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HSBC takes you
to the movies.

ONE DAY ONLY!
Sunday,April 29, 2007

11am – 5pm
Visit the Westfield branch during the Street Fair

and receive a FREE $10 Movie Pass.
(Quantities limited. One per customer. Must be 18 years of age or older.)

– AND –
Enter for a chance to win

MOVIE TICKETS for a year.*
(One $50 movie pass each month for one year.)

– PLUS –
Receive a FREE Citizen Eco-Drive Watch.†

(When you open a Premium Money Market Plus account between April 29th and May 4th
with a minimum deposit of $15,000.)

Westfield
1 Elm Street
908 518-1581

Regular Weekly Hours:
Monday – Wednesday: 9am – 4pm

Thursday: 9am – 7pm
Friday: 9am – 4pm

Saturday: 10am – 3pm

>For more information,
call Michael Niemiec at 908 518-1581

*No purchase or transaction necessary to enter. A purchase or transaction does not improve your chance of winning. Open to legal residents of New Jersey, 18 years of age or older as of April 29, 2007. Sweepstakes runs
April 29, 2007 from 11am to 5pm only at the 1 Elm Street branch. See official rules at the 1 Elm Street location for full details.

†Citizen Eco-Drive Watch offer requires a Premium Money Market Plus account with a minimum deposit of $15,000.To be eligible for this offer, the qualifying deposit account(s) must be opened between April 29, 2007 and
May 4, 2007 at the Westfield, NJ branch only. You must deposit new money to open the Premium Money Market Plus account. New money means funds not previously held by any member of the HSBC Group.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.The account must remain open for a minimum of six months to qualify for the Citizen Eco-Drive Watch. We reserve the right to charge your Premium Money Market Plus account
for the cost of the bonus if the deposit account does not remain open for six months. Nominal value of the Citizen Eco-Drive Watch ($215.00) will be reported on IRS Form 1099. Limit one Citizen Eco-Drive Watch per
customer.The Citizen Eco-Drive Watch will be issued at the time of account opening. Additional restrictions do apply.
Issued by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. © HSBC Bank USA, N.A. 2007. Member FDIC.

Policy of Giving States Power on Guns
Failed Again in V-Tech Mass Murder

FCC Should Take Note of Imus Firing
By Letting Market Respond in Future

Mayor Should Scrap Rec. Ctr. Panel,
Form Committee on Recommendation

Was Purchase of Elizabeth Building
For Dems to Repay Favor to Builder?

Community Thanked for Passing
2007-2008 School Spending Plan

Letters to the Editor
Editor’s Note: The following letter was

sent to Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
the borough council and the “Recreation
Center Committee.”

First, let me say that there is nothing
basically wrong with the present pro-
posed “Garwood outdoor recreation area”
plan except there is a “tax-and-spend”
mindset attached to it. A plan that offers
exercise and outdoor sport opportunities
is beneficial to the welfare of our commu-
nity. But… (Always that but…)

Most of you on council may have been
kept abreast of the ongoing status of the
mayoral appointed “Recreation Center
committee” meetings, but the public was
kept waiting in the dark for the past year.
But this was not a problem. The commit-
tee and council did have one public status
meeting in September 2006 in which ini-
tial plans were presented for a recreation
center building along with an outdoor
exercise area, and again this was not a
problem. This plan seemed reasonable
for the community.

However, in late March 2007, at a
council meeting, the next appearance of
the “Recreation Center Committee” in
public was to present just an outdoor-
sports area, without the recreation center
building component. In that public meet-
ing I was actually taken aback at this
complete change in direction. I have given
thought to mine and other residents’ com-
plete surprise, and I came to the conclu-
sion that a very large procedural flaw
occurred.

In late 2005, the mayor convened a
group of citizen volunteers and charged
them with the specific purpose to decide
on the feasibility of having a community
center building. This is all on record. The
appointees took on that task enthusiasti-
cally in the best interest of the town.
However, the committee, sometime in
fall 2006, “morphed” into some other
committee that appeared to have a credo
“we can’t afford a community center so
what else can we do with the money we
have.”

Here was the major procedural flaw
with an outcome that just possibly was
illegal. The charge from the mayor, as
stated above, was to determine feasibility
of a recreation center building and noth-
ing else.

I asked at this March 2007 public pre-
sentation as to where was the inflection
point of dropping the recreation center
building and moving on to just the soccer

field and paths. The “Recreation Center
Committee” chair and now recently
elected Councilman Sluka appeared to
avoid stating the specific time.

In the timeline provided in that night’s
handout, it appears that this point came
during his autumn campaign months. As
I stated to him recently, their slate’s cam-
paign literature said he was on the “recre-
ation center committee,” which possibly
he was not being forthright about the
change in direction, but such is politics
and power and another story.

The day that the committee found out
that the recreation center building was not
a viable concept as charged should have
been the day the committee ended. But
the committee continued meeting, and
there was the problem. I have no idea who
decided to “morph” that committee, but I
now suggest that the mayor, since he was
the enabler here, scrap the decision from
that committee, since it is totally inconse-
quential to the original purpose of his
appointed “Recreation Center Commit-
tee.”

Just because a different good idea comes
out of this, does not justify the end. Gov-
ernment and its adjuncts should work
officially and properly. The mayor should
take this committee’s recommendation
only that the recreation center building is
not feasible. He should then think about
what the next step is (and it could be the
same direction) and convene a second
committee. I am not attacking the plan
nor condemning the committee’s good
efforts. I’m only saying that proper pro-
cedure has failed and needs to be legally
rectified.

In addition, the window between the
first and second committees must be an
opportunity for the public’s further input
as to what should be next. It wasn’t the
“Recreation Center Committee” to deter-
mine that input. Its charge was over. There
are factions that still want the recreation
building with or without a tax impact,
factions that say we don’t need anything
and factions that want a soccer field.

Nobody like things dragging on, no-
body likes more committees, but what we
do like is protocol, transparency and pro-
cedure in our governance. Something that
the mayor and council and even the com-
mittee surely must recognize has failed
on this occasion.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

There are credible arguments both for
Don Imus to have lost his job and for him
to have retained it. Personally, I feel that
at this divisive time, a radio host with a
large audience paying a price for insult-
ing both women and an entire race of
people is, on balance, a good thing.

However, the argument that Imus
should have kept his job because he only
exercised free speech is both true in one
detail and entirely inaccurate overall. The
first amendment deals with the govern-
ment not abridging free speech and, in-
deed, the government did not. Many
people and other media personalities also
exercised their right to speak freely, and
the corporations that buy advertising came
to feel they would get better publicity by
not supporting him than by supporting
him, thus his contract was cancelled. This
entire incident is a ringing endorsement
for the power of free people to exercise
their will.

On the flip side, there is plenty of
hypocrisy to go around — when rappers
use the same terms (and Snoop Dogg’s
response — that when he referred to “hos”

he didn’t mean college girls — is beneath
contempt) their audiences would do well
to punish them as well.

Perhaps the FCC should take note of
the fact that we are a nation able to re-
spond appropriately by using the market
to respond to inappropriate communica-
tion, and worry a bit less about whether
Janet Jackson has wardrobe problems. As
Thomas Jefferson said, (and I paraphrase
badly) there is usually greater danger in
the government’s restricting freedom to
prevent possible harm than there is poten-
tial danger from whatever force we are
ostensibly being protected against.

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

It has been about six years that the
Union County Improvement Authority
has been renting space in a shop-worn
office building on Cherry Street in Eliza-
beth; the current rent is $2,500 per month.
The commercial building is a short sprint,
about two blocks, from the county admin-
istration building. The Union County free-
holders are in the process of purchasing
the structure for $1.275 million to house
the improvement authority.

It is puzzling enough that the office
space should be rented, let alone, the
building purchased for what appears to be
a “virtual” operation. Charlotte DeFilippo,
the authority’s executive director, earns
$132,000 annually, and has made no bones
about the fact that she does the county’s
business from her Hillside home. Ac-
cording to a Star-Ledger interview, “She
is at her dining room table by 7:30 each
morning, her hands shuffling papers
spread across a white tablecloth. She
works mostly from home. By 8 a.m., the
BlackBerry is buzzing, the cell phone is
ringing and the spent cigarettes are piling
in the ashtray.”

On more than one personal unan-
nounced visit to the authority’s office, no
one was found to be around, just a piece
of old copy paper attached to the dull
Luwan door that read “be back later,”
nothing further, leaving one to guess when
later actually would be. It has been re-
ported, by those making actual appoint-
ments, that visitors usually arrive before
the administration, whom suddenly ap-
pear from somewhere off site, regardless
of the hour. The improvement authority
has nine members; the meetings are said
to be very brief and often not taking place
at the Cherry Street location as adver-
tised, but rather at other county office site.
Bearing all of this in mind, why is the
county purchasing this building to house
this “virtual authority?”

A quick check of the county board of
taxation website revealed that the current
owners are Albert G. Mauti, Jr. and Jo-
seph Mauti, his cousin, as in M and M
Construction Company. Between 1999
and 2004 alone, the all-Democratic Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
awarded various no-bid contracts to M
and M Construction Co. to the tune of

more than $20 million. From 1999 through
2004, M and M made contributions to the
Union County Democratic Committee,
of which Ms. DeFilippo is the chair, of at
least $30,000. Further, Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan represents a portion of
Union County to include the Township of
Union, where he is the Democratic mu-
nicipal chair; he is also the chairman of
the state Democratic committee and a
Union County undersheriff.

Numerous members of the Mauti fam-
ily residing outside the county contrib-
uted more than $22,000 to Mr. Cryan’s
election coffers between 2003 and 2005.
Family members have also contributed
to the campaign of Senator Nick Scutari
and Michael LaPolla’s run for Con-
gress in 2000, both Union County
Democrats.

In 2005, the municipality of Union
awarded Al Mauti a redevelopment con-
tract to build townhouses on a piece of
property owned by a local developer
who had obtained the lots by purchas-
ing tax liens. The developer planned to
build townhouses himself; the all-
Democratic town council said he wasn’t
working fast enough and moved to take
the tract of land from him; he filed suit
to protect his investment, and the town,
though they deny it, changed the zon-
ing, thus preventing him from building.
Litigation is still pending and no one is
building anything.

One could venture to guess that the
county Democrats could be looking to
repay a favor. What could be better than
to take this debilitated office building off
the Mauti’s hands? Unfortunately, the
residents of Union County will be the
ones paying for it and it can be predicted,
it’s much-needed refurbishing. All of this
will mean more contracts and more bonds
and more debt to the taxpayers. Perhaps
the county will award that contract to M
and M to spruce the place up, now there’s
an idea. But why bother; the executive
director of the improvement authority
probably won’t budge from her comfy
home office anyway.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Candidate for Freeholder

Garwood

On behalf of the entire board of educa-
tion and administration of the Westfield
school district, I want to thank the com-
munity for approving the school budget
for 2007-2008. The budget passed by a 2-
1 margin, with 1,956 “yes” and 1,094
“no” votes. The voter turnout was almost
16 percent. We were very pleased with
this outcome, particularly in a year with
uncontested board seats.

The district worked hard to keep the tax
increase to a six-year low, recognizing
the community’s support for the bond in
January and overall concerns about prop-
erty taxes. We were able to retain impor-
tant programs and resources for our stu-
dents and move forward on significant
initiatives. The community’s show of
support also helps make Westfield attrac-
tive to potential school superintendent
candidates.

Many people helped get this budget
passed. Specifically, we’d like to thank
the budget task force, chaired by Eileen
Passananti, as well as the PTC and PTOs.
Also, assisting were the Westfield Edu-
cation Association, which mailed remind-
ers, homeroom parents and WHS Na-

tional Honor Society students, who made
numerous phone calls and Coldwell
Banker for setting up the phone bank. I’d
also like to express our appreciation to the
Westfield Boosters for helping us fund
the new assistant trainer position at WHS.

Congratulations to Ginny Leiz, Rich
Solomon and Julia Walker on beginning
their next three-year terms on the board.
All three add enormous value to our board,
and we’re lucky to have their energy and
ability working to benefit the district.

On a personal note, I’d like to thank my
fellow board members and the commu-
nity for the honor of serving as board
president for the past three years and vice
president for the two prior years. At this
point, I believe it’s time for other col-
leagues to take on leadership roles. I do
plan to stay active as a board member
during the two remaining years of my
term. I’m certain that our board will con-
tinue to function well as we accomplish
our goals and face future challenges.
Westfield is a strong school district and
I’m really proud to volunteer on its board.

Anne Riegel
Westfield Board of Education

As witnessed last Monday in Virginia,
our gun policy of allowing states, but not
the federal government, to deal with gun
violence has failed again to protect our
students from a mass murderer. New Jer-
sey and New York have laws restricting
the sale and use of firearms, but illegal
guns continue to flow across our borders
from states that do not. Virginia, the site
of the latest and most deadly school mas-
sacre in U.S. history, has among the least
restrictive.

Firearms remain an un-addressed prob-
lem and a danger, and we continue to
ignore that danger at great risk. The real
issue is the ease with which Cho Seung-
hui was able to access so much firepower

to carry out his rampage.
The question remains – are we going to

collectively as a nation move towards
solutions to this escalating violence or
will we sit idly by while our legislators
continue to pander to a relatively small
group of “gun rights” ideologues in the
gun lobby who we have allowed to con-
trol the debate.

It’s time for the majority of us who
want to live in a civilized country to step
up and be counted, by getting involved
and overcoming the disproportional in-
fluence of the NRA.

Joyce Sooy, President
Million Mom March, Emerson
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