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Courtesy of Heidi Hylan
FLOODING PARKS…Mindowaskin Park in Westfield floods Sunday from
heavy rains of the storm that clobbered the northeast this week.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR CONSTRUCTION...Cranes are hard at work last Friday in
applying new structures to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building. The work
required the building to be closed for the day.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

A resident in the 300 block of La
Grande Avenue reported that sometime
between Sunday, April 1, and Tuesday,
April 3, someone made several hun-
dred dollars worth of unauthorized pur-
chases using his credit card. The detec-
tive bureau is investigating the inci-
dent, police said.

Tuesday, April 3, Valentino Soriano,
38, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing Kenilworth warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, April 7, Dishanua R. Nix,
32, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice and hinder-
ing apprehension after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. She was issued
a summons and released.

Sunday, April 8, Ashley Adams, 19,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstand-
ing Scotch Plains and Burlington Town-
ship warrants after a motor vehicle stop.
She posted bail and was released.

Sunday, April 8, Terri A. Jackson, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on numerous
outstanding warrants from Irvington af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. She posted bail
and was released. Mailk L. Canty, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was also arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant.

Tuesday, April 10, Francia Domin-
ique, 32, of Lakewood was arrested on
an outstanding Pennsville warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
She posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, April 11, Brian E. Perry,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Sayreville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
He posted bail and was released.

Friday, April 13, Kevin R. Garron,
30, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing Madison warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, April 14, Robert Caruso,
57, of Brick was arrested on an out-
standing Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, April 14, Terrance J. Tho-
mas, 31, of Newark was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was issued a summons and released.

A resident of the 100 block of Burns
Way reported that sometime between 6
a.m. on Saturday, April 14, and 9 p.m. on
Sunday, April 15, someone broke into his
motor vehicle and removed a car stereo.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 9, a business owner

on Park Avenue reported that a former
employee removed approximately
$1,000 worth of items from the restau-
rant without permission.

Monday, April 9, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one opened a credit card in his name
without authorization and made ap-
proximately $800 in fraudulent charges.

Wednesday, April 11, a resident of
School Place reported that an individual
with whom he was formerly involved in
a relationship threatened to cause him
harm.

Friday, April 13, a resident of Front
Street reported that two unidentified
suspects rang her doorbell and asked
for an unknown person. According to
police, the suspects then walked around
her property before fleeing in a vehicle.

Saturday, April 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that while he was work-
ing out at a gym in Scotch Plains, some-
one took his jacket, which had his iPod
in the pocket, from the locker room.
The items were valued at approximately
$300, police said.

Saturday, April 14, Marvin Williams,
33, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). According to police, Williams
was stopped for a moving violation at
which time police detected a strong
odor of alcohol. Williams allegedly also
had several open containers of alcohol
in the vehicle, police said.

Mountainside
Friday, April 13, a resident of Fox

Trail reported that someone attempted
to steal her vehicle, which was parked
in her driveway. According to police,
the suspect hit the victim’s lamppost
while backing the car out of the drive-
way and fled the scene. There was vis-
ible damage to the ignition and minor
cosmetic damage to the rear of the
vehicle on the bumper, police said.

Saturday, April 14, Sanjeev R. Patel,
27, of Jersey City was arrested for al-
leged DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for failure to maintain a single
lane.

Saturday, April 14, Ajit H. Patel, 22,
of Jersey City was arrested at
Mountainside police headquarters for
driving with a suspended license while
attempting to post bail for a DWI arrest.
He was also charged with outstanding
warrants, police said.

Saturday, April 14, Adalberto Diez,
20, of Linden was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop for operating an unregistered ve-
hicle. Diez was also charged with mis-
use of an examination permit.

Westfield
Monday, April 9, an Osborne Avenue

resident reported the rear passenger
side tire on his motor vehicle was punc-
tured while the vehicle was parked in
front of the victim’s home. The dam-
aged tire was valued at $250.

Monday, April 9, a resident of the
100 block of Washington Street re-
ported that someone spray painted vari-
ous words and symbols on the retaining
wall of the property where he resides.

Tuesday, April 10, various pieces of
jewelry, including three gold rings valued
at an approximate total of $3,400, a gold
charm valued at approximately $250 and
a pair of gold cufflinks of unknown value
were reported stolen from a bedroom at a
Mohawk Trail residence. There were no
signs of forced entry, police said.

Thursday, April 12, Emily Taylor,
43, of Westfield was arrested after she
responded to Westfield police head-
quarters to satisfy an outstanding traf-
fic warrant issued by the Westfield
Municipal Court, with bail of $100.
Taylor was unable to post bail and was
held pending a court date that day.

Thursday, April 12, Clarence W. Jans,
Jr., 46, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield Municipal Court on an out-
standing Neptune Municipal Court
criminal warrant, with bail of $296. He
was released after posting bail.

Friday, April 13, Westfield High School
reported that sometime between March
30 and April 3, someone removed a Dell
GX 270 Optiplex flat screen monitor,
keyboard and mouse from the gymna-
sium office. The missing items are valued
at approximately $1,600, police said.

Friday, April 13, a Faulkner Drive
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief while
parked in his driveway. The vehicle was
defaced with scratches, police said.

Saturday, April 14, James C. Patrick,
29, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Sayreville barracks of the New Jersey
State Police on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

County Eyes $10.5-Mil. Bld.
To Replace Veneri Complex

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An architectural
firm hired by the County of Union
has presented preliminary plans for a
$9-10.5 million, three-story office
building and parking facility for 300
North Avenue. One hundred and forty
one surface parking spaces are pro-
posed, along with 11 rooftop spaces
on a small parking deck.

The facility would replace the
existing Veneri facility on North
Avenue which houses the Union
County Clerk’s annex, Rutgers Co-
operative Extension, the offices of
the Union County superintendent
of schools and the division of
weights and measures. The build-
ing site is adjacent to the newly-
built Ralph Froehlich Public Safety
Building and across the street from
the Westfield Diner.

“The existing garage building (be-
hind the Veneri building) will be de-
molished at the beginning of the
project. The existing Veneri building
will stay in operation until the end of
construction, and then be removed to
provide much needed on-site park-
ing,” according to the Mountainside-
based Musial Group.

The eastern portion of the structure
would feature a one-story portion of
the 49,149-square-foot facility, with
garages for the county sheriff’s office
and the medical examiner as well as

offices for the medical examiner and
the autopsy suite.

The center of the new building
would house the vehicle storage ga-
rage including a rooftop deck for trail-
ers and other county vehicles. Garage
bays will be featured for county po-
lice and emergency management ve-
hicles and the county’s SWAT team.

A three-story office building on
the west side of the facility would
house the Passport office of the
Union County clerk’s office and the
Union County Rape Crisis Center
on the first floor; Rutgers’ Exten-
sion on the second floor and the
county superintendent’s office, the
division of consumer affairs and
weights and measures on the third
floor.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, who heads the
Westfield town council’s public safety
committee, said the county had ini-
tially contacted Westfield about ob-
taining parking permits for county
employees on Tremont Avenue, but
the town rejected the request.

“We didn’t think it was appropriate
to have a bunch of county vehicles
parked on a residential street,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the county hopes to break
ground by early next year, with the
building to be completed by mid-
2009.

began more than a year ago using
teachers, students and parent focus
groups.

Thursday’s meeting was the last
meeting Board President Thomas Russo
and member Craig Nowlin attended as
board members. They left two Scotch
Plains seats open when neither chose to
run for re-election this year.

Parents and fellow members ap-
plauded their service. Member Linda
Nelson said Mr. Russo has been with
the board 10 years and Mr. Nowlin
seven, if one includes the year’s work
he did on committees prior to his
election six years ago. Newly-elected
board members officially join the
BOE at its annual organization meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 1.

Thanking board members and the
public, Mr. Russo said, “I’m sure Mr.
Nowlin would agree with me that it’s
been a very rewarding experience. I
wouldn’t have missed a day of it.”

The BOE also said goodbye to
Kathleen Meyer, the district’s coordi-
nator of public information. Mrs. Meyer,
who attends board meetings and sum-
marizes them for the public, opted to
retire this year. Due to budget cuts, the
district will not fill her position, and her
duties will be divided among other
school district staff members, officials
said during budget workshops in March.

indicative of the neighborhood.”
Mr. Glennon said he is “not par-

ticularly excited about making three
non-conforming lots” from Mr.
Close’s properties.

However, Mr. Zucker and board
member John Celardo said they were
not “bothered” by the proposed set-
back variances of a few feet that would
be required.

Mr. Close’s subdivision proposal
will come before the planning board
for formal consideration at a later date.
After he indicated he was looking for
some direction, board members en-
couraged Mr. Close to consider Mon-
day night’s concept hearing comments
in preparing his final proposal.

“We’re here to listen to your plan;
we don’t fix your plan to make it
work,” Mr. Celardo said.
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Scotch Plains Council
tual system itself. Some of the costs,
except for the actual system, will be
charged to the building renovation
project, while a bond ordinance to
finance the purchase of the new com-
munications and dispatch system will
be introduced either next week or at
the council’s Tuesday, May 8 meet-
ing.

The council is expected to act next
month to award a $173,800 bid to
Zenith Construction for the renova-
tion of Jerseyland Park. Mr. Atkins
said eight bids had been received, four
of which he termed “very competi-
tive.” Last week, the council approved
a $273,000-bond ordinance to finance
the park renovations, which will in-
clude field expansion, including a new
full-sized soccer field, that will be
made possible by the demolition of a
house on adjacent Richmond Street.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
would open bids next week for the
residential clean-up in June. Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover said members
of the senior citizen advisory com-
mittee had asked him about possible
discounted permit fees for seniors,
although Mayor Martin Marks said it
would probably be easier for seniors
to simply share the cost of a permit
with a neighbor, a practice the town-
ship has urged since the program was
instituted two years ago.

The council will hold a public hear-

ing on the 2007 municipal budget at
its regular meeting next Tuesday. The
$23.3-million spending plan will be
financed by a five-point, or 3.6 per-
cent, increase in the municipal tax
rate, from $1.39 per $100 of assessed
value to $1.44 per $100. Municipal
taxes on a home assessed at $121,000,
the average assessment in the town-
ship, would increase $61.

Some officials pointed out that state
legislators approved a new rule for
second questions [bonds] whereby a
60 percent voter approval will be re-
quired.

Speaking to the group of about 40
Tuesday night, District Superinten-
dent Margaret Hayes said, “Obviously
the results are still unofficial because
we have to add in the absentee ballots,
but I want to thank you all so deeply
from the bottom of my heart.

“The budget vote is huge. The bond
referendum is still tight but it looks
very, very positive. Thank you all for
your support with that and my con-
gratulations to the board candidates,
all of you obviously helped to bring
out a lot of important voters.”

Officials said they didn’t know how
many absentee ballots were filed, but
based on previous experience, board
member Donald Parisi said, “They
tend to end up the same percentages
you see. It usually doesn’t turn out to
be a wild swing in another direction.”

The Scotch Plains BOE winners,
Ms. Bauer and Mrs. Costello, attended
the gathering. Ms. Bauer said, “I’m

very gratified that the voters of Scotch
Plains elected me and I’ll do my best
to represent them.”

Referencing questions raised last
month at the candidates forum about
possible teacher contract negotiation
conflicts of interest due to her work
with teachers at William Paterson
College, she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she wouldn’t let
her feelings about teachers prevent
her from doing what’s best for the
community.

“You have to look at the data. I
mean, it can’t be all on the teachers’
side. You have to try and reach this
accommodation in the middle that’s
best for the community as a whole,”
Ms. Bauer said.

Ms. Costello said, “I think because
I’m very involved at McGinn on the
school level … I kind of feel that I’ve
done all I can at McGinn, so I need to
do a little more (with the school
board). Also, this is the first year all
my kids are in school full time so I
have a lot more time. I’m a stay-at-
home mom, and I thought this was a
good time for me to do this.”
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SP-F Budget, Bond Passes

addition, flooding caused by the storm
in the 100 block of North Chestnut
Street caused gas cans to overturn in
a basement, starting a fire. Heat and
smoke damage was reported through-
out the single-family home. One
Westfield firefighter was injured and
was treated and released from a local
hospital.

Flooding reached the first floors in
some areas including Effingham Place,
located between Prospect Street and
Clark Street, where basement furni-
ture was seen floating. Emergency
personnel warned residents not to en-
ter flooded basements due to danger
from electrical equipment and wires.

The chief said Elizabeth, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Rahway “took the
brunt of the storm.”

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said the borough’s emer-
gency services had to deal with “a lot
of flooded basements” in the borough.
He said the borough responded to 30
emergency calls during the storm, add-
ing that Charles Street was closed when
a brook overflowed its banks.

Scotch Plains Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said the township was “do-
ing fine” from the storm. He said Route
22 was closed in the township from
Sunday afternoon through the evening
hours due to flooding. He said there

was a voluntary evacuation for an apart-
ment complex but only one resident
sought shelter.

He said the driveway to the com-
plex “always floods out,” even during
a “minor” storm.

“We’ve had officers out. If we see
something (flooding), we block it off,”
Lt. Donnelly said.

Mr. D’Elia said most county parks
were closed including Nomahegan in
Cranford, where a tree fell across
Springfield Avenue near Union
County College. A pond overflowed
and flooded the park.

A portion of a road collapsed at
Hazelwood Avenue and Main Street in
Rahway, caused by a collapsed storm
sewer. Flooding also was reported at
Rahway City Hall, Mr. D’Elia said.

A 12-unit apartment building on
Morris Avenue in Springfield was
evacuated. Morris Avenue, also known
as Route 82, was partially closed due
to flooding. Route 22 was closed in
Springfield, as was Bonnie Burn Road
at Route 78 in Scotch Plains.

The county spokesman said Roselle
Park was hit especially hard, with
homes evacuated on numerous streets
along with a 35-unit apartment com-
plex. Union Township also saw a num-
ber of road closings due to overflow-
ing streams.

May 2007 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday, May 28 in observance of Memorial Day  

ADULT PROGRAMS
May 1  10:00 AM Travel, Travel, Travel 
May 1 7:15 - 8:45 PM Course: “Organizing for the Overwhelmed” 
May 2     10:00 AM Genealogy Online 
May 2 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Unfaithfully Yours” 
May 4 1:30 PM TGIF: Leonardo Da Vinci 
May 7 7:00 PM                Great Decisions 2007 - Middle East 
May 8 10:00 AM New! Homework 911  
May 9 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Lady Eve” 
May 10 7:00 PM Performance: Big Band Sounds  
May 11 1:30 PM TGIF: Katharine Hepburn 
May 15 2 & 6:30 PM Film: Intimate Stories 
May 16 2 & 7:00 PM           Film: “The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” 
May 17 10:00 AM New! Beyond Google 
May 18 1:30 PM TGIF: Niagara Falls 
May 22 7:00 PM New! Microsoft Word 
May 23 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Palm Beach Story” 
May 25 1:30 PM TGIF: Classic movie week 
May 30 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Sullivan’s Travels” 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
May 1, 8 & 15        1:30 PM              Preschool Storytime 
        Or 
May 3, 10 & 17  10:00 AM 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30      10:00 AM      Toddler Time 
May 3 & 10          3:45 PM               Story Stew 
May 5, 12 & 19  10:00 AM  Mother Goose 
May 7 & 14       10:00 AM   Tots’ Storytime 
May 14 & 18  3:45 PM  Readers’ Theatre 
May 5, 12, 19 & 26  10:00 AM     Chess 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 
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Garwood Defeats Budget;
Picks New BOE Members

BY KATHY MARQUES
 Specially written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – On Tuesday, voters
defeated the board of education’s bud-
get proposal and selected two new
board members, John Sullivan and
Sandro Villaraut. Incumbent Lisa
Marano was reelected.

Voters defeated the BOE budget
proposal with a tally of 292 votes
against and 176 in favor. Unofficial
voter turnout was approximately 19
percent. The school budget will now
go to the borough council for delib-
eration.

Of the three school board members
elected, Mr. Sullivan was the lead
vote getter with 289, followed by
Mrs. Marano with 284 and Mr.
Villaraut with 236.

One resident present at the vote count
quipped, “Back to the drawing board.”

Incumbents Linda Koenig and
Debbie Courtney were defeated in
their quest for reelection, receiving
228 and 119 votes, respectively. Chal-
lenger Chris LaSpina also was unsuc-

cessful, receiving 173 votes.
Newly-elected Mr. Sullivan and Mr.

Villaraut expressed relief that the elec-
tion process was over and how they
looked forward to getting started as
members of the school board.

Chris LaSpina said he was “tired;
I’ve been up since 6 a.m. But I wish
them all good luck.” Ms. Marano was
happy to be re-elected and looked
forward “to working alongside John
and Sandro.”

Mrs. Koenig, who was present at
borough hall after the votes were
counted, said she would not run again
next year. “That’s it,” she said. She
wished the newly-elected board mem-
bers “good luck.”

Several residents and BOE mem-
bers congratulated Mrs. Koenig on a
good campaign and thanked her for
all her hard work. She served 15 years
in the education system and was
Garwood’s liaison to the Clark BOE
over the last three years.

Mrs. Courtney was not present for
comment following the election results.
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Nor’easter Causes Flooding
Of Homes, Roads in Region

School Budget Passes in MS;
Voting Low at 14.5 Percent

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Residents of
Mountainside voted in favor of the
$11,694,735 tax levy for the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2007-2008 school budget
– $14,953,887 – or according to the
administration, “Appropriations in
multiple funds due to transfers” sub-
tracted $388,135, which brings the
total base budget to $14,565,752.

The budget breaks down into the
General Fund, $14,387,862; Special
Revenue Fund, $177,890, and Debt
Service Fund, $388,135.

Three incumbents were voted back
onto the board of education (BOE) in
an uncontested race for three-year
terms. Gene Nagel, who received 375
votes, and Carmine Venes, who gar-
nered 384 votes, will begin their sec-
ond terms. Raymond Haggar, who
received 373 votes, will begin his
third term.

Residents voted two to one in favor
of the budget, with 385 “yes” votes
and 194 “no” votes.

Voter turnout was about 14.5 per-
cent. Borough Clerk Martha DeJesus
said there are about 4,000 registered
voters in Mountainside, and 582 votes
were cast.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley said residents “re-
sponded to the quality of education
they’re receiving.”

School Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin said the com-
munity “respects the judiciousness of
good financial management.”

As for the uncontested BOE race,
Mr. O’Malley said it seemed to be the
trend this year in Mountainside and
neighboring districts.

The school tax will increase
$418,302, or 3.7 percent, over last
year. According to officials, school
tax will increase $141 for the average

homeowner, based on average home
assessments from the borough.

Most of the increase is attributed to
a tuition hike of $793,508, or 5 per-
cent, for Mountainside students at-
tending Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights.

The tax levy funds about 84 percent
of the budget. Dissolution money re-
ceived when the regional district dis-
banded supports 8.2 percent of the bud-
get. State aid funds another 4.7 percent,
while the remainder is funded by mis-
cellaneous revenue and fund balance.

During recent public hearings re-
garding the budget, Mr. McLaughlin
said the current administration is cor-
recting budget challenges from 2005.

He said the administration in 2005
used dissolution monies to “pay the
bills” at the time, which caused a
“gap in funding current operations.”

Through FY 2007-2008, the dis-
trict will have “closed the gap” by 37
percent, or $675,496, according to
Mr. McLaughlin.

The FY 2007-2008 budget will have
“only $1,149,926 in dissolution funds
available to pay current operating
expenses,” according to the budget
presentation.

The largest piece of the operating
budget – 45 percent, or $6.3 million –
supports employee salaries.

Twenty-four percent, or $3.4 mil-
lion, supports GLHS tuition.

About 11 percent, or $1.6 million,
supports employee benefits – a de-
crease from the current budget.

Special education, transportation,
utilities, instructional support and ser-
vices, insurance and telecommunica-
tion, facilities and tuition for voca-
tional technology (vo-tech) educa-
tion make up the rest of the budget.

The BOE will meet on Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in the Beechwood School
Media Center.

FAA Sets Final Hearing
On Air Space Redesign

AREA – The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) will hold its final
public meeting on the proposed New
York, New Jersey and Philadelphia
Airspace Redesign.

The hearing will take place Wednes-
day, April 25, at the Sheraton Newark
Airport Hotel, located at 128 Front-
age Road in Newark. The hearing
will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Dennis Hardie of Scotch Plains,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Air-
craft Noise Committee Inc., said the
deadline for public comments to be
submitted to the FAA on the redesign
is Friday, May 11.


