
acres” bill that would enable Cranford
residents who wish to sell homes located in a flood plain to the government. The homes would then be destroyed, with land undeveloped or used
for recreational use in the future.
After listening to the Cranford presentation, Freeholder Chester Holmes
said, “I’m very much a partner of the
flood situation.” He said the residents
“did a lot” in moving the project
forward by coming to the freeholder
meeting.
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
she has friends in the township and, “I
know how devastating [flooding] can
be.”
“Whatever the county can do will
certainly have my full support,” she
said.
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he believes the county “should
jump right in and [help] solve the
problem.”
In other business, Scotch Plains resident Mary Mahoney asked the board
what progress they were making on a
request by the Citizens Campaign, an
arm of the Metuchen-based Center for
Civic Responsibility, to open up the
process for appointed positions on
county boards and commissions. The
organization had made the request at
the April 19 freeholders meeting.
Freeholder Angel Estrada, serving
as acting chairman, said, “To my
knowledge we have not received any
recommendation at this time” from
the board’s policy committee.

SHEDDING THEIR FEARS…The first Wednesday matinee program at the
renovated Trailside Nature and Science Center featured “The Great Reptiles”
with Bill Boesenberg of Snakes-n-Scales and Turtle Tales. Ten volunteers assisted
with the presentation of an albino Burmese python. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mark Kearney, Andrew DelDuca, Christina Riccio, Alex Whitmore, Brandon
Beisser, Emily Wieszczek of Scotch Plains, Priyanka Dangi, Sarah Drummond of
Westfield, Noah Brogden, Mary Catherine Riccio and Mr. Boesenberg.

Kean Speaks at Rally
For Israeli Soldiers
WESTFIELD – State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21) of Westfield was a
featured speaker at a recent rally for
three kidnapped Israeli soldiers,
which was held outside the United
Nations’ headquarters in New York
City. Senator Kean joined hundreds
of other New Jerseyans in calling for
the soldiers’ immediate release.
“We know that the kidnapping of
these Israeli soldiers has outraged the
state of Israel and the worldwide Jewish community, but it has also struck
a chord with all people who value
basic human rights and respect international law,” said Mr. Kean. “Although we do not know these soldiers
personally, we recognize that these
captures have brought immeasurable
grief to their families, who know them
not as military personnel, but as sons,
fathers, brothers and husbands.”
Two of the soldiers were kidnapped
by Hezbollah fighters last July, while
the third was abducted by Palestinian
gunmen last June. The UN and other
international organizations have been
criticized for not doing enough to aid
the soldiers.
“It has been more than a year since
these three men were heard from, but

the

our voices shall not be silenced,” Mr.
Kean said. “That is why I am proud to
stand with all of you to add my own
voice to the international cry for justice.”
Senator Kean sponsored state resolution (SR94), passed by the legislature, that calls on the UN to intervene
to free the three Israelis. Assemblyman Eric Munoz and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21) were the prime
sponsors of the assembly version.

Red Cross Announces
Clothing Drive Contest
AREA – The Tri-County Chapter
of the American Red Cross is hosting
a clothing drive competition. Schools,
house of worships and organizations
are eligible to win a $500 first prize.
Participants are asked to accept a
bin and generate clothing donations in
it. The owners of the bin that accumulates the most poundage of clothing
from now until June 15, 2008 will be
awarded first prize. The second prize
will be $250 and the third prize will be
$100. For information, call Alan
Karmin at (908) 756-6414, exten. 20,
or karmina@usa.redcross.org.

farmhouse store

like no other store in Westfield

Pottery Jewelry Metal
Glass Textiles Wood Paper
www.thefarmhousestore.com

20 Stirling Road • Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • 908-756-7623

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444
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Bd. of Adjustment Approves
Holy Trinity Addition
By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment called a special
meeting last Thursday, approving the
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity’s
plan to demolish an existing building
at 512 Westfield Avenue and construct a three-story addition to the
church building to be used as a parish
center.
The church has a rectory and a
school in neighboring lots, and the
board granted it various conditional
and bulk ordinances.
More than a dozen residents attended the meeting, and the Trinity
Gardens Condominium Association
(TGCA) hired attorney David Pierce
to represent them at the proceedings.
Attorney Arthur Appenasio represented the church.
Deacon Thomas Pluta spoke on
behalf of Holy Trinity. He said the
church faces a space challenge.
Even with the addition, “All the
major large group activities will still
remain in the school,” he said, because of the large hall and commercial kitchen it features.
Major benefits of the parish center
for Holy Trinity would incorporate
the reclaiming of space for the school,
including rooms currently being used
as administrative offices, as well as
the original daycare room, he said.
The new parish center would provide a space for children during mass;
currently, they exit the church and go
into the basement. Parishioners could
also gather there after mass. “They
could stay as long as they like without
interfering, either traffic-wise or
noise-wise,” Deacon Pluta said.
The new center would be completely handicapped accessible, with
an elevator to allow access to the loft
for choir members who currently cannot reach it.
Responding to parking concerns,
Deacon Pluta said, “Parking is really
not a problem. On the weekends we
have a police officer who (directs
traffic),” he said.
Mr. Pierce questioned the witnesses
the church presented. His questions
for the deacon touched upon a possible increase in members, which he
denied as a possibility.
Another resident, Adam Marshall
of 515 Trinity Gardens, asked whether
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings held
at the school would transfer over to
the center, where they might talk or
smoke outside the building directly
next to the condominiums.
Deacon Pluta said the church would
“certainly do (its) best in terms of
scheduling” but that no one would
exit through the back of the church, as
those are only emergency-exit doors.
Katherine Muller of Page Engineering Consultants described the lots
in more detail, saying that with the
addition of impervious surface, the
total volume of the site increased by
three inches. Thus, the drywells are
equipped to handle that much excess
water.
The driveway is graded so that all
water drains toward Westfield Avenue, as do the drywells, on the advice of town engineer Kenneth Marsh.
Mr. Pierce asked about the soil
composition, but the board attorney
stopped him because he did not have
an expert witness.
Board member Judith Thornton
asked Ms. Muller whether any runoff
would go toward Trinity Gardens,
even in the event of a failure in the
system. “If the system somehow

Peyton's

Peek at the Week

failed…the runoff would still go into
Westfield Avenue,” Ms. Muller said.
The architect, Doug Cackovic, discussed the plan for the addition, explaining how the church had attempted to match the style of the
original building.
The center would be fully equipped
with a sprinkler system, and the new
air-conditioning units would be quieter, he said. All lighting would be
attached to the building, and hedges
would be placed along the property
line.
Paul Grygiel, a professional planner, laid out reasons for why the church
should be granted the variances, citing its long-standing history as well
as its potential for helping the community.
“There is no way to improve the
size of the lot,” Mr. Grygiel said,
explaining also that the parking situation could not be alleviated. Even if
the property were turned solely into a
parking lot, it would not meet the
minimum number of spaces required,
he said.
At the end of the witness statements, the board opened the floor for
public commentary, and about half of
the residents in attendance spoke,
most concerning parking.
Joe Guascotti of 509 Colonial Avenue in Westfield, whose mother lives
in the condominiums, said he thinks
“it’s foolhardy” to assume that a bigger building will not attract more use.
Other residents from Trinity Gardens, First Street and Westfield Avenue spoke about parking concerns.
Elizabeth Wolf of 310 First Street
said parking is already an issue at the
church, and if people stay to socialize, it would only get worse.
“I don’t think they’re addressing
this,” she said.
Mr. Pierce also made a concluding
statement, stressing that additional
space will attract additional use – and
people.
“What the board should consider is
the fact that, as one resident indicated, ‘if you build it, they will come,’”
he said. “The building as proposed
does not provide an adequate setback
for all those activities and all that
noise.”
The board then closed the meeting
to public commentary and discussed
amongst itself the pros and cons of
the addition, in the end approving the
center with conditions.
Holy Trinity agreed to move all
mechanical pieces on the roof back.
Also, it agreed to lighting changes,
including lowering some fixtures.
“Operationally, they agreed to discourage use of the rear exits,” Ms.
Thornton told The Westfield Leader
on Monday. In addition, she said Holy
Trinity agreed to put up a parapet.

In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader

IN HER NAME...Playground Program staff don tee shirts supporting the “Flag
Football for a Friend Fundraiser,” a friendly competition among counselors to raise
funds for new playground equipment as a tribute to late employee Megan Beck.

Flag Football Raises Money
In Megan Beck’s Memory
By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The teams stared
at each other from the 50-yard line as
the coin toss determined who would
make the first move. The players met
as opponents, but together they were
fighting for the same goal.
Monday evening at Kehler Stadium,
the Westfield Playground Program
sponsored “Flag Football for a Friend”
to raise money for a new playground
at Tamaques Park Lower in memory
of late employee Megan Beck.
The event, which featured a close
match-up between counselors from all
seven playground sites, raised $1,000.
Dee MacKay, assistant recreation
director who oversees the playground
program, began the night by presenting a short history of Megan’s work
at the camp and explaining the purpose for the fundraiser.
Megan, a 20-year-old lifelong resident of Westfield, was “an active, integral and loving part” of the Playground
Program staff for four years, Ms.
MacKay said. At the end of the 2004
program, Megan became very ill and
passed away on January 19, 2005.
Staff members and participants
wanted to do something in Megan’s
memory. With playground upgrades
scheduled throughout the town, they
decided to dedicate one of the sites,
Tamaques Park Lower, to Megan.
“I worked with Megan for four
years,” Ms. MacKay told The Westfield
Leader and The Times. “She was a
wonderful asset…such an upbeat person. She loved the playground, and
she loved the children. She’s greatly
missed by staff and campers alike.”
Playground Program Counselor
Karolyn Cook, who worked with

Council to Hold UC
Peace, Friendship Fair
CRANFORD – On Sunday, August 5 at noon, the Union County
Peace Council and the Hiroshima/
Nagasaki Remembrance Committee
will host the Fourth Annual Peace
and World Friendship Fair at Eastman
Plaza (Town Clock Park) in downtown Cranford at the intersection of
North Avenue and North Union Avenue.
The theme for this year’s Peace
Fair is “Creating an Environment of
Peace.”
The fair will feature art, poetry,
speakers and musical performances.
A Peace Bazaar will be held with
peace, ecological and social justice
organizations with information. Vendors will offer crafts, jewelry and
peace-minded items for sale. Everyone is welcome to bring items.
Information will also be offered
about organic gardening, feng shui,
and alternative green energy.
Interactive children’s activities will
include origami peace-crane folding,
face-painting and peace art.
The event will conclude at roughly
5 p.m. with an “Earth Community”
drum circle. Please bring drums and
percussion instruments to join in
spreading the spirit of peace.
Community participation is welcomed.
The Union County Peace and World
Friendship Fair was founded to remember the Japanese victims of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is held
annually to promote a culture of peace
and non-violence and to work towards global disarmarment.
For more information to volunteer
or participate, call Diane at (908)
233-7344 or Monica at (908) 2653469. Visit ucpeace.org or email
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.org.
Other sponsors include NJ Peace
Action, People’s Organization for
Progress (POP), the North Jersey
Department of Peace campaign and
Word Out!
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PARISH HILTON...At a special meeting last Thursday, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment approved with conditions the Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity’s
plan to demolish the existing building at 512 Westfield Avenue, pictured above,
and construct a three-story addition to the church building to be used as a parish
center.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Megan for part of the 2004 summer
session, said Megan was one of the
campers’ favorites.
“All the kids loved her, so it was so
easy to work with her. She helped me
ease into [the job]. She made the
atmosphere really fun for the kids
and for the counselors.”
Ms. MacKay said the Playground
Program had raised $7,000 prior to
“Flag Football for a Friend” through a
coin war, local donations and Franklin
Elementary School’s fair. Although the
program expects more donations from
families who could not attend the game,
Ms. MacKay said it needs about $7,000
more to cover the total cost of equipment, installation and a safety surface.
She hopes to order the equipment
by the end of the summer and have it
installed in the fall.
To start the game, Karen and Geoff
Beck and their daughter, Erin, participated in the opening coin toss.
Later, Mr. Beck said to The Leader/
Times, “[Megan] was wonderful, a
good athlete, and she loved kids. I
appreciate [the event] a great deal.”
Current counselors and veteran staff
combined forces to create two teams;
the red team represented the south
side of town, while those donned in
blue represented the north side.
“It’s great to see all the kids coming
out here cheering for their counselors, and it was great that all the
counselors would put their time in for
this event,” said Karolyn.
The south-side team won 52 to 48.
“The game itself is fun, just to get
out there and run around and sweat
with some guys and girls is good,”
said assistant playground coordinator Jake Switzer. “Obviously, the
cause is fantastic…that we can get
some money involved and try to get
this playground built, any way we can
is good. If we could play a basketball
game next week, I’d say sign me up.”
Karen Mohr, who has sent her children to the Playground Program for
the past two years, spoke highly of
the program and the fundraising event.
“It’s a fabulous program. The counselors are terrific; they’re responsible,
they’re respectful and the kids have a
great time with them.”
Although her children never had the
opportunity to meet Megan, Ms. Mohr
said she came to the event because
“anyone who was a counselor and was
as dedicated as she was deserves something in her memory…We’re glad that
this was organized and that there will
be a playground named in her behalf.
“The kids really do miss her,”
Karolyn said of Megan. “If anyone
asks who Megan is, the kids will jump
in and say, ‘Megan was the best.’”

Katz Allowed to Join
Legal Fight on E-Mails
A state judge has allowed Carla
Katz, head of the Communications
Worker of America Local 34 and exgirlfriend of Governor Jon Corzine,
to join the Governor in a legal battle
to prevent the release of their e-mails
to each other to State Republican
Chairman Tom Wilson, according to
nj.com.
Mr. Wilson has sought release of
the records, saying the personal relationship between the two might have
affected recent negotiations between
state worker unions and the administration.
Ms. Katz has claimed the e-mails
contain details of her personal relationship with Mr. Corzine, as well as
the collective bargaining process.
Corzine Signs Law
For Stem Cell Research
Governor Jon Corzine signed the
New Jersey Stem Cell Research Act
on Thursday. The $450 million bond
referendum will provide financing
for stem cell research grants to eligible institutions over 10 years, according to a press release from the
Governor’s office. The bill was signed
at the Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation in West Orange.
Bergen County Senator
Subject of Investigation
The office of the U.S. Attorney has
notified state Senator Joseph Coniglio
of Paramus that he is the subject of a
criminal investigation for $1.6 million in grants that were awarded to
the Hackensack University Medical
Center, according to The Star Ledger.
Mr. Coniglio, a retired union plumber,
was a $5,000-per-month plumbing
consultant for the hospital at the time
the grants were issued. The senator is
the subject of an ongoing grand-jury
probe, according to the story.
Rob Ortiz New Chair
For Bergen GOP
The Record has reported that Bergen
County Republicans last week elected
Ridgewood lawyer Rob Ortiz as the
chairman of the Bergen County GOP.
Mr. Ortiz defeated Ben Focarino of
Garfield and Bill Thomson of Washington Township. The Bergen GOP
last year lost its last remaining seat on
the county freeholder board when
they were outspent 11-1 by Democrats. The paper also said the party
was locked out of its headquarters for
failure to pay rent.
Mr. Ortiz succeeds Guy Talarico,
who resigned in June.

Merkt Blast Borrowing
For Stem Cell, Open Space
State Assemblyman Richard Merkt,
a Republican from Morris County,
said last week in a press release that
Governor Jon Corzine’s proposal to
borrow $650 million for stem cell
research and open-space preservation while selling transportation assets would be “the biggest debt debacle in state history.”
State Board of Education
Names Top Officers
The State Board of Education
unanimously appointed Pittman
(Gloucester County) resident Ronald
Butcher as president and Arcelio
Aponte of Piscataway as vice president at its meeting on July 18. Both
will serve one-year terms that expire
in June 2008.
Mr. Butcher, executive director of
continuing education at Rowan University, listed implementation of the
state’s new accountability law (NJ
QSAC) among his top priorities. He
has served on the state BOE since
1990. Mr. Aponte was appointed to
the board in 2005. He is director of
operations and management for economic development for Newark.

Kenilworth Annual
Carnival Set Aug. 20-25
KENILWORTH – The public is
invited to the Kenilworth Volunteer
Fire Department and Rescue Squad
Carnival, to be held Monday, August 20, through Saturday, August
25. The event times are Monday
through Friday from 6:30 to 10:30
p.m. and Saturday from 5:30
to10:30 p.m.
The carnival this year will feature new rides, food vendors and
exciting games. Unlimited ride
wristbands will be on sale for $20.
The brand new dunk tank will
feature fire chiefs and officials from
around the county. There will be a
live band on Thursday night. The
Beer Garden and Money Wheel
return this year along with the Super 50/50, which provided the winner with $5,000 last year.
The Kenilworth Volunteer Fire
Department appreciates the
public’s support and looks forward
to the fun. For more information,
call Alexandra Califf, secretary of
the Kenilworth Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, at
(908) 577-8633 or e-mail
allie_27@mac.com.

find out what everyone’s talking about.
goleader.com/thebuzz

Now through August 12

Biggest Sale of the Year!

40% off

Parker’s entire 14 acres*
plants, trees, shrubs, containers, tools, fertilizers, grass seed, chemicals,
arbors, silks, gifts, water gardening supplies & much, much more

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

75% off all annuals
up to 75% off select planters, fountains, and garden furniture
50% off all pond plants & roses
25% off* all perennials
take an additional 20% off all flea market items
*Some restrictions may apply. Stone & mulches excluded. While supplies last. Discount taken off regular retail price. See store for details.

14 acres

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Parker Gardens
1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Garden Center Greenhouses Landscape Services

Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday 9am - 5pm
www.parkergardens.com
Telephone 908.564.0123
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NJ Legislators’ Voting Records
Are Given a Database View
The voting records of each elected official for all
bills in the New Jersey Legislature for 2007 have
been posted on the Internet at njleg.state.nj.us. To
our knowledge, this is the first time these records
Bill
A4
A2
S2483
S3000
A100
A2804
S2247
S2545
A1044
A4009
A5002
A5004
S2040
S1929
S2641
S2650
A1
A1016

Senate Most Contested
CORE proposals
Est. Comptroller Office
School Pension Fund
Budget $33.4 Billion
Clean Elections Pilot
Prohibit Creosote
Prevailing wages
Holmdel Surplus
Plant closings
Constr. Employees
Uniform Tax Law
Prof. Liab. tax
Alcohol Bev. Lic.
Insur. Hire
Smoking w/child
Env. laws-updates
Prop Taxes
HVAC Lic.

Yes
21
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
25
26
26
26
28
28

No Null
16 3
17 1
12 6
15 3
9
8
14 3
15 2
5 12
12 4
12 4
12 4
12 4
13 2
12 2
2 12
7
7
10 2
8
4

have been posted.
Records from the legislature website are zip files
containing CSV data format (comma separated variables). The Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times imported the files into database and
spreadsheet programs for analysis. Spreadsheet files
can be downloaded at goleader.com/features.
Several queries were conducted on the database,
which contains 10,360 records for the State Senate
Senators Most ‘No’ Votes
Kyrillos, Joseph M.
Ciesla, Andrew R.
Bark, Martha W.
Inverso, Peter A.
Connors, Leonard T. (part year)
Singer, Robert W.
Littell, Robert E.
Bucco, Anthony R.
Kean, Thomas H.
Kavanaugh, Walter J.
Martin, Robert J.
Allen, Diane B.
McNamara, Henry P. (part year)
Lance, Leonard
Cardinale, Gerald

Yes
161
161
165
158
96
171
145
153
172
153
174
169
65
175
158

No
21
20
19
19
16
15
15
14
14
14
13
13
12
12
10

Null
5
6
3
10

Total
182
181
184
177
112
1 186
27 160
20 167
1 186
20 167
0 187
5 182
0
19

187
168

and 28,080 for the State Assembly. Records of
committee votes were also retrieved but are not part
of this review. Assembly committee data comprise
8,709 records, and Senate committee data comprise
5,429 records.
Reviews were conducted of the voting records for
bills presented in final form for passage. Other
interim votes, such as for tabling or amendments,
were not studied.
In both the Senate and the Assembly, all bills
presented for final consideration passed. None were
defeated. In the Senate, all 187 bills presented for
final passage were approved. In the Assembly, all

286 bills presented for final passage were approved.
Eleven of the 40 senators never cast a ‘No’ vote.
They are Richard Codey, Joseph Coniglio, Joseph
Doria, John Girgenti, Sharpe James, Ellen Karcher,
Yes
147
150
151
156
150

Senators Voting Least
Bryant, Wayne
Lesniak, Raymond
Adler, John
James, Sharpe
McCullough, James

No
2
0
1
0
6

Null
38
37
35
31
31

Total
149
150
152
156
156

Bernard Kenny, Raymond Lesniak, Ronald Rice,
Bob Smith and Stephen Sweeney. In the Assembly,
22 of the 80 assemblypersons never cast a ‘No’ vote.
Tables are shown here for several summaries,
including most contested Senate bills; senators that
voted the least number of times for reason of absence, or other; senators that cast the most ‘No’ votes
and assemblypersons of interest in our area along
Other Area Senators
Scutari, Nicholas
Kean, Thomas
Codey, Richard

Yes
175
172
187

No Null Total
3
9 178
14 1 186
0
0 187

with those voting ‘No’ the most times.
In the Assembly, there were 22,519 votes cast by
80 legislators covering 286 bills of which 95 percent
were ‘Yes.’ In the Senate, there were 7,480 votes cast
by 40 legislators covering 187 bills of which 88
percent were ‘Yes.’
Can anything be concluded from this? One might
say that the vote for final passage of a bill in the New
Jersey Legislature is largely ceremonial and that the
Area Assembly
Green, Jerry
Stender, Linda
Cryan, Joseph
Cohen, Neil M.
Bramnick, Jon M.
Munoz, Eric

Yes
286
285
284
284
263
261

No Null Total
0
0 286
0
1 285
0
2 284
2
0 286
22 1 285
24 1 285

issues are determined in private through committees
and caucuses before being presented to the floor for
public debate and vote. One might also conclude that
many legislators don’t vote on the issues, but vote
instead along party lines and in line with the power
structure. It’s surprising to us that there are many
Assembly (most ‘No’)
Merkt, Richard
Karrow, Marcia
Carroll, Michael
Doherty, Michael
Gregg, Guy
McHose, Alison

Yes
185
201
202
206
214
216

No Null Total
100 1 285
84 1 285
82 2 284
79 1 285
71 1 285
69 1 285

legislators that have never cast a ‘No’ vote.
With this massive amount of data now available,
we hope those more skilled than us will spend time
analyzing and reporting its meaning for the purpose
of improving government operations and voter knowledge in electing officials to the legislature.

Letters to the Editor
At Wychwood, Property Rights Prevail
Over Historic Preservation Interest
Over the past few weeks, I have been
reading, with increasing frustration, about
the proposed subdivision of the property
called “The Gatehouse” and the attempt
by some Wychwood residents to derail it.
In an article in the July 26 edition of The
Westfield Leader describing the efforts of
the objectors, one neighbor suggested
that they “make it a real issue and get the
whole town involved.”
I agree. Let’s indeed get the whole
town involved — in protecting and defending the private property rights of one
of our citizens (or “upstarts” as so charitably labeled by one objector). That so
many people are willing to abnegate a
fellow citizen’s sacred right to legally
dispose of his property as he sees fit is
truly alarming. As I understand it, the
structure in question is not a designated
historic landmark nor does the proposed
subdivision even require a variance from
the zoning ordinances. This being the

case, I find no validity whatsoever to the
objectors’ position.
As the law stands now, short of buying
the property themselves, the objectors
may just have to accept that in this situation the property owner’s rights trump
theirs. From the statements in the July 26
article, the objectors apparently recognize that their position is completely devoid of legal underpinnings so now they
are conjuring a transparently phony traffic issue on sleepy Canterbury Road.
Maybe these people should think for a
second about how they will react when
strangers try to thwart a permissible use
of their own property.
Of course, historic preservation is a
worthy goal and it is difficult to see a
neighborhood change, but when balanced
against the legal use of private property,
I side with the sanctity of private property
rights every time.
Susan Moryan
Westfield

Resident Wants Invitation to the
Mountain Ave. House Warming Party
I was delighted to read Ms. Puleio’s
letter in the July 26 edition of The Westfield
Leader. I thought there would be other
letters, so I am adding my own [regarding
the new home being constructed on Mountain Avenue].
God bless the owners of this edifice for
choosing Westfield as their residence.
They have chosen wisely. I certainly hope
their property taxes will exceed mine,
especially since my husband and I are
both retired.
I assume the plans for this structure,
which I personally, have chosen to call
“Taj Mahal West,” (major homes generally do have names associated with them,
do they not?) were reviewed and ap-

proved, objectively by the appropriate
boards in the town. Since I noticed steel
structure at the beginning of construction
(I am not an architect nor building expert), I thought there was going to be a
non-residence facility (school, maybe,
with those 50 some odd windows; jail,
maybe – is that a conning tower?). I am
happy it will be, indeed, a residence.
I wish the owners good luck in their
new home. I hope they don’t really need
pagers to communicate with each other
from one end of the place to the other. To
the owners: please send me an invitation
to your house warming party. I can’t wait.
Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

West Broad Street Traffic Violations
Are Ticket Writing Field Days
Can anything be done to enforce the
speed limit on West Broad Street
[Westfield]? From 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.,
cars are speeding through as if it was a
highway. I have had one car totaled
while parked in front of my house at 10
p.m. years ago by a careless driver. I
recently sat in my car while parked in
front of my house and experienced being
“sideswiped” by a speeding car that ended
up causing significant damage to their
rear view mirror.
I know there is a speeding detector on
the block, but that is doing nothing to
deter the many cars that travel this roadway. It is impossible to cross this street

at 7:30 a.m. during the weekday without
risking life and/or limb. This is a residential area with a school on the block.
And has anyone noticed the number
of drivers that are not obeying the signs
at the circle? Why am I yielding to speeding cars while I legally have the right of
way? If you don’t slow down and yield,
you are risking serious injury.
An unmarked police car at either of
these locations would have a ticket-writing field day, observing all the violations
that are going on a daily basis.
Jill Anderson
Westfield

Westfield Street Music is a Protected
Form of Artistic Free Speech
Westfield has become a town of flourishing artistic and cultural diversity. This
is exemplified by Westfield’s rich offerings of musical venues. Among the varied types of musical performances, the
practice of “busking” has migrated from
the streets of Soho to the sidewalks of
downtown Westfield.
The word “busking” is a British term,
defined in Wikopedia.com, as “the practice of doing live performances in public
places to entertain people, usually to
solicit donations and tips.” Those who
perform busking are referred to as
buskers. The term most often used in the
U.S. is street performers or street musicians. Busking or street music is a protected form of (artistic) free speech.
The practice of busking has become
an issue of controversy in downtown
Westfield. Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, Sherry Cronin
demanded last week that a busker (Al
Madison, my husband) cease his regular
performances on Tuesday nights, in front
of the Brick Oven, when the DWC pays
other musicians to perform at other downtown locations. When she was denied
this request, she asked the owner of the
Brick Oven to prohibit Mr. Madison
from collecting tips. However, the
Westfield Police Department and other
town officials have clarified that the
DWC is stepping outside of its authority
in this unreasonable demand. The
Westfield Police Department has confirmed that there are no local ordinances

prohibiting busking in Westfield. They
have told the owner of the Brick Oven
that he is permitted to allow Mr. Madison to perform in front of his restaurant
and to solicit tips. Other types of businesses are permitted to solicit tips, including waiters and waitresses. It is a
perfectly respectable practice.
A local agency should not expect a
municipality to violate someone’s First
Amendment rights. Those who would
limit or prohibit busking should ask themselves if they would want someone else
prohibiting their artistic preferences or
limiting their First Amendment rights.
Westfield is to be commended for celebrating the rich cultural heritage of all
music by permitting busking to flourish
on the streets of downtown.
Other interesting information on the
topic of busking can be found in
Wilkopedia including: Busking can refer to any type of street entertainment,
including not only music, but also clowning, improvisation, poetry, balloon modeling, dancing, acrobatics, magic or juggling. Some of the most famous artists
and groups that started their careers as
buskers include, the Blue Man Group,
Cirque Du Soleil, Bob Hope, George
Burns, Rod Stewart, Dolly Parton, Billy
Joel, Eric Clapton, Simon and Garfunkel,
Jimmy Buffett, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez,
Judy Collins, Robin Williams and Joni
Mitchell.
Deborah Madison
North Plainfield

Open Space Trust Fund is not an
Endless Source of Money
Once again, Mayor Marks [Scotch
Plains] has invoked the myth of his mystical magical Open Space Trust Fund to
justify having Scotch Plains spend money
on a pet project of his without having to
explain why the taxpayers should foot the
bill. He is reported to have said that a
substantial portion of the $1,800,000 cost
for the proposed South Side turf field
would be financed by the Open Space
Trust Fund and that the impact on the
budget and taxpayers would be nil. This
would be hard to believe because the fund
has no more than about half that amount
in it, but Mayor Marks has done even
better than this before.
In a previous letter to the editor, a
resident concerned about misrepresentations with respect to the Open Space Trust
Fund by our mayor pointed out that she
had read that the Scotch Plains Town
Council approved a $380,000 bond ordinance to finance additional parkland at
Jerseyland Park. It was said at that time
that the transaction would be funded with
Township Open Space Trust Fund money.
She also said she read that the township
government at one point intended to purchase the western half of the Cooper Road
island for $350,000 using money from
the Open Space Trust fund. So in 2006 at
least $730,000 was spent justified by the
fact it would come out of Scotch Plains’s
Open Space Trust Fund.
It turns out that only $140,000 was
used from the Open Space Trust Fund in
2006 and none of the remaining funds
were reserved to pay any future bond
payments. I doubt if too many people who
think about this believe that the taxpayers
are not going to pay the additional

$590,000 through “higher taxes.”
Apparently, when the mayor says a
project is being financed by the Open
Space Trust Fund, he means that the fund
is being used for the down payment, and
the balance is to be funded by a bond that
our taxpayers will have to pay off for
years to come.
It’s time for the mayor to acknowledged that the “Open Space Trust Fund”
is not an endless source of funds for any
project he likes. The money in the Open
Space Trust Fund should be used to pay
down the bonds for the properties alleged
to have been bought with money from
that fund; and if the turf field is to built,
tell the truth that our taxes will go up and
the impact on the budget and the tax
payers will be more than nil.
The council should continue the questioning Councilman Kevin Glover is reported to have started and not be a rubber
stamp for the mayor. If the previous council had lived up to its responsibilities, we
would not have the miniature golf course
or the municipal building debacles we are
presently faced with. We don’t need another miscalculation on the part of this
administration that the taxpayers will wind
up paying for.
If the taxpayers are to be forced to pay
for a second turf field before the first one
is constructed, the administration should
lay their cards on the table and permit an
honest public discussion.
Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains
Editor’s Note: Mr. Samuel is Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee Chair.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Physeter – A sperm whale
2. Brunion – A nectarine
3. Teratism – A monstrosity; a malformed fetus
4. Decertation – A fight or contest for
mastery
MARICOLOUS
1. Bearing, producing, or furnishing
pearls
2. Causing a condition of progressive
emaciation
3. Marine or sea-dwelling
4. In geology, marked with scars or
crevices
SOBRIQUET
1. A formal sitting or meeting of a court
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A nickname
4. Wet mud
SALERATUS
1. An evergreen shrub which bears the
salal berry
2. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
3. A hall or a room
4. Baking soda
IMPINGUATION
1. The act of pawning or condition of
being pawned
2. A dashing or clashing
3. In falconry, repair of a hawk’s feathers or wings
4. A flattened state or condition

Promise Made, Promise
Kept with SP Website
I for one would like to recognize and
thank Councilman Glover for delivering
on his commitment to push for and deliver a new Township of Scotch Plains
website that is not only filled with useful
and helpful information and facts about
our Township, but it also looks great and
is easy to navigate. Our new site is one
that we can be proud of. Give it a try at
Scotchplainsnj.com.
Thanks again, councilman, and all the
members of our township’s technology
committee (of which my husband is a
member) for your fine efforts and a job
well done.
Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Master Gardeners
Thank Community
The Master Gardeners of Union County
thank the community for its support during our Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale
this past May. This is our only major
fundraiser of the year. The funds we raise
enable us to offer horticulture programs
to nursing homes, schools and other community organizations, to grow fresh vegetables in our “Sharing Garden” for distribution to shelters, community food
banks and soup kitchens, to provide speakers on gardening topics and to grant annual awards to Union County Vocational
Technical School’s (UCVTS) horticulture students and for 4-H gardening activities with children.
We would also like to thank the following individuals and nurseries for their
support of our Fair: Bonnie Baldasare and
UCVTS, Amberg Perennial Farm and
Garden Center of Scotch Plains; Bartell
Farm and Garden Supply of Clark; Dreyer
Farms of Cranford; Miele’s Greenhouses
of Clark; Williams Nursery of Westfield;
the Union County Freeholders, the county
Parks and Recreation, Public Works and
the Union County Police Department.
New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its
mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.
Anyone with an interest in gardening and
a commitment to volunteer service can
become a Master Gardener. No previous
education or training in horticulture is
required.
A new Master Gardener class is starting this fall at the Union County RCE
office in Westfield. Contact Lynne
Orlofsky at (908) 654-9854 for an application.
Joanne Krueger, Fair Chair
Scotch Plains

News Just In
Prosecutor Seeks
Accident Information
The Union County Prosecutor’s Office
is appealing to the public for information
about a fatal motor vehicle collision that
occurred in Elizabeth on July 21, 2007 at
approximately 8:45 p.m. at the intersection of First Street and Ripley Place. The
collision resulted in the death of 5-yearold Jayxis Nieves.
Anyone with information of the accident is asked to call: Det. Patricia Gusmano
of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
at (908) 527-4618 or Det. Richard
Hernandez of the Elizabeth Police Department at (908) 558-2066.

NJ Treasury Extends
Rebate Filing Deadline
TRENTON – “Rebate checks for eligible nonsenior, nondisabled homeowners
who file their applications by the original
August 15, 2007, deadline are scheduled
to be mailed in the fall. Checks for applications filed between August 16 and the
extended deadline of October 31, 2007,
will be issued as quickly as possible...”
Legislative District 20 officials have
established training programs for next
week in Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Roselle
and Union to assist in filing out the rebate
forms. Residents in those towns can call
(908) 624-0880 to register.
For questions in the Scotch Plains area,
call LD22 office at (908) 668-1900.
For questions in the Westfield area,
call LD 21 office at (908) 232-3673.
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Letters to the Editor

New Bon Jovi CD Encourages
Perseverance In Hard Times

When Does Sharing an Opinion on
Railroads Equate to Treason?

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
A Faithful Reader writes: Throughout
the years, I have written to you to request
some help in planning a course I give at
a local college. I teach an English and
Modern Culture course, and I often use
music in my presentations on a given
theme. You have been a helpful “music
maven” in the past, so I turn to you again.
Currently, is there any CD that captures the spirit of so many young individuals who are trying to find themselves and their destinies? We do live in
a difficult and anxious moment in time,
and I’d like to reach my students by
having them focus on music and/or a
musical artist they respect who symbolizes the difficulties in growing up and
surviving challenges in life.
Answer: Thank you for your letter and
for the four previous ones. I am very
tempted to ask you if I could sit in on one
of your classes. In response to your question, there is a new CD (which has hit the
top of the charts) that addresses this very
issue.
The artist is the extremely popular
Bon Jovi, a New Jersey musical treasure.
The CD is “Lost Highway.” So many
listeners can identify with Bon Jovi’s
main theme: How do we cope with life’s
traumas, including lost love? How do we
meet the challenge of sadness, of not
wanting to move on? How do we deal
with our anxieties and insecurities? How
do we realize that, as we change, our
values and priorities change (“these trinkets once were treasures!”)? These are
questions we face during our lifetime:
What is the meaning of life and how do
we give it meaning?
Bon Jovi proposes some appropriate
answers on which to speculate:
1. “All everybody wants is something
to believe.”
2. We are all looking for forgiveness
and someone to trust … it all comes
down to us! We must be understanding,
caring, trusting.
3. Bon Jovi advocates assertion, attempts to move on and not stay in mis-

Letters to
the Editor
Cranford Flood Control
Or County VIP Tent?
I just read Cranford Councilman George
McDonough’s letter to the editor in the
Cranford Chronicle. Everyone has the
right to their opinion, but he is a councilman and as such should be more respectful of issues and his fellow administrators.
Mr. McDonough, who is a Democrat,
attacks Republican Cranford Deputy
Mayor Bob Puhak’s visit to the county
freeholder meeting — calling it “circuslike, a spectacle, a confrontation and a
partisan political move.” Deputy Mayor
Puhak is asking the county to restore their
pledge about funding the Cranford flood
project.
It’s guys like McDonough that give
New Jersey politicians a bad name and
why I am registered as an Independent. I
was at that freeholder meeting to speak
about how Cranford flooding affects
Garwood. The Garwood Brook flows into
the Cranford River. When the Cranford
River floods, Garwood Brook backs up
onto our backyards.
There was no circus-like atmosphere.
This was a plea for help from professionals and residents who represented
Cranford to the county government. Two
residents cried when they described past
floods, their home’s damage and the helplessness that they feel when they can’t
offer security to their family while floodwaters pour into their homes. My eyes
swelled up. This was not partisan. I sat
next to two Cranford friends who attended and they are Democrats.
My encounters with McDonough and
Puhak are limited. I met Deputy Mayor
Puhak recently at a Rahway Valley Sewerage seminar regarding the attempts of
the Authority to monetize this asset. He
was attentive and concerned about his
Cranford contingent. He wanted to learn
all he could. When Deputy Mayor Puhak
spoke at the freeholder meeting, he was
eloquent, well versed with the facts and
concerned about the Cranford people.
Unfortunately, Mr. McDonough was
not at the freeholder meeting or at the
RVSA monetization meeting. Possibly
he doesn’t feel that these issues are high
on his radar.
On the county watchdog website, a
video shows Mr. McDonough squirreled
away in the Union County VIP tent at the
“Musicfest” rubbing elbows while he
pumps up a keg of beer. His brew, entertainment and comfort all apparently paid
for by our taxes.
My guess is that he secretly doesn’t
want the county to keep their pledge for
funding Cranford’s flood project. Reason? Maybe next year there won’t be
money available for the VIP tent.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

ery. “I’m willing to try; I’m sick of
giving up.”
4. Bon Jovi wants us to accept the
reality that we all have problems, but we
must move on. This is firmly cited in the
song, “Everybody’s Broken.”
5. A recurring theme is the power in
expressing love, the importance of honesty in expressing feelings and not keeping them in, with misunderstood results.
But enough. I hope this is helpful. The
CD, “Lost Highway,” is a meaningful
expression of an artist to share his views
of life and its complications, and the
importance of being motivated and going forward, no matter the unresolved
stress we bring along. The future can be
brighter!
A Confused Wife writes: I think my
husband has Alzheimer’s. He is only 55
years old, but shows signs that concern
me. In particular, “Charlie’s” (disguised
name) father is dying from cancer and
his mother keeps asking Charlie to address important issues: power of attorney, a will, a living will, memorial and
funeral services, and so on.
Charlie is a busy accountant, and keeps
saying that he forgets to handle these
matters. This has been going on for
months. Charlie and his dad have been
extremely close throughout his life. I cannot believe that Charlie is having a power
struggle with his mother or that he has
pent up, angry feelings towards his dad
and, consequently, is refusing to cooperate. He keeps saying that he forgets, and
forgets and forgets. I am insisting that he
see his internist. I am hoping that the
doctor will clarify how serious a memory
loss problem this is. Am I overacting?
Answer: I think you have a real concern for your husband’s problem, which
appears rather specific. I believe that the
problem is different than you think. You
do not indicate that he has memory loss
in other situations. I suspect that Charlie
is traumatized and depressed over the
impending loss of his father, and that it is
too painful for him to take care of the
necessary needs connected to this crisis.
Too often, forgetting is a way of avoiding the reality of the situation and the
agony and depression which will ensue.
This is one way of coping with an extremely difficult situation, the loss of a
loved one. Try to be understanding, and
at the same time, encourage Charlie to
see a therapist who can help him cope
with these feelings in a healthier manner. In the short and long term of this
crisis, Charlie can be helped to resolve
some of these troublesome feelings which
will enable him to handle his father’s
legal affairs, etc. in a more appropriate
manner. Good luck. Please show him
this column.
An Angry Grandmother writes: My
daughter had a child and named the baby
Dakota (disguised name). This is not a
name; it’s a state. Ridiculous; I will not
accept it. No baby gift for this grandchild.
Answer: Ridiculous! Your daughter
has the right to choose any name she
wants for her child. If you reject the
child, you will miss out on a lot of love
and affection. Please reconsider, and this
could be the best gift you could give this
child!

Last week in The Westfield Leader,
Mr. William Wright of Cranford, who is
a known expert in his field of railroads,
responded to letters which I had penned
regarding Union County’s rail lines. Mr.
Wright rambled on about the GOP, Al
Queda, WWII (the Big One), big oil,
electrified trains in other countries,
roadkill and America’s dependence on
the automobile.
He also questioned who writes my
material. He touched on many important
issues, which by the way, I fully understand and mostly agree with. However, he
never once addressed what my letters
were clearly about. I raised questions
about public safety and quality of life here
in Union County. He also did not mention
the Freeholder board being less than forthright throughout the rail reactivation process and just who is benefiting at whose
expense.
The report prepared for the State of NJ
by the UC Dept. of Economic Development clearly talks about transporting
highly flammable ethanol and creating
train-to-truck depots here in Union
County, probably in the Cranford area.
Mr. Wright writes about taking gas guzzling cars and trucks off the roads and
highways in favor of energy efficient
passenger and freight trains but fails to
explain how creating these train-to-truck
depots will accomplish this end. Is it
possible that this proposal will only maintain the current status quo or perhaps even
increase the number of trucks on North
and South Avenues?
He beats up on the oil companies, but

fails to acknowledge how they stand to
benefit, perhaps the most, by the rail
reactivation or the addition of freight trains
that will carry the by-products of the
refinery process on what are now high
speed passenger rails. So isn’t his strenuous advocating for these trains actually
promoting the cause of “Big Oil” which
he portrays as contemptible?
Mr. Wright’s assumption that I am
anti-rail is totally off the mark or that
Arlene Murphy and I are joined at the hip
and as he put it – “Pedaling GOP/Greedy
Oil Promoters malarkey about how bad
trains are” — is just that, a lot of malarkey.
Though we sit on opposite sides of the
political aisle, Arlene and I do share a
common concern for the safety of the
residents. Since we both reside a mere
stones throw from the rails, we are both
reminded daily when we look out of our
windows of what could happen if all of
the proper measures are not undertaken to
ensure safe operation of these trains, including proper handling of what they
could carry.
And, William Wright’s closing statement, “P and A are spouting treason,” is
certainly puzzling, as since when does
asking questions, researching issues then
formulating and sharing an opinion equate
to treason? Rather it seems that our not
blindly accepting what he has decided is
in the best interest of the county is really
what “W” objects to.
Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Stop the Multitude of Things that
Democrats Want to Sell Off
I could not stay quiet after reading
William Wright’s letter to the editor in
last week’s Westfield Leader. I have to
ask him if he has done any research on this
issue or is he simply lashing out over an
issue that the current incumbent Democrats on the freeholder board look very
poorly on.
Also looking poorly is Senator Nick
Scuturi from Linden and up for re-election this year in the 22nd legislative district, which encompasses Fanwood and
Scotch Plains. As a Freeholder, he stated
in a letter to the people of Union County
that there would be no reactivation of
freight lines in Union County. However,
the public quickly found out that a contract was signed prior to him penning that
wondrous piece of fiction. We are left to
wonder how we can trust someone that
deliberately misleads the public.
Also, Mr. Wright fails to examine the
proposed contents of these trains, which
are not slated to assist with commuters.
They are in fact oil products. Also who
said these trains would not be diesel? I
believe that is up to the discretion of the
operator, but let us assume the trains are
electric. The majority of electric in this
area is produced with again — oil products.
I can clearly say that I have many
issues with this project. The fact that
taxpayers in the county and state are expected to pick up the tab for what seems

to be more insider dealing in the Democrats’ own personal interests is troubling.
The plastic pellets, which are the only
thing the operator will admit to carrying
at this point, are extremely dangerous to
the environment if released.
Clearly Mr. Wright has done little research as to the great cause he is trumpeting. It is very easy for a person to say how
the GOP has oil in their pockets, but as an
Assembly candidate for the 22nd district,
I can assure you I have not received any
funding from “Big Oil.”
Mr. Wright and all the voters in Union
County and the state need to put this
partisan anger aside this year and truly be
educated when casting their ballots in
November. This year can decide how
much of the State of New Jersey is left unprivatized. What kind of state do you
want to live in? One where we surrender
our rights as citizens to the interest of
politicians and investors in the multitude
of things that the Democrats want to sell
off?
I personally would like to see our communities remain exactly that — communities. New Jersey can again be the place
people see themselves and their families
staying — but only if we reverse course
now. Another year or two could be too
late to undo the damage that we are suffering.
Bryan DesRochers, Rahway
Assembly Candidate 22nd LD

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS
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Dear Governor Corzine,
The local access channels have become
an important part of the emergency management plans for many communities.
The legislation that permitted statewide
competition among cable providers has
had an unintended consequence. The new
state franchise has not provided the local
channels in many communities and I believe this is an immediate and critical
public safety issue.
The legislation required statewide providers to provide local access, but the
legislation is somewhat unclear and negotiations between existing providers and
Verizon have apparently stalled. The dispute between the existing providers and
Verizon may take a very long time to
resolve without your intervention.
I respectfully request that your office
intervene to attempt to work out the differences between existing providers and
Verizon in order that citizens will have

access to local emergency information.
The bill does require the statewide provider to install a return line to municipalities that request it. Verizon has advised
my office that one line, as required by the
legislation, may be inadequate for most
communities.
The Board of Public Utilities has indicated they do not have the authority to
impose a settlement and can only mediate
the dispute. I believe that your office may
have the ability to encourage a speedy
resolution.
As a member of the Law and Public
Safety Committee, I believe your early
attention to this matter is critical.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.
Jon M. Bramnick

Editor’s Note: Mr. Bramnick of
Westfield is Assemblyman for the 21st
Legislative District.

Ironically, Railroad Development Will
Increase Truck Traffic in the County
A letter to the editor published in The
Westfield Leader [written by William
Wright] is filled with nonsense. I am
surprised you published it. In it, I am
maligned by a man who does not know
me. He blatantly slanders me by calling
me a “greedy oil promoter,” and he defamed my work as an advocate and educator for justice and peace.
He asks who writes my stuff, “big oil or
Al Qaeda?” How bizarre.
In researching the Union County Freeholders’ leasing of the right-of-way
through eight Union County towns to the
Morristown & Erie freight line for 17
cents a month, I have found many irregularities, misrepresentations and deceptions. I have written about many of them.
Mr. Wright never challenges the specifics of my letters, but resorts to namecalling and defamation.
He accuses Patricia Quattrocchi, an
outspoken advocate for the people of
Union County, and me of “spouting treason.” Is it treason to be concerned about
what our elected and appointed officials
do with public funds, as well as safety,
security, and quality of life issues?
County taxpayers are being railroaded
by our politicians. Anyone who wants to
know more can read the Operating Agree-

ment and other information, such as
Roselle’s Environmental Justice Petition and pictures of the work of M&E,
our “good neighbor” on the
stopthetrain.org website. Other interesting information about this bug in
Wright’s bonnet can be found on
unioncountywatchdog.org.
Mr. Wright is wrong about the M&E
freight coming through our towns as a
means of reducing truck traffic in the
area. At several meetings I have attended
in recent months, the topic of truck depots
and transfer stations in these towns was
discussed. The irony of it all is that it not
only will increase road traffic, it will be a
business boom for oil companies.
I personally, for Wright’s information,
am a regular user of good old public
transportation and car-pooling. As an old
chemistry teacher, I would like to remind
him that the difference in gasoline and
diesel fuel is the length of their carbon
chains. Both substances are refined from
crude oil. Therefore, “Greedy Oil Promoters” are those who waste this resource,
whether by train, plane or car. Welcome
to the world, William Wright.
Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment
Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

Two answers. Two minutes.

Up to $200 off.
Save 35-50%
ON ALL HANDMADE SHIFMAN MATTRESSES,
PLUS TAKE THE SHIFMAN QUIZ TO WIN
UP TO

$200 CASH REBATE*.

PLUS FREE AUDIOVOX
PORTABLE DVD
PLAYER WITH MASTERS
SET PURCHASES

Introducing the Shifman Quiz.
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Valley Furniture Shop Giveaway!
Masters Collection Set purchases
will receive a Bonus
Audiovox Portable DVD Player!

Limited time only!
*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set - no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.
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Answer two simple questions, and you’ll get a cash rebate
of up to $200 off our handcrafted mattresses.
To answer the questions and print your Rebate Coupon,
go to: www.shifmanmattresses.com/quiz
and enter the Promotion Code VJ786.
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Twin Ea. Pc. $1060 $599 $

Twin Set

$3100 $1799

$

Full Ea. Pc. $1280 $739

Full Set

$3720 $2099

$

Queen Set $2790 $1599
King Set

$4010 $2249

Queen Set $4410 $2499
King Set

$5890 $3399

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
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Westfield Resident to Chair
United Way Celebration
WESTFIELD – Representatives fundraiser honoring the work of
from the United Ways of Greater Schering-Plough and other commuUnion County, Summit, New Provi- nity leaders,” she added.
dence and Berkeley Heights have
The annual “Celebration!” brings
announced that Susan Levy-Cantor together supporters, United Way agenof Westfield will chair this year’s cies and partner organizations to honor
annual “Celebration!” event. It will the work of noted people within Greater
be held on October 12 at
Union County. This
The Atrium in Building
year’s event will be a col100 of Connell Corporalaboration between the
tion Park in Berkeley
United Ways of Greater
Heights.
Union County, Summit,
“Susan’s dedication to
New Providence and
charity and her commitBerkeley Heights.
ment to the community is
“This event is very
remarkable. I am truly
important because it
honored that she has
will enable United Way
agreed to chair this imto continue to provide
portant event,” said Jim
critical services in
Horne, Chief Executive
underserved communiOfficer of the United Way
ties throughout Union
Susan Levy-Cantor
of Greater Union County
County,” Ms. Levy(UWGUC).
Cantor said. “It is an opportunity for
Ms. Levy-Cantor is director of us to give back to the community and
Business Development at Schering- help those who are in need.”
Plough Consumer Healthcare. She
The proceeds from this year’s event
has been involved with United Way will support 2-1-1, United Way’s
for more than a decade and has served health and human services hotline.
as a board member of the UWGUC The helpline connects people in
since 2006. In addition, she is imme- Greater Union County and throughdiate past chairman of UWGUC’s out New Jersey to local services, comWomen’s Leadership Initiative.
munity resources and other govern“I am deeply honored to chair this ment assistance programs.
year’s annual “Celebration!” event,”
The annual “Celebration!” event also
Ms. Levy-Cantor said. “This year’s serves as a forum to salute the accomcelebration promises to be very excit- plishments of the previous year and to
ing. We are taking the traditional an- kick off the 2007-2008 campaign. At
nual United Way event and trans- this year’s event, UWGUC plans to
forming it by inviting the public to give an update on the progress of the
join United Way, representatives from United Way Needs Assessment. Tickpartner agencies and local elected ets are $75 each and may be purchased
officials at a sophisticated, upscale by calling (908) 353-7171 or online at
wine tasting and silent auction brownpapertickets.com/event/18244.

Girl Scout Councils Team
For Annual Golf Classic
WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC), based in Westfield, will
once again team with the Girl Scout
Council of Greater Essex and Hudson
Counties (GSCGEHC) to present the
10th Annual Juliette Low Golf Classic this fall.
The event will be held on Monday,
October 15, at the Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club in Scotch Plains.
All proceeds from the outing will
benefit Girl Scouting in the councils’ combined five-county jurisdiction, delivering the Girl Scout experience to more than 17,000 girls.
Opportunities are available to become involved either in a sponsorship or participatory capacity.
The day will get underway at 8:30
a.m. with registration and breakfast.
Golfers will begin to challenge
Shackamaxon’s 6,615-yard layout at
10:30 a.m. in a shotgun start. A cocktail reception will take place at 4 p.m.,
followed by dinner at 5 p.m. Prior to
and during dinner, a silent auction will
be held featuring various prizes.
Currently, the councils are seeking businesses, organizations and individuals interested in partnering
with them to produce this event.
Sponsorship options run the gamut
from $75 to $10,000.
For more information on how to
get involved, please call Marion
McCarthy at (973) 746-8200, extension no. 136, or Ross Blacker at
(908) 232-3236, extension no. 1209.

Individual golfer spots (including
the cocktail hour and dinner) are
priced at $325, while cocktails and
dinner only are priced at $125.
More information on the upcoming golf outing or Girl Scouting is
available by visiting gschec.org or
westfieldnj.com/girlscouts, the respective websites for the GSCGEHC
and GSWRC.

Parent Orientation Set
For ‘Y’ Swim Program
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a Swim Lesson Parent
Orientation on Tuesday, August 14,
from 6:45 to 8 p.m. It will take place
in Room 107-108 at the main “Y”
facility, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Admission is free and open
to members and non-members.
Parents will learn about the
Westfield Area “Y” swim lesson program, skills taught at each level and
how to progress from one level to
another. A question-and-answer period will be included with Aquatic
Director Patti Cassiba and Assistant
Aquatic Director Rob Faggiano.
For more information, please contact Patti Cassiba at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 223, or e-mail
pcassiba@westfieldynj.org.
The Westfield Area “Y” services
the communities of Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield. Financial assistance is
available for those who qualify.

Donations Sought to Assist
Seriously Ill WHS Alumna

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM LYNCH WERTHEIMER
(She is the former Miss Katherine Anne Egan)

Miss Katherine Egan
Weds William Wertheimer
Miss Katherine Anne Egan, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Egan
of Westfield, was married on Saturday, July 15, 2006, to William Lynch
Wertheimer. He is the son of The Honorable and Mrs. William L’Estrange
Wertheimer, also of Westfield.
The Reverend Monsignor Joseph
Masiello officiated at the afternoon
ceremony, which took place at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. A reception followed
that evening at The Hilton Short Hills
in Short Hills.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a Vera Wang strapless
ivory gown made of English silk netting. Her cathedral-length veil featured lace and crystals. She carried a
bouquet of ivory roses and ivy.
Miss Whitney Pearce of Boston,
Mass., a friend of the bride, served as
the maid of honor. The bridal attendants included Miss Jennifer
Kassakian of Washington, D.C., Mrs.
Amy Smucker of Readfield, Me., Miss
Kati Bertelson of Westfield, Mrs.
Amanda Honick of Sayreville, Miss
Abby Kussell of Boston, Mass. and
Miss Elizabeth Rice of Alexandria,
Va., all friends of the bride.
All wore knee-length raspberry silk
dresses and carried bouquets of peonies, gerbera daisies and roses.
Liam Wertheimer of New York City
was his brother’s best man. Serving as

ushers were Ryan Mann of Westfield,
Ian Brady of Lynnfield, Mass., Jerome
Steward of Westfield and David
Schaller of Long Beach, Calif., all
friends of the bridegroom, along with
Daniel Egan and Brendan Egan, both
brothers of the bride from Westfield.
Miss Sally Egan and Miss Autumn
Egan, nieces of the bride, were the
flower girls. Niles Egan, the bride’s
nephew, was the ring bearer.
Patrick Egan, Brian Egan and William Egan, all brothers of the bride, and
Mrs. Mary Jezior, the bridegroom’s
godmother, did scripture readings.
A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English from Colby
College in Waterville, Me., graduating cum laude. She teaches English
and coaches soccer and track at
Westfield High School.
The bridegroom graduated in 1995
from Westfield High School and was
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Criminal Justice from Kean University in Union. He is a sales representative for Forever Collectibles, a sports
merchandise company in Edison.
The bridegroom’s parents hosted a
rehearsal dinner at the Plainfield
Country Club in Plainfield the evening
before the wedding.
Following a wedding trip to Key
West, Fla., the couple resides in
Westfield.

CLASS ACT…Members of the Westfield Service League’s Provisional Class for
2007-2008 share their anticipation for the upcoming league year, during which the
non-profit group will celebrate its 75th anniversary. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Barbara Zakarin, Linda Skowronski, Judy Leitner and Sandy Charney.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League (WSL) has announced
its incoming provisional class for the
upcoming year. Members of the class
include Sandy Charney of
Mountainside along with Westfield
residents Judy Leitner, Linda
Skowronski and Barbara Zakarin.
These four women will spend the
2007-2008 year working weekly in
either the WSL’s thrift shop or its
consignment shop as well as volunteering with the Westfield Food Pantry and Mobile Meals.
The Food Pantry is housed at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Mobile Meals delivers
meals to ill, handicapped or elderly
individuals who are unable to shop or
prepare meals for themselves.
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"Reading is good for you."

WESTFIELD – A Westfield High
School graduate who suffers from a
rare and chronic autoimmune disease
could die unless she receives a transplant of her own stem cells by early
September.
Michele Marron-Meyerhoff, Class
of 1959, has scleroderma and requires
oxygen around the clock. She sought
coverage from her insurance company
for the transplant but was turned down
because the carrier deemed the procedure experimental for scleroderma.
Her high school classmates, along
with friends and family members, are
working with the National Foundation for Transplants to raise the
$160,000 needed for the procedure
within the next few weeks. Ms.
Marron-Meyerhoff already has incurred $2.5 million in medical bills.
She was hospitalized for almost seven
months last year and spent several
weeks on a ventilator to support her
breathing.
Scleroderma is a rare and chronic
autoimmune disease that causes the
connective tissues in the body to
harden. In Ms. Marron-Meyerhoff’s

Wet Down Celebration
On Tap This Saturday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Fire
Department will debut its new ladder
truck with a “wet down” celebration
this Saturday, August 4, from 1 to 5
p.m. at LaGrande Park in Fanwood. It
will be open to the public.
Streets around the park will be
closed or designated as “no parking”
areas during the event. Affected streets
will include LaGrande and Marian
Avenues, Second, Third and Helen
Streets and Staagard Place. Event
parking will be permitted in the commuter lot behind the stores on Martine
Avenue and on all other streets in the
southwest quadrant not listed above.

The thrift and consignment shops
are both located at 114 Elmer Street
in Westfield. They feature clothing
for men, women and children, along
with shoes, jewelry, books and household goods. Open from early September through early June, the shops
currently are closed for the summer
and will reopen again on Wednesday,
September 5. All proceeds from shop
sales are directed to local charities.
A non-profit organization, the WSL
will celebrate its 75th anniversary
year beginning in September. During
its end-of-the-year brunch in June,
the league installed its slate of officers for 2007-2008, honored members
on reaching various service milestones and celebrated achievements
of the past year.

case, her lungs have been severely
damaged. To prevent further progression of the illness, her doctor wants
her to have the transplant, which does
not involve use of any embryonic
stem cells.
Donations for Ms. MarronMeyerhoff may be made to the National Foundation for Transplants, N.J.
Stem Cell Fund, 2560 Route 22, Box
208, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076-1529.
In addition to checks, VISA,
Mastercard or American Express credit
cards are accepted or contributions
may be made online at transplants.org;
click on Patients We Help and type
“Marron” in the search box. For more
information, please call Fundraising
Chairman Barbara O’Desky at (732)
748-1485 or Publicity Chairman Gene
Dillard at (609) 871-4267.

Church Invites Public
To Labyrinth Walk
CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford will sponsor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sunday, August 5. All walks will be held
in Bates Hall at the church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue.
Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m. but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.
The 11-ringed pattern, painted on
canvas, is modeled after the 13thcentury labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral in France. In Medieval times,
walking the labyrinth symbolized
the Christian pilgrimage to Jerusalem for those who could not personally make the journey. For more information concerning the labyrinth
program or future walks, please call
the church at (908) 276-8440.

Shrine of St. Joseph Invites
Public to Country Festival
AREA – The Shrine of Saint Joseph, located at 1050 Long Hill Road
in Stirling, will hold its 15th Annual
Country Fun Festival on the shrine
grounds on Saturday, September 15,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission to
the event is free but a $2 donation for
parking is requested.
The all-day event will feature hayrides, scarecrows for stuffing, a toddler hay maze, piñata fun and various

NALC Mets Bus Trip
Slated to Benefit MDA

Westfield Service League
Names Provisional Class

The Westfield Leader
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SCOTCH PLAINS – National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC)
Branch 4102 of Scotch Plains will
hold a bus trip to Shea Stadium for a
Mets game on Sunday, August 26.
This outing will benefit the Muscular
Dystrophy Association (MDA).
The bus will leave at 10:20 a.m.
from the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, located at 430 Park Avenue. Game time is 1 p.m. (subject to
change to 8 p.m. ESPN game).
The $45 per person cost includes
roundtrip transportation to and from
Shea Stadium and a ticket to the game,
with upper deck seating. Additionally, there will be a 50/50 raffle on the
bus, giveaways for all children, prize
raffles and other extras. Availability
will be on a first-come, first-served
basis and interested persons are asked
to respond as soon as possible.
All proceeds will be donated to the
MDA. Checks should be made payable to: NALC Branch 4102 and
mailed to P.O. Box 245, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076, Attention: MDA Mets
Bus Trip. To respond or obtain more
information, please call Tony Perconte
at (732) 602-9881 or Rick Naples at
(732) 356-9290.

Caregivers Group Set
To Meet on Monday
WESTFIELD – A support group for
those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
August 6, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
Meetings are held on the first nonholiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

creative activities such as pumpkin
decorating, face painting and spin art.
All ages are welcome to walk or
dance around the Cake Walk to win a
home-baked cake or stuffed animal.
There also will be a Quonset hut
filled with flea market “treasures,”
opening at 9:30 a.m., as well as a
“Country Auction” at 1 p.m. in the
Shrine Auditorium.
Additionally, participants will have
an opportunity to win Tricky Tray
baskets. There also will be a bake
table, popcorn and ice cream carts,
plus a food court.
“We invite everyone to come to our
Country Fun Festival and enjoy the
various activities,” said the Reverend
Peter Krebs, shrine director. “We’re
very proud of this event that brings so
many people together every year; it’s
a great opportunity to relax and have
fun together.”
In the event of rain, the festival will
be held the following Saturday, September 22. For more details, please call
(908) 647-0208 or visit stshrine.org.

Sale to Benefit Clients
Of Center For Hope
WESTFIELD – The Hope Chest
Thrift Shop, which benefits the Center For Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care, will hold a one-dollar-per-item
sale of all women’s and children’s
clothing from Saturday, August 18, to
Saturday, August 25.
Also available at reduced prices
are men’s suits, shirts, sweaters and
pants. Fine jewelry, along with household items, crystal and china, are featured at the shop as well.
Volunteers from the Center For
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
Auxiliary operate the thrift shop,
which is managed by Auxiliary President Helga Thomas. All funds raised
enable the Center For Hope to continue its mission of providing physical, emotional and spiritual support
to people facing the challenges of a
life-limiting illness, regardless of their
ability to pay.
The Hope Chest Thrift Shop, located at 26 Prospect Street in Westfield,
is open Monday through Saturday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Donations are accepted on Tuesday and Saturday. For
more information, please call the shop
at (908) 233-9973.
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Katherine Lechner Serves
With Peace Corps in Mali
WESTFIELD – Katherine Lechner,
the daughter of Rita and David
Lechner of Westfield, was recently
accepted into the Peace Corps. She
departed last month for the African
nation of Mali to become a health
education volunteer.
Ms. Lechner, 22, will collaborate
with rural community health centers
to promote awareness of HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted infection, prenatal care programs, nutrition counseling and vaccination campaigns. She also will work to develop
health and hygiene education curricula in local schools.
A Westfield High School graduate,
Ms. Lechner graduated cum laude
from Macalester College in St. Paul,
Minn. in December 2006 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology.
She previously worked as a health
educator for Macalester College.
“I learned about the Peace Corps
from Peace Corps volunteers during
a study abroad in Madagascar,” said
Ms. Lechner, describing what motivated her to become a volunteer. “They
were so willing to teach the Americans and were well-integrated into
their Malagasy communities.”

During the first three months of her
service, Ms. Lechner will live with a
host family in Mali to become fully
immersed in the country’s language
and culture. After acquiring the language and cultural skills necessary to
assist her community, she will serve
for two years in Mali, living in a
manner similar to people in her host
country.
Ms. Lechner joined the 177 New
Jersey residents currently serving in
the Peace Corps. At the present time,
141 Peace Corps volunteers are working within Mali to confront imminent
food shortages due to a rapidly growing population and frequent droughts.
Volunteers strive to improve domestic food production, as well as
find solutions to difficulties in water
availability, environmental conservation and micro-enterprise development. More than 2,100 Peace Corps
volunteers have served in Mali since
the start of its program in 1971.
The Peace Corps is celebrating a
46-year legacy of service at home and
abroad. Peace Corps volunteers must
be United States citizens, at least 18
years old and willing to make a 27month commitment.

CHAMPION OF THE DISABLED…Charles Newman discusses his job as head
of the Office for the Disabled of Union County and the services it provides to help
people with disabilities live more independently. He gave his talk at the June 7
meeting of the Westfield Area Old Guard.

Charles Newman Spotlights
Services For Disabled People
WESTFIELD – Charles Newman,
head of the Office for the Disabled
within the Union County Department
of Human Services, was the guest
speaker at the Westfield Area Old
Guard’s June 7 meeting.
Mr. Newman graduated as a business administration major from Seton Hall University after being severely injured during his junior year
at a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football game by making a
tackle on the first play, in which he
sustained a spinal cord injury that
resulted in paralysis. With medical
help and stamina he now lives and

Tourney Raises Funds
To Fight Breast Cancer
SCOTCH PLAINS – Forty members of the Scotch Hills Women’s Golf
Organization participated in a Rally
for the Cure golf tournament June 12
that was dedicated to raising funds for
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation. Event organizers Francie
Gibbons and Mary Kay Danskin reported that $1,049 was raised.
Members and staff of the golf club
in Scotch Plains donated refreshments
and prizes. Winners of the special
events and the prizes they were
awarded included Joan Harvist, Closest to the Line, free golf for the season; Carol Nichols, Longest Putt,
Komen pink putter; Marcia Stohr,
Longest Drive, Swiss Army watch,
and Bev Chandler, Closest to the Pin,
free lesson from the pro.
The Low Gross winner in Flight A
was Joanne Voci, 43; Flight B, Barbara Laguna, 48, and Flight C, a 5656 tie between Arlene LaTourette and
Olga Rose.

works independently.
Mr. Newman’s job responsibilities
include advancing greater independence for people with disabilities
through advocacy, information and
referral services in areas including
accessibility, the Americans with Disabilities Act, assistive technology, education, employment, housing, legal
assistance, recreation and transportation.
Additionally, Mr. Newman administers the Personal Assistance Services Program that enables people
with physical disabilities to work and
live independently.
The Westfield Area Old Guard
welcomes retired men in the area to
gather for refreshments, fellowship
and guest speakers on Thursdays from
8:30 a.m. to noon, from September
through June. Meetings will resume
on September 6 at the Westfield Area
YMCA at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

SHINING SILVER MOMENT…Members of Girl Scout Troop 441 celebrate
earning their Silver Award during a ceremony at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church. Pictured, from left to right, are: Samantha Bush, Christine Murphy,
Lauren Buckley, Allison Staniec, Sarah-Elisabeth Stein, Priyanka Kamath, Anna
Leistikow and Jenny Palumbo.

Troop 441 Members Earn
Girl Scout Silver Award
FANWOOD – Eight members of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girl Scout
Troop 441 recently received their
Silver Award, the highest award
available to Cadette Girl Scouts.
The award represents a girl’s accomplishments in Girl Scouting and
her community as she grows and
works to improve her life and the
lives of others. Troop 441 members
were honored at a ceremony May 29
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
The first four requirements of the
Girl Scout Silver Award help girls
build skills, explore careers, gain
leadership skills and make a commitment to self-improvement. For
the final requirement, each girl had
to devote at least 40 hours to complete a community service project.
For this step, the girls of Troop
441 split into three groups. Priyanka
Kamath, Jenny Palumbo and Allison
Staniec worked with Beyond School
Explorers, an after-school enrichment program organized by the Parent-Teacher Association at School
One in Scotch Plains.
The girls planned and taught a class
called Everyday Science for 16 students in kindergarten through grade
2. Working with troop leader Lorraine
Staniec, they conducted six classes,
which incorporated balloons, slime/
oobleck, acids and bases, explosions,
layered liquids and chromatography.
Samantha Bush, Christine Murphy
and Sarah-Elisabeth Stein researched
pet care and created a booth for the
2007 Pet Fair at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.
Its purpose was to educate people on
being responsible pet owners.
Working with troop leader Lois
Bush and Trailside staff member Lori
Kuo, they consulted with veterinarians, pet trainers and other experts
before creating posters and brochures
for their booth. They also made dog
treats and gave them out with the
recipe to the many dogs and owners
that they met at the pet fair.
Lauren Buckley and Anna
Leistikow assisted Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital (CSH) with a
fundraising event called “Walk N’
Roll,” which celebrated the opening
of CSH’s 10th facility, located in
New Brunswick.
The girls’ contribution involved
creating a booth to entertain children
attending the walk-a-thon. Working
with Leigh Beecham and Teresa
Valentino at CSH, they created games
and brought books, toys and crafts to
the event. The girls also helped with
pre-event publicity including folding
brochures and distributing flyers.
In addition to their Silver Award
activities, Troop 441’s itinerary this
year included three trips to Camp
Lou Henry Hoover in Middleville, a
tour of the State Police Academy in
Sea Girt and a visit to the CBS “Early
Show” in New York City.
The eight Silver Award recipients
and six other troop members ended the
year with a trip to Great Wolf Lodge in
the Poconos. All troop members have
just completed the eighth grade at
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains.

AREA – BRIDGES Outreach is
seeking donations of school supplies
for children living in shelters or in
need in Newark, Irvington, Summit
and New York. Last year, BRIDGES
distributed 500 backpacks and school
supplies to children in need.
Monetary donations will be used to
purchase backpacks. School supply
donations are requested by August
21, but will be accepted through September 14. Supplies can be delivered
to BRIDGES, located at 561 Springfield Avenue in Summit, on Tuesdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and on
Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
BRIDGES Outreach, Inc. is a New
Jersey non-profit corporation. All gifts
are tax-deductible. For more details,
please call Lois Bhatt at (908) 2730176 or see bridgesoutreach.org.

Y Squares to Host
Barn Dance in Clark
CLARK — The Y Squares Western
Square Dance Organization announces a Barn Dance on August 14,
at Zion Lutheran Church, 559 Raritan
Road, Clark, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
The dance is open to the public and
free. This is a chance for people unfamiliar with Modern Western Square
Dancing to experience it firsthand.
Dress is casual. Refreshments will be
provided. For further information call
Paul and Jan Sanderson at (908) 2332414 or Dianne and Don Madden, at
(609) 693-0247.

IN THE SERVICE…James Martinelli
of Westfield, the son of Patty
McCullough and Richard Martinelli,
recently graduated from George Washington University in Washington, D.C.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
with a major in History and a minor in
Classical Humanities. James also completed an Air Force ROTC program,
receiving a commission as a second lieutenant in this branch of the United States
military. After completing further training, he will be stationed in England.

Cannonball House
Will Open to Visitors
SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa
1750 Osborn Cannonball House, located at 1840 Front Street in Scotch
Plains, will be open to visitors on
Sunday, August 5. Costumed docents
will give tours from 2 to 4 p.m.
The Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood restored and furnished the saltbox farmhouse, which
it has operated as a museum since
1972. There is no admission charge.

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

GOLFING FOR A CAUSE…Three winners of the Scotch Hills Women’s Golf
Organization’s “Rally for the Cure” golf tournament celebrate the success of their
event in raising funds to fight breast cancer. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joan
Harvist, Carol Nichols and Marcia Stohr. Not pictured is Bev Chandler.

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Neighbor to
Neighbor,” a community program created to increase donations to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry, is approaching its two-year anniversary.
Since its inception, the shelves of the
pantry have been better stocked
through the support of the community.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry assists several dozen households in the two communities. The
members of these households rely on
donations to the local food pantry.
Although program founder Gary
Herzberg started college last fall, his
family has assumed the responsibilities for keeping “Neighbor to Neighbor” up and running while he is away.
Donations of nonperishable foods,
cleaning products and health and
beauty aids may be deposited in marked
collection bins near the inside entrances
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
and the Fanwood Memorial Library.
The donations are picked up and
brought to the local food pantry in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
least once a week. Items that are needed
include:
Personal products – soap, shampoo,
hair conditioner, toothpaste, shaving
and personal hygiene supplies, deodorant, moisturizing lotion and
mouthwash.
Paper products – toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, tissues.
Non-perishable foods – canned fruit
and vegetables, cereal, soup, juice,
Parmalat milk, rice, pasta, spaghetti
sauce, macaroni and cheese, beef stew,
canned meals, tuna, peanut butter, jelly,
tea, coffee, ketchup, mustard.
Cleaning supplies – laundry deter-

gent, various cleaning products.
Perishable donations also are welcome; however, all perishables must
be brought directly to the Scotch Plains
Tax Assessor’s Office in the municipal
building, located at 430 Park Avenue,
on Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. . For further
information concerning the food pantry, please call Marie Davis at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1-204.

Temple Sisterhood Sets
Rummage Sale Date
AREA – The Sisterhood of Temple
Sha’arey Shalom will conduct its
annual rummage sale on Sunday,
August 12, in the temple’s social
hall at 78 South Springfield Avenue
in Springfield. Sale hours will be 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 to 7:30 p.m.
Open to the public, the sale will
feature house wares, clothing, furniture and toys, among other items.
Additionally, Sunday evening will
be “Bag Night,” during which a
brown grocery bag can be filled up
with assorted items for $5.
Sha’arey Shalom is a Reform Jewish congregation affiliated with the
URJ – Union for Reform Judaism
(formerly Union of American Hebrew Congregations – UAHC). Its
membership is comprised of residents from many communities within
Union, Essex and Morris counties,
among them Westfield and Cranford.
For more information, please call
the temple office at (973) 379-5387,
e-mail office@shaarey.org or visit
the temple’s website, shaarey.org.

School Supplies Sought
For Needy Youngsters

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

Hillside Cemetery
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Food Pantry Contributions
Assist Needy Area Residents

Fanwood to Celebrate
National Night Out
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Community Policing Alliance (CPA) will
sponsor Fanwood’s National Night
Out celebration on Tuesday, August
7, starting at 6:30 p.m. It will take
place at LaGrande Park.
Free pizza, soda, water and giveaways will be available. Visitors also
will have a chance to see up close the
Fanwood Fire Department’s premiere
ladder truck following its official
launch at a “wet down” in LaGrande
Park on Saturday, August 4.
For more information on National
Night Out, please visit the Fanwood
CPA website, FanwoodCPA.org.
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LION LEADERS…Newly-installed Scotch Plains Lions Club officers gear up for
the 2007-2008 year. Pictured, from left to right, are: Membership Chairman
Dominic Lagano, First Vice President Ron Kelly, Second Vice President Paul
DuVoisin, President Barbara Anilo, Executive Committee member Marshall
Klein, Treasurer Don Wussler, Corresponding Secretary Jerry Kirshenbaum
and Recording Secretary Barney Barnett. Not pictured are Executive Committee
members Mike Solomon and George Church.

Scotch Plains Lions Club
Installs 2007-08 Officers
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club, part of the Lions
International service organization,
recently installed its new slate of
officers for 2007-2008.
Those installed include Barbara
Anilo, president; Ron Kelly, first vice
president; Paul DuVoisin, second vice
president; Don Wussler, treasurer;
Jerry Kirshenbaum, corresponding
secretary; Barney Barnett, recording
secretary; Dominic Lagano, membership chairman, and Marshall Klein,
Mike Solomon and George Church,
Executive Committee members.
Lions International is comprised
of more than 1.4 million members in
over 43,000 Lions Clubs around the
world. In New Jersey, there are more
than 250 Lions Clubs with 7,500
members.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club
meets on the second Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. at Jade Isle
Restaurant, located at 158 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains. Its various
fundraising activities benefit local
charities and community activities.
The organization’s primary focus is
assisting area organizations that
serve the blind and visually impaired.
For more information about the

Scotch Plains Lions Club or to attend a meeting, please call Barbara
Anilo at (908) 322-4472.
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LORENZ, EVERITT WHACK BACK-TO-BACK HOME RUNS

Sofa Kings Nip Val Decorators
In Home Improvement Battle
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brandon Lorenz launched a tworun home run and Jay Everitt followed with a solo blast in the eighth
inning to lift the Sofa Kings to a 7-6
victory over Val Decorators in the
“Battle of Home Improvement” in
the first round playoffs of the B Division of the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 25.

The third-seeded Sofa Kings totaled 14 hits, and Lorenz had two of
them to go with three runs scored.
Everitt added a pair of singles, an RBI
and a run scored to go with his solo
blast. Val Decorators tapped out 16
hits but the big bang, a three-run
triple, came from the bat of veteran
Paul Mikla. Veteran Drew Koski (run
scored) and Ryan Van Name each
poked three hits. Scott Semmens and
Sean Stanley (RBI) each had a pair of

singles.
Sofa King pitcher Craig Gatto made
a prediction at the beginning of the
eighth inning that could have rivaled
Nostradamus, the Sixteenth Century
seer. With his team trailing 6-4, Gatto
predicted, “Eight is our inning! Eight
is our inning! If we want to see our
season keep going, it’s right here.”
His stirring words of positive encouragement enlightened his defense
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST BASE…St. David’s Mike Stiller attempts to beat the throw to St. Pat first baseman Dennis
Hercel in the first inning.

GUY HOMERS, DBLS; MARKS 3 DBLS, MONROY 2 DBLS

St. Pats Pound St. Dave, 16-5,
In St. Bart’s Softball League
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING THE BALL SAIL OUT OF PLAY…Sofa King base runner Steve Dienes watches the ball sail out of play as
Val Decorator third baseman Paul Mikla dives for it.

REICHLE, CORBO, BELFORD AMASS NINE HITS, 8 RBI

Legionnaires Rip KMD Tuning
In Pitching Masterpiece, 16-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superior coaching played a role in
the American Legion’s 16-1 victory
over KMD Tuning of Mountainside,
but it was the pitching masterpiece
delivered from relief pitcher Tom
Lombardo that got the Tuners out of
sync in a Union County Senior 50+
Softball League game at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on July 26.
Lombardo stepped to the mound
with one out in the first inning to
replace starter Tom Straniero, who
had walked three of the four batters
he faced. The decision for the change
was the first of several slick strategic
maneuvers pulled off by team manager Keith Gibbons, still on the disabled list after fracturing his foot.
Straniero, however, was quick to
point out that, “I pitched a no-hitter.”
Perhaps Straniero’s ability to drop
his pitches everywhere around the
plate but not on it was nothing more
than a hideous ploy to give the Tuners
a false sense of confidence before
Lombardi stepped in to dazzle them
with his pinpoint brilliance that limited KMD to only six hits.
Gibbons successfully shuffled his
infielders and outfielders around like a
deck of cards in a casino game of
poker, which further confused the Tuners and produced a yield of three double
plays. Regardless of where they were

placed, Ed Belford, who played shortstop and third base, Angelo Corbo,
playing third and short, and Tony Williams, who played second, third and
wherever he was needed, vacuumed
all balls hit near them. After leaving
the mound, Straniero also tried his
hand at third and second. Harry Semple

hauled in everything hit to centerfield
and Bill Mirto provided definite stability at first base.
KMD shortstop Matt Costello, third
baseman Jerry McDermott and second baseman Greg Dellisanti made
some notable plays. Offensively,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

St. David seems to be hoping for
the opportunity to run the table in the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League playoffs, and that prospect
appears more likely after being
pounded, 16-5 by St. Patrick at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 27. In order to run the table in the
playoffs, a team must be firmly entrenched in last place in its respective
division. The Daves have a tight grip
on last in the Angels Division.
Power man Bob Guy, with his product of the 60s hairstyle, contributed
heavily to the Pats’ 23-hit onslaught
with a two-run home run, a double
and two singles, while scoring three
times. Scotch Plains Mayor Marty
Marks delivered three doubles, a
single, three runs scored and two RBI.
“Milk” Monroy bashed a pair of tworun doubles and scored three times.
Tony Blasi (2 RBI) and Paul Bifani
(double) each had three hits and scored

Branchburg 9s Top WF Blue
In NJ All-Star League Semis
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lighting was indeed sparking off
the “metal sticks” of the visiting thirdseeded Branchburg nine-year-old baseball team as they battered secondseeded Westfield Blue, 12-3, in the
North Jersey All-Star League championship semifinal game at Gumbert
Field in Westfield on July 27.
Branchburg’s Vinny Annuzinta came
out with his bat blazing and went 3-for3, including two doubles, a single and
two RBI. Josh Dela Cruz added some
punch with a single and a two-run
double. Robert Quirk clobbered a tworun triple, scored two runs and singled.
Jojo Misca clouted an RBI double, and

Paul Huff ripped three singles and
scored a run. Kellen Hardy and Austin
Mankowski each scored a run.
Westfield Blue managed two runs
on five walks in the first inning off
starting right hand pitcher Annuzinta,
then added a run in the second on four
straight walks. Huff, who pitched three
masterful innings in relief, struck out
one batter, allowed two hits and walked
one. Westfield’s Nick Mele managed
to get the single in the third and a twoout double in the fifth inning.
“We have a great group of kids, a
great group of parents and that is
where it starts. We’re 12-2 in the
league, great accomplishment and finished 19-7 overall,” said Westfield

Blue manager Joe Rinaldi. “We played
these guys three weeks ago and it was
ten runs the other way. Like you said,
the ball bounces for you sometimes
and sometimes it bounces against you
but there is nothing to be ashamed
about. They had a great year and I am
very, very proud of them.”
Branchburg jumped on starting
pitcher Vinny Difillipo with two runs
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

twice. Frank Pepe and Kevin St. Onge
(double) each had two hits, two RBI
and a run scored. Dennis Hercel
rapped a pair of singles and scored
once. John DeProspero ripped an RBI
single.
Bob Cihanowyz (run scored) and
Gerry Riepe (double) contributed
three hits and two RBI apiece to St.
Dave’s 15-hit total. Jim Sosinski
(RBI) and Steve DiGiacomo each had
a pair of singles. Mike Stiller scored
twice and singled, while Pete Costello
and George Balint each scored once
and singled. Nate Mangiris and Bill
Ritchie each singled.
Guy generated the first two runs of
a three-run first inning with his in-

side-the-park homer, and Blasi
brought in the third with an RBI single
to left. The Daves got a good start in
the bottom of the first as leadoff batter Stiller beat out an infield single
and scooted to second on an overthrow, and Cihanowyz followed with
an RBI single. After the next two
batters’ fly balls were caught in the
outfield, Riepe stepped to the plate
and teammate Matt Vastano pleaded,
“It’s all on your shoulders Gerry! You
can solve it all with this swing.” The
only thing solved was that the score
remained 3-1 entering the second inning.
The only thing that was not silent in

WWW.PRCNEWHOMES.COM

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Contact Office for Details
(908) 301-9200

Seeking Buyers Who Want to Live Close to Everything..
New 4 Bedroom Home - Priced at $679,900
19 Johnson Street, Scotch Plains (2,800 sq.ft.)
Perfect location for Commuting, Shopping, Restaurants - less
than 2 miles away from it All!

Gorgeous Home with Master Suite, His and Hers Closets & 3
Sizeable Bedrooms and Hall Bath with Double Vanity. Large Airy
Eat-in-Kitchen with Island Overlooking the Family Room. Laundry
Room and Powder Room also on the 1st floor. This “Energy Star
Rated” home fulfills the dream home category with Andersen
Windows and a full basement.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 5TH 1-4PM • 705 ST. MARKS AVE.
Move in for the First Day of School

WESTFIELD

$769,000

This beautifully updated Colonial seamlessly integrates classic architectural details with an exceptional floor plan. The
pristine home offers 5 bedrooms, two full updated baths, a new kitchen with granite countertops and top-end appliances,
family room, living room with fireplace, formal dining room, gleaming hardwood floors, upgraded electric, new furnace &
CAC, newer windows, professionally landscaped, fully fenced in rear yard and much more . . . (WSF0539)

Carol Tener

Call Direct: (908) 233-2243

Sales Associate

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

For additional information or a private tour, please call:
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2006

Jayne Bernstein
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

Cherish the charm of this enchanting Westfield residence, filled
with vintage charm and architectural detail. A large addition
includes a family room with fireplace and a very large rec room/
studio with separate entrance and French doors leading to a
wisteria covered pergola and patio. This property has been
lovingly restored by the present owners and captivates immediately. Location perfect….close to everything! Offered at 699,900.

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated
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St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 27:)
TEAM
St. Luke
St. Michael
St. Patrick
St. Joseph
St. David

W
11
8
9
6
3

L
3
5
6
9
12

Pct
.786
.615
.600
.400
.200

L
4
7
8
10
12

Pct
.750
.563
.467
.375
.294

SAINTS DIVISION:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE POWER OF SAMPSON…St. Pat slugger Bob Guy believes that the length
of his hair will provide added power. Guy did hit a two-run homer.

St. Pats Pound St. Dave, 16-5,
In St. Bart’s Softball League
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the second inning was the chant from
Guy’s daughter, “I’m disgusted with
your hair.” Her statement was followed by several low-level snickers.
Blasi tapped an RBI single and St.
Onge drilled an RBI double to give
the Pats a 5-1 lead in the third, but
Riepe and Sosinski answered with
RBI singles.
In the top of the fourth, concerned
with only a two-run lead, Pat man St.
Onge suggested, “Let’s get a couple
across. We got to win this inning!”
It must have been something in his
voice because the Pats, highlighted
by Monroy’s two-run double and

Reading is Good For You

Marks’ RBI double, plated four runs
on five hits. From that point, Pat
pitcher Blasi would retire nine of the
next 10 Dave batters that he faced.
In the meantime, the roof collapsed
on St. David as the Pats pounded out
eight hits, including consecutive
doubles from Guy, Monroy and
Marks, to add seven runs in the sixth
inning, upping the score to 16-3.
In the bottom of the seventh,
Cihanowyz and Riepe poked RBI
singles, and St. David inched one step
closer to setting the stage to run the
table before slaying Goliath on Labor
Day.
St. Patrick
St. David

302 407 0
102 000 2

16
5

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

goleader.com/subscribe

Deegan Roofing/ACI Softball
St. Pat/St. David Softball
Sofa Kings/Val Decorators
Westfield/Branchburg 9s
Russell Road/Midway Ave
American Legion/KMD Tuning

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMMITTING TO TEMPLE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior
Keith Baker recently gave a verbal commitment to play football at Temple
University in Philadelphia.

TEAM
St. Jude
St. Anne
St. Aloysius
St. Anthony
St. Stephen

W
12
9
7
6
5

St. Anthony 3, St. Joseph 1
Billy Lyons and Stan Lesniewski
both went 2-for-2 for the Joes. Paul
Wustfeld and Ken Miller went 2-for2 for St. Anthony.
St. Jude 15, St. David 8
OJ “Homer” Simpson truly lived
up to his name as he led the St. Jude
barrage by hitting three homeruns
with five RBI. Pete Chemidlin went
3-for-4, with a single, double and
triple with two RBI. St. David’s Gerry
“The Grim” Riepe went 3-for-3, with
a sacrifice fly and three RBI, and
George Balint went 4-for-4 with a
homer and three RBI.
St. Anne 28, St. Anthony 13
In a game where everybody had a
hit and only two players didn’t score,

let it suffice to say that the bats were
hot while the pitching was not.
St. Stephen 15, St. Patrick 14
St. Stephen won by scoring in its
final at bat. Howard Winning pitcher
Bialos went 3-for-3 with three RBI.
Harry “This is Simple” Semple added
four RBI. Jack Kennedy and Jim Barba
dove in four runs each for the Pats.
St. Luke 12, St. Stephen 9
St. Luke coasted, until the final
inning, behind the fine pitching and
hitting of Matt “Luke” Fugett. Joe
Tilocca, Rick Regenthal and Kevin
Spellman also led the hit parade for
Luke’s.
St. Anne 11, St. Aloysius 5
Everyone contributed with hits and
RBI for the Annes. George Gracia and
Mark Ragan each went 3-for-3. Mike
Walch and Pat Luongo led St. Al.
St. Jude 12, St. Anthony 6
Brian Williams, Joe DeChiaro, Don
Rowbotham and Chris Paterek led St.
Jude.
St. Joseph 10, St. Michael 8
Tom Straniero went 4-for-4, with
two homeruns and two doubles and
six RBI to carry St. Joe’s to a lastinning come from behind victory.
Mike’s Kevin Woodring and Pat Nigro
both went 3-for-3, and Marv Scherb
was 2-for-3 with a triple.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION 1 (AS OF JULY 29):
TEAM
W
L
American Legion
16
3
Awnings Galore
14
5
Antone’s Pub & Grill
13
6
D&K Associates
10 10
KMD Tuning
6 13
Promptcare
5 12
50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM
The Office
SMC
Union Center National Bank
Northwest Mutual
Associated Auto Parts

W
11
11
8
7
6

L
9
10
11
12
16

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM
W
Commerce Bank
12
Creative Industries
10
LA Law
6
Smith Barney
5
Associated Auto (Silver)
1

L
1
4
7
11
11

American Legion 18, Awnings 9
The Legionnaires banged out 30
hits, led by Angelo Corbo (4 RBI),
Tony Williams and Brian Williams
with four hits each. Ed Belford contributed three hits, including his 13th
homerun of the season, and five RBI.
Antone’s Pub 16, D&K 9
Antone’s received consistent, productive hitting from Bob D’Meo, John
McLaughlin and Don Pencinger.
The Office 4, UCNB 1
In a well-played, errorless game that

took only 65 minutes, winning pitcher
Ken Dunbar out-dueled Al Schachman.
Dunbar allowed seven hits.
American Legion 16, KMD 1
See exclusive story. Pitchers Tom
Lombardi and Tom Straniero combined to limit KMD to six hits, while
their teammates collected 27 hits.
Frank Pepe hacked four hits. Ed
Belford, Angelo Corbo, Bill Reichle,
Tony Williams (4-RBI) and Lombardi
each added three hits.
The Office 12, Associated Auto 6
The Office was led offensively by
Vin Trindade and Charles Wischusen
with three hits each, and Dennis
Kosowicz with a booming triple.
D&K 14, Promptcare 11
Oscar Harrison’s booming three-run
home run for Promptcare in the bottom
of the seventh tied the game. Then
D&K rallied to win, with the key blow
a two-run triple from Larry Escaldo.
Commerce Bank 5, Creative Industries 1
Winning pitcher Felix Vales limited Creative to only five hits. The
Bankers’ awesome hitting combination of Bob Lorincz (3 hits) and Oscar
Harrison (2B, 3B) once again provided key offense.
Awnings 20, UCNB 5
Antone’s Pub 10, SMC 9
SMC 9, Associated Auto 4
LA Law 17, Smith-Barney 12

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NABBING THIRD BASE…Westfield Blue baserunner Eric Varakin first steals
second then slides safely into third base as Branchburg’s Kellen Hardy attempts
to slap on the tag.

Branchburg 9s Top WF Blue
In NJ All-Star League Semis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

in the top of the first inning when
Huff scored on an overthrow and
Mankowski plated a run on an error.
Westfield Blue put two runs on the
board on five walks in the bottom of
the inning.
In the third, four Branchburg boys
scuffed the plate on five hits. Dela
Cruz and Ethan Kornbrek tapped
singles, and Annuzinta helped his
cause by drilling his two-run double
to left. Misca battered an RBI double,
and Huff made the score 6-2 with an
RBI single.
In the fourth inning, Blue Devil
Mele relieved and tossed a masterful
one-hit, one strikeout performance.
Branchburg sealed the victory, adding six runs to its total in the top of the
fifth. Annuzinta singled, swiped second and third and had enough nerve
to grab home plate. Hardy and Huff

later danced home on Quirk’s triple
and scored on an overthrow. Dela
Cruz bashed home Jake Kabota and
Hunter Munatone with his two-run
double.
When asked what game stood above
all the rest, Rinaldi said, “It has to be
our performance in the Cranford tournament. We ended up 4-1 in regular
play, won two playoff games and
ended up losing 4-3 in the finals. Nick
Mele hit two booming grand slams
this year, both of them over the fence.”
Recalling a humorous moment,
Rinaldi said, “Sometimes you forget
that these kids are only nine and don’t
have that baseball terminology just
yet, so, ‘clear the bases’, we had one
of our kids picking up the bases and
shaking dirt off of them.”
Branchburg
Westfield

024 060
210 000

ADVANCING TO FINALS…Westfield 10s advanced to the finals of the Springfield Tourney with a 3-2 victory over Berkeley Heights. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Mike Maguire, Matt Lanzano, Anthony Pirrone, John Birle, Pat
Woods and Chris Caminiti; middle row, Danny McHugh, Andrew Malacrea,
John Clancy, Zach Levan, Alex Shorrock, Chris Sullivan, John Fuller and Seth
Botos; back row, Coaches Mitch Levan, Kevin Sullivan, Chris Woods and George
Lanzano.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 5TH 1-4 PM

WESTFIELD

$499,000

Sunny Colonial with 6 rooms includes 3 Bedrooms, hardwood floors,
archways, high ceilings, updated Kitchen with eating area and powder room, newer Recreation Room and office, Living Room with
bowed wall, Formal Dining Room with beamed ceiling, 2-zone heat,
updated electric, close to town & commuter transportation.

WESTFIELD

$719,900

Vintage 1912 Colonial with great details, offers 10 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms, gracious foyer, stone fireplace in Living Room,
hardwood floors, beamed ceilings, enclosed back and front porches,
Formal Dining Room and Kitchen with separate dining area.

WESTFIELD

515 Mountain Avenue

$669,900

Spacious and bright brick front Colonial set on 206’ deep lot. Large,
sunny rooms, hardwood floors, CAC, wood-burning fireplace, updated Eat-In Kitchen, 1st floor laundry, Family Room with Pella windows and French door to huge, private backyard. DIRS: Mountain
Ave. between Bradford Ave. & E. Dudley Ave.

WESTFIELD

$990,000

Situated off a private lane, this one-of-a-kind home is inviting and
full of classic charm. Sitting majestically atop a gently rising knoll,
this gracious home has a spectacular view of Brightwood and
Gregory’s Pond. The tranquil setting can be enjoyed from the porch
and deck.

12
3

WESTFIELD

$809,000

Very charming and pristine center hall Colonial. Spacious with
beautiful oak floors throughout, 6 panel doors, crown molding, great
room flow, mud room/laundry, great Kitchen with newer stainless
appliances and large pantry, great closet space, excellent condition
inside and out!

WESTFIELD

$1,349,000

Mint-condition center hall Colonial offers 9 rooms and is classic,
elegant and comfortable. Features a spectacular gourmet Kitchen,
fireplace, hardwood floors, bookcases, 5 Bedrooms, 2.1 newer baths,
2-zone CAC, great fenced yard and is close to town, trains and schools.
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BRADY LAU BLASTS 2 HRS, 5RBI; ALEX LAU 3-RUN HR

Deegan Roofers Crunch ACI
In A Division Playoffs, 21-4
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Deegan Roofing hammered 32 hits
to nail down an easy, 21-4 victory
over ACI in the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League A Division playoffs
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on July 25.
Roofer Brady Lau set the pace with
two gigantic home runs, a double and
five RBI. Alex Lau launched a threerun homer and tapped three singles.
Kevin Woodring went 3-for-5, including a double and two RBI, and
pitcher Al Betau went 3-for-3 and
scored two runs. Marty ‘Mayor’
Marks hammered a pair of singles,
accumulated four RBI and swiped
home plate. Steve Brainard cracked
four hits and scored a pair of runs and
Frank Bender singled twice and
scored a run. Matt Walsh, Pat Nigro
and Matt Betau each tacked three
singles. Jeff Bendix had two hits and
Jerry Isolda scored a run.
The first act of defensive wizardry
surfaced in the top of the third inning
when Marks made a fabulous catch in
leftfield. Roofer shortstop Bendix
demonstrated cat-like agility by halting three vicious line drives, and
Brainard made a huge impact at first.
In the fifth, Marks made an alert play
for a putout to hold runners at bay.
Team captain Matt LaCross led
ACI’s 12-hit total with two doubles
and two runs scored and Walker Evans

yanked a double and a single. Mike
McClain, Bill Keehan and Jason
Kuhns each finished with two hits.
Anthony Miccio had a single and an
RBI, Ray Hall scored a run and Toni
Pangi contributed a hit.
ACI’s McClain made three super
diving stops at shortstop. Outfielders
Keenan, Hall and Larry Adamowski
maintained presence of mind to record
10 putouts.
“I think we have a good mix of age
and youth. Like you said, the goal
today was to single them to death, and
then we had some unexpected power
from our speedsters. Everything they
hit, they’re on second base and they
had some pop in their bats too, while
in the outfield they play real nice,”
said Deegan team captain Brainard.
“It’s a nice compliment to our guys
who have been playing a long time
such as Marks, Bender and (Tom)
Straneiro.”
ACI banked a run in the top of the
first when McClain slapped a single
and scored on Miccio’s sac fly to
right. Deegan plated a run in the bottom of the first and added two in the
second. Bendix walked and scored
on a sac fly by Bender in the first.
Nigro and Alex Lau ripped back-toback singles, Al Betau nailed an RBI
single and Isolda thumped a long
sacrifice fly ball to left center.
Deegan tacked on six runs in the
third beginning with Woodring’s

double. Walsh ripped a single and
“way to be” Marks hammered a tworun single. Betau and Nigro tacked
singles, and an alert Marks swiped
home plate. Brady Lau stepped up
and launched his three-run shot to
give Deegan a 9-1 cushion.
In the fifth, ACI’s LaCross doubled
and Hall added an RBI sac fly. Deegan
immediately plated three more runs
to its total. Matt Betau drilled a stinging single and scored on Nigro’s single
to right. Alex Lau singled, Matt Lau
pounded a double and Al Betau drew
a walk. Brainard ripped a two RBI
single.
Then in the sixth, Deegan roughed
up the plate with eight runs, making
the score 20-2. Alex Lau jacked his
three run blast to right center. Brainard
and Marks each yanked two-run
singles and Brady Lau hammered an
RBI double.
ACI scored two runs in the seventh,
highlighted by LaCross’s two-run
double. Deegan scored a run in the
eighth on a sac fly by Al Betau.
When asked to comment on Al
Betau’s pitching, Brainard said, “Best
pitcher in the world! You know that.
We should not be saying that because
it will go right to his head. Al does a
great job. He mixes the ball in and
out, has a nice bat and the confidence
to get it done.”
ACI
Deegan Roofing
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR…Deegan’s Jerry Isolda awaits a charging ACI Larry Adamowski under a cloud of dust at second
base. The Deegans danced to a, 21-4, victory on July 26 at Jerseyland in Scotch Plains.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING HIS WAY INTO THIRD BASE…Russell Road baserunner Louie Santana glides safely into third base during
the playoff game at LaGrande Park in Scotch Plains. Russell pounded 11 runs in the fifth to help defeat Midway 12-6.

LOU CERCHIO HITS 2 DBLS, 2 RBI; MIONE 2-RUN TPL

Russell Road Score 11 in 5th,
Sink Midway Ave. Men, 12-6
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Powerful Russell Road of the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association League (FOMSA) refused to let an
early deficit get them down and battled
back with an 11-run, fifth inning pounding to sink Midway Avenue, 12-6, in
first round playoff action at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood on July 26.
Lou Cerchio provided power by
clocking a double in the fourth inning
and a two-run double in the fifth. Mike
Mione slipped a perfect bunt single,
drilled a two-run triple and swiped
home. Tony Melendez rapped a pair of
RBI singles and Eric Barlow bashed a
two-run double. Chris Donovan
plunged a double and whacked an RBI
single, Jack Todard added a run and
Luke Cerchio chopped a single and
scored a run. Louie Santana, Ed Barlow
and Craig Gibson each had a hit in the
14-hit attack.
“First time through the lineup we
could not get the job done and were
down, 6-0. After that we started dropping them in. Our pitching and defense tightened and we shut them
down the rest of the way. With our
starting third baseman (Anthony
Blasi) out of the lineup, we had to
make a few switches defensively but

everything came together nicely,” said
Russell team captain Luke Cerchio.
Midway starting pitcher Tony Ciulio
baffled the Russell hitting machine,
limiting it to a bunt single and one
double through four innings. Russell
starting pitcher Ed Barlow limited
Midway to just eight hits. Midway’s
Jay White legged out a single and
clouted a two-run double, and Steve
Ditrilio triggered an RBI single and
scored a run. Jerry Bianco, Matt Cahill,
Larry Lagidis, Drew Koski and Frank
DiGiovanni each jolted singles.
Midway shortstop Bianco snagged
a pair of stinging line drives and Cahill
at second, dove to knock down a
possible run-producing single in the
fourth inning. Aside from Ditrilio’s
great coverage in leftfield, Meade in
left center and Lagidis in center damaged Russell with several alert plays.
Midway came out guns blazing in
the top of the first inning. Bianco worked
a walk and swiped second, White
whacked a single and Ditrilio cracked
an RBI single. After White hollered,
“Come on, load ‘em up!” Ed Perez
responded with a walk and Cahill fired
a two-run double to left-centerfield.
Midway kept Russell reeling with
two runs in the second and one in the
third to make the score 6-0, highlighted

by White’s two-run double in the second and Ciulio’s sac fly in the third.
Russell humbly touched home plate
in the fourth after Luke Cerchio
wailed, “Lets’ break the seal.” Santana
led off with a single, Lou Cerchio
spanked a ball that jarred the fence
for a double, while Santana later
pulled in home on an error.
In the fifth, 14 Russell men accompanied by a host of tainted Midway
fielding plays pushed across 11 runs.
Santana started the onslaught with a
walk and Lou Cerchio followed with
his two-run double. Luke Cerchio
lifted an RBI sac fly, Chris Donavan
belted in an RBI single and Todard
tapped an RBI single. Mione hammered a two-run triple and swiped
home on a sleeper. Eric Barlow
crunched a two-run double and Tony
Melendez poked an RBI single.
“We came out tough and took a 61 lead. After that, we had that total
defensive break down,” said Midway
team captain Ditrilio. “I have to give
them credit. They held up, scored a
bunch of runs, while we sat back and
gave up.” Midway’s Manny Perez
effectively handled the sixth inning
with a two-hit relief job.
Midway Ave.
Russell Road
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Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
BUY FOR $2,613/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/5 1-5PM

BUY FOR $3,558/MO.

$549,999

Welcome to this 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Colonial. Renovated from the ground up in 2003, the
open floor plan is perfect for family life. 1st floor offers a living room w/fireplace, formal dining room,
family room & eat-in kitchen. The sliders in the kitchen lead to a tiered deck afforded privacy by a
completely fenced yard. The three 2nd fl. bedrooms include a master w/private bath. The finished
basement recreation room, cedar walk-in closet & laundry room complete this terrific home. DIR: Rt.
22W to Central #223 (052111090)

BUY FOR $2,513/MO.

WESTFIELD

CHARMING CAPE

$529,000

Updated 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Cape Cod with a 2001 addition of 2 bedrooms and bath. Newer plumbing,
electrical, windows, Timberline roof, siding. Living room with wood-burning fireplace and gas fireplace in
the finished basement. Eat-In kitchen with newer appliances and formal dining room. Professionally
landscaped property and fenced yard. (052111084)

$749,000

WESTFIELD TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY VICTORIAN $975,000

Located in the premier community of Berwyck Chase, this custom Colonial style home boasts a most
sensible floor plan combined with quality upgrades & amenities. Set on a beautifully landscaped lot and
moments from shops, schools and transportation. (052111297)

Just steps from Westfield’s charming downtown, this lovely Victorian is the perfect place to call home. The
welcoming wrap-around porch leads you to a foyer with original woodwork, beamed ceiling & stained glass
window. Conveniences of this century, such as an updated kitchen, 3 ½ newer bathrooms live harmoniously
with original moldings, pocket doors, hardwood floors & 4 bedrooms. (052111059)

SCOTCH PLAINS

BERWICK CHASE COLONIAL

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000

WESTFIELD PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY $1,789,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000
SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed
level of excellence. This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his &
her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with
fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented
with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also
include granite tops, pantry and a butler’s pantry adjoining an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more. Work with the
builder now to make this house your home! Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283 (052001359)

Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH Colonial residence boasts 4,000 SF of luxury
plus an additional 1,700 SF of finished basement w/full bath. A regal stone façade with Hardi-Plank ™
siding, 3 car garage and substantial property are just the beginning. Amenities include a 2-story foyer with
solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors level 1 & 2, formal living and
dining rooms featuring mahogany inlays and tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast
room, master retreat with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa like bath, full walk-up
attic and more! (0520001589)

weichert.com

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Weichert Gold® Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment. The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, and
Want A Lowan
Monthly
Payment?
with a local
Gold Services
Manager
or for
callthe
800-788-7338.
initial
A.P.R. Meet
of 7.340%
. Payments
are interest
only
first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years. The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000. The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter
subject to applicable margins and/or caps. At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Interest rates quoted are as of 6/20/07 and subject to change. As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 13.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2968.75 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth
in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5579.89 after year 10. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ
Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

6
12

Page 12

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, August 2, 2007

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Sofa Kings Nip Val Decorators
In Home Improvement Battle
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PART OF A BRILLIANT STRATEGY…American Legion star Tom Straniero
tries his hand at second base during the game with KMD Tuning.

Legionnaires Rip KMD Tuning
In Pitching Masterpiece, 16-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Dellisanti, who walked, scored
KMD’s only run and Costello delivered the RBI single in the top of the
first inning. Ed Quinn, Joe Salerno,
Jerry McDermott, Brian McDermott
and Brian Hill each had a single.
The Legionnaires’ 27-hit bombardment came across the board with seven
batters getting three hits. Corbo (3
RBI, 3 runs scored) singled and drilled
a pair of doubles. Bill Reichle (2 RBI,
3 runs scored) and Belford (3 RBI, 2
runs scored) each singled twice and
doubled. Williams (2 RBI, run
scored), Frank Pepe (2 runs scored,
RBI), Lombardo (RBI, run scored)
and Mirto (RBI) also had three hits
apiece. Semple had a pair of singles,
an RBI sac fly and a run scored. Karl
Grossmann hammered an RBI single
and a shot off the right fielder’s glove.
Straniero (RBI) and Steve Pietrucha
each singled and scored a run.
The Legionnaires combined four
singles and Semple’s sac fly to take a
3-1 lead in the bottom of the first.
After Pietrucha singled and Pepe
reached on an error in the second and
Reichle stepped to the plate, Belford
shouted, “Billy! We need two more.”
Reichle ripped an RBI single.
Gibbons then added, “Billy’s got
no problem hitting that ball.”
By the end of the inning, six Legionnaires marched across the plate.
An inning later, Reichle, Corbo and
Belford whacked back-to-back
doubles to contribute to a five-run
inning to make the score 14-1.
In the fifth, Williams shifted to

third base, quickly absorbed a stinging line drive and fired to first for an
inning-ending double play. In the
sixth, Corbo, at short, turned a second-to-first double play.
“Williams grinned and shouted,
“You don’t have to say a word, Angelo.
I’ll say it for you. Did you see that
play?”
In the bottom of the sixth, with
Semple and Lombardo on base,
Grossmann and Pepe peppered RBI
singles to end the game via 15-run
rule.
KMD Tuning
Am. Legion
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to nail down all three Val Decorator
batters out in the top of the eighth.
As the Sofa Kings walked in to bat
in the bottom of the inning, Mike
Otchy added words of support, “Let’s
get our bats smoking!”
Steve Dienes (2-for-4, run scored)
steamed a single past third, Lorenz
burned his two-run shot into the
centerfield trees and Everitt singed
the tree leaves beyond the leftfield
fence.
The first five innings, however, were
nothing short of a fine pitchers’ duel
between Gatto and Decorator TJ
Reilly. With superior coverage by
centerfielder Chris Pakizar, the Decorators limited Sofa Kings to an RBI
single by Gatto in the second inning,
while shortstop Doug Delle Donne
did his part to hold the Decorators
scoreless until the top of the sixth.
In that inning, Koski cracked a leadoff single, tagged up and sped to
second on a fly out to left. Enrique
Gomez looped a single to left and
Reilly rapped an RBI single.
Semmens squibbled an infield single
and Stanley slapped an RBI single to
right. With the bases jammed, Mikla
hit a sinking fly that forced the

leftfielder to attempt a diving catch
that was a little shy of the drop point.
The ball rolled to the fence and Mikla
pulled up at third.
“He got burned on that one,” commented Koski concerning the
leftfielder’s decision.
Charlie Valentine then gave Val
Decorators a 6-1 lead with an RBI
single to center.
The rest period was over and the
Sofa Kings bounced back with three
runs in the bottom of the inning. Delle
Donne and Lorenz both singled, and
Everitt drilled an RBI single to center, where the centerfielder fired the
ball wide of third and out of play,
allowing Lorenz to score. Billy
Mariani (2-for-3) hopped an RBI
single to tighten the score to 6-4.
After the Sofa Kings pulled off that
magical, three-run eighth inning the
objective was to hold the Decorators
scoreless in the ninth. After a pair of
groundouts, Koski and Van Name
punched singles to center then shortstop Delle Donne drifted into the outfield to haul in a popup for the final
out.
Val Decorators
Sofa Kings
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Irish Team Competes
At Highland Pool
The swim team from Highland
Swim Club of Scotch Plains competed against the Derry Swim Club
of Ireland on July 22 at Highland.
Swimmers from 12 to 18 years old
competed in freestyle, backstroke,
breaststroke, butterfly and several
relays.
The Derry team visits New Jersey each summer to participate in a
variety of swim events. This year,
the Derry team included eight girls
and four boys. The meet at Highland is the only pool meet that Derry
will participate in during their visit
to the United States. For more information on the Highland swim
team, visit www.members.aol.com/
hscpool/highland.htm.

JUST WARMING UP…Swimmers from Highland Swim Club of Scotch Plains
and Derry Swim Club of Ireland warm up together before their meet.

Westfield Blue 10U team – Central Jersey League Champs

WF Blue 10U Tops Chatham,
Captures League Crown
The Westfield Blue 10U baseball
team beat Chatham, 11-4, for the
championship in the Central Jersey
Baseball League in Warren on July
24.
Westfield scored a run in the first
inning when Chris Reilly tripled to
bring in Mike Tivenan. Westfield
added another run in the second inning as Jack Bunting doubled and
scored on Will Chandler’s RBI single.
Westfield then broke it wide open in
the fifth, with timely hitting by Sean
Elliot, Mike Prosuk, Josh White and
Jack Rose, all of whom had RBI
singles.
Colin Dursee and Dan DoCampo
slammed back-to-back doubles in the
fifth inning. In the bottom of the fifth,
Chatham had a chance to close the
gap with a single and a walk that put
runners on first and second with no
outs. The next batter hit a ground ball
up the middle, and Westfield’s shortstop Kevin Irving gloved it, stepped
on second and fired it to first to com-

plete a double play. A ground out to
third ended the inning. Westfield
scored a run in the sixth on Matt
Russo’s single.
Starting pitcher Bunting went two
innings, Prosuk relieved and pitched
three scoreless innings, and Tivenan
closed out the final inning.
“This game was a total team effort,” stated Head Coach Leo White.
“The two teams had squared off several weeks ago, with Chatham narrowly winning in extra innings. The
boys were really excited to play this
team again, and it was obvious from
the first inning that they were determined to win. The combination of
good pitching, timely hitting and near
perfect defense created the championship for this team and I couldn’t be
prouder of their efforts.”

LEAGUE CHAMPS… The Westfield 9U team captured the New Providence
Green League crown. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Holden Sabato, Peter
Walter, Ryan Bowman, Michael Jeffery and Thomas Sabato; second row, Steven
Barmakian, Bobby Abbott, Liam Heinbokel, Mitchell Bryk, JD Marner, Jordan
Hindes and Austin Kreusser; back row, Coaches Bob Abbott, Charlie Bowman,
Greg Sabato and Bill Heinbokel. Missing from photo: Ethan Provoznak and
Coach Dan Provoznak.

Westfield White 9Us Capture
N. Prov. Green League Title
The Westfield White 9U baseball
team won two decisive victories to
face host Chatham in the New Providence Tournament championship. The
result was a 6-4 Westfield victory.
Peter Walter pitched three aggressive innings and Bobby Abbott relieved
to avenge an early season loss to
Chatham. They combined for five
strikeouts and gave up only three walks.
White got strong infield glove work
from Steve Barmakian, Ryan Bowman
and Jordan Hindes. Holden Sabato,
playing third and second, contributed
four outs, while catcher/first baseman
Liam Heinbokel made five putouts.
JD Marner ripped an RBI single in the
second inning and then drove in another
with a double in the fourth. Michael
Jeffery walked and stole his way to third,
where he scored twice on RBI singles
from Thomas Sabato and Walter.
Earlier White beat Summit Maroon, then tallied a 21-14, comeback
win over Long Hill in the semifinals.
Jordan Hindes, on the mound, stymied Long Hill batters through three
innings and struck out seven.
Trailing by nine runs after two innings, White broke out 10-run third
inning. Austin Kreusser cracked a
two-run liner. Mitchell Bryk had an
RBI. Abbott walked, Bowman singled
and Barmakian drilled a two-run blast
in the fourth to trail by one.
Catcher Heinbokel kept runners in
check throughout the game and Bryk
made an outstanding catch with the
bases loaded in the fourth. Kreusser’s
double and Bryk’s single scored three
runs. Marner scorched a two-run shot
to left to cap a nine run fifth inning.
Thomas Sabato took to the mound
and held Long Hill to one run to close
the door.
Reflecting on the team’s season,
Coach Charlie Bowman commented,
“This was an amazing season. Each

and every one of these players contributed to the season and improved
during the course of the summer. The
coaching staff is very proud of how
the boys listened to their coaches,
supported each other, refused to quit,
hustled, had fun, played as a team,
and showed class right to the end. We
could not have expected any more
from these boys.”

WTA Masters Singles
Tennis Ladder:
The WTA Men’s Masters Singles
ladder, as of July 29, marks the end of
the sixth reporting period. The regular season ends on Labor Day. Jim
Oslislo took John Mancini in a
tiebreaker, 8-7(13-11) to take the number one spot. Mancini earlier had
defeated Oslislo and split matches
with Chris Wendel to move up the
charts. Wendel earlier had defeated
Mike McGlynn.
In other action, Joe Donollo bested
Henry Williams and Peter Lee ousted
Dewey Rainvile. Six players have
either qualified for the playoffs or are
within one of the eight games required to qualify. The next reporting
period ends on August 12. Check
www.westfieldnj.com/wta for all
match scores, complete results and
information and the WTA online directory for contact information.
1. Jim Oslislo (8) *
2. John Mancini (7) *
3. Chris Wendel (19) *
4. Joe Donnolo (13) *
5. Mike McGlynn (9) *
6. Peter Lee (4) *
7. Dewey Rainville (2) *
8. Henry Williams (8) *
9. Don Dohm (2)
Following members have not
reported a match through July 29:
Vince Camuto, David Armstrong,
Todd Krell, George Sincox.
( )Number of games played.
*Match played in reporting period.

See Photos on Web!

www.goleader.com
NORTH JERSEY ALL-STARS…Six Westfield boys participated in the North
Jersey All Star Classic held at Nash fields in Chatham on July 22. Pictured, left
to right, are: Nick Mele, Rowan Oberman, Chris Rinaldi, Parker Hess, Chris
Boutsikaris and Tyler Roth. The boys play on the two Westfield summer travel
“A” teams in the North Jersey All Star Baseball League.

TOURNAMENT PLACE WINNERS…The Mountainside Diving team participated in a Tri-County League tournament at Nomahegan Swim Club in Cranford
on July 22. Pictured, left to right, for the 10-and-under category are: Alonza
Klopfer (third place), Kelly Rice (eighth place), Pasha Stepaniouk (Honorable
mention) and Timmy Youmans (second place).
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 8/21/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
FHWA Existing Drainage Restoration Region North 2007; Various Drainage
Systems on Various State Highways, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Union
and Warren Counties, Federal Project No: STP-B00S (265), DP NO: 07401
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 7/19/07, 7/26/07 and 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $186.66
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WTA Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:
Melvin Diep stayed on top for the
third period in a row with wins over
Rodney North and Tuyen Diep. His
third win of the period came after
Robert Bins had to retire after the two
split sets, both came in 7-5 tiebreakers.
With a 10-4 win over Robert Errazo,
Bins grabbed the second spot. Errazo
dropped to third. Paul Newsome
jumped to fourth with a 6-1, 6-2, win
over Tuyen Diep and inactivity
dropped Dan Siegel to fifth. Tuyen
Diep was the most active with 17
matches played. Playoff qualifications
require eight matches. The next reporting period ends August 12. Report all match activity to Richard
Pardo at rspardo531@msn.com.
1. Melvin Diep(9)* 22. ChrisWendel(9)*
2. Rob Bins (7)*
23. F. Adriaens (5)*
3. Rob Errazo(6)* 24. Rich Pardo(3)*
4. P. Newsome (7)* 25. Stu Gruskin(5)*
5. Dan Siegel (4) 26. D. Loffredo(8)*
6. Chris Miller(8)* 27. P. Magierski(3)*
7. Tuyen Diep(17)* 28. Azim Saifee (3)
8. Weldon Chin(7) 29. Josh Suri (9)*
9. Rod North (6)* 30. Chris Blaise(7)*
10. Tom Bauer (7) 31. M. Manders(2)*
11. Mike Gonella (6) 32. Glenn Kiesel (1)
12. Andy Herz (3)* 33. E. Bronander(3)*
13. I. Bouchouev(6)*34. Steven Lee (7)
14. Zac Friss (6)*
35. David Ferio(4)
15. V. Bouchouev(2)36. G. Brown(8)*
16. A. Marotta(5)* 37. Tyler Cusick (2)
17. Warren Friss(6)* 38. D. Armstrong(3)
18. V. Nisita (6)*
39. Vin Camuto(1)
19. T. Bigosinski(3)*40. Andrew Ross(1)
20. L. Resnikoff (2) 41. A. Winnicker(2)
21. Mike Muroff(7)* 42. G. Sincox (1)
43. H. Williams (1)*
( ) cumulative matches played
* denotes match played in current reporting period

WTA Women’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:
The WTA Women’s Singles Ladder had three matches during the reporting period. All players who
achieve eight or more matches by
Labor Day will be eligible for the
playoffs. Players are reminded to set
up matches in advance.
Players can access weekly updated
Standings on www.westfieldnj.com/
wta by clicking on Women’s Singles.
Further information about rules or
joining the ladder is available by calling Jean Power at (908) 654-7418 or
e-mail at jbpumpiron@aol.com. The
next reporting period will conclude at
8 p.m. on Sunday, August 12. Match
scores should be reported within 24
hours and weekend scores by Sunday
evenings to J. Power.
1. JoAnn Purdy (3)
2. Clara Karnish (4)
3. Janice Honymar (2)
4. Linda Coleman (7)
5. Andrea Krest (4)
6. Nancy Freundlich (5)
7. Ann Diver-Diehl (6)
8. Priscilla Wood (4)
9. Lisa Alonge (5)
10. Jean Power (0)
11. Lisa Sottung (0)
12. Lisa Black-Polak (0)
13. Vanessa Barber (0)
14. Mari Melao (0)

WTA Men’s Doubles
Tennis Ladder:
The standings of the WTA Men’s
Doubles ladder, as of July 29, mark
the end of the sixth reporting period.
The regular season ends on Labor
Day. Any questions can be directed to
Jim Oslislo at jeoslislo@verizon.net.
1. Avdey and Nisita (8)
2. Dohm and Wendel (5)
3. Mancini and Oslislo (7)
4. Marotta and Kiesel (1)
5. Erlich and Muroff (2)
6. McGlynn and Aliche (4)
7. Cappiello and Suri (3)
8. Friss and Friss (1)
() Number of matches played.
Eight matches are required to
qualify for postseason playoffs.
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PLAY IT AGAIN…The local band Rewind will perform at the St. Bart’s Italian
Festival on September 3. Pictured, left to right, are: Fred Rosado, Ben LoBrace,
Ron Del Prete, Ed McColly and Ed “Beatle Ed” Wittel.

SP Band Rewind to Perform
At St. Bart’s Italian Festival
Rewind, the Scotch Plains-based
classic party rock band, will be performing at the St. Bart’s Italian Festival on Labor Day, September 3, from
6:30 to 10:30 p.m. The band consists
of Scotch Plains residents Ben
LoBrace (guitar), Ron Del Prete
(bass), and Ed McColly (drums),
along with Westfield resident Ed
“Beatle Ed” Wittel (keyboards), and
former Scotch Plains resident (currently living in Lititz, Pa.), Fred
Rosado (guitar).
Rewind has been performing in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania since
2001. They have performed locally at

the Scotch Plains Summer Concert
Series, the St. Bart’s softball league
championship/picnic and several
clubs and private parties.
This will be Rewind’s second appearance at the St. Bart’s festival.
They also performed at the festival
last Labor Day, when a “surprise
guest” came up on stage to perform
with them. The Smithereens’ front
man, Scotch Plains resident Pat
DiNizio, came to the stage and wowed
the crowd as he performed two Beatles
songs with the band. For information
about the St. Bart’s Italian festival,
please call (908) 322-5192.

Local H. S. Boys/Girls Make
Rugby Union All-Star Team
At the end of the spring 2007 high
school rugby season, a number of
players from the Union County Rugby
Football Club (UCRFC) High School
Girls and Boys teams were named to
METNY Rugby Union All-Star
teams.
Olivia Dawson, Kim Esposito,
Melinda Jimenez, Catherine
Schmeling and Julia Watkins made
the METNY U19 girls’ team. Making the METNY U19 boys’ team were
Tim Jacob, JT Sheehan and Bill
Quinn. In addition, former UCRFC
players Tyler Maccubbin and Bobby
Mroz also gained places on the U19
team. UCRFC players making the
METNY U17 boys’ team included
Joe Brady, Brandon Dietz, Brian
Emmons, Jim Harbison, Sean Moran,

WTA Women’s Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mari Melao/Kristina Papadopoulos
Lisa Black-Polak/Carolyn Fleder
Nancy Freundlich/Priscilla Wood
Cindy Gallagher/Lisa Long-Hickman

The Women’s Doubles ladder is
organized by the Westfield Tennis
Association and is open to new players at any time. All players must be
residents of Westfield.
A team must play at least one match
during each reporting period or they
will be dropped three positions in the
standings. Match results should be
reported to Nancy Freundlich, ladder
coordinator, at (908) 232-6545 or
freundlich@comcast.net, within 24
hours of the match by the winning
team. The next reporting period ends
August 12 at 8 p.m. Any questions
regarding ladder rules should be referred to the ladder coordinator. Further information, as well as application forms, can be found on our
website at www.westfieldnj.com/wta.

Chris Sheehan and Michael Sheehan.
The teams played in tournaments
in Baltimore, MD, and Albany, NY,
and as a result of their performance in
those events, several players were
asked to participate in USA Rugby
Camps as the first step toward making the USA National teams.
Maccubbin, Mroz and JT Sheehan
were invited to the U20 camp, Moran
was invited to the U18 camp, and
Brady, Dietz, Chris Sheehan, and
Michael Sheehan will attend the U17
camp. Catherine Schemling was invited to the USA U19 girls’ tryouts.
For more information regarding the
UCRFC, please call Chris Clark at
(201) 213-1952, email him at
rugby0366@yahoo.com or visit
mudturtlerugby.com.
Anyone interested in playing can
come to practices at 7 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Unami Field
located on the corner of Union Street
and Lexington Avenue in Cranford.

WF Y to Host Swim
Parent Orientation
The Westfield Area Y is hosting a
swim lesson parent orientation on Tuesday, August 14 from 6:45 to 8 p.m. at
220 Clark Street in Room 107-108.
Admission is free and open to members and non-members.
Parents will learn about the
Westfield Area Y swim lesson program, skills taught at each level and
how to progress from one level to
another. There will be a question and
answer time included with the Aquatic
Director Patti Cassiba and Assistant
Aquatic Director Rob Faggiano.
For more information, please call
Patti Cassiba at (908) 233-2700
extension 223 or e-mail
pcassiba@westfieldynj.org.

Open House: Sunday, August 5th 1-4pm • 24 Barchester Way
Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½
BTH in the Indian Forest area. This stately Colonial offers the finest in living space (approx 7400
sq.ft. inc finished lower level).Noteworthy features: MBR suite w/2 frplc & custom wlk-in closet,
2 story Great Rm w/ frplc, access to expansive mahogany deck & French drs to SUNRM. 20ft.
deluxe KIT w/Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s pantry & BRKFT nook. Living & Dining
Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE, exquisite landscape & interior molding
package.
$2,495,000 WSF0905

Westfield . . . Spectacular 6 BR, 4 full & 2 half bath colonial on prestigious cul-de-sac in Wychwood.
Designed by Barbara Vincensen, this home exhibits quality design & architectural integrity.
Noteworthy features: beautiful moldings, columned entrances, 3 frplc, deluxe kitchen w/hand
milled cabinets, quality appliances,& French doors to exceptional summer screened porch w/barrel
ceil & eyebrow transom wndw. 1st fl guest suite, banquet sz DR, FR w/Pella Palladian wndws,.
Wlk-out bsmt w/GrtRm, Exercise Rm, Pwdr Rm, PlyRm. Radio RA Lutron lght sys, 3 zn AC/HT &
much More! $1,998,000 WSF0115

JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE

908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

Open House: Sunday, August 5th 1-4pm • 443 Hillside Avenue
Mountainside . . . Private setting, 1.77 acres w/ guest cottage. Victorian w/ 4/5 BR, 3 1/2 BTH .
Spacious rooms w/antique charm and ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with floor to ceiling wndw
& frplc, Family RM w/frplc, new sunroom, holiday size Dining Rm and new gourmet kitchen & powder
RM. New master suite w/large MBTH. High ceilings, deep accent moldings, tall windows, central air,
2 tiered DK w/hot tub, new porte cochere, circular drive. $1,499,000 WSF0041

218 Canterbury Road, Westfield New Jersey
Gloriously illuminating classic elegance and inviting comfort, this traditional Colonial rests on a
beautiful property in the heart of Westfield’s prestigious Wychwood neighborhood. Timeless artistry
is revealed in the many handsome rooms embroidered with hardwood floors, archways, exquisite
moldings, marvelous window arrangements and custom built-ins. Beckoning you to enter, the
endearing foyer opens to a gracious living room warmed by a marble surround fireplace and the
adjacent formal dining room with a bay window. The superbly updated kitchen, with too many
amenities to list and the adjoining family room craft an irresistible locale for everyone. A warmly
appointed library, a suite that can be a playroom and a laundry room enhance the allure of the first
floor. Truly adorable private spaces, a lovely master suite with ample closet space, a rec room and
a wonderful professionally landscaped yard with a bi-level deck compose an unsurpassed venue
that warms your soul and welcomes you home. Presented for $1,837,000.

Westfield . . . Well maintained 4 bedroom, 3 bath bi-level with CAC, hrdwd floors under carpeting,
replaced windows, newer master bath, exterior painted 2007. Sunny LR w/ lrg window, formal DR, eatin kitchen, den, grade level FR. & utility/laundry rm. 2 car garage, lrg bkyrd.
$549,800 WSF0509

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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WF’s Patla Graduates
Duke with High Distinction
WESTFIELD – Tyler Patla graduated from Duke University, in
Durham, N.C. with a double major in
physics and economics and a minor
in mathematics.
Tyler, first in his class with a cumulative GPA of 4.0, received summa
cum laude honors. As a junior, Tyler
was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa
and into Sigma Pi Sigma, the physics
honor society.
He was awarded “Graduation with
High Distinction” from the Economics Department for high scholastic
achievement and an approved senior
thesis on financial econometrics,
which he is currently attempting to
publish in a national academic journal.
In addition to his academic achievements, Tyler continued his artistic
and athletic interests outside the classroom. He was a co-president, lead
choreographer, and soloist of “On
Tap,” Duke’s tap dancing troupe. He
studied vocal music for four years in
the music department, culminating
with a senior solo recital this spring.
He was also an active member of
the Duke intercollegiate club baseball, golf and racquetball teams. He
represented Duke the past three years
at the US National Intercollegiate
Racquetball Championships in
Tempe, Ariz., in which he and his
teammate won the 2nd Doubles White
Division title this year. The team fin-

FIELDS OF DREAMS…Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield gather
recently at BG Fields Restaurant in Westfield for lunch, bridge and other card
games. The ladies meet monthly for this popular club activity. Pictured are
Marjorie Saylor-Wilson, Helen Davoren and Betty Peterson.

WF’s Rolnick
To Attend Bucknell
WESTFIELD – Blair Rolnick,
daughter of Lawrence Rolnick and
Kimberly Sorrentino of Westfield,
graduated in the class of 2007 from
Peddie School. She will attend
Bucknell University.
Peddie School is a college-preparatory school in Hightstown.

WF Schools’ Program
To Save Energy Dollars
WESTFIELD —The administration and board members of the
Westfield Public Schools have taken
a step in embarking on a comprehensive energy conservation and management program that will save both
energy and taxpayer dollars.
The district’s entry into the program began in May when the Board
of Education approved and signed a
contract with Energy Education, Inc.,
a national company that has worked
with more than 790 school districts
across the nation.
Westfield took the next step in
implementing the program with the
assignment of Steve Cattron, the
district’s electrician, as part-time energy educator/manager. Mr. Cattron
will utilize specialized software to
track energy consumption, including
electricity, water and natural gas, ensuring that energy is used wisely while
creating motivational programs for

SPFSF Awards $136,900
To 96 Local Students

ished ranked 12th nationally.
Tyler is a 2003 graduate of Westfield
High School and will start a career in
New York City as a proprietary fixed
income trader for JPMorgan Investment Bank. Tyler is the son of Cathy
and Raymond Patla of Westfield.

Blair Rolnick

the district.
“There is no capital investment
necessary for the district,” said Robert Berman, business administrator
of the Westfield Public Schools. “The
fee from Energy Education will be
refunded in full if the district does not
achieve projected results of reducing
energy consumption by an estimated
23 percent,” he said.
Margaret Dolan, who has been appointed Superintendent of Schools
effective September 1, credits retiring Superintendent William Foley
with initiating steps to adopt a program of energy conservation.
“This program, introduced to the
district by Dr. Foley, is a win-win
situation,” said Dr. Dolan. “Energy
conservation will positively impact
our schools and our environment in
many ways. I look forward to working together with our staff and students to make this successful.”

Fabricate Bedroom window seats with private storage.
Cedar closets & blanket chests.
Libraries with concealed liquor cabinet & safe.
Detailed panel work & study desk.
Dining rooms with French doors.
Hutch, dry sink & buffet station.
Custom fabricated designed cabinetry.
Furnished Basement with Media center.
Hardwood floors, bar & more.
Impeccable refinishing & painting skills.

Fully Insured
For advice, please call Gerard Kelly 908-209-0104
e-mail Your Questions : brogankelly@comcast.net

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Roosevelt School Honors
Federbusch as TR Scholar
WESTFIELD – Casey Federbusch, cludes a personal statement about their
along with 15 of her classmates at ability to handle the demands of the
Westfield’s Roosevelt Intermediate program and meet its deadlines.
Other TR ScholSchool, was honars honored with
ored as a TR
Casey
were
Scholar and LauCharlie
Ann
reate in a recogniHerrington, art;
tion ceremony
Adam Ziering,
held on June 11 at
drama; Adrian
the Westfield MuBizzaro, language
nicipal Building.
arts; Emily Chan,
As a TR Scholar,
language arts;
Casey
was
Melanie Johnson,
mentored throughlanguage arts;
out the school year
K a t h e r i n e
by language arts
McKinley, lanteacher
Mark
guage arts; Ellie
Biunno and comTanji, language
pleted a portfolio
arts;
Margot
of original work
Tishberg, lanwithin her chosen
guage arts; Alyssa
theme of “Hiding,”
Hatch, music;
which she preDanielle Fields,
sented during the
science; Alex
recognition cerFrankel, science;
emony.
In total, Casey Casey Federbusch and language arts Mark Androconis,
social studies;
completed three
teacher Mark Biunno
Rachel Rickles,
original stories of
varying lengths (3,000, 2000 and social studies; Katherine Frega, world
1,300 words), eight poems, a one-act languages; and Hannah Kronick,
play and a 2,000-word non-fiction world languages.
story about Anne Frank’s life in hiding in the Secret Annex.
Eighth-grade students are accepted
SPFHS Class of 1964
as TR Scholars in the fall after a
To Reunite in October
lengthy application process that inSCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
WF Residents Earn
(SPFHS) Class of 1964 Reunion is
scheduled for the weekend of OcSkidmore Honors
tober 12-14 at The Somerset Hills
WESTFIELD – Emily Sharpe and
Hotel and The Inn at Somerset Hills
Rachel Lazar of Westfield earned
in Warren.
highest honors for spring semester at
Festivities begin at the Somerset
Skidmore College. Highest honors
Hills Hotel on Friday evening at
are awarded for a quality point ratio
6:30 p.m. with a cocktail party folof 3.67 or more from possible 4.0.
lowed by a dinner-dance. Dancing
Emily, class of 2007, is the daughwill be to the music of the Cameos.
ter of Peter and Jill Sharpe.
On Saturday a barbeque will be
Rachel, class of 2008, is the daughheld at The Inn at Somerset Hills.
ter of Scott and Marcy Lazar.
The weekend package, which includes the Dinner Dance and
Westfield Resident
Barbeque, is $136 per person.
The Friday Dinner Dance is $90
Earns B.A. Degree
per person. All graduates wishing
WESTFIELD – Daniel MacDonald
to attend should respond by August
of Westfield was recognized for his
31.
academic achievements when he
For further information, call
graduated from Washington College
(203) 454-1653 or e-mail
in Maryland on May 20. Daniel, son
spfhsprom@aol.com.
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald MacDonald,
earned a B.A. in Business Management.

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY: AUGUST 5th • 2 TO 4PM
766 OAK AVENUE, WESTFIELD - $650,000

WF Residents Attain
Vanderbilt Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Four Westfield residents attained Dean’s List at
Vanderbilt University in Tennessee.
The honorees include Benjamin
Masel, son of Mr. and Mrs. Randy
Masel, Matthew McManus, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McManus, Jason
Tammam, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Tammam and Michael Yee, son Dr.
G. Yee and Dr. L. Tosiello.
To qualify for the Dean’s List students must receive grades equivalent to a 3.5 on a 4.0 scale for the
semester.

Local Student Makes
Wake Forest Dean’s List

Stunning Bright Home, Many Custom features and recent improvements. Marvin and
Anderson windows, Living Room with built ins surrounding Fireplace. 23’ Sunroom
with beam accents. Viking 6 Burner range, Granite and wood Counters, inset sink in a
Bright Kitchen, Great table space overlooking free form patio and fenced yard. 4 Bedrooms,
1 ½ Baths. Quiet tree lined street, walking distance to Grade School and Mountainside
shops. Stop by and see this fine home listing for $650,000.
DIRECTIONS: North Chestnut Street to 766 Oak Avenue. Call for early inspection.

A. George Rogers, REALTOR
Direct Dial: 908-768-9677
Office: 322-4434 x114
Email: ageorgerogers@yahoo.com

ERA SUBURB REALTY AGENCY
1773 E. SECOND STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS • 908-322-4434

SCOTCH PLAINS – Wake Forest
University student Jonathan Altman
has been named to the university’s
Dean’s List for the spring 2007 semester. Students who achieved a grade
point average of 3.0 or higher were
named to the list.
Jonathan, a 2005 Scotch PlainsFanwood High School graduate, is
the son of David and Bonnie Altman
of Scotch Plains.

SP Resident Honored
As Sorority Member
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Epsilon
Delta Chapter of Sigma Kappa Sorority at Susquehanna University,
of which Scotch Plains resident
Jenna Marionni is a member, recently received a Three-Star Standards of Excellence Award at the
sorority’s National Convention in
Indianapolis. Jenna is a rising senior environmental science major.
She is the daughter of Roland and
Debra Marionni.
The award is granted to chapters
that meet Sigma Kappa Sorority standards in areas like membership, financial management, philanthropy,
scholarship, public relations, ritual,
leadership, new member education,
alumni relations and campus involvement. Only 14 of the 107 chapters
nation wide received this award.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Friday
evening, June 15, at the Forest Road
Club House at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation (SPFSF) celebrated 41 years of continuous scholarship assistance to local students.
The SPFSF was established on June
6, 1966. This year, the 16 members of
the Board of Trustees presented 116
scholarships with a total value of
$136,900 to both high school and college students.
According to president Ellie
Kramps, the SPFSF has made scholarships available to 1909 students with a
total value of $1,639,730 throughout
its history of service to young people.
This year, a committee of 14
screeners representing eight local
schools as well as the Service League
and the SPFSF evaluated a record total
of 131 applications.
The applicants were awarded scholarships based on academic achievement, extracurricular and community
activities and future promise, as well
as their individual need for financial
assistance in procuring a college education as stipulated in the requirements for the awarding of particular
scholarships.
The SPFSF gave 20 Dollars for Students awards totaling $25,500 with
money earned through investments and
the generosity of the communities, as
well as solicitations from the annual
Dollars for Students Days.
High school recipients included
Kevin Cassidy, Amanda Bobyack,
Kirstan Fuller, Katherine Lauricella,
Colin Moynihan, Timothy Salisbury,
Stephanie Santiago, Lauren Spirko,
Kyle Rowbotham and Jason Zelesnik.
College recipients included Justin
Rowinsky, Julianne Carman, Deirdre
Clark, Briana Falco, Gabrielle Falco,
Matthew Hirschhorn, Mary Shashaty,
Elizabeth Stamler, Nicole Tanguy and
Zachary McGuire.
Jillian Lusk received the Alumni
funded award. Michael Bonacum received an award named for John
Lawson, Robert Burke, Jr. an award
named for Henry Schweiring, and
Katie Zaleski an award honoring
Camielle Flathmann. Eric Wasserman
was the recipient of the Oren and E.
Lila Hilligass Scholarship.
The 13th Robert Adams, Jr. Memorial Scholarship of $1,000 was presented to Sarah Boruch. Kristen Barry
received the 34th $1,000 Elizabeth
Becker Memorial Scholarship. The
25th $1,000 Joyce and Leonard
Bergman Memorial Scholarship was
presented to Ana Castillo. Katherine
Kaiserman and Christopher Lacko received the 16th Besson Family Memorial Scholarships of $750 each.
Lauren Spirko received the 19th
Jeannette Britton Memorial Scholarship for $1,000. The Sixth George
Bryan Memorial Scholarship of $1,000
was given to Derek Simmons.
Among the many other scholarships
that the Foundation administers are
the Mountainside Elks Lodge 1585
scholarships. Two awards were presented for the 21st time for $500 each
to Katherine Kaiserman and Christopher Lacko. Lauryn Adams was the
13th recipient of the $500 Dr. George
Esposito Memorial Scholarship.
For the seventh time, Friday’s Place
presented a $1,000 scholarship, which
was given to Lauren Weisbrod.
Many scholarships were awarded in
memory of loved ones and former
teachers. The Karen E. and Joseph
Franzone Memorial Scholarship was
presented for the seventh time in the
amount of $1,000, and the recipient
was Mary Kathryn Schiller.
The third Thomas H. Gonch Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $600
was presented to Alex Cvetovich. Included was the 13th Doris Koues Memorial Scholarship for $450 to Lauryn
Adams. This was the fourth year that a
$1,000 scholarship was awarded to
honor the memory of Walter F.
Lestarchick, and the recipient was
Christopher Pflaum.
This was the first year that the William and Ruth Linge Scholarships for
$3,000 were awarded to Allison Baier
and Grant Darwin. This was the eighth
year that the Losavio family presented
an award for $500 given in memory of
both John and Marie Losavio, and the
recipient is Andre Smith.
This was the first year that the
Deborah Ann Mains Memorial Scholarships were presented in the amount
of $2,500 to Laurel Devlin and to
Allison Zazzali.
For the second year, the family of
Stephen and Marion McAlinden
awarded a $1,000 scholarship and it
was presented to James Sensor. The
eighth Ada S. Merrill Memorial Scholarship for $500 was presented to
Zachary McGuire.
The Courtney E. Metzger Memorial Scholarships were presented for
the seventh time with two $1,250
awards being presented to Kimberly
Appezzato and to Ashley Jacobi. This
is the 12th year that the David J. Mills
Memorial Scholarship is being given
to a high school student and the recipient of $2,000 is Andre Smith.
This is the 12th year that the foundation awarded the Jeffrey Spring Memorial Scholarship honoring a former
high-school teacher. The award was
given in the amount of $1,000 to
Zachary Silk.
The ninth James O’Hara Powers
Memorial Scholarships for $1,000
each were given to Jennifer Gaglioti
and to Matthew Miller; and the Dr.
Muriel H. Ramsden Memorial scholarship was presented for the second
time in the amount of $1,500 to Allison
Hoynes-O’Connor through a fund established by Dr. Ramsden who was a
former trustee of the foundation.
The George W. Voget Memorial
Scholarships for $500 were given for
the ninth time and presented to Jaclyn
Lopez and to Jason Zelesnik.
The James Sochan Memorial Scholarship was presented for the fifth time
through a fund established from his
estate, and it was given in the amount

of $500 to Kyle Rowbothan.
The Ralph Sorrentino Memorial
Wrestling Scholarship was presented
for the third time in the amount of
$1,000 to Christopher Pflaum.
The Franklin Maine Spooner and
Helen McConnell Spooner Scholarship was presented for the fifth time
through a fund established by the late
Helen Spooner who was a former
member of the foundation. It was given
in the amount of $2,000 to Kimberly
Molnar.
Two SMAC Robert Mattar Scholarships were given for the third time
in the amount of $1,000 each to Morgan Finkel and to Colin Campbell.
Past principal, Dr. Terry K. Riegel,
sponsored a scholarship for the ninth
time for a graduating senior from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) in the amount of $2500, and
it was given to Kenneth Wasserman.
The Performing Arts Studio presented two $300 scholarships for the
sixth time and they were given to Alex
Cvetovich and to Andre Smith. The
Olga B. Ross Memorial Scholarships
were given for the second time through
a bequest from the estate of Mrs.
Ross. Two $1,000 scholarships were
awarded to Deirde Scully and to Tara
Shashaty.
Among the many local organizations funding scholarships is the
Scotch Plains Rotary Garbe Foundation, which has funded 22 awards
including 20 $1000 renewable awards,
which were presented for the fourth
time to Michael Hessemer, Daniel
Krantz, Laura Manziano, Scott Pober
and Victoria Shelus; and for the third
time to: Daniel Deegan, Alexandra
Fredas, Jason Kruger, Lauren Perrotta
and Michelle Regg; for the second
time to James Alfano, Andrew
Goldberg, Daniel Ingram, Emily
Wallden, and Joshua Zinman; and for
the first time to Daisy Fung, Christopher Rau, Heather Rodriguez, Stacey
Tanguy and Caleb Zimmerman.
They have also honored the memory
of David E. Ringle with a $500 award
to the valedictorian, Karina DeMair,
and a $250 award to the salutatorian,
Morgan Finkel. The Service League
presented five $4,000 awards to
Caroline L’Heureux, Michelle Swick,
Carolyn DiProspero, Candace Barnes
and Melissa Koerner.
The foundation remembers a former
administrator and principal each year
with the Perry H. Tyson Memorial
Scholarship for $1,000, which this
year was presented for the 29th time
and given to Jeffrey Pober.
This was the fourth year that the
$1,000 Manya S. Ungar scholarship
was awarded through the foundation,
and it was presented to Lucas Saenz
Deviteri.
Each year, the Johanna Wilk Foundation presents $2,500 scholarships,
and the recipients for 2005 are Helen
Han and Megan Dyckman, who is a
Union Catholic High School graduate.
The foundation administers the
scholarships presented by the PTAs
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District. This year, they included two
$1,000 Manya Ungar PTA Council
Scholarships given to Lauren Messina
and to Julie Meurer.
This was the first year that the Dr.
Carol B. Choye scholarship was presented to honor a former superintendent, and the award of $1,000 was
given to Kristen Barry. The high school
PTA presented the Robert Adams
$1,000 award to Eric Wasserman, and
the second $1,000 Dr. Terry K. Riegel
award was presented to Tovi Spero.
The Park Middle School McTB
awards for $500 each went to Allison
Brown and to Colin Campbell; and
the Terrill Middle School John C.
Foulks Scholarships for $1,000 were
given to Christina Defeo and to Brittany Fusillo.
School One PTA gave the James V.
Cerasa Scholarship for $1,000 to
Derek Simmons. The Brunner PTA
award of $1,000 was presented to
Stacy Marr and a second award for
$1,000 was presented for the sixth
time in memory of Dr. Albert DeSousa
to Karina DeMair.
The Coles PTA Carl M. Kumpf
award for $1,000 was given to Allison
Hoynes-O’Connor and the Coles PTA
award was given in the amount of
$1,000 to Magda Isack.
Evergreen PTA has established
three scholarships with a $1,000 Dr.
Beverlee Kaminetzky Scholarship
being given to Katherine Kaiserman,
a $1,000 Kehs-Aakjer Memorial
Scholarship being given to Allison
Brown, and the third Mary Giraud
Memorial Scholarship in the amount
of $1,000 given to Anthony Ricci.
The McGinn PTA presented two
$1,000 awards to Samantha Carow
and to David Kopylov.
The annual meeting of the Board of
Trustees followed the annual reception
honoring scholarship recipients, which
was open to the public. At that time, it
elected five trustees to continue on the
board serving a three-year term. These
members include: Flossie Bostwick,
David Hambleton, Joseph Nagy, Janis
Simberg and Mary Ball Cappio.
In addition, the board elected two
new members – Vicki Parker, who
was elected to serve a three-year term,
and Marian Tumolo, who was elected
to serve a two-year unexpired term.
The additional members of the
board of trustees include Susan
Citrano, Pat DiFrancesco, Roseann
Fleming, Jonathan Gardner, Myrna
Gordon, Ellie Kramps, Richard
Lorber, Fred Ritter and Lee Stein. Dr.
David Heisey, principal, and Karen
McDermott, supervisor of Counseling Services, have represented SPFHS
on the Board of Trustees.
Any member of the community who
has not had a recent opportunity to
make a tax-deductible donation to the
Dollars for Students Fund and who
would like to do so may send their
contribution to the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-667
AWARDED TO: England Orthopedics,
Avenel, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide prosthetic and
orthotic services for the patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: August 1, 2007-July 31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $30,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-738
AWARDED TO: T & M, Middletown,
New Jersey
SERVICES: for the preparation of the
permits and redesign of the lower pond
pump house at the Ash Brook Golf Course
Irrigation System
COSTS: increasing the original contract
by $26,000 for a new contract amount of
$166,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-752
amending (Resolution No. 2007-501)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES: Special Counsel in the
matter entitled Alyssa D. Scala v. UC, et
als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $55,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-710
AWARDED TO: Mutual of America
SERVICES: to provide life insurance
with the group accidental death to employees funded under the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) and not covered by the
Public Employment Retirement System
(PERS)
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$35,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-671
AWARDED TO: Samir Patel, M.D.,
Hospital Associates, Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional
medical services for the Residents/ patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: August 1, 2007-July 31, 2008
COSTS: This is a fee for service agreement at no cost to the County
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-704
amending (Resolution No. 2007-321)
AWARDED TO: Ryan White
SERVICES: to various agencies to provide primary medical and support services
to people with HIV/AIDS
PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 29,
2008
COSTS: funds in the amount of $605,700
for a new total of $2,015,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-678
AWARDED TO: Medfare, Inc, Boca
Raton, Florida
SERVICES: for the purchase of food
tray covers through the New Jersey Hospital Association pursuant to NJSA 30:987 & 88
COSTS: in the amount of $21,500
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-669
AWARDED TO: Speech and Hearing
Associates, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide speech and language pathology services for the Residents/ patients at Runnells Specialized
Hospital
PERIOD: August 1, 2007-July 31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $107,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-734
amending (Resolution No. 890-2006)
AWARDED TO: DaveEd Fire Systems,
Inc., Hackensack, New Jersey
SERVICES: to include the Department
of Public Safety
COSTS: in the amount of $128,982.08,
for a total bid not to exceed $458,982.08
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-732
AWARDED TO: Union County Baseball Association
SERVICES: for the operation of its Youth
League summer baseball program
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-733
amending (Resolution No. 2006-746)
AWARDED TO: B & G Elevator, Inc.,
Newton, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of increasing the total bid amount
COSTS: from $305,500 to $342,160
12% in an amount not to exceed $20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-753
amending (Resolution No. 2007-500)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: Special Counsel in the
matter entitled Eduardo C. Tapari v. UC,
et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $25,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-754
amending (Resolution No. 2007-351)
AWARDED TO: Trenk, DiPasquale,
Webster, Della Fera& Sodono, West
Orange, New Jersey
SERVICES: Special Counsel in the
matter entitled Eduardo C. Tapari v. UC,
et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-736
AWARDED TO: Douglas Ballentine,
Millngton, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of conducting restoration planting in the Watchung
Reservation this contract is a result of a
Court Judgment against a local property
owner for removing trees from the County
Park
COSTS: This change order will result in
a reduction in the contract price of $2,350
for a final contract amount of $59,100
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-750
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES: as Special Counsel for the
County of Union to represent the County
of Union and George Devanney in the
matter entitled Richard P. Rodbart, et al
v. et als
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-740
AWARDED TO: CCMS Corporation,
Colts Neck, New Jersey
SERVICES: for construction administration services and the design at the Public Works Facility
COSTS: increasing the original contract
by $61,500 for a new contract amount
$153,500
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

Legal Advertising
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-676
AWARDED TO: Robert Restifo, D.O.,
Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide for a Director of
Pulmonary Medicine/Respiratory care at
Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: September 1, 2007-August
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $4,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-674
AWARDED TO: Shilpa Shroff, M.D.,
Hospital Associates, Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional
medical services for the Residents/ patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: September 1, 2007-August
31, 2008
COSTS: This is a fee for service agreement at no cost to the County
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-668
AWARDED TO: Speech and Hearing
Associates, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide audiology services for the residents/ patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: August 1, 2007-July 31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $10,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-694
amending (Resolution No. 388-2004)
AWARDED TO: Joseph Jingoli &
Sons, Lawrenceville, New Jersey
SERVICES: to correct contract language
for construction management services for
the Union County Arts Center, extending
the term of their contract to reflect for the
length of time authorized and necessary
for the completion of the actual construction, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:1115(9)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-717
AWARDED TO: Trinitas Hospital,
Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: due to the to the increasing
complexity and volume of children experiencing and disclosing acute sexual abuse
in Union County there exists a need for a
licensed clinician at the Union County Child
Advocacy Center to screen children for
depression, suicidal ideation, post-traumatic stress disorder and other serious
mental health issues
PERIOD: July 1, 2007-August 31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$36,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-712
AWARDED TO: YMCA of Eastern
Union County
SERVICES: for the provision of child
care services, located on the first floor of
the Andrew K. Ruotolo Jr. Justice Complex, 32 Rahway Ave. Elizabeth, New Jersey
PERIOD: September 1, 2007- August
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $4,050.75 per
month, not to exceed $48,609 annually
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-693
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates,
Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide services relative
to the survey, engineering design, construction specifications and bid documents,
and construction administration for the
Stanford Drive Park Improvement Project,
Township of Berkeley Heights New Jersey. The agreement is in conjunction with
and for the Open Space, Historical Preservation, & Recreation Trust Fund
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$378,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-697
amending (Resolution No.2007-21)
AWARDED TO: Schwartz, Simon,
Edlestein, Celso & Kesseler, Florham
Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide the County of
Union with general law services related to
legal negotiations for future acquisitions
and related needs under the auspices of
the Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund
COSTS: for an additional amount of
$60,000 for a new total amount not to
exceed $120,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-698
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1190)
AWARDED TO: 4Connections, LLC,
Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to police officers for traffic
control purposes during the installation of
rhe fiber cables
COSTS: to increasing the amount by
$7,500 for a total contract amount of
$464,957
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-751
amending (Resolution No. 2006-581)
AWARDED TO: Joseph Spagnoli,
Esq. Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: Special Counsel in the
matter entitled Golda Harris v. UC, et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $10,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-716
AWARDED TO: Trinitas Hospital,
Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide individual therapy
sessions to victims of sexual assault as
well as non-offending parents, non-offending stepparents and non-offending
caregivers of child sexual abuse victims at
a rate of $50 per hour
PERIOD: July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$9,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-702
AWARDED TO: Rensselaerville Institute, Rensselaerville, New York
SERVICES: to provide two (2) full day
training workshop and related consultation services aimed at improving the program outcome measurement skills of DHS/
DYS staff, Youth Services Commission
Grant contract vendors and collaborating
community-based agencies
PERIOD: September 2007- March 31,
2008
COSTS: in the amount of $17,200
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $24.48

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-666
AWARDEDTO: Somerset Prosthetic
and Orthotics, Inc., Bound Brook, New
Jersey
SERVICES: to provide prosthetic and
orthotic services for the patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: August 1, 2007-July 31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $30,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-757
AWARDED TO: Aruspex, LLC Warren, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Hospital /Long
Term Care Administration for Runnells
Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: July1, 2007-June30, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $95,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-737
AWARDED TO: Musial Group,
Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of design of
a fire alarm system in the Union County
Police Academy
COSTS: in the amount of $42,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-743
AWARDED TO: Musial Group,
Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the construction administration services for the Union County
Streetscape Project
COSTS: increasing the original contract
amount by of $83,400. for a new total
contract amount of $239,400
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-705
amending (Resolution No.2007-81)
AWARDED TO: Connex Transit, Inc.,
Chicago, Illinois
SERVICES: to expand the provision of
Transportation Services and to purchase
replacement safety monitoring devices for
Paratransit vehicles
COSTS: increasing the contract amount
by $83,864 for a new contract amount of
$2,541,930
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-677
AWARDED TO: Cream-O-Land Dairy,
Florence, New Jersey
SERVICES: to purchase of milk and
dairy products to Runnells Specialized
Hospital through the New Jersey Hospital
Association pursuant to NJSA 30:9-87 &
88
PERIOD: October 1, 2007-September
30, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $113,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-749
AWARDED TO: Strategic Innovation
Management, LLC, Midland Park, New
Jersey
SERVICES: to publish a Union County
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) as required by the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000 (This contract is grant funded)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-673
AWARDED TO: Neha Bhansali, M.D.,
Hospital Associates, Summit, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional
medical services for the Residents/ patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: September 1, 2007-August
31, 2008
COSTS: This is a fee for service agreement at no cost to the County
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-741
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects,
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the installation of a new
air conditioning unit in the main computer
room, along with the installation of a
preaction suppression system, the removal
of the existing vault, and the inclusion of a
floor drain in the mechanical room for the
Acoustical Ceiling Replacement and installation of new NFPA-13 Suppression
System, Union County Courthouse Building-New Annex Basement Project
COSTS: increasing the contract amount
by $15,400 for a new contract amount of
$66,700
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-739
AWARDED TO: Netta Architects,
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for additional design work
for the complete removal of the Solar
Panel system for the Union County Administration Building-Exterior Fenestration
and Weatherization Investigation Project
COSTS: increasing the original contract
by $18,500 for a new contract amount of
$138,900
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-755
amending (Resolution No. 2007-643)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES: Special Counsel in the
matter entitled Mary Butler,v. UC,et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $45,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42
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Hobson Makes DePauw Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Jillian Hobson has
been named to the dean’s list for the
spring 2007 semester at DePauw
University in Greencastle, Ind. A
student must earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0
to receive dean’s list recognition.

Two WF Residents
Graduate F & M
WESTFIELD – Jeremy Deegan and
Sarah Maneck Bhagat of Westfield
graduated from Franklin and Marshall
College on May 12.
Jeremy, son of Michelle and Jack
Deegan, majored in government.
Sarah, daughter of Dr. Phiroz
Bhagat and Dr. Patricia Bhagat, graduated magna cum laude majoring in
psychology and was selected by her
peers for the Black Pyramid honor
society.

Area Students Make
Rowan Dean’s List
AREA – Local students achieved
Dean’s List status at Rowan University for the spring 2007 semester. Students must receive a 3.45 grade point
average or above. Those honored included Edward Clinton and Erin
Sullivan of Scotch Plains and Michael
Attanasio, Robert Jahn, Christina
Marcus, Justin Tullo, Brittany Vella
and Shanna Vella of Westfield.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-675
AWARDED TO: Erin Pojanowski, PAC., Hospital Associates, Summit, New
Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional
medical services for the Residents/ patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: September 1, 2007-August
31, 2008
COSTS: This is a fee for service agreement at no cost to the County
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-758
amending (Resolution No. 2006-849)
AWARDED TO: Strategic Media
Group, Union City, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing media consulting/marketing services
to the Union County
PERIOD: September1, 2006-JAugust
31, 2007
COSTS: increasing the contract amount
by $32,000 for a new contract amount of
$232,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

Additionally, Jillian was inducted
into the DePauw Chapter of Phi Eta
Sigma Honor Society as well as the
Alpha Lamda Delta National Academic Society. To earn membership, a student is required to be in
the top 20 percent of his or her
class.
Jillian is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School and is the
daughter of Mark and Traecy Hobson
of Westfield.

WF Resident DiLeo
Graduates Hartwick
WESTFIELD – Louis DiLeo, son
of Diane Fuchs-DiLeo and Louis
DiLeo, has graduated from Hartwick
College in New York.
He received a bachelor of arts degree in English with a minor in philosophy. At Hartwick, Louis participated in Alpha Delta Omega and the
pre-law Program.

WF’s Shuster Receives
Bachelor’s Degree
WESTFIELD – Ella Shuster of
Westfield was one of the 424 students
who took part in Bryn Mawr College’s
122nd commencement exercises on
May 19 and 20.
Ella, daughter of Sofya and Iosif
Shuster, was awarded a bachelor of
arts degree cum laude in biology.
She is a graduate of Westfield High
School.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-760
AWARDED TO: Access System,
Manilus, New York
SERVICES: to produce disaster recovery and business plans for 18 municipalities as a PARIS-funded shared service
project
PERIOD: September 3, 2007-December 31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $245,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-672
AWARDED TO: Vashdeo Harjani,
M.D., Hospital Associates, Summit, New
Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional
medical services for the Residents/ patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: September 1, 2007-August
31, 2008
COSTS: This is a fee for service agreement at no cost to the County
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

High School Student Travels
To China as Ambassador
“I’m so excited to meet people from
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
Ian
Cunningham, 15, a junior at Gover- this interesting culture,” Ian said benor Livingston High School, is visit- fore his trip. “I’ve attended classes
for six months preparing China with 22
ing for the trip and rePeople to People amsearched the Chinese
bassadors from northlanguage.”
ern New Jersey from
Visits to sites in Hong
July 18 to August 3.
Kong, Beijing, Shang“This is an opportuhai, Xian and an overnity of a lifetime,” said
night stay with a host
Ian, who will play on
family are included.
the varsity football
For information on
team this fall.
the ambassador selec“The program allows
tion process with high
selected kids to travel
Ian Cunningham
school and college
to foreign countries to
credit opportunities,
learn about people,
their culture, politics and language,” visit: studentambassadors.org/
home.asp. Or write: People to People,
he added.
President Eisenhower founded Dwight D. Eisenhower Bldg. 110 S.
People to People in 1956. He be- Ferrall St, Spokane, WA 99202.
lieved that if people from different
Joseph McCabe Earns
cultures could come together in peace
and friendship, so eventually would
B.A. From U. of Mass.
nations.
WESTFIELD – Joseph McCabe,
the son of Steven and Cheryl McCabe
Two WF Residents
of Westfield, has graduated magna
cum laude with a bachelor of arts
Graduate Vanderbilt
WESTFIELD – During the May 11 degree from the University of Massacommencement exercises at chusetts at Amherst.
Mr. McCabe was a student at ComVanderbilt University, Benjamin
Masel and Jason Tammam of monwealth College, the university’s
Westfield graduated from the school’s honors college. He was one of approximately 4,000 undergraduates
College of Arts and Science.
Benjamin graduated summa cum awarded degrees in more than 100
laude, majoring in anthropology. He majors during the university’s 137th
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Randy annual commencement ceremony
May 26.
Masel.
Mr. McCabe majored in psycholJason, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Tammam, majored in political sci- ogy and is a member of the Psi Chi
Psychology Honor Society. He graduence.
ated from Westfield High School in
2003.
Area Students Earn

Degrees at Colgate

WHS Alum Graduates
From Northwestern

AREA – Colgate University in
New York State awarded Bachelor
of Arts degrees to two local residents.
Jeremy Lipstein of Scotch Plains,
the son of Kenneth Lipstein and
Pamela Brownstein, majored in economics and graduated magna cum
laude.
Christine Leiz of Westfield, the
daughter of David and Virginia Leiz,
majored in psychology.

WESTFIELD – Alison Bennett,
daughter of John and Faith Bennett of
Westfield, received a bachelor of science degree from the Northwestern
University School of Communication.
Alison, a graduate of Westfield
High School, was a communication
studies major. She was a Communication Century Scholar and was
named to the dean’s list.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-756
SERVICES: to sublease the parking lot
area located at 342 Westminister Avenue,
Elizabeth, New Jersey, comprised of 127
parking spots.
PERIOD: Thru November 30, 2010
COSTS: the minimum rental price for
said property at two-thousand dollars
($2,000) per month
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

www.burgdorff.com/pat-jurpalis

...making sure your home is center stage!

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
July 31, 2007.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2153
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO
PARKING FACILITIES AND
THE APPROPRIATION OF
THE MONIES NECESSARY
THEREFOR
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-782
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1206)
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Productions, Hoboken, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide additional funding for talent
COSTS: to increase the contract amount
by $130,000 for a new contract amount of
$328,800
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

MAKE

YEAR

VIN NO.

MINIMUM BID

Oldsmobile
Chevy

1994
1994

1G3WT35X8RD405781
1GNDT13W0R0160995

$2,650.00
$2,600.00

Dated: July 25, 2007
1 T - 8/2/07, The Times

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on August
13, 2007 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

David Barbosa, 400 East Dudley Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to replace and enlarge an existing rear porch
contrary to Sections 12.04G, 12.04F1,
11.08E5, 11.08E6, 11.08E7, 19.03A of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum all improvement coverage of 50%. Present is 60.7%. Proposed
is 62.4%. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20%. Present is 40.5%. Proposed is 45.4%. Ordinance requires a
street side yard setback of 20 feet. Present
is 9.7 feet. Proposed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present is 4 feet. Proposed is 4 feet.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
setback of 35 feet. Present is + 32 feet.
Proposed is + 25 feet. Ordinance does
allow expansion of a structure that is nonconforming because of use. Permitted is a
single family dwelling. Present is a two
family dwelling. Proposed is enlarging the
rear porch of a two family dwelling.

Westfield Office · 600 North Ave W, West · 908-233-0065

Sebastian J. “Ben” Mazza, 85, a
lifelong resident of Westfield, died
on Tuesday, July 24, at his home.
Mr. Mazza had been the owner of
Joe Mazza & Sons, a family landscaping business in Westfield, until
retiring in 1990.
He was active with the Westfield
School Boosters, the Westfield Exchange Club, American Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 of Westfield
and UNICO of Westfield, where he
was past president and at one time
held every office in the organization.
Mr. Mazza served in the United
States Navy during World War II as a
signalman 3rd class in the Asiatic-

TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 128-07, adopted by the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains on July 24, 2007 that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on August 7, 2007 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicle may be examined at, Frank’s Towing, 56 Martine Ave, Fanwood,
NJ 07023 at 8:45 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:00 am.

Jeffrey Scotti, 125 Myrtle Avenue,
Applicant seeks certification that the subject property use as a storage lot for
contractor’s equipment (including trucks,
trailers, landscaping tools and various
materials) constitutes a pre-existing nonconforming use per Section 19.06 of the
Land Use Ordinance.

Beaming with the rays of the sun, this enchanting Colonial glows with a serene ambiance
that is enlivened by gleaming wood floors, delightful built-ins, crown molding and marvelous vintage details. The fire lit living room, formal dining room, and lively sun room meld
beautifully with the updated eat-in kitchen & powder room to craft a lovely first floor. The
master suite, with sitting room, is joined by two more bedrooms and an updated main bath
on the second floor. A basement family room, splendid yard with patio that abuts to “Green
Acres” and a great location, near the bike path and Orange Avenue School & Pool, create
a home that welcomes you with open arms.
Presented for $524,000.

Sebastian Mazza, 85, Business Owner;
Was Active In Westfield Organizations

PUBLIC NOTICE

David & Patricia Cilo, 729 Coolidge
Street, Applicant seeks permission to construct a first floor addition and a new second floor addition contrary to Section
11.09E6 and 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present is + 5.8 feet.
Proposed is + 9.2 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Present is
18.5%. Proposed is 20.8%.

JUST LISTED !

– Obituaries –

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION

PUBLIC NOTICE

Patricia Jurpalis, Realtor Associate
908-447-2907, Direct Dial

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Scott Bond, 229 East Dudley Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to renovate
existing carriage house contrary to Sections 13.01D, 13.01I1, and 11.04B6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum floor area of 750 square feet.
Proposed is 1,896 square feet. Ordinance
allows the maximum height of accessory
structures to be 15 feet. Proposed is 29.75
feet. Ordinance permits accessory uses
that are customarily subordinate and incidental to the permitted uses. Proposed
usage includes habitable space within an
accessory structure.
Achim & Stefanie Bueklers, 946 Tice
Place, Applicant seeks permission to construct a second floor addition contrary to
Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yards
setback of 15 feet. Present and proposed
is 11.95 feet.
Primavera Parkview, LLC, 307 Woods
End Road, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a side porch contrary to Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-

Barbra Riepe, Township Clerk
Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
nance requires a side yard setback of 15
feet. Proposed is 11.5 feet. (16 square feet
of encroachment).
Amy Sharkey, 9 Fairhill Road, Applicant seeks permission to rebuild and convert an existing screened porch to an
office contrary to Section 11.05E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a side yard setback of 15 feet. Present and
proposed is 10 feet.
Charles & Susan Schafer, 824 St.
Marks Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct a two story addition contrary to Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structure of 20%. Present is 19.6%. Proposed is 20.8%.
Westfield Hall, Inc., 918 Boynton Avenue & 111 Laurel Place, Applicant seeks
conditional use variance approval to resubdivide two lots with houses of worship
into two reconfigured lots with the same
two houses of worship to contrary to Sections 18.08B, 18.08C, 18.08D, 18.08E,
18.08F of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot area
of 75,000 square feet.
Lot 8: Present is 41,594 square feet;
Proposed is 33,344 square feet
Lot 29: Present is 8,250 square feet;
Proposed is 16,500 square feet.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot frontage of 225 feet.
Lot 8: Present is 111.15 feet; Proposed
is 111.15 feet
Lot 29: Present is 55 feet; Proposed is
110 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by all improvements of 50%.
Lot 8: Present is more than 80%; Proposed is 83.1%
Lot 29: Present is more than 41.1%;
Proposed is 65.6%.
Ordinance requires a minimum front yard
setback of 40 feet.
Lot 8: Present is 40.65 feet; Proposed is
40.65 feet.
Lot 29: Present is 39.57 feet; Proposed
is 39.57 feet.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 25 feet.
Lot 8: Present is 12.39 feet; Proposed is
12.36 feet.
Lot 29: Present is 10.40 feet; Proposed
is 10.40 feet.
Applicant also seeks bulk variance for
the following parking deficiencies:
17.02C3: Ordinance requires 100 parking spaces for Lot 8. Proposed are 40.
17.03B: Variance for parking in front
yard for Lot 29.
17.03C3: Ordinance requires a 10 foot
setback for parking/driveways for Lots 8 &
29. Proposed is 0 feet.
17.05F: Variance for shared parking
access for Lots 8 & 29.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $131.07

Pacific and European Theaters.
His wife, June Fontenelli Mazza,
predeceased him on January 25, 2007.
Surviving are a son, Richard J.
Mazza; two sisters, Eleanor Alimonti
and Carmella Monroe, and three
brothers, Joseph Mazza, Anthony
Mazza and Charles Mazza.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, July 28, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Center For Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
August 2, 2007

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-761
amending (Resolution No.2007-502)
AWARDED TO: Continuum Voice &
Data Systems, Inc., Syracuse, New York
SERVICES: representing annual hardware and software maintenance costs
associated with the expansion of the Electronic Data Management System into the
Department of Finance
COSTS: for a total contract amount of
$228,135.20
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-778
amending (Resolution No.2007-189)
AWARDED TO: Dr. Floriana
Persechino, Brooklyn, New York
SERVICES: to perform autopsies and
external examinations on weekends and/
or while the medical examiner is on vacation or on sick leave
PERIOD: July1, 2007-December 31,
2007
COSTS: No change in the dollar
amount
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 7/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2007-742
AWARDED TO: Netta Architect,
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the design of incorporating the complete alteration and renovation of all Rotunda toilet rooms due to the
enlargement of one of the existing elevators to comply with A.D.A. Standards
COSTS: increasing the original contract amount by $40,400 for a new contract amount of $178,900
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on August
13, 2007 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Primavera Parkview, LLC, 307 Woods
End Road, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a side porch contrary to Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard setback of 15
feet. Proposed is 11.5 feet. (16 square feet
of encroachment).
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on August
13, 2007 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Achim & Stefanie Bueklers, 946 Tice
Place, Applicant seeks permission to construct a second floor addition contrary to
Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 15 feet. Present and proposed
is 11.95 feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $26.01
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NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

CHAUFFEUR FOR ELDERLY

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

We assist senior citizens.
We drive for shopping, doctor’s
visits and errands and also do
light cleaning and light cooking.
Call for reasonable rates.
Kim (908) 347-9151
EXCELLENT PAINTING

CLEANING LADY

Polish Cleaning Lady is looking
for Apartments, Houses &
Offices to clean.
Good References &
Long Experience
(732) 970-5445
CLEANING GIRL

Honest English speaking Polish
girl will clean your house or office.
5 years experience & references.
(908) 468-9443 Maggie

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
Power Washing - Painting
Complete Preparation, Good
Work, Good Price. Free Estimates
Call Ed (908) 220-2858
or (908) 220-3825
2004 BMW 325I

39k mi, One owner, Premium
package, Cold weather package,
Xenon, Steptronic. $15,600.
jckghm@hotmail.com
(732) 815-4874
SAVE GRANDMA’S CATS

Need a home for a sweet
little black cat “Brewster”
Healthy 8 yr old female
Neutered and Declawed
Leigh (908) 337-9167

HOUSE / OFFICE CLEANING

Portugese Lady
Reliable & Honest
Good References
Jane (973) 216-5799

PUBLIC NOTICE

BABYSITTER

Conscientious AIT student offers
svcs as babysitter during the
summer so he can save money to
open his own business.
Call (908) 577-2206
FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241
HUGE GARAGE SALE!!

Friday - Saturday 8/3-8/4
Starts 8:30am Lots of stuff,
housewares, video, clothes,
don’t miss out!!
109 Summit Court
Westfield
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
September 5, 2007, for the
“2007 FURNISHING AND DELIVERY OF PUBLIC WORKS
EQUIPMENT CONSISTING
OF A 70 FOOT FORESTRY
TRUCK.”
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield, in the amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to insure execution of the contract.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action).
All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof
of registration will disqualify the bid.
Specifications may be reviewed or procured at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey. The Mayor
and Council reserve the right to reject any
bid, and to waive any informality in any bid,
if in the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $35.19

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007
AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIPMENT USED IN THE COLLECTION OF
LEAVES FROM THE STREETS, WALKWAYS, AND PARKING LOTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.
EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON AN
HOURLY BASIS WITH OPERATOR, OR
AN ELAPSED TIME BASIS, WITHOUT
OPERATOR, INCLUDES TRACTOR
TRAILERS, DUMP TRUCKS, AND RUBBER TIRED FRONT END LOADERS.
THE SPECIFICATIONS ALSO INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ALTERNATE
ITEMS:
D. LOADING AND HAULING FROM
THE TOWN CONSERVATION CENTER
TO THE UNION COUNTY COMPOSTING
FACILITY IN SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP
ON A FIXED UNIT PRICE BASIS, EXCLUSIVE OF DISPOSAL FEE.
E. LOADING AND HAULING FROM
THE TOWN CONSERVATION CENTER
TO
AN
APPROVED
PRIVATE
COMPOSTING FACILITY ON A FIXED
UNIT PRICE BASIS, INCLUSIVE OF DISPOSAL FEE.
PROPOSALS MUST BE IN WRITING
AT THE PLACE AND BEFORE THE
HOUR MENTIONED ABOVE, AND MUST
BE ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFIED
CHECK, OR BID BOND, MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT.
BIDDERS MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE
WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER
127 PL 1975, SUPPLEMENT TO THE
LAW AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION).
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY
INFORMALITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF
THE TOWN, IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE
TO DO SO.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $57.63

Need Business Advice?
Call

APL Consulting LLC
201-446-7267

aplevitt@aplconsultingllc.com

CLASSIFIEDS
OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.
2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utilities, Internet,
Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

SCOTCH PLAINS. New Listing!
Exceptional & historic Ranch with
open floor plan, 3BRs, 2 baths,
newer Kitchen, CAC, large yard,
2 fireplaces.
$459,900.
BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield
(908) 233-0065

REFRIGERATOR FOR SALE

Refrigerator Maytag
Like new, 5 by 5, ice maker,
water filtration, $250.
(908) 389-1051
1996 ACURA NSX 4000$

1996 Acura Nsx, $4000, good
cond, low mi, clear title, ext:red,
int:black, Removable TARGA top,
5-speed manual transmission.
Contact me on my e mail adress:
mihastaf@hotmail.com
HIGH FASHION JEWELRY

Host a Premier Designs Jewelry
home show and receive 30% of
your show’s value in FREE
JEWELRY!! Contact me at
DebbiesPremier@gmail.com
or (908) 403-9485
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday, August 13, 2007 in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeal for variance(s) from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Nelson, 252
Sinclair Place. Applicant seeks permission to construct two additions and a raised
patio (deck) contrary to Sections 12.04F1
and 12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage of
20%. Present is 19.94%. Proposed is
21.73%. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures including a raised patio (deck)
of 22%. Proposed is 23.18 %.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and applications are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Nelson
252 Sinclair Place
Westfield, NJ 07090
1 T - 8/2/07, The Leader
Fee: $31.11

WESTFIELD AREA RENTAL

Short Term/Long Term - 3/4
Bedroom, 3-1/2 Bath Twnhouse
in gated comm. Pool/Tennis.
Call (908) 581-2803
Avail Oct 1st. Price $2900/mo
but nego. for terms.
OPEN HOUSE

RAHWAY, 189 Villa Place
Saturday & Sunday, 12-4PM
9 Rooms, 3 Bedrooms.
Could be mother/daughter.
Exit on The Hudson Rlty.
Ask for G.G. (201) 437-0411 or
for G.G.’s cell (201) 452-3442
for appointment. Virtual tour at
www.TTourFactory.com/357983
1 BR WYCHWOOD GD COOP

$190,000 - pool, off-street parking,
extra storage, A/C, w/d in bld.
(908) 370-1084
https://home.comcast.net/
~manalake
PERSONAL TRAINER

Personal Trainer available to train
you in the comfort of your own
home. If your looking to get into
shape please contact me. I am an
R.N. and give nutritional
counseling. Please call Kim for
initial consultation.
(732) 580-8495
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Thursday, August 2, 2007
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DATA ENTRY - PART TIME

HELP WANTED

M-Th, flexible hrs. Knowledge of
Excel & excellent phone skills a
MUST. Database exp. a plus.
Call Jody at (908) 322-7061

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

PART TIME CUSTODIAN

Part-time custodian needed for
eves. and Sat., 16-19 hrs week.
$17 per hour. Paid sick
and vac. Must be handy and have
driver’s license. Possess sufficient
physical strength to perform job
duties, including snow shoveling
and ice removal from sidewalks.
Apply to Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 E. Broad St.,
Westfield, NJ 07090, no phone
calls, no fax pls. EOE

LEGAL SECRETARY

Small litigation lawfirm in Springfield seeks legal secretary 2 to 5
yrs exp. MS Word & Time Matters
a plus. Friendly work environment.
Please fax resume to Susan
(973) 258-9899 or e-mail to
SCapiello@wpslawfirm.com.
TEACHING POSITIONS

Valet parking attendants needed
for busy NJ locations. Must have
valid NJ license. Inquire at
1 (800) 545-1994, ext. 100

Full time Elementary and part time
Spanish and Music. Send resume
to Redeemer Lutheran School,
229 Cowperthwaite Pl. Westfield,
NJ or fax to (908) 317-9301

SEEKING NANNY

TEACHER ASSISTANT

Seeking a warm, loving and
energetic nanny to care for 3
children - ages 5, 4, and 1. 30 to
40 hours per week. Must drive.
Contact Christine - (914) 953-2435

Teacher assistant needed at a
Westfield nursery school. Must
work well with both young children
and adults, have some college CDA is a plus. Please call
(908) 233-5417

GREAT SUMMER JOB!!!

NANNY NEEDED

INVOICE PROCESSING COORD

Nanny needed to watch my 2 kids;
7 and 4 at my home. Drivers
license and some housework
req’d. 30-40 hrs/wk. Call
(908) 347-9550
BABYSITTER NEEDED

Looking for an energetic and
caring babysitter, approx 35 hrs/
week. Must have experience
babysitting children under age 5
and their own car. Call Janice
(917) 446-0270
CLEANER / SPA ATTENDANT

Westfield - Bilingual ok
Full time including weekends
(908) 487-1320
COMPANION FOR ELDERLY

On weekends - sleep in/out
Driver’s License
Excellent References
(732) 855-9543

Avotus Corp (www.avotus.com)
has position avail in New
Providence. 5 days/flex hrs.
Oversees receipt/entry of
customer invoices, report analysis
and follow up w/ carriers. Must be
highly organized & able to multitask, Word/Excel reqd. Knowledge
of telecom a plus. $20/hr no
benefits. Send resume to
Meg.Berke@Avotus.com
INVOICE PROCESSING ASST.

Avotus Corp (www.avotus.com),
has a position available in New
Providence. 5 days/flexible hrs.
Responsibilities include data
entry, filing/scanning of customer
invoices. Word & email required.
Must be highly organized & able
to multi-task. $10/hr, no benefits.
Send resume to
Meg.Berke@Avotus.com

FRESH FROM THE FARM

ScotchPlains

FARMERS
MARKETPLACE
Every Saturday
8AM-2PM
SCOTCH PLAINS

WWW.VISITSCOTCHPLAINS .COM

Business &
Professional
Association

SPONSORED BY

Park Avenue (Next to Municipal Building)

Ad Concept/Design: Jeff Stein 908.322.6774

Roofing • Siding
Gutters

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Complete Painting Service

R.T. CORBET L.L.C.
ROOFS Asphalt, Slate,
Composite, Flat Roofs

Painting Co.

GUTTERS Aluminum, Copper,
Built-In Systems
All systems new and repaired
Expert problem solver

908-771-0007 • 732-528-8994
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
NJ Reg. Contractor

High End Prep
Sheetrock / Spackling

Spray / Roll / Brush
Trim / Crown Installation

732-396-1383
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Workshop’s Showcase Theater
Presents Thoroughly Modern Millie
By LIZA KATZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE...Local residents took part in NJPAC’s Carousel, including, from top left to bottom right,
Adam Biner, Lester Lovejoy the Beauties Barker and Carnival Boy understudy, from Fanwood, who was also in the
production 10 years ago for the first collaboration; Gabriel Rodrigues, Bert the bear trainer, Jigger understudy, who lives
in Mountainside; Peter Surace, Enoch Snow Jr. and Bart the Bear, who lives in Scotch Plains; Jen Kujawski, carousel horse
dancer, understudy for Julie, who lives in Westfield; Stephen Markowski, Jess Holgate - sailor, who lives in Westfield; and
Westfields’s Sarah Beese, LaVerne the Beauty of Europe.

After 50 Years, Classic Carousel
Still Thrills in Newark’s NJPAC
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It’s a classic. When
the first strains of the familiar songs
begin, most folks can hum the rest of
the melodies.
Such is case with the unforgettable
“Carousel Waltz,” the opening ballet/
pantomime number of Rogers and
Hammerstein’s 1945 musical, Carousel, most recently produced by New
Jersey Performing Arts Center’s
(NJPAC) Summer Musical Program
in combination with the New Jersey
Youth Theatre (formerly WYACT of
Westfield).
Following the NJPAC engagement
that closed on July 22, the show is
now offered at the Algonquin Theater
in Manasquan, where it will run weekends through August 5.
Carousel’s 1870’s setting is in a
small seacoast village in Maine. The
town’s mill employs female workers
slaving their young lives away. Their
only outlet is strolling to the amusement park to check out eye candy
carousel barker Billy Bigelow played
by the robust Alexander Diaz.
In the first few minutes of orchestral
music that replaces a traditional overture, director Cynthia Meryl, music
director Ilene Greenbaum and choreographer Sherry Alban pull out all the
stops for a visually pleasing transition
from the drudgery of the mill to the
frivolity of the amusement park complete with fabulous working carousel.
Enter Billy Bigelow; with only a

wink, a nod and a knowing look, the
carousel barker wordlessly announces
to the audience that he is a womanizer.
The carnival’s feisty owner, Mrs.
Mullin, nicely played by Arielle
Casner, has a jealous eye on him and
banishes mill worker Julie Jordan,the
beautiful Lauren Palmeri, from the
carousel when it appears that Billy
has taken a liking to her.
Then, in an intimate scene, Julie’s
girlfriend Carrie Pepperidge, acted
and sung perfectly in character by
Jaclyn Ingoglia, tells her “You’re a
Queer One, Julie Jordan” and admits
she has a beau. In “His Name is Mr.
Snow,” Carrie explains how she has
fallen for fisherman Snow despite his
stench from the catch of the day.
In one of the show’s musical pillars, “If I Loved You”, a rich cello
from the accomplished orchestra of
professional and student members
reinforces the melody line to lend the
right amount of wistfulness to a powerful duet of equally matched, rich
voices of Ms. Palmeri and Mr. Diaz.
Julie and Billy, two unlikely opposite souls become one. Two months
later when mother-to-be Julie tells
unemployed father-to-be of the
blessed event, elation, pride and then
panic set in. Billy’s “Soliloquy,” propels him on an emotional rollercoaster
ride just thinking about his anticipated child.
With no job in sight, Billy teams up
with Jigger Craigin, played wickedly
well by Michael Campbell, for a robbery that ends, as Aunt Nettie Fowler
(Kelsey Thompson) says, “all for the
best.”
Ms. Thompson’s gorgeous rendition of “You’ll Never Walk Alone” is
a tearjerker of gigantic proportions,
especially when the harp and other
strings chime in.
The delightful ballet in Act II, originally choreographed by Agnes
DeMille, showcases spectacular dancing and inventive choreography recreated by Ms. Alban and executed
professionally by the dancers.
Julie and Billy’s teenage daughter
Louise, danced empathetically by
Brianna Stimpson, delights in the
world around her and finds an attraction to Carnival Boy, powerful dancer,
Corey Mosello. The human carousel
with the ballerinas representing
plumed horses is cleverly done and
got a well-earned, spontaneous round
of applause midway through the number at a Saturday matinee.
Mean-spirited Margaret Snow
played by Scotch Plains resident
Georgia Gleason and Enoch Snow,
Jr., played by Scotch Plains resident
Peter Surace prove they are cut from
the same cloth of their holier-thanthou father.
Although the dance numbers are
the highlight of the show, the solo
voices and choral numbers are outstanding as well. “What’s the Use of
Wond’rin’?” utilizes the female

voices’ exquisite harmony while accompanying Ms. Palmeri’s velvet
voice.
Michael Campbell as Jigger Craigin
proves he is a triple threat in “Blow
High, Blow Low” which lets the men
in the ensemble shine.
As the straight-laced Enoch Snow,
Kevin Melendez draws laughter.
Reportedly, Richard Rogers considered this score to be “the most
satisfying I’ve ever written.”
And this classic is satisfying to the
audience as well.
That says it all.

WESTFIELD – Between July 19
and 21, the students of Showcase
Theater at the Westfield Summer
Workshop gave a brilliant rendition
of the musical Thoroughly Modern
Millie.
The Friday matinee and three
evening performances took place at
Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield. Millie was co-directed by
Juan and Fausto Pineda; the latter
also served as choreographer and
musical director. The show was coproduced by Valerie and Patricia
Pineda, and Irene Viesky served as
assistant choreographer.
Millie is centered on the character
of Millie Dillmount, an ambitious
mid-western young woman who is
determined to pursue her dreams in
New York City.
The opening number, “Not for the
Life of Me,” is about leaving home
and starting over. The next song,
“Thoroughly Modern Millie,” is a
celebration of all that is modern and
sophisticated. Once Millie settles into
her new situation, however, she realizes city life is not as glamorous as
she predicted.
Although she had planned to marry
her wealthy boss, Trevor Graydon, he
is far more interested in her newfound
friend Dorothy Brown. The only man
in Millie’s life is Jimmy Smith, whose
advances lead to a series of disastrous
consequences.
Meanwhile, strange disappearances
at the hotel where Millie lives add an
element of mystery to the play. These
disappearances can be attributed to
Mrs. Meers, a sassy concierge with a
fake Chinese accent, and her two
henchmen.
In the solo number “They Don’t
Know,” Mrs. Meers describes that no
one suspects her of foul play because

THEATER
PROFESSIONAL
SHARES
EXPERTISE…Dan
Maceyak, a member of the Broadway
cast of The Lion In Winter, shared his
theater techniques at the Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) Showcase
Theatre this July to work with the teenagers who appeared in four performances of Thoroughly Modern Millie.
He also helped with the “10-Minute
Musical” Guys and Dolls.

THE DOCTOR IS IN...Laura Villaraut and Brian Niemiec rehearse Seussical the
musical, which will be presented at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church next
week.

Just Off Broadway to Present
Seussical at Westfield Church
WESTFIELD – The musical,
Seussical will be presented by Just
Off Broadway Productions between
August 9 and 11 in Westfield. The
community theater group, sponsored
by St. Nicholas Orthodox Church of
Elizabeth, has been rehearsing every
weekday evening since the end of
June in its effort to bring the characters of Dr. Seuss to life through dances
and songs written by the Broadway
team of Ahrens and Flaherty.
“The rehearsal process is very compressed and intense, but no one seems
to mind,” said Marguerite Modero,
director of the production. “Each
member of the cast is always ready to
give it their best. They are putting
their hearts into this project. You can
see it in their faces when they perform. Everyone is very committed to
making this show sparkle,” she added.
The musical will be performed at
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church,
located on 250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield at 7:30 each evening.
It is the story of Horton, the elephant, in his quest to find and help
the Whos, people so tiny they cannot
be seen by the naked eye and heard
only to Horton.
In the process of his search, he also
accepts the responsibility of caring
for a yet to be hatched egg, abandoned by his bird friend, Mayzie. His
dilemma deepens as it becomes increasingly more difficult to help either of them, eventually landing him
in court and on trial for “talking to a
dust speck”.
The cast ranges in age from the
youngest “Who” at 7 years old to the
most seasoned performer at the age
of 70, with middle school, high school

and college students in between. “Everyone gets along so well; the interaction is really great”, said Ms.
Modero. “It’s like one very big extended family.”
The musical director for the production, David Modero, a graduate of
Mason Gross School of the Arts at
Rutgers University, is a music teacher
in the Sayreville Public Schools.
Choreographer Jensyn Oertel, a
Boston Conservatory musical theater
major will also be on stage in the role
of Mayzie.
Principal cast members include
Brian Niemic as the Cat in the Hat,
Daniel Greenberg as Horton the Elephant, Katie Coffey as Gertrude,
Laura Villaraut as JoJo, Catherine
Allison as the Sour Kangaroo, Jensyn
Oertel as Amazing Mayzie, Bob
Bodnar as the Mayor of Whoville and
Dana Mandy as his wife, Father John
Spino as the Grinch and Kerri Stubbs,
local voice teacher and professional
vocalist, as Yertle the judge.
In terms of the company’s commitment to community outreach, the
group selected the Arc of Union
County as its outreach recipient.
“For the past 50 years the Arc has
assisted both children and adults with
developmental challenges, offering
vocational, educational, recreational
and family support resources…Even
if we are only helping in a very small
way it is important to our group and
St Nicholas Church to make the effort,” said Ms. Modero.
Ticket prices are $9 for children
and students and $12 for adults. For
additional information or to reserve
tickets, call (908) 358-2073 or St
Nicholas Rectory at (908) 354-1384.

of her innocent demeanor.
Sarah Szollar played the titular
character, while Brian Hart and
Zachary Infante shared the role of
Jimmy Smith. Billy Geltzeiler and
Tony Mowatt shared the role of Trevor
Graydon, Holly Curran played Dorothy Brown and Andrea Redmount
and Ilyssa DePonte shared the role of

Mrs. Meers. Stephanie Louis and
Ilyssa DePonte shared the role of
Muzzy Van Hossmere, a popular star
and socialite who sings the solo “Only
in New York.”
The cast members brought energy
and expressiveness to their respective roles, coming together to create a
remarkable performance.

MODERN ART...Members of the cast – with Sarah Szollar, center, in the role of
Millie – perform the opening number from the Westfield Summer Workshop
production of Thoroughly Modern Millie.
™

POPCORN

Hairspray
Not all that Divine
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

No matter what you think of director Adam Shankman’s Hairspray, reflecting on John Travolta and Christopher Walken doing the soft shoe in
this movie rendition of a musical
based on the 1988 film can’t help but
bring a laugh. It is an inspired bit,
able to stand on its own, kitschy merits.
Unfortunately, the rest of the third
coming of filmmaker John Waters’s
groundbreaking tale of the tubby little
teen from Baltimore who wows the
TV dance scene while striking a heroic blow for civil rights is just a
swanky rehash. The point is missed.
Indeed, the latest permutation is
beautifully filmed and choreographed. The casting is sublime, especially the choice of newcomer Nikki
Blonsky as Tracy Turnblad, aforementioned firebrand personified. But
alas, all the bells and whistles in Hollywood can’t supplant the sheer, outof-the-box chutzpah that Mr. Waters’s
independent work embodied.
The facelift reminds of a complaint
Zidler, owner of the Moulin Rouge,
shares with Henri Toulouse-Lautrec
in the 1952 film named after the famous cabaret: “Oh, I know I’m making millions, but I liked the Moulin
Rouge as she was, lighthearted and
hot-blooded, a little strumpet who
only thought of tonight. Now she is
grown up and knows better.”
He continues: “She has money in
her stockings, wears corsets and never
drinks a drop too much. Worst of all,
she never sees her old friends anymore. She has gone into society.”
Touché, Monsieur Zidler. The same
can be said for practically all attempts
to gild and pretentiously re-package
raw creativity. Which, inevitably, robs
it of its soul.
Hence, no matter how glitzy and
expert Shankman’s choreography,
songs and variation on the libretto,
aficionados of the original won’t be
able to deny the distinct undercurrent
of betrayal. You had a personal, cult
relationship with its radicalism. Now
everybody knows about it. What fun
is that?
Then again, nostalgic courtesies
now respectfully noted, most who
flock to see this Hairspray couldn’t
care less about its revolutionary roots.
And, sacrilege notwithstanding, credit
must be given where it is due.
In this respect, it is a silk purse
comprised of stellar performances and
superb production standards. And
granted, while its ultimately humanitarian message may not seem as provocative at this point in time, there’s
always use for reformist rhetoric,
whether delivered avant-garde or so
obviously mainstream.
Thus, in 1962, just before the 1960s
begin in earnest, in that Stone Age
just prior to the Beatles and J.F.K.’s

assassination, we are introduced to
Tracy Turnblad and her dream. Edna
Turnblad, played by John Travolta, is
initially unsupportive of her
daughter’s rocking ambitions. One
day she’d like the kid to take over the
family’s home laundry and ironing
business.
Dad, on the other hand, the proprietor of a magic/joke shop, portrayed
in that inimitably oddball manner that
is Christopher Walken, tells the girl to
follow her star. Perennially wide-eyed
gal pal Penny Pingleton (Amanda
Bynes) also supports her.
But never-say-die Tracy, who every day without fail runs home from
school with Penny to watch the Corny
Collins dance program, would be
undeterred anyway. They do all the
steps, emulate their peer idols like a
million other kids, and fantasize.
Preeminent in Tracy’s reverie, not
only does she become one of the
regulars, but also wins the heart of
lead dancer Link Larkin (Zac Efron).
Hey, if you’re going to dream…
Meanwhile, she hones her estimable skills. This includes learning
all the cutting-edge moves from her
African-American buddy, Seaweed
(Elijah Kelley), and his friends who,
symptomatic of the times, appear once
a month on the show’s ignominiously
named Negro Day.
Lo and behold, opportunity strikes
when one of the mainstays leaves the
show. A contest is announced, and
Tracy goes for it.
Naturally, those conservative powers that be aren’t about to idly sit by
while this dangerously different
hipster seeks entry into their sanctum
sanctorum…especially considering
her views on racial equality. Naïve in
her earnestness, whilst discussing the
show Tracy opines, “I wish every day
was Negro Day.”
Feeling quite the opposite are Corny
Collins Show bigwig Velma Von
Tussle, played with vampish villainy
by Michelle Pfeiffer, and her headlining, bigot-in-training daughter, Amber (Brittany Snow). So the rebellion
begins, attended by song and dance.
As such, it is rather flawless. Director Shankman, who cut his teeth in
choreography, sees to it that Mark
O’Donnell’s Tony Award-winning
musical makes the transition to the
silver screen all shrink-wrapped and
shiny with nary a hitch. And it just
may win over a new generation.
But for purists who prefer the split
ends, frizziness and untamed, out-ofcontrol look that distinguished Mr.
Waters’s initial styling, this fancily
coiffured Hairspray just doesn’t make
the cut.
****
Hairspray, rated PG, is a New Line
Cinema release directed by Adam
Shankman and stars Nikki Blonsky,
John Travolta and Michelle Pfeiffer.
Running time: 117 minutes.

CAFÉ SOCIETY…Eileen O’Brien of Summit, left, Elizabeth Wiech of Fanwood,
center, and Eileen Murray of Morris Plains, right, were among art enthusiasts
attending the opening reception for “Celebrating Difference: Paintings by Disabled Artists,” an exhibit showcasing the paintings of artists in the Matheny
Medical and Educational Center’s Arts Access Program.

