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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Council to Hold UC
Peace, Friendship Fair
CRANFORD – On Sunday, Au-

gust 5 at noon, the Union County
Peace Council and the Hiroshima/
Nagasaki Remembrance Committee
will host the Fourth Annual Peace
and World Friendship Fair at Eastman
Plaza (Town Clock Park) in down-
town Cranford at the intersection of
North Avenue and North Union Av-
enue.

The theme for this year’s Peace
Fair is “Creating an Environment of
Peace.”

The fair will feature art, poetry,
speakers and musical performances.
A Peace Bazaar will be held with
peace, ecological and social justice
organizations with information. Ven-
dors will offer crafts, jewelry and
peace-minded items for sale. Every-
one is welcome to bring items.

Information will also be offered
about organic gardening, feng shui,
and alternative green energy.

Interactive children’s activities will
include origami peace-crane folding,
face-painting and peace art.

The event will conclude at roughly
5 p.m. with an “Earth Community”
drum circle. Please bring drums and
percussion instruments to join in
spreading the spirit of peace.

Community participation is wel-
comed.

The Union County Peace and World
Friendship Fair was founded to re-
member the Japanese victims of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It is held
annually to promote a culture of peace
and non-violence and to work to-
wards global disarmarment.

For more information to volunteer
or participate, call Diane at (908)
233-7344 or Monica at (908) 265-
3469. Visit ucpeace.org or email
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.org.

Other sponsors include NJ Peace
Action, People’s Organization for
Progress (POP), the North Jersey
Department of Peace campaign and
Word Out!

Bd. of Adjustment Approves
Holy Trinity Addition

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment called a special
meeting last Thursday, approving the
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity’s
plan to demolish an existing building
at 512 Westfield Avenue and con-
struct a three-story addition to the
church building to be used as a parish
center.

The church has a rectory and a
school in neighboring lots, and the
board granted it various conditional
and bulk ordinances.

More than a dozen residents at-
tended the meeting, and the Trinity
Gardens Condominium Association
(TGCA) hired attorney David Pierce
to represent them at the proceedings.
Attorney Arthur Appenasio repre-
sented the church.

Deacon Thomas Pluta spoke on
behalf of Holy Trinity. He said the
church faces a space challenge.

Even with the addition, “All the
major large group activities will still
remain in the school,” he said, be-
cause of the large hall and commer-
cial kitchen it features.

Major benefits of the parish center
for Holy Trinity would incorporate
the reclaiming of space for the school,
including rooms currently being used
as administrative offices, as well as
the original daycare room, he said.

The new parish center would pro-
vide a space for children during mass;
currently, they exit the church and go
into the basement. Parishioners could
also gather there after mass. “They
could stay as long as they like without
interfering, either traffic-wise or
noise-wise,” Deacon Pluta said.

The new center would be com-
pletely handicapped accessible, with
an elevator to allow access to the loft
for choir members who currently can-
not reach it.

Responding to parking concerns,
Deacon Pluta said, “Parking is really
not a problem. On the weekends we
have a police officer who (directs
traffic),” he said.

Mr. Pierce questioned the witnesses
the church presented. His questions
for the deacon touched upon a pos-
sible increase in members, which he
denied as a possibility.

Another resident, Adam Marshall
of 515 Trinity Gardens, asked whether
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings held
at the school would transfer over to
the center, where they might talk or
smoke outside the building directly
next to the condominiums.

Deacon Pluta said the church would
“certainly do (its) best in terms of
scheduling” but that no one would
exit through the back of the church, as
those are only emergency-exit doors.

Katherine Muller of Page Engi-
neering Consultants described the lots
in more detail, saying that with the
addition of impervious surface, the
total volume of the site increased by
three inches. Thus, the drywells are
equipped to handle that much excess
water.

The driveway is graded so that all
water drains toward Westfield Av-
enue, as do the drywells, on the ad-
vice of town engineer Kenneth Marsh.

Mr. Pierce asked about the soil
composition, but the board attorney
stopped him because he did not have
an expert witness.

Board member Judith Thornton
asked Ms. Muller whether any runoff
would go toward Trinity Gardens,
even in the event of a failure in the
system. “If the system somehow

failed…the runoff would still go into
Westfield Avenue,” Ms. Muller said.

The architect, Doug Cackovic, dis-
cussed the plan for the addition, ex-
plaining how the church had at-
tempted to match the style of the
original building.

The center would be fully equipped
with a sprinkler system, and the new
air-conditioning units would be qui-
eter, he said. All lighting would be
attached to the building, and hedges
would be placed along the property
line.

Paul Grygiel, a professional plan-
ner, laid out reasons for why the church
should be granted the variances, cit-
ing its long-standing history as well
as its potential for helping the com-
munity.

“There is no way to improve the
size of the lot,” Mr. Grygiel said,
explaining also that the parking situ-
ation could not be alleviated. Even if
the property were turned solely into a
parking lot, it would not meet the
minimum number of spaces required,
he said.

At the end of the witness state-
ments, the board opened the floor for
public commentary, and about half of
the residents in attendance spoke,
most concerning parking.

Joe Guascotti of 509 Colonial Av-
enue in Westfield, whose mother lives
in the condominiums, said he thinks
“it’s foolhardy” to assume that a big-
ger building will not attract more use.

Other residents from Trinity Gar-
dens, First Street and Westfield Av-
enue spoke about parking concerns.

Elizabeth Wolf of 310 First Street
said parking is already an issue at the
church, and if people stay to social-
ize, it would only get worse.

“I don’t think they’re addressing
this,” she said.

Mr. Pierce also made a concluding
statement, stressing that additional
space will attract additional use – and
people.

“What the board should consider is
the fact that, as one resident indi-
cated, ‘if you build it, they will come,’”
he said. “The building as proposed
does not provide an adequate setback
for all those activities and all that
noise.”

The board then closed the meeting
to public commentary and discussed
amongst itself the pros and cons of
the addition, in the end approving the
center with conditions.

Holy Trinity agreed to move all
mechanical pieces on the roof back.
Also, it agreed to lighting changes,
including lowering some fixtures.

“Operationally, they agreed to dis-
courage use of the rear exits,” Ms.
Thornton told The Westfield Leader
on Monday. In addition, she said Holy
Trinity agreed to put up a parapet.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Katz Allowed to Join
Legal Fight on E-Mails

A state judge has allowed Carla
Katz, head of the Communications
Worker of America Local 34 and ex-
girlfriend of Governor Jon Corzine,
to join the Governor in a legal battle
to prevent the release of their e-mails
to each other to State Republican
Chairman Tom Wilson, according to
nj.com.

Mr. Wilson has sought release of
the records, saying the personal rela-
tionship between the two might have
affected recent negotiations between
state worker unions and the adminis-
tration.

Ms. Katz has claimed the e-mails
contain details of her personal rela-
tionship with Mr. Corzine, as well as
the collective bargaining process.

Corzine Signs Law
For Stem Cell Research

Governor Jon Corzine signed the
New Jersey Stem Cell Research Act
on Thursday. The $450 million bond
referendum will provide financing
for stem cell research grants to eli-
gible institutions over 10 years, ac-
cording to a press release from the
Governor’s office. The bill was signed
at the Kessler Institute for Rehabilita-
tion in West Orange.

Bergen County Senator
Subject of Investigation

The office of the U.S. Attorney has
notified state Senator Joseph Coniglio
of Paramus that he is the subject of a
criminal investigation for $1.6 mil-
lion in grants that were awarded to
the Hackensack University Medical
Center, according to The Star Ledger.
Mr. Coniglio, a retired union plumber,
was a $5,000-per-month plumbing
consultant for the hospital at the time
the grants were issued. The senator is
the subject of an ongoing grand-jury
probe, according to the story.

Rob Ortiz New Chair
For Bergen GOP

The Record has reported that Bergen
County Republicans last week elected
Ridgewood lawyer Rob Ortiz as the
chairman of the Bergen County GOP.

Mr. Ortiz defeated Ben Focarino of
Garfield and Bill Thomson of Wash-
ington Township. The Bergen GOP
last year lost its last remaining seat on
the county freeholder board when
they were outspent 11-1 by Demo-
crats. The paper also said the party
was locked out of its headquarters for
failure to pay rent.

Mr. Ortiz succeeds Guy Talarico,
who resigned in June.

Merkt Blast Borrowing
For Stem Cell, Open Space

State Assemblyman Richard Merkt,
a Republican from Morris County,
said last week in a press release that
Governor Jon Corzine’s proposal to
borrow $650 million for stem cell
research and open-space preserva-
tion while selling transportation as-
sets would be “the biggest debt de-
bacle in state history.”

State Board of Education
Names Top Officers

The State Board of Education
unanimously appointed Pittman
(Gloucester County) resident Ronald
Butcher as president and Arcelio
Aponte of Piscataway as vice presi-
dent at its meeting on July 18. Both
will serve one-year terms that expire
in June 2008.

Mr. Butcher, executive director of
continuing education at Rowan Uni-
versity, listed implementation of the
state’s new accountability law (NJ
QSAC) among his top priorities. He
has served on the state BOE since
1990. Mr. Aponte was appointed to
the board in 2005. He is director of
operations and management for eco-
nomic development for Newark.

Kenilworth Annual
Carnival Set Aug. 20-25

KENILWORTH – The public is
invited to the Kenilworth Volunteer
Fire Department and Rescue Squad
Carnival, to be held Monday, Au-
gust 20, through Saturday, August
25. The event times are Monday
through Friday from 6:30 to 10:30
p.m. and Saturday from 5:30
to10:30 p.m.

The carnival this year will fea-
ture new rides, food vendors and
exciting games. Unlimited ride
wristbands will be on sale for $20.

The brand new dunk tank will
feature fire chiefs and officials from
around the county. There will be a
live band on Thursday night. The
Beer Garden and Money Wheel
return this year along with the Su-
per 50/50, which provided the win-
ner with $5,000 last year.

The Kenilworth Volunteer Fire
Department appreciates the
public’s support and looks forward
to the fun. For more information,
call Alexandra Califf, secretary of
the Kenilworth Volunteer Fire De-
partment and Rescue Squad, at
(908) 577-8633 or e-mail
allie_27@mac.com.

find out what everyone’s talking about.
goleader.com/thebuzz

Allison Gibbons for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARISH HILTON...At a special meeting last Thursday, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment approved with conditions the Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity’s
plan to demolish the existing building at 512 Westfield Avenue, pictured above,
and construct a three-story addition to the church building to be used as a parish
center.

Now through August 12

Biggest Sale of the Year!
40% off 

Parker’s entire 14 acres*

Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm
www.parkergardens.com
Telephone    908.564.0123Garden Center    Greenhouses    Landscape Services

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Parker GardensParker Gardens14 acres
*Some restrictions may apply. Stone & mulches excluded.  While supplies last. Discount taken off regular retail price. See store for details.  

75% off all annuals
up to 75% off select planters, fountains, and garden furniture

50% off all pond plants & roses
25% off* all perennials
take an additional 20% off all flea market items

plants, trees, shrubs, containers, tools, fertilizers, grass seed, chemicals, 
arbors, silks, gifts, water gardening supplies & much, much more

Flag Football Raises Money
In Megan Beck’s Memory

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The teams stared
at each other from the 50-yard line as
the coin toss determined who would
make the first move. The players met
as opponents, but together they were
fighting for the same goal.

Monday evening at Kehler Stadium,
the Westfield Playground Program
sponsored “Flag Football for a Friend”
to raise money for a new playground
at Tamaques Park Lower in memory
of late employee Megan Beck.

The event, which featured a close
match-up between counselors from all
seven playground sites, raised $1,000.

Dee MacKay, assistant recreation
director who oversees the playground
program, began the night by present-
ing a  short history of Megan’s work
at the camp and explaining the pur-
pose for the fundraiser.

Megan, a 20-year-old lifelong resi-
dent of Westfield, was “an active, inte-
gral and loving part” of the Playground
Program staff for four years, Ms.
MacKay said. At the end of the 2004
program, Megan became very ill and
passed away on January 19, 2005.

Staff members and participants
wanted to do something in Megan’s
memory. With playground upgrades
scheduled throughout the town, they
decided to dedicate one of the sites,
Tamaques Park Lower, to Megan.

“I worked with Megan for four
years,” Ms. MacKay told The Westfield
Leader and The Times. “She was a
wonderful asset…such an upbeat per-
son. She loved the playground, and
she loved the children. She’s greatly
missed by staff and campers alike.”

Playground Program Counselor
Karolyn Cook, who worked with

Megan for part of the 2004 summer
session, said Megan was one of the
campers’ favorites.

“All the kids loved her, so it was so
easy to work with her. She helped me
ease into [the job]. She made the
atmosphere really fun for the kids
and for the counselors.”

Ms. MacKay said the Playground
Program had raised $7,000 prior to
“Flag Football for a Friend” through a
coin war, local donations and Franklin
Elementary School’s fair. Although the
program expects more donations from
families who could not attend the game,
Ms. MacKay said it needs about $7,000
more to cover the total cost of equip-
ment, installation and a safety surface.

She hopes to order the equipment
by the end of the summer and have it
installed in the fall.

To start the game, Karen and Geoff
Beck and their daughter, Erin, par-
ticipated in the opening coin toss.

Later, Mr. Beck said to The Leader/
Times, “[Megan] was wonderful, a
good athlete, and she loved kids. I
appreciate [the event] a great deal.”

Current counselors and veteran staff
combined forces to create two teams;
the red team represented the south
side of town, while those donned in
blue represented the north side.

“It’s great to see all the kids coming
out here cheering for their counse-
lors, and it was great that all the
counselors would put their time in for
this event,” said Karolyn.

The south-side team won 52 to 48.
“The game itself is fun, just to get

out there and run around and sweat
with some guys and girls is good,”
said assistant playground coordina-
tor Jake Switzer. “Obviously, the
cause is fantastic…that we can get
some money involved and try to get
this playground built, any way we can
is good. If we could play a basketball
game next week, I’d say sign me up.”

Karen Mohr, who has sent her chil-
dren to the Playground Program for
the past two years, spoke highly of
the program and the fundraising event.

“It’s a fabulous program. The coun-
selors are terrific; they’re responsible,
they’re respectful and the kids have a
great time with them.”

Although her children never had the
opportunity to meet Megan, Ms. Mohr
said she came to the event because
“anyone who was a counselor and was
as dedicated as she was deserves some-
thing in her memory…We’re glad that
this was organized and that there will
be a playground named in her behalf.

“The kids really do miss her,”
Karolyn said of Megan. “If anyone
asks who Megan is, the kids will jump
in and say, ‘Megan was the best.’”

Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
IN HER NAME...Playground Program staff don tee shirts supporting the “Flag
Football for a Friend Fundraiser,” a friendly competition among counselors to raise
funds for new playground equipment as a tribute to late employee Megan Beck.


