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Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK FROM OVERSEAS… Returning Berkeley Heights veteran Sergeant Jon
Hawkins is congratulated by Union county Freeholder Dan Sullivan as Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (left) and State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. look on. Sergeant Jesse
Nelson, another returned veteran, is seen behind Mr. Hawkins.

NJN Seeks WWII Veteran
Stories for Documentary

TRENTON — New Jersey Public
Television and Radio (NJN) is solic-
iting stories about New Jersey citi-
zens’ experiences during World War
II. The network is documenting these
stories in conjunction with a Ken
Burns documentary it plans to air this
fall entitled “The War.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick and Assembly-
man Eric Munoz, all representing the
21st Legislative District, encourage
local veterans to share their experi-
ences.

“During this time in our nation’s
history, it is important for us to honor
those who have served our country,”

said Mr. Kean. “Hearing personal sto-
ries from these courageous individu-
als allows us to understand how World
War II affected our country on a
smaller scale, such as in our homes
and around our neighborhoods.”

“The War” is a 15-hour epic ex-
ploring the history of World War II
from an American perspective, and
will air on seven consecutive Thurs-
day nights beginning Thursday, Oc-
tober 4, from 8 to 10 p.m. Mr. Kean,
Mr. Munoz, and Mr. Bramnick are
current sponsors of legislation that
would appropriate funds to the De-
partment of Military and Veterans’
Affairs for the Veterans’ Oral History
Program, which records veterans’ ac-
counts of war experiences.

“There is a tremendous opportu-
nity here to document and share
memories from the War with the com-
munity, which will create a living
legacy for our soldiers,” Mr. Munoz
said. “Their memories will live on for
years to come.”

All individuals interested in shar-
ing their stories are encouraged to
share their stories at the NJN website
njn.net/television/specials/war/
sharestories.html.

“I hope that our local veterans and
their families will share their unique
war experiences from the battlefield
and at home,” Mr. Bramnick con-
cluded. “Firsthand accounts of our
soldier’s journeys illuminate this sig-
nificant period of our nation’s his-
tory.”

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Red Cross Announces
Clothing Drive Contest

AREA – The Tri-County Chapter
of the American Red Cross is hosting
a clothing drive competition. Schools,
house of worships and organizations
are eligible to win a $500 first prize.

Participants are asked to accept a
bin and generate clothing donations in
it. The owners of the bin that accumu-
lates the most poundage of clothing
from now until June 15, 2008 will be
awarded first prize. The second prize
will be $250 and the third prize will be
$100. For information, call Alan
Karmin at (908) 756-6414, exten. 20,
or karmina@usa.redcross.org.

Kean Speaks at Rally
For Israeli Soldiers

our voices shall not be silenced,” Mr.
Kean said. “That is why I am proud to
stand with all of you to add my own
voice to the international cry for jus-
tice.”

Senator Kean sponsored state reso-
lution (SR94), passed by the legisla-
ture, that calls on the UN to intervene
to free the three Israelis. Assembly-
man Eric Munoz and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21) were the prime
sponsors of the assembly version.

WESTFIELD – State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21) of Westfield was a
featured speaker at a recent rally for
three kidnapped Israeli soldiers,
which was held outside the United
Nations’ headquarters in New York
City. Senator Kean joined hundreds
of other New Jerseyans in calling for
the soldiers’ immediate release.

“We know that the kidnapping of
these Israeli soldiers has outraged the
state of Israel and the worldwide Jew-
ish community, but it has also struck
a chord with all people who value
basic human rights and respect inter-
national law,” said Mr. Kean. “Al-
though we do not know these soldiers
personally, we recognize that these
captures have brought immeasurable
grief to their families, who know them
not as military personnel, but as sons,
fathers, brothers and husbands.”

Two of the soldiers were kidnapped
by Hezbollah fighters last July, while
the third was abducted by Palestinian
gunmen last June. The UN and other
international organizations have been
criticized for not doing enough to aid
the soldiers.

“It has been more than a year since
these three men were heard from, but

Cranford Seeks More Help
From County on Flooding

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Cranford officials
last Thursday asked the Union County
freeholders for additional financial
support and flood management help
in completing the five-phase North-
east Quadrant Flood Control Project.

The township bonded $9.25 million
of the five-phase project in 2002 and
received $800,000 for the project from
the county, but no federal or state
funding, according to a resolution the
township committee passed recently.
The township had expected to receive
matching funds from the state and the
county. The project is now estimated
to cost up to $26 million.

The state had initially appropriated
$3.25 million but later rescinded that
funding, according to Cranford
Deputy Mayor Robert Puhak.

“The money was rescinded not be-
cause the money wasn’t needed but
because the state pulled back,” Mr.
Puhak said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said that
while he vowed the county would
work with Cranford, he questioned
why the federal and state govern-
ments have not funded the project.

“We understand the enormity and
the severity of the problem,” Mr.
Sullivan told Cranford residents and
officials in attendance at the meeting.
“We do want to be a partner (on flood
control efforts).”

Mr. Puhak said he was also con-
cerned about what was described in
prepared notes by officials as “seri-
ous dike erosion.” Repair of the dikes
is included in the third and fourth
phases of the project.

“We are extremely lucky we have
not had a breach,” Mr. Puhak said. He
said such a failure of the dikes would
result in “devastation” in Cranford.

The state has granted $708,000 to
Cranford, which the township will
use to pay for a pump station as part

of the second phase of the flood
project. The federal government is
providing funding of $100,000, which
will be used towards the purchase of
an emergency generator, officials said.

In addition, State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) have sponsored
legislation to appropriate $5 million
for flood projects in the township.

Mr. Kean also has proposed a “blue
acres” bill that would enable Cranford
residents who wish to sell homes lo-
cated in a flood plain to the govern-
ment. The homes would then be de-
stroyed, with land undeveloped or used
for recreational use in the future.

After listening to the Cranford pre-
sentation, Freeholder Chester Holmes
said, “I’m very much a partner of the
flood situation.” He said the residents
“did a lot” in moving the project
forward by coming to the freeholder
meeting.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
she has friends in the township and, “I
know how devastating [flooding] can
be.”

“Whatever the county can do will
certainly have my full support,” she
said.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he believes the county “should
jump right in and [help] solve the
problem.”

In other business, Scotch Plains resi-
dent Mary Mahoney asked the board
what progress they were making on a
request by the Citizens Campaign, an
arm of the Metuchen-based Center for
Civic Responsibility, to open up the
process for appointed positions on
county boards and commissions. The
organization had made the request at
the April 19 freeholders meeting.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, serving
as acting chairman, said, “To my
knowledge we have not received any
recommendation at this time” from
the board’s policy committee.

SHEDDING THEIR FEARS…The first Wednesday matinee program at the
renovated Trailside Nature and Science Center featured “The Great Reptiles”
with Bill Boesenberg of Snakes-n-Scales and Turtle Tales. Ten volunteers assisted
with the presentation of an albino Burmese python. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mark Kearney, Andrew DelDuca, Christina Riccio, Alex Whitmore, Brandon
Beisser, Emily Wieszczek of Scotch Plains, Priyanka Dangi, Sarah Drummond of
Westfield, Noah Brogden, Mary Catherine Riccio and Mr. Boesenberg.

Mayors Respond to Letter
On Corzine’s Assets Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Area mayors this week
responded to a letter from State Trea-
surer Bradley Abelow that asked them
to “carefully consider how far [they]
want to go” in opposing Governor
Jon Corzine’s asset-monetization
plan, which includes the privatization
of private roads such as the New
Jersey Turnpike and the Garden State
Parkway.

In his letter, dated July 18, Mr.
Abelow said that under the Governor’s
plan, the state’s toll roads would not
be sold or leased for profit or to a
foreign operator. Additionally, main-
tenance of the roadways would be
provided at “current or improved lev-
els.”

Mr. Abelow sent his letter in re-
sponse to a communication mayors
sent to Assembly Minority Leader
Alex DeCroce (a Republican from
Morris County) on July 6. Mr.
DeCroce said in his letter that Demo-
crats in the legislature “are making
preparations to sell state assets, such
as the revenue generated by our state
toll roads, to private investors.” He
said such a transaction would result
in “a toll increase each year for de-
cades to come.”

“There is ample evidence to show
that this asset sale will make New
Jersey more unaffordable for resi-
dents and business owners, jeopar-
dize the fiscal integrity of the state,
and make our roads less safe,” Mr.
DeCroce wrote.

Mr. DeCroce urged mayors to pass
resolutions in their towns opposing
the governor’s plan.

In response, Mr. Abelow told may-
ors that Mr. DeCroce’s letter con-
tained “misinformation.” He said
Governor Corzine has directed the
administration to look at the “feasi-
bility of monetizing state assets for
the purpose of reducing the state’s
$30 billion debt burden.”

He also asked elected officials to
“carefully consider how far you want
to go in putting yourself and your
community on record on this critical
issue before we have a concrete pro-
posal from the Governor to debate.”

When asked for comment on the
letter, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
a Republican who received both let-
ters, said, “I’m sort of keeping an open
mind on asset monetization.”

He said state spending “is the root
of the problem.”

“If they don’t solve the state spend-
ing problem, asset monetization is
not going to solve the problem,” he
said.

Frenchtown Mayor Ron Sworen, a
former Westfield resident and former
president of the New Jersey Confer-
ence of Mayors, said the administra-
tion has a right to “respond to a letter
that someone from the opposing party
has put out there.”

“The good part of the [Abelow]
letter is that he’s stating that road-
ways will not be sold, that the state
will retain ownership – those things
are important,” he said.

“There’s still nothing for us to base
a decision on – it’s just an idea for a
plan,” Mayor Sworen said. “We have
to look at the whole issue - what is the
Governor proposing? We don’t know
yet...obviously [Governor Corzine]
knows how to make money; I hope he
would come up with crative plans to
help us reduce [the state’s] debt.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said he received both letters, saying
he believes “there is some political
posturing going on here.” While say-
ing he was “justifiably skeptical” of
the Governor’s plan, he said he was
not going to take position on the plan
at this time.

“The devil is in the details,” Mr.
Marks said. He said he supports the
need for a public hearing and possi-
bly a public referendum on any final
monetization plan by Governor
Corzine.

“It needs to be vetted out in public
hearings,” he said.

Mayor Sworen said on Tuesday
that the Governor announced that he
would put an asset-monetization plan
up to state voters; “that is the best
news we’ve heard. Obviously [the
Governor] will have to explain [the
plan] to people if it’s going to a refer-
endum.”

He said the “letters back and forth”
have had a positive effect. “Getting
discussion going is the most impor-
tant thing,” he said. “It’s a good idea
to put it out to voters.”

The Leader/Times also placed calls
to Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti.

Man Held for Murder
Commits Suicide in Jail

ELIZABETH – Orlando Martinez,
a 30-year-old Elizabeth man being
held on a murder charge, committed
suicide by hanging in an inmate
shower at the Union County Jail on
Sunday afternoon, county officials
announced last week.

According to a county press re-
lease, Martinez was brought to the
jail from Elizabeth on June 25 and
was being held on $500,000 bail.

Sometime after returning from a
visit in the afternoon on Sunday, he
committed suicide in a shower stall
at the jail, according to Union
County Police. He was found at
3:30 p.m. in the stall, officials said,
and repeated efforts to revive him
by facility medical staff, correc-
tions officers and Elizabeth EMS
were unsuccessful.

Martinez was declared deceased
about a half hour later, according to
the press release.
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courtesy of Jim Lowney
COURTHOUSE RENOVATIONS…The County of Union recently began a
street landscape renovation project on the steps and the front plaza of the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth. The refurbishing project is due to be completed
in early August. During this time period, the Broad Street entrance will be closed.
Employees and visitors may use the Atrium entrance on Elizabethtown Plaza or
the Rahway Avenue entrance across from the Ruotolo Building.

Ferguson to Make
Funding Announcement

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-N.J.) will visit the Wilf
Jewish Community Campus on Mon-
day to make a federal funding announce-
ment regarding the Natural Occurring
Retirement Communities Program,
which provides housing services to Jew-
ish and non-Jewish seniors.

Ferguson’s news conference will
begin at noon Monday at Wilf Jewish
Community Campus on 1391 Martine
Ave. in Scotch Plains. Officials from
the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey and the Jewish Family Service
of Central New Jersey will join
Ferguson.

For more information, contact
Angie Lundberg at (202) 226-9695.


