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POLICE BLOTTER
cent of Fanwood.

Mr. Villee said $150 to $170 mil-
lion in capital improvements at the
Middlesex treatment facility will af-
fect PARSA users. “In the next 10
years, (PARSA users) will see a simi-
lar impact (as those who use RVSA).
It takes a while for debt service to
kick in. (PARSA users) might not see
the full impact until 2010.”

Sebastian D’Elia, Union County
spokesman, said the county’s 2007
budget is $414.3 million, of which
about $239 million (about 58 per-
cent) comes from property taxes, with
the remainder coming from state and
federal grants.

Mr. D’Elia noted that among county
services, programs like welfare, the
county’s police and judicial systems
and roads make up a substantial chunk
of the total budget.

With about 80 percent of area tax
bills not going to municipal govern-
ment, towns try to reinforce that the
majority of money goes towards other
entities, such as the boards of educa-
tion and county.

Westfield’s tax letter, signed by
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, says, “Sim-
ply put, the town council and I man-
age only 17 percent of the total taxes
listed on your statement.”
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Court Indicts Mad Hatter
Suspect on 1 Robbery Count

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

James Madison, a Maplewood man
arrested last Monday and the suspect
in the “Mad Hatter” robberies, was
indicted last Wednesday with the July
22 robbery of a Bank of America
branch in Union.

“The indictment charges him with
only one robbery. He is suspect in
other robberies, and the FBI’s inves-
tigation continues as to the other
charges,” said Michael Drewiak with
the U.S. Attorney’s office.

Madison will likely be arranged
within the next two weeks and will
face up to 20 years in federal prison,
Mr. Drewiak said.

The affidavit claims Madison
“knowingly and willfully, by force
and violence, and by intimidation”
took approximately $3,000 from the
Bank of America on July 22.

FBI Special Agent Brian Salamone,
who gave a statement for the affida-
vit, is quoted as saying that Madison
wore a yellow cap during the July 22

heist.
The affidavit also describes the con-

tents of the note passed to the teller:
“Give me 100s, 50s and 20s. Don’t
press silent alarm. No dye pack.” The
Bank of America employee then saw
Madison enter a black Nissan Altima,
which police later traced back to his
girlfriend.

In at least one of the robberies, the
Mad Hatter had to dump the money
from a robbery down a storm drain
after a dye pack had gone off.

On July 23, the affidavit says, law
enforcement officials interviewed the
teller, who positively identified a pho-
tograph of Madison as the man who
had robbed the bank a day earlier.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said he was relieved when
he heard of the apprehension. He said
the Westfield Police Department has
exercised “a lot of man power,” pro-
viding banks in the area with extra
security, which they can now cease.

“Until the next guy comes along,
anyway,” Chief Parizeau said.

Abandonment, Raccoon Infestation Plague
121 Cacciola Pl.; Residents Express Concern

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The only tenants
occupying 121 Cacciola Place are
raccoons. The infestation and dilapi-
dated state of this residence has
brought frustration to the street along
with an element of fear, say other
Cacciola Place residents.

In August 2005, Joseph Penyak Sr.
purchased the property with the intent
to demolish the residence and rebuild
on the lot. At the December 11, 2005
board of adjustment meeting, Mr.
Penyak sought approval from the com-
mittee to demolish the existing duplex
residence and construct a three-story
duplex with a two-car garage on the
first level and a three-bedroom apart-
ment on the second and third levels.

He also sought to have the house
pushed back from the street in order
to have a car parked in the driveway.
The board rejected the proposal due
to noncompliance with zoning re-
quirements for lot size.

Before Mr. Penyak purchased the
property, the house was in poor con-
dition, according to neighbor Arlene
Green. A raccoon infestation began
in the attic when the prior residents
were occupying the home.

When Mr. Penyak first bought the
house, dumpsters sat outside it, and
sisters Ms. Green and Patricia Lee,
owners of the neighboring house (119
Cacciola Place), said that Joseph
Penyak Jr. told them the house would
be knocked down. The sisters told
The Times that they were relieved,
saying it was “about time.”

After the rejection of Mr. Penyak’s
plan, the problems at 121 Cacciola
maturated even further, the sisters
said. The deterioration of the home
increased, and neighbors said that
raccoons popping out of windows
and running along the edge of the
roof became a common sight.

“We never actually met Joseph Sr.,
but we became friendly with Penyak
Jr. He told us to give him a call if there
were ever any problems, so we called
about the raccoons, and nothing was
solved,” Ms. Green said.

Neighbors said Mr. Penyak’s ne-
glect of the house has caused frustra-
tion. “Some days, I hear kids outside
screaming and hollering ‘Raccoon!
Raccoon!’” said Ms. Green, who
added that she had to cut down her
pear tree in the backyard because it
was becoming a popular location for
the raccoons in the evenings.

“This has been an ongoing thing for
two years. I used to go out and water
my lawn, and then I started seeing and
hearing the raccoons and would have
to run into my house because I’m
afraid,” said Ms. Lee. “I don’t know if
they have rabies or anything. And I
can’t have people over because I’m
embarrassed. I don’t want them to see
who our neighbors are.”

“Ms. Green came to me in the fall

of 2006, and I went and saw the
property myself,” Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said. “I saw the holes
on the roof and was aware of the
raccoons. I then began working with
George Dauber at Westfield Public
Works, along with the health depart-
ment. The owner was also contacted.”

Mr. Dauber, public works project
engineer, told The Times, “My in-
volvement has been writing violation
notices.” He added that he has issued
half a dozen to Mr. Penyak focusing
on the deterioration of the home.

“His [Mr. Penyak’s] intentions for
the property have been presented to
the town as planning to knock the
building down and his initial plan
was rejected…All I can do is keep
submitting violations as long as he
[the owner] keeps dragging his feet
with the plans,” Mr. Dauber said.

When the town orders Mr. Penyak
to come to the house and make im-
provements, he sends his workers from
his roofing company so he is not pay-
ing for additional labor, Ms. Lee said.

“He also does not tell the men
about the raccoons – they just think
it’s an abandoned house,” she said.

“For their own safety, I warn them,
and then they get scared.”

Second Ward Councilman Jo Ann
Neylan, whose ward includes Cacciola
Place, said, “Of course, I feel badly for
the neighbors. I understand people are
frustrated, but I feel good that the town
is doing everything they can to make
the owner take care of it.”

When asked about the health risk,
Ms. Neylan said, “I would never want
to see anyone’s health at risk – chil-
dren or adults – but the town is doing
everything they can. Anytime the town
was brought in by neighbors, the town
has responded and acted.”

Ms. Neylan said she was unsure of
the severity of the raccoon issue still
at hand, but said she knew that “some
have been caught.”

The Times brought the situation at
121 Cacciola to Westfielders Con-
cerned About Responsible Develop-
ment (WECARE) member Sharon
Stockwell’s attention.

After visiting the property, she said,
“I thought it was terrible and a shame.
People should not have to live next to
something like this. It’s an eyesore
and it’s unsafe. Nobody benefits from
deteriorating properties – not the con-
tractor or the people. It hurts the
contractor’s reputation and makes the
neighbors unhappy.”

Ms. Stockwell added, “This is a
symptom of an issue that has been
happening all around town.” The
mayor, council and planning board
are aware of these abandoned homes,
and Westfielders are starting to ask
questions, she said.

Mr. Penyak, owner of Penyak Roof-
ing Company, told The Leader he still
hopes to make the property into a
two-family dwelling.

“Everyone but the [neighbors] to
the left is in favor of the plan,” he said.
“The town has not given us any prob-
lems or the other neighbors. They
want to see this place get knocked
down…as long as the woman on the
left does not oppose.”

Mr. Penyak said he hopes to get his
new plan approved at the August 29
court date.

The view from the street is of an
abandoned home with freshly placed
plywood decorating the front and

various windows alongside the house.
However, there are still un-boarded
windows that directly face Ms. Green
and Ms. Lee’s home.

When walking around the side of
the house, there are three visible holes
near the chimney, as well as visible
signs of deterioration on the roof. The
yard is full of weeds; a rickety fence
barely separates the two properties.

Advertisements for Mr. Penyak’s
roofing company can be seen on Cen-
tral Avenue right before the one-way
entrance to Cacciola Place.

“The situation comes down to that
[Mr. Penyak] doesn’t want a one-
family dwelling. He wants a two-
family dwelling for more money. It’s
all about money…this guy’s agenda
is to make a profit,” said Ralph Prunty,
the owner of 128 Cacciola Place.

Mr. Prunty said he has seen more
than just signs for the company; he is
aware of roofing jobs Mr. Penyak has
completed as close as Central Av-
enue, “yet the roof of 121 Cacciola is
peeling off.”

“Nailing up windows and doors is
ineffective. Nailing new wood onto
rotting wood doesn’t do any good,”

he said.
“The man owns a roofing business.

Why can’t he board it up?” Ms. Green
said. “He’ll come by and slab some
plywood on in certain spots of the
house but not all of it. We can still see
and hear [the raccoons].”

Ms. Lee and Ms. Green first con-
tacted registered environmental health
specialist Tanya Moon in July 2005.
After receiving another complaint in
August of 2006, Ms. Moon visited
the property and immediately issued
a summons for “allowing a condition
which engenders the breeding of ver-
min.”

Ms. Moon said the outcome of a
subsequent court case ordered Mr.
Penyak to hire an exterminator and
begin trapping on a regular basis.

BOWCO, the company Mr. Penyak
hired, drops off a trap at night and
then comes back the following after-
noon to check and see if any raccoons
have been caught. If the trap is full,
BOWCO removes it, Ms. Moon said.

However, she said, “this is not hap-
pening on a steady basis, and tickets
have been issued.”

“Trapping needs to be conducted
on a regular basis and the remaining
openings [on the house] need to be
sealed,” she said.

When asked about the raccoon in-
festation, Mr. Penyak said, “The ex-
terminator has been there and has
informed me that the situation has
been taken care of.”

The Leader informed Mr. Penyak
that this was not the case, and he
replied, “Well, we must be getting
lied to then by the exterminator.”

BOWCO supervisor Matthew
Keter refused to release information
regarding the property to The Leader.

The August 29 court date will ad-
dress two complaints filed against Mr.
Penyak from both the health and build-
ing departments. The health
department’s complaint says the resi-
dence is allowing a condition to breed
raccoons. The building department’s
complaint states that the property is in
violation of property code 35-43, said
court administrator Linda Chieffo.

“I ask everybody downtown, ‘would
you want to live like this?’ And they say
‘no,’ so if that’s their answer, then why
am I living like this?” said Ms. Lee.

“It restricts us from our life out-
side,” said Ms. Lee’s daughter, Miriam,
another resident of 119 Cacciola Place.
“If a county official was living here, it
would be different.”

“I feel for these women,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. “I almost went through
a similar problem with a neighboring
house that had a bird issue. The con-
dition was not as horrible as the one
facing them, though. But this whole
process takes a while to go through
the legal system.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A LIGHTER MOMENT BEFORE GRADUATION…28 young Scotch
Plains Junior Academy recruits and drill instructor Detective Shawn Johnson
enjoy time out and a little chuckle before their graduation ceremony.

a rewarding experience, and it might
help them down the road if they make
a decision that they want to try law
enforcement as a career.”

Over the course of one week, each
day was filled with different activi-
ties beginning at 8 a.m. and ending at
3 p.m. According to instructors De-
tective Shawn Johnson and Detective
Jason Fiore, the youths learned unity
and teamwork, practiced marching,
drilling, formation and saluting, a
sign of respect.

“Our objective was to grab the at-
tention of some of our youth in town,
establish a rapport and touch on some
of the topics it takes to become a
police officer,” said Detective
Johnson. “We received a lot of inter-
est from parents and young people
alike who voluntarily want to come to
the Academy and learn about the train-
ing and the daily responsibilities of a
law enforcement officer.”

Graduate Alexandra Harmon, who
attends Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains, said, “I joined the Academy to
learn about discipline, about first re-
sponse, about bomb squads and how
a police officer goes about his or her
day. Another benefit was that I learned
what to do if involved in a situation
where someone is having a heart at-
tack. I learned CPR and now know
how to call first response.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School sophomore Rexford Blaine
added, “I was brought up with strict
discipline so I thought the physical,
practical and mental lessons would
help me later in becoming a future
police officer. Police officers are hard
workers in a dangerous job and it’s a

job you need to take seriously.”
“What we do, we do for safety and

security of the community…We let
them know up front that it’s not a job
without danger,” concluded Chief
Mahoney. “They know that there are
security problems and that there are
threats around…With a little bit of help,
we can bring everyone together and
make our community safe and secure.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Junior Police Academy

felt uncomfortable giving their approval
to the application. Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said she was “concerned
about some of the open-ended issues
we are leaving.” She said that while the
applicant has been “responsible,” she
still did not have the comfort level she
would need to vote for the application.

“I don’t think there is anything
wrong with waiting for a full answer
and a full story,” board member Kevin
St. Onge said.

The board decided to wait for more
information about the project before
taking a final vote. Discussion will
continue at the planning board’s next
meeting on Monday, August 27.
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courtesy of Miriam Lee
RACCOON EYES...This nighttime
photo, taken July 17, shows the glow-
ing eyes of raccoons still in residence at
the abandoned house in Westfield at
121 Cacciola Place.

courtesy of Patricia Lee
ROCKY RACCOON(S)...To the dismay of neighbors for almost two years now,
raccoons, photographed above last year, enjoy their home at the abandoned house
in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place. The developer, Joseph Penyak Sr., had
intended to demolish the house and rebuild.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and courtesy of Heidi Hylan-Motyczka
5K RUN...More than 2,000 runners participate in the sixth annual Westfield 5K
run last Wednesday. One of the largest privately sponsored runs in the state,
runners start and finish in the downtown after circling through nearby residential
areas. Volunteers and runners of all skill levels participate. See more at
goleader.com/photos.

Fanwood Fire Dept.
To Host Wetdown

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Fire
Department will host a wetdown
celebration for the public to induct
its new ladder truck into fire service
on Saturday, August 4, from 1 to 5
p.m. at LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

Streets that will be closed or des-
ignated as no-parking streets in-
clude LaGrande and Marian Av-
enues, Second, Third and Helen
Streets and Staagard Place. Event
parking will be permitted in the com-
muter lot behind the stores on
Martine Avenue and on all other
streets in the southwest quadrant.

FW Rescue Squad Garners
Homeland Security Grant

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rescue
Squad has received a $11,087 grant from
the U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. The money will be used to purchase
new CPR training mannequins and com-
puters for the squad’s headquarters and
ambulances.

The grant was awarded under the As-
sistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) pro-
gram, established after September 11 by
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to help fire departments
and EMS agencies purchase equipment
and train members.

Last year, the Fanwood Rescue Squad
received an AFP grant for just under
$12,000. That money is buying new per-
sonal protective gear for responding mem-
bers.

Of the $11,087 award, five percent, or
$554, must come from the local munici-
pal government.

“We are fortunate to live in a commu-
nity which supports us through their gen-
erous donations year after year,” said
John Oatis, squad president. “But for big
ticket items, these grants are extremely

important. They help us preserve our op-
erating budget which is donation-based
and which we use to pay all our bills and
operating expenses.”

Under the terms of the grant, the money
is to be used to buy 15 adult and 15 infant
CPR mannequins to reduce or eliminate
the need for students to share them (the
squad recertifies its own members in
CPR). The money is also to be used for a
new PC for the squad’s office and two
Panasonic Toughbook portable comput-
ers, one for each ambulance.

“We hope to begin slowly moving to-
wards a computer-based system of gath-
ering patient information,” said Jeffrey
Downing, squad captain. “There is an
effort underway to standardize EMS data
on a national level, and we’ll be on the
ground floor of that effort.”

The Fanwood Rescue Squad is a non-
profit, all volunteer organization founded
in 1948. The squad responds to an aver-
age of 520 calls for assistance a year.

Those interested in volunteering can
see visitfanwood.com/rescue or call (908)
322-9000.

Westfield
Monday, July 23, Pamela Davis, 46, of

Plainfield was arrested for shoplifting at a
business in the 300 block of South Av-
enue, East. Davis was allegedly fleeing the
store in a silver SUV when police stopped
her at South and Central Avenues. She was
arrested for allegedly stealing $147 worth
of merchandise from the store. She was
also arrested on a warrant out of South
Plainfield for $4,000. She was turned over
to the South Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, July 25, Robert Ramos
Jr., 27, of Astoria, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, July 26, Jairo Echezerria-
Contreas, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
during the investigation of a motor ve-
hicle accident and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI).

Friday, July 27, Matthew Lowe, 22, of
Philadelphia, Pa., and Francis Palumbo,
22, of Mountainside, were stopped for
motor vehicle violations and arrested for
possession of cocaine. They were pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, July 28, Aaron Caldwell, 22,
of Piscataway was arrested for obstruction
of justice, resisting arrest and disorderly
conduct after the vehicle in which he was
a passenger was stopped for a traffic viola-
tion. He was released after processing.

Sunday, July 29, Chrrysse Church, 23,
of Newark and Deshawn Smith, 20, (a.k.a.
Deshawn Robinson) of Roselle were ar-
rested on open warrants out of other juris-
diction. Smith (Robinson) was also charged
with hindering his own apprehension.

Sunday, July 29, Ajmal Nesbit, 23, of
Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested for hindering
apprehension and warrants out of Plainfield,
for $500, and Phillipsburg, for $806. Nesbit
was arrested after being in a motor vehicle
accident in Scotch Plains, fleeing into
Westfield, hitting a tree and then fleeing the
scene on foot. He fled from the 900 block of
Lawrence Avenue and was found near the
Mountainside border. He was released after
posting a total of $1,310 bail.

Monday, July 30, an employee of the
Westfield Board of Education reported
the screens to several windows at Franklin
School, located at 700 Prospect Street,
were damaged as a result of an apparent
act of criminal mischief. The damage
consisted of puncture holes and tears.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 26, police received a re-

port from a Newark resident about an aggra-
vated assault that occurred on Route 22
West. The resident had been involved in a
motor vehicle accident with a silver Dodge
Durango that failed to stop for an accident
report. After pursuing the car until it stopped
at a red light, the victim exited her vehicle
and was struck in the leg by the Durango as
it accelerated away at a high speed.

Friday, July 27, Kathleen Sullivan, 23,
of Elizabeth was arrested on Route 22
West for driving while suspended and for
active arrests on warrant from Perth
Amboy totaling $206. She was initially
stopped for an expired temp tag. After
bail was posted, the vehicle was im-
pounded for having no insurance.

Friday, July 27, a Mountainside resi-
dent reported identity theft after she re-
ceived a phone call from a man who
claimed to be from “the bank” and needed
to verify her personal information. The
victim volunteered her date of birth, so-
cial security number, bank account num-
ber, her address and any information for
which the caller asked. The victim then
became suspicious and called the Bank of
America herself. The bank made her close
her account and open a new one jointly
with her son for insurance reasons.

Monday, July 30, a Mountainside em-
ployee contacted the police, claiming that
the bathrooms at Deerfield School had been
vandalized again. The employee stated that
the toilets would not flush and believed
someone may have stuffed something down
the drain. Investigation revealed that there
was no sign of forced entry to the bathroom
and that the cause of both toilets not flushing
appears to be the result of a clogged clean
out drain near the street.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, July 22, Jonathan Parisi, 18,

was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana and various drug parapher-
nalia on Linden Lane in Scotch Plains. An
officer reported to the scene after suspi-

cious activity was reported in the area.
Parisi was released on a summons.

Tuesday, July 24, a resident of
Watchung Terrace reported being a vic-
tim of theft. He stated that unknown
suspect(s) removed his bicycle that was
left unlocked in front of his house. The
bike was valued at $250.

Wednesday, July 25, a resident of Can-
terbury Drive reported being a victim of a
motor vehicle burglary. He stated that
unknown suspect(s) entered his vehicle
and removed sunglasses and change.

Thursday, July 26, a resident of Clydes-
dale Road reported being a victim of theft.
He stated that unknown suspect(s) removed
mail from his mailbox and then attempted to
use the information to obtain a credit card.

Friday, July 27, Antonio Bagnara, 38, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for possession
of drug paraphernalia and obstruction. He
was transported to the police headquarters
and was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 28, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported being a victim of
harassment. She stated that she had re-
ceived numerous telephone calls from an
unknown person.

Saturday, July 28, a patron at a Terrill
Road business reported being a victim of
theft. He stated that his briefcase contain-
ing several personal items was taken from
the inside of the vehicle.

Fanwood
Thursday, July 26, David A. McAllister,

51, of Booton was arrested for aggravated
assault in the 100 block of Marion Av-
enue. McAllister was transferred to the
Union County jail.

Friday, July 27, a business in the 100
block of South Avenue reported that some-
time between 3:30 and 7 p.m. someone
stole a license plate from a vehicle parked
in front of the business.

Saturday, July 28, Gail D. Fialkowski,
25, of Springfield was arrested for DWI
after a rollover motor vehicle accident on
Shady Lane. According to police,
Fialkowski was taken to Overlook Hospi-
tal where she was treated for non-threat-
ening injuries, before being released to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, July 28, Germana Peredes-
Prado, 31, of Richmond, Va., was arrested
for driving without a license and failure to
provide identification on Martine Avenue.

Monday, July 30, two 16-year old
Plainfield juveniles were arrested for s
ealing several bicycles from a residenc
 on Russell Road.ıMo

day, July 30, Adam W. Lans, 19, 
f Cranford was arrested after a field investi-
gation revealed he was stealing from a b
siness in the

500 block of North Avenue at which
he was employed.

charity, had determined not to proceed
with prosecution of the matter through
the criminal courts provided arrangements
were made for restitution of the funds,”
said Father John McCrone of Our Lady of
Lourdes in a brief statement to the con-
gregation this past Sunday.

The Union County Prosecutor, how-
ever, chose to settle the case in court.
Biunno now faces two third-degree
charges of theft, which carry maximum
penalties of five years in prison. His trial
is scheduled for tomorrow at 9 a.m. at the
central intake court in Elizabeth.

Biunno served as president of the Ro-
tary Club of Mountainside up until June,
when his post expired. He has also been
involved with the Union County College
Board of Governors, and he served as the
chairman of the New Jersey Savings
League from 1979 to 1980.

According to the Mountainside tax
assessor’s office, Biunno’s Wood Valley
Road home is assessed at $158,400.
Mountainside tax collector Patricia
Scherer said Biunno “does have some
delinquent taxes.” When asked to elabo-
rate, Ms. Scherer said he did not pay his
second-quarter taxes. However, she said,
this was not an “unusual” occurrence.

“Biunno came to church last Sunday at
9:30 a.m. mass as he usually does, stood
in his usual position in front, but quickly
exited after the Mass instead of attending
the breakfast social held afterwards,” an
anonymous church member said.
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