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NJCAP Honors Esmerado
For Work to Fight Child Abuse

COUNTY – The New Jersey Child
Assault Prevention (NJCAP) task
force has honored Assistant Prosecu-
tor John Esmerado, a 16-year veteran
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, for his contributions to pre-
venting child abuse.

NJCAP works with child-welfare
organizations and the public toward
the prevention of child abuse and
neglect. It presents the “CAP” awards
biannually to those “who have made
the prevention of child abuse a prior-
ity in their lives.”

In 1999, Mr. Esmerado had worked
as an assistant prosecutor in Union
County for eight years when he was
asked to move to a unit that special-

ized in child and adult sexual as-
saults.

Because the number of cases grew
over the years, the child-abuse crimes
were eventually placed in a separate
unit. By 2003, he was running the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office’s
new child-abuse unit. Today, he still
runs the unit, which has grown from a
staff of 11 at its inception to 16 assis-
tant prosecutors, detectives, clerical
staff, a social worker and a therapist.

“Moving children from darkness to
light is an act that deeply pierces your
heart and fuels your resolve to be an
advocate. In every one of the 35 sexual-
abuse trials I’ve handled, the child is
always my teacher,” he said.

He recently authored a $500,000
grant, which was submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Children and
Families for seed money to build a new
child advocacy center in Union County.
This year, the department awarded the
money, which will be used to begin
construction on a state-of-the-art, inte-
grated facility to cater to child victims
of physical and sexual assault. The new
Child Advocacy Center will house spe-
cially trained prosecutors and detec-
tives, workers from the Division of
Youth and Family Services, psycholo-
gists and other medical personnel.

Mr. Esmerado has been an active
member of the New Jersey Task Force
on Child Abuse and Neglect for the
past seven years and, as such, has
been pursuing the adoption of a Bill
of Rights for Children in New Jersey.

He also serves on the Essex Metro
Child Fatality Review Board, which
seeks to improve law enforcement,
medical and child protective services
responses to children in crises.

A graduate of Seton Hall University
and Law School, Mr. Esmerado will
receive his Master’s degree in Law
from New York University Law School
in December. He teaches senior courses
in criminal law at Kean University.

“John has been an invaluable asset
to our office. But his battle against
child abuse and child abusers repre-
sents so much more to him than a job.
This is his life’s work,” Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow said.

NJCAP solicits nominations for the
CAP awards from statewide organiza-
tions such as child protective and
health-care agencies, shelters and po-
lice departments.

FINISH LINE…As of April 4, the Cranford Bike Club reached its $2,500 fundraising
goal to support Miles for Matheny, a Matheny Medical and Educational Center of
Peapack fundraiser, on Sunday, April 22. Pictured, from left to right, are CBC
members: (back row) Marc Ivory of Garwood, shop manager; Victor Vinegri of
Garwood; Jeff Blake of Cranford and Jess Kwiatkowski of Edison; (front row) Tom
Biglianti of Fanwood, shop owner; Peter Louie of Westfield, fundraising coordina-
tor; Greg Manderski of Garwood and John Kuhn of Summit. Matheny is a hospital
for children and adults with medically complex developmental disabilities.

Charm and sophistication blend beautifully in this spacious Co-
lonial boasting four bedrooms and two & one half baths. With 
hardwood floors, numerous windows and a marvelous flow, this 
home offers the ideal backdrop for you & your family. The fam-
ily room with floor-to-ceiling fireplace is off the kitchen with 
newer appliances, granite counters and an eating area. The liv-
ing room and formal dining room with corner cabinet add to the 
allure of the first floor. The master bedroom with dressing area 
and full bath are joined by nice sized bedrooms and ample closet 
space. A  rec room, lovely yard with deck & patio and a wonder-
ful location craft the perfect place to call home. Presented for 
$799,900.  Dir: Lawrence to Hiawatha to Orenda  Circle 
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Local Cartoonist Highlights
Frazee House in Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains College
Club will feature Scotch Plains resi-
dent Frank Thorne, a cartoonist, film-
maker and writer, at its Monday,
April 16, meeting at Union Catholic
High School (UCHS) on Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Mr. Thorne
will speak about his book, “The Il-
lustrated History of Union County,”
which serves as a fundraiser for the
planned restoration of the Betty
Frazee house by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club.

The program will feature a show-
ing of the film “Two Lords and a
Lady,” which Mr. Thorne wrote and
produced. The film focuses on Eliza-
beth Lee “Aunt Betty” Frazee and the
Battle of Short Hills. Reports say that
during the Revolutionary War, “Aunt
Betty” refused to give the British
General Cornwallis the bread she was
baking.

In addition, the speaker will ad-

dress the proposed restoration of the
historic Scotch Plains Frazee house
property on Raritan Road.

A professional cartoonist, Mr.
Thorne has contributed to comic pub-
lications Red Sonja, Flash Gordon,
Jungle Jim, Tomahawk, Perry Mason
and Mandrake the Magician. Red
Sonja became a major motion picture
starring Brigit Neilson and Arnold
Schwartzenegger.

Mr. Thorne created, wrote and il-
lustrated “Moonshine McJugs” for
Playboy and won an award for his
work. He has also received the San
Diego Inkpot Award and the National
Cartoonists’ Best Comic Cartoonist
Award. In addition to those achieve-
ments, he has published seven graphic
novels.

Beginning his career at the now-
defunct Elizabeth Daily Journal, Mr.
Thorne worked on an illustrated his-
tory of Union County as a daily fea-
ture for the publication. He compiled
the feature into the book “The Illus-
trated History of Union County” as a
fundraiser for the Frazee House reno-
vation.

The program will be held in the
cafeteria of UCHS and will begin
immediately following the 8 p.m.
Fanwood-Scotch Plains College Club
meeting. The public is invited to at-
tend the free program.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Col-
lege Club is devoted to providing
scholarships for young women of high
school and college age. For informa-
tion, call Carolyn Dittus at (908) 233-
2948.

there’s more at
goleader.com
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Scotch Plains . . . Pristine Split-Colonial framed with perennial gardens front and back.  First
floor features living room with fireplace, spacious dining room, den and eat-in kitchen with
center-island and access to large deck.  There are three bedrooms with master bath and hall bath
on the second floor.  Third floor has a spacious bedroom with possibilities for expansion.  Family
room on ground level with oversized garages and powder room.  Fully finished basement with
storage and laundry room.  $729,000.

For More Information, Contact:

Barbara S. Rothman
Sales Associate

Direct: 908-233-5555 x240

email: barbrothman7@aol.com

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited, Realtors

200 North Avenue East

Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: 908-233-9292

RE/MAX  Properties Unlimited
of Westfield is Pleased to Announce its Newest

Sales Associate, Miriam Tedesco!

Miriam specializes in the listing & sale of residential
properties throughout Union, Morris and Essex
counties.  She is a member of Garden State MLS and
the Greater Union County Board of Realtors.  Miriam
resides in Mountainside with her husband, Kevin
Tedesco, a Communications Director for CBS News,
60 Minutes raising their two children, Colleen and
Patrick.

Miriam is energetic, enthusiastic and caring. Whether
finding a buyer their dream home or representing a
seller, Miriam will work until the job is finished.
Anticipating the needs of my clients in advance is my
specialty.  “As a former city dweller in New York and

Hoboken, I understand the needs of commuters”.  Prior to real estate, Miriam
sold trading room systems for Reuters Information services for 10 years.

Camie Delaney, Broker of Record, was quoted “I’m happy that Miriam has joined
our office of top producing agents.  She is excited to be a part of the RE/MAX
network and to better able to serve her clients.”

Miriam can be contacted at

908-518-5461 directly to assist you with

all your real estate needs!


