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‘Ready to Play’ Montclair Mounties Tire
Westfield Blue Devil Lacrosse Boys, 7-4
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to steal. We want to bunt. We want to
get runs however way we can. That’s
how we did it today,” said Bonard.
“Joe Vall, Mike and Pete got some big
hits.”

Shapiro also had a double and an
RBI single, Justin Olsen tapped two
singles and Kevin Hennessey hopped
a single. Raider James Dinizo cracked
an RBI double, Adam Perez (2 stolen
bases) singled and scored, Greg
Bayard singled and scored and Nick
Bonadies singled. Jeremy Antoine
added an RBI.

Bayard, the Raiders’ starting
pitcher, with the exception of
Shapiro’s double in the fourth, did
not allow the Blue Devils to get a
solid hit until the sixth inning where
he ran into trouble and was relieved
by Brian Piccola.

A large part of the 2-1 Blue Devils
success came with excellent defense,
which included several fine plays from
Bonard at short. What would have
been the most spectacular play came
in the bottom of the seventh when
Perez arced a looper to shallow center,
Bonard ran back and leaped. The ball
deflected off the tip of his glove. Bonard

landed on his back as the ball bounced
off his chest but he grabbed it before it
hit the ground. Unfortunately, the
umpires guessed otherwise.

“I could see how he thought I didn’t
catch it because it snow coned and hit
me on the chest but we played good
defensively today,” said Bonard. “We
really concentrated in the field. We
made the plays when we needed
them.”

Bayard scored the game’s first run in
the second inning when he singled,

moved to third on Bonadies’ single and
scored on Antoine’s grounder to short.
In the third, Venezia reached first safely
and dashed to second on a throwing
error. After reaching third on a passed
ball, he tied the score on Bonard’s
grounder to short. In the bottom of the
inning, Perez, who walked and stole
second, scored on Dinizo’s two-out
double to right-center.

“I think there was a runner on sec-
ond with two outs and he caught a
fastball inside. It went right over Joe
V’s head and they got a run,” said
Shapiro who added, “I tried to locate
my pitches. My catcher Justin Olsen

Timely Hitting, Defense Push Blue Devils
Past SP-F Raider Baseballers, 5-2
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and I were on the same page.”
Shapiro ran into control trouble

and hit the next two batters but Bonard
snagged a low liner to bail him out of
jeopardy.

The Blue Devils scored their final
run when Olsen bounced a single,
Vall-Llobera dribbled an infield single
and Shapiro plopped an RBI single
just over the third baseman’s head.

“We got to them. The pitcher was
getting tired and we got clutch hits,”
said Shapiro.

“Shapiro pitched great today. He
got the outs when he needed them,”
said Bonard. “Everybody was mak-
ing the right decisions. We were on
top of our game today.”
Westfield 001 003 1 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 011 000 0 2

goal, tossed to Yarusi, who fired from
nearly point-blank range into the net
to give the Blue Devils a 1-0 lead.
With 1:46 left of the quarter, Nesmith
flicked in the tying goal. With 3:13
remaining in the half, Koontz netted
his first goal.

“Montclair is a great team. They

were going to come ready to play. That’s
the way it should be, with two good
teams on the field it should be a low
scoring game,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista. “We weren’t
ready to play. We played their game.”

The scoring opportunities opened
up a bit in the second half. One minute
into the third quarter, Yarusi tied the
score with a leaping sidearm heave;

however, Nesmith smothered the Blue
Devils’ momentum with his second
goal less than a minute later. Midway
through the quarter, Bernstein passed
to the right center to Baran, who
slammed an overhead shot into the
net to tie the score, 3-3.

The Blue Devils’ defense seemed

to lose a step late in the third and the
Mounties took advantage with
Maher’s goal followed by Koontz’s
second goal.

“That’s what usually happens in
the second half. People get a little
tired. It opens up a little more oppor-
tunity,” commented Benaquista.

With 30 seconds remaining in the
third quarter, Koontz got penalized for

throwing the ball after the ref blew his
whistle and for unsportsmanlike con-
duct, resulting in a three-minute cool-
ing period but the Blue Devils just
could not capitalize on the opportunity.

“We made a lot of mistakes and it
cost us,” said Benaquista who added.
“I thought we did a good job on him

but he is a good player.”
Koontz notched his third goal mid-

way through the final quarter then
Bernstein, with an assist from Yarusi,
made the score 6-4 with 2:28 remain-
ing. With 1:07 left, Edminston nailed
the final goal.
Montclair 1 1 3 2 7
Westfield 1 0 2 1 4

East Side Nine Tips
Raider Nine, 4-3

The Newark East Side High School
baseball team scored two runs in the
bottom of the seventh inning to tip
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 4-3, in New-
ark on April 3.

East Side’s Manny Melendez
pitched a complete game and struck
out 15 Raiders, while walking four.
Raider Greg Bayard fanned six and
walked three batters and James Dinizo
smacked a home run in the third in-
ning. Adam Perez had a double in the
first inning.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 102 000 0 3
Newark East Side 101 000 2 4

Blue Devil Boys Swamp
Pingry Laxers, 10-1

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team upped its record to 2-0
by swamping Pingry, 10-1, in the
annual Bristol Cup game in
Martinsville on April 5. Junior at-
tacker Harry Bernstein fired in four
goals to lead the Blue Devils.

Ryan Yarusi netted two goals and
two assists and Joe Simone added
three assists. Senior Chris Mattes won
12 of 15 face-offs and goalkeeper
Ben Thomas made 10 saves.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Montclair Boys Lax

Westfield/SPF Softball
SPF/U. Catholic Baseball
SPF/Westfield Baseball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A STUBBORN DEFENSIVE BATTLE…Blue Devil defender C. J. Patella. No. 21, and his teammates were in a stubborn
defensive battle with the Mounties, especially in the first half.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING A STRONG FIVE INNINGS…Raider Greg Bayard pitched a strong five innings, allowing one run, and kept
his opponents off-guard until the Blue Devils scored three runs in the sixth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE GO-AHEAD RUN…Blue Devil Pete Antonelli, No. 10, scores the
go-ahead run in the sixth inning as Tom Bonard, No. 3, watches the action.

Nadine Allen
• Top Sales Month of March
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Nadine Allen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Nadine Allen in, and she’ll bring results!

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Adie in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/15  1-5PM

Adie Shaalam

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to this well maintained spacious four
bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split featuring a living room, formal dining room,
kitchen, Florida room, den plus master bedroom w/full bath.  Many
updates including windows, siding, cac, 2 full baths.  $634,900. DIR:
Clifton to Rahway Ave. #1220  (052111115)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Frances in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/15  1-5PM

Frances Bradley

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to 406 Otisco Drive, a spacious, 4 bedroom,
2 ½ bath Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson School.  It’s
many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof,
CAC and HWH.  A large, sunny FR, newly finished HWF’s, ample
storage space & convenience to town, schools & NYC transportation
complete the appeal of this lovely home.  Make it yours today!  $719,000.
DIR: Summit Ave. to Otisco Drive (052111169)


