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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
BASEBALL, HOT DOGS AND APPLE PIE…The annual Mountainside Youth
Baseball parade last Saturday proceeds down Woodvalley Road to the ball fields
for the 54th season opening day festivities. Coaches Cornell Hess, Mike Schneider,
Arthur Mezzo and Jorge Batista are pictured marching with their American
League team.

Courtesy of Jim Naugle
WATERS ROAR...The stream at Bookside Park in Scotch Plains turns into a
raging river and floods the area from the huge storm of Sunday and Monday.

Erratum
In a front-page story in last week’s

Westfield Leader, biographical infor-
mation on Westfield Town Council
candidate Lenore Scurry was acci-
dentally omitted from the article.

Ms. Scurry, the Democratic fourth-
ward candidate, has lived in Westfield
for more than 60 years. A graduate of
Westfield High School and the Fash-
ion Institute of Technology, she re-
tired from an executive position with
Macy’s New York after 25 years.

The candidate has participated on
the Westfield Public Schools’ Strate-
gic Action Plan Committee and vol-
unteered as a local youth mentor. As
the “on-air” chairwoman of the Lou
Rawls Telethon for the United Negro
College Fund, she helped raise mil-
lions of dollars to provide educa-
tional opportunities.

She is treasurer of the Union County
Women’s Political Caucus and serves
on the board of Soroptimist Interna-
tional of America, a professional or-
ganization for businesswomen.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, April 9, an Osborne Avenue
resident reported the rear passenger side
tire on his motor vehicle was punctured
while the vehicle was parked in front of
the victim’s home. The damaged tire was
valued at $250.

Monday, April 9, a resident of the 100
block of Washington Street reported that
someone spray painted various words and
symbols on the retaining wall of the prop-
erty where he resides.

Tuesday, April 10, various pieces of
jewelry, including three gold rings val-
ued at an approximate total of $3,400, a
gold charm valued at approximately $250
and a pair of gold cufflinks of unknown
value were reported stolen from a bed-
room at a Mohawk Trail residence. There
were no signs of forced entry, police said.

Thursday, April 12, Emily Taylor, 43,
of Westfield was arrested after she re-
sponded to Westfield police headquarters
to satisfy an outstanding traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court,
with bail of $100. Taylor was unable to
post bail and was held pending a court
date that day.

Thursday, April 12, Clarence W. Jans,
Jr., 46, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield Municipal Court on an out-
standing Neptune Municipal Court crimi-
nal warrant, with bail of $296. He was
released after posting bail.

Friday, April 13, Westfield High School
reported that sometime between March
30 and April 3, someone removed a Dell
GX 270 Optiplex flat screen monitor,
keyboard and mouse from the gymna-
sium office. The missing items are valued
at approximately $1,600, police said.

Friday, April 13, a Faulkner Drive resi-
dent reported that his motor vehicle was
the target of criminal mischief while
parked in his driveway. The vehicle was
defaced with scratches, police said.

Saturday, April 14, James C. Patrick,
29, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Sayreville barracks of the New Jersey
State Police on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

Fanwood
A resident in the 300 block of La Grande

Avenue reported that sometime between
Sunday, April 1, and Tuesday, April 3
someone made several hundred dollars
worth of unauthorized purchases using
his credit card. The detective bureau is
investigating the incident, police said.

Tuesday, April 3, Valentino Soriano,
38, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing Kenilworth warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, April 7, Dishanua R. Nix,
32, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice and hindering
apprehension after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She was issued a sum-
mons and released.

Sunday, April 8, Ashley Adams, 19, of
Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
Scotch Plains and Burlington Township
warrants after a motor vehicle stop. She
posted bail and was released.

Sunday, April 8, Terri A. Jackson, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on numerous
outstanding warrants from Irvington af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. She posted bail
and was released. Mailk L. Canty, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was also arrested
for an outstanding Elizabeth warrant.

Tuesday, April 10, Francia Domin-
ique, 32, of Lakewood was arrested on an
outstanding Pennsville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. She
posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, April 11, Brian E. Perry,

43, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Sayreville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. He
posted bail and was released.

Friday, April 13, Kevin R. Garron, 30,
of Edison was arrested on an outstanding
Madison warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, April 14, Robert Caruso, 57,
of Brick was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, April 14, Terrance J. Tho-
mas, 31, of Newark was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
was issued a summons and released.

A resident of the 100 block Burns Way
reported that sometime between 6 a.m. on
Saturday, April 14, and 9 p.m. on Sunday,
April 15, someone broke into his motor
vehicle and removed a car stereo.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 9, a business owner on

Park Avenue reported that a former em-
ployee removed approximately $1,000
worth of items from the restaurant with-
out permission.

Monday, April 9, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one opened a credit card in his name
without authorization and made approxi-
mately $800 in fraudulent charges.

Wednesday, April 11, a resident of
School Place reported that an individual
with whom he was formerly involved in a
relationship threatened to cause him harm.

Friday, April 13, a resident of Front
Street reported that two unidentified sus-
pects rang her doorbell and asked for an
unknown person. According to police,
the suspects then walked around her prop-
erty before fleeing in a vehicle.

Saturday, April 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that while he was working
out at a gym in Scotch Plains someone
took his jacket, which had his iPod in the
pocket, from the locker room. The items
were valued at approximately $300, po-
lice said.

Saturday, April 14, Marvin Williams,
33, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI). According to police, Williams
was stopped for a moving violation at
which time police detected a strong odor
of alcohol. Williams also had several
open containers of alcohol in the vehicle,
police said.

Mountainside
Friday, April 13, a resident of Fox Trail

reported that someone attempted to steal
her vehicle, which was parked in her
driveway. According to police, the sus-
pect hit the victim’s lamppost while back-
ing the car out of the driveway and fled
the scene. There was visible damage to
the ignition and minor cosmetic damage
to the rear of the vehicle on the bumper,
police said.

Saturday, April 14, Sanjeev R. Patel,
27, of Jersey City was arrested for DWI
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a single lane.

Saturday, April 14, Ajit H. Patel, 22, of
Jersey City was arrested at Mountainside
police headquarters for driving with a
suspended license while attempting to
post bail for a DWI arrest. He was also
charged with outstanding warrants, po-
lice said.

Saturday, April 14, Adalberto Diez,
20, of Linden was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop for an unregistered vehicle. Diez
was also charged with misuse of an
examination permit.

MS Council Introduces
$10 Mil. Municipal Budget

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
borough’s $10 million 2007 munici-
pal budget was introduced at Tuesday
night’s council meeting. A hearing on
the municipal budget, which repre-
sents a 5.3 percent increase over last
year, is scheduled for Tuesday, May
15, at 8 p.m.

The proposed $5.8-million tax levy
would increase taxes on the average
assessed home in the borough, at
$48,375, between $153 and $170.

In other business, two trucks were
authorized for purchase under state
contract. A contract of just under
$60,000 for resurfacing tennis
courts was awarded to DiMilia, Inc.
Additionally, an ordinance appro-
priating $127,500 for bonds to im-
prove recreation facilities passed

on second reading.
Mayor Robert Viglianti and the

council honored Mountainside’s fifth
and sixth grade traveling basketball
team by reading a proclamation com-
mending the team.

Mayor Viglianti thanked coach John
Amalfe and other coaches for their
efforts, saying they “do it not for
money, but for love” of the sport.

The proclamation recognized the
team for its 9-2 regular season record
and 3-1 playoff record, where the
team’s season ended with its appear-
ance in the Garden State Basketball
League’s championship game.

The team consisted of Stephen
Amalfe, Jensen Butler, Christopher
Cardone, Cameron DeFronzo, Mat-
thew Doyle, Christopher Foley, Tho-
mas Haydanek, Joseph Iorio, Ryan
Quinn and Gerald Viscuglia.

manning.”
The letter goes on to state that

“Contrary to the comments of Chief
Kelly, proper manning can avoid in-
juries and reduce absences from work
due to such injuries.” See the letter in
full on goleader.com/features.

The White Paper Committee, in the
person of Pam Wiaczek, gave a pre-
sentation Tuesday, culminating the
first two phases of recommendations
aimed at increasing efficiency and
communication at the Department of
Public Works (DPW).

In response to White Paper recom-
mendations, DPW has added a town
planner, Judith Thornton, who handles
larger projects dealing with growth in
the town. The department has also
increased the role of Claude Schaffer,
DPW superintendent, calling for him
to report directly to Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea.

Ms. Wiaczek said that in the future
there would be a full redesign of the
DPW building on North Avenue. In
addition, DPW workers would un-
dergo formalized customer-service
training, a new telephone system
would be created and a Qualcom sys-

tem installed. She added that, in the
future, the DPW divisions might un-
dergo name changes.

Bob Nehring, on behalf of WeCare,
spoke on alternatives to teardowns.
He invited the council and residents
to attend the WeCare booth at Spring
Fling next Sunday.

The council began its session by
presenting proclamations to the col-
lege woman’s club and a veteran pub-
lic works worker.

The club, which was founded 90
years ago with a charter membership
of 36 female college graduates,
awards scholarships to young women
in the Westfield area.

Yesterday, April 18, marked 50
years on the job for Bill Moore, Sr. at
DPW. The council lauded Mr. Moore,
who was joined by his family and a
DPW contingent that cheered on its
longtime co-worker.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca an-
nounced that Fourth Ward Council-
man Jim Foerst, who was absent Tues-
day, earned a “new title” – father.

Mr. Foerst’s wife, Cara, gave birth
to a son, James Michael Foerst, Jr., on
Tuesday at Overlook Hospital.
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State FMBA President
Addresses Staffing Levels

Parade Starts Mountainside
2007 Youth Baseball Season

By LINDA CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Youth Baseball Asso-
ciation starts the 2007 season with
more than 300 boys to play for 22
baseball teams and more than 200
girls to play softball in the borough.
According to Bill Giannone, vice
president for the organization, close
to 125 coaches will assist.

The annual Mountainside Youth
Baseball parade last Saturday sported
a lineup of classic cars, including a
1969 Camaro and Chevy Nova II,
which were on display throughout
the day near the fields. Mayor Robert
Vigilanti and “Mountainside’s Fin-
est” led the way down Woodvalley
Road to the fields at the Deerfield
Middle School, where the 54th sea-
son of opening day festivities began.

WF Planning Board
Approves Surgent’s Plan

By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s plan-
ning board, Monday night approved
the final major site plan from J&K
Development for an addition to
Surgent’s Elite School of Gymnas-
tics on South Avenue East. The board
also approved a minor subdivision to
property owner Thomas Hedden of
306 North Scotch Plains Avenue, di-
viding a single building lot into two
lots for homes.

Applicant James Surgent, owner of
the facility since 1999, will add a
4,200-square-foot addition to the rear
of the existing building to accommo-
date a cheerleading instruction cen-
ter and possible expansion of gym-
nastic related programs.

In regards to the possibility of traf-
fic conflict with the increase of busi-
ness, Mr. Surgent said he has never
encountered any parking problems
since most parents utilize their
children’s hour-long lesson to run
errands.

Gregory Reddington of North
Chestnut Street said his children have
been attending the facility for the last
five or six years and the present park-
ing situation “works very well.”

Mr. Reddington, the applicant’s
engineer, agreed to adhere to the rec-
ommendation by planning board
member, Robert Newell, to change
from a 175-watt bulb versus the pro-
posed 400-watt bulb for illumination
of parking areas.

In the future, Mr. Surgent said he
would like to do the entire facility in
brick to conform to the front of the
building.

Applicant Mr. Hedden said he ac-
quired the property on North Scotch
Plains Avenue in July of 2006, when
at that time he discovered the existing
home contained four fully function-
ing kitchens and was illegally being
used to house four independent living
quarters.

The plans for the subdivision would
split the lots virtually in half to accom-
modate the construction of two new
homes, one of which will be for sale.

Neighbor, Turney Singhbaba of
Scotch Plains Avenue voiced his dis-
approval for the proposal and said,
“they’re putting a house wherever we
can squeeze them.”

When questioned why he is choos-
ing to erect two homes instead of one
larger home as preferred by his neigh-
bor, Mr. Hedden said the other alter-
native is not cost effective, and he is
attempting to better match the char-

acter of the neighborhood.
The home is located in the RS6

zone for single-family residents and
is currently only one of two remain-
ing two-family homes.

Mr. Hedden raised concern with
several board members when he men-
tioned three new homes have been
built in the neighborhood, and that he
would like to construct homes that
are identical in style and architecture.

“We don’t want to see a house that
looks exactly like the one across the
street,” said board member Vincent
Wilt. The applicant told board mem-
bers his plans are only tentative.

Board member Lori Duffy said the
town’s tree preservation committee
reviewed the plans and was in agree-
ment with the decision to remove
several trees that were in poor condi-
tion provided that additional trees
were planted.

“We will have no objection to plant-
ing trees wherever the tree preserva-
tion committee suggests,” said attor-
ney John Schmidt, representing the
applicant.

The applicant’s planner, Peter
Stecke, said elimination of the two-
family use of the home would pre-
serve the suburban look of the neigh-
borhood.

The board granted approval with
specific conditions that each new
home must be re-presented to the
board’s site plan review committee.

Board member and Town Council-
man James Foerst “respectfully” op-
posed the plan, citing the recently
changed town ordinance on corner
lots as one that must be enforced.

Mountainside Police Captain Ri-
chard Osieja said the borough’s emer-
gency services had to deal with “a lot
of flooded basements” in the bor-
ough. He said the borough responded
to 30 emergency calls during the
storm, adding that Charles Street was
closed when a brook overflowed its
banks.

Scotch Plains Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said the township was “do-
ing fine” from the storm. He said
Route 22 was closed in the township
from Sunday afternoon through the
evening hours due to flooding. He
said there was a voluntary evacuation
for an apartment complex but only
one resident sought shelter.

He said the driveway to the com-
plex “always floods out,” even during
a “minor” storm.

“We’ve had officers out. If we see
something (flooding), we block it off,”
Lt. Donnelly said.

Mr. D’Elia said most county parks

were closed including Nomahegan in
Cranford, where a tree fell across
Springfield Avenue near Union
County College. A pond overflowed
and flooded the park.

A portion of a road collapsed at
Hazelwood Avenue and Main Street
in Rahway, caused by a collapsed
storm sewer. Flooding also was re-
ported at Rahway City Hall, Mr.
D’Elia said.

A 12-unit apartment building on
Morris Avenue in Springfield was
evacuated. Morris Avenue, also known
as Route 82, was partially closed due
to flooding. Route 22 was closed in
Springfield, as was Bonnie Burn Road
at Route 78 in Scotch Plains.

The county spokesman said
Roselle Park was hit hard, with
homes evacuated on numerous streets
along with a 35-unit apartment com-
plex. Union Township also saw a
number of road closings due to over-
flowing streams.
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Nor’easter Causes Flooding
Of Roads, Homes In Region

Mrs. Koenig, who was present at
borough hall after the votes were
counted, said she would not run again
next year. “That’s it,” she said. She
wished the newly-elected board mem-
bers “good luck.”

Several residents and BOE mem-
bers congratulated Mrs. Koenig on a
“good campaign” and thanked her for
all her “hard work.” She served 15
years in the education system and
was Garwood’s liaison to the Clark
Board of Education over the last three
years. Garwood’s teenagers attend
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Garwood.

Mrs. Courtney was not present
for comment following the election
results.
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“gap in funding current operations.”
Through FY 2007-2008, the dis-

trict will have “closed the gap” by 37
percent, or $675,496, according to
Mr. McLaughlin.

The FY 2007-2008 budget will have
“only $1,149,926 in dissolution funds
available to pay current operating
expenses,” according to the budget
presentation.

The largest piece of the operating
budget – 45 percent, or $6.3 million –
supports employee salaries.

Twenty-four percent, or $3.4 mil-
lion, supports GLHS tuition.

About 11 percent, or $1.6 million,
supports employee benefits – a de-
crease from the current budget.

Special education, transportation,
utilities, instructional support and
services, insurance and telecommu-
nication, facilities and tuition for vo-
cational technology (vo-tech) educa-
tion make up the rest of the budget.

The BOE will meet on Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in the Beechwood School
Media Center.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
ABANDONED...A vehicle is abandoned and disabled in rising flood waters
Sunday night on Tussel Lane at Riverside Village in Scotch Plains. County
emergency officials offered to evacuate those in the apartment complex and one
resident accepted the aid.

May 2007 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday, May 28 in observance of Memorial Day  

ADULT PROGRAMS
May 1  10:00 AM Travel, Travel, Travel 
May 1 7:15 - 8:45 PM Course: “Organizing for the Overwhelmed” 
May 2     10:00 AM Genealogy Online 
May 2 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Unfaithfully Yours” 
May 4 1:30 PM TGIF: Leonardo Da Vinci 
May 7 7:00 PM                Great Decisions 2007 - Middle East 
May 8 10:00 AM New! Homework 911  
May 9 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Lady Eve” 
May 10 7:00 PM Performance: Big Band Sounds  
May 11 1:30 PM TGIF: Katharine Hepburn 
May 15 2 & 6:30 PM Film: Intimate Stories 
May 16 2 & 7:00 PM           Film: “The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” 
May 17 10:00 AM New! Beyond Google 
May 18 1:30 PM TGIF: Niagara Falls 
May 22 7:00 PM New! Microsoft Word 
May 23 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Palm Beach Story” 
May 25 1:30 PM TGIF: Classic movie week 
May 30 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Sullivan’s Travels” 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
May 1, 8 & 15        1:30 PM              Preschool Storytime 
        Or 
May 3, 10 & 17  10:00 AM 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30      10:00 AM      Toddler Time 
May 3 & 10          3:45 PM               Story Stew 
May 5, 12 & 19  10:00 AM  Mother Goose 
May 7 & 14       10:00 AM   Tots’ Storytime 
May 14 & 18  3:45 PM  Readers’ Theatre 
May 5, 12, 19 & 26  10:00 AM     Chess 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

FAA Sets Final Hearing
On Air Space Redesign

AREA – The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) will hold its final
public meeting on the proposed New
York, New Jersey and Philadelphia
Airspace Redesign.

The hearing will take place Wednes-

day, April 25, at the Sheraton Newark
Airport Hotel, located at 128 Front-
age Road in Newark. The hearing
will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Dennis Hardie of Scotch Plains,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Air-
craft Noise Committee Inc., said the
deadline for public comments to be
submitted to the FAA on the redesign
is Friday, May 11.
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Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY…Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, left, congratulates
Bill Moore, Sr. for 50 years of work at the Department of Public Works. Wife
Mary Jane, along with youngster Michael William Glagola, daughter Laurie and
son Wiliam Moore, Jr. join Mr. Moore on the dais.


