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Blue Devils TV
Broadcasts Graduation

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Blue Devils Television is
broadcasting the commencement
exercises of the class of 2007 on
Cable Channel 36 from now until
August 28.

The graduation ceremony will be
shown on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at 10
a.m. and 7 p.m. and Sundays at 10
a.m.

something like this. It’s an eyesore
and it’s unsafe. Nobody benefits from
deteriorating properties – not the con-
tractor or the people. It hurts the
contractor’s reputation and makes the
neighbors unhappy.”

Ms. Stockwell added, “This is a
symptom of an issue that has been
happening all around town.” The
mayor, council and planning board
are aware of these abandoned homes,
and Westfielders are starting to ask
questions, she said.

Mr. Penyak, owner of Penyak Roof-
ing Company, told The Leader he still
hopes to make the property into a
two-family dwelling.

“Everyone but the [neighbors] to
the left is in favor of the plan,” he said.
“The town has not given us any prob-
lems or the other neighbors. They
want to see this place get knocked
down…as long as the woman on the
left does not oppose.”

Mr. Penyak said he hopes to get his
new plan approved at the August 29
court date.

The view from the street is of an
abandoned home with freshly placed
plywood decorating the front and
various windows alongside the house.
However, there are still un-boarded
windows that directly face Ms. Green
and Ms. Lee’s home.

When walking around the side of
the house, there are three visible holes
near the chimney, as well as visible
signs of deterioration on the roof. The
yard is full of weeds; a rickety fence
barely separates the two properties.

Advertisements for Mr. Penyak’s
roofing company can be seen on Cen-
tral Avenue right before the one-way
entrance to Cacciola Place.

“The situation comes down to that
[Mr. Penyak] doesn’t want a one-
family dwelling. He wants a two-
family dwelling for more money. It’s
all about money…this guy’s agenda
is to make a profit,” said Ralph Prunty,
the owner of 128 Cacciola Place.

Mr. Prunty said he has seen more

than just signs for the company; he is
aware of roofing jobs Mr. Penyak has
completed as close as Central Av-
enue, “yet the roof of 121 Cacciola is
peeling off.”

“Nailing up windows and doors is
ineffective. Nailing new wood onto
rotting wood doesn’t do any good,”
said Mr. Prunty.

“The man owns a roofing business.
Why can’t he board it up?” Ms. Green
said. “He’ll come by and slab some
plywood on in certain spots of the
house but not all of it. We can still see
and hear [the raccoons].”

Ms. Lee and Ms. Green first con-
tacted registered environmental health
specialist Tanya Moon in July 2005.
After receiving another complaint in
August of 2006, Ms. Moon visited the
property and immediately issued a sum-
mons for “allowing a condition which
engenders the breeding of vermin.”

Ms. Moon said the outcome of a
subsequent court case ordered Mr.
Penyak to hire an exterminator and
begin trapping on a regular basis.

BOWCO, the company Mr. Penyak
hired, drops off a trap at night and
then comes back the following after-
noon to check and see if any raccoons
have been caught. If the trap is full,
BOWCO removes it, Ms. Moon said.

However, she said, “this is not hap-
pening on a steady basis, and tickets
have been issued.”

“Trapping needs to be conducted
on a regular basis and the remaining
openings [on the house] need to be
sealed,” she said.

When asked about the raccoon in-
festation, Mr. Penyak said, “The ex-
terminator has been there and has
informed me that the situation has
been taken care of.”

The Leader informed Mr. Penyak
that this was not the case, and he
replied, “Well, we must be getting
lied to then by the exterminator.”

BOWCO supervisor Matthew
Keter refused to release information
regarding the property to The Leader.

The August 29 court date will ad-
dress two complaints filed against Mr.
Penyak from both the health and build-
ing departments. The health
department’s complaint says the resi-
dence is allowing a condition to breed
raccoons. The building department’s
complaint states that the property is in
violation of property code 35-43, said
court administrator Linda Chieffo.

“I ask everybody downtown, ‘would
you want to live like this?’ And they say
‘no,’ so if that’s their answer, then why
am I living like this?” said Ms. Lee.

“It restricts us from our life outside,”
said Miriam Lee, who also lives at 119
Cacciola Place. “If a county official
was living here, it would be different.”

“I feel for these women,” Mayor
Skibitsky said. “I almost went through
a similar problem with a neighboring
house that had a bird issue. The con-
dition was not as horrible as the one
facing them, though. But this whole
process takes a while to go through
the legal system.”

“Little Gatehouse” Attorney
Defends Client’s Proposal

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specifically Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The “Little
Gatehouse” property owned by Julie
Marsella is stirring up neighborhood
concern.

Ms. Marsella seeks approval for a
subdivision of the historical property,
located at 200 Canterbury Road, to
establish two single-family lots. If the
application is approved, a new single-
family house will be built on the lot.

Westfield residents, along with
members of the Steering Committee
to Save the Gatehouse, a committee
formed by residents in opposition to
the subdivision plan, gathered last
Tuesday to voice their opposition to
the application. Residents raised con-
cerns about the proposed construc-
tion, including traffic problems with
the driveway, a possible decrease in
neighboring houses prices and a loss
of the historical meaning of the area.

“When land is so valuable, people

want to realize the value,” said Rob-
ert Kraus, Ms. Marsella’s attorney, of
his client’s proposal. “Houses are
being knocked down all the time.”

Further discussion on the Marsella
application will take place at the Au-
gust 6 planning board meeting.

Attorney Jim Flynn and a traffic
safety expert will represent the steer-
ing committee at the meeting. The
committee is trying to get the plan-
ning board to delay the application
hearing until traffic studies are con-
ducted on the property.

“If the public wants to tell her what
to do with the land, then they should
either buy it or preserve it,” said Mr.
Kraus. “Anybody who owns land has
the right to do what they want with it.
All of the good land is gone and the
land that is left has issues.”

The Westfield Leader attempted to
contact Ms. Marsella through her at-
torney but was unable to reach her for
comment.

courtesy of Miriam Lee
RACCOON EYES...This nighttime photo, taken July 17, shows the glowing eyes
of raccoons residing at the abandoned house in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place.

Court Indicts Mad Hatter
Suspect on 1 Robbery Count

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

James Madison, a Maplewood man
arrested last Monday and the suspect
in the “Mad Hatter” robberies, was
indicted last Wednesday with the July
22 robbery of a Bank of America
branch in Union.

“The indictment charges him with
only one robbery. He is suspect in
other robberies, and the FBI’s inves-
tigation continues as to the other
charges,” said Michael Drewiak with
the U.S. Attorney’s office.

Madison will likely be arranged
within the next two weeks and will
face up to 20 years in federal prison,
Mr. Drewiak said.

The affidavit claims Madison
“knowingly and willfully, by force
and violence, and by intimidation”
took approximately $3,000 from the
Bank of America on July 22.

FBI Special Agent Brian Salamone,
who gave a statement for the affida-
vit, is quoted as saying that Madison
wore a yellow cap during the July 22

heist.
The affidavit also describes the

contents of the note passed to the
teller: “Give me 100s, 50s and 20s.
Don’t press silent alarm. No dye
pack.” The Bank of America employee
then saw Madison enter a black Nissan
Altima, which police later traced back
to his girlfriend.

In at least one of the robberies, the
Mad Hatter had to dump the money
from a robbery down a storm drain
after a dye pack had gone off.

On July 23, the affidavit says, law
enforcement officials interviewed the
teller, who positively identified a pho-
tograph of Madison as the man who
had robbed the bank a day earlier.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said he was relieved when
he heard of the apprehension. He said
the Westfield Police Department has
exercised “a lot of man power,” pro-
viding banks in the area with extra
security, which they can now cease.

“Until the next guy comes along,
anyway,” Chief Parizeau said.

Tax Bills Arrive; Entities
Point to Mandated Costs

By WAYNE BAKER, TED RITTER
and FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – With tax bills in most area
towns arriving recently, municipali-
ties are dealing with mandated in-
creases and advising their constitu-
ents that the bulk of taxes collected
go towards other entities.

The Town of Westfield included a
letter with each of its bills outlining
where each tax dollar goes. While
area municipalities have differing tax
rates, this format provides a method
of looking at each municipality’s suc-
cess in managing its municipal and
school costs relative to the costs of
the county government.

As described in the Westfield’s tax
letter, for every dollar collected by
the town, 17 cents remains with the
town, while 62 cents go to the
Westfield School District and the re-
maining 21 cents go to Union County.

Calculations based on Scotch
Plains’ tax rate put 18 cents into mu-
nicipal coffers, with 64 cents going to
schools and 18 cents to the county.

Fanwood’s numbers, based on esti-
mated tax rates, leave 21 cents with
the municipality and give 62 cents
and 17 cents to schools and the county,
respectively.

Fanwood officials say they expect
to hear “any day now” from the state
on its level of municipal aid. However,
since officials are still waiting for final
numbers, the borough has been unable
to amend and adopt the budget intro-
duced at a March 6 special meeting.

“I really thought by now we would
have gotten the information, but
there’s nothing any of us can do about
it,” said Fred Tomkins, the borough’s
chief financial officer, in a phone
interview. “It’s frustrating.”

Fanwood is not alone. Garwood’s
Deputy Tax Collector Aggie Kurzweil
noted that Garwood, awaiting word
on extraordinary state aid, had to mail
estimated bills on July 13.

Municipalities: Mandated
Costs Lead to Rising Taxes

“Nobody likes to increase taxes,”
Scotch Plains Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins said. “But with all the man-
dated expenses on the horizon,” such as
state pension contributions and contri-
butions to the local sewage authority, “I
don’t see it getting any easier.”

Looking forward, Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea commented
that Westfield “may need to appeal to
the local finance board to get relief
from the 4-percent cap.”

He said the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority’s (RVSA) municipal
assessment would rise about $1 mil-
lion next year – a 2.8-percent in-
crease before other mandated costs.

He noted that the bulk of the rate
increase is for debt service, something
which, when assumed by a town, is
exempt from the state’s 4-percent cap.
RVSA’s rate increase affects 11 mu-
nicipalities in Union and Middlesex
counties, including Westfield,
Garwood and Mountainside.

According to Plainfield Area Re-
gional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
Executive Director Robert Villee,
about 45 percent of Scotch Plains
uses PARSA, in addition to 90 per-
cent of Fanwood.

Mr. Villee said $150 to $170 mil-
lion in capital improvements at the
Middlesex treatment facility will af-
fect PARSA users. “In the next 10
years, (PARSA users) will see a simi-
lar impact (as those who use RVSA).
It takes a while for debt service to
kick in. (PARSA users) might not see
the full impact until 2010.”

Sebastian D’Elia, Union County
spokesman, said the county’s 2007 bud-
get is $414.3 million, of which about
$239 million (about 58 percent) comes
from property taxes, with the remain-
der coming from state and federal grants.

Mr. D’Elia noted that among county
services, programs like welfare, the
county’s police and judicial systems
and roads make up a substantial chunk
of the total budget.

With about 80 percent of area tax
bills not going to municipal govern-
ment, towns try to reinforce that the
majority of money goes towards other
entities, such as the boards of educa-
tion and county.

Westfield’s tax letter, signed by
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, says, “Sim-
ply put, the town council and I man-
age only 17 percent of the total taxes
listed on your statement.”
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WF Council
“It’s in the court right now,” he

said. “Let Judge Cuba understand the
situation. It’s in her hands right now;
it’s in the judge’s hands.”

Prior to the work session, the coun-
cil held a special meeting in which
members adopted an ordinance pro-
viding for improvements to parking
facilities and the appropriation of
monies to do so.

The council then awarded a con-
tract for renovations to lots one and
eight. Mr. Ciarrocca, chairman of the
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee, said it is work-
ing with a consultant to begin work
within the next month.

Mr. Ciarrocca closed the council
session with news that the Safe
Schools Program presented Westfield
with a $36,000 grant.

The money will pay for eight new
speed radar signs, which he said would
provide “a consistent presence.” The
money will also go toward a Walking
School Bus campaign.

Along the same lines, Mr. Ciarrocca
said the town council’s Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee has continued its discussions of
installing a bike path from Tamaques
Park to the south side train station.

“A number of initiatives have been
made so that the town is more pedes-
trian and bike friendly, which is some-
thing we’re all working toward,” he
said.
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Raccoons Infest WF House

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRITY APPEARANCE?...
Harry Potter, otherwise known as
Martin Sweeney of Scotch Plains, par-
ticipates in the Westfield 5K Run last
Wednesday in the downtown area.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HIT AND RUNNING FROM THE SCENE…The abandoned vehicle of Ajmal
Nesbit remains where he left it after he hit a tree in Westfield on Sunday. Mr.
Nesbit was involved in a motor vehicle accident earlier that day in Scotch Plains
and later hit the tree, after which he took off running. He had two outstanding
warrants, for Plainfield and Phillipsburgh, at the time of his arrest.

Westfield
Monday, July 23, Christopher Sykes, 35,

of Hillside was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad Street and Park
Drive for a Union County contempt of court
warrant. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, July 23, Pamela Davis, 46, of
Plainfield was arrested for shoplifting at a
business in the 300 block of South Av-
enue, East. Davis was allegedly fleeing the
store in a silver SUV when police stopped
her at South and Central Avenues. She was
arrested for allegedly stealing $147 worth
of merchandise from the store. She was
also arrested on a warrant out of South
Plainfield for $4,000. She was turned over
to the South Plainfield Police Department.

Monday, July 23, Albert Hemphill, 54,
of Plainfield was arrested on a $250 war-
rant for a Hillside contempt of court war-
rant during an investigation on South and
Central Avenues. After processing,
Hemphill was released on his own recog-
nizance and told to contact the Hillside
court the next morning.

Monday, July 23, Haidie Cotto, 46, of
Hackensack was arrested for contempt of
court out of Union County during a motor
vehicle stop at West Broad Street and
Scotch Plains Avenue. He was released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, July 24, Aaron Clement, 21, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant. He was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, July 25, Omar Harris, 38,
of Westfield was arrested on two out-
standing warrants. He was processed and
transferred to county jail.

Wednesday, July 25, Robert Ramos
Jr., 27, of Astoria, N.Y. was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). He was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, July 26, Jairo Echezerria-
Contreas, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
during the investigation of a motor ve-
hicle accident and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI).

Friday, July 27, Matthew Lowe, 22, of
Philadelphia, Pa., and Francis Palumbo,
22, of Mountainside, were stopped for
motor vehicle violations and arrested for
possession of cocaine. They were pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, July 28, Aaron Caldwell, 22,
of Piscataway was arrested for obstruction
of justice, resisting arrest and disorderly
conduct after the vehicle in which he was
a passenger was stopped for a traffic viola-
tion. He was released after processing.

Saturday, July 28, Clara V. Bond, 49,
of Linden was arrested for contempt of
court out of that jurisdiction. Bond was
released after posting $106 bail.

Sunday, July 29, Chrrysse Church, 23,
of Newark and Deshawn Smith, 20, (a.k.a.
Deshawn Robinson) of Roselle were ar-
rested on open warrants out of other juris-
diction. Smith (Robinson) was also charged
with hindering his own apprehension.

Sunday, July 29, Ajmal Nesbit, 23, of
Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested for hindering
apprehension and warrants out of Plainfield,
for $500, and Phillipsburg, for $806. Nesbit
was arrested after being in a motor vehicle
accident in Scotch Plains, fleeing into
Westfield, hitting a tree and then fleeing the
scene on foot. He fled from the 900 block of
Lawrence Avenue and was found near the
Mountainside border. He was released after
posting a total of $1,310 bail.

Monday, July 30, an employee of the
Westfield Board of Education reported
the screens to several windows at Franklin
School, located at 700 Prospect Street,
were damaged as a result of an apparent
act of criminal mischief. The damage
consisted of puncture holes and tears.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 26, police received a re-

port from a Newark resident about an aggra-
vated assault that occurred on Route 22
West. The resident had been involved in a
motor vehicle accident with a silver Dodge
Durango that failed to stop for an accident
report. After pursuing the car until it stopped
at a red light, the victim exited her vehicle
and was struck in the leg by the Durango as
it accelerated away at a high speed.

Thursday, July 26, William Thomp-
son, 46, of Linden was arrested by the
Roselle Police for an outstanding warrant
of $849 from Mountainside.

Friday, July 27, Kathleen Sullivan, 23,
of Elizabeth was arrested on Route 22
West for driving while suspended and for

active Perth Amboy warrants totaling $206.
She was initially stopped for an expired
temp tag. After bail was posted, the vehicle
was impounded for having no insurance.

Friday, July 27, a Mountainside resi-
dent reported identity theft after she re-
ceived a phone call from a man who
claimed to be from “the bank” and needed
to verify her personal information. The
victim volunteered her date of birth, so-
cial security number, bank account num-
ber, her address and any information for
which the caller asked. The victim then
became suspicious and called the Bank of
America herself. The bank made her close
her account and open a new one jointly
with her son for insurance reasons.

Monday, July 30, a Mountainside em-
ployee contacted the police, claiming that
the bathrooms at Deerfield School had been
vandalized again. The employee stated that
the toilets would not flush and believed
someone may have stuffed something down
the drain. Investigation revealed that there
was no sign of forced entry to the bathroom
and that the cause of both toilets not flushing
appears to be the result of a clogged clean
out drain near the street.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, July 22, Jonathan Parisi, 18,

was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana and various drug parapher-
nalia on Linden Lane in Scotch Plains. An
officer reported to the scene after suspi-
cious activity was reported in the area.
Parisi was released on a summons.

Tuesday, July 24, a resident of
Watchung Terrace reported being a vic-
tim of theft. He stated that unknown
suspect(s) removed his bicycle that was
left unlocked in front of his house. The
bike was valued at $250.

Wednesday, July 25, a resident of Can-
terbury Drive reported being a victim of a
motor vehicle burglary. He stated that
unknown suspect(s) entered his vehicle
and removed sunglasses and change.

Thursday, July 26, a resident of Clydes-
dale Road reported being a victim of theft.
He stated that unknown suspect(s) removed
mail from his mailbox and then attempted to
use the information to obtain a credit card.

Friday, July 27, Antonio Bagnara, 38, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for possession
of drug paraphernalia and obstruction. He
was transported to the police headquarters
and was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 28, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported being a victim of
harassment. She stated that she had re-
ceived numerous telephone calls from an
unknown person.

Saturday, July 28, a patron at a Terrill
Road business reported being a victim of
theft. He stated that his briefcase contain-
ing several personal items was taken from
the inside of the vehicle.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 25, Thomas F. Roche,

IV, 22, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.

Thursday, July 26, David A. McAllister,
51, of Booton was arrested for aggravated
assault in the 100 block of Marion Av-
enue. McAllister was transferred to the
Union County jail.

Thursday, July 26, Thomas E. Novik, 57,
of Westfield was arrested after a field inves-
tigation of the 500 block of North Avenue
for an outstanding Garwood warrant.

Friday, July 27, a business in the 100
block of South Avenue reported that some-
time between 3:30 and 7 p.m. someone
stole a license plate from a vehicle parked
in front of the business.

Saturday, July 28, Gail D. Fialkowski,
25, of Springfield was arrested for DWI
after a rollover motor vehicle accident on
Shady Lane. Police said Fialkowski was
taken to Overlook Hospital where she was
treated for non-threatening injuries, be-
fore being released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, July 28, Germana Peredes-
Prado, 31, of Richmond, Va., was arrested
for driving without a license and failure to
provide identification on Martine Avenue.

Sunday, July 29, Lennin A. Veras-
Morel, 28, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding, no-bail body warrant out
of Hunterdon County.

Monday, July 30, two 16-year old
Plainfield juveniles were arrested for steal-
ing several bicycles from a residence on
Russell Road.

Monday, July 30, Adam W. Lans, 19,
of Cranford was arrested after a field
investigation revealed he was stealing
from a business in the 500 block of North
Avenue at which he was employed.
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WF Rec.

gest obstacle, instead of saying bad
weather, Mr. Landry told him that it
would probably be removing the pool.

Mr. Kaufmann said that while re-
cent projects completed by Ray
Palmer did not seem as large-scale,
the company did take on pool projects
in both Cedar Grove and Summit.

“The [recreation] director from
when they were in Summit was here
to see us the other day and, although
they had 29 days of rain, she was very
happy with the completion and how
the job turned out,” he said.

Commission member Robert Smith
said that he was most concerned about
timeliness; Mr. Belle told him that
the Ray Palmer group has had a good
record of getting the major renova-
tion aspects done on time.

The project’s completion date is
currently set for May 15, 2008.

Correction:
In a July 26 article, “GW Schools Super-

intendent Will Not Return for 2007-2008
School Year Due to Medical Condition,”
The Leader mistakenly reported that educa-
tion officials confirmed that Superinten-
dent of Schools William Murphy’s medical
condition would prevent him from return-
ing for the entire 2007-2008 school year.

Officials confirmed Mr. Murphy would
not make the beginning of the school year,
and they are unsure of his return date.

Fanwood Fire Dept.
To Host Wetdown

FANWOOD – The Fire Department
will host a wetdown celebration for the
public to induct its new ladder truck
into fire service on Saturday from 1 to
5 p.m. at LaGrande Park.

Streets that will be closed or desig-
nated as no-parking streets include
LaGrande and Marian Avenues, Sec-
ond, Third and Helen Streets and
Staagard Place. Event parking will be
permitted in the commuter lot behind
the stores on Martine Avenue and on all
other streets in the southwest quadrant.


