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From the Office of Theodore Romankow
Union County Prosecutor

Prosecutor’s Corner Superintendent’s Journal:
Budget Vote on April 17

COUNTY – Enrique Coropuna
Huaman will appear in Union County
Superior Court on April 30 almost
15 years after the crimes he is ac-
cused of committing, the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office has an-
nounced. Huaman faces robbery, at-
tempted murder and weapons
charges for shooting a Linden police
officer in 1992 after robbing a Lin-
den jewelry store.

Huaman arrived at Newark Liberty
International Airport on a non-stop
flight from his native Lima, Peru.
With him was Linden Detective Frank
Leporino, who has dogged Huaman’s
steps since he was assigned the case
more than 14 years ago, according to
the prosecutor’s office.

“Not a day has gone by that I
haven’t thought about catching this
man. Now that he is back on U.S.
soil where he will face justice, I can
take down the ‘wanted’ poster that’s
been hanging over my desk for 14
years,” Det. Leporino said.

Huaman was one of Union
County’s most wanted criminals for
the shooting of 28-year-old Linden
Police Officer Alvaro Goncalves in
1992. According to authorities,
Goncalves responded to a silent
alarm from the Kornspan Jewelry
Co. in Linden shortly after 4 p.m. on
November 11. Three men and a
woman had robbed the jewelry store,
terrorized the employees and were
making their get-away when
Goncalves confronted them, authori-
ties said.

Huaman has been charged with
shooting Goncalves point-blank in
the chest as the four fled. Goncalves
was wearing his bullet-proof vest
and survived the shooting with mi-
nor injuries.

Two of the robbers were appre-
hended the same day — Marco
Crespo and Antonio Molina, both of
Queens. Both were prosecuted.
Crespo received a 25-year sentence,
while Molina served nine years be-
fore being released on parole, ac-
cording to the prosecutor’s office. A
third person involved in the robbery,
Mikaela Contrado of New York, was
arrested in July of 1994 and is serv-
ing a 30-year term.

In June 2003, the prosecutor’s of-
fice said they received confirmation
that Huaman was in custody in Peru.
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow got personally involved
in Huaman’s extradition from Peru.

“This demonstrates how local law
enforcement and county prosecutors’
offices can work with federal agen-

Fugitive Who Shot Cop In

’92 Extradited From Peru

cies and foreign governments to suc-
cessfully return criminals to face
charges in New Jersey. This has been
a long, protracted effort to bring
Huaman to justice. Needless to say,
we will prosecute this case vigor-
ously,” he said.

According to Union County As-
sistant Prosecutor Bruce Holmes, the
cooperation of the Peruvian govern-
ment made the extradition move
smoothly.

John Beasely of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice called the extradition
“one of the first surrenders under a
2001 extradition treaty signed be-
tween the United States and Peru for
the purpose of trial and sentencing.”

For his part, Al Goncalves, now a
detective and still with the Linden
Police Department, is ready to put it
behind him. “It’s been almost 15
years. This provides closure — not
just for me — but for my family as
well.”

Ignoring Probation
Results in Jail Time

Forty-seven year old William Yuhas
of Elizabeth was sentenced last Thurs-
day to four years in prison for violat-
ing his probation.

State Superior Court Judge Joseph
Donohue placed Yuhas on probation
for three years in February 2006 after
he pled guilty to possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose.
According to Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Colleen Ruppert, the
charge resulted from a drunken ram-
page that the defendant initiated in
his own home on Inslee Place.

“Yuhas used a baseball bat to smash
items in the house and threaten other
residents,” she said. “Judge Donohue
gave him an opportunity to stay out of
jail. All he had to do was report to his
probation officer on a regular basis,
submit to drug and alcohol testing,
provide proof that he was employed
and remain arrest-free. He did none
of those things,” Ruppert stated.

According to Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow, viola-
tions of probationary sentences are to
be taken seriously. “When a defen-
dant is placed on probation, it is a
golden opportunity for that person to
show the courts that he or she is
worthy of staying out of jail. When
the defendant blatantly defies his pro-
bation officer, he might as well be
asking for jail time.”

Yuhas has a criminal history of
seven felonies, including robbery,
fraud, aggravated assault and drug
offenses, according to the prosecutor’s
office.

County Moves Child Safety
Inspection to Cranford

By Margaret Hayes,
Superintendent of Schools

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS –Quality edu-
cation matters in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, and I am pleased that our
2007-2008 school budget supports
the rigorous expectations that our
communities have for our schools.

The budget includes additional
teaching positions to maintain effec-
tive class sizes, particularly in the
lower grades. These costs have been
balanced with other reductions so that
our budget meets recently enacted
state mandated constraints.

While the current restrictions on
revenue increases necessitated diffi-
cult choices, our programs remain
strong, and with your support, we
will continue to provide the well-
rounded education that our students
deserve.

The annual school election will
take place on Tuesday, April 17, and
it is important for residents to be-
come familiar with the budget infor-
mation so that they can cast an in-
formed vote on Election Day. Resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will soon receive the district’s news-
letter, Perspective, in the mail.

Budget presentations have taken
place in all eight of our schools and at
the Scotch Plains Library. The
Fanwood Library will host a budget
program on Saturday, April 14, at 10
a.m., and I look forward to meeting
with citizens and answering your
questions about the budget. You may
also call our Budget Hotline at (908)
889-9665.

The board of education initially
developed a first draft of the budget
using the state cap on spending, as
had been done for many years. How-
ever, new state legislation signed into
law on April 4 requires that school
district budgets, even if they are un-
der the spending cap, are now held to
a 4-percent property tax levy restric-
tion.

The result is that our 2007-2008
budget has a revenue cap, rather than
a spending cap. This revenue cap has
hit our district and many others very
hard.

Although our first budget draft was
under cap, with the new regulations,
the SP-F board eventually had to cut
nearly $1.9 million from the pro-
posed budget.

These cuts have been made in pro-
posed spending, as well as in current
programs. With recommendations
from the administration, the board
spread reductions across district op-
erations, impacting as little as pos-
sible on our students and classroom
instruction.

Within the proposed budget, we

will continue to focus on student learn-
ing; maintain current class size ranges;
add five new positions for growing
enrollment; purchase new texts, in-
structional materials and equipment;
support our sports, music and co-
curricular programs; meet state and
federal mandates and contractual ob-
ligations; and continue a strong pro-
fessional development program.

In addition to voting on the school
budget and electing the candidates
for the board of education, citizens
will also be voting on a special bond
referendum for turf fields and track
replacement.

It is important to note that this
proposed bond is outside the 4-per-
cent budget cap, which means it takes
nothing away from the allowable bud-
get spending. The turf field proposal
will help future budgets because the
school budget has not been able to
provide the maintenance that is
needed to keep the fields in good
shape for the heavy use they receive.

We are fortunate to have funding
offered by community groups to help
us pay for this improvement. With
their help, this field improvement will
never be as affordable as it is now.

The board believes that the pro-
posed budget balances the needs of
the district’s students and the inter-
ests of local taxpayers. The 5,466
students in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public schools are counting
on all registered voters to become
informed about the budget and to cast
their ballots on April 17.

WESTFIELD – Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski an-
nounced that the Union County Child
Safety Inspection Station has moved
to the former Shade Tree Division at
151 Kenilworth Boulevard, near
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. The
hours of operation will remain the
same, Wednesday and Thursday from
7 to 10:30 a.m.

“This is an invaluable service. It is
estimated that 85 percent of all child
safety seats are installed incorrectly,”
said Ms. Kowalski. “The child safety
seat program teaches parents how to
properly install your child’s car seat.
In some instances the county will
provide a new seat to replace an old,
unsafe one.”

Response to this program has been
overwhelmingly positive. Parents of-
ten write to praise the program. Re-
cently one parent wrote: “I was ex-
tremely pleased with the service and
have recommended it to everyone. I
hope you will continue to offer this
wonderful program and ensure that
parents are making their kids as safe
as possible in the car.”

Union County initiated the child
safety seat program in 1998 with the
NJ Division of Highway Traffic
Safety. This initiative was established
in Union County to focus on the
importance of motor vehicle passen-
ger safety, especially involving in-
fants and small children.

“The move has allowed the pro-
gram to operate in a more centrally
located position in Union County,”
said Dan Vaniska, Union County Po-
lice Chief. “It is hoped that our new
central location will enhance par-
ticipation by making the service more
accessible to all communities in
Union County.”

The program has run over 8 years
and is distinguished as one of the
most successful child safety seat pro-
grams in the State of New Jersey.
Since the inception of this county-
wide public safety program, more
than 35,000 child safety seat inspec-
tions have been conducted by the
county police.

For more information about the
Child Safety Seat Inspection, con-
tact Captain Jeff Foulks at (908)
276-3658 or program coordinator
Christine Marcantonio at (908) 789-
6830.

PERFECTION…The eight Westfield High School seniors include, from left to
right, seated: Benjamin Maimon (Math 2); Arielle Smelkinson (Literature 2);
Jaiming Guan (Critical Reading); Matthew Renart (Critical Reading); and
standing: Matan Shavit (Math 2); Kate Kovalenko (Critical Reading, Writing,
and Math 2); William Harbaugh (Math), and Josh Wasserman (Math).

8 WHS Seniors Score
Perfect 800 on SAT
WESTFIELD – the College

Board has notified Dennis Fyffe,
interim principal of Westfield
High School, that eight seniors
have scored a perfect 800 on
SAT1 or SAT2 tests administered
in October and November 2006.

Approximately one-half of 1
percent of the more than 1.4 mil-
lion students taking the SAT
score a perfect 800.

In congratulating the students,
Mr. Fyffe wrote, “I would like to
commend you for this outstand-
ing achievement. It speaks vol-
umes about your abilities and
your commitment to your edu-
cation.” Garwood VFW to Hold

Flea Market Saturday
GARWOOD – VFW Post 6807 of

Garwood–Westfield and the ladies
auxiliary will hold a flea market on
April 14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Post home at 221 South Avenue in
Garwood. New and used items and
crafts will be sold.

A kitchen will be available for ven-
dors. Additional vendors are welcome
at a cost of $20 per space or $25 if
electricity is required.

For additional information, call
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.
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