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ALL THE PRESIDENTS’ MEN…Second graders in Karen Reichel’s class at
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield recently spent several weeks research-
ing and writing their first biographies. Students were assigned a U.S. President or
other historical man or woman. After finalizing their assignments, they dressed
up as their subjects to share the reports with the class and parents. Pictured, from
left to right, are Patrick Meng (Lyndon Johnson), Owen Kessler (George Wash-
ington), Jason Telsey (John F. Kennedy), Max Kaplan (John Quincy Adams),
Ethan Finver (Andrew Jackson) and Eric Storms (Thomas Jefferson).

St. Bartholomew School
Announces Honor Roll

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew School in Scotch Plains
congratulated the following students
for their academic achievements dur-
ing the third marking period.

Students earning the Principal’s
Award are:

Eighth graders: Joseph Carroll,
Colleen Cassidy, Kara Gaynor, Diana
Ngo, Bridget Ryan, Laura Sammon,
William Shore and Ellen
Tomljanovic;

Seventh graders: Sabine Cardio,
Mary Leahy, Mary Soorial, Amanda
Searls, Ananya Sen Gupta and Megan
Trollo;

Sixth graders: Caitlin Carroll,
Caitlin Conroy, Colleen Dow,
Kathleen Ryan, Nicole Viviano and
Thomas Wang;

Fifth graders: Douglas Cassidy,
Jane Lestarchick, Gabriella
Guardascione and Danver Quintin’

Earning First Honors are:
Eighth graders: Sydney

Handsman,Oliver Howarth,Victoria
Hyppolite, John Luongo, Caroline
Nucatola and Linsey Phelan;

Seventh graders: Anthony
Krajscik, Edward Lopez, Antony

Livingstone,Keith Montiero and
Daniel Quintin;

Sixth graders: Molly Gaynor,
Kayla Giordanella, Gabrielle
Gubernat, Rose Victoria Irace, Kate
Long, Patricia Magnus, Sydni
McCauley, Annabelle Ponterdolph,
Lyndsay Reed, Sophie Sabatell, Ryan
Sawchuk, Tara Sweeney and Earl
Verlarde;

Fifth graders: Nicole Conti, John
Ferry, Yohancè Huggins, Gregory
Mayers, Apriele Minott, Bridget
Pepe and Michelle Rinaldo;

Earning Second Honors are
Eighth graders: Stephan Cardio

and Nicholas Galasso;
Seventh graders: Blair Bamrick,

Francis Degnan, Matthew Donaway,
Domenic Gubernat, Corrine Luongo
and Kurtis Walcott;

Sixth graders: Danielle Galasso;
Fifth graders: Femi Adedoyin,

Olivia Buttigheri, Daniel Leahy and
Sean Ryan.

Masel Named to Merit
List at Kenyon College
WESTFIELD – Sarah Masel,

daughter of Randy and Randye Masel
of Westfield, has been named to the
Merit List at Kenyon College for the
first semester of the 2006-2007 aca-
demic year.

To be eligible for Merit List recog-
nition, a student must earn a grade-
point average of at least 3.45 on the
college’s 4-point grading scale.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, she is a sophomore at Kenyon.

WHS Physics Students
Win Best Design Award

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School students received the award
for “Best Offense Design” in the 16th
Annual Statewide Applied Physics/
Technology “The Conqueror of the
Hill” competition presented by
Alcatel-Lucent Foundation on Satur-
day, March 24, at the Alcatel-Lucent
Arnold Auditorium in Murray Hill.

Jon Holt, Josh David, John Falzon,
and Liz Falzon comprised the con-
struction/engineering team that,
working with a limited list of materi-
als, built a vehicle/device designed to
race to the top of a plywood hill and
compete with an opponent’s robot to
try to take control of the most whiffle
balls, return to the maximum point
range and be scored.

In addition to receiving the Best
Offense Design award, their vehicle
also placed in the top eight overall in
the state. Also competing from
Westfield were Marissa Perch and
Rebecca McQuade, who placed in

the top 16 in the state.
Forty high schools were invited to

the competition. Each school was al-
lowed to bring two vehicles.

Westfield High School physics
teacher Valentino Scipioni said, “Ev-
ery year, I include a different project
in the physics classes, and this year, I
choose to incorporate The Conqueror
of the Hill competition. All honors
classes and the AP Physics Class made
projects for a school level competi-
tion to determine the two teams that
represented Westfield High School
on March 24.

“Some class time is allotted for the
project as well as design principles
they learn in the course, but the ma-
jority of actual construction is done
on the student’s own personal time,”
he added. “It was a proud day for the
students, their parents, teachers and
all at Westfield High School. The
students’ ingenuity and knowledge
was on display for all to admire.”

KING OF THE HILL…Westfield High School students, from left to right, Jon
Holt, Josh David, John Falzon and Liz Falzon, pose with their trophy and their
robot which won Best Offense Design in the 16th Annual Statewide Applied
Physics/Technology “The Conqueror of the Hill” competition.

WF Architects Should
Make New Houses Blend in

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARENT PAPARAZZI...The ‘parent paparazzi’ was in full force last Friday
night, capturing the pre-formal festivities for many eighth graders at Roosevelt
Middle School in Westfield. Dozens of parents and students attended a pre-formal
event hosted by Cathy and Steven Tabak. The female students were “dressed to
the nines” for event, celebrating their final year at the middle school.

By NEIL FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When my parents bought our house
in Westfield in 1998 (we moved on
New Year’s Day 1999), one of the
first things my dad pointed out was
the large oak tree in the front yard. I
think it was one of the reasons he
liked the place. He said it would make
a great climbing tree if one could just
get to the lowest branch, which was
about 10 feet off the ground.

My 9-year-old self decided then
and there to scale those branches and
see how high I could get. However,
like most things in my life that in-
volve the use of a ladder, I put it off
and forgot about it.

Despite reminding myself of my
intentions once every several months,
there always seemed to be cooler,
better things to do (like watch TV
inside, away from nature). The great
thing about the tree was it was a tree,
with roots, which probably meant it
wasn’t going anywhere. I had time.
Or at least, I thought I did.

Last Saturday, a company pulled up
to my house with about a million dol-
lars worth of equipment and dis-
sembled the old, great oak in a matter
of hours. It had been sick for months
with a blight, and small falling branches
told us it was time to remove it.

I missed the actual process, having
been in the city with friends (another
one of those cooler, better things),
but, in retrospect, I wish I had seen it.
When I got back, all that remained
was a naked house, a pile of woodchips
on the grass where the trunk used to
be, and a small jar full of sawdust that
my dad had saved.

I did not hug the tree goodbye, and
I did not cry when it was gone. I didn’t
even feel too bad about never having
climbed it. In fact, that last detail had
not crossed my mind until I sat down
to write this article. Nonetheless, I did
like the house better with the tree
there, and its absence made me think.

It reminded me of the houses being
knocked down around Westfield and
replaced with newer, bigger, and,
oftentimes, less-appealing structures.

Economic development is not a new
phenomenon in Westfield. Evidence
of earlier expansion can be seen in the
houses in town built in the second half
of the Twentieth Century that all pos-
ses similar layouts and designs.

Many of them are remnants of the
trend started by Levittowns in the late
1940s. Similarly, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation was started in
1993 as Main Street Westfield, with
the purpose of revitalizing downtown
through “Organization, Economic
Restructuring, Design and Promotion.”

Up until recently, all of the expan-
sion in Westfield has been based on an
increase in population and has meant
new houses being built on new land.

The population of the town doubled
from 1930, when it was 15,801, to
1960, when it was 31,447. It peaked
in 1970 with 33,720 residents. This
would explain the newer houses that
were built during those decades.

However, since the 1970 census

the number of people in Westfield
steadily decreased before going up
slightly again in the most recent cen-
sus, when the population was mea-
sured at 29,644.

According to the numbers, it would
seem that there has been no need for
new housing in Westfield since 1970.
The condition is a convenient one
because Westfield, like much of New
Jersey, also seems to be quickly run-
ning out of land to build on.

The solution to this problem for
many developers has been to buy a
house in Westfield for the plot, knock
down the existing structure, and build
one or sometimes two modern houses
on the land.

Though driven by profits in many
cases, the act is, in theory, harmless
when done right. In a town as charm-
ing as Westfield, new houses should
try to blend in and even imitate exist-
ing homes, and, at times, developers
succeed in this effort.

Unfortunately, oftentimes the new
structure pales in comparison to the
original. It has nothing to do with the
taste of the buyers. The same phe-
nomenon has been going on in more
recently developed states like Geor-
gia (I lived in such a house for six
years) for at least a decade. The prob-
lem is instead with the modern school
of architecture.

Being 17 and new to the subject, I
am in no way qualified to seriously
analyze building design, and the de-
sire for innovation is understandable,
but current architectural style seems
overstated. At least next to an 80-year
old Victorian it does.

Prefabricated stone facades, big
windows, colored walkways, and
elaborate flowerpots or porch orna-
ments all appear to try and force an air
of elegance and prosperity.

Additionally, construction of a new
home is usually accompanied by the
removal of the plants and, in particular,
trees that occupy the original lawn. The
absence of vegetation only serves to
magnify the houses that seem to already
try and look twice their actual sizes.

While the preservation of the origi-
nal homes is the most desirable solu-
tion, it is not the only one. Another
possibility would be to fire an entire
generation of residential architects.
Or maybe just fire a few warning
shots across their collective bows.

At the very least we should ask
them nicely to try to make their houses
blend in a bit better, and maybe pre-
serve some of that Westfield charm
along the way.

Neil is a junior at Westfield High
School.

Area WH Students
Earn Honor Roll Status

AREA – Upper School Head,
Rhona Eserner, at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, has
announced the Third Quarter Honor
Roll for 2006-2007 academic year.
Students listed with an asterisk
have earned Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction for both first, second and
third quarters.

12th Grade
Justin Adams –Westfield
Matthew Forman – Scotch Plains **
Michael Mietlicki – Scotch Plains **
Alyssa Torpey – Scotch Plains

11th Grade
MiReu Park – Scotch Plains
Alice Ren - Westfield
Cari Rosoff – Scotch Plains

10th Grade
Sahil Zubair – Scotch Plains

PALEOANTHROPOLOGIST AND 

Explorer-in-Residence at the 
National Geographic Society

DR. LOUISE 
LEAKEY

PASSION FOR DISCOVERY:
CONTINUING THE FAMILY TRADITION

the 13th annual speakers series 2007
k e n t  p l a c e  s c h o o l  p r o u d l y  p r e s e n t s  

lecture followed by q&a

thursday, april 26, 2007 • 7:30 pm

tickets: $20 Adults / $10 Students (with id)

for more information and ticket purchase, please 
call (908) 273-0900, ext. 313 or visit www.kentplace.org

42 norwood avenue • summit, new jersey

a member of kenya’s 

famous fossil-hunting family, 

louise continues the 

leakey scientific tradition

with a vigorous new vision 

for research in the 

search for understanding 

the origins of humans.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
102 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Please join us at Sunrise of Westfield later this month
for an open house family night. Meet our team, tour
the community, mingle with residents and socialize
with your neighbors. Learn about Assisted Living and
all the wonderful services and care options that are
available here.

In May, attend out free seminar about healthy hearing.
Attendees will have the opportunity to receive an audio
evaluation, hearing aid exam with your existing hearing
aides and an overall hearing aid evaluation. A question
and answer session will be held, and handouts will be
available.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and seminars
designed to help and inform seniors and their caregivers. 

Join Us at Sunrise of Westfield
for Upcoming Events
Family and friends are welcome

Our events are open to the public, but an RSVP is requested.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

EVENT DETAILS

Family Night: Wine, Brie and Me

Thursday, April 26th at 6:00pm 
Light refreshments

Audiology Screening

Friday, May 11th at 10:00am

Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

RSVP for both events to

908-317-3030

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473


