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Junior Melissa Gallagher
Plans WHS Career Night

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

By CYNTHIA ANZEL
AND PATRICIA MERLO

Teachers, Jefferson School

Most people think of college or
high school students getting involved
in community service. Well, in
Westfield, these efforts begin as early
as the elementary grades.

The Early Act Club of Jefferson
School is a service organization spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of Westfield
and is an example of young people
helping their local community and
those not so close to home.

For the past three years, the fourth
and fifth graders at Jefferson School,
together with we volunteer advisors,
meet once or twice a month to decide
how the students could help the
school, community and the world.

Each year brings a new challenge
for the club – from helping send care
packages to soldiers in Iraq to raising
money for childhood diabetes.

The students give up the free time
during their lunch periods to help
plan projects and work on them, but
as fifth grader David Gruskin puts it,
“I’d rather be helping in Early Act
than doing anything else in the world.”

Sarah Cronin likes helping choose
new items for the school store, but
most of all she liked donating $20 of
her own savings to the “Pennies for
Patients” drive held in February.

Every Tuesday she tries to remem-
ber to make an extra lunch to help
someone less fortunate.

In the month of February, Jefferson
School participated in the “Pennies
for Patients Program” and donated to
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety to help patients and fight what has
been termed the most fatal disease of
children under the age of fifteen. By
the end of February, the school col-
lected close to $3,000, with the Early
Act Club organizing the effort as well
as collecting and counting the coins.

The Early Act Club at Jefferson
School has been very busy this year
helping others. One of their first
projects was collecting school sup-
plies from their fellow students to
donate to the Berkley Terrace School

Community Service Starts
Young in Westfield Schools

in Irvington and followed up with
several holiday gifts in December.

This Giving Tree Project is one of
our favorites because children are
giving to other children.

To help their school, the Early Act
Club runs the school store. It operates
two days every month at lunchtime,
and classes are invited into the library
to make purchases. This is a non-
profit store.

A new project for this year is Tues-
day Lunches. All children are asked
to make an extra lunch every Tues-
day, which are collected and taken to
St. Joseph’s in Elizabeth by parent
volunteers.

To make the lunches fun for the
children who receive them, little toys
or books are sometimes added. Since
the inception of the program in Janu-
ary, more than 1,000 lunches have
been donated.

You may have seen Early Act Club
members at the annual Rotary Pan-
cake Breakfast helping clear tables.
Every year the children are invited to
help.

We are planning a project for Earth
Day to tie in with our school theme,
“Everyday is Earth Day!” Our young
people are busy thinking of ways to
help others all year long.

A PRETTY PENNY…Children collect their “Pennies for Patients,” as Westfield
promotes community service efforts early, beginning in elementary school.
Above, from left to right, are: Bottom row, Kelly Jiang, Billy Cook and Lucas Fan;
middle center, James Goldberger and Connor Russell, and standing at rear,
Gavin Conlon, Melanie Snyder, Joseph DeTrano, Nick Mele and Paul Dunham.

WF Students Earn
Mo-Beard Honors

WESTFIELD – Morristown-
Beard School, an independent, co-
educational day school for grades 6
to 12, has two honor rolls for aca-
demic achievement.

To make the headmaster’s list, a
student must have a minimum GPA
of 3.90 with no grade below B-. To
make the honor roll, a student must
have a mimimum GPA of 3.0 with no
grade below B- .

Westfield’s Ava Scheininger, grade
11, made the headmaster’s list for
the fall 2006 semester.

Westfield’s Andrew Bakst, grade
11, Evan Bakst, grade 9, Meghan
Evans, grade 11, and Alex Masel,
grade 12, made the honor roll.

Kean University
To Honor Five Alumni
AREA – The Kean University

Alumni Association and President
Dawood Farahi will recognize five
distinguished alumni at a dinner re-
ception that will be held on Satur-
day, April 28, at 6 p.m. in the Kean
Hall Conference Center located on
the main campus.

This year’s honorees are: former
chief of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI) Behavioral Sciences
Unit, Stephen Band, Class of 1973;
Secretary of the New Jersey State
Senate, Ellen Maher Davenport of
Maplewood, Class of 1964; Associ-
ate Director of Programs and Cura-
tor-Permanent Collection for the
Whitney Museum, Donna De Salvo
of New York City, Class of 1977;
former teacher, writer and principal,
Edna Doll of Cranford; and News 12
New Jersey sports anchor, George
Falkowski of Phillipsburg (native of
Scotch Plains), Class of 1983.

For more information about this
event, call Wendy Lee, director of
Alumni Relations, at (908) 737-
ALUM (2586). For more informa-
tion about the honorees, log onto the
Alumni Relations website at
keanalumni.org.

Roosevelt Appoints Bolton
School Assistant Principal

WELCOME ABOARD…Stewart Carey, left, the principal of Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, congratulates Matthew Bolton, new assistant principal of Roosevelt.

WESTFIELD – Matthew Bolton is
the new assistant principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield.

He began his new position at
Roosevelt in March following unani-
mous approval of the Westfield Board
of Education. He holds a master’s
degree in educational leadership from
Bank Street College of Education and
a Bachelor of Science degree in El-
ementary Education from Seton Hall
University.

He has taught both elementary and
sixth grade students in the Fair Lawn
Public Schools. In addition to his
teaching role, he designed and facili-
tated a peer assistance program which
resulted in more than 80 at-risk sixth
grade students taking part in a year-
long mentoring program with sev-
enth and eighth graders.

He was also instrumental in de-
signing new curriculum, developing
a district-wide initiative in problem-
based learning practices, and con-
ducted a quantitative analysis to ad-
dress transitional stresses and enhance
student performance of sixth graders.

Mr. Bolton is a member of the
Kappa Delta Pi international honor
society in education, Alpha Kappa
Delta (international Sociology honor
society) and the Bank Street Leader-
ship Association.

Following his appointment in
Westfield, he said, “I am extremely
excited about this opportunity af-
forded me by the Westfield public
schools. I am building many quality

relationships with both the children
and adults of Roosevelt Intermediate
School. I also look forward to the
meaningful work that lies ahead, as
the Roosevelt School Community
continues to enhance an already out-
standing school.”

Hi-5 Candy, Ice Café
To Host Book Signing
WESTFIELD – Hi-5 Candy and

Ice Café at 50 Elm Street will host a
book signing by Westfield resident
and author Pete Birle on Tuesday,
April 24, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Mr. Birle is the author of several
sports themed books that have been
used by public schools nationwide.
Copies of Mr. Birle’s most recent
book, “Locals Only,” will be avail-
able for purchase.

Hi-5 will donate a portion of the
proceeds of any candy or ice cream
purchase during the event to the
Tamaques School PTO. For more in-
formation, please call Hi-5 Candy
and Ice Café at (908) 654-1555.

WF’s Linnea Liscinsky
Earns Teacher Honor
WESTFIELD – Linnea Liscinsky,

daughter of Carol Liscinsky of
Westfield, has been named “Teacher
of the Year” by teachers and staff at
Frances A. Desmares Elementary
School in Flemington.

Ms. Liscinsky, a graduate of
Westfield High School and The Col-
lege of New Jersey, has taught third
grade at the school for three years,
since September 2004. There will be
a luncheon held in her honor.

OPEN HOUSE AT
CAMP RIVERBEND
Saturday, April 21, 2007

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Rain date Saturday, April 28

Crafts....Games....BBQ Lunch
Fun for the whole family!

A day camp for boys and girls 
ages 4 -14

116 Hillcrest Road, Warren, NJ 07059

1-888-THE-CAMP
rvrbnd1@aol.com

www.campriverbend.com

Please RSVP by April 18th

SPRING CLEARANCE Westfield Area Y  

Summer Camp 

2007 

NEW  

Combo Care 

Option and 

Extended  

Camp Hours!  

 

Register by  

April 14th and  

be entered to win a  

FREE Week of 

Traditional Camp! 

Healthy Kids Day 

& Camp Expo 

April 14, 1-4 pm 

FREE Family 

Activities  and 

Refreshments! 

One week or the  
entire summer for 

children ages 3 
through 15.   

 
Whether it’s a traditional or specialty 
camp, we have one that’s right for 
you! 
 

• Age appropriate Camp Trips  

• Promotes Teamwork &               
Self-Esteem 

• Educational & Recreational  

• CPR/First Aid Certified            
Camp Staff 

• Half Day & Full Day Camp Options  

• EMT/Nurse on staff  

• Incorporates core values of        
Caring, Honesty, Respect and    
Responsibility into daily              
programming. 

Westfield Area Y  

220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer 

Family Branch 

422 East Broad St. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

More Education
in Back Section

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
April 18, from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m., stu-
dents at Westfield High School (WHS),
as well as many surrounding high
schools in Union County, are invited
to attend Career Night, which will
feature men and women representing
more than 40 various professions.

The event is made possible as a
result of months of planning by Me-
lissa Gallagher, a junior at Westfield
High School, in conjunction with the
WHS guidance department.

Students will meet in the audito-
rium at 7:15 p.m. for a brief overview
and then head to assigned areas to hear
panels of speakers. Students can rotate
and attend up to four panel discussions
spanning various career paths.

Panels will include: business, health
care, social services, education and
the arts and communication. A foren-
sic pathologist, CBS news reporter
and editor of People magazine are just

a few of the people participating that
night, in addition to professors from
colleges with unique career programs.

Career Night has developed into
Melissa’s Girl Scout Gold Award
project, which is the highest award in
Girl Scouting.

According to Melissa, “Most high
school students really don’t have
knowledge of professions other than
what their parents do. Many end up
starting college not knowing what
major to choose; therefore, I decided
that learning more about what it takes
to prepare for a certain career and
exactly what that person does would
be helpful to high school students.”

A suggested donation for admis-
sion to Career Night will be a contri-
bution for the troops overseas. Any
hotel-size toiletries, books or CDs
would be appreciated. For a complete
detailed list of what is needed, go to
operationshoebox.com.

FINAL DESTINATION…“CSI-DI” Team Manager Anthe Angelides and Co-
Manager Kim Keenan lead a group of talented youngsters at the New Jersey State
Destination Imagination (DI) tournament last month. Pictured above, from left to
right, are: Marina Gialanella, Austin Kreusser, Jessica Keenan, Sophie Bennett,
Julia Ross, Yanni Angelides and Max Carle.

Westfield’s Destination
Imagination Teams Win

WESTFIELD – Westfield won
once again at the New Jersey State
Destination Imagination (DI) tour-
nament, which took place in Bask-
ing Ridge on March 24.

More than 100 teams from around
the state competed in five different
competitive challenges in which the
youngsters spent months working to
solve.

Westfield fielded 15 teams in to-
tal. The teams included one from
Westfield High School (WHS), two
from Roosevelt Intermediate School,
one from Edison Intermediate School
and 11 teams from Wilson Elemen-
tary School.

Thanks to team managers and
Wilson’s chairman of DI, Jill
Naughton, eight of these teams par-
ticipated at the competitive third-
through fifth-grade level. Four
Westfield teams earned the right to
compete against other teams from
around the world at the DI Global
Finals in Knoxville, Tenn. over Me-
morial Day weekend.

In the “CSI-DI” challenge, a team
of third graders called the “Crime
Time Kidz” excelled and was re-
warded with the first place trophy.

In the “Round About Courage”
challenge, the Wilson States of Mind,
which consisted of Austin Hatch,
Belle Hutchins, Ben Verchick, Gabby
Buckman, Jack Monihan, Maddie
McCready and Sophia Goldschmidt,
won second place.

In addition to the success of the
Wilson teams, a team from Roosevelt
participated in the Middle School
level CSI-DI challenge and took a
“wild card” spot to compete in Glo-
bal Finals.

The WHS team, which also com-
peted in CSI-DI, won the second
place trophy in the Senior Level,
earning them an invitation to Knox-
ville as well.

Additionally, two of these WHS
students, Samantha Luscombe and
Samuel Johnson, received this year’s
two annual NJDI Creativity Schol-
arships available to juniors and se-
niors in high school.


