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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This Saturday is another one of
those days when it’s great to be a fan
of the Blue Devils, or just a fan of
great competition in high school
sports. There’s a huge lacrosse game
against Ridgewood (Tamaques
School, noon), a monster softball
game (at Governor Livingston, 11
a.m.) and the annual Blue Devil Clas-
sic track and field competition at
Kehler Stadium.

The lacrosse matchup is particu-
larly big because it involves the two
teams who quite probably will be
meeting in late May/early June in the
state Group 3 championship game.
As of this writing, the Maroons were
ranked No. 5 in the state and WHS
was No. 9.

With a huge and talented senior
class, WHS is thinking big things this
spring. Chris Mattes is one of the
state’s best at faceoffs. Ryan Yarusi
and Joe Simone are four-year scoring
threats. Luke Baran provides a steady
presence in the midfield. Will
Harbaugh, C.J. Patella, Kevin Maus
and Eddie Kane are top defenders,
and Ben Thomas is in his second
season in goal.

Although he’s scored just two goals
so far, Mattes is the key to everything.
After setting a school record last year
for groundballs, the Rutgers-bound
senior gets everything going with his
work in the faceoff circle. In five games
he has won 77 percent of his faceoffs
(63 of 82) and, not surprisingly, WHS
has outscored its opponents by a simi-
lar 3-1 margin (54 to 18).

Simone is the team’s top scorer
with 28 points, including 19 in the
last two games, wins over Cranford
and West Essex. Included in that was
a pair of school records — 12 points
and eight assists — in the 14-3 win
over Cranford. The former marks of
10 and six were set by All-American
Chris Wojcik (’92), now an assistant
coach at Harvard. Ironically, the day
after Simone’s record performance,
Wojcik and his Harvard team stopped
by Kehler Stadium to hold a practice
there prior to their weekend game at
Princeton.

Close behind Simone in scoring
are Yarusi (16 goals, 4 assists, 20
points) and junior Harry Bernstein
(11, 10, 21). Baran, George Cornell
and freshman Tim Werner provide
other scoring options and in lacrosse,
as in most other “team” sports, the
more scoring options, the merrier.
Remember back in 1985 when Rob
Schmalz, David Hone and Chris
Aslanian combined for 142 goals? Or
in ’86, the first of the back-to-back
state championship years, with Rob
Schmalz, Gregg Schmalz and
Brendan Flaherty netting 115, while

Lacrosse Game vs. Ridgewood
Highlights Great Sports Saturday

Steve Locker, Tim Nolan and John
Macaluso added another 67? Or how
about ’87, when Locker, Nolan, Gregg
Schmalz, Colin McLane and Flaherty
teamed for 178 tallies?

Having played county rival Sum-
mit yesterday, the stakes get a bit
higher Saturday morning for coach
Jerry Benaquista’s club when the
Ridgewood Maroons visit Kehler Sta-
dium. With no baseball game sched-
uled, it’s time to call for a lacrosse
“Blue Out,” with WHS fans all dress-
ing in something blue: a shirt, jacket,
sweatshirt, hat, whatever. (By the way,
there is no word on whether the WHS
lacrosse parents will be switching
from American cheese to an imported
brie for their postgame cookout, in
honor of the Ridgewood visit.)

The tough schedule continues on
Monday, when the laxers host
Hunterdon Central and its high scor-
ing duo of Garrett Thul and Mike
Diehl. Along with Montclair,
Bridgewater-Raritan and Mountain
Lakes, the WHS-Hunterdon Central
rivalry has had some classic games
over the past 20 years.

In 1986, second-ranked WHS beat
top-rated Hunterdon Central, 5-4, on a
goal by Gregg Schmalz with 1:44 left.

In 1991, WHS overcame a 7-3 defi-
cit late in the game and eventually
won 8-7 on Lee Topar’s goal in the
final minute of overtime.

And who could forget the epic 1992
battle, when Matt Connell’s goal in
the fifth overtime gave WHS a 7-6
win in a battle of spectacular goalies,
WHS’s Dave Sprague and the Red
Devils’ Scott Spencer.

*Tara Pignoli’s softballers will be
looking to rebound from last
Saturday’s first-round loss to host
Rancocas Valley in the Elite Tourna-
ment, and they’ll get a huge test up in
the mountains of Berkeley Heights.
Coach Rich Iacono’s Highlanders
have finished second in the last three
county tournaments. It should be a
pitchers’ duel, given how lefty Lind-
say Brown has pitched for WHS, and
given that GL’s Capri Catalano is
probably the county’s best returning
pitcher. She’s a flame-throwing right-
hander with 56 K’s in the Highland-
ers’ first four games.

Speaking of pitching, how many
teams have four pitchers the quality
of WHS’s Brown, Alyson Moskowitz,
Cyndil Matthew and Katie Abruzzo?
Brown is the senior and will be in the
circle most of the time, but it’s nice to
know the three sophomores are there.

*The Blue Devil Classic brings a
huge field of talent to Kehler Stadium
for an all-day gala of hurdling, sprints,
vaulting, jumping, and throwing. If
track and field is your thing, this is

quickly becoming one of the state’s
premier events.

And if you can’t make it to the
Classic on Saturday, the Blue Devils
host archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in a dual meet on Monday. The Raid-
ers have one of the state’s top track
and field teams, and it’ll be quite a
test for Jack Martin’s team.

DEN TRIVIA
What former Major League pitcher

played guitar in a rock band (V.I.E.W.)
that was once the opening act for the
Smithereens (led by Scotch Plains’
own Pat DiNizio)?

ALUMNI UPDATE
Back in the day, Mel Thorne (’71)

was a pretty good athlete from an
athletic family (Ed ’64, Rick ’67), but
it’s his offspring who are really leav-
ing their mark at Somers (Conn.)
High School, especially in the area
around shortstop on the baseball and
softball diamonds.

On April 9, Mel Jr. became the fifth
Thorne to start at shortstop for the
Spartans, following Jim, Matt, An-
drew and Sarabeth (softball). Jim and
Matt actually formed a double play
combination when Jim moved over to
second base in his senior year.

IN PASSING
Gertrude Nichols, mother of former

WHS swimmers Dan and Cindy along
with four other WHS graduates,
passed away on April 5 at the age of
87. While I never knew her, she ap-
pears to have been quite a renaissance
woman, having covered the Brook-
lyn Dodgers for a wire service in the
mid-1940s, serving as president of
the Westfield Board of Education and
owning Martha Lofton Candies down-
town, among many other things.

Her oldest son Dan (’61), a former
WHS swim captain, state champion
and All-American, also left a legacy
that every WHS swimmer is reminded
of at the postseason awards dinner.
Since he was killed in Vietnam while
serving in the Marines in the spring of
1969, a swimmer(s) who shows out-
standing dedication, humility and
sportsmanship has been honored an-
nually with the Lt. Daniel M. Nichols
Memorial Award. This year’s win-
ners were Rob Whitehead and Chrissy
Isabella.

And Cindy Nichols (’79) swam the
anchor leg on WHS’s 1978 medley
relay that won the first state title in
WHS history! The other three girls on
the relay were Mary Davis, Dana
Zonnevylle and Lora Masters.

In a non-sports-related death last
week, novelist Kurt Vonnegut, a hero
to those of the counter-culture and
anti-establishment causes of the 1960s
(and in some cases beyond), passed
away at the age of 84. It’s 35 to 40

years since I read his novels, like
“Slaughterhouse-Five,” “Mother
Night,” “God Bless You, Mr.
Rosewater,” “Cats in the Cradle” and
“Breakfast of Champions,” with re-
curring heroes like Billy Pilgrim and
the author Kilgore Trout. But, as
Vonnegut himself would’ve said of
his own death, “so it goes.”

GOOD READING
“Four Days to Glory” by Mark

Kreidler chronicles the ups and downs
of two high school athletes shooting
for their fourth state championship in
wrestling-mad Iowa. It talks about a
group of six youngsters who start out
together on a youth team in Iowa City
as 6-year-olds, continues through high
school and on to college, where three
of them choose to attend Virginia
Tech, but eventually end up back at
the University of Iowa. It’s highly
recommended.

AROUND THIS DATE
April 21, 1958: Frank Bell scores

an eagle three on the par-five fourth
hole at Echo Lake during a match
against West Orange.

April 22, 1930: Carl Blank strikes
out 16 in a 16-1 baseball victory over
Rahway.

April 24, 1937: Roselle Park’s Ray
Schmidt strikes out 16 WHS batters.

April 24, 1937: Westfield’s “crack”
relay finishes second in the National
Championship Mile at the Penn Re-
lays, to Bishop Loughlin of Brook-
lyn. Pump Vella, running second, lost
his shoe in a scramble after being
spiked at the baton handoff, and that
proved costly. Walt Horner ran lead-
off, followed by Vella, Bernie Jones
and Bob McCoy.

April 24, 1985: The WHS lacrosse
team is ranked No. 1 in New Jersey
for the first time.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Jack McDowell, who spent 11 years

in the big leagues pitching for the
White Sox, Yankees and Indians.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Joe
Simone. The senior attacker set school
records for assists (eight) and points
(12) in one game in a 14-3 victory
over Cranford.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school sports season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, suggestions
and information about WHS gradu-
ates playing in college at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Joe Simone

Boys lacrosse

Blue Devil Track Boys Rattle
Union Farmer Boys, 76-64

Senior Adam Bergo took top hon-
ors in four events and his team swept
four events as the Westfield High
School boys track & field team de-
feated Union, 76-64, in Union on
April 10.

Bergo demonstrated that he is a
serious county contender in the high
jump by clearing 6’4”. He also won
the triple jump with a distance of
40’2” followed by Malcolm Allen at
38’10”. Bergo also crossed first in the
400 intermediate hurdles with a time
of 63.9 followed by Sam Reichbach
at 67.4. With a leap of 19’1”, Bergo
won the long jump.

Evan Friedman at 4:55.5, Kevin
O’Rourke at 4:56 and Brendan
Berkowitz at 5:01.6 swept the 1,600

meters. Friedman at 10:35, O’Rourke
at 10:36.6 and Andrew Marra at 11:22.2
swept the 3,200 meters. Alex Tarlow
at 2:03.4 led a Blue Devil sweep in the
800 meters followed by Connor Davis
at 2:07.7 and Patrick Gray at 2:08.4.
Mike Porch at 10’6”, Dan Markowski
at 9’6” and Kevin Yang at eight feet
swept the pole vault.

Erik Anderson captured first in the
shot put with a heave of 45’1” then he
won the discus with a toss of 118’3”.
Ricardo Johnson crossed second in
the 200 meters with a time of 22.9
followed by Todd Saunders at 23.6.
Johnson also placed third in the 100
meters with a time of 11.1. Alex
Forstenhausler took third in the 400
meters with a time of 53.8.

Devil Boys Place in 5 Events
At Colts Neck Track Relays
The Westfield High School boys

track & field team placed in five events
– top 6 – and the Blue Devil girls
placed in two events at the Colts Neck
Relays on April 14.

Blue Devils Eric Brandman with a
height of 11 feet and Mike Porch at
10’6” tied for second with Henderson
in the team pole vault with a height of
21’6”. Andrew Weiss (10’) and Dan
Markowski (9’) placed second in the
JV event at 19 feet. Alex
Forstenhausler at 53.5 (400 meters),
Todd Saunders at 24.3 (200 meters),
Ricardo Johnson at 22.6 (200 meters)
and Alex Tarlow at 1:59.6 (800 meters)
finished third in the sprint medley
relay with a time of 3:40.3. Wes
Clarkson (55.8), Mike Weinberg
(25.4), Andrew Ford (25.3) and Kevin
O’Rourke (2:11.8) placed second in
the JV event with a time of 3:58.6.

Connor Davis (55.2), Patrick Gray
(54.9), Donny deRojas (56.2) and Craig
Cognetti (53.9) crossed sixth in the
4x400 with a time of 3:40.2. Ford (57.2),

Andrew Flood (57.4), Josh Einbinder
(56.9) and Brent Souders (56.6) placed
second in the JV event at 3:48.1.
Malcolm Allen (36’6.5”) and Adam
Bergo (40’2.5”) placed sixth in the
triple jump at 77’9.5”. Mike Wikander
(35’1.25”) and Andy Brill (36’1.5”)
took second in the JV event at 71’2.75”.

Tarlow (3:17.4 – 1200), Forstenhausler
(53.3 – 400), Gray (2:05.7 – 800) and
Evan Friedman (4:39.8 – 1,600) fin-
ished sixth in the distance medley relay
with a time of 10:56.8. Alex Falk (11.9),
Sam Reichbach (12.1), Mike Weinberg
(12.9) and Gerard Pierre (11.3) fin-
ished second in the JV 4x400 with a
time of 48.4.

Lady Blue Devils Emily Perry and
Christina Obiajulu tied Voorhees for
sixth in the high jump with a height of
nine feet. Ayn Wisler, Obiajulu, Cat
Cognetti and Kim Legones placed
fifth in the 4x800 with a time of
23:59.3. Rose Driscoll, Wisler,
Cognetti and Obiajulu took eighth in
the distance medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY GOOD INTENTIONS…Blue Devil senior Lane Maloney, a four-time
Union County champion in girls tennis, signs a letter of intent to attend Loyola
College in Baltimore, Md.

CRANFORD $549,900 WESTFIELD $1,200,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $549,900 WESTFIELD $785,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $925,000

WESTFIELD $728,000

Fabulous custom Split Level home is quality built and offers elegant
features, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2-car garage, wood floors, Traver-
tine marble flooring, sun-lit granite Eat-In Kitchen with breakfast
bar overlooking rear yard and Pella windows.

Gracious center hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood!  Includes
Kitchen with granite, Living Room with fireplace, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, newer roof and furnace, deck overlooking professional land-
scaping, close to town, transportation and Wilson School.

Bright and airy Split Level glows with clean lines and an easy flow
and offers a sunny Living Room with vaulted ceiling, fireplace, bay
window,  Formal Dining Room, spacious Family Room, Kitchen
with breakfast bar, Master Bedroom with full bath and office, 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 full baths and is situated on park-like grounds.

Vintage 1912 Colonial with great details offers 10 rooms and fea-
tures a gracious foyer,  Living Room with stone fireplace, enclosed
front and back porches, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors and is
located near town.

Enchanting, move-in ready Colonial includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths,
Eat-In granite Kitchen with stainless steel appliances, fire-lit Living
Room, built-ins, master suite with dressing room and full bath.  Up-
dates include an in-ground sprinkler system and recently painted
throughout.  Top location!

Spacious Colonial!  Details make a difference in this gracious center
hall Colonial with 5 Bedrooms, Library, updated Eat-In Kitchen
with breakfast bar, impressive Family Room with views of the private
yard, heated Sylvan pool and patio.  Meticulously maintained and
updated home!

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


