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Faith and Spirituality Extend
Beyond the Realm of Science

By REV. DR. DARLA DEE
TURLINGTON

Major Jewish and Christian holy
days rolled around again last week, so
it is no surprise that the media featured
some stories linked to Passover and
Easter.

The smaller splash was a newspaper
article in which the director of arche-
ology in Egypt calls the Passover ac-
count “a myth” because there is no
historical evidence to corroborate it. It
seems his workers have unearthed a
fort from the era when the exodus
from Egypt is said to have occurred
and there is nothing to suggest the
Hebrews pulled off such an escape.

The big splash was the television
announcement that archaeologists had
uncovered the tombs of a first-century
family including a “Mary,” a “Joseph”
and a “Jesus.” This coincidence was
said to prove that Jesus did not rise
from the dead.

Sigh…the dialogue between faith
and science is a long and generally
respectful one that will continue as
long as there are humans on earth. I’m
glad to say that it is usually a more

sophisticated conversation than either
of these two media reports convey.

It doesn’t take faith to know that you
can’t prove something from the ab-
sence of archaeological evidence. It
doesn’t take much analytical thought,
either, to figure out that the coinci-
dence of common names does not
prove specific identity. The two media
reports cited matter very little, but the
question of the support for faith claims
matters a great deal.

The belief of the faithful is not a sure
thing that can be proven. But neither is
it a blind leap of faith that denies
reason. Faith, as in belief in doctrines
and a particular religious story, re-
quires, well, faith – placing trust in
something you think is true even though
you can’t prove it.

Faith gives credence to evidence
that science does not, including per-
sonal experience and tradition. Faith
touches areas of human conscious-
ness that reason does not, including
emotions and hopes and that realm of
experience we call “spiritual.”

I admire adherents of a faith tradi-
tion who are open to examining their
faith claims in dialogue with all the
human sciences. But I question the
assumption of many who play science
against faith that rational knowledge
is superior to experiential knowledge.
In fact, the opposite is probably true.
Just think about the person you love
most in the whole world: would you
rather know facts about their existence
and reality, or spend time with them
imagining a better reality?

Let’s keep using our minds, but also,
let’s keep the faith!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is senior pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Benefit ‘Party’ to Aid
Lymphoma Research
MOUNTAINSIDE – The second

annual “Tennis Tea Party” to benefit
the New Jersey Chapter of the Lym-
phoma Research Foundation (LRF)
will be held on Sunday, April 22,
from 1 to 5 p.m. at the Mountainside
Indoor Tennis Club on Route 22 in
Mountainside.

In addition to tennis, activities will
include mini yoga and Pilates classes
provided by Anne Ferraro, owner of
the Westfield Yoga and Pilates Studio.

Participants also will have an op-
portunity to enjoy various foods while
listening to live jazz. Massages will
be available compliments of On The
Side Spa in Westfield.

Proceeds from the event will di-
rectly benefit the LRF, which has a
four star rating from Charity Naviga-
tor. For more information on the LRF,
please visit lymphoma.org.

Golden Agers Club Reveals
Trip to Millennium Theatre
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club has
planned an overnight trip to see “In
the Beginning,” a celebration of the
Biblical account of creation, at the
Sight and Sound Millennium The-
atre in Lancaster, Pa.

Participants will depart on
Wednesday, October 17, at 8 a.m.
from St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church and return
the following day. The church is lo-
cated at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The cost for the trip will vary ac-
cording to the choice of accommoda-
tion selected. For hotel double occu-
pancy, breakfast and dinner, the show,
a guided tour of the Amish country, a
visit to the Kitchen Kettle Village and
the motor coach ride, the cost is $179.
A single rate of $229 also is available.
A deposit of $75 is due by Friday,
June 1, with the balance payable by
Wednesday, August 1.

The Golden Agers Club offers se-
nior citizens an opportunity to meet
with their peers, share ideas, interact
and gather information to enhance
daily living. The club meets weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Birthday celebrations, bingo and
socializing are a regular part of
weekly meetings. Members are in-
vited to offer suggestions for activi-
ties, and free luncheons are provided
at least one week during each month.
Special speakers give presentations
on health issues and other topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
views and fun activity trips are avail-

able to everyone. For trip details,
please call Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-
4121 or Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-
4512. Club information is available
by calling Marge Van Duyne at (908)
889-4631.

Temple to Honor Homefirst
With Harris Gilbert Award

WESTFIELD – Homefirst will re-
ceive the Harris Gilbert Award dur-
ing the 8:15 p.m. Friday worship
services April 20 at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

This is the second time Homefirst
will receive the award, which is
named in memory of Harris Gilbert
and given each year to a social jus-
tice organization. Mr. Gilbert’s wife,
Sally Gilbert, said Homefirst is be-
ing honored again because it has
branched out from the IHN (Inter-
faith Housing Network) to provide
long-term housing solutions.

Mr. Gilbert was vice president of
Temple Emanu-El and was a mem-
ber of the national executive board
of Common Cause and People for
the American Way. He also served in
many national leadership roles for
the Reform Jewish Movement. The
award is given through the Harris
Gilbert Fund for Social Justice,
which was established to carry on
his memory and ideals.

Homefirst was founded in 1986
by a group of Union County reli-
gious leaders and lay people, includ-
ing Rabbi Charles Kroloff and mem-

bers of Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield, to respond to the crisis of
homelessness in Union County.

Its original program is the emer-
gency housing provided by the IHN.
The network is comprised of area
congregations, which take turns host-
ing up to 14 single women and fami-
lies. The shelter provides these
people with a safe place to stay while
they begin to rebuild their lives.

In 1995, Homefirst purchased its
first house to provide transitional hous-
ing for families leaving the shelter.
Since then, it has continued to pur-
chase and renovate single- and multi-
family homes and condominiums to
provide safe, comfortable housing for
extremely low-income families.

For more information, please con-
tact Carolyn Shane, executive direc-
tor, at (908) 232-6770 or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit  tewnj.org.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

HERMANN & BATEMAN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Federal & State Tax
Disputes

� Tax Collection Matters

� Failure to File

� Innocent Spouse

� Sales & Employment Tax

� Audits

Employment
Law

� Discrimination

� Severance Agreements

� Civil Service

� Employee Benefits

� Wrongful Termination

1108 Springfield Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092
908-654-8484 FAX: 908-654-1347

www.hermannandbateman.com

Historical Groups Post
Spring Assembly Date
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,

April 18, the historical societies of
Westfield will hold their annual
Spring Assembly at 8 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield. The public
is invited to attend.

The Spring Assembly marks the
yearly gathering of five local his-
torical groups, including the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields, the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum Volunteers, the Sons of the
American Revolution and the
Westfield Historical Society.

This year, Sherry Lange and Janet
Murphy, both volunteer members
of the Miller-Cory House Museum,
will give a presentation on “New
Jersey Indians…Lenape Indian
Lore.” This program will focus on
the culture and everyday life of the
Lenape Indians, who were local to
pre-Colonial New Jersey. A social
period and refreshments will fol-
low the presentation.

Parking is available in the church
parking lot or in the public lot adja-
cent to the church. For more infor-
mation, please call the Miller-Cory
House Museum weekday mornings
at (908) 232-1776.

Workshop to Be Held
On College Admissions

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will welcome
back Angela Fleznor, founder of Col-
lege Choice Consultants, on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7 p.m.

Ms. Fleznor will present a free
workshop on college admission Do’s
and Don’ts to assist high school jun-
iors as they approach their college
search and admission process.

An educator with more than 30
years of experience, she works with
students and their families on the
college admission process. She pre-
sented a program on the college ad-
mission process at the Scotch Plains
Public Library last November.

The seminar will be held in the
library’s Community Room. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information or direc-
tions, please call (908) 322-5007.

Hiking Club Invites
Public to Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a regular and var-
ied program of hiking and bicycling
activities designed to provide whole-
some recreation while contributing to
physical fitness. Most events take place
in central and northern New Jersey.
Annual membership dues are $10.
Guests are invited to participate in
several outings. For a complimentary
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.

High School Expo
Presented by The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark

Monday, April 16
Archdiocesan Center

Newark

Tuesday, April 17
Marist High School

Bayonne

Wednesday, April 18
St. Michael School

Union

Monday, April 23
Our Lady of Sorrows School

South Orange

Tuesday, April 24
Annunciation Parish 

Paramus

Wednesday, April 25
Queen of Peace 

Elementary School
North Arlington5th, 6th and 7th Grade Students and Parents

Take this opportunity to meet and speak with Student
Representatives and Admissions Personnel from 

numerous Catholic High Schools

Br ighter  Hear ts ,  Br ighter  Minds ,  Br ighter  Dreams

(COOP) Admissions Exam 
Friday, Nov. 9, 2007 for  Sept. 2008 admission.

For directions & participating schools see:

www.rcan.org/schools

Or call:
(973) 497-4258
All Sessions  from 
7 PM to 8:30 pm

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
102 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Rosewood and Rhythm
To Perform at Library
FANWOOD – In celebration of

April as Jazz Appreciation Month,
the Fanwood Memorial Library and
the Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library will present Rosewood
and Rhythm on Sunday, April 22, at 2
p.m. at the library.

This trio delivers a multicultural
program of pulsating Spanish and
Brazilian influenced music, incorpo-
rating guitar, cello and percussion
with vocals in English, Portuguese
and Spanish.

The ensemble performs driving,
eclectic improvisations set to Brazil-
ian sambas and choros, Spanish rum-
bas and boleros and Argentine tangos.

Guitarist and singer Jeff Ausfahl
has had an extensive career as a jazz
and classical guitarist. He has been
giving workshop concerts through the
New York City public schools Music
Outreach program for over 20 years.
A cellist and a percussionist make up
the rest of the trio.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. To reserve a seat at this free
program, please call the library at (908)
322-6400 or sign up at the library.

First Baptist to Host
Senior Aid Program

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield and the Union
County Division on Aging will
present a program on Sunday, April
15, at noon at the church on state and
county aid for senior citizens. First
Baptist is located at 170 Elm Street.

This program will cover Pharma-
ceutical Assistance; the Senior Gold
prescription program; Low Income
Home Energy Assistance; changes to
Medicare and the Medicare Part D
prescription drug program; Reverse
Mortgage information; caregiver ser-
vices and Supplemental Social Secu-
rity Income screening.

Resource directories for older
adults will be given to those in atten-
dance. Donna Farrell, coordinator of
the Union County Outreach Program,
will be presenting. For more informa-
tion, please contact the First Baptist
Church at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
visit fbcwestfield.org/ online.

SCOUT PRIDE…Last month, Brownie Troop 614 created a poster of troop
activities to celebrate Girl Scout Week, which began on March 12. The girls also
wrote to soldiers in Iraq and practiced songs for the April 20 Sing-Along
commemorating the 95th anniversary of Girl Scouts of the United States of
America and the 50th anniversary of the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council.
Troop 614 members are second graders at St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School in Scotch Plains. They are pictured with two members of Junior Troop 256,
who have been working with Brownie troops to earn their Junior Aide Awards.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

JCC to Present
Used Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will hold its
semi-annual used book sale from
Monday to Friday, April 23 to 27.

Proceeds from this sale, to take place
at the JCC, will benefit the JCC’s
Senior Adult Services Department’s
Nutrition Program, which provides hot
meals for senior citizens.

Donations of gently used books
will be accepted from Monday, April
16, through Friday, April 20. Fiction,
nonfiction (excluding textbooks) and
children’s books will be welcome.

For more information about the
sale or the Senior Adult Services
Department, please contact Nan
Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 207. Infor-
mation also is available at jccnj.org.


