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WE’VE MOVED . . .
TO A LARGER and NEWER FACILITY!

The Portasoft Company
Mention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This Ad

And Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 Month
FREE RENTAL

For New Customers

Emergency
Service

24 Hrs/Day

(On An Annual Contract)

Improving
Water Quality

Since 1945

When you need pure, soft water . . .

experience counts!

Portasoft . . .
NJ’s oldest, largest and most successful

Water Treatment Company

TOTAL WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Residential & Commercial

FREE WATER ANALYSIS
Expert Service • Affordable Prices

Sales • Rentals • Installation

Whatever your water problem,
Portasoft has the solution.

469A South Avenue, East  Westfield
(Near the Garwood Border)

908-233-4300
www.portasoftinc.com

RELOCATION SPECIAL

“Pick Up” 6  Bags of Salt
GET ONE FREE

Offer Expires 09-01-07

Water Softening • Pure Drinking Water • Iron Removal
Acid Correction • Nitrate Removal • UV Disinfection of Bacteria

Taste and Odor Removal • Chemical IVOCI Removal • Salt Delivery

Letters to the Editor Relentless Attacks by SP Dems Could,
Again, Drive Township Voters Away

I have lived in Scotch Plains for over
20 years. I consider myself an indepen-
dent and have no affiliation with the
Democrats or Republicans. Why are the
Scotch Plains Democrats so negative and
nasty? The relentless offensiveness of
Mr. Samuel serves no constructive pur-
pose.

Let’s look back to 1999 when three
Democrats were elected after a nasty cam-
paign filled with Democrat lies, half truths
and misrepresentations.

Number one on the hit parade: The
Democrats claimed the Republican coun-
cil raised property taxes 71 percent for the
years 1992-1997. This was a flat out lie.
At the May 4, 1999, council meeting,
Democratic Mayor Geri Samuel offered a
brief apology for using false information
in her political campaign literature.

At the same meeting the majority
Democrats on the council voted in a 5.4-
percent property tax increase above the
protest of Republican Councilmen Bill
McClintock and Martin Marks, and hun-
dreds of residents who came to speak out
against it.

Mr. McClintock and Mr. Marks pro-
posed a zero-point increase, using part of
a record budget surplus to offset higher
expenses. In spite of this, the newly elected
Democrats pushed through the highest
property tax increase in nine years. If the
Democrats hadn’t passed the unneces-
sary tax increase in 1999, your property
taxes would be 5.4 percent lower today.

Democratic Mayor Geri Samuel also
had a bad habit of quelling debate and
discussion at council meetings. People
have the right to speak at council meet-

ings on any topic. On numerous occa-
sions Mayor Samuel did not permit people
to speak, going so far as to shut off the
microphone.

Mayor Samuels’ on-the-job training
did not progress very well, and she and
the other Democratic council members
were voted out.

In 2000, with Republicans in control,
the council adopted a $17 million budget
with no property tax increase for munici-
pal government services and activities.

In a recent letter in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Dick Samuel wrote, “In
March 1999, Marty Marks presented a
nine-point recreation plan for the 21st
century that envisioned, among other
things, development of the former zoo
property” and “Today almost nine years
later, the property lies fallow and over-
grown.”

Perhaps Mr. Samuel forgot that Geri
Samuel was Democratic Mayor in 1999,
and Democrats controlled the council 3 to
2. In her January 1999 inaugural mes-
sage, Mayor Geri Samuel said she would
seek a solution for the former zoo prop-
erty.

The Democrats were in control in 1999,
so they must share the blame for the
fallow and overgrown condition of the
former zoo property.

The two Democrats on the council must
think for themselves and realize that re-
lentless offensiveness will drive voters
away. Otherwise they will likely join the
ranks of one-term Democrats.

Dennis Hardie
Scotch Plains

Regrettably, Glover’s SPF-BOE
Misstatement was Used by Marks

On March 27, the Republican led
[Scotch Plains] Council introduced their
2007 Municipal Budget. It called for a 5-
point tax increase. Mayor Marks went on
to say that the budget initially was an 8-
point tax increase, but with the help of
Kevin Glover, they were able to bring it
down to 5 points.

Councilman Glover proposed a plan of
his own, bringing down the tax increase
another 3 points, which would result in a
total increase of only 2 tax points. Mayor
Marks proceeded to attack this proposal.
Instead of analyzing the proposal, the
meeting got sidetracked on the amount of
the school board increase.

With the help of Republican Chairman
[Bill] McClintock on the telephone, the
meeting turned into a sideshow because
of a misstatement concerning the Board
of Education. How ironic that these two
individuals teamed up at a municipal bud-
get meeting. At a budget meeting back in
1999, facing a similar surplus, both being
members of the minority Republican Party
proposed a zero-point rate increase.

In 2007 being members of the majority
Republican Party, they are proposing a 5-
point increase – celebrating how they
brought it down from 8 points. At best,
McClintock and Marks have little insight
on budgets. At worst, they are playing

party politics with the taxpayer’s money
of Scotch Plains.

The reduction in points was the result
of Councilman Glover’s repeated efforts
during the previous conference budget
meeting when the budget was being dis-
cussed. I was at that meeting as an ob-
server, and I can say that any reduction
from the proposed 8 points is the result of
Councilman Glover’s stand against fierce
opposition from the rest of the council.

Instead of focusing on Councilman
Glover’s 2-point proposal, Republican
Chairman McClintock was instead ab-
sorbed about a misstatement about the
school board. Representing the party that
talks about weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq, fires District Attorneys for politi-
cal reasons and outs a CIA agent because
they disagree with her husband, he might
be a little bit more understanding about a
minor error. Clearly and regrettably,
Chairman McClintock and the mayor fo-
cused on such a minor detail in order to
avoid discussing an issue of paramount
interest to our citizens – a viable plan to
lower our dreaded high taxes.

I, for one, say, thank you Councilman
Glover.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

A ‘No’ Vote on Westfield School
Budget Only Hurts Our Kids

Earlier this year, Westfield residents
voted in favor of a bond referendum to
alleviate overcrowding and enhance early
childhood education. On April 17,
Westfield residents will be given the op-
portunity to vote for the school budget. It
is important for our residents to appreci-
ate that the school budget is the basic
funding for educational systems and that
the money raised through the bond refer-
endum has nothing to do with the budget.

Simply put, we need to pass the budget
in order to maintain our standard of excel-
lence in Westfield’s school system.

As with most residents, my family feels
the “tax pinch” and bemoans the ever-
increasing property tax bill. Let’s be frank,
no one likes to pay taxes. However, the
school budget is not a place to skimp. Our
town operates on a $78-million school
budget, which covers everything from
basic instruction to athletics, special edu-
cation and the arts. The budget proposal
calls for a relatively modest tax increase
(3.4 percent) and the overall budget
doesn’t contain a lot of “bells and
whistles.”

It is important to support the budget
because if the budget fails, there will be
fundamental cuts that will result in com-
promises that many residents will not
like. Take the example of textbooks: in
recent years, there was not enough money
“in the budget” to provide needed social
studies textbooks for all elementary stu-
dents. The result was the fourth grade
New Jersey history book was 20 years old
and grossly outdated; and budget con-
straints forced us to buy fewer than needed
new fourth grade textbooks.

When this issue was brought to its
attention this year, the board of education
appropriated funds to buy new up-to-date

New Jersey books, as well as textbooks
for each fourth grader to have their own
social studies books. A vote in favor of
the budget will ensure that our children
continue to receive the “basics” in term of
instruction, as well as enrichment from
our superior curriculum and programs.
Any person who has at least one child in
the school system would be foolish not to
vote for the budget because our per pupil
cost appears to be roughly the same
amount as the average tax bill.

Finally, voting “no” doesn’t really
“send a message” to the board. Rather, it
cuts funds from needed programs. Con-
sequently, even if your “ticked off” at Dr.
Foley’s redistricting program, a “no” vote
on the budget will only exacerbate the
situation and take away funds that would
otherwise be used to maintain the stan-
dards of our school system.

A budget defeat could threaten our
ability to maintain elementary class size,
our guidance departments, our elemen-
tary foreign language program, high
school electives and other important pro-
grams. If you are angry with decisions
that have been made, reach out to our
board members and let your feelings be
known. But, please don’t vote “no” on the
budget because it only hurts our kids.

When all is said and done, most of us
have chosen to live in Westfield because
of our “good school system.” Even if you
don’t have children in school, you realize
the benefit of the reputation of the
Westfield school system from the value
of your real estate. Vote “yes” for the
budget because it’s the right thing to do
for our schools and our town.

Kathleen McLeod Caminiti
Westfield

Mayor Marks Attacks Those that
Disagree as being Irresponsible

Mayor Marks and his friends have been
fond of talking about the 5-point tax in-
crease in 1999 for the last eight years
pointing it out as an unconscionable act
on the part of the then Democratic major-
ity on the Scotch Plains Town Council.
Even the 18-point increase Marks gave us
in 2003 didn’t slow them down. They
marched in to the budget meeting that
year and extolled Marks’s fiscal abilities
and told the taxpayers 18 points was won-
derful.

This year Mayor Marks is supporting a
5-point tax increase (sound familiar?),
which he insists is proper, and he attacks
anyone who disagrees as “irresponsible.”

Let’s compare the financial condition
of the town now to the financial condition
in 1999 to see if his present position is
justified based on a change of financial
circumstances of the town or if he is just
playing politics.

First he will tell you that 5 points today
is a lower percent tax increase than it was
in 1999. What he won’t tell you is that it
is the same dollar increase and that the
reason it is a lower percent is because he
has raised our taxes well over 30 percent
in the intervening time. This is almost like
killing your parents and asking for mercy
because you are an orphan.

According to the 1999 budget, the
surplus on December 31, 1998 was
$3,049,621 (see Sheet 39 of the 1999
Budget). According to the proposed 2007
budget, the surplus on December 31,
2006 was $3,585,010 (see Sheet 32 of
the 2007 Budget). Thus the surplus for

this budget year is over a half a million
dollars higher than it was in 1999. This
couldn’t be a basis to say this year’s 5-
point increase is conscionable and the
‘99 one was not.

In 1999, $2,393,900 of the surplus was
used to offset our taxes, while $2,475,000
dollars is the highest Marks thinks is
proper this year (see sheet 11 of each
year’s budget). With over a half a million
dollars more in surplus than there was in
1999, Marks will only use $81,100 more
to lower our taxes.

For obvious political reasons, Marks
was willing to lower our surplus to
$1,297,907 as of December 31, 2002
(Scotch Plains Financial Statement for
2002 Sheet 3a). This is $2,287,103 less
than our present surplus. That can’t be the
reason he seems to be insistent on raising
our taxes 5 points.

In 2000, Marks insisted on a zero-point
increase in taxes with a surplus $875,000
less than we have today. He didn’t mind
using surplus then. There can be no doubt
that Marks sets our taxes for his own
political agenda and not for the good of
the taxpayers.

Without a doubt the 5-point tax in-
crease this year is unconscionable. Let
our former Republican Mayors, Papin,
Spera and McClintok chastise their crony
Marks as they did the Democrats in 1999.
Wouldn’t that be refreshing to see some
honesty?

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Westfield Teacher Urges Community
To Vote Yes for Their Children

A few Saturdays ago, a couple of
Westfield teachers and I, attended the 2nd
Annual Celebration of Teaching and
Learning at Pier 94 in Manhattan. This
year’s theme was “Science and Global
Awareness.” The publicity crew at Chan-
nel Thirteen WNET, the organizer of this
event, should have inserted the word “tech-
nology” into the title as well.

We were enveloped by 21st century
education and some of the incredible
teaching tools that have been produced.
The professional development classes
were infused with technology. We saw
how K-12 students around the country are
utilizing technology to create digital port-
folios, which showcases their learning on
many levels. It was truly incredible.

I got to thinking about our educational
system in Westfield. I reflected on how
fortunate I am to practice my trade in a
community of citizens that truly values
education. You could almost say that we
are all a community of learners, con-
stantly adapting to the changes and chal-
lenges that public education faces. And
like so many thoughts that run through
our heads, mine shifted gears for a minute.

I began to think about the changing
weather and the springtime activities that
magically seem to speed up the school
year. One of my favorite events is when I
walk my fifth grade class from Tamaques
Elementary School to Westfield High
School. The Annual Art Show is a phe-
nomenal example of the work that stu-
dents produce when given the right tools
and the proper instruction. Each piece of
art on display represents the idea of an
individual child, and each one is unique.
But even more so, is if you stop and reflect
on the growth of the artist from the young-

est child’s work being displayed to that of
the oldest. Art is a process that must be
cultivated by parents and teachers, and I
love the fact that it is celebrated by the
Westfield school system.

Becoming technologically literate is
also a process. In order for a child to
become proficient in the use of technol-
ogy, they too must have the right tools and
the proper instruction. Students must be
given the opportunity to grow as learners,
while adapting to the changes and chal-
lenges that they too will have to face one
day. They will enter a world that is depen-
dent upon technology, and it is our obli-
gation as educational citizens to provide
them with the best opportunities to suc-
ceed when they leave through our doors.
The infusion of technology with an al-
ready outstanding curriculum will only
enhance Westfield’s reputation as lead-
ers in education.

Of course, the most important way to
make sure that our students are assured of
these advantages is to vote yes for the
budget on April 17. It is a budget that
includes mobile laptop carts on the el-
ementary levels, an updated curriculum
and technology teacher at the middle
school level, and replacement computers
at the high school. As a teacher, and as an
advocate of educational technology, these
are just basic necessities, but it is a start.

My vision is to one day have a class of
fifth graders take two trips to Westfield
High School; one for the art show, and the
other for the technology show. I can’t vote
in Westfield. That decision is up to you.
Please vote yes for our children’s future.

Michael Chodroff, Boonton
Westfield Teacher

Passing School Budget Will Help
Attract the ‘Best’ Super. Candidates

We will be searching for a new super-
intendent, principal for the high school
and an elementary principal. We want to
show all potential candidates that the
people of Westfield support our schools
and care very much about the quality of
our education system. We want to attract
the very best candidates in our searches.
One way to do this is to pass our school
budget.

We have an outstanding school district
that graduates the best of the best. We
have a large variety of course choices at
the high school, new programs at the
middle school and fabulous teachings at
all grade levels. Our former graduates
come back to work in the very schools
that educated them. What a tribute to our

schools and town. People come to
Westfield because of the reputation of our
school district. We are one of the best.

I have much to be thankful for. Two
daughters who have already graduated
from WHS and a son about to go to
college. They all received n education
that prepared them for college and the
world beyond. My children have ben-
efited from our schools, and there are
many more in our system who deserve the
same education that my children had.
Please join me in support of our schools
and vote yes to invest in your child’s
education.

Eileen Passananti, Westfield
Chair, PTC Budget Task Force

WF-BOE President Comments on
Upcoming School Budget Vote

The Westfield community has an op-
portunity to once again support our school
system by voting for the annual school
district budget on Tuesday. I hope voters
will learn about the many reasons to sup-
port this budget, which focuses on meet-
ing the needs of our students and keeping
our schools running well.

The tax rate increase of 3.4 percent is
the lowest in six years. Information about
the budget is available on
www.westfieldnjk12.org/budget, on the
Budget Forum airing on TV36, and in the
Emphasis newsletter that has been mailed
to every resident.

I want to address several questions
posed recently about the budget. First, are
there capital projects included in the pro-
posed budget? No. As one way to keep the
tax increase down, no capital projects are
budgeted. Although past budgets have
typically included some facility improve-
ments, in recent years we have relied
more heavily on accomplishing upgrades
through bonds.

Using bonds to pay for capital up-
grades spreads the payments over the
long term (such as 20 years), making the
improvements more affordable. Given
the community’s support in January for
the most recent bond, we especially
wanted to keep this year’s spending in-
crease to a minimum.

Secondly, do we evaluate the use of
district-owned property to ensure that
we’re utilizing our assets most efficiently?
Yes. With Lincoln School, we collected
rental income when we didn’t have a

good use for this building ourselves and
didn’t want to sell the property due to its
proximity to Kehler Stadium. Over the
years, possible uses of Lincoln were evalu-
ated (such as a high school annex, a 7th
elementary school and a new administra-
tive building).

We are now thrilled to move forward
by converting Lincoln into a new early
childhood center, addressing space needs
and providing a wonderful environment
for preK and kindergarten students. The
costs to upgrade Lincoln come from the
recent bond, not the budget.

Over the past year, we have also ex-
plored selling the Elm Street administra-
tive building. Part of the challenge of
selling Elm Street is determining an alter-
nate location for the administrative of-
fices and maintenance garage, and ensur-
ing that the price received is high enough
to cover the cost of the new space and the
move itself. We’re continuing to explore
this sale, as one of many priorities we’re
facing at this time and recognizing the
strain on our administration this move
would require. No funds are budgeted for
improvements to Elm, and only minimal
amounts have been spent in recent years
for maintenance and accessibility.

Making thoughtful decisions about how
to use the district’s resources and assets
continues to be a high priority, along with
providing an excellent education for our
children. Please support our schools by
voting to pass the budget on Tuesday.

Anne Riegel, President
Westfield Board of Education
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