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WF Budget Newsletter
To Arrive in Mail

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education announced that
its newsletter “Emphasis on Educa-
tion” would be mailed to residents
this week. It contains information
about the school district’s budget that
will be voted on this Tuesday, April
17.

Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Information on the budget is posted
on westfieldnjk12.org/budget and is
discussed in the “Budget Forum” on
WHS-TV36.

Extra copies of “Emphasis on Edu-
cation” are available in the School/
Community Relations Office at 302
Elm Street and in all school offices.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SAVE THE DATE…Former Governors Brendan Byrne, left, and Richard
Codey, center, along with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield gather in the
Paper Mill Playhouse courtyard before the Monday night rally to save the theater
from closing its doors. See story on page 28.

Town Voters to Decide Fate of
$71.1 Mil. Tax Levy on Tuesday

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield voters
go to the election polls Tuesday, April
17, to decide on a $71.1-million tax
levy. The levy represents a 3.4 per-
cent increase from last year. On the
average assessed home in Westfield
of $181,000, property taxes would
increase $234 if the tax levy passes.

This figure comes after the devel-
opment of a 3-percent increase in
state aid, which was appropriated di-
rectly to tax relief, said Business
Administrator Robert Berman at a
recent board-of-education meeting.
With that increase in aid, the increase
in property taxes over last year was
lowered from 14 cents to 13 cents per
$100 of home valuation.

Under a new state law, districts are
restricted from raising property taxes
by more than 4 percent. This year’s
school tax-levy increase is the lowest
in six years, said Superintendent of
Schools William Foley.

The proposed budget represents
$82.7 million in total spending, con-
stituting $78.3 in operating expenses
and a $2.4-million debt service.

In terms of BOE seats, incumbents
Ginny Leiz, the board’s vice presi-
dent, Richard Solomon and Julia
Walker are running unopposed for
reelection. Board seats are for three
years. Polls will be open from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m.

In neighboring towns, voters in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict will vote on a $2-million bond
referendum to upgrade the district’s
athletic fields. Residents will also
vote on a proposed $65.46-million
school tax levy to support a $74.3-
million budget. If passed, taxes on a
Scotch Plains home assessed at
$121,000 would increase by $328.
Taxes on a home in Fanwood as-
sessed at $84,000 would rise $198
over last year.

Taxes would increase another $11
for the average home in the township
and $16 for the average Fanwood
home to support the bond referen-
dum.

Scotch Plains voters will also se-
lect two BOE candidates among four
hopefuls – Nancy Bauer, Jane
Costello, David Gorbunoff and John

Kubie. Fanwood incumbent Rob
O’Connor runs unopposed.

Garwood voters will vote on a
proposed school tax levy of $6.4
million. The district total school bud-
get this year is $8 million, with $7.3
million of that amount earmarked
for operating expenses. The district’s
debt service includes capital ex-
penses for improvements at Lincoln
School.

If passed, the tax levy would in-
crease taxes on an average home as-
sessed in the borough, at $100,000,
by $188.

Borough residents will also select
three candidates among a field of six
to serve on the borough’s BOE. In-
cumbents Debbie Courtney, Linda
Koenig and Lisa Marano face a chal-
lenge from Sandro Villaraut, Chris

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
BOSTON BOUND...Brian Harris, manager of the Westfield Running Company
store on Elm Street, selects a shoe for a young runner. Mr. Harris will run the Boston
Marathon on Monday. He has established a goal of two hours and 30 minutes,
requiring him to hold an average pace of 5:43 per mile for more than 26 miles.

SP Bd. of Adjustment OK’s
Plans for New Charlie Brown’s

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse officials plan a
groundbreaking for Monday after-
noon for a new restaurant on North
Avenue in Scotch Plains; they expect
to open by Labor Day.

Last Thursday, the township zon-
ing board of adjustment approved
revised plans for a new 6,744-square-
foot restaurant that will replace the
steakhouse building that was de-
stroyed in a January 24 fire.

Representatives of Charlie Brown’s
agreed last month to submit alterna-
tive designs for the restaurant after
the board expressed a lack of enthusi-
asm about the original site plan. Board
chairman Jim Fawcett had described
the proposed new building as having
“a strip-mall appearance,” while fel-
low board member Chris Abeel called
the design “a far departure” from the
previous farmhouse-style building,
which he said had “much more of a

neighborhood feel.”
The new exterior design is similar

in appearance to the original struc-
ture, but will still be a one-story build-
ing with a main entrance at ground
level, officials said. Access to the
building will not require a handicap
ramp or lift, as existed previously due
to the old building’s entrance stairs.

The new building will be about 845
square feet larger than the former
structure and will seat 210 patrons, a
few seats less than the previous res-
taurant. The new building will also
have a sprinkler system.

Last week, architect Salvatore
Lauro requested approval for a sign
facing the railroad tracks at the rear of
the property in an attempt to attract
commuter traffic, but the board re-
jected the request.

Groundbreaking festivities will be
held on Monday, April 16, at 3 p.m.
Political, corporate and community
leaders are expected to attend the
ceremony at  2376 North Avenue.

600 WF Residents Respond
To Superintendent Survey

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Judith Ferguson
of the consulting firm Hazard, Young,
Attea & Associates, Ltd. reported to
the town’s board of education Tues-
day that close to 600 individuals re-
sponded to the online survey con-
cerning the search for a new schools
superintendent. Superintendent Wil-
liam Foley has announced his retire-
ment effective August 31.

The survey, available at the district’s
website, was part of what the firm
calls the “Leadership Profile Assess-
ment,” a tool that combines survey
results with a series of interviews and
group meetings “to solicit input which
would help the board clarify the char-
acteristics it should seek in its new
superintendent,” Ms. Ferguson said.

She said her firm “typically gets
about 100 returns on paper surveys,”
and she was therefore impressed with
the response. “It shows that Westfield
is a very interested community,” she
said.

In reporting the results of profile
assessment, which included garner-
ing opinions from parents, faculty,
administration, support staff, students
and community members, Ms.
Ferguson discussed perceived
strengths and weaknesses of the dis-
trict, as well as the desired character-
istics of a new superintendent.

“I must first point out that this is not
a scientific study. But we do find that,
historically, we get a good consensus
from those involved. This will give
you a pretty good idea of what your
leader should look like as far as his or
her traits and attributes as a superin-
tendent,” Ms. Ferguson said.

She reported that high on the list of

characteristics regarding the
candidate’s background is “prior ex-
perience as a superintendent,” as well
as “experience in fiscal management
of a school system.” Ranked lowest
among the characteristics listed was
“experience in a school district with
diversity.”

With regard to desired skills of the
new superintendent, “organization
and management” and “interpersonal
and public relations” skills ranked
highest. The lowest score went to
skills in “instructional applications
of technology.”

According to the survey, the com-
munity seeks a “collaborative leader
who listens to and respects view-
points of others.” Least important
among the listed future
superintendent’s attributes is the ten-
dency to “place high emphasis on
data-based decision-making.”

Ms. Ferguson said that these low-
ranking characteristics should not be
seen as unimportant; residents sim-
ply deem them less important than
other criteria listed.

Ms. Ferguson reported that, accord-
ing to those surveyed and interviewed,
the district’s “excellent reputation,
highly skilled and committed faculty
and highly motivated students” are
among its biggest strengths.

“In this particular study we’ve
found that there are no huge burning
issues concerning the district. This
community is not unlike other good
suburban communities in New Jersey
– it is not as if Westfield has a whole
list of problems to work with. This is
good news because it is a selling
point for a potential superintendent,”
Ms. Ferguson said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FACE-OFF...Four Democrats will challenge three Republican incumbents and one GOP newcomer in the race for four
Westfield town council seats – one from each ward – this November. Above, top row, Democrats Ross Katz (First Ward), Bruce
Regenstreich (Second Ward), Matt Sontz (Third Ward) and Lenore Scurry (Fourth Ward) will face, bottom row, Republicans
Frank Arena (First Ward), Jo Ann Neylan (Second Ward), Mark Ciarrocca (Third Ward) and Jim Foerst (Fourth Ward).

Fire Chief Kelly Says Goal Is
To Increase Minimum Staffing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After the council
meeting Tuesday night, Fire Chief
Dan Kelly spoke privately to The
Westfield Leader about minimum-
manning levels at the department, a
discussion that arose at a public meet-
ing last month, when Lieutenant
James Ryan, Jr. presented a staffing
concern to the mayor and council.

Concerned over Westfield’s mini-
mum-staffing level of six firefighters,
Lt. Ryan related the amount of per-
sonnel on duty to four injuries suf-
fered in a December fire.

Chief Kelly, who sat in attendance
during Lt. Ryan’s remarks, told The
Leader that while he does have “con-
cerns about the staffing levels, and
the safety of the residents and our
firefighters, we, currently, even at a
minimum manning of six personnel,
are still staffed higher than neighbor-
ing towns that have combination fire
departments.”

Combination departments, such as
Westfield, Cranford, Springfield,
Summit and Roselle, are staffed by
career personnel and supported by

volunteers. Cranford, Roselle and
Summit, according to Chief Kelly,
can see staffing decrease to a mini-
mum of five, while Springfield’s can
drop to three.

He said, “We are revisiting the cur-
rent work schedule of the 24 (hours
on) / 72 (hours off). There may be
other schedules out there…to pro-
vide us with more staffing on a daily
basis. We will revisit vacation poli-
cies, sick-time policies. We’ve no-
ticed a spike in sick-time increases
since 2003 and a 186-percent increase
in sick leave the last calendar year.
That’s a very serious concern of ours.”

He said, “The goal is to see how we
can increase the staffing levels to try
and reach the National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) recommen-
dations.”

In his Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee report, committee
chairman James Foerst said the plan-
ning board has referred to the council
a request to designate the cemetery on
Mountain Avenue as a historic site.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
suggested, after Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Tom Bigosinski asked about
the impact of adopting such a desig-
nation, that the ruling could “offer
immunity from eminent domain.”

Mr. Foerst said town planner Judith
Thornton has done a “thorough” re-
view of the land-use ordinance. She
determined that there is no provision
in the ordinance to charge for special
meetings of the board of adjustment
or planning board.

Ms. Thornton suggested the town
“enact a $750 fee any time someone
requests a special meeting,” Mr. Foerst
said.

“It’s for the benefit of the appli-
cant,” he added, “and then there (are)
certainly costs to the town; those costs
are not reimbursed at this point.”

Mr. Foerst also said Ms. Thornton

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
JESUS WALKS WITH ME…On Good Friday, Westfield’s Timothy Burke,
donning a crown of thorns and carrying the cross, reprised his role as Jesus
Christ, having appeared last year as the religious figure, Christian tradition
states Jesus who was crucified on that date but resurrected on Easter Sunday.
Mr. Burke, who matriculated as a special student at Seton Hall University’s
seminary school, started walking downtown from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield. The cross is constructed of timbers from the original Moeller organ
salvaged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new organ at St. Paul’s Church.
He calls the act “The Gospel Theatre for the Streets.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

3 Westfield Council Incumbents,
5 Hopefuls File for Nov. Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Three Westfield
Republican town council members
and a newcomer will seek to hold
onto a 6-2 town-council majority
against four Democratic challengers
this November.

Incumbents JoAnn Neylan, second
ward, Mark Ciarrocca, third ward,
and James Foerst, fourth ward, seek

re-election to second,  four-year terms.
Joining them is Frank Arena, first
ward, who replaces Peter Echausse,
who is not seeking reelection after
serving seven years on the governing
body, on the Republican ticket.

The Democrats who will challenge
them are: attorney Ross Katz, first
ward; attorney Bruce Regenstreich,
second ward; attorney Matt Sontz,
third ward, and retired Macy’s execu-

tive Lenore Scurry, fourth ward.
Westfield Town Democratic Com-

mittee Chairman Ken Rotter said
Democrats are ready to begin the
Westfield traditional door-to-door
campaign.

“It’s time for a change – and I
believe we can do better,” Mr. Rotter
said.

Two years ago, Democrats picked
up a council seat in the fourth ward
when Tom Bigosinski defeated Eric
Leuthold by one vote in the closest
contested race in town history.

Mr. Katz is Lafayette College
graduate and holds a law degree from
Boston University. He is a member of
Westfield’s environmental issues
committee.

Mr. Regenstreich is a graduate of
Brooklyn College and St. John’s Uni-
versity Law School. A former assis-
tant district attorney, he founded his
own New Jersey 40-attorney law firm
in 1981. He taught law as an adjunct
professor at William Paterson Uni-
versity in Wayne, is a former presi-
dent of the Westfield High School Ice
Hockey Association and has volun-
teered as a coach for girls basketball
and boys baseball.

Mr. Sontz is a graduate of Rutgers
University’s School of Engineering.
He received his law degree from
Rutgers University School of Law in
Camden and practices law at
McCarter & English in Newark. Mr.
Sontz previously worked as a me-
chanical engineer providing oversight
for U.S. Navy shipbuilders in Phila-
delphia and Washington, D.C. He
serves on the Union County Con-
struction Board of Appeals.

The GOP candidates include Mr.
Arena, the brother-in-law of former
mayor Greg McDermott and a candi-
date for county freeholder in 2004.
The candidate, who serves as Mayor
Andy Skibitsky’s designee on the
board of directors of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, works in in-
formation technology sales.

Mrs. Neylan, a stay-at-home
mother, is a graduate of the Brooklyn
Law School and former assistant dis-
trict attorney in Brooklyn. She cur-
rently chairs the council’s public
works committee. Mr. Ciarrocca, an
attorney in Union, chairs the public
safety committee, which worked on
improving traffic “hot spots” in town.
Mr. Foerst, an attorney, chairs the
council’s code review and town prop-
erty committee.

In Mountainside, Mayor Robert
Viglianti seeks a sixth term. He has
served 19 years as mayor after be-
ing a councilman for nine years.
Glenn Mortimer, seeking re-elec-
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POLICE BLOTTER

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
BUNNY NOSE PINK…Tots like five-year-old Sara Melone of Westfield had to
bundle up for the Lion’s Club Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Mindowaskin Park last
Saturday, when temperatures dipped into the 40’s.

ENERGIZER BUNNY…The Westfield branch of PNC Bank and the PNC Easter
Bunny brought holiday smiles and chocolates to downtown shoppers and busi-
nesses last week.

April 17 Elections: Where to Vote
Note: Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m. in Westfield and 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
all other local municipalities.

 ———————
Westfield Polling Places

First Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt Intermediate
School Gym, 302 Clark Street. Districts 3,
5 and 7: Franklin Elementary School Au-
ditorium, 700 Prospect Street. Districts 4
and 6: Westfield Memorial Library, Pro-
gram Room, 550 East Broad Street.

Second Ward:
District 1: Union County Annex, 300
North Avenue. District 2, 3 and 6: Wash-
ington Elementary School Auditorium,
900 St. Marks Avenue. District 4 and 5:
Wilson Elementary School Auditorium,
301 Linden Avenue.

Third Ward:
District 1: Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street. Districts 2, 3 and 4:
Edison Intermediate School Gym, 800
Rahway Avenue. Districts 5, 6 and 7:
Jefferson Elementary School Audito-
rium, 1200 Boulevard.

Fourth Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: McKinley Elementary
School Auditorium, 500 First Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Westfield High School
Lobby, 550 Dorian Road. District 5:
Jefferson Elementary School Audito-
rium, 1200 Boulevard.

———————
Scotch Plains Polling Places

Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle School
Boy’s Gym, 580 Park Avenue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains Library,
Children’s Room, 1927 Bartle Avenue.
Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen School,
Third Grade Hallway, 2280 Evergreen
Avenue.
District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, front hall by auditorium,
Westfield Road.

District 10: Brunner Elementary School,
Front Lobby, Westfield Road.
District 11: St. John the Baptist Church,
2387 Morse Avenue, Fellowship Hall.
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn Elementary
School, Room 10, Roosevelt Avenue.
Districts 14 and 15: Union Catholic High
School Lobby, Martine Avenue. Dis-
tricts 16 and 21: Union Catholic High
School Lobby, Martine Avenue.
Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle School
Auditorium Lobby, 1301 Terrill Road.
Districts 19 and 20: Coles Elementary
School, Lobby, 16 Kevin School.

———————
Fanwood Polling Places

Districts 1 and 2: Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.
District 3: Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital, 330 South Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road.
District 6 and 7: Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

———————
Garwood Polling Places

District 1: Firehouse Building, 415 South
Avenue.
District 2: Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Lincoln School, 400
Second Avenue.

———————
Mountainside Polling Places

District 1 and 6: Municipal Building,
Court Room, 1385 Route 22.
District 2, 7 and 8: Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, 300 Central
Avenue.
District 3, 4 and 5: Presbyterian Church,
Assembly Room, Deerpath and Meet-
ing House Lane.

———————
For Other Locations, see:

ucnj.org/wdivFinal/index.cfm

LaSpina and John Sullivan.
Mountainside residents will vote

on a tax levy of $11,694,735, which
school officials said is 3.75 percent,
or $418,302, over last year. A home-
owner with an assessment of $160,700
would pay $141 over last year in
school taxes. The total school budget
this year is $14,565,752, an increase
of 4.3 percen,t or $598,908, over
2006-2007.

School officials have attributed
the tax increase to a $793,508 hike
in tuition paid by Mountainside to
the Berkeley Heights Board of Edu-
cation to send its high school stu-
dents to Governor Livingston High
School.

Mountainside BOE incumbents
Raymond Haggar, Gene Nagel and
Carmine Venes are running unop-
posed for reelection.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Election

MS Borough Anticipates
Property Tax Jump

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Mayor Robert Viglianti on Tuesday
night provided highlights of the an-
ticipated municipal budget for Fiscal
Year (FY) 2007.

Total general appropriations would
be $10 million, compared to the FY
2006 budget of $9.5 million (5.3-
percent increase).

The mayor said the total increase,
excluding grants, would be $443,383.

The total anticipated tax levy for
support of the municipal budget is
about $5.8 million, compared to last
year’s $5.3 million (9.4-percent in-
crease).

The municipal portion of the prop-
erty tax in the borough is about 20
percent of the total. The school tax is
about 60 percent; the county tax is
about 20 percent.

For the municipal portion of the
property tax, the mayor anticipates
an increase per household anywhere
from $153 to $170, or between nine
and 10 tax points. He noted that last
year’s municipal tax increase came to
$141 per household, eight tax points.

He said total increase in the
borough’s operating expenses was
about $102,000, which would come
to about two tax points. He said in-
creases mandated by the State and
other authorities increased the bud-
get by $340,000. “It’s all Trenton, not
us,” the mayor said.

Increases include $59,692 more to
the library as per state mandate,
$90,278 more towards pension funds
for police and fire personnel and
$25,000 more towards the pension
fund for other state employees. In-
creases in health-insurance costs to-
tal $76,000.

In addition, the increase from the
Rahway Valley Sewage Authority
(RVSA) is $90,068 over last year.

The mayor said some municipali-
ties have taken RVSA cost out of the
tax bill in order to bill separately. He
said while taxes might then appear
lower, residents of those municipali-
ties would still receive a separate bill,
which would cost the borough time
and money.

“You’re not helping the local tax-
payer on this one,” he said.

Mayor Viglianti said last year’s
budget included a $2.2 million sur-
plus. He said $1.6 million of that
surplus was used.

This year, he said, there was less of
a surplus, $1.8 million. “We lost
$400,000 in surplus that we didn’t
recoup.”

He said the borough “met antici-
pated revenues but didn’t exceed
them.”

Although the budget numbers can
change depending on the amount of
state aid granted, the mayor said he
has asked every department in the
borough, except “Building and
Grounds,” to cut its operating ex-
penses by five percent.

He said Borough Hall needs about
$15,000 in renovations, including pipe
repairs. The building was last reno-
vated 11 years ago.

Mayor Viglianti said if state aid
numbers come out soon, he plans to
introduce the final budget this month
and pass it next month. If not, the
budget cannot pass until June.

He said he’s trying to expedite the
process as much as possible.

More detailed budget information
is expected to be released at next
week’s regular meeting.

In other business, borough admin-
istrator James Debbie said in light of
an underage drinking party on Wood
Valley Road in November, he is re-

searching ordinances in neighboring
towns that allow minors to be charged.

Borough police dropped the case
against the 56 minors arrested. Mr.
Debbie said a local ordinance states
that minors cannot be charged in such
instances. Adults, however, can.

In this case, the father of the
Mountainside teenager who threw the
party, Stefan Puzyk, was found guilty
of two counts of allowing alcohol to
be served to minors.

Mr. Debbie said a state statute au-
thorizes municipalities to pass local
ordinances for underage drinking. He
said he is researching an ordinance
from Cranford that allows minors to
be charged in such cases.

Borough attorney John Post said he
would follow up on the proposed
ordinance.

At the work session, the mayor and
council also discussed acting on bids
to resurface local tennis courts.

Council president Keith Turner
said, “I don’t think we have much of
a choice,” adding “it’s either that or
we close (the courts) down.”

The council also discussed autho-
rizing the purchase of savings bonds
for Valedictorian and Salutatorian of
the Deerfield School graduating class.

The Valedictorian will receive a
$300 bond and the Salutatorian will
receive a $200 bond.

Mr. Turner suggested possibly in-
creasing the reward.

Also discussed was a resolution of
commendation for the fifth- and sixth-
grade traveling boys basketball team.

Mr. Turner said the team placed
first in its division and lost in the
championship after it was bumped up
to the next division.

He credited the team’s coach, John
Amalfe, for the record.

“What he does with these kids is
something to witness,” said Mr.
Turner. “He really does a wonderful
job.”

The mayor and borough council
will meet Tuesday at 8 p.m. in bor-
ough hall for their regular meeting.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING OFFICE… Garwood Board of Education candidates present their views
to the public at a forum last Thursday. Pictured, left to right, are: Debbie Courtney,
Sandro Villaraut, Lisa Marano, Chris LaSpina, Linda Koenig and John Sullivan.

Six BOE Candidates Debate
At PTA-Sponsored Forum

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Last Thursday, more
than 50 residents turned out at Lin-
coln School for the Parent-Teacher
Association-sponsored “Meet the
Candidates” night.

Six candidates are vying for three,
three-year terms on the borough’s
board of education, including incum-
bents Linda Koenig, Debbie Courtney
and Lisa Marano, who are challenged
by contenders Chris LaSpina, Sandro
Villaraut and John Sullivan.

Ms. Courtney, Ms. Marano and Mr.
Villaraut concurred that children learn
better by touching, feeling and doing.
The three pointed to the FOSS pilot
program (Full Option Science Sys-
tem) for kindergarten through eighth
grade and the Everyday Math pro-
gram.

Mr. LaSpina and Mr. Sullivan dis-
cussed raising the level and expecta-
tions of the children. Mr. Sullivan
said, “My top priority is the chil-
dren.”

Mr. Villaraut, who owns his own
business, said he has flexible work

hours and that residents would be
able to meet with him almost any-
time. He said, “[my] business experi-
ence would be helpful in financial
decisions. I’ve had residents tell me
they weren’t happy with certain
things, and I want to help.”

Ms. Koenig said, “I have more time
to devote to the BOE. I’ve been doing
this for over 20 years. There are still
things I want to finish. The BOE is
not an individual [endeavor], and you
have to be able to work with other
people. I want to oversee the send/
receive contract we have with Clark
and want our students to get proper
recognition for their successes. We
have great teachers but don’t know if
they have the resources they need.”

“You have to [not] micromanage
and work with other people in com-
mittees,” said Ms. Courtney. “Two
years wasn’t enough. I have so much
to learn, especially with the budget
process.”

Mr. LaSpina said he “wants to be
part of a committee to help kids get a
better education.”

Ms. Marano said she “enjoyed be-
ing on [the BOE] and would like to
continue to help.” She asked the vot-
ers to review her campaign website,
votelisamarano.com.

On the issue of taxes, the three
contenders noted that they would like
to look over the budget, every line
item, and see what they can cut back
on, while also using their financial
expertise to see what can be done.

Ms. Courtney said, “During the
budget session, we did go over every
line. There are set costs that you must
abide by.”

“The school BOE budget is differ-
ent than any other budget. We had no
tax increase last year and are looking
at cutting back on administrative
costs, without taking anything away
from the schools,” said Ms. Marano.

In other business, the PTA held an
appreciation ceremony for past PTA
presidents. Sue Baron, current PTA
president, handed out glass candle
holders to former presidents Mary
Guare, 1958-1960; Joan Toth, 1972-
1974; Rosalie Gaeta, 1979-1981;
Evelyn Archibald, 1985-1987;
Darlene Lipsett, 1996-1998; Karen
Russin, 2002-2004, and Karen
Resetar, 2005-2006.

“They have set the foundation and
continued that hard work throughout
the years to where we are today,” Ms.
Baron said.

It was announced that the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood would
hold an appreciation dinner/dance on
Thursday, April 26, at The Westwood
on North Avenue. They will award
former Garwood resident and Super-
intendent of the New Jersey State
Police Joseph “Rick” Fuentes with a
“People Making a Difference” award.
Tickets are $40. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-0331 ext. 1450.

The PTA will sponsor a parent
Internet safety seminar on Tuesday,
April 17, at 7 p.m. at the Lincoln
School. Officer Sam Rocco of the
Garwood Police Department will host
the event.

The most frequently cited issues
or concerns about the district in-
clude the “high demand of parents,
spiraling cost of special education
and the turnover of administrative
staff.”

Board member Beth Cassie re-
sponded to this last observation about
administrative turnover by saying, “I
can understand that there is a con-
cern, but we have to remember that
this is not typical in this district. For
example, the previous high school
principal (Robert Petix) was here for
something like 26 years.”

Ms. Ferguson told the board that
“nationally, the average span for a
superintendent is about three years,
less so for urban districts.”

“So Dr. Foley holding the position
for 11 years is not typical,” said Anne
Riegel, BOE president.

“I think your goal for a long-term
commitment is a good one. But we
have to be realistic and face the statis-
tics,” Ms. Ferguson said. “A five-year
contract is the most the state will
allow.”

Ms. Riegel asked about the timeline
of the search. “Do we still have the
goal of finding a superintendent by
the end of June?”

“We are grudgingly optimistic
about that,” Ms. Ferguson replied.
“Assuming that everything goes
swimmingly well, you will have a
new superintendent by September 1.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Superintendent
reviewed the Historical Preservation
Ordinance with Town Engineer Ken
Marsh and Attorney Bob Cockren.
“She has tried to give (the Westfield
Historical Preservation Commission)
a little more teeth in an advisory
capacity,” Mr. Foerst said.

Mr. Marsh said the amendments
would eliminate a clause that “allows
(people), after one year having been
denied, to do what they want. That
loophole is gone now.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

Westfield
Monday, April 2, Jamie

Firsichbaum, 26, of Kenilworth was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Springfield Avenue and Michael
Drive on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, including one from Hope, with
bail set at $101, and another from
Garwood, with bail of $89. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 3, Richard Johnson,
48, of Westfield was arrested in a rear
yard in the 300 block of Windsor Av-
enue and charged with obstructing the
administration of law. He subsequently
was released with a summons.

Wednesday, April 4, Michael F.
Ricoca, 24, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
Roselle Park traffic warrants, with a
combined bail of $1,750. He also was
arrested on criminal warrants from
Elizabeth, with bail of $500, and
Woodbridge, with bail of $1,000.
Ricoca was transported to the Union
County jail pending a court hearing.

Wednesday, April 4, Jesenia V.
Gonzalez, 23, of Westfield was arrested
following an investigation at West Broad
Street and Marion Avenue on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $300 bail.

Wednesday, April 4, someone threw
a lit firecracker into the foyer of a
home on the 100 block of Golf Edge.
A search of the area was conducted
with negative results.

Friday, April 6, Derek Garrett, 18, of
Fanwood was arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor vehicle
stop on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. He was issued summonses
and released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, April 8, Adam Kusen, 18,
of Newark, Anthony Singh, 18, of
Jersey City and Delio Luna, 18, of
Jersey City were arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Boulevard. All were charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were released
with summonses.

Sunday, April 8, Larry Comasco,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Dudley
and Highland Avenues on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from Glen Ridge
and Clifton, with bail amounts of
$500 and $188, respectively. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, April 8, a resident of the 200
block of Springfield Avenue reported
that the mailbox at his residence was
knocked off its post and damaged by
unknown means. The mailbox and its
post were situated at the curb line.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 4, John W. Dawson,

29, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license.
He also was charged with an outstand-
ing $500 traffic warrant out of Irvington.
Dawson was stopped by police on Route
22, East at the Mountainside/Spring-
field border for operating an unregis-

tered vehicle and for a damaged driver
side door lock.

Wednesday, April 4, Earl A. Price,
41, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant for contempt of
court from the Mountainside Munici-
pal Court, with bail set at $1,074.
Price was picked up at the Linden
Police Department and turned over to
borough police.

Saturday, April 7, Cristobal Diaz,
36, of Elizabeth was arrested on Route
22, East, and charged with being an
unlicensed driver. He also was
charged on an outstanding warrant.

Monday, April 9, Joselito Suarez,
44, of Belleville was arrested on Route
22, East, opposite Central Avenue on
an outstanding warrant for hindering
apprehension or prosecution. He also
was charged with being an unlicensed
and uninsured driver, driving with a
suspended license and making an
unsafe lane change, police said.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 5, a resident of

Victor Street reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while
it was parked in the street in front of
his house.

Thursday, April 5, a resident of
Briarcliff Drive reported that some-
one smashed the window of her ve-
hicle while it was parked in front of
her house.

Thursday, April 5, a Terrill Road
business reported that the store was
broken into and that several hundred
dollars was stolen from the cash reg-
ister.

Friday, April 6, a resident of Pros-
pect Avenue reported that someone
entered his home and stole several items.

Friday, April 6, Jay Boyce, 42, of
Perth Amboy was arrested and
charged with burglary and resisting
arrest. According to police, officers
responded to an alarm at a Route 22
store and noticed Boyce in close prox-
imity to the site. After a brief foot
pursuit, Boyce was found hiding in a
nearby garage with numerous items
from the store allegedly in his posses-
sion, police said. He was transported
to the Union County jail where he is
being held on $150,000 bail.

Sunday, April 8, Joshua Kay, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of cocaine.
According to police, officers re-
sponded to a report of suspicious ac-
tivity and found Kay sitting in a parked
vehicle. After further investigation,
the cocaine was discovered, police
said. Kay was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released with a summons.

Sunday, April 8, Leon Allen, 18,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with motor vehicle theft and
eluding police. According to police,
officers observed a vehicle traveling
without its headlights on after dark,
and after further investigation deter-
mined the vehicle to be stolen. Allen
was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and re-
leased with a summons, police said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fall Election Filings
tion to his council seat, has served
as a councilman for eight years. He
ran for freeholder in 2006. Republi-
can Jeff Wass seeks election for the
first time; he will replace 25-year
veteran Councilman Werner Schon,
who is not seeking re-election. No
Democrats will challenge the Re-
publican candidates.

In Garwood, incumbent Democrat
Councilman Charles Lombardo will
run for a council seat with newcomer
Stephen Napolitano, a partner in a
Springfield accounting firm, a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board
and treasurer of its recreation com-
mission.

They will face off against Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, a law student
who came within 25 tallies of win-
ning a council seat in 2004, and Den-
nis Clark, a supervisor/dispatcher for
a medical courier in South Plainfield.
Mr. Clark ran for council last year.

Republican incumbent Victor
DeFilippo will not seek re-election.
Mr. Sytko and Mr. Clark serve as
president and recording secretary,
respectively, of the Garwood Repub-
lican Club.

Mr. Clark said he was running be-
cause Garwood needs a “better bal-
ance of government.”

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
a Democrat, seeks a second term
against Republican Patricia Lindsey,
the wife of former councilman and
mayoral contender, Chester Lindsey.
Also seeking re-election are Demo-
cratic council members Katherine
Mitchell, a registered nurse, seeking a
fourth term, and Joseph Higgins, a

land-use and site planner with the New
Jersey Schools Construction Corpo-
ration, running for a second term.

They will face Republicans Janek
Anthony Skutnick, a retired U.S.
Army lieutenant colonel, and Joel
Stroz, a corporate litigation attorney,
in November. Mr. Stroz ran for coun-
cil in 2004.

County Democrats seek to keep
their 9-0 majority on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Plainfield City
Councilman Rayland Van Blake joins
incumbents Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth and Board Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford on the Demo-
cratic ticket. Mr. Van Blake replaces
Freeholder Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, whom the Union County
Democratic organization bounced
from the ticket.

They will face Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, making her
fourth consecutive run for the board;
former Cranford mayor and commit-
teeman Wally Shackell and Robert
Reilly of Winfield Park. Mr. Shackell
and Mr. Reilly both previously ran
for freeholder.

In the race for Union County sher-
iff, veteran Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, a
Democrat, faces a challenge from
Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit,
who ran against the sheriff in 2004.

In state legislative races, in District
21, Democratic Long Hill Township
Committeewoman Gina Genovese
challenges State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, a Republican, in the
race for State Senate. In the Assem-
bly race, Democrats Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norm Albert of
Cranford oppose Mr. Kean’s
runningmates, incumbent Assembly-
men Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz.
Both Democrats previously ran for
the Assembly. The legislative district
includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood and Cranford.

In District 22, which includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, State
Senator Nicholas Scutari of Linden
seeks a second term. He will be op-
posed in the Democratic Primary by
Bill Campbell of North Plainfield.
Republican Bryan Des Rochers of
Rahway will face the winner in No-
vember. Democratic Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
are unopposed in their quest for re-
election.
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FANWOOD DEMS…The 2007 Fanwood Democratic Club officers are chosen.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Russell Huegel, secretary; Tom Plante, outgoing
president; Steve Falco, treasurer; Vikki Cook, first vice president; Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr; Peter Sayles, second vice president, and Daniel Zucker,
president. See release on page 12.

Scotch Hills CC to Host
John Shippen Tournament

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, at its
meeting Monday night, approved the
John Shippen Memorial Golf
Foundation’s Youth Club annual tour-
nament to be held at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Saturday, June 30.

The John Shippen Memorial Golf
Foundation is a non-profit organiza-
tion that commemorates the influ-
ence of John Shippen, an African-
American who worked with youth at
the Shady Rest Golf and Country
Club (now known as Scotch Hills
Country Club) and participated in the
1896 U.S. Open. According to the
recreation commission, the township

is working with the organization to
host the event on the original grounds
where Mr. Shippen played to raise
scholarship money for minority
youths.

“John Shippen coached at this golf
course for over 30 years, and we want
to keep his legend alive,” said Perry
John, coach for the John Shippen
Memorial Golf Foundation. “We will
have a youth tournament with nine
holes or 18 holes, and we are expect-
ing 36 kids to participate.”

The tournament is dedicated to
exposing, teaching and promoting the
game of golf to youth to create char-
acter and critical thinking, officials
said. The organization requested the

SP-F Voters to Decide BOE
Referendum, Tax Levy, SP Race
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, over the last
three months, voters have debated a
$2-million bond referendum, which
appears on Tuesday’s school elec-

tion ballot as a separate question
from that of the school tax levy. In
addition, Scotch Plains residents will
elect two candidates from among a
field of four for seats of the board of
education.

Should voters accept the bond

referendum, $875,000 and $650,000
would be used to cover Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s var-
sity football field and soccer field,
respectively, with artificial turf. The
remaining $475,000 would go to-
wards replacing the high-school
track field.

The bond’s tax impact would be
$11 per year for Scotch Plains
homeowners and $16 per year for
Fanwood homeowners.

Some residents have argued that
the BOE should not ask voters to pay
for athletic field improvements while
cutting academic expenses forced
by the state-imposed, 4-percent tax-
levy cap on municipalities’ property
taxes.

On the ballot, the bond is a separate
question from the BOE’s budget tax
levy, as allowed by law. The $2 mil-
lion is not included in the school
district’s operating budget.

BOE members and bond support-
ers say the tax-levy cap and the bond
referendum are unrelated, that main-
taining grass fields is more expensive
in the long run and that student-ath-
letes have been injured on the fields
in their present state, falling due to
holes in the fields.

The school-budget question asks
voters to accept the BOE’s proposed
$64.45-million tax levy. If the tax
levy passes, Scotch Plains residents
would see a $328 tax increase for a
home assessed at $121,000. Fanwood
homeowners would pay $198 over
last year on a home assessed at
$84,000. This year’s tax levy increases
over last year’s levy approximately
3.8 percent.

The race for BOE seats involves
five candidates. Incumbent Rob
O’Connor runs unopposed for his
Fanwood seat on the BOE. Despite
running unopposed, Mr. O’Connor
asked voters throughout his campaign
to turn out and vote for him, saying
one year a write-in candidate beat an
incumbent.

In Scotch Plains, BOE President
Thomas Russo and member Craig
Nowlin did not seek re-election, leav-
ing two seats open. The four candi-
dates running for the two seats are
Nancy Bauer, Jane Costello, David
Gorbunoff and John Kubie.

Mrs. Bauer holds a master’s degree
in early childhood education and
works at a New Jersey university,
where she finds teaching positions
for student teachers. She is president
of the SPFHS Ice Hockey Associa-
tion.

Mrs. Costello is a stay-at-home
mom who’s previously worked out-
side the home as a special-education
teacher. She holds degrees in psy-
chology and education. She is vice
president of a Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation chapter.

Mr. Gorbunoff is director of opera-
tions for a program that provides $2.5
billion annually to schools and librar-
ies nationwide for technology ser-
vices. Prior to his present position, he

FACE-OFF...Four candidates vie for two Scotch Plains seats on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education in the race to be decided next Tuesday, April 17.
Pictured above, clockwise, are: Nancy Bauer, Jane Costello, John Kubie and
David Gorbunoff. Not pictured, incumbent Rob O’Connor runs unopposed for
his Fanwood seat on the board.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVE THE DATE…Former Governors Brendan Byrne, left, and Richard Codey, center, along with Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, gather in the Paper Mill Playhouse courtyard before the Monday night rally to save the theater from
closing its doors. See story on page 28.

SP Bd. of Adjustment OK’s
Plans for New Charlie Brown’s

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse officials plan a
groundbreaking for Monday after-
noon for a new restaurant on North
Avenue in Scotch Plains; they expect
to open by Labor Day.

Last Thursday, the township zon-
ing board of adjustment approved
revised plans for a new 6,744-square-
foot restaurant that will replace the
steakhouse building that was de-
stroyed in a January 24 fire.

Representatives of Charlie Brown’s
agreed last month to submit alterna-
tive designs for the restaurant after
the board expressed a lack of enthusi-
asm about the original site plan. Board
chairman Jim Fawcett had described
the proposed new building as having
“a strip-mall appearance,” while fel-
low board member Chris Abeel called
the design “a far departure” from the
previous farmhouse-style building,
which he said had “much more of a
neighborhood feel.”

The new exterior design is similar
in appearance to the original struc-
ture, but will still be a one-story build-
ing with a main entrance at ground
level, officials said. Access to the
building will not require a handicap

ramp or lift, as existed previously due
to the old building’s entrance stairs.

The new building will be about 845
square feet larger than the former
structure and will seat 210 patrons, a
few seats less than the previous res-
taurant. The new building will also
have a sprinkler system.

Last week, architect Salvatore
Lauro requested approval for a sign
facing the railroad tracks at the rear of
the property in an attempt to attract
commuter traffic, but the board re-
jected the request.

Groundbreaking festivities will be
held on Monday, April 16, at 3 p.m.
Political, corporate and community
leaders are expected to attend the
ceremony at the restaurant site, 2376
North Avenue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Mayor, Council Encourage
Residents to Volunteer in Comm. Activities

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council on
Tuesday night reached out to bor-
ough residents to encourage more
people to volunteer in community

activities. They made the appeal dur-
ing their public meeting, at which
they acknowledged a number of ac-
tive residents.

“I just want to stress that if you are
out there and are interested in serving
the community, don’t hesitate to reach
out to us,” Mayor Mahr said. The
governing body made three appoint-
ments and recognized two residents
for their efforts in community service
at the meeting.

Daniel Strachman, Jim Dozier and
Margaret Chowdhury were appointed
to volunteer posts on community
boards. Mr. Strachman and Mr. Dozier
were both appointed to the Union
County Community Development
Block Grant Council, and Ms.
Chowdhury was named to an expir-
ing post on the environmental com-
mission.

The mayor said the new members
of the public boards had called the
borough to volunteer their time to the
community.

“As you can see we now have three
brand new individuals getting in-
volved in our community,” she said.
“We encourage anyone interested in
volunteering to contact us.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce pro-
posed one way for families to get
involved by reminding residents about
the Clean Community Day events.

“This is a great way for our resi-

dents to come out and get involved in
the community and meet some of
their neighbors and families in the
borough,” Ms. Dolce said.

Clean Community Day organizes
residents to go through the borough
and help remove any trash or aban-
doned items that take away from pub-
lic places. The event is scheduled for
Saturday, April 21; participants will
receive a T-shirt and refreshments for
their involvement.

The mayor also recognized the ef-
forts of Fanwood residents Scott
Berger, 15, who reached the rank of
Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of
America, as well as Adrienne
Robertiello, who has been active in
Autism awareness programs.

Councilman Joseph Higgins pre-
sented Ms. Robertiello with a procla-
mation recognizing April as Autism
Awareness Month.

Ms. Robertiello has a child who
has been diagnosed with autism. “For
families like my own, autism aware-
ness is every day,” she said. “A diag-
nosis of autism is devastating for fami-
lies.”

She said many families with autis-
tic children face high demands of
time and energy in caring for the
complex needs of these children.

“(Autism) affects every facet of a
child’s development and every aspect

Municipal Building to Close
Tomorrow for Renovations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The munici-
pal building on Park Avenue will be
closed tomorrow so that heavy steel
trusses can be lifted onto the roof as
part of the building’s $3.8 million
renovation.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said at the township council’s meet-
ing on Tuesday that the building must
be closed “for safety reasons,” add-
ing that he expects it “to be the only
inconvenience to the general pub-
lic” during the refurbishment and
expansion project, which officials
expect to be completed by the end of
June.

In addition, the adjacent municipal
parking lot will be closed today and
tomorrow. Mr. Atkins said the build-
ing and the parking lot would re-open
on Monday.

So as not to inconvenience busi-
ness owners and shoppers in the
downtown business district, the
township will ask municipal employ-
ees to park their cars at Memorial
Park on Plainfield Avenue and take
busses to the municipal building to-
day instead of using the downtown
municipal lots.

In other business, up to 300 Scotch
Plains residents will be able to pur-
chase permits allowing them to dis-
pose of brush, grass clippings and
other organic materials at the

Westfield Conservation Center on
Lamberts Mill Road this year. The
council approved the interlocal agree-
ment, which was first implemented
during the last half of 2006, in which
$110 permits will be available imme-
diately on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Residents can buy a permit at the
Westfield Engineering Office at 959
North Avenue. Township residents
will need to show a driver’s license or
a tax bill as proof of residency.

The council also approved a reso-
lution that will allow residents to use
credit cards to pay for online registra-
tion fees for the various recreation
programs that are available. Deputy
Mayor Paulette Coronato said she
believes residents, especially those
who work during the day, will wel-
come the new option.

Mayor Martin Marks said the new
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JESUS WALKS WITH ME…On Good Friday, Westfield’s Timothy Burke, donning
a crown of thorns and carrying the cross, reprised his role as Jesus Christ, having
appeared last year as the religious figure. Christian tradition states Jesus was crucified
on that date but resurrected on Easter Sunday. Mr. Burke, who matriculated as a
special student at Seton Hall University’s seminary school, started walking downtown
from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield. The cross is constructed of timbers
from the original Moeller organ salvaged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new
organ at St. Paul’s Church. He calls the act “The Gospel Theatre for the Streets.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Mahr Seeks Second Term as FW
Mayor, Will Face Patricia Lindsey

By WAYNE BAKER
and PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor
Colleen Mahr, a Democrat, this week
officially filed to run for a second

four-year term. She faces opposition
from Patricia Lindsey, the wife of
former councilman Chester Lindsey.
In the race for two seats on the bor-
ough council, Democratic incumbents
Katherine Mitchell and Joseph

Higgins face opposition from Repub-
licans Janek Anthony Skutnick and
Joel Stroz. Democrats hold a 6-0
majority on the council.

Mayor Mahr described her desire
to run for a second term as mayor by
saying, “We’ve come a long way in a
short time.” She said that “continuing
to move downtown forward is the key
reason” for her seeking re-election.
She also commented on the friend-
ships she has made as mayor and her
desire to fill needs in the borough,
including improving pedestrian walk-
ways.

Prior to her service as mayor, Ms.
Mahr worked in the Jersey City
Mayor’s Office and was involved in
its waterfront redevelopment.

Mrs. Lindsey is a 49-year resident
of Fanwood who lives on Midway
Avenue. She is retired; she finished
her career working at Siemens, a
German electronics manufacturer.
Mrs. Lindsey is a grandmother and
had previously served 15 years on
Fanwood’s Board of Health, includ-
ing 10 years as its president.

Ms. Mitchell, a registered nurse,
seeks a fourth three-year term on
council. She chairs the council’s Ad-



Page 12 Thursday, April 12, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

POLICE BLOTTER

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
2284 SOUTH AVENUE
SCOTCH PLAINS

On average, drivers who switched to
Allstate

saved $338 a year. Call me today.

Based on information reported by 5,291 new customers who purchased directly from an Allstate Customer Information Center. 
Actual savings will vary. Insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New
Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL TOURNAMENT SET…Perry John, right, coach of John Shippen
Youth Golf Club, asks the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission to use Scotch
Hills County Club for the annual John Shippen Tournament.

use of the golf course from 7 a.m. to
2 p.m. for the competition. An awards
ceremony and luncheon is scheduled
for after the tournament.

“As an organization, we want to
work with you because of the history
surrounding this golf course,” Ed
Zazzali, commission chairman, said.
“We need you to just clarify what you
are doing because it is one of our
busiest days for the town, and we are
willing to cut our hours for your event.”

To clarify the event program, Rec-
reation Director Ray Poerio will work
with Thurman Simmons, chairman
of the organization, to validate a cer-
tificate of insurance and hours of the
tournament.

The recreation commission also an-
nounced that it has opened up the bid
for the renovation of the soccer field
at Jerseyland Park to 11 firms. The
project includes the demolition of a
house and redoing the bleechers, wall
ball court and field.

At a recent Scotch Plains township
council meeting, the council sought
clarification on the Recreation
Commission’s budget and asked the
commission to explain which chemi-
cals are used on which parks, in addi-
tion to whose staff touches the chemi-
cals used. It includes the demolition
of a house and redoing the bleechers,
wall ball court and field.

worked as a contractor in construc-
tion trades and spent five years as an
auditor in the property and casualty
insurance industry.

Mr. Kubie holds a doctoral degree
in neuroscience and has been a fac-
ulty member of Downstate Medical
School in Brooklyn for the past 25
years. Mr. Gorbunoff and Mr. Kubie
ran for BOE seats in last year’s elec-
tion, and, at last month’s candidates’
forum, both told voters they have
been active in school groups.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Election

WF, GW, Mountainside
To Decide School Tax Levies
AREA – Westfield voters will de-

cide on a $71.1-million tax levy to
support a total budget of $82.7 mil-
lion, $78.3 million of which is for
current operating expenses. The levy
represents a 3.4-percent increase from
last year and would hike taxes $234
on the average assessed home in
Westfield of $181,500.

In terms of board of education seats,
incumbents Ginny Leiz, the board’s
vice president, Richard Solomon and
Julia Walker are running unopposed
for re-election to three-year seats.
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m.

Garwood voters will vote on a
proposed school tax levy of $6.4
million. The district’s total school

budget this year is $8 million, with
$7.3 million of that amount ear-
marked for operating expenses. The
district’s debt service includes capi-
tal expenses for improvements at
Lincoln School.

If passed, the tax levy would in-
crease taxes on an average home as-
sessed in the borough, at $100,000,
by $188.

Borough residents will also select
three candidates among a field of six
to serve on the borough’s BOE. In-
cumbents Debbie Courtney, Linda
Koenig and Lisa Marano face a chal-
lenge from Sandro Villaraut, Chris
LaSpina and John Sullivan.

Mountainside residents will vote
on a tax levy of $11,694,735, which
school officials said is 3.75 percent,
or $418,302, over last year. A home-
owner with an assessment of $160,700
would pay $141 over last year in
school taxes. The total school budget
this year is $14,565,752, an increase
of 4.3 percent, or $598,908, over
2006-2007.

School officials have attributed the
tax increase to a $793,508 hike in
tuition paid by Mountainside to the
Berkeley Heights BOE to send its
high-school students to Governor
Livingston High School.

Mountainside BOE incumbents
Raymond Haggar, Gene Nagel and
Carmine Venes are running unop-
posed for re-election.

Fanwood Shade Tree
Meeting Set for April 27

FANWOOD – On Friday, April 27,
the Fanwood Shade Tree Commis-
sion will hold its annual Arbor Day
Program. The event will take place at
4 p.m. in Carriage House Park on
Watson Road.

The program will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental Club
and Cub Scout Pack 98. There will be
a free tree giveaway and a question-
and-answer session with certified tree
expert Jeanne Kavinski.

FW Democratic Club
Elects New Officers

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Democratic Club elected new offic-
ers for 2007 last month. The officers
are: Daniel Zucker, president; Victoria
Cook, first vice president; Peter
Sayles, second vice president; Steven
Falco, treasurer, and Russell Huegel,
secretary.

Outgoing President Tom Plante
congratulated the new officers and
thanked all the members for contrib-
uting their time and energy to the
club during his 10 years as presi-
dent. “It’s good to see new faces in
the room along with the familiar
members who have participated in
Fanwood Democratic Club activi-
ties over the years,” he said. “I look
forward to a busy year ahead for our
invigorated club as we approach the
mayoral and council elections on
November 6 and the Presidential
campaign of 2008.”

The Fanwood Democratic Club’s
next meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7:30 p.m. upstairs at
the old train station. For more infor-
mation, call Mr. Zucker at (908) 889-
5894.
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SP Recreation Commission
At Monday’s meeting, the com-

mission said its chemical bid is al-
most the same as last year’s, and it is
working to determine all of the indi-
viduals who handle the chemicals,
according to Mr. Poerio.

Officials announced that all renova-
tions to the Town House in Green For-
est Park, including a repaired furnace
and air conditioning, have been com-
pleted.

To help with its finances and sched-
uling, the commission has added a
new software package to its program.
“We are doing this for our financial
reporting to establish a relationship
with Wachovia Bank, so they will
have an easier time getting the money
that we raise,” Mr. Poerio said.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOSTON BOUND...Brian Harris, manager of the Westfield Running Company
store on Elm Street, selects a shoe for a young runner. Mr. Harris will run the Boston
Marathon on Monday. He has established a goal of two hours and 30 minutes,
requiring him to hold an average pace of 5:43 per mile for more than 26 miles.

April 17 Elections: Where to Vote
Note: Polls will be open from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m. in Westfield and 2 to 9 p.m.
in all other local municipalities.

 ———————
Westfield Polling Places

First Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School Gym, 302 Clark
Street. Districts 3, 5 and 7: Franklin
Elementary School Auditorium, 700
Prospect Street. Districts 4 and 6:
Westfield Memorial Library, Pro-
gram Room, 550 East Broad Street.

Second Ward:
District 1: Union County Annex,
300 North Avenue. District 2, 3 and
6: Washington Elementary School
Auditorium, 900 St. Marks Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Wilson Elementary
School Auditorium, 301 Linden Av-
enue.

Third Ward:
District 1: Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street. Districts 2, 3
and 4: Edison Intermediate School
Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue. Districts
5, 6 and 7: Jefferson Elementary
School Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

Fourth Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: McKinley Elemen-
tary School Auditorium, 500 First
Avenue. Districts 3 and 4: Westfield
High School Lobby, 550 Dorian
Road. District 5: Jefferson Elemen-
tary School Auditorium, 1200 Bou-
levard.

———————
Scotch Plains Polling Places

Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle
School Boy’s Gym, 580 Park Av-
enue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains Li-
brary, Children’s Room, 1927 Bartle
Avenue.
Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen
School, Third Grade Hallway, 2280
Evergreen Avenue.
District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, front hall by audito-
rium, Westfield Road.
District 10: Brunner Elementary

School, Front Lobby, Westfield
Road.
District 11: St. John the Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, Fel-
lowship Hall.
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn El-
ementary School, Room 10,
Roosevelt Avenue.
Districts 14 and 15: Union Catholic
High School Lobby, Martine Av-
enue. Districts 16 and 21: Union
Catholic High School Lobby,
Martine Avenue.
Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle
School Auditorium Lobby, 1301
Terrill Road.
Districts 19 and 20: Coles Elemen-
tary School, Lobby, 16 Kevin
School.

———————
Fanwood Polling Places

Districts 1 and 2: Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.
District 3: Children’s Specialized
Hospital, 330 South Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road.
District 6 and 7: Fanwood Memorial
Library, North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

———————
Garwood Polling Places

District 1: Firehouse Building, 415
South Avenue.
District 2: Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Lincoln School,
400 Second Avenue.

———————
Mountainside Polling Places

District 1 and 6: Municipal Build-
ing, Court Room, 1385 Route 22.
District 2, 7 and 8: Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
300 Central Avenue.
District 3, 4 and 5: Presbyterian
Church, Assembly Room, Deerpath
and Meeting House Lane.

———————
For Other Locations, see:

ucnj.org/wdivFinal/index.cfm

of a family’s life,” Ms. Robertiello
said. “These children are, in many
ways, painfully locked inside their
bodies. The families are often shel-
tered or cocooned in a lonely world of
their own.”

She said most communities are not
prepared to accommodate this popu-
lation, and any activities offered are
limited and do not promote accep-
tance and inclusion to community
life.

“Without people and provisions
enabling inclusion and acceptance,
individuals with disabilities are so
often left out of the life of the commu-
nity,” she said. “Families in our neigh-
borhoods have come to assume that
acceptance and inclusion are, and will
remain, unknown to them.

“We are challenged not only to
accept but also to cherish persons
with disabilities. To view them as
equal and valuable members of our

program could be expanded in the
future to other areas including permit
and licensing fees.

The council approved a $273,000
bond ordinance to be used for im-
provements at Jerseyland Park, in-
cluding field expansion that will be
made possible by the demolition of a
house on adjacent Richmond Street.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
the end result would be a new full-
sized soccer field that could be used
simultaneously with the existing base-
ball field.

During the public hearing, Rich-
ard Samuel asked whether neigh-
bors had been provided with official
notice of the public hearing, but
Mayor Marks said notice was not
required for bond ordinances. He
added that township officials had
met with neighbors last year to ex-
plain the project to them.

The council’s next meeting will be
on April 24, when it will hold a public
hearing on the 2007 municipal bud-
get.
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SP Council

town,” she said.
Ms. Robertiello added that any-

one interested in getting more in-
volved in activities that support the
development of disabled children can
log on to livingarrows.com or con-
tact the Community Partnership for
People with Autism at (908) 889-
6446.

In other news, the council passed
eight resolutions for a variety of
issues ranging from officially ac-
cepting a Share grant to fund the
dual office of tax collector for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains to ap-
plying for membership into the
Somerset County Cooperative Pric-
ing System.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance on first reading that would
limit the size and design of new homes
in the borough aimed at curbing the
development of “McMansions” in the
community.

“This will retain the character of
our town and help preserve the estab-
lished suburban community Fanwood
is known for,” Mayor Mahr said.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 5, a resident of

Victor Street reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while
it was parked on the street in front of
his house.

Thursday, April 5, a resident of
Briarcliff Drive reported that some-
one smashed the window of her ve-
hicle while it was parked in front of
her house.

Thursday, April 5, a Terrill Road
business reported that the store was
broken into and that several hundred
dollars were stolen from the cash
register.

Friday, April 6, a resident of Pros-
pect Avenue reported that someone
entered his home and stole several
items.

Friday, April 6, Jay Boyce, 42, of
Perth Amboy was arrested and
charged with burglary and resisting
arrest. According to police, officers
responded to an alarm at a Route 22
store and noticed Boyce in close
proximity to the site. After a brief
foot pursuit, Boyce was found hid-
ing in a nearby garage with numer-
ous items from the store allegedly in
his possession, police said. He was
transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $150,000
bail.

Sunday, April 8, Joshua Kay, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of cocaine.
According to police, officers re-
sponded to a report of suspicious
activity and found Kay sitting in a
parked vehicle. After further investi-
gation, the cocaine was discovered,
police said. Kay was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Sunday, April 8, Leon Allen, 18,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with motor vehicle theft
and eluding police. According to
police, officers observed a vehicle
traveling without its headlights on
after dark, and, after further inves-
tigation, determined the vehicle to
be stolen. Allen was transported to
police headquarters where he was
processed and released with a sum-
mons, police said.

Westfield
Monday, April 2, Jamie

Firsichbaum, 26, of Kenilworth was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Springfield Avenue and Michael
Drive on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, including one from Hope, with
bail set at $101, and another from
Garwood, with bail of $89. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 3, Richard Johnson,
48, of Westfield was arrested in a rear
yard on the 300 block of Windsor
Avenue and charged with obstructing
the administration of law. He subse-
quently was released with a sum-
mons.

Wednesday, April 4, Michael F.
Ricoca, 24, of Roselle was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Roselle Park traffic warrants,
with a combined bail of $1,750. He
also was arrested on criminal war-
rants from Elizabeth, with bail of
$500, and Woodbridge, with bail of
$1,000. Ricoca was transported to

the Union County jail pending a court
hearing.

Wednesday, April 4, Jesenia V.
Gonzalez, 23, of Westfield was ar-
rested following an investigation at
West Broad Street and Marion Av-
enue on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant. She was released after
posting $300 bail.

Wednesday, April 4, someone threw
a lit firecracker into the foyer of a
home on the 100 block of Golf Edge.
A search of the area was conducted
with negative results.

Friday, April 6, Derek Garrett, 18,
of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of West
North Avenue. He was issued sum-
monses and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Sunday, April 8, Adam Kusen, 18,
of Newark, Anthony Singh, 18, of
Jersey City and Delio Luna, 18, of
Jersey City were arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Boulevard. All were charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were released
with summonses.

Sunday, April 8, Larry Comasco,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Dudley
and Highland Avenues on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from Glen Ridge
and Clifton, with bail amounts of
$500 and $188, respectively. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, April 8, a resident of the
200 block of Springfield Avenue re-
ported that the mailbox at his resi-
dence was knocked off its post and
damaged by unknown means. The
mailbox and its post were situated at
the curb line.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 4, John W.

Dawson, 29, of Newark was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license. He also was charged
with an outstanding $500 traffic war-
rant out of Irvington. Dawson was
stopped by police on Route 22, East
at the Mountainside/Springfield bor-
der for operating an unregistered ve-
hicle and for a damaged driver-side
door lock.

Wednesday, April 4, Earl A. Price,
41, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant for contempt of
court from the Mountainside Munici-
pal Court, with bail set at $1,074.
Price was picked up at the Linden
Police Department and turned over to
borough police.

Saturday, April 7, Cristobal Diaz,
36, of Elizabeth was arrested on
Route 22, East, and charged with
being an unlicensed driver. He also
was charged on an outstanding war-
rant.

Monday, April 9, Joselito Suarez,
44, of Belleville was arrested on
Route 22, East, opposite Central
Avenue on an outstanding warrant
for hindering apprehension or pros-
ecution. He also was charged with
being an unlicensed and uninsured
driver, driving with a suspended li-
cense and making an unsafe lane
change, police said.
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Fall Election Filings
ministrative and Finance Committee
and serves on the Public Works and
Health and Senior Services Commit-
tee.

Mr. Higgins is a member of the
Public Works, Recreation and Com-
munity Services and Historic Pres-
ervation Committees. A former mem-
ber of the borough’s combined plan-
ning and board of adjustment, he
joined the council in the summer of
2004 to fill a seat left by the resigna-
tion of Councilman Michael
Brennan. A land-use and site plan-
ner with the New Jersey Schools
Construction Corporation, he previ-
ously served as chairman of the
Fanwood Downtown Advisory Com-
mittee.

Mr. Skutnik, a Shady Lane resi-
dent, is a 31-year Fanwood resident.
He is retired from the Army, where
he achieved the rank of lieutenant
colonel. He holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from
Seton Hall University, where he at-
tended as an undergraduate student.

Following his military experience,
Mr. Skutnik spent two years heading
an after-school program for at-risk
youths. The father of two grown sons,
he is a member of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
choir.

Mr. Stroz is a lawyer with his own
practice and the father of four young
boys. Mr. Stroz, who has lived in
Fanwood for eight years, resides on
Helen Street.

In other races, former Fanwood
mayor and current District 22 As-
semblywoman Linda Stender is run-
ning unopposed in her quest for a
fourth-two-year term. State Senator
Nicholas Scutari of Linden, who seeks
a second term, and Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield, who is run-
ning unopposed, join her on the
Democratic ticket. Mr. Scutari, a
former freeholder along with Mrs.
Stender, faces a challenge in the June
Primary from Bill Campbell of North
Plainfield. Republican Bryan Des
Rochers of Rahway will face the
Democratic Primary winner in No-
vember. District 22 includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

In District 21, which includes
Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood
and Cranford, State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield, a Republi-
can, is opposed by Democratic Long
Hill Township Committeewoman
Gina Genovese. Democrats Bruce
Bergen of Springfield and Norm
Albert of Cranford, both of whom
previously ran for the assembly,
oppose incumbent Assemblymen
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and Eric
Munoz of Summit in their re-elec-
tion bids.

County Democrats seek to keep
their 9-0 majority on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Plainfield City
Councilman Rayland Van Blake joins
incumbents Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth and board chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford. Mr. Van Blake
replaces Freeholder Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, whom the Union County
Democratic organization bounced
from the ticket.

They will face Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, making her
fourth-consecutive run for the board,
former Cranford mayor and commit-

teeman Wally Shackell and Robert
Reilly of Winfield Park. Mr. Shackell
and Mr. Reilly both previously ran
for freeholder.

In the race for Union County sher-
iff, veteran Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, a
Democrat, faces a challenge from
Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit,
who ran against the sheriff in 2004.

In neighboring Westfield, incum-
bent Republican council members
JoAnn Neylan, second ward, Mark
Ciarrocca, third ward, and James
Foerst, fourth ward, seek re-election
to second, four-year terms. Joining
them on the Republican ticket is Frank
Arena, first ward, who replaces Peter
Echausse, who will not seek re-elec-
tion. Mr. Arena is a member of the
board of directors of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and is em-
ployed in the field of information
technology sales.

They will be challenged by Demo-
cratic attorneys Ross Katz, first ward;
Bruce Regenstreich, second ward;
Matt Sontz, third ward, and by retired
Macy’s executive Lenore Scurry,
fourth ward.

In Mountainside, Mayor Robert
Viglianti seeks a sixth term. He has
served 19 years as mayor after being
a councilman for nine years. Glenn
Mortimer, seeking re-election to his
council seat, has served as a council-
man for eight years. He ran for free-
holder in 2006. Republican Jeff Wass
seeks election for the first time; he
will replace 25-year veteran council-
man Werner Schon, who is not seek-
ing re-election. No Democrats will
challenge the Republican candidates.

In Garwood, incumbent Democrat
Councilman Charles Lombardo will
run for a council seat with newcomer
Stephen Napolitano, a partner in a
Springfield accounting firm, a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board
and treasurer of its recreation com-
mission.

They will face-off against Repub-
licans Anthony Sytko, a law student
who came within 25 tallies of win-
ning a council seat in 2004, and Den-
nis Clark, a supervisor/dispatcher for
medical courier in South Plainfield.
Mr. Clark ran for council last year.

Republican incumbent Victor
DeFilippo will not seek re-election.
Mr. Sytko and Mr. Clark serve as
president and recording secretary,
respectively, of the Garwood Repub-
lican Club.

Scotch Plains Expects
Downtown Disruptions

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA) notes that
disruptions are expected in down-
town Scotch Plains due to the con-
struction work occurring on the
municipal building on Park Av-
enue.

Scotch Plains Township Man-
ager Tom Atkins has informed
SPBPA that, due to the construc-
tion work, the following disrup-
tions will occur this week. Today,
the parking lot next to the munici-
pal building will be closed. To-
morrow, April 13, both the parking
lot and the building itself will be
closed.

For more information, call the
manager’s office at (908) 322-6700.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

USESC Conducts Tabletop
Drill of Emergency System

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Union County
Education Services Commission
(UCESC) Acting Superintendent
Edward Hartnett reported at last
Wednesday’s commission meeting
that staff members and school admin-
istrators of the commission partici-
pated in a tabletop drill on March 6
conducted by StoneGate Associates.

“It was the first time we had the
opportunity to measure how effective
our emergency management is,” he
said.

StoneGate Associates presented
participants with a simulated
Westfield bank robbery involving stu-
dents and explosives, and it evaluated
the commission’s emergency pre-
paredness. Noted participants in Mr.
Hartnett’s report were Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow,
Captain Edward Fitzgerald, Sergeant
Dennis Burke, Lieutenant Richard
Cedarquist, Critical Infrastructure
Coordinator Philip Spinelli, Union
County Response Team Lieutenant
Donald Tempalsky, Salena Carroll
(Union County Office of Emergency
Management), Westfield Fire Chief
Daniel Kelly, Union County Director
of Public Safety Harold Gibson,
Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman, Union County Freeholder
Nancy Ward, Heather Mills Pevonis
of the Union County Superintendent’s
Office and Kathy Villaggio of the
Union County Division of Informa-
tion Technologies.

The turnout, according to Mr.
Hartnett, was “phenomenal,” and the
program was “creative in that it in-
volved every one of our schools. Now
we got to know them [emergency
personnel] and they got to know us.”

School administrators were asked
to go back to their faculties with in-
sight from the day. Mr. Hartnett af-

firmed that emergency preparedness
is something the UCESC will con-
tinue to examine. “We know that we
have homework to do,” he said, not-
ing a reverse 911 (in which emer-
gency updates/notifications could be
sent to the public) and a series of
letters for parents with updates on
emergency protocol or issues are in
the plans. “We know what we need to
do, and we are going to pursue it.”

In other business, as a follow-up to
UCESC’s vote to relocate Hillcrest
Academy’s South Campus from the
Lincoln School in Westfield to the
already-shared campus of Beadleston
High School and UCESC’s Westlake
School on Cardinal Drive in Westfield,
Susan Delaney, a Westlake School
teacher, thanked the commission.

“I think everyone is happy with
what is coming off the decision,” she
said of the in-process move.

The Westfield Board of Education
last year opted not to renew Hillcrest’s
lease following the arrest of multiple
students for the theft of a car and
damage to surrounding properties.

Ms. Delaney was a part of the four-
person presentation group that raised
concerns about the move at the
commission’s last meeting, noting that
Westlake could potentially lack room
for growth.

Mr. Hartnett also noted in his re-
port that the commission’s staff
viewed a Power Point presentation
on the revised administrative code
regarding special education.

USESC Clark representative Henry
Varriano raised concerns over the pro-
posed school calendar, in which Co-
lumbus Day was set aside as an off-
day for students and a professional
development day for faculty, suggest-
ing that such a move, in which faculty
members were still expected at work,
would seem to lessen the importance
of the holiday.

In response, Mr. Hartnett said try-
ing to get in the amount of holidays
and professional development days
into the calendar is a “challenge,” and
that the importance of Columbus Day
and Veteran’s Day would not be sac-
rificed, as programs for the profes-
sional development day would in-
clude time for observation. Commis-
sioners approved the calendar.

The UCESC announced newly ap-
pointed members of the superinten-
dent search committee. The four-
member group includes Commission
President Thomas Bistocchi (Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools) and board members Camille
Widdows of Cranford, Commission
Vice President Helen Kirsch of Ber-
keley Heights and Rev. James Moore
Sr. of Roselle.

Board members from Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Rahway, Roselle, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Springfield, Sum-
mit, Winfield and Union County Vo-
Tech attended the meeting.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood delegate
Craig Nowlin announced that this
would be his last meeting with the
commission. “You’ve been a great
board member,” Mr. Bistocchi said,
leading the group in applause. Mr.
Nowlin will not seek reelection in
Tuesday’s SP-F BOE election.

The UCESC board of directors will
next meet on Wednesday, May 2.

WF BOA OK’s Deck; Town
To Review Drainage Issues

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment on Monday night approved
a deck for a Scotch Plains Avenue
resident under the condition that the
town engineer addresses neighbors’
drainage concerns.

Richard Raphael of 748 Scotch
Plains Avenue presented the board
his plan to modify his deck by adding
a solid roof over a portion of it, ex-
tending to about half the size of the
full deck. The board previously
granted the deck in September 2001.

Mr. Raphael also sought an addi-
tional lattice section added to the
roofed area. A portion of the deck
would be located in the side yard,
contrary to the ordinance requiring
decks to be located in rear yards.

“We bought some nice furniture
and don’t want it to get wet,” Mr.
Raphael said.

Ed Pollock of 752 Scotch Plains
Avenue, Mr. Raphael’s neighbor,
voiced his concerns over a drainage
issue. Mr. Pollock said there is a
drainage problem on Scotch Plains
Avenue, and questioned whether, be-
cause of the roof, water could con-
dense in one area and fall in one spot,

“swamping our area.”
Mr. Pollock, who has lived on the

street for 17 years, noted drainage
issues prior to and after Mr. Raphael
expanded his deck in 2001. “We’ve
had drainage problems forever,” he
said.

“They can build as much as they
want, just as long as the drainage is
addressed,” Mr. Pollock said.

The board made a motion to accept
the deck in reference to the existing
variance, but recommended the town
engineer become involved to check
the distribution of water.

John Anastario of 131 Harrow Road
sought the board’s permission to keep
an oil tank on his patio for a tempo-
rary time not exceeding one year.
While in the process of changing his
heating system from oil to gas, Mr.
Anastario said he learned that his
tank leaked oil.

In order for his insurance company
to clean up the spill,he said he would
have to keep oil heating for one year
and, having no basement, had to place
a temporary oil tank on his back patio.

“We can make a decision on the
aesthetic, but aren’t able to make the
decision as far as safety is concerned,”
William Heinbokel, board chairman,
said.

The board chose to hold its deci-
sion until its May 4 meeting so it
could wait to hear back from the
town’s fire department regarding
safety concerns.

The board approved an application
from Geoffrey and Wende Gates of
100 West Dudley Avenue for a fence
exceeding the four-foot ordinance. The
Gates’ contract with Di Pasquale Fenc-
ing asked for a four-foot fence but, in
an attempt to strengthen and secure
and maintain a level fencing despite
changing topography, pieces added to
the fence added to its height, currently
ranging from 4.21 to 4.71 feet.

The applicants said the fence helped
to prevent a pre-existing littering is-
sue, as well as pedestrians cutting
through the yard.

Holy Trinity Holds
Spring Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – The Home and

School Association of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will hold a
spring bulk clothing drive on Satur-
day, April 21, from 8 a.m. to noon.

Donations will be collected at the
back entrance of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School on Watterson
Street in Westfield. All proceeds will
benefit the school.

Items accepted include clothes, blan-
kets, linens, towels, shoes, handbags
and stuffed animals in good condition.
All items should be placed in plastic
bags and fastened. No hangers, toys,
appliances or furniture can be accepted.
For more information, contact Ann
Marie Christie at (908) 233-9749.

Sharpe James Becomes 13th
Senator Not to Seek Re-election
State Senator Sharpe James did not

file a re-election petition as of
Monday’s deadline. The former long-
time Newark mayor had served in the
Senate since 1999. He opted not to
challenge Teresa Ruiz, the candidate
endorsed by Newark Mayor Corey
Booker and other Essex County
elected officials. He became the 13th
of the state’s 40 senators not to seek
re-election. Assemblyman William
Payne, the brother of Rep. Donald
Payne (D-Essex), filed to run for Mr.
James’s Senate seat as an indepen-
dent candidate in November, accord-
ing to The Star Ledger.

Newark’s other state senator,
Ronald Rice, filed for another term
off the party line after he also failed to
get the Essex County organizational
line in the June Primary.

Former Plainfield Mayor
McWilliams Dies of Cancer

Former Plainfield Mayor Al
McWilliams, 53, died Friday of kid-
ney cancer, according to The Star
Ledger. Elected mayor in 1997, he
served two terms before being un-
seated in the 2005 Democratic Pri-
mary by current Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs. Mr. McWilliams
lost a court battle to run for re-elec-
tion in the General Election as a Re-
publican. His write-in effort drew
2,339 votes, or nearly 30 percent of
the total vote.

Hillside Councilman
Peter Corvelli Dies

Hillside City Council President Pe-
ter Corvelli, 61, died Monday, April
2, of complications from cancer at
Overlook Hospital in Summit. Mr.
Corvelli was a former city mayor and
had served as a councilman for more
than 30 years. His son, Peter, is a
councilman in Kenilworth. His daugh-
ter, Justine, resides in Scotch Plains.

UC Reform Democrats
Fail to File By Deadline

Union County’s “Reform Demo-
crats” failed to file a slate of free-
holder and sheriff candidates by
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline, according
to The Star Ledger. Jim Devine,
former publisher of The Rahway
News-Record and Clark Patriot and a
Democratic political consultant, at-
tempted to file a slate with the names
of current Freeholder Adrian Mapp
of Plainfield, Becky McHugh of Lin-
den and Barbara Zamora of Elizabeth
along with Charles Mitchell, Sr. of
Roselle for sheriff at 4:15 p.m. Free-
holder Mapp, seeking a second three-
year term,  had been bounced from
the party line by the County Demo-
cratic Committee in favor of Plainfield
City Councilman Rayland Van Blake.

Roselle Mayor Smith
Faces Primary Battle

Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith faces
a Primary fight from Councilman
Clarence Cunningham. Mr. Smith has
been at odds with the Union County
Democratic organization chaired by
Charlotte DeFilippo. In other Union
County Primary Election filing dead-
line news, Cranford Republicans seek
a 5-0 margin on the township commit-
tee. Democratic incumbents George
Jorn and George McDonough seek re-
election against the challenge from
GOP candidates Mark Smith and
Martha Garcia. Summit Mayor Jordon
Glatt, the first Democrat ever elected
mayor in the city, seeks re-election to
another four-year term against Repub-
lican Michael Vernotico.

Patti McDonald Elected
Mayor of Melverne, N.Y.

Patti Ann McDonald, the wife of
former New York City police officer
Steven McDonald, who was shot and
paralyzed in the line of duty 20 years
ago, last week won a three-way race
for mayor of Melverne, N.Y.

Mrs. McDonald won in a landslide
victory over incumbent mayor An-
thony Panzarella. The new mayor had
served nine years as a councilwoman.
A teenager shot her husband in Cen-
tral Park in 1987.

DWI Test Under State
Supreme Court Scrutiny

The state Supreme Court is review-
ing the reliability of the Alcotest 7110,
a breath-testing instrument used in
some 10,000 drunken-driving cases.
Defense lawyers challenging the use
of the machine argue that it can pro-
duce erroneous readings. It is a suc-
cessor to the Breathalyzer and is used
in 17 of the state’s 21 counties. Retired
Judge Michael Patrick King, a special
master appointed by the state Supreme
Court, concluded in February that
Alcotest is reliable but not perfect. He
said it should only be used with adjust-
ments and discretion.

Rec. Comm. Discusses Pool
Registration, Backstop Bids

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In-person sign-ups
for residents to fill available spaces at
Memorial Pool this summer begin at
8 a.m. this Saturday, Recreation Di-
rector Bruce Kaufmann said at Mon-
day night’s recreation commission
meeting. Last year’s members have
until tomorrow to renew their mem-
berships. Rates for the pool are $350
for a family, $270 for a husband and
wife or parent and child, $180 for an
individual and $75 for a senior. All
rates include the new sales tax.

Mr. Kaufmann revealed that bids
received for the new backstop at Field
5 at Tamaques Park had been opened.
Three bids were similar; the fourth
bid, from Statewide Fence Company
of Cranford, represented a savings of
about 40 percent over the other bids.
Both Mr. Kaufmann and Westfield
Baseball League President Leo White
said they were “skeptical” of the great
difference in the bids.

After questioning the low bidder,
they said they were satisfied that the
bidder hadn’t left out something ma-
jor, noting that a large portion of the
savings stems from the bidder’s use
of a local manufacturer, saving on
shipping costs.

Commission Chairman Bill
Palatucci said some organizations had
felt the commission’s funding of the
backstop was perceived as “unfair to
other user groups when done on a
surprise basis.”

In response, a proposal would pro-
vide a framework for requests to the
recreation commission for capital im-
provements to be made from the
commission’s user’s fee funds. The
proposal, drafted mostly by commis-
sioner Debbie Judd and in early stages
of discussion, would likely result in a
twice-a-year application process, with
the commission electing whether to
fund projects according to their per-
ception of importance, officials said.

Mr. Kaufmann said portions of
Mindowaskin Park’s playground were
nearing completion, but other por-
tions were delayed slightly by ship-
ping damage. A 1999 New Jersey law
mandates public playgrounds meet
CPSC standards by October 18;
Mindowaskin is the last park to re-
quire upgrades.

The commission approved two mo-
tions funding engineering services for
Memorial Pool and Park; both cover
final design and some support. The
pool project will be executed right
after the summer season and involves

the reconstruction of both pools and
addition of a spray area. The park
project would likely be executed in the
fall of 2008, officials said. If funded, it
would replace tennis courts, expand
parking and move baseball fields to
eliminate overlap of outfields.

The commission acknowledged that
at the recent NJ Recreation and Park
Association conference, Assistant Di-
rector of Recreation Dolores “Dee”
MacKay was recognized as Profes-
sional of the Year, and Mr. Kaufman
became president-elect of the organi-
zation. Mr. Kaufmann’s election rep-
resents a three-year commitment; he
will spend a year in the president-elect
position, followed by a year as presi-
dent and a year as past-president.

A youth coaching clinic – a program
developed by Rutgers Youth Sports
Research Council and NJ Recreation
and Parks Association – is scheduled
for Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the
municipal building. The three-hour
clinic costs $30. There are still some
spots available; anyone interested can
call the commission at (908) 789-4080.

goleader.com/classifieds

see more government news on pages 20-23

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POOLSIDE PARLAY…Westfield Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann re-
sponds to a question posed by Commissioner Michael Cash about the planned
Memorial Pool renovations at Monday night’s Recreation Commission Meeting.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Kaufmann, Commission Chairman Bill Palatucci
and Mr. Cash.
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*To be eligible to receive the Green Business Kit, customers who open a new HSBC business checking account between April 9 and June 8, 2007 must pay three bills by July 25, 2007 using HSBC Online Bill Pay. Qualifi ed customers will be notifi ed via BankMail within eight weeks of the third online bill payment. (BankMail is the 
secure e-mail service accessed within Business Internet Banking.) Notifi cation will include instructions for redeeming the Green Business Kit, which will require customers to register an e-mail address and their preferred shipping address. The kit will be delivered within 4-8 weeks after registration. Limit one kit per business customer. 
This offer cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions, is nontransferable, good while supplies last, and expires on November 30, 2007. Any kits not redeemed by November 30, 2007 will be forfeited. The cost of the Green Business Kit will be reported on IRS Form 1099.
Deposit products in the United States offered by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. or HSBC National Bank USA. Both banks are Member FDIC. ©2007 HSBC Bank USA. Equal Credit Opportunity Lender.

Englewood
12 East Palisade Ave.
201.569.1781

Florham Park
2 Hanover Rd.
973.939.3017

Fort Lee
2151 Lemoine Ave.
201.944.7308

Hillside
367 Highway 22 West
908.206.0390

Hoboken
5 Marine View Plaza
201.459.4250

Hoboken North
524 Washington St.
201.659.6163

Jersey City –
Journal Square
2854 JFK Boulevard
201.239.0879

Jersey City – Newport
539 Washington Blvd.
201.217.8800

Livingston
45 So. Livingston Ave.
973.535.2789 

Millburn
215 Millburn Ave.
973.315.1002

Morristown
20 North Park Place
973.829.7132

Newark
151 Ferry Street
973.465.0157

Parsippany
3219 Route 46 East
973.939.3000

Ridgewood
29 E. Ridgewood Ave.
201.493.8159

Summit
47 Maple St.
908.598.1012

Westfi eld
1 Elm St.
908.518.1581

Open a Free Business Checking account and get a 
“Green Business Kit” when you pay three bills online.* 

As the world’s local bank, we know that working towards sustainability isn’t only a good 

thing to do, it can also be profitable. Small changes can add up quickly, and with the 

right tools we can have a real impact on the environment. Of course, a Green Business 

Kit isn’t the only reason to bank with us. Free Business Checking from BusinessSmartSM 

has exclusive benefits, like no minimum balance requirements, 300 free monthly 

transactions and free online banking. To open a business checking account, go to your 

local branch, call 866-427-2104 or visit us.hsbc.com/theresnosmallchange.

Ask us about our personal banking services.

there’s no small change

now, Free Business Checking can
help more than the bottom line.
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Police Chief Writes: No Officer
Discretion on Crosswalk Violations

‘Yes’ Vote on Bond Is
Vote for Higher Taxes
I really wanted to attend the meeting in

Fanwood about the Turf-It bond issue
held Monday night, April 2.

Couldn’t. Passover Seder. Was the
meeting scheduled to keep me from at-
tending? Or was it just dumb, insensitive
planning. Bet they would not have sched-
uled it for Easter Sunday. I would have
pointed out that, not too many years ago,
a bunch of money was spent on the same
areas that now will cost $2 million more.
What will this group want next?

A ‘yes’ vote for this bond issue is a vote
for higher taxes. This is Scotch Plains, not
Giant Stadium. Vote ‘no’ on April 17.

Jerry Shilstat
Scotch Plains

Defeat of this Year’s School Budget
Would Be Tremendous Setback

If Paper Mill Closes, So Do Doors
To Theater Programs for Kids

Haven’t 100 Percent of Residents
Benefited from ‘Free’ Education?

Vote No on the $2 Million Bond
And Stop Enjoying my Money

SPF Raider Athletic Boosters ask
Community to Vote Yes on Tuesday

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Pastor Paul E. Kritsch of Redeemer
Lutheran Church and copied to The
Westfield Leader

I have received your letter concerning
the ticketing of vehicles on Cowperthwaite
Place and Clark St. I am aware that no one
likes to receive parking tickets, espe-
cially during something as sacred as a
funeral.

However, those vehicles were in viola-
tion of the New Jersey State Statue that
specifically states that vehicles cannot
park on a pedestrian crosswalk. This type
of violation creates a significant hazard to
all pedestrians that use the area. One of
the three vehicles, which was operated by
the funeral home, was also blocking a fire
hydrant.

This area, where the tickets were is-
sued, is a heavily used pedestrian way.
Many residents, including children and
the elderly, use this area to walk to and
from downtown. We have received many
complaints from your neighbors in the
area about this type of violation, as well as
the other violations that we have previ-
ously discussed with Redeemer School.
Wouldn’t one of your members who might
be injured because of an illegally parked
car demand to know why the police did

not properly enforce this law?
As chief, and at the request of numer-

ous residents through out town, I have
directed my officers and Parking Enforce-
ment Bureau to enforce those violations
that put pedestrians at a greater risk of
being injured. There will be no officer
discretion when it comes crosswalk vio-
lations. Those of us who drive and park in
town have no excuse to put others at a
greater risk of being injured.

Over the last year, my department has
been in many discussions with your church
and school about parking. As you are
aware, I was unable to grant your request
to waive parking ticket violations for your
members and employees. Parking enforce-
ment must be done fairly, impartially and
uniformly throughout the town. We have
offered you suggestions on where to park
legally, and I am happy to see that many
of your members and employees have
taken this opportunity.

I also relayed that in certain situations
like a funeral, your church could contact
us in advance, and I would supply an
officer to assist in any way we can. We
have this same arrangement with many
of the other houses of worship, and it has
worked well for all involved. In the fu-
ture, please contact us when you have an
event where parking may be a problem.
I will be more than happy to send an
officer to aid in assisting you and your
members.

Chief John M Parizeau
Westfield

On April 17, voters in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will be asked to go to the
polls and vote on two proposals, the BOE
school budget and a special referendum
referred to as Turf-It. The executive com-
mittee of the SPF Blue Raider Athletic
Booster Club fully endorses both propos-
als and asks the community to vote in
favor.

The Turf-It project would provide the
long-awaited and much needed improve-
ment to the high school soccer field, foot-
ball field and track. This improvement,
we believe, will benefit all current and
future Raiders. We believe that by main-
taining excellence in the classroom and
providing athletic fields commensurate
with surrounding towns will continue to

make both Scotch Plains and Fanwood
desirable locations in which to live.

The SPF Blue Raider Athletic Booster
Club endeavors to provide supplemental
financial support to all of our high school
athletic programs. The goal of improving
our fields is to allow our students the
ability to participate in the activity of their
choice. The simple fact is that when our
fields are unplayable, activities are can-
celed.

To those that believe that the field
improvement is not a priority, consider
that one of the major health crises facing
our country is childhood obesity. A re-
cent report in the Star Ledger stated that
obesity rates among children ages 6 to 11
have quadrupled in the past four decades.
A 2004 survey by the [NJ] State Depart-
ment of Health found that one of every
five New Jersey sixth-graders was obese.

The improvement to our athletic facili-
ties that the Turf-it proposal would pro-
vide would increase the number of activi-
ties that our children can participate in.
Combining an excellent academic pro-
gram with facilities that allow for extra-
curricular activities will allow our chil-
dren to reach their full potential.

Bob Desiato, President
Joe Cianciotta, Vice President

Jerilyn Campbell, Secretary
John Maxwell, Treasurer

SPF Blue Raider Athl. Booster Club

Apparently my previous letter to the
editor regarding the upcoming $2 million
dollar bond for improvements of the ball
fields in Scotch Plains and Fanwood raised
a number of comments. At first writing
this letter, it was twice the size permitted
[by this paper]. I was forced to reduce it
and leave out facts to prove my points.

It is interesting that no one mentioned
the dire financial situation that our state
and towns are facing. Mr. Edelsack sim-
plifies a serious situation, such as when
he talks about not paying for the pool. We
do not have a public pool. If you want to
swim, you have to pay.

There were a number of comments re-
garding house values, but no one provided
facts, references or calculations. Can any-
one prove the return on our tax dollars?

Not all of us have children in the schools.
Have we spent more for the schools than
what our homes have increased in value?
Scotch Plains was third from the bottom
in county for increase in house values.
Naturally, how much one’s house is worth
is only meaningful if you want to sell. It
is selfish to force someone to sell.

A writer mentioned that he was happy
to have his children educated in Scotch
Plains but would most likely retire else-
where. Great! He will live here, support
higher costs, then leave. Thanks for leav-
ing the costs to us.

Another individual mentioned that I
continue my negative comments on the
cost of the schools. I suppose that is
correct. However, nothing was mentioned
about inaccuracies or that I might have
been wrong with some facts.

It was mentioned by one writer that
local, county and state elected officials
favor the expense. Well, this is not a
surprise. The county and state are very
familiar with giving away taxpayer dol-
lars and borrowing to make ends meet.
Wayne Bryant is the latest to be indicted
— with many more served subpoenas.

One writer mentioned giving back. My
question is to whom? If we want to give
back, why not exempt senior citizens
from that portion of their property taxes

that go the schools.
Amazingly, not a single writer  in favor

of the $2 million turf bond mentioned a
concern for those affected by the tax
increase. Nor did they thank anyone for
the ten’s of thousands of dollars already
spent on education of their children.

Regarding the word selfish, how does
one describe abandoning the seniors or
lack of gratitude for previous funding?
Keep in mind that you need me, and the
likes of me, more than I need you. We are
seeing a number of signs on yards again.
One reads vote “Yes for the Bond, It’s for
the kids”. The other is “For Sale.”

A couple writers made a valid point
regarding liabilities. In our society, we
have lawyers on every street corner. We
are compelled to action should a hazard-
ous situation exist on the fields. We should
immediately rope off the fields, perform
a safety audit and look at remedial action.

This bond issue, if passed, would be
only the tip of the bond iceberg. I would
not be surprised to see more bonds for
capital projects or supplies. This will fur-
ther cost us money and increase our debt.

All who took the time to write against
my stand may not have agreed or appre-
ciated my comments, but in the end, you
sure will enjoy my money.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

It’s all about whose ox is being gored,
isn’t it? In your opinion piece on April 5
you made reference to the competing
priorities of our varied population. You
mention that, “only 30 percent of the
households in the township have children
in the school system. The other 70 percent
subsidize the costs with their property tax
dollars” like there’s something sinister in
those numbers. Hasn’t a free public edu-
cation been proffered to all 100 percent?

Haven’t most people making up that
100 percent taken advantage of that free
education? And hasn’t that ratio been fairly
consistent, although the households mak-
ing it up have fluctuated? I now find my-
self in the 70 percent and yet plan to vote
for every BOE budget proposed. If, or
when, I find that I cannot afford to live in
this community, I’ll sell my home and
realize a manifold profit; thanks in most
part to our school system, and move to a
less expensive community. Until then, I’ll
count my blessings that I live in a commu-
nity which values the multifaceted and
excellent education afforded our children.

I understand that local budgets are the
one place where we can have some influ-
ence and so it is more likely that people
will voice their frustration. There are
scores of programs that I would rather not
support with my tax dollars, but alas this
is the system that we live in. We all reap
huge benefits from living under this sys-

tem, and so I agree with you that we could
all probably be a little more generous and
understanding of everyone’s opinions,
needs or desires.

If people in the township and borough
ever really wanted to get serious about
saving taxes, they would get behind an
effort to roll back the clock a century and
re-merge the two communities. It’s the
right thing to do. Will it ever happen? I
don’t know, but until it does I don’t want to
hear anybody talk about lowering my prop-
erty taxes; because they’re not serious.

Russell Wells
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: The letter writer is a
resident of Springfield.

I’m sure many people are very aware of
Paper Mill Playhouse Broadway caliber
main stage productions, but if our doors
close, the effect will be far reaching.

Students will no longer have the oppor-
tunity to participate in our Rising Star
Awards Program, which recognizes ex-
cellence in high school musicals through-
out the State of New Jersey (just like the
Tony Awards).

Students will no longer have the oppor-
tunity to attend our Summer Musical
Theatre Conservatory and work with the
finest teachers who prepare them to be
successful in the professional theatre
world. Students who are currently work-
ing on Broadway like Matt Scott in Jersey
Boys, Rob McClure in Avenue Q and
Veronica Kuehn in Mamma Mia, studied
with us here at Paper Mill.

Students will no longer have the chance
to be a part of the Theatre School at Paper
Mill where they learn life skills through
theatre; skills like self confidence, being
able to share ideas and think creatively, and
skills that will help them to achieve success
whether they use those skills to perform on
stage or in a corporate boardroom.

Students will miss the opportunity to
give back as they reach out and bring their

performances to hospital, schools, senior
and special needs facilities.

These children in these programs have
changed lives through their experiences
here. One student after a performance to
a Cerebral Palsy center went home and
organized a fundraiser over her holiday
break. She raised $6,000 so other special
needs children could enjoy a live theatre
experience – and she was only 10 years
old.

Our students have performed benefits
for 9/11, shows for Tsunami relief efforts
and have set up scholarship funds for
future students to continue to learn. Anne
Hathaway was a junior player here at
Paper Mill, and when we called her to join
the children at the time of the benefit, she
was here in a heartbeat. We are all a
family here.

I have watched our education programs
begin and grow over the last 23 years, and
it has been the best job in the world. But if
these doors close, it will also close the
doors of opportunity for thousands of stu-
dents who might have had the chance to
make a difference in someone else’s life.

We can’t let that happen. Please help us
save the Paper Mill Playhouse.

Mickey McNany, Theatre Sch. Dir.
Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn

When I ran for [Westfield] Town Coun-
cil in 2005, I knocked on almost every
door in the 4th Ward, and the number one
complaint was the Board of Education
(BOE). I would explain that the office I
was seeking had nothing to do with the
BOE.

Over the past two years, I have made an
effort to get involved at some level with
the BOE, (going to more meetings and
representing McKinley Elementary
School on the Citizens for Education
Committee). What disappoints me greatly
is the lack of involvement and empathy
from the community. No new candidates
running for Board of Education, little or
no attendance at BOE meetings, and little
or no attendance at the recent meetings to
get feedback from the community in
choosing the next superintendent.

What I can say, from my own experi-
ence, is that the BOE is a group of indi-
viduals who care deeply about the com-
munity and its children. The school dis-
trict of Westfield is at a critical juncture
with enrollment growing, with the search
for a new superintendent and with a new
early childhood learning center to build
and operate.

A defeat of this year’s school budget
would be tremendous setback for all that
our school district has accomplished over
the past few years. It is critical the com-
munity makes the effort, step-ups and
supports the BOE and its leadership. I
encourage all residents to support our
school leadership and vote ‘yes’ on April
17 for the school budget.

Eric Leuthold
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Lions Thank Merchants
for Wonderful Egg Help

This past weekend, the Westfield Li-
ons Club held their 72nd annual Easter
Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin Park. This
year was without a doubt the best year
ever for donations, from the merchants
with 342 eggs containing prizes for the
estimated 500 to 600 children.

The following merchants need to be
thanked for their donations: Brummer’s
Candies, Baron’s, Hi5 Candy, Trader
Joe’s, Cold Stone, Jersey Mike’s, Stop
and Shop Westfield, Shop-Rite Garwood,
Walmart Watchung. Without their sup-
port, the Lions Club would not be able to
have this event. Thank You.

Westfield Lions Club
Alberta Ryan

Direct Billing of Sewer
Charges Not Good Idea

A read that the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority is considering direct bill-
ing of sewer charges. I recommend against
direct billing for reasons of tax law. If
sewer charges flow through the munici-
pal general fund, they are normally de-
ductible on one’s income taxes. If sewer
charges are billed separately, they are
normally not deductible.

If I could provide further guidance
regarding tax law, please let me know.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

The Walsweer Family
Thanks WF for Support

Words cannot express how grateful
the boys and I are for the outpouring of
love and support after Jonathan’s pass-
ing.

To my family, friends, neighbors, par-
ents and teachers at Washington School
and the Presbyterian Nursery School,
the Westfield Police Department and the
entire Westfield community, I will never
forget that you were there for me.

Jonathan was my leaning post, but
with all of you there to support me, I
could not fall. I am and will be eternally
grateful.

Regina, William and Nicholas
Walsweer - Westfield

It Was Overwhelming How Much the
Good People of Westfield Helped Us

Westfield neighbors, we are family
now. Your blood runs through our veins.
As poet Rogue Dalton wrote, “I believe
the world is beautiful, And that my veins
don’t end in me but in the universal blood
of those who struggle for life, love, little
things.”

A few weeks ago, a black cloud hov-
ered over our family. Our daughter,
Bridget, was diagnosed with Idiopathic
Thrombocytopenic Purpura (ITP). The
good people of Westfield, however, were
the silver lining of that cloud.

Our friends, neighbors and even mere
acquaintances immediately ran to our aid.
When the doctors advised us to seek out
blood and platelet donors for Bridget’s
many transfusions, I did not know how
we could get people to come into NYC,
especially with young children at home. I
also learned that donating platelets was a

much more daunting task than donating
blood.

My concerns were short-lived. The
people of Westfield came to Sloan-
Kettering by the masses. Marion Novak,
the donation coordinator, had to dedicate
a separate phone line for calls on behalf of
Bridget. The center was booked for two
weeks with people donating on Bridget’s
behalf. It was an overwhelming response.
Not only did you give Bridget the gift of
life, but you provided our family with
tremendous love and support.

Thank you for the blood donations,
dinners, gifts, visits and prayers. We are
so grateful to the people of this town. We
are fortunate to live amongst you — eter-
nally grateful.

The Mooney Family, Brian, Kerry,
Liam and Bridget

Westfield

There is a Humane Way to Control
Canada Geese in Union County

I and other residents who are a part of
“Humane Union County” (a group in
Union County helping animals) attended
a GeesePeace training course recently.
GeesePeace is a program that humanely
decreases the number of resident Canada
Geese.

Essex County is using this program,
and it has been very effective. “Humane
Union County” has been going to Essex
County to help use this program. Lethal
methods to rid Canada Geese are ineffec-
tive and a waste of taxpayer money. The
parks in Union County need bright visible
signs in the parks telling residents not to

feed waterfowl and that feeding them
“human” food is very unhealthy for them;
it also keeps geese in the area.

The landscaping of some of the parks
are very inviting to Canada Geese and
should be evaluated. I, as well as other
Union County residents, would like to see
GeesePeace used in Union County and
look forward to it.

For more information, see
geesepeace.org or send an e-mail to
humaneuc@yahoo.com.

Valerie Argenal
Rahway

McWilliams, Caring
And Man of Vision

Former Plainfield Mayor Al
McWilliams was a man who cared much
more about the people of Plainfield than
about politics. He was a man with vision
and hope for the City of Plainfield, and he
worked tirelessly to make that vision a
reality. Plainfield’s renaissance is due in
large part to his efforts.

On behalf of the Union County Repub-
lican Committee and myself, we offer our
prayers and condolences to the
McWilliams family.

Philip Morin
UC GOP Committee Chairman

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cracche – To scratch
2. Crispation – The act of curling, or

state of being curled
3. Perfricate – To rub thoroughly
4. Sparth – A battle ax or mace

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CHELONIAN
1. Any fern or wallflower
2. In India, a disciple or novice
3. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles
4. Having pincerlike claws, such as crabs
or lobsters

APOCRUSTIC
1. An agnostic or non believer
2. An astringent or repellent
3. Taking away or diminishing the appetite
4. One given to falsehoods; prevarications

MILTER
1. To become milder, as the weather
2. To mix; mingle
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A cornfield

PLEACH
1. To interweave, as branches of trees
2. To flatten
3. To saturate; soak
4. To rub thoroughly

Please Vote Tuesday
Next Tuesday, April 17, voters are asked to decide on

local school budgets and candidates for local boards of
education. In Westfield, the polls will be open from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. to encourage turnout. In most other towns,
the polls are open from only 2 to 9 p.m. Voter turnout is
characteristically low for these elections although im-
portant matters of school budgets and school board
members will be decided.

The most energetic issue in the region is the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood bond referendum requesting $2 million
of borrowing to repair and turf the athletic fields. Per-
haps, this will bring out the voters as the issue is wrapped
in passion. Few close to the issue can deny that the
football field and track require significant repairs and
upgrades.

Opponents are miffed that the situation was not at-
tended to out of normal budgets and maintenance – or
that it should be handled through existing funds, delay-
ing other items and not increasing the debt and debt
payments – i.e., reducing the rate of increase in property
taxes.

The smallest town in the area has the most active race
for their school board. Garwood has three seats to be
decided. Three incumbents are seeking re-election and
are being challenged by three newcomers.

Westfield normally has challenges for the school
board positions, but this year it is very quiet. Three
incumbents are unchallenged in their bid for re-election.
Given that there are many issues coming up for Westfield
– finding a new superintendent, a new high school
principal, converting Lincoln School to a pre-kindergar-
ten and kindergarten childhood development center,
redistricting intermediate schools and expansion of bus-
ing – perhaps the tasks appear too daunting for newcom-

ers. Fortunately, the incumbents agreed to stay on.
With all the focus on schools this week, April 9 is

probably overlooked by most. Monday was the deadline
for party candidates to file for running for office in state,
county and municipal elections. Although there is a
party primary this June to determine contested party
races, the outcome for winners in November has effec-
tively been determined by who did, or did not, file on
April 9.

Essentially, most seats in the county and the state have
been arranged by gerrymandering such that all are “safe
seats.” The state senate now looks like Swiss cheese
because 13 of the 40 incumbents chose not to seek re-
election. Many seem to have gotten the message from
the plethora of subpoenas from federal authorities. State
Senators Wayne Bryant and Sharpe James will be his-
tory, as neither filed for re-election. Even so, their
vacancies will be handpicked by the party powers.

An absurd political incident in the county occurred
this week. Self-styled, supposed renegade Democrats
led by a political operative named Jim Devine filed their
candidacy petitions 15 minutes late and now will be
denied in their bid for office. The irony is that Mr. Devine
has long been said by many to be in the pocket of power
broker Senator Ray Lesniak. So the conspiracy theorists
might say that this was all a put on to effectively
eliminate all competition. If this is true, Freeholder
Adrian Mapp of Plainfield must be livid as this ruse and
late filing squelched his chance for re-election due to
being bounced off the party line.

But, this Tuesday it’s fields and budgets first. Then, we
can all watch what other drama unfolds in Jersey poli-
tics.

Please vote Tuesday to let them know you’re there.

See More Letters on
Pages 10 and 11
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Since November of  2005 the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Turf-It committee was born after
numerous attempts by the Board of Education to reenergize and rebuild the existing facilities
of the High School football, track, and existing Varsity soccer field had failed.

After every exhaustible measure was performed the increased need for a proper and safe
facility for our children was evident, thus making the efforts of the “Turf-It” Committee members
that much more important.

The fields had become quagmires, the track dangerous and after just brief use have contributed
to some injuries to our outstanding student-athletes.  We watched kids work hard and then get
games cancelled again due to poor field conditions.  After numerous meetings with the
communities at large and respective leaders of  our schools and governments, all have
applauded the efforts of  the concerned parents and coaches of our youth.  The vote was then
passed for a BOND to be voted on by the public on April 17 to bring our facilities from disrepair
to proper and responsible conditions after years of neglect.

The time is now for every parent, past player, past band member, track athlete, past-present student,
alumni, resident, and proud members of our community to give the very best to our future leaders,
responsible citizens and student-athletes and re-instill our community/school spirit.

On April 17th at the Board of  Education elections, and budget vote there will be a slot to vote
for the FIELD TURF INITIATIVE.  For the FIRST TIME you as a parent, and resident carries a
vote to determine the commitment to our youth.  Please do not assume that this will happen
without your vote!  Please go to the polls and vote for this very important bond.

VOTE FOR THE KIDS . . .
WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

For more information please go to our website at: www.spfk12.org/athleticboosters/Turfit.
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Miss Rebecca Carmon Nisbet and Patrick James Ringham

Miss Rebecca C. Nisbet
To Wed Patrick J. Ringham
Mrs. Nancy Greer Nisbet of

Alpharetta, Ga. has announced the
engagement of her daughter, Miss
Rebecca Carmon Nisbet, to Patrick
James Ringham. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Lee Ringham of
Duluth, Ga.

Miss Nisbet also is the daughter of
the late Dr. John Robert Nisbet of
Alpharetta. She is the granddaughter
of the late Charlie and Addie Greer of
Alpharetta and Carl Nisbet, Jr. and the
late Pauline Nisbet of Jonesboro, Ga.

The bride-elect is a 2000 honors
graduate of Chattahoochee High
School in Alpharetta. She also is a
2004 honors graduate of Emory Uni-
versity in Atlanta, Ga., where she re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology, a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science and was a member of
the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.

Upon receipt of her Juris Doctorate

from the Emory University School of
Law in May, Miss Nisbet will be a
staff attorney for the Eleventh Circuit
Court of Appeals in Atlanta.

Mr. Ringham is the grandson of the
late John and Adelaide Baumann of
Westfield and the late Ottis and Mary
Ringham of Evansville, Ind.

The future bridegroom also is a 2000
honors graduate of Chattahoochee
High School. He graduated in 2004
from the Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy in Atlanta with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Computer Science
and is employed with Acuity Brands
Lighting in Conyers, Ga. as an appli-
cations developer.

The wedding will be solemnized in
August at the Payne-Corley House in
Duluth, with a reception immediately
following. After a wedding trip to
Rome, Italy, the couple will reside in
metro Atlanta.

Ms. Kendra Elizabeth Slater and Matthew Erik Venhorst

Matthew Venhorst
To Wed Ms. Kendra Slater
Ronald and Annette Venhorst of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Matthew Erik
Venhorst of Hartford, Conn., to Ms.
Kendra Elizabeth Slater, also of Hart-
ford. She is the daughter of Ms.
Bernice Slater of Hyde Park, N.Y.

A 1997 Westfield High School
graduate, the future bridegroom was
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Sociology/Anthropology from
Middlebury College in 2001. He
subsequently earned a Master of
Education degree in Educational
Administration from Harvard Uni-
versity in 2003.

Mr. Venhorst currently is in his
final year of law school at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut School of Law. In

June, he will begin a clerkship with
Justice Christine Vertefeuille of the
Connecticut Supreme Court. In Sep-
tember of 2008, he will join the Hart-
ford law firm of Shipman and
Goodwin as an associate.

The bride-elect graduated from
Roosevelt High School in Hyde Park
in 1997 and earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from
Middlebury College in 2001. She
went on to receive a Master of Edu-
cation degree in School Counseling
from Boston University in 2004 and
currently is employed as a guidance
counselor at Bloomfield High School
in Bloomfield, Conn.

The wedding will take place in
August in Middlebury, Vt.

Club Requests Nominations
For Youth Volunteer Award
WESTFIELD – For the 11th con-

secutive year, the Optimist Club of
Westfield is seeking nominations for
its annual Karyn Oros Youth Volun-
teer Award. All nominations must be
received by Saturday, April 21.

The award is given to a senior at
Westfield High School who has dis-
tinguished himself or herself through
volunteer service in the community.
It includes a cash grant and will be
presented at the Awards Night cer-
emony at Westfield High School on
Thursday, May 24.

“As an organization that is itself
founded on the principals of
volunteerism, the Optimist Club is
pleased to recognize young men and
women who have embraced these val-
ues at an early age,” said Youth Volun-
teer Award Co-Chairman Trudy
Silverman. 

A not-for-profit community ser-
vice organization founded in 1989,
the club seeks to enhance overall
quality of life in Westfield by devel-
oping, initiating and maintaining

projects and programs that prima-
rily benefit youth and families.

It works closely with schools, pub-
lic agencies and other civic-minded
organizations in Westfield to support
other endeavors that are in concert
with the club’s primary objectives. 

The club meets monthly at
Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield and
invites like-minded men and women
to attend. For more information,
please call Membership Chairman
Jeffrey Feldman at (908) 654-0478.

Those wishing to nominate a
Westfield High School senior for the
award are asked to call Cathy
Salomon, co-chairwoman, at (908)
232-2942 to receive a nomination
form.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On Founding of Jamestown
WESTFIELD – The story of the

first permanent English settlement in
America will be recalled with
“Jamestown 1607: A First for
America” this Sunday, April 15, from
2 to 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum.

Visitors will learn how 400 years
ago, three ships set sail from London to
the New World. In May 1607, 105 men
and boys landed in Virginia and named
the spot they arrived at Jamestown after
King James of England.

Led by Captain John Smith, the
colonists braved Indian attacks, star-
vation, disease, fire and storms to
establish the colony. An Indian girl,
Pocahontas, was their friend and
helped them whenever she could.

Docent Fran Gold of Westfield,
dressed as Pocahontas, will describe
these bold adventures. The museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue in

Westfield. Admission is $2.50 for
adults, $1 for students and free for
children under age four.

The program Sunday also will in-
clude tours of the fully furnished 1740
farmhouse plus open-hearth cooking
in the museum’s Frazee Building.
Laurie Mills and Diane Hagmann of
the cooking committee will use au-
thentic Colonial recipes and cooking
methods of the period, and taste treats
will be available.

Visitors also are invited to stop by the
museum’s gift shop, which is stocked
with a variety of Colonial toys, crafts,
books and educational materials.

Upcoming Sunday events at the
museum include “The Life of a Con-
tinental Soldier” on April 22 and the
“Sheep to Shawl Festival” on April
29. For more information, please call
the museum office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776.

Class Set For April 19
On Making of Challah
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will offer a class on mak-
ing the festive bread known as challah
on Thursday, April 19, at 7 p.m. Henry
Brendzel will teach the class.

A sampling of Israeli foods also
will be available for participants to
taste. Space is limited so advance
registration is recommended. The cost
is $15 for JCC members and $20 for
non-members.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
details or to register for the class, please
contact Michele Dreiblatt at
mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 205. Information
and online registration also are avail-
able at jccnj.org.

Smiths Welcome Son,
Christian Michael

Timothy and Alicia Smith of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Christian Michael Smith,
on Tuesday, April 3, at 5:22 a.m. at St.
Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

Christian weighed 7 pounds and 15
ounces and measured 19¼ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, Emily, age 2.
The baby’s maternal grandparents

are Dr. and Mrs. Salvatore D’Angelo
of Mahwah.

Christian’s paternal grandparents
are Jeff and Ginny Smith of Westfield.

His maternal great-grandmother is
Derna Ermacora of Ridgewood.

Author Eric Metaxas
To Visit Local Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – Young Life of

Central New Jersey will present “An
Evening With Eric Metaxas” on Sat-
urday, April 21, beginning at 7 p.m. at
the Evangel Church, located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. Coffee
and dessert will be served.

Mr. Metaxas is the author of “Amaz-
ing Grace,” which has been turned
into a feature film, about William
Wilberforce’s campaign to end sla-
very. He also is the author of “Every-
thing You Always Wanted to Know
About God (But Were Afraid to Ask).”

Additionally, he has written for
VeggieTales and Rabbit Ears Produc-
tions, earning three Grammy nomina-
tions for Best Children’s Recording.

Proceeds will benefit the ministry of
Young Life and Wyld Life. Admission
is free, but seating is limited. Interested
persons are asked to respond by e-mail
to russ@centraljersey.younglife.org or
by calling (908) 232-3500.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Evangel Church Posts
‘Power Force’ Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – The John
Jacobs “Next Generation Power Force”
team will visit the Evangel Church at
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains on
Sunday, April 29, from 6 to 9 p.m.

A team of world-class athletes, Next
Generation Power Force performs ex-
hibitions of power, strength, speed,
inspiration and motivation. With the
philosophy that inspiration and moti-
vation equals academic and personal
achievement, the team tackles issues
such as drugs, alcohol, violence, ab-
stinence, peer pressure and suicide.

Admission is free and all ages are
welcome. The Evangel Church is lo-
cated at 1251 Terrill Road. For more
details, please call (908) 322-9300.

The Chelsea at Fanwood Proudly Presents

Please join us as certified master gardener,
Debra Naha, of the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension discusses gardening techniques and
nutrition. Learn ways to have a happy and
healthy planting season. Be in the know on
what to grow!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN:   Wednesday, April 18, 2007
TIME:     7:00 p.m.
WHERE:  The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200 

“Nutrition In The Garden”

by 4/16/07

With Rabbi David Kalb of the National Jewish
Center for Learning and Leadership

With its recent popularity among celebrities,
Kabbalah has come to be seen by many as a
stand-alone set of practices disconnected from
the rest of Jewish life.

However, Rabbi Kalb will help us explore the
history of this rich mystical Jewish tradition and
show us how it has actually been an important
part of Jewish thought and feeling for more
than 2,000 years!!

Thursday Evenings,
7:30pm April 19, 26, May 3

Temple Emanu-El
756 East Broad Street, Westfield

Registration Not Required • Free of Charge
Questions? Call 908-232-6770 for more information.

BEYOND MADONNA:
KABBALAH 101
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Faith and Spirituality Extend
Beyond the Realm of Science

By REV. DR. DARLA DEE
TURLINGTON

Major Jewish and Christian holy
days rolled around again last week, so
it is no surprise that the media featured
some stories linked to Passover and
Easter.

The smaller splash was a newspaper
article in which the director of arche-
ology in Egypt calls the Passover ac-
count “a myth” because there is no
historical evidence to corroborate it. It
seems his workers have unearthed a
fort from the era when the exodus
from Egypt is said to have occurred
and there is nothing to suggest the
Hebrews pulled off such an escape.

The big splash was the television
announcement that archaeologists had
uncovered the tombs of a first-century
family including a “Mary,” a “Joseph”
and a “Jesus.” This coincidence was
said to prove that Jesus did not rise
from the dead.

Sigh…the dialogue between faith
and science is a long and generally
respectful one that will continue as
long as there are humans on earth. I’m
glad to say that it is usually a more

sophisticated conversation than either
of these two media reports convey.

It doesn’t take faith to know that you
can’t prove something from the ab-
sence of archaeological evidence. It
doesn’t take much analytical thought,
either, to figure out that the coinci-
dence of common names does not
prove specific identity. The two media
reports cited matter very little, but the
question of the support for faith claims
matters a great deal.

The belief of the faithful is not a sure
thing that can be proven. But neither is
it a blind leap of faith that denies
reason. Faith, as in belief in doctrines
and a particular religious story, re-
quires, well, faith – placing trust in
something you think is true even though
you can’t prove it.

Faith gives credence to evidence
that science does not, including per-
sonal experience and tradition. Faith
touches areas of human conscious-
ness that reason does not, including
emotions and hopes and that realm of
experience we call “spiritual.”

I admire adherents of a faith tradi-
tion who are open to examining their
faith claims in dialogue with all the
human sciences. But I question the
assumption of many who play science
against faith that rational knowledge
is superior to experiential knowledge.
In fact, the opposite is probably true.
Just think about the person you love
most in the whole world: would you
rather know facts about their existence
and reality, or spend time with them
imagining a better reality?

Let’s keep using our minds, but also,
let’s keep the faith!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is senior pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Benefit ‘Party’ to Aid
Lymphoma Research
MOUNTAINSIDE – The second

annual “Tennis Tea Party” to benefit
the New Jersey Chapter of the Lym-
phoma Research Foundation (LRF)
will be held on Sunday, April 22,
from 1 to 5 p.m. at the Mountainside
Indoor Tennis Club on Route 22 in
Mountainside.

In addition to tennis, activities will
include mini yoga and Pilates classes
provided by Anne Ferraro, owner of
the Westfield Yoga and Pilates Studio.

Participants also will have an op-
portunity to enjoy various foods while
listening to live jazz. Massages will
be available compliments of On The
Side Spa in Westfield.

Proceeds from the event will di-
rectly benefit the LRF, which has a
four star rating from Charity Naviga-
tor. For more information on the LRF,
please visit lymphoma.org.

Golden Agers Club Reveals
Trip to Millennium Theatre
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club has
planned an overnight trip to see “In
the Beginning,” a celebration of the
Biblical account of creation, at the
Sight and Sound Millennium The-
atre in Lancaster, Pa.

Participants will depart on
Wednesday, October 17, at 8 a.m.
from St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church and return
the following day. The church is lo-
cated at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The cost for the trip will vary ac-
cording to the choice of accommoda-
tion selected. For hotel double occu-
pancy, breakfast and dinner, the show,
a guided tour of the Amish country, a
visit to the Kitchen Kettle Village and
the motor coach ride, the cost is $179.
A single rate of $229 also is available.
A deposit of $75 is due by Friday,
June 1, with the balance payable by
Wednesday, August 1.

The Golden Agers Club offers se-
nior citizens an opportunity to meet
with their peers, share ideas, interact
and gather information to enhance
daily living. The club meets weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Birthday celebrations, bingo and
socializing are a regular part of
weekly meetings. Members are in-
vited to offer suggestions for activi-
ties, and free luncheons are provided
at least one week during each month.
Special speakers give presentations
on health issues and other topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
views and fun activity trips are avail-

able to everyone. For trip details,
please call Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-
4121 or Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-
4512. Club information is available
by calling Marge Van Duyne at (908)
889-4631.

Temple to Honor Homefirst
With Harris Gilbert Award

WESTFIELD – Homefirst will re-
ceive the Harris Gilbert Award dur-
ing the 8:15 p.m. Friday worship
services April 20 at Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

This is the second time Homefirst
will receive the award, which is
named in memory of Harris Gilbert
and given each year to a social jus-
tice organization. Mr. Gilbert’s wife,
Sally Gilbert, said Homefirst is be-
ing honored again because it has
branched out from the IHN (Inter-
faith Housing Network) to provide
long-term housing solutions.

Mr. Gilbert was vice president of
Temple Emanu-El and was a mem-
ber of the national executive board
of Common Cause and People for
the American Way. He also served in
many national leadership roles for
the Reform Jewish Movement. The
award is given through the Harris
Gilbert Fund for Social Justice,
which was established to carry on
his memory and ideals.

Homefirst was founded in 1986
by a group of Union County reli-
gious leaders and lay people, includ-
ing Rabbi Charles Kroloff and mem-

bers of Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield, to respond to the crisis of
homelessness in Union County.

Its original program is the emer-
gency housing provided by the IHN.
The network is comprised of area
congregations, which take turns host-
ing up to 14 single women and fami-
lies. The shelter provides these
people with a safe place to stay while
they begin to rebuild their lives.

In 1995, Homefirst purchased its
first house to provide transitional hous-
ing for families leaving the shelter.
Since then, it has continued to pur-
chase and renovate single- and multi-
family homes and condominiums to
provide safe, comfortable housing for
extremely low-income families.

For more information, please con-
tact Carolyn Shane, executive direc-
tor, at (908) 232-6770 or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit  tewnj.org.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

HERMANN & BATEMAN
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Federal & State Tax
Disputes

� Tax Collection Matters

� Failure to File

� Innocent Spouse

� Sales & Employment Tax

� Audits

Employment
Law

� Discrimination

� Severance Agreements

� Civil Service

� Employee Benefits

� Wrongful Termination

1108 Springfield Avenue, Mountainside, NJ 07092
908-654-8484 FAX: 908-654-1347

www.hermannandbateman.com

Historical Groups Post
Spring Assembly Date
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,

April 18, the historical societies of
Westfield will hold their annual
Spring Assembly at 8 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield. The public
is invited to attend.

The Spring Assembly marks the
yearly gathering of five local his-
torical groups, including the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields, the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum Volunteers, the Sons of the
American Revolution and the
Westfield Historical Society.

This year, Sherry Lange and Janet
Murphy, both volunteer members
of the Miller-Cory House Museum,
will give a presentation on “New
Jersey Indians…Lenape Indian
Lore.” This program will focus on
the culture and everyday life of the
Lenape Indians, who were local to
pre-Colonial New Jersey. A social
period and refreshments will fol-
low the presentation.

Parking is available in the church
parking lot or in the public lot adja-
cent to the church. For more infor-
mation, please call the Miller-Cory
House Museum weekday mornings
at (908) 232-1776.

Workshop to Be Held
On College Admissions

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will welcome
back Angela Fleznor, founder of Col-
lege Choice Consultants, on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7 p.m.

Ms. Fleznor will present a free
workshop on college admission Do’s
and Don’ts to assist high school jun-
iors as they approach their college
search and admission process.

An educator with more than 30
years of experience, she works with
students and their families on the
college admission process. She pre-
sented a program on the college ad-
mission process at the Scotch Plains
Public Library last November.

The seminar will be held in the
library’s Community Room. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information or direc-
tions, please call (908) 322-5007.

Hiking Club Invites
Public to Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a regular and var-
ied program of hiking and bicycling
activities designed to provide whole-
some recreation while contributing to
physical fitness. Most events take place
in central and northern New Jersey.
Annual membership dues are $10.
Guests are invited to participate in
several outings. For a complimentary
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.

High School Expo
Presented by The Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese of Newark

Monday, April 16
Archdiocesan Center

Newark

Tuesday, April 17
Marist High School

Bayonne

Wednesday, April 18
St. Michael School

Union

Monday, April 23
Our Lady of Sorrows School

South Orange

Tuesday, April 24
Annunciation Parish 

Paramus

Wednesday, April 25
Queen of Peace 

Elementary School
North Arlington5th, 6th and 7th Grade Students and Parents

Take this opportunity to meet and speak with Student
Representatives and Admissions Personnel from 

numerous Catholic High Schools

Br ighter  Hear ts ,  Br ighter  Minds ,  Br ighter  Dreams

(COOP) Admissions Exam 
Friday, Nov. 9, 2007 for  Sept. 2008 admission.

For directions & participating schools see:

www.rcan.org/schools

Or call:
(973) 497-4258
All Sessions  from 
7 PM to 8:30 pm

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
102 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Rosewood and Rhythm
To Perform at Library
FANWOOD – In celebration of

April as Jazz Appreciation Month,
the Fanwood Memorial Library and
the Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library will present Rosewood
and Rhythm on Sunday, April 22, at 2
p.m. at the library.

This trio delivers a multicultural
program of pulsating Spanish and
Brazilian influenced music, incorpo-
rating guitar, cello and percussion
with vocals in English, Portuguese
and Spanish.

The ensemble performs driving,
eclectic improvisations set to Brazil-
ian sambas and choros, Spanish rum-
bas and boleros and Argentine tangos.

Guitarist and singer Jeff Ausfahl
has had an extensive career as a jazz
and classical guitarist. He has been
giving workshop concerts through the
New York City public schools Music
Outreach program for over 20 years.
A cellist and a percussionist make up
the rest of the trio.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. To reserve a seat at this free
program, please call the library at (908)
322-6400 or sign up at the library.

First Baptist to Host
Senior Aid Program

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield and the Union
County Division on Aging will
present a program on Sunday, April
15, at noon at the church on state and
county aid for senior citizens. First
Baptist is located at 170 Elm Street.

This program will cover Pharma-
ceutical Assistance; the Senior Gold
prescription program; Low Income
Home Energy Assistance; changes to
Medicare and the Medicare Part D
prescription drug program; Reverse
Mortgage information; caregiver ser-
vices and Supplemental Social Secu-
rity Income screening.

Resource directories for older
adults will be given to those in atten-
dance. Donna Farrell, coordinator of
the Union County Outreach Program,
will be presenting. For more informa-
tion, please contact the First Baptist
Church at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
visit fbcwestfield.org/ online.

SCOUT PRIDE…Last month, Brownie Troop 614 created a poster of troop
activities to celebrate Girl Scout Week, which began on March 12. The girls also
wrote to soldiers in Iraq and practiced songs for the April 20 Sing-Along
commemorating the 95th anniversary of Girl Scouts of the United States of
America and the 50th anniversary of the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council.
Troop 614 members are second graders at St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School in Scotch Plains. They are pictured with two members of Junior Troop 256,
who have been working with Brownie troops to earn their Junior Aide Awards.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

JCC to Present
Used Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will hold its
semi-annual used book sale from
Monday to Friday, April 23 to 27.

Proceeds from this sale, to take place
at the JCC, will benefit the JCC’s
Senior Adult Services Department’s
Nutrition Program, which provides hot
meals for senior citizens.

Donations of gently used books
will be accepted from Monday, April
16, through Friday, April 20. Fiction,
nonfiction (excluding textbooks) and
children’s books will be welcome.

For more information about the
sale or the Senior Adult Services
Department, please contact Nan
Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 207. Infor-
mation also is available at jccnj.org.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 A.P.H.

UPCOMING EQUESTRIAN…Kate Steenberg, a senior at Westfield High School,
is pictured competing at the high junior (four feet, nine inches) level in the
international ring at the Winter Equestrian Festival in Wellington, Fla. on her
horse, Jason Du Boele. Kate also competed at the low junior (four feet, three
inches) level on her horse Nikaia.

DESERVING AWARD…Linda Kolterjohn, left, and Fran Lemberg, right,
present the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library’s 29th Annual Gaston
Award to Jane Bischoff on March 11.

Jane Bischoff Receives
29th Gaston Award

WESTFIELD  – The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library pre-
sented the 29th Gaston Award to
Jane Bischoff on March 11 at the
Westfield Memorial Library. The
Gaston Award is given annually to a
Friends of the Library member for
service to the library, willingness to
serve in a variety of activities, years
of service to the library and team-
work to accomplish activities that
benefit the library.

An active member of the Friends
for many years, Mrs. Bischoff has
served on multiple committees. She
always volunteers many hours to work
the annual Westfield Library Book
Sale. At present, she serves as the
assistant treasurer and takes care of
the busy copy machines in the
Westfield Memorial Library.

The Gaston Award was presented
to Mrs. Bischoff during the Friends
of the Library’s annual program meet-
ing. This year, the Friends offered
free of charge “Amelia Earhart: First
Lady of the Skies.”

College Club Spotlights
Benefit Event Items

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has
revealed a sampling of items to be
featured at its Sunday, April 22 ben-
efit fashion show-luncheon entitled
“A Festival of Weddings.”

The event, to be held from 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains, will
include a silent auction and Select-
a-Gift baskets.

Among the many offerings will be:
four Jets tickets on the 50 yard line,
with a parking pass and Stadium Club
pass included; two seats (50 yard
line) to a Rutgers football game plus
transportation and tailgate meal; ten-
nis lessons; health club memberships;
vacation packages; entertainment
tickets and packages and gift certifi-
cates to various restaurants and stores.

All proceeds from the event will go
directly into the College Club Schol-
arship Fund, which provides scholar-
ships for young women in the local
communities. Tickets are $40 and
may be purchased by calling Ginger
Rachko at (908) 889-4195.

Registration to Begin
For New ‘Y’ Session

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area
“Y”’s Spring 2 Session will begin on
Sunday, April 22. Registration for
Gold and Silver individual and fam-
ily members will start this Saturday,
April 14, at 7:15 a.m. Members can
register online. Open registration for
program and new members will be-
gin on Monday, April 16, at 7:30 a.m.

Various new programs will be fea-
tured during this session, including
Prenatal Yoga; Postnatal Yoga; Swim
Team Spring Clinic; Parent/Child Bas-
ketball; My Newborn and Me; In-
structional T-ball League; Instructional
Kindergarten Basketball League; the
Flyers Track and Field Club and pri-
vate computer instruction.

Registration for the “Y”’s Sum-
mer Day Camp program also will
take place during this session. Tradi-
tional and specialty camps are avail-
able for ages three through 15. Reg-
istration forms may be obtained at
the front desk of the main “Y” facil-
ity, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, or online at
westfieldynj.org.

Financial assistance is available
for those who qualify. For informa-
tion about the “Y” programs, please
call (908) 233-2700 or visit the “Y”
online at westfieldynj.org.

Benefit Concert Set
For Steve Nemeth

AREA – The “A Night with Friends
to Help a Friend Committee” will
hold a benefit concert featuring a
performance by the Jake Kalagis
Band on Saturday, May 26, to aid
Steve Nemeth.  Mr. Nemeth suffers
from juvenile diabetes.

Last August, he underwent a kid-
ney and pancreas transplant at the
University of Maryland. Since then,
he has been battling the disease plus
the side effects of the transplant. He is
unable to work and is faced with
significant medical, hotel and medi-
cation expenses.

Mr. Nemeth has spent more than 23
years serving his community, includ-
ing coaching sports and serving as
president of the Cementon Playground
Association and the Whitehall Town-
ship, Pa. Recreation Committee.

The committee is seeking dona-
tions to help defray the cost of host-
ing the benefit and/or to help defray
Mr. Nemeth’s medical and hotel costs.
Donations may be made payable to:
Fred Lecomte – Friends for Steve,
159 Briarwood Drive East, Berkeley
Heights, N.J. 07922.

Carmela DeRosa, 97
Carmela DeRosa, 97, of Westfield

died on Monday, April 9, at the Clark
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in
Clark.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived there for many years before
moving to Union and then to Westfield
several years ago.

Mrs. DeRosa was a homemaker.
She was the beloved wife of the

late Joseph DeRosa, who predeceased
her in 1979.

Mrs. DeRosa was the devoted
mother of Joseph DeRosa of
Westfield, Clotilda Ruhren and
Marianne Chapin, both of South Caro-
lina. She also will be deeply missed
by her six grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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Robert Hendrick, 82, Billing Supervisor;
Enjoyed Bridge, Traveling and Fishing

Gertrude M. Nichols, 87, Was Journalist;
Former Store Owner and BOE President

Donald Sharkey, 68, Parliamentarian;
Assistant Counsel For Two Governors
Donald P. Sharkey, 68, of

Mountainside died on Friday, April 6,
at his residence.

Born in Orange, he had lived in
South Orange and Millburn before
moving to Mountainside in 1986.

Mr. Sharkey was director of State
Relations for Johnson and Johnson
Co., a position in which he repre-
sented the company in state legisla-
tures throughout the country.

He started with Johnson and
Johnson in the Government Relations
Department and also was treasurer of
the company’s political action com-
mittee, The Good Government Fund.

After graduating from Columbia
High School in South Orange he at-
tended Seton Hall University. Mr.
Sharkey was listed in “Who’s Who in
American Colleges and Universities”
in 1960 and was a member of the Phi
Beta Sigma service fraternity. He also
received the Military Science Award
as a member of the R.O.T.C.

Following graduation in 1960, Mr.
Sharkey attended Cornell Law School.
After attaining his law degree in 1963,
he was commissioned in the Army as
a second lieutenant. Mr. Sharkey
served in Korea and stateside, retiring
with the rank of captain.

After the Army, he clerked for Judge
Foley and went into private practice
with John Murray in Orange and later
with John Froehling in corporate prac-
tice. He also served as counsel to then
Minority Leader of the New Jersey
State Legislature Thomas H. Kean, Sr.

Mr. Sharkey served as Parliamen-
tarian of the New Jersey State Legis-
lature. He also served as assistant
counsel to two New Jersey gover-
nors, Governor William T. Cahill and
Governor Brendan T. Byrne.

He was a member of the Our Lady

of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
in Mountainside, the New Jersey Bar
Association, Summit Tennis Club and
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.
Mr. Sharkey was a former member of
the Orange Lawn Tennis Club in South
Orange.

He was a member of the Seton Hall
University Advisory Council and Pi-
rate Blue.

He is survived by his wife, Linda
Faust Sharkey; his sister, Jean Sharkey
Cain and her husband, George, and
many nieces, nephews, grandnieces
and grandnephews.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
April 10, from the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to
the Ever Forward Foundation, Seton
Hall University Development Office,
475 Centre Street, South Orange, N.J.
07079 would be appreciated.
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Gertrude M. Nichols (Bouquet),
87, of Westfield died on Thursday,
April 5, at JFK Medical Center in
Edison.

Born and raised in Missouri, she
lived in Westfield since 1956.

Mrs. Nichols was the owner, along
with her husband, of Martha Lorton
Candies in Westfield from 1965 to
1975.

She was the fashion editor for
Fairchild Publishing in New York City
from 1946 to 1956. During World
War II, she was a sportswriter for the
Associated Press in New York City,
covering the Brooklyn Dodgers.

Mrs. Nichols was an active mem-
ber of the Westfield Community Play-
ers; past president of the Westfield
Board of Education; a founding mem-
ber, lector and CCD teacher at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church; a
member of the International Gour-
met Food Club and the College
Women’s Club, all of Westfield.

She graduated from the University
of Missouri in 1938 with a journalism
degree.

Mrs. Nichols was the beloved wife
of the late Clement Nichols, who died
in 1988. Two grandchildren and six
older brothers also predeceased her.

She was the devoted mother of
Deborah Cavanagh, Cynthia
Hegwein, Jacqueline Scheider, Judith
Keene, David Nichols and the late
Lieutenant Daniel Nichols. She also
will be deeply missed by her 10 grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, April 9, at St.
Helen’s Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the American Macular De-
generation Foundation, P.O. Box 515,
Northampton, Mass. 01061-0515.
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Robert Reeve Hendrick, 82, of Palm
City, Fla., formerly of Fanwood,
passed away suddenly on Monday,
March 26, in Vicksburg, Miss. while
on a tour.

Born in Orange, N.J. in 1925, Bob
was the son of the late Charles Oren
Hendrick and Harriet Reeve Hendrick.
He was a 1943 graduate of East Or-
ange High School and served in the
United States Army in World War II,
finishing as a chaplain’s assistant.

He graduated Lehigh University in
1949 with a degree in industrial engi-
neering and was an active member of
the Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity.

A Fanwood resident for 33 years,
Bob was a member of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church and was active
in the Fanwood Lions Club, having
served as president. He also was sec-
retary for District 16E of the New
Jersey Lions Club and president of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Music Boosters.

He retired from Western Electric

(AT&T) in 1980 as a billing supervisor.
Bob moved to Palm City in 1990 and

was a member of the Palm City Presby-
terian Church and the Martin Downs
Country Club, also in Palm City. For
the past 26 years, he summered in
Holderness, N.H. During retirement,
his favorite pastimes included playing
bridge, traveling and fishing on Squam
Lake in New Hampshire.

He was predeceased by his brother,
Richard B. Hendrick.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Barbara Hallock Hendrick; twin
daughters, Joy Hendrick of Homer,
N.Y. and Judy (William) Griffiths of
Charlotte, N.C.; three granddaugh-
ters, Carrie Griffiths, Christine
Griffiths and Courtney (Vince) Carter;
two nephews, Richard Hendrick and
Douglas Hendrick; several grand-
nieces and a grandnephew.

Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Association or to a
charity of one’s choice.
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FUSP Lecture to Look
At Racial Justice Issues

AREA – The Social Justice Com-
mittee of the First Unitarian Society
of Plainfield (FUSP) will present the
seventh lecture in its “Think Glo-
bally, Act Locally” series at 7 p.m. on
Friday, April 20, at the FUSP Church.

Among the members of FUSP’s
congregation are residents of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The church is located at
724 Park Avenue in Plainfield.

Steve Hatcher and Jeff Hitchcock
of the Plainfield People’s Organiza-
tion for Progress will speak on “Ra-
cial Justice and Police Brutality.”

The lecture will explore how com-
munity organizations are empower-
ing all citizens, especially those tra-
ditionally excluded from key deci-
sion-making roles, to make local
communities safer, more just and
more peaceful.

The evening will begin with a pot-
luck supper at 6 p.m. A discussion
will follow the lecture. Childcare
will be provided.

The free lecture series will run
through May, with a community
pizza party planned for June so par-
ticipants can socialize and share their
views. The topic for the May pro-
gram will be “Civil Liberties in an
Age of Terrorism.”

For more information, please call
(908) 756-0750 weekdays between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. or look on fusp.org
under news and events. Visitors are
welcome to attend 10 a.m. worship
services on Sundays.

Joanne Rajoppi Gives Talk
On Courthouse Celebration
WESTFIELD – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi was the guest speaker
at the Thursday, March 29 meeting of
the Westfield Area Old Guard.

In 2005, Ms. Rajoppi
was appointed chairwoman
of a committee charged
with planning the centen-
nial anniversary celebra-
tion of the Union County
courthouse in Elizabeth.

In 1905, the courthouse
consisted of the offices of
the county clerk, county
sheriff, county surrogate,
prosecutor and judges – all
constitutional officers un-
der the New Jersey State
Constitution. Over the years, addi-
tions were made to the main court-
house building. A 17-floor tower was
added, followed by a jail, annex
building and parking garage. The
top floor of the parking garage served
as a juvenile detention center.

Ms. Rajoppi’s talk focused prima-
rily on the rediscovery of the mural
ceiling of the courthouse dome, which
had been covered in the 1950s when
additional flooring space was needed

due to expansion of the probation
department. Her presentation in-
cluded highlights of the centennial as
well as slides of the celebration.

Ms. Rajoppi earned her
bachelor of arts degree
from Case Western Re-
serve University in Ohio
and a Master of Public
Administration degree
from Seton Hall Univer-
sity in South Orange. She
is serving her third term
as county clerk.

The Westfield Area Old
Guard is celebrating its
75th year of fellowship,
welcoming retired men in

the western part of Union County.
The group meets Thursdays from 9
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, for refreshments and a
speaker. For more information, please
call Jack McHugh at (908) 233-1539
or Walter Halpin at (908) 889-2074.

Joanne Rajoppi

WESTFIELD – The Northern New
Jersey Chapter of the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, based in Westfield,
has announced the formation of its
planning committee of volunteers who
will support the organization’s annual
Light The Night Walk.

Light The Night is the society’s
nationwide evening walk to com-
memorate lives touched by cancer.

Participants carry flickering red and
white balloons along a one- to three-
mile walk within their communities.
Cancer survivors hold white balloons,
while all others carry red balloons.

According to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, volunteers play
an integral role in the success of the
organization’s events. They assist with
specific logistical elements associ-
ated with event coordination and make
all of the walk sites fun.

To learn more about various vol-
unteer opportunities, interested in-
dividuals are invited to attend a spe-
cial volunteer orientation on Thurs-
day, April 25. It will take place at
Bleakley, Dwyer, Schwartz, Cooney
and Finney in Fairfield at 7 p.m.
Registration is required.

Currently, more than 712,000
Americans are battling leukemia,
lymphoma and myeloma. The goal
of Light The Night is to draw atten-
tion to the critical need to find cures
and provide families with ongoing
care and support.

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion about Light The Night, please
call Kisha Achoe at (908) 654-9445
or visit lightthenight.org/nnj.

Jean E. Everitt, 96
Jean E. Everitt, 96, of Leisure Knoll

in Manchester Township died on Sat-
urday, April 7, at Community Medi-
cal Center in Toms River.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Westfield before relocating
to Manchester Township seven years
ago.

Mrs. Everitt had been employed as
a secretary for many years with Tech
Line Inc. in Springfield prior to retir-
ing.

She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

Her husband, William Everitt, pre-
deceased her in 1961.

Surviving are two sons, Richard
Everitt of Florida and Barry Everitt of
Manchester Township; two grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchildren.

A private family graveside service
will be held tomorrow, Friday, April
13, at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the DeGraff
Lakehurst Funeral Home in
Lakehurst.
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County/Community News

Volunteers Sought to Help
Organize Light The Night
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Junior Melissa Gallagher
Plans WHS Career Night

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

By CYNTHIA ANZEL
AND PATRICIA MERLO

Teachers, Jefferson School

Most people think of college or
high school students getting involved
in community service. Well, in
Westfield, these efforts begin as early
as the elementary grades.

The Early Act Club of Jefferson
School is a service organization spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of Westfield
and is an example of young people
helping their local community and
those not so close to home.

For the past three years, the fourth
and fifth graders at Jefferson School,
together with we volunteer advisors,
meet once or twice a month to decide
how the students could help the
school, community and the world.

Each year brings a new challenge
for the club – from helping send care
packages to soldiers in Iraq to raising
money for childhood diabetes.

The students give up the free time
during their lunch periods to help
plan projects and work on them, but
as fifth grader David Gruskin puts it,
“I’d rather be helping in Early Act
than doing anything else in the world.”

Sarah Cronin likes helping choose
new items for the school store, but
most of all she liked donating $20 of
her own savings to the “Pennies for
Patients” drive held in February.

Every Tuesday she tries to remem-
ber to make an extra lunch to help
someone less fortunate.

In the month of February, Jefferson
School participated in the “Pennies
for Patients Program” and donated to
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety to help patients and fight what has
been termed the most fatal disease of
children under the age of fifteen. By
the end of February, the school col-
lected close to $3,000, with the Early
Act Club organizing the effort as well
as collecting and counting the coins.

The Early Act Club at Jefferson
School has been very busy this year
helping others. One of their first
projects was collecting school sup-
plies from their fellow students to
donate to the Berkley Terrace School

Community Service Starts
Young in Westfield Schools

in Irvington and followed up with
several holiday gifts in December.

This Giving Tree Project is one of
our favorites because children are
giving to other children.

To help their school, the Early Act
Club runs the school store. It operates
two days every month at lunchtime,
and classes are invited into the library
to make purchases. This is a non-
profit store.

A new project for this year is Tues-
day Lunches. All children are asked
to make an extra lunch every Tues-
day, which are collected and taken to
St. Joseph’s in Elizabeth by parent
volunteers.

To make the lunches fun for the
children who receive them, little toys
or books are sometimes added. Since
the inception of the program in Janu-
ary, more than 1,000 lunches have
been donated.

You may have seen Early Act Club
members at the annual Rotary Pan-
cake Breakfast helping clear tables.
Every year the children are invited to
help.

We are planning a project for Earth
Day to tie in with our school theme,
“Everyday is Earth Day!” Our young
people are busy thinking of ways to
help others all year long.

A PRETTY PENNY…Children collect their “Pennies for Patients,” as Westfield
promotes community service efforts early, beginning in elementary school.
Above, from left to right, are: Bottom row, Kelly Jiang, Billy Cook and Lucas Fan;
middle center, James Goldberger and Connor Russell, and standing at rear,
Gavin Conlon, Melanie Snyder, Joseph DeTrano, Nick Mele and Paul Dunham.

WF Students Earn
Mo-Beard Honors

WESTFIELD – Morristown-
Beard School, an independent, co-
educational day school for grades 6
to 12, has two honor rolls for aca-
demic achievement.

To make the headmaster’s list, a
student must have a minimum GPA
of 3.90 with no grade below B-. To
make the honor roll, a student must
have a mimimum GPA of 3.0 with no
grade below B- .

Westfield’s Ava Scheininger, grade
11, made the headmaster’s list for
the fall 2006 semester.

Westfield’s Andrew Bakst, grade
11, Evan Bakst, grade 9, Meghan
Evans, grade 11, and Alex Masel,
grade 12, made the honor roll.

Kean University
To Honor Five Alumni
AREA – The Kean University

Alumni Association and President
Dawood Farahi will recognize five
distinguished alumni at a dinner re-
ception that will be held on Satur-
day, April 28, at 6 p.m. in the Kean
Hall Conference Center located on
the main campus.

This year’s honorees are: former
chief of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI) Behavioral Sciences
Unit, Stephen Band, Class of 1973;
Secretary of the New Jersey State
Senate, Ellen Maher Davenport of
Maplewood, Class of 1964; Associ-
ate Director of Programs and Cura-
tor-Permanent Collection for the
Whitney Museum, Donna De Salvo
of New York City, Class of 1977;
former teacher, writer and principal,
Edna Doll of Cranford; and News 12
New Jersey sports anchor, George
Falkowski of Phillipsburg (native of
Scotch Plains), Class of 1983.

For more information about this
event, call Wendy Lee, director of
Alumni Relations, at (908) 737-
ALUM (2586). For more informa-
tion about the honorees, log onto the
Alumni Relations website at
keanalumni.org.

Roosevelt Appoints Bolton
School Assistant Principal

WELCOME ABOARD…Stewart Carey, left, the principal of Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, congratulates Matthew Bolton, new assistant principal of Roosevelt.

WESTFIELD – Matthew Bolton is
the new assistant principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield.

He began his new position at
Roosevelt in March following unani-
mous approval of the Westfield Board
of Education. He holds a master’s
degree in educational leadership from
Bank Street College of Education and
a Bachelor of Science degree in El-
ementary Education from Seton Hall
University.

He has taught both elementary and
sixth grade students in the Fair Lawn
Public Schools. In addition to his
teaching role, he designed and facili-
tated a peer assistance program which
resulted in more than 80 at-risk sixth
grade students taking part in a year-
long mentoring program with sev-
enth and eighth graders.

He was also instrumental in de-
signing new curriculum, developing
a district-wide initiative in problem-
based learning practices, and con-
ducted a quantitative analysis to ad-
dress transitional stresses and enhance
student performance of sixth graders.

Mr. Bolton is a member of the
Kappa Delta Pi international honor
society in education, Alpha Kappa
Delta (international Sociology honor
society) and the Bank Street Leader-
ship Association.

Following his appointment in
Westfield, he said, “I am extremely
excited about this opportunity af-
forded me by the Westfield public
schools. I am building many quality

relationships with both the children
and adults of Roosevelt Intermediate
School. I also look forward to the
meaningful work that lies ahead, as
the Roosevelt School Community
continues to enhance an already out-
standing school.”

Hi-5 Candy, Ice Café
To Host Book Signing
WESTFIELD – Hi-5 Candy and

Ice Café at 50 Elm Street will host a
book signing by Westfield resident
and author Pete Birle on Tuesday,
April 24, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Mr. Birle is the author of several
sports themed books that have been
used by public schools nationwide.
Copies of Mr. Birle’s most recent
book, “Locals Only,” will be avail-
able for purchase.

Hi-5 will donate a portion of the
proceeds of any candy or ice cream
purchase during the event to the
Tamaques School PTO. For more in-
formation, please call Hi-5 Candy
and Ice Café at (908) 654-1555.

WF’s Linnea Liscinsky
Earns Teacher Honor
WESTFIELD – Linnea Liscinsky,

daughter of Carol Liscinsky of
Westfield, has been named “Teacher
of the Year” by teachers and staff at
Frances A. Desmares Elementary
School in Flemington.

Ms. Liscinsky, a graduate of
Westfield High School and The Col-
lege of New Jersey, has taught third
grade at the school for three years,
since September 2004. There will be
a luncheon held in her honor.

OPEN HOUSE AT
CAMP RIVERBEND
Saturday, April 21, 2007

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Rain date Saturday, April 28

Crafts....Games....BBQ Lunch
Fun for the whole family!

A day camp for boys and girls 
ages 4 -14

116 Hillcrest Road, Warren, NJ 07059

1-888-THE-CAMP
rvrbnd1@aol.com

www.campriverbend.com

Please RSVP by April 18th

SPRING CLEARANCE Westfield Area Y  

Summer Camp 

2007 

NEW  

Combo Care 

Option and 

Extended  

Camp Hours!  

 

Register by  

April 14th and  

be entered to win a  

FREE Week of 

Traditional Camp! 

Healthy Kids Day 

& Camp Expo 

April 14, 1-4 pm 

FREE Family 

Activities  and 

Refreshments! 

One week or the  
entire summer for 

children ages 3 
through 15.   

 
Whether it’s a traditional or specialty 
camp, we have one that’s right for 
you! 
 

• Age appropriate Camp Trips  

• Promotes Teamwork &               
Self-Esteem 

• Educational & Recreational  

• CPR/First Aid Certified            
Camp Staff 

• Half Day & Full Day Camp Options  

• EMT/Nurse on staff  

• Incorporates core values of        
Caring, Honesty, Respect and    
Responsibility into daily              
programming. 

Westfield Area Y  

220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer 

Family Branch 

422 East Broad St. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 

More Education
in Back Section

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
April 18, from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m., stu-
dents at Westfield High School (WHS),
as well as many surrounding high
schools in Union County, are invited
to attend Career Night, which will
feature men and women representing
more than 40 various professions.

The event is made possible as a
result of months of planning by Me-
lissa Gallagher, a junior at Westfield
High School, in conjunction with the
WHS guidance department.

Students will meet in the audito-
rium at 7:15 p.m. for a brief overview
and then head to assigned areas to hear
panels of speakers. Students can rotate
and attend up to four panel discussions
spanning various career paths.

Panels will include: business, health
care, social services, education and
the arts and communication. A foren-
sic pathologist, CBS news reporter
and editor of People magazine are just

a few of the people participating that
night, in addition to professors from
colleges with unique career programs.

Career Night has developed into
Melissa’s Girl Scout Gold Award
project, which is the highest award in
Girl Scouting.

According to Melissa, “Most high
school students really don’t have
knowledge of professions other than
what their parents do. Many end up
starting college not knowing what
major to choose; therefore, I decided
that learning more about what it takes
to prepare for a certain career and
exactly what that person does would
be helpful to high school students.”

A suggested donation for admis-
sion to Career Night will be a contri-
bution for the troops overseas. Any
hotel-size toiletries, books or CDs
would be appreciated. For a complete
detailed list of what is needed, go to
operationshoebox.com.

FINAL DESTINATION…“CSI-DI” Team Manager Anthe Angelides and Co-
Manager Kim Keenan lead a group of talented youngsters at the New Jersey State
Destination Imagination (DI) tournament last month. Pictured above, from left to
right, are: Marina Gialanella, Austin Kreusser, Jessica Keenan, Sophie Bennett,
Julia Ross, Yanni Angelides and Max Carle.

Westfield’s Destination
Imagination Teams Win

WESTFIELD – Westfield won
once again at the New Jersey State
Destination Imagination (DI) tour-
nament, which took place in Bask-
ing Ridge on March 24.

More than 100 teams from around
the state competed in five different
competitive challenges in which the
youngsters spent months working to
solve.

Westfield fielded 15 teams in to-
tal. The teams included one from
Westfield High School (WHS), two
from Roosevelt Intermediate School,
one from Edison Intermediate School
and 11 teams from Wilson Elemen-
tary School.

Thanks to team managers and
Wilson’s chairman of DI, Jill
Naughton, eight of these teams par-
ticipated at the competitive third-
through fifth-grade level. Four
Westfield teams earned the right to
compete against other teams from
around the world at the DI Global
Finals in Knoxville, Tenn. over Me-
morial Day weekend.

In the “CSI-DI” challenge, a team
of third graders called the “Crime
Time Kidz” excelled and was re-
warded with the first place trophy.

In the “Round About Courage”
challenge, the Wilson States of Mind,
which consisted of Austin Hatch,
Belle Hutchins, Ben Verchick, Gabby
Buckman, Jack Monihan, Maddie
McCready and Sophia Goldschmidt,
won second place.

In addition to the success of the
Wilson teams, a team from Roosevelt
participated in the Middle School
level CSI-DI challenge and took a
“wild card” spot to compete in Glo-
bal Finals.

The WHS team, which also com-
peted in CSI-DI, won the second
place trophy in the Senior Level,
earning them an invitation to Knox-
ville as well.

Additionally, two of these WHS
students, Samantha Luscombe and
Samuel Johnson, received this year’s
two annual NJDI Creativity Schol-
arships available to juniors and se-
niors in high school.
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Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

Letters to the Editor SP-F Fields Need Major Renovation,
Please Vote Yes on Tues. for Turfit

Reader Invites Turf Field Critics to
See the Music and Athlete Talent

I am writing to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times to express my support
for the Field Turf initiative for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. My son
played football throughout his PAL and
high school years on the existing fields.
That is, he played when the fields were in
good enough shape. Many times the games
were postponed, moved to opponents’
fields or canceled.

Not only were those cancellations dis-
appointing, but also the games that were
not cancelled were played under danger-
ous conditions on a field full of ruts, holes
and mud. Even now, four months after the
football and soccer seasons have been
completed, simply walking across those
fields is dangerous. I would invite any
doubters to try to cross the field.

All the work that has been done in the
past few years to improve the fields or
patch the track has not made the facilities
able to sustain full seasons of use. At this
point, the money spent is a sunk-cost and
irrelevant in any discussion of how to fix
the problems going forward.

The fields will not be maintainable
without a major renovation, and the track
is peeling up and must be replaced regard-
less of the outcome of this referendum.

I have been involved in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Field Initiative since its
inception in November 2005. This com-
mittee has worked diligently with the
Board of Education, the athletic director,
the track, football and soccer coaches,
PAL, the recreation department, the Soc-
cer Association and the Music Boosters
to make sure all our interests are ad-
dressed.

Our goal is to get the referendum passed
on April 17 and then to drive a fund-
raising effort to pay down a portion of the

bond. It may seem counter-intuitive to
have the fundraising after the referendum
is passed, but without a commitment by
the Board of Education and the voters in
both Scotch Plains and Fanwood that the
fields will be turfed and the track will be
replaced, we cannot in good faith collect
significant amounts of money.

We are spearheading this initiative
because we firmly believe that it is the
right thing to do, and we have dedicated
a great deal of time, effort and personal
contribution to get the referendum on the
ballot. However, the fields are Board of
Ed property and need to be supported in
the public domain through a publicly
capitalized bond.

This effort does not affect the current
budget of the SPF school district. The
support of the homeowners in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood will change our high
school sports facilities from the worst in
the county and the conference to one of
the best. This seems to me to be a very
reasonable investment whether or not
you have children who will benefit.

While my son played on the fields for
many years, he is graduating this June
and my daughter does not play any sports
that will be using the track or the fields.
My interest in the Turfit initiative is to
improve the facilities at the high school
and augment pride in our district.

Our fields and track are recognized by
all the competitors as being in the worst
shape possible. Considering the quality
of our teams and our marching band, our
priority should be ensuring their safety
and continued success.

Please vote for the budget and for Field
Turf on April 17.

Curt Brand
Scotch Plains

I invite you to come and see a SPF high
school sports or music event. I can just bet
that most of you who are protesting the
“Turf It” project have never seen your
local athletes or musicians in action. Come
out and witness, you won’t believe the
talent you see. I have seen more events
than I can count, and the talent I have seen
in our young people is unbelievable. We
should be proud and supportive of the
talent that we have in our midst.

These kids are giving their hearts and
souls, practicing day after day, running
mile after mile, playing note after note so
that they can be the best at what they are.
For most of them, their high school career
will be their last hurray in the music or
sports world. Not because of talent but
because of the demands of college life. So
when you witness a music or sporting
event at the high school level, you are
seeing students that are giving their all.

The amazing thing that will happen
when the “turf field” becomes a reality is
that both the music and sports worlds will
share a common bond. They will both be

able to share the same pride. The athlete
and the musician will both be proud to
have a beautiful field to perform on and to
host opponents. They will not have their
events cancelled due to poor field condi-
tions. Within the walls of our schools, we
give our students the best “tools” to learn
with. Why not give them the best field to
express themselves on with sports and
music?

As stated in a recent letter, we just want
to have a place for our children to “play
games.” No we don’t, we have that place
at our local playgrounds and parks. We
want a place for all of our children to be
the best they can be, a place where they
can perform safely and a place where they
and their community can be proud to say,
“This is our home field.”

If you have a child who has been or will
be touched by our high school music or
sports programs, I urge you to support the
“Turf It” project on April 17.

Karen Benovengo
Scotch Plains

How Can Voters Support Budget That
Doesn’t Focus All Resources to Kids?
More than a decade ago (January 1997),

the Westfield Board of Education voted
to spend several million dollars on 302
Elm Street, a building with no students, at
a time when Westfield’s children were
going to classes in trailers, many class-
rooms were substandard and work to im-
prove them was not even on the drawing
board. Since then, they have proceeded to
spend millions on an administrative build-
ing despite community opposition.

When it was pointed out that there were
at least two successful and financially
rewarding conversions of derelict school
buildings (515 Trinity Place in Westfield
and Cleveland Plaza in Cranford) along
with detailed researched reports, the board
of education was not persuaded to do the
right thing and make this financial re-

source available to Westfield’s students.
How can the citizens of Westfield sup-

port a budget that does not make all avail-
able financial resources to the school chil-
dren?

Most school board elections in this past
decade have not been competitive. A com-
pliant board has not motivated a reluctant
administration to do the right thing to
reduce administrative costs and add fi-
nancial resources to the public school
effort.

A ‘no’ vote on April 17 is a positive one
for the students of Westfield. The budget
can then go before town council where
there is better fiscal vision and financial
acuity.

Joanne Hone
Westfield

Without Passage of Budget, District
Will Take a Step Backward This Year
During the preliminary phase of our

search for a new superintendent the board
of education surveyed the community for
input on the strengths and weaknesses of
the school district. Overall, the commu-
nity felt that one of the greatest strengths
of the district is our parents. I agree.

Our parents send their children to school
well-fed, well-rested, and well-prepared
which makes the school district’s job
easier. Many parents volunteer endless
hours organizing events, fundraising, serv-
ing on PTO boards and committees, and
working with teachers to ensure our
children’s success. But, there is another
thing that parents do to make the school
system work. They vote for the budget.
Without the operating budget, we take a
step backward and this year, in particular,
if the budget does not pass it will make it
harder for us to find the best superinten-
dent to serve the community.

That said, the board of education ap-

proached this year’s budget with fiscal
restraint. There is hardly anything new in
the budget because we recognize that
taxes are high. The few things we did add
we really felt were necessary. New fifth-
grade social studies textbooks so that the
students don’t have to share, new 11th
grade humanities textbooks to support a
brand new course and the most basic
technology so that we can provide whole
class instruction in grades three, four and
five to implement our new technology
curriculum were a few of the new items.

Over 600 community members an-
swered our survey, which shows their
concern and interest in our schools. In-
formed, involved and supportive parents
are what make the Westfield schools su-
perior. Let’s keep them that way. Please
vote on April 17.

Ann Cary
Chair, Comm. Outreach

Westfield Board of Education

Finance Chair Writes Westfield School
Budget is Tight-Fisted, Vote Yes Tues.
On Tuesday, April 17, the registered

voters of Westfield will have the opportu-
nity to cast their votes in the School
Election of the annual school budget. As
chairman of the Board of Ed Finance
Committee, I’d like to give some insight
into the 2007-2008 School Budget.

The proposed operating budget of $78.3
million represents an increase of 4.2 per-
cent. This budget was constructed by
rigorously assessing and, where possible,
reducing current spending, and by hold-
ing the line on new spending. Many com-
parable school districts had to cut existing
programs to comply with new state bud-
get caps. Prudent fiscal planning allowed
Westfield’s school budget to retain exist-
ing academic programs and extracurricu-
lar activities, keep staffing at current lev-
els, include modest new costs and deliver
a tax increase at a six-year low.

The 2007-2008 School Budget reflects
a tight-fisted approach to reigning in the
cost drivers of health insurance, utilities,
and special education. Through hard-driv-
ing negotiations and creative initiatives,
nearly $1 million of projected costs were
eliminated from the budget. Although the
average cost of national medical insur-
ance is rising 14 percent, the school dis-
trict has held it’s health insurance cost
increase to 8.5 percent by renegotiating
contracts – a projected savings of
$530,000.

Similarly, through collective bargain-
ing negotiations with employees, the dis-
trict achieved an employee waiver of
health insurance benefits for an estimated
savings of $125,000. The district also
saved an estimated $150,000 in utility
costs by aggressively negotiating new
natural gas transportation contracts. A
class for primary age autistic children and
an additional special education class for
high school students will save the district
at least $170,000 while providing a ben-
eficial local school experience.

The proposed budget contains mini-
mal funding for new programs; a recently
adopted grade 3-8 technological literacy
curriculum requires one teacher for a new
computer class for all seventh graders and
laptop computer carts for grades 4 and 5
whole class instruction, social studies text-
books for grades 4, 5 and 11, computer
technology and a K-12 student database
system postponed from prior years, and
shared funding with the Westfield Boost-
ers Association for a part time athletic
trainer.

By taking advantage of cost savings
through renegotiating contracts, initiating
additional in-district special education
classes, and taking a hard line on new
costs, the 2007-2008 school budget repre-
sents a 3.4 percent tax increase, or an
additional 13 cents per $100 of assessed
home valuation. The tax impact on the
average assessed home is $234. Although
the State would allow a larger tax increase,
(to 4 percent or about $300,000 more,) the
Board of Education labored to contain the
budget increase – recognizing that the
community’s recent support of the early
childhood center bond referendum will
already add to their tax burden. In addition,
the Board of Ed was adamant that all of the
increase in State aid would be returned to
Westfield taxpayers as tax relief.

Our educational system relies on many
factors and people, not the least of which
are the community members who help
make Westfield a wonderful place to learn
and a wonderful place to live. This is a
school budget that is cost effective and
educationally sound. It could be one of
the last school budgets that will not face
the veto power of the newly approved
County ‘Super’ Superintendent. This com-
ing Tuesday, April 17, Westfield’s priori-
ties are still in the hands of local decision
makers – the Westfield voters. Please join
me in continuing Westfield’s tradition of
supporting education by voting for the
school budget. The polls are open from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m.

Ginny Leiz
Westfield BOE

Finance Committee Chair

Westfield School Tax Levy Shows
Lowest Increase In Six Years

We are writing to remind you of the
upcoming school budget vote on April 17
and to ask that you take the time to get out
and vote. This year’s budget brings en-
hancements to the excellent academic
and athletic programs that we have today.
Every year great emphasis is given to
keeping budget increases to a minimum.
Through thoughtful and detailed analy-
sis, this year’s budget reflects a modest
3.4-percent tax increase to the residents
of Westfield, which is the lowest it has
been in six years.

Enhancements to academics include a
new third through eighth grade technol-
ogy curriculum. New textbooks will be
purchased to replace outdated versions
at the elementary schools and for a new
course offered at the high school. A new
computer teacher is budgeted to support
the new seventh grade course. A new
data base system for reporting grades
and student attendance will also be imple-
mented.

With our tremendous growth in ath-
letic participation at the high school, a
part-time certified athletic trainer will be
hired to assist the current full-time trainer.

The school budget will allocate $8,000
for a new athletic trainer position and the
Westfield Boosters Association will match
this dollar for dollar. This is a much needed
and long overdue addition to the athletic
department.

In an effort to keep expenses down,
operating costs are always being reevalu-
ated. By renegotiating natural gas and
health care contracts, the district will be
able to save $680,000. This year the
$136,000 Westfield received in state aid
will be returned to the taxpayers instead
of being added to this year’s budget.

As we actively seek a new school su-
perintendent, and new high school and
elementary school principals, it is im-
perative that we show our support for the
budget. We have set high standards for
education in Westfield and need to ensure
that this continues. Please vote “Yes” on
April 17. Every vote counts.

Westfield Parent Teacher Council
Judy Hoffman, President

Ruth Maloney, Vice President
Judy Brucia, Treasurer
Joann Spera, Secretary

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
♦  150 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
♦ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy & Spa Pools

♦ Personalized Programs
♦ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
♦ Nurses
♦ Medical Advisory Board
♦ Full Service Day Spa
♦ Child Care
♦ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
♦ Sauna & Steamroom
♦ Aqua Therapy
♦  Physical/Occupational Therapy
♦ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
♦ Cooking Classroom
♦ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
♦ Treadmills
♦ Stair Steppers
♦ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
♦ Ellipticals
♦ Rowers
♦ Free Weights
♦ Selectorized Equipment
♦ Pilates Reformers
♦ Cybex
♦ Stretch Stations
♦ FreeMotion
♦ TechnoGym
♦ Kinesis
♦ HammerStrength
♦ Keiser
♦ LifeFitness
♦ Precor
♦ BodyMasters,
and much more..

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
♦  Healthy Cooking Classes
♦ Nutritional Counseling
♦ Registered Dietician
♦ Adolescent Programs
♦ Speakers Bureau
♦ AED/CPR Training
♦ Physician Lectures
♦ Diabetes Education
♦ Health Screenings
♦ Stress Management
♦ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
♦ Wellness Health Fairs
♦ Youth Programs
♦ Parent & Me
♦ Swim Instruction
♦ Lifesaving Training

The area’s most comprehensive
fitness and wellness center

in Scotch Plains has everything
you need to stay healthy!

Experience what everyone
is talking about!

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.  Scotch Plains  (908) 232-6100
Open Mon. thru Fri. 5 am to 11 pm, Sat. & Sun. 7 am to 7 pm

See the difference in us.
Feel the difference in you!

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the net

goleader.com
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WE’VE MOVED . . .
TO A LARGER and NEWER FACILITY!

The Portasoft Company
Mention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This Ad

And Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 Month
FREE RENTAL

For New Customers

Emergency
Service

24 Hrs/Day

(On An Annual Contract)

Improving
Water Quality

Since 1945

When you need pure, soft water . . .

experience counts!

Portasoft . . .
NJ’s oldest, largest and most successful

Water Treatment Company

TOTAL WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Residential & Commercial

FREE WATER ANALYSIS
Expert Service • Affordable Prices

Sales • Rentals • Installation

Whatever your water problem,
Portasoft has the solution.

469A South Avenue, East  Westfield
(Near the Garwood Border)

908-233-4300
www.portasoftinc.com

RELOCATION SPECIAL

“Pick Up” 6  Bags of Salt
GET ONE FREE

Offer Expires 09-01-07

Water Softening • Pure Drinking Water • Iron Removal
Acid Correction • Nitrate Removal • UV Disinfection of Bacteria

Taste and Odor Removal • Chemical IVOCI Removal • Salt Delivery

Letters to the Editor Relentless Attacks by SP Dems Could,
Again, Drive Township Voters Away

I have lived in Scotch Plains for over
20 years. I consider myself an indepen-
dent and have no affiliation with the
Democrats or Republicans. Why are the
Scotch Plains Democrats so negative and
nasty? The relentless offensiveness of
Mr. Samuel serves no constructive pur-
pose.

Let’s look back to 1999 when three
Democrats were elected after a nasty cam-
paign filled with Democrat lies, half truths
and misrepresentations.

Number one on the hit parade: The
Democrats claimed the Republican coun-
cil raised property taxes 71 percent for the
years 1992-1997. This was a flat out lie.
At the May 4, 1999, council meeting,
Democratic Mayor Geri Samuel offered a
brief apology for using false information
in her political campaign literature.

At the same meeting the majority
Democrats on the council voted in a 5.4-
percent property tax increase above the
protest of Republican Councilmen Bill
McClintock and Martin Marks, and hun-
dreds of residents who came to speak out
against it.

Mr. McClintock and Mr. Marks pro-
posed a zero-point increase, using part of
a record budget surplus to offset higher
expenses. In spite of this, the newly elected
Democrats pushed through the highest
property tax increase in nine years. If the
Democrats hadn’t passed the unneces-
sary tax increase in 1999, your property
taxes would be 5.4 percent lower today.

Democratic Mayor Geri Samuel also
had a bad habit of quelling debate and
discussion at council meetings. People
have the right to speak at council meet-

ings on any topic. On numerous occa-
sions Mayor Samuel did not permit people
to speak, going so far as to shut off the
microphone.

Mayor Samuels’ on-the-job training
did not progress very well, and she and
the other Democratic council members
were voted out.

In 2000, with Republicans in control,
the council adopted a $17 million budget
with no property tax increase for munici-
pal government services and activities.

In a recent letter in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Dick Samuel wrote, “In
March 1999, Marty Marks presented a
nine-point recreation plan for the 21st
century that envisioned, among other
things, development of the former zoo
property” and “Today almost nine years
later, the property lies fallow and over-
grown.”

Perhaps Mr. Samuel forgot that Geri
Samuel was Democratic Mayor in 1999,
and Democrats controlled the council 3 to
2. In her January 1999 inaugural mes-
sage, Mayor Geri Samuel said she would
seek a solution for the former zoo prop-
erty.

The Democrats were in control in 1999,
so they must share the blame for the
fallow and overgrown condition of the
former zoo property.

The two Democrats on the council must
think for themselves and realize that re-
lentless offensiveness will drive voters
away. Otherwise they will likely join the
ranks of one-term Democrats.

Dennis Hardie
Scotch Plains

Regrettably, Glover’s SPF-BOE
Misstatement was Used by Marks

On March 27, the Republican led
[Scotch Plains] Council introduced their
2007 Municipal Budget. It called for a 5-
point tax increase. Mayor Marks went on
to say that the budget initially was an 8-
point tax increase, but with the help of
Kevin Glover, they were able to bring it
down to 5 points.

Councilman Glover proposed a plan of
his own, bringing down the tax increase
another 3 points, which would result in a
total increase of only 2 tax points. Mayor
Marks proceeded to attack this proposal.
Instead of analyzing the proposal, the
meeting got sidetracked on the amount of
the school board increase.

With the help of Republican Chairman
[Bill] McClintock on the telephone, the
meeting turned into a sideshow because
of a misstatement concerning the Board
of Education. How ironic that these two
individuals teamed up at a municipal bud-
get meeting. At a budget meeting back in
1999, facing a similar surplus, both being
members of the minority Republican Party
proposed a zero-point rate increase.

In 2007 being members of the majority
Republican Party, they are proposing a 5-
point increase – celebrating how they
brought it down from 8 points. At best,
McClintock and Marks have little insight
on budgets. At worst, they are playing

party politics with the taxpayer’s money
of Scotch Plains.

The reduction in points was the result
of Councilman Glover’s repeated efforts
during the previous conference budget
meeting when the budget was being dis-
cussed. I was at that meeting as an ob-
server, and I can say that any reduction
from the proposed 8 points is the result of
Councilman Glover’s stand against fierce
opposition from the rest of the council.

Instead of focusing on Councilman
Glover’s 2-point proposal, Republican
Chairman McClintock was instead ab-
sorbed about a misstatement about the
school board. Representing the party that
talks about weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq, fires District Attorneys for politi-
cal reasons and outs a CIA agent because
they disagree with her husband, he might
be a little bit more understanding about a
minor error. Clearly and regrettably,
Chairman McClintock and the mayor fo-
cused on such a minor detail in order to
avoid discussing an issue of paramount
interest to our citizens – a viable plan to
lower our dreaded high taxes.

I, for one, say, thank you Councilman
Glover.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

A ‘No’ Vote on Westfield School
Budget Only Hurts Our Kids

Earlier this year, Westfield residents
voted in favor of a bond referendum to
alleviate overcrowding and enhance early
childhood education. On April 17,
Westfield residents will be given the op-
portunity to vote for the school budget. It
is important for our residents to appreci-
ate that the school budget is the basic
funding for educational systems and that
the money raised through the bond refer-
endum has nothing to do with the budget.

Simply put, we need to pass the budget
in order to maintain our standard of excel-
lence in Westfield’s school system.

As with most residents, my family feels
the “tax pinch” and bemoans the ever-
increasing property tax bill. Let’s be frank,
no one likes to pay taxes. However, the
school budget is not a place to skimp. Our
town operates on a $78-million school
budget, which covers everything from
basic instruction to athletics, special edu-
cation and the arts. The budget proposal
calls for a relatively modest tax increase
(3.4 percent) and the overall budget
doesn’t contain a lot of “bells and
whistles.”

It is important to support the budget
because if the budget fails, there will be
fundamental cuts that will result in com-
promises that many residents will not
like. Take the example of textbooks: in
recent years, there was not enough money
“in the budget” to provide needed social
studies textbooks for all elementary stu-
dents. The result was the fourth grade
New Jersey history book was 20 years old
and grossly outdated; and budget con-
straints forced us to buy fewer than needed
new fourth grade textbooks.

When this issue was brought to its
attention this year, the board of education
appropriated funds to buy new up-to-date

New Jersey books, as well as textbooks
for each fourth grader to have their own
social studies books. A vote in favor of
the budget will ensure that our children
continue to receive the “basics” in term of
instruction, as well as enrichment from
our superior curriculum and programs.
Any person who has at least one child in
the school system would be foolish not to
vote for the budget because our per pupil
cost appears to be roughly the same
amount as the average tax bill.

Finally, voting “no” doesn’t really
“send a message” to the board. Rather, it
cuts funds from needed programs. Con-
sequently, even if your “ticked off” at Dr.
Foley’s redistricting program, a “no” vote
on the budget will only exacerbate the
situation and take away funds that would
otherwise be used to maintain the stan-
dards of our school system.

A budget defeat could threaten our
ability to maintain elementary class size,
our guidance departments, our elemen-
tary foreign language program, high
school electives and other important pro-
grams. If you are angry with decisions
that have been made, reach out to our
board members and let your feelings be
known. But, please don’t vote “no” on the
budget because it only hurts our kids.

When all is said and done, most of us
have chosen to live in Westfield because
of our “good school system.” Even if you
don’t have children in school, you realize
the benefit of the reputation of the
Westfield school system from the value
of your real estate. Vote “yes” for the
budget because it’s the right thing to do
for our schools and our town.

Kathleen McLeod Caminiti
Westfield

Mayor Marks Attacks Those that
Disagree as being Irresponsible

Mayor Marks and his friends have been
fond of talking about the 5-point tax in-
crease in 1999 for the last eight years
pointing it out as an unconscionable act
on the part of the then Democratic major-
ity on the Scotch Plains Town Council.
Even the 18-point increase Marks gave us
in 2003 didn’t slow them down. They
marched in to the budget meeting that
year and extolled Marks’s fiscal abilities
and told the taxpayers 18 points was won-
derful.

This year Mayor Marks is supporting a
5-point tax increase (sound familiar?),
which he insists is proper, and he attacks
anyone who disagrees as “irresponsible.”

Let’s compare the financial condition
of the town now to the financial condition
in 1999 to see if his present position is
justified based on a change of financial
circumstances of the town or if he is just
playing politics.

First he will tell you that 5 points today
is a lower percent tax increase than it was
in 1999. What he won’t tell you is that it
is the same dollar increase and that the
reason it is a lower percent is because he
has raised our taxes well over 30 percent
in the intervening time. This is almost like
killing your parents and asking for mercy
because you are an orphan.

According to the 1999 budget, the
surplus on December 31, 1998 was
$3,049,621 (see Sheet 39 of the 1999
Budget). According to the proposed 2007
budget, the surplus on December 31,
2006 was $3,585,010 (see Sheet 32 of
the 2007 Budget). Thus the surplus for

this budget year is over a half a million
dollars higher than it was in 1999. This
couldn’t be a basis to say this year’s 5-
point increase is conscionable and the
‘99 one was not.

In 1999, $2,393,900 of the surplus was
used to offset our taxes, while $2,475,000
dollars is the highest Marks thinks is
proper this year (see sheet 11 of each
year’s budget). With over a half a million
dollars more in surplus than there was in
1999, Marks will only use $81,100 more
to lower our taxes.

For obvious political reasons, Marks
was willing to lower our surplus to
$1,297,907 as of December 31, 2002
(Scotch Plains Financial Statement for
2002 Sheet 3a). This is $2,287,103 less
than our present surplus. That can’t be the
reason he seems to be insistent on raising
our taxes 5 points.

In 2000, Marks insisted on a zero-point
increase in taxes with a surplus $875,000
less than we have today. He didn’t mind
using surplus then. There can be no doubt
that Marks sets our taxes for his own
political agenda and not for the good of
the taxpayers.

Without a doubt the 5-point tax in-
crease this year is unconscionable. Let
our former Republican Mayors, Papin,
Spera and McClintok chastise their crony
Marks as they did the Democrats in 1999.
Wouldn’t that be refreshing to see some
honesty?

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Westfield Teacher Urges Community
To Vote Yes for Their Children

A few Saturdays ago, a couple of
Westfield teachers and I, attended the 2nd
Annual Celebration of Teaching and
Learning at Pier 94 in Manhattan. This
year’s theme was “Science and Global
Awareness.” The publicity crew at Chan-
nel Thirteen WNET, the organizer of this
event, should have inserted the word “tech-
nology” into the title as well.

We were enveloped by 21st century
education and some of the incredible
teaching tools that have been produced.
The professional development classes
were infused with technology. We saw
how K-12 students around the country are
utilizing technology to create digital port-
folios, which showcases their learning on
many levels. It was truly incredible.

I got to thinking about our educational
system in Westfield. I reflected on how
fortunate I am to practice my trade in a
community of citizens that truly values
education. You could almost say that we
are all a community of learners, con-
stantly adapting to the changes and chal-
lenges that public education faces. And
like so many thoughts that run through
our heads, mine shifted gears for a minute.

I began to think about the changing
weather and the springtime activities that
magically seem to speed up the school
year. One of my favorite events is when I
walk my fifth grade class from Tamaques
Elementary School to Westfield High
School. The Annual Art Show is a phe-
nomenal example of the work that stu-
dents produce when given the right tools
and the proper instruction. Each piece of
art on display represents the idea of an
individual child, and each one is unique.
But even more so, is if you stop and reflect
on the growth of the artist from the young-

est child’s work being displayed to that of
the oldest. Art is a process that must be
cultivated by parents and teachers, and I
love the fact that it is celebrated by the
Westfield school system.

Becoming technologically literate is
also a process. In order for a child to
become proficient in the use of technol-
ogy, they too must have the right tools and
the proper instruction. Students must be
given the opportunity to grow as learners,
while adapting to the changes and chal-
lenges that they too will have to face one
day. They will enter a world that is depen-
dent upon technology, and it is our obli-
gation as educational citizens to provide
them with the best opportunities to suc-
ceed when they leave through our doors.
The infusion of technology with an al-
ready outstanding curriculum will only
enhance Westfield’s reputation as lead-
ers in education.

Of course, the most important way to
make sure that our students are assured of
these advantages is to vote yes for the
budget on April 17. It is a budget that
includes mobile laptop carts on the el-
ementary levels, an updated curriculum
and technology teacher at the middle
school level, and replacement computers
at the high school. As a teacher, and as an
advocate of educational technology, these
are just basic necessities, but it is a start.

My vision is to one day have a class of
fifth graders take two trips to Westfield
High School; one for the art show, and the
other for the technology show. I can’t vote
in Westfield. That decision is up to you.
Please vote yes for our children’s future.

Michael Chodroff, Boonton
Westfield Teacher

Passing School Budget Will Help
Attract the ‘Best’ Super. Candidates

We will be searching for a new super-
intendent, principal for the high school
and an elementary principal. We want to
show all potential candidates that the
people of Westfield support our schools
and care very much about the quality of
our education system. We want to attract
the very best candidates in our searches.
One way to do this is to pass our school
budget.

We have an outstanding school district
that graduates the best of the best. We
have a large variety of course choices at
the high school, new programs at the
middle school and fabulous teachings at
all grade levels. Our former graduates
come back to work in the very schools
that educated them. What a tribute to our

schools and town. People come to
Westfield because of the reputation of our
school district. We are one of the best.

I have much to be thankful for. Two
daughters who have already graduated
from WHS and a son about to go to
college. They all received n education
that prepared them for college and the
world beyond. My children have ben-
efited from our schools, and there are
many more in our system who deserve the
same education that my children had.
Please join me in support of our schools
and vote yes to invest in your child’s
education.

Eileen Passananti, Westfield
Chair, PTC Budget Task Force

WF-BOE President Comments on
Upcoming School Budget Vote

The Westfield community has an op-
portunity to once again support our school
system by voting for the annual school
district budget on Tuesday. I hope voters
will learn about the many reasons to sup-
port this budget, which focuses on meet-
ing the needs of our students and keeping
our schools running well.

The tax rate increase of 3.4 percent is
the lowest in six years. Information about
the budget is available on
www.westfieldnjk12.org/budget, on the
Budget Forum airing on TV36, and in the
Emphasis newsletter that has been mailed
to every resident.

I want to address several questions
posed recently about the budget. First, are
there capital projects included in the pro-
posed budget? No. As one way to keep the
tax increase down, no capital projects are
budgeted. Although past budgets have
typically included some facility improve-
ments, in recent years we have relied
more heavily on accomplishing upgrades
through bonds.

Using bonds to pay for capital up-
grades spreads the payments over the
long term (such as 20 years), making the
improvements more affordable. Given
the community’s support in January for
the most recent bond, we especially
wanted to keep this year’s spending in-
crease to a minimum.

Secondly, do we evaluate the use of
district-owned property to ensure that
we’re utilizing our assets most efficiently?
Yes. With Lincoln School, we collected
rental income when we didn’t have a

good use for this building ourselves and
didn’t want to sell the property due to its
proximity to Kehler Stadium. Over the
years, possible uses of Lincoln were evalu-
ated (such as a high school annex, a 7th
elementary school and a new administra-
tive building).

We are now thrilled to move forward
by converting Lincoln into a new early
childhood center, addressing space needs
and providing a wonderful environment
for preK and kindergarten students. The
costs to upgrade Lincoln come from the
recent bond, not the budget.

Over the past year, we have also ex-
plored selling the Elm Street administra-
tive building. Part of the challenge of
selling Elm Street is determining an alter-
nate location for the administrative of-
fices and maintenance garage, and ensur-
ing that the price received is high enough
to cover the cost of the new space and the
move itself. We’re continuing to explore
this sale, as one of many priorities we’re
facing at this time and recognizing the
strain on our administration this move
would require. No funds are budgeted for
improvements to Elm, and only minimal
amounts have been spent in recent years
for maintenance and accessibility.

Making thoughtful decisions about how
to use the district’s resources and assets
continues to be a high priority, along with
providing an excellent education for our
children. Please support our schools by
voting to pass the budget on Tuesday.

Anne Riegel, President
Westfield Board of Education

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Attorney At Law

24 Prospect Street

Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122    fax: 908.232.4351

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW

 DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com
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 Pages 13-19

FANWOOD

RECREATION
SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Weeks July 9 -July 13  August 6- August 10
For more information please email

fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com or
go to the website at www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

July 2- July 6 July 23 -July 27
For more information please email tbaylock@spfk12.org

     Weeks are June 25 to June 29 and July 16 to July 20
For information please email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

YARUSI HITS TWICE; BERNSTEIN, BARAN ONE EACH

‘Ready to Play’ Mounties Tire
Blue Devil Lacrosse Boys, 7-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off back-to-back, 14-4, and
10-1, victories over Vernon and
Pingry, respectively, the Westfield
High School boys lacrosse team ran a
little short on energy in the second
half in a 7-4 loss to Montclair at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April
7. Last year, the Blue Devils lost to
Pingry, 10-8, and were defeated by
then No. 3 ranked Montclair.

The 2-1 Blue Devils were knotted in
a 3-3 tie midway through the third
quarter but the 2-0 Mounties burst loose
with two unanswered goals late in the
quarter then kept that energy to win the
final quarter 2-1. Blue Devil goalie Ben

Thomas finished with five saves,
midfielder Chris Mattes won seven of
14 face-offs but the Mounties finished
with a 30-24 lead in groundballs.

Senior midfielder Ryan Yarusi
scored the Blue Devils’ first two goals
and added an assist on their final goal.
Junior attacker Harry Bernstein
flicked in a goal and added two as-
sists and senior midfielder Luke Baran
fired in a goal. The Mounties’ leading

scorer, Dylan Koontz, netted three
goals and Jordan Nesmith scored two
goals, while James Maher and Bob
Edminston each added one goal.

Despite having great scoring ca-
pacities, both teams’ defenses pre-
vailed, especially in the first half that
ended with the Mounties leading 2-1.
Early in the first quarter, Bernstein,
who was roving behind the Mounties’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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SHAPIRO 4-HITS RAIDERS, ANTONELLI SCORES WINNER

Timely Hitting, Defense Push
Blue Devils Past Raiders, 5-2

BROWN 1-HITS RAIDERS, TIES WHS RECORD WITH 17 Ks

Softball Blue Devils Shut Out
Lady Raider Softballers, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 2-1, the Westfield High
School baseball team put together
two doubles, a single, a base-on-balls
and an RBI sacrifice fly to score three
runs in the top of the sixth inning then
added an insurance run in the seventh
to push past the Raiders, 5-2, in Scotch
Plains on April 9. Blue Devil junior
pitcher Evan Shapiro picked up his
second victory of the season, limiting
the 1-2 Raiders to four hits, one walk
and two hit batters, while striking out
eight.

Several Blue Devil batters were
frustrating the Raiders’ defense with
a “hit ‘em where they ain’t” approach
with dinkers, binkers and dribblers
that resulted in singles or the runners
reaching base safely. But they did rap
three doubles in their 11-hit assault.

“We were unlucky today! They got
a lot of infield hits. They got a couple
of dinkers, a couple of dribblers and
wound up on base. That made the
difference in the ball game,” explained
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock who
added. “We didn’t do a good job
hitting the ball, just swinging and
missing too much.”

Joe Vall-Llobera, who went 2-for-
4, led off that decisive inning with a
double to center and Peter Antonelli,
who also went 2-for-4, brought him
home with the tying run also by drill-
ing a double to center. After a base-
on-balls, Antonelli scored the go-
ahead run and pinch runner Sean Ferro
darted to third when Mike Venezia
(2-for-3, run scored, 2 stolen bases)
slapped an RBI single to right. Tom
Bonard (2 RBI) brought Ferro home
with an RBI sacrifice fly to center.

“We want to move people. We want

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Tri-Captain Lindsay Brown
reined supreme on the mound and
Cyndil Matthew, Tri-Captain Jenny
LaSpata and Katie Abruzzo provided
the necessary clout to lead the 2-0

Westfield High School softball team
to a 3-0, shutout victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in Westfield on April
9. Brown kept the Raiders off balance
and turned in a solid one-hit shutout
performance, walking two and fan-
ning 17, tying the school record pre-

viously set by Caitlin MacDonald.
“Phenomenal game today! Lind-

say has a lot on her shoulders this
year. She knows she’s the senior starter
on the mound and has really taken her
leadership role out there and getting

H
arvey Tekel, Broker/Manager of The 
Westfield Office of Weichert, Realtors is 
proud to announce that Bob Gilmore is 

joining his outstanding group of 90 Sales 
Representatives.  Bob has 25+ years of successful 
sales experience to his credit. Coming from the 
corporate world, he brings a level of professionalism 
that exceeds the standard for the real estate industry. 

Having grown up in Cranford, he has spent the last 11 years as a resident of Westfield. 
He prides himself on the ability to listen and respond to his clients’ concerns. This 
enables him to customize a marketing plan with cutting edge technology with Weichert’s 
in-house professional marketing staff.  The benefit for his clients is the ability to maximize 
their real estate goals. 

Bob has earned 3 consecutive NJAR Circle of Excellence Awards for outstanding real 
estate performance. And has been equally successful helping his clients with buying or 
selling their homes. 

Bob has an impressive list of satisfied clients that he would be more than willing to share 
with you. He is an active member of St. Helen’s Church in Westfield, enjoys sports and 
keeps physically active to complement his busy professional career.  Please call him with 
any questions and to discuss your real estate needs. 

Robert “Bob” Gilmore 
Sales Representative 
185 Elm Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
Cell: (908) 419-3659  Office: (908) 654-7777 
Email: rgilmore@weichert.com 

Robert “Bob” Gilmore 
YOUR PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE AGENT 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON SOME BIG TIME PRESSURE…Blue Devil Jason Yarusi, right, lets a Mountie know that he is around.
Yarusi scored two goals and added an assist in the 7-4 loss.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Blue Devil pitcher Evan Shapiro

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOTS OF ACTION AT SECOND…Shortstop Kim Townsend stirs up a clout of dust slides as she slides into second before
Raider shortstop Nicole Colineri can make the tag. Townsend had a big day with two leadoff hits and swiped a bag.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NEW LISTING . . . Unique,Early Art-Deco,9 room home constructed in the 1940’s in the heart of
Wychwood and renovated in 1995 with a cohesive design based on clean lines and natural materials
such as wood, marble, granite and glass. Extensive windows across the rear of the home take full
advantage of the lush private lot. Highlights include the kitchen,with sleek cabinetry topped with
granite countertops,and the Master Bedroom with sitting area, spa-like bathroom and walk-in
closet. Amenities also include CAC, 3-car garage, a terrace overlooking the rear yard.  WSF0314

WESTFIELD $1,650,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 15th, 1-4PM

465 Topping Hill Road
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TARLOW SHINES IN 4X800 AND SMR

Blue Devil Boys Get 4th
In Kearny Track Relays

Lady Blue Devils Out-Pace
Irvington in Track & Field

Junior Alex Tarlow had a great lead-
off leg time of 2:00.9 to get his team
on the road to victory in the 4x800
meter relay and ran the anchor leg of
the sprint medley relay team that fin-
ished second to help the Westfield
High School boys track & field team
place fourth in Division 2 at the
Kearny Relays in Kearny on April 7.
The Blue Devils had a team total of
42, while Morristown won the divi-
sion with 58 points.

Tarlow, Connor Davis (2:08.2),
Evan Friedman (2:06.5) and Kevin
O’Rourke (2:07.5) finished first with
a time of 8:23.9 in the 4x800. Sopho-
more Ricardo Johnson led off the
sprint medley relay with a time of
23.7 (200 meters) followed by Mike
Mathews at 24.4 (200 meters), Alex
Forstenhausler at 53.9 (400 meters)
and Tarlow at 2:00.2 to finish second
with a time of 3:42.2.

Josh Einbinder (800 meters) at
2:12.4, Davis (400 meters) at 54.7,
Friedman (1,200 meters) at 3:23.9
and O’Rourke (1,600 meters) at 4:50.5
crossed second in the distance med-
ley relay with a time of 11:21.6. Eric
Brandman and Mike Porch each
cleared 11 feet to place second in the
team pole vault with a height of 22
feet.

Adam Bergo cleared six feet and
Mike Wikander cleared 5’4” to give
the Blue Devils a third place in the
high jump with a height of 11’4”.

Andy Brill at 17’1.5” and Bergo at
18’7.75” placed fifth in the team long
jump with a distance of 35’9.25”.
Todd Saunders (11.9), Brill (11.2),
Malcolm Allen (11.5) and Johnson
(11.2) finished sixth in the 4x100
meters with a time of 45.6 – indi-
vidual times do not always add up to
the team times. Erik Anderson with a
toss of 107’6” and Kyle Gibbons with
a toss of 100’7” placed sixth in the
discus with a distance of 208’1”.

The Blue Devils also took third in
the freshmen/sophomore division
with 33 points. Andrew Flood
(2:11.2), Kevin Ramos (2:23.6), Joey
Martoglio (2:21.2 and Patrick Gray
(2:18.2) took top honors in the 4x800
with a time of 9:14.4. Saunders (24.1),
Ramos (26.1), Martoglio (59.9) and
Gray (2:10.8) crossed second in the
sprint medley relay with a time of
4:01.1 and the “B” team of Malcolm
Opoku (26.5), Kevin Murphy (26.6),
Max Bryk (64.2) and Tom Adriens
(2:19.8) finished fourth in the event at
4:17.2.

Ricky Knapp (2:27.5), Andrew
Gates (59.5), Flood (3:49.5) and An-
drew Marra (5:16.5) crossed second
in the distance medley relay with a
time of 12:35.0. John McGrory and
Tyler Mase placed third in the shot
put with a distance of 64’6”. Sam
Reichbach at 15’6” and Gray at 17’6”
took fifth in the long jump with a
distance of 33 feet.

Senior Co-Captain Erica
Ammermuller took first in two events
and placed second in two more as the
Westfield High School girls track &
field team outpaced Irvington, 69-54,
at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
April 3.

Ammermuller placed first in the
triple jump with a distance of 29’9”
and took top honors in the long jump
with a leap of 16’0.25” and teammate
Jackie Snyder placed third with a
leap of 13’8.25”. Ammermuller also
crossed second in the 200 meters with
a time of 28.2 and placed second in
the 100 meters with a time of 13.7.

Senior Co-Captain Ayn Wisler led
a Blue Devil sweep in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:36 followed by Aileen
Grogan at 2:36.8 and Rose Driscoll at
2:40.4. Wisler also led a sweep in the
1,600 meters with a time of 5:42.7
followed by Kim Legones at 5:42.9
and Driscoll at 5:46. Senior Co-Cap-
tain Marlena Sheridan (1:08.1),
Wisler (1:06.2), Christina Obiajulu
(1:06.4) and Tessa Shaaf (1:07.1) won

the 4x400 meters with a time of 4:27.4.
Legones crossed first in the 3,200

meters with a time of 12:17.5 and
Shannon Murray crossed third at
13:05.9. Vicky Attanasio cleared 7’1”
to win the pole vault. Ariel Burns at 58
feet and Attanasio at 55’6” took 2-3 in
the discus. Burns also took second in
the javelin with a toss of 71’10” and
Obiajulu crossed second in the 400
meters at 1:01.9 followed by Shaaf at
1:03.2. Shaaf at 1:10.7 and Sheridan at
1:13.3 placed 2-3 in the 400 hurdles.
Sheridan also placed second in the 100
hurdles with a time of 17.6.

When It Comes to Wins,
DCCC is a Huge Number

Eight hundred is a LOT of W’s.
Think about it. If your teams played
twenty soccer matches and tennis
matches in a school year, it would take
20 years, two full decades, to win that
many contests. And that’s assuming
your teams never lost!

But, following Monday’s 5-0 ten-
nis win at Union, that’s the number of
victories George Kapner had accu-
mulated in 52 seasons of coaching at
WHS. It’s a staggering number, espe-
cially when you consider that the only
WHS coach even close is long-retired
Hall of Famer Gary Kehler, with 739.
Only four other WHS coaches have
reached 400: Hall of Famers Walt
Clarkson and Carol Donner, along
with Maggie McFadden and Bob
Brewster. Only three other WHS
coaches have reached 300 career W’s.

So 800 is a truly mind-numbing
total.

Sure, that many wins is usually a
sign of a couple of things: a) many
years of service, and b) talented ath-
letes. There’s no question he’s been
around a while (a head coach in one
sport or another for nearly 30 years)
and had more than his share of out-
standing players. But Kapner can defi-
nitely coach, and he brings a winner’s
attitude to every competition, whether
it’s a match, a game or a meet.

Here is his sport-by-sport break-
down, with total years, and wins-
losses-ties:

Girls basketball: seven, 42-105
Girls soccer: 11, 194-29-9
Boys soccer: 15, 199-87-24
Boys tennis: 16+, 323-87
Boys swimming: three, 42-10-0.
That’s 800 wins, 327 losses and 33

ties, a 71 percent winning average
(Kehler’s teams won 86 percent of
their football games, wrestling and
golf matches).

And Kapner’s teams have also won
25 Union County tournaments, 15

sectional titles and six state champi-
onships. (Kehler had 16 county, and
27 district/sectional titles, and no state
titles; note: football doesn’t play out
to a state champion, and wrestling
didn’t play out to a state champion
until after Kehler retired.)

Given our society’s proclivity to
attach Roman numerals to anything
of even semi-importance, somebody
could’ve made a bundle if they printed
up a bunch of T-shirts with “DCCC”
on the back.

TEE ’EM UP
The eighth Blue Devil Invitational

will be held Monday, 3:30 p.m. tee-
time, at Echo Lake County Club, and
will feature eight of the state’s best
public high school golf teams. In ad-
dition to coach John Turnbull’s Blue
Devils, there will be East Brunswick,
Madison, Mainland Regional, Pascack
Hills, Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Wall
and West Windsor-Plainsboro South.

This is a 12-hole tournament, play-
ing holes 1-10, plus 17 and 18, for a
par 47.

GOOD AS GOLD
Anthony Pafumi and Troy Skibitsky

of Westfield captured gold medals at
the recent Phillipsburg Spring
Takedown Classic at the legendary
“Pit.”

Pafumi and Skibitsky, who will both
be freshmen at WHS in the fall of
2008, won their titles in the interme-
diate division. Pafumi defeated Rich
York of Hellertown, Pa., in the 137-
pound final, while Skibitsky tri-
umphed over Bob Patten of
Bernardsville in the 93-pound final.

Other future WHS wrestlers who
earned medals were: Brendan Curry,
fourth in bantam 60 pounds; Nick
Kalimitzis, second in bantam 75; and
Mike Kalimitzis, third in intermedi-
ate 80.

There were four divisions to the
tourney: bantams, juniors, intermedi-
ates and high school. And hundreds of
wrestlers competed, including some
from such wrestling-conscious towns
as Phillipsburg, Easton (Pa.), Nazareth
(Pa.), Paulsboro, South Plainfield,
Newton, Washington and Blairstown.

BASEBALL UPDATE
In five preseason scrimmages, the

WHS baseball team stole 29 bases in
29 attempts. Six pitches into the April
2 opener at Plainfield, that streak had
ended. Tommy Bonard walked on four
pitches, then was thrown out trying to
steal on the second pitch to Kevin
Hennessey.

After Monday’s 5-2 win at Scotch
Plains, Evan Shapiro is 2-0 and has
had back-to-back impressive show-
ings on the mound. Pete Antonelli
was pretty sharp last Saturday against
Cranford, but spent most of the game

pitching out of an early 5-0 hole when
WHS’s defense had a first-inning im-
plosion.

A couple of quick observations:
Bonard has been flashing a super-
solid glove through three games at
shortstop (and was actually spectacu-
lar vs. SPF!). Mike Venezia is way
faster than anyone could have imag-
ined. Justin Olsen is the real deal
behind the plate, defensively and of-
fensively. Sean Ferro is an exciting
centerfielder. Joe Vall-Llobera can
rope the ball (and a healthy Joe-V
should be quite a sight next fall on the
football field). With Shapiro and
Antonelli has a solid 1-2 punch, if
coach Bob Brewster can find a third
(Chris Jenkins?) and/or fourth (Ryan
Scanlon? Zach Deegan?) pitcher, this
will be a very interesting team.

A HAUNTING READ
If you don’t subscribe to Sports Il-

lustrated, you should try to find a copy
of last week’s issue, with the Florida
basketball player on the cover, and
read the Gary Smith story about the
Little Rock (Ark.) Central High School
football team in 1957-58, when the
school was being forced to integrate.

Smith is the finest writer of this, or
maybe any, generation, and his han-
dling of the story, from the viewpoint
of some of the all-white football play-
ers on the ’57 Tigers along with the
views of the mostly-black current
team, is filled with haunting images,
including one where parents tell their
kids to wash their hands if they use the
handrail on the escalator at the town’s
big department store, because black
kids might have touched them.

Hauntingly, and also sadly, it
brought to mind that WHS, at the
same period of time, was going to add
on a swimming pool under the “boys
gym” to celebrate the school’s first
state swimming title. The addition,
sad to say, never came because the
bond issue to pay for it was voted
down. Why? For pretty much the same
reasons as those Little Rock parents
telling their kids to wash their hands.
The only difference was that was in
segregationist Arkansas, with its rac-
ist Gov. Orval Faubus; the swimming
pool issue was up here in Westfield,
which, according to newspaper re-
ports of the time, had fought for the
North in the Civil War. Shouldn’t we
have been above what they were do-
ing in the South? Weren’t we more
liberal-minded on that subject?

Apparently not.
And if you don’t think the reason

the swimming pool was voted out of
the budget back then was as simple as
black and white, then you need to get
in touch with my sources. But that’s
another Den for another time.

IN THE (E)MAIL
Last week’s list of events that hap-

pened “Around This Date” prompted
an email from Ed Thorne (’64), up in
Pembroke, Mass. In regards to the
April 10, 1964 mention of a no-hitter
by Frank Spaziani of A.L. Johnson,
Ed wrote: “We start our senior with a
no-hitter by the Spaz in Clark. I beat
out a hit to shortstop late in the game,
but the hometown scorekeeper ruled
it an error. We beat him later in the
year at home. I remember he was one
of only two guys I ever saw clear the
right-field fence in Westfield.” (Those
were back in the wooden bat days.)

We also got one of our bi-monthly
emails from faithful reader lynchnd,
who made several interesting com-
ments, as always. He said that the ’50s
actually still existed from Jan. 1, 1960
until Nov. 22, 1963, the day President
Kennedy was assassinated, which is
definitely true. And also that the mu-
sic of my senior year (’63) was mostly
bad. But that was just a prelude to the
British Invasion and Motown and the
emergence of Bob Dylan, which was
maybe the second best musical period
in American history, behind the ’50s,
of course.

COLLEGE SCENE
Minnesota finished third at the Big

Ten Men’s Gymnastics Champion-
ships, and freshman Tom O’Brien
scored points in the rings (8.9), paral-
lel bars (8.55) and pommel horse (8.2)
to help. O’Brien, a 2006 WHS gradu-
ate, was also named a Scholar-Athlete
for having a 4.0 GPA. The Gophers
will be among the teams to beat this
weekend when the NCAA Champi-
onships are held at Penn State.

AROUND THIS DATE
April 13, 1959: The WHS golf team

falls to Union 9½-8½ in Gary Kehler’s
first match as coach.

April 15, 1992: Chris Wojcik scores
10 points in a WHS lacrosse win over
Suffern, N.Y.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to softball pitcher
Lindsay Brown. The senior left-hander
tossed a three-hitter on Saturday in a
1-0 win over Cranford, then topped
that on Monday with a 3-0 one-hitter
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood, ty-
ing the school record with 17
strikeouts! The old mark was set in
2002 by current assistant coach
Caitlyn MacDonald in a six-inning
perfect game against Shabazz.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
the Westfield Leader during the school
sports year. Contact us with comments,
suggestions, complaints and news about
former WHS athletes in college at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Lindsay Brown

Softball

Coach Kapner Gets
Win Number 800

Westfield High School boys ten-
nis Head Coach George Kapner
picked up his 800th career win
(all varsity sports) when his team
shut out Union, 5-0, on April 9 in
Union.
First singles: James Chu d Sunne
Kuo, 6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Akis Evangelidis d
John Rozkowski, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Dean Thompson d
Gafar Ayinde, 6-1, 6-1
First doubles: Matt Gralla and Evan
Eisenberg d Steve Rozkowski and
Jordan Reiter, 6-1, 6-0
Second doubles: Jack Trimble and
John Ramalho d Jon Weisbrod and
Tim Ombrete

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

CRANFORD $478,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $655,000

WESTFIELD $1,150,000 WESTFIELD $879,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $549,900

WESTFIELD $699,900

Great opportunity for builder/renovator.  80’ x 125’ corner lot!
Eight + room house needs TLC.  Minutes to Nomahegan Park and
bike trail.

Gracious Ranch set on beautiful grounds!  Boasts low taxes, 1st floor
laundry, oversized garage, walk-in closets, finished basement.

Situated off a private lane, a one-of-a-kind 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath home
is inviting and full of classic charm.  Views of Gregory’s Pond.

Over one half acre to enjoy or expand this spacious home that also
features 3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths and a newer Kitchen.

Sophistication in stone and style.  Dream of living in this home
infused with natural light.

Home sweet home!  Fabulous Colonial with many updates includ-
ing Kitchen, 2 baths, windows, siding, hardwood floors, fireplace,
finished basement.  Much more!
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BAYARD RAPS 3 RBI; ANTOINE DRILLS RBI 2B, RBI SAC

Raiders Plate 5 in Fifth, Rock
UC Viking Baseballers, 8-5

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Timely hitting, along with turning
three double plays, and a five-run
fifth inning outburst pushed the Scotch
Plains High School baseball team past
Union Catholic, 8-5, in Scotch Plains
on April 14. The 1-1 Raiders finished
with seven hits while the 1-1 Vikings
had eight.

Senior starting pitcher John Mineo
tossed four and one-third innings,
yielding three runs, six hits and one
walk, while fanning three batters.
Junior righthander Will Hubbard scat-
tered two hits, walked three and struck
out a batter in two innings and picked
up the Raider’s first victory of the
season while junior Brian Piccola
preserved the victory.

In his four innings, Viking starter
Steve D’Angelo (0-1) scattered six
hits, walked three and fanned three.
Reliever Matt Canales pitched two
innings, allowed one hit, sat down
one and walked two.

Raider Greg Bayard drilled double
and a single and had three RBI. Se-
nior Jeremy Antoine ripped an RBI
double, added an RBI sac fly and
scored a run and sophomore Nick

Bonadies banged a double. Fresh-
man Joe D’Annunzio, Mineo and
sophomore Kevin Maroney each
added singles.

Viking senior Chris Whittemore
went 3-for-3 and scored a run, Chris-
tian Cortizo had two singles and
scored two runs, Phil D’Apolito
lashed a two-run double and Tony
LaRocca walked and scored a run.

“We lost an opening heartbreaker,
so we stressed to keep on fighting
hard and good things are going to
happen for us. Today good things did
happen,” said Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock. “We were down 4-3, kept
on fighting and eventually got a big
hit. We opened it up and got five runs
in one inning.”

The Vikings took a 1-0 lead in the
first when Cortizo led off with a single
to center and scored on Whittemore’s
RBI single. The Raiders answered
with three runs in the bottom of the
inning. D’Annunzio reached safely
on a bunt and swiped second. James
Dinizo walked and Mineo slapped an
RBI single. Bayard pummeled a
double to left and scored on Antoine’s
double to center.

Three more Vikings scored in the

third. Whittemore bashed a two-out
single to left, swiped a bag and scored
on a high bouncer by D’Angelo.
LaRocca walked and D’Apolito
whacked his two-run double to cen-
ter.

In the fifth, Mineo had trouble con-
trolling his slider and Whittemore

CONTINUED ON PAGE  18

Oak Knoll Laxers Top
Blue Devil Girls, 20-11

The 2-0 Oak Knoll lady lacrosse
team got a huge jump on the
Westfield High School Blue Devils
and rolled to a 20-11 victory at
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
April 5. Royals star Allie
Hubschmann, who scored the
game’s first goal within the first
minute, netted all four of her goals
in the first half to push her team to
a 13-8 lead at the half.

Bridget Nolan, who scored the
second goal, Kelsey Merghart, who
scored the third and fourth goals,
Christie Thebault, who scored the
fifth goal, and Virginia Crotty each
netted three goals for the Royals.
Allison MacDonald and Mary Kate
Luker each scored three goals for
the 1-1 Blue Devils.

SPF Youth Baseball
Sets Opening Day

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association (SPFYBA) will
have its Opening Day Ceremonies
on Saturday, April 14, starting at 9
a.m. at Booth Field (directions are
on www.SPFYBA.org). Hundreds
of players from ages 5-15 will par-
ticipate in the ceremony.

Celebrating its 52nd year,
SPFYBA is a non-profit, all-volun-
teer organization that teaches base-
ball, sportsmanship and citizenship
to the youth of our communities.
There are over 70 teams in the asso-
ciation, which is the oldest youth
sports organization in the SPF com-
munities.

Local town government officials
have been invited to throw out the
first pitch, say a few words and
present some awards to the players
for Sportsmanship, to our local busi-
ness supporters for their charity and
to our Volunteer of the Year for his
10+ years of dedication to the As-
sociation.

The rain date will be April 21.

Cougars Hold Back
Blue Devil Nine, 7-5

After a five-run burst in the first
inning the visiting Cranford High
School baseball team managed to hold
back a late rally to defeat the Westfield
Blue Devils, 7-5, on April 7. Cougar
Vin Gilstrap capped that first inning
with a three-run home run. The Blue
Devils scored four runs in the sixth
inning. Mike Cappiello and Joe Vall-
Llobera each ripped RBI singles.

Softball Raiders Burn
Bridgewater, 6-5

Catcher Nikki Mineo banged a
three-run homer in the fifth inning
to give the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team the mar-
gin it needed to grab a 6-5 victory
over Bridgewater-Raritan on April
7. First baseman Jillian Lusk drilled
two doubles and scored twice for
the Raiders.

Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING INTENSE…Blue Devil attack wing Allison MacDonald, No. 9, gets
intense in the game against Oak Knoll.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TERRORIZING THE BASE…Raider sophomore Nick Bonadies slides safely into second before Viking second baseman
Kristian Cortizo can make the tag. A five-run fifth inning sank Union Catholic, 8-5.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/15  1-5PM $899,800
Quality built Split Level, located in the Washington School district of the premier community of Westfield,
featuring 7 bedrooms and 3 ½ baths.  The warm & inviting living room welcomes you with a wood-
burning fireplace & built-in bookcases.  This spacious home is perfect for a large family.  DIR: E. Broad to
Stanley lt St. Marks #833  (052111029)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,575,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old-world classic exterior with an amazing custom interior.
Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2-story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large center-island kitchen
with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family
room with custom mahogany inlays & wood-burning fireplace w/marble & imported mantle.  A 1,600 SF
finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room.  The 2nd fl. features 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room & walk up attic.  The master suite will include his/her walk-in closets,
fireplace & spa-like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more!  Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  (052111031)

SCOTCH PLAINS EXPANSIVE RANCH $679,000
Beautiful Ranch set on 1.4 acres backing up to the golf course.  This expansive home features a nice
entryway, spacious living & dining room, eat-in kitchen, 3 large bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, hardwood floors
throughout, a walkout finished basement with a large recreation room with a dry bar, and an additional
office/bedroom area.  The private, fenced backyard boasts a kidney shaped in-ground pool & patio.  A
perfect home for indoor & outdoor entertaining.  Make this lovely home yours today!  (052001614)

WESTFIELD TERRIFIC OPPORTUNITY
Three bedrooms, two baths featuring central air, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen with updated appliances,
formal dining room, wood-burning fireplace in living room.  Beautiful property.  (052111068)

$499,999

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANOBUY FOR $2,167/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 3/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this
6,000 SF gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver
an unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional large
bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury.  Formal living room with
wet bar, dining room, library with fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays
in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.  An oversized designer kitchen with
French doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops, pantry and a butler’s pantry adjoining an
elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous
wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more.  Work with the builder now to make this house your home!
Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283  (052001359)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO BUY FOR $2,943/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE CENTER HALL COLONIAL $1,479,000
Located on one of Mountainside’s most elegant neighborhoods, this classic Center Hall Colonial hosts 3-4
bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths.  Formal living & dining rooms, library, eat-in kitchen, conservatory, den,
powder room & full bath complete the perfect layout.  Hardwood floors, crown molding & 3 wood-
burning fireplaces are a few of the many appointments this gem contains.  Full finished basement w/
fireplace & half bath.  Master suite includes sitting area w/fireplace, dressing room, walk-in closets & spa
like retreat.  (052111045)
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‘Ready to Play’ Montclair Mounties Tire
Westfield Blue Devil Lacrosse Boys, 7-4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

to steal. We want to bunt. We want to
get runs however way we can. That’s
how we did it today,” said Bonard.
“Joe Vall, Mike and Pete got some big
hits.”

Shapiro also had a double and an
RBI single, Justin Olsen tapped two
singles and Kevin Hennessey hopped
a single. Raider James Dinizo cracked
an RBI double, Adam Perez (2 stolen
bases) singled and scored, Greg
Bayard singled and scored and Nick
Bonadies singled. Jeremy Antoine
added an RBI.

Bayard, the Raiders’ starting
pitcher, with the exception of
Shapiro’s double in the fourth, did
not allow the Blue Devils to get a
solid hit until the sixth inning where
he ran into trouble and was relieved
by Brian Piccola.

A large part of the 2-1 Blue Devils
success came with excellent defense,
which included several fine plays from
Bonard at short. What would have
been the most spectacular play came
in the bottom of the seventh when
Perez arced a looper to shallow center,
Bonard ran back and leaped. The ball
deflected off the tip of his glove. Bonard

landed on his back as the ball bounced
off his chest but he grabbed it before it
hit the ground. Unfortunately, the
umpires guessed otherwise.

“I could see how he thought I didn’t
catch it because it snow coned and hit
me on the chest but we played good
defensively today,” said Bonard. “We
really concentrated in the field. We
made the plays when we needed
them.”

Bayard scored the game’s first run in
the second inning when he singled,

moved to third on Bonadies’ single and
scored on Antoine’s grounder to short.
In the third, Venezia reached first safely
and dashed to second on a throwing
error. After reaching third on a passed
ball, he tied the score on Bonard’s
grounder to short. In the bottom of the
inning, Perez, who walked and stole
second, scored on Dinizo’s two-out
double to right-center.

“I think there was a runner on sec-
ond with two outs and he caught a
fastball inside. It went right over Joe
V’s head and they got a run,” said
Shapiro who added, “I tried to locate
my pitches. My catcher Justin Olsen

Timely Hitting, Defense Push Blue Devils
Past SP-F Raider Baseballers, 5-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and I were on the same page.”
Shapiro ran into control trouble

and hit the next two batters but Bonard
snagged a low liner to bail him out of
jeopardy.

The Blue Devils scored their final
run when Olsen bounced a single,
Vall-Llobera dribbled an infield single
and Shapiro plopped an RBI single
just over the third baseman’s head.

“We got to them. The pitcher was
getting tired and we got clutch hits,”
said Shapiro.

“Shapiro pitched great today. He
got the outs when he needed them,”
said Bonard. “Everybody was mak-
ing the right decisions. We were on
top of our game today.”
Westfield 001 003 1 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 011 000 0 2

goal, tossed to Yarusi, who fired from
nearly point-blank range into the net
to give the Blue Devils a 1-0 lead.
With 1:46 left of the quarter, Nesmith
flicked in the tying goal. With 3:13
remaining in the half, Koontz netted
his first goal.

“Montclair is a great team. They

were going to come ready to play. That’s
the way it should be, with two good
teams on the field it should be a low
scoring game,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista. “We weren’t
ready to play. We played their game.”

The scoring opportunities opened
up a bit in the second half. One minute
into the third quarter, Yarusi tied the
score with a leaping sidearm heave;

however, Nesmith smothered the Blue
Devils’ momentum with his second
goal less than a minute later. Midway
through the quarter, Bernstein passed
to the right center to Baran, who
slammed an overhead shot into the
net to tie the score, 3-3.

The Blue Devils’ defense seemed

to lose a step late in the third and the
Mounties took advantage with
Maher’s goal followed by Koontz’s
second goal.

“That’s what usually happens in
the second half. People get a little
tired. It opens up a little more oppor-
tunity,” commented Benaquista.

With 30 seconds remaining in the
third quarter, Koontz got penalized for

throwing the ball after the ref blew his
whistle and for unsportsmanlike con-
duct, resulting in a three-minute cool-
ing period but the Blue Devils just
could not capitalize on the opportunity.

“We made a lot of mistakes and it
cost us,” said Benaquista who added.
“I thought we did a good job on him

but he is a good player.”
Koontz notched his third goal mid-

way through the final quarter then
Bernstein, with an assist from Yarusi,
made the score 6-4 with 2:28 remain-
ing. With 1:07 left, Edminston nailed
the final goal.
Montclair 1 1 3 2 7
Westfield 1 0 2 1 4

East Side Nine Tips
Raider Nine, 4-3

The Newark East Side High School
baseball team scored two runs in the
bottom of the seventh inning to tip
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 4-3, in New-
ark on April 3.

East Side’s Manny Melendez
pitched a complete game and struck
out 15 Raiders, while walking four.
Raider Greg Bayard fanned six and
walked three batters and James Dinizo
smacked a home run in the third in-
ning. Adam Perez had a double in the
first inning.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 102 000 0 3
Newark East Side 101 000 2 4

Blue Devil Boys Swamp
Pingry Laxers, 10-1

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team upped its record to 2-0
by swamping Pingry, 10-1, in the
annual Bristol Cup game in
Martinsville on April 5. Junior at-
tacker Harry Bernstein fired in four
goals to lead the Blue Devils.

Ryan Yarusi netted two goals and
two assists and Joe Simone added
three assists. Senior Chris Mattes won
12 of 15 face-offs and goalkeeper
Ben Thomas made 10 saves.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Montclair Boys Lax

Westfield/SPF Softball
SPF/U. Catholic Baseball
SPF/Westfield Baseball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A STUBBORN DEFENSIVE BATTLE…Blue Devil defender C. J. Patella. No. 21, and his teammates were in a stubborn
defensive battle with the Mounties, especially in the first half.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING A STRONG FIVE INNINGS…Raider Greg Bayard pitched a strong five innings, allowing one run, and kept
his opponents off-guard until the Blue Devils scored three runs in the sixth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE GO-AHEAD RUN…Blue Devil Pete Antonelli, No. 10, scores the
go-ahead run in the sixth inning as Tom Bonard, No. 3, watches the action.

Nadine Allen
• Top Sales Month of March
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Nadine Allen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Nadine Allen in, and she’ll bring results!

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Adie in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/15  1-5PM

Adie Shaalam

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to this well maintained spacious four
bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split featuring a living room, formal dining room,
kitchen, Florida room, den plus master bedroom w/full bath.  Many
updates including windows, siding, cac, 2 full baths.  $634,900. DIR:
Clifton to Rahway Ave. #1220  (052111115)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Frances in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/15  1-5PM

Frances Bradley

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to 406 Otisco Drive, a spacious, 4 bedroom,
2 ½ bath Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson School.  It’s
many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof,
CAC and HWH.  A large, sunny FR, newly finished HWF’s, ample
storage space & convenience to town, schools & NYC transportation
complete the appeal of this lovely home.  Make it yours today!  $719,000.
DIR: Summit Ave. to Otisco Drive (052111169)
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WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Home Loans at 888-421-3813

15 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If your thinking of selling… 
find out why Burgdorff, ERA listings in Westfield
and surrounding towns on average sell for more

then other leading brokers.

In Westfield…

Visit us at 
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Burgdorff Commands 
The Market Place*

For the past two years 

only ONE OFFICE has sold their listings 

Faster and
negotiated their Sellers a Higher Sales Price.

Burgdorff ERA’s Westfield Office

* Westfield, Cranford, Garwood, Fanwood, Scotch Plains, and Mountainside. Garden State Multiple Listing. Information herein deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. For Companies with at least 49 listings sold - BrokerMetrics TM

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.
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Softball Blue Devils Shut Out
Lady Raider Softballers, 3-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

the job done,” said Westfield Head
Coach Tara Pignoli. “She pitches with
confidence, plays with confidence and
I feel that trickles down to her team-
mates behind her defensively. Pretty
much almost a no-hitter except for
that one ball we tried to get the lead
runner on that should of went to one.”

The 2-1 Raiders received a fine
pitching performance from junior
Brienne Mahoney, who looked very
confident and worked ahead of every
batter. She scattered seven hits, re-
corded nine strikeouts and walked
one.

“She’s a great pitcher, she does not
get shaken, we know she has it and
she proved it here today,” said Raider
Head Coach Kelly Covert.

Kim Townsend looked sharp at the
plate with two leadoff hits and swiped
a base to lead the Lady Devils. Brown,
Alex Pecora and LaSpata each helped
the cause with a hit. Matthew and
Abruzzo each collected RBI singles.

The Raiders lone scoring opportu-
nity came in the top of the third when
Katie Cornacchia reached first off a
free pass then advanced to second on
Kristina Karkstein’s sacrifice bunt.
Jessica Khan stepped to the dish and
beat out a bunt single. Brown, how-
ever, did regain command of her stuff
and fired off two strikeouts.

In the bottom of the third, Westfield
took a 1-0 lead. Townsend legged out
a single and stole second. Brown

worked a walk and Townsend streaked
home on Matthew’s single to center.

The Blue Devils temporarily found
themselves on the wrong side of mo-
mentum in the bottom of the fourth
when the Raiders performed defen-
sive wizardly. Pecora beat out a bunt
single, Erin Scialabba popped to
Mahoney who pivoted and delivered
a laser to first baseman Jillian Lusk
who made the tag on Pecora for the
DP.

The Blue Devils jumped out to a 3-
0 lead in the sixth inning. Brown
singled and Matthew walked. Then,
with runners on second and third, the
Devils attempted a suicide squeeze
on LaSpata’s perfect bunt. It worked,
as pinch runner Alyson Moskowitz
slid home safely. Later in the inning,
Scialabba drew a walk and Abruzzo
knocked in Matthew.

“Seventeen strikeouts is not going
to win a game and there is nothing
else to say about it,” said Covert.
“Defensively, we’re on. We can hold
our own. They played hard, they
played strong and that’s the differ-
ence today. As to our hitting, yes, we
can hit and we have been hitting.
Brown is a very good pitcher but
she’s hittable.”

“The girls at the plate I thought did
okay but it was not our best batting
effort,” concluded Pignoli. “What I
told them is that they should build on
each other’s hits. They got the bunts
down, they worked as a team and they
really did a good job,”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Westfield 001 002 x 3

CRASHING THROUGH THE DEFENSE…Union County Rugby (Mudturtles)
Football Club’s Matt Kausner breaches the Bayonne defense in a 24-11 victory at
Unami Field in Garwood on April 1 to improve to 1-2.

Blue Devils Blank
Softball Cougars, 2-0
Lindsay Brown tossed a three-hit-

ter, walked none and struck out six as
the Westfield High School softball
team cruised to a 2-0 victory over
Cranford in Westfield on April 7.
Katie Abruzzo tapped an RBI single
in the second inning and Erin
Scialabba smashed a solo homer in
the fourth.

Katherine VanBenschoten and
Melissa Clericuzio each cracked a
double for the Cougars.
Cranford 000 000 0 0
Westfield 010 100 x 2

Raiders Plate 5 in Fifth, Rock
UC Viking Baseballers, 8-5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

crushed a one-out standup double to
center. In came Hubbard, who hit
D’Angelo with a pitch but escaped
unharmed when LaRocca bunted into
a one-three (Hubbard to Maroney)
double play.

“Johnny was okay but did not have
his great stuff today,” said Baylock.
“He had trouble gripping the ball on his
slider and we know Union Catholic is a
great fastball hitting team so we had to
do something to get the off speed stuff
over for strikes. Hubbard has a great
curve ball, great off-speed stuff and he
was able to get it over for strikes and
that was the difference in the game.”

D’Angelo kept the Raiders in check
with 10 consecutive putouts until the
bottom of the fifth when designated
hitter Bonadies hammered a standup
RBI double to center. Adam Perez was
issued a walk. Both advanced on an
infield error. Bonadies scored on the
overthrow and Perez scored on
D’Angelo’s wild pitch to put the Raid-
ers ahead, 5-4. D’Annunzio and
DiNizo worked back-to-back walks.
Viking Head Coach Jim Reagan Jr.
summoned Canales to the mound, who
walked Mineo to load the bases. Next,
Bayard tomahawked a two-run double
to right and Antoine added his RBI
sacrifice fly making the score, 8-4.

In the sixth inning, Hubbard issued
back-to-back free passes but he got
Canales to chase a full-count break-
ing pitch. Then shortstop Bayard and
first baseman Maroney turned a 6-3
double play. The Vikings scored a run
in the seventh when Cortizo rapped a
long single to center and scored on
D’Angelo’s single.

“Mineo is a much better pitcher
than I am, but ran into a little trouble
with the slider,” said Hubbard. “Early
on I had trouble finding the strike
zone; however, after that, my curve
was working pretty well. I got a lot of
help from the field and it all worked
out in the end.”

Piccola came in and finished it by
getting LaRocca on a 6-4-3 (Bayard,
Perez, Maroney) double play to give
Hubbard the victory.

“They had runners on first and third,
so I figured to keep the ball low with
fastballs and curve balls. Then on the
last pitch, a fastball was hit into a
double play. It was pretty easy,” said
Piccola.
Union Catholic 103 000 1 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 300 050 x 8

Devil Netmen Whip
JP Stevens Boys, 5-0
The Westfield High School boys

tennis team whipped J.P. Stevens, 5-
0, on April 4 at Tamaques Park in
Westfield.
First singles: Ravi Netravali d Dan
Anguyen, 6-3, 6-1
Second singles: James Chu d Howard
Telson, 6-0, 6-1
Third singles: Greg Luppescu d Brook
Tao, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelidis d Phil Mayer and Steve
Chang, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Justin Snyder and
Graeme Stahl d Amau Balplay and
Mukund Bangalore, 6-1, 6-0

Laxer Flood Helps
Harvard Top Denver
Senior midfielder John Henry

Flood of Westfield (Lawrenceville
School) won 10 of 13 face-offs,
including all four in the second
half, to key the Harvard University
men’s lacrosse team to a 6-4 vic-
tory over the Denver Pioneers last
week. Flood had a team-high, five
ground balls in the win and contin-
ues to rank among the national
leaders in face-off percentage (63.4
percent).

CHAMPS AT DISNEYWORLS…The Central Jersey All Stars Junior Level 4
Cheerleading team performed their routine in Disneyworld and was crowned
Grand Champions at Americheer’s competition.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Located in the desirable Homestead Village, this inviting and spacious custom expanded ranch awaits new
homeowners.  This nine room home features a Living Room with wood burning fireplace, large formal Dining
Room, beautiful renovated Kitchen with granite countertops, breakfast room with access to maintenance free
deck with hot tub, open first floor Family Room with soaring ceilings and gas fireplace, four bedrooms, 2 ½
baths and sunny Recreation Room with a ‘retro’ wet bar.  There is abundant storage throughout including a
large attic area on the second floor.  Bonus amenities include central air conditioning, second floor Bedroom
with potential for renovation in to a wonderful Master getaway Suite, hardwood floors, attached two car garage,
floored attic storage, fenced backyard, landscaping and more.  Warmth and charm welcome you home!  This
wonderful home won’t last!  $699,900  (WSF0266)

Open House: Sunday, April 15th  1-4PM  •  33 Homestead Terrace, Scotch Plains

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Open House, Sunday April 15, 1-4pm, 247 Canterbury Rd., Westfield
Stone front charming center hall colonial in the heart of Wychwood. 2 story addition w/ large eat-in kitchen w/
breakfast bar and separate dining area opening to beautiful Family Room. Spacious master suite. 10 RM, 5 BR,
3 full & 2 Half BTHS. RR w/ frplc & step down playrm under addition. Beautiful molding,  archways, elegant
bay windows,, Stainless steel appliances, CAC, 2 C garage  fenced rear yard, private landscaped .27 acre property.
Close to Wilson School.  $1,599,000

Private country setting, 1.77 acres on Hillside Ave with guest cottage.  Unique Victorian w/ 4/5 BR, 3 1/2  BTH.  Spacious
rooms w/antique charm and ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with floor to ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with
floor to sunroom, holiday size Dining Rm and new gourmet kitchen & powder RM and new master suite w/large MBTH.
Noteworthy features inc: high ceilings, wood floors, deep accent moldings, tall windows, central air, newer master BTH, 2
tiered DK w/hot tub, gingerbread trim, porte cochere, circular drive.     $1,650,000  WSF0041

Open House, Sunday April 15, 1-4pm, 443 Hillside Ave., Mountainside

NJ Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2006

 Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in the Indian Forest area.
This stately Colonial offers the finest in living space (approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower level).Noteworthy features:
MBR suite w/2 frplc & custom wlk-in closet, 2 story Great Rm w/ frplc, access to expansive mahogany deck &
French drs to SUNRM. 20ft. deluxe KIT w/Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s pantry & BRKFT nook.  Living
& Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite,  3 CAR GRGE, exquisite landscape & interior molding
package.     $2,695,000  WSF0905

Open House, Sunday April 15, 1-4pm, 24 Barchester Way, Westfield

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING IT IN TIME…Viking senior first baseman Anthony Marsal
catches the throw in time from senior shortstop Chris Whittemore. Marsal made
several fine defensive plays.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PHENOMENAL GAME…Lefty pitcher Lindsay Brown tossed a game to re-
member. The senior tri-captain tossed a one-hit shutout, fanning 17 batters, tying
a school record previously set by Caitlin MacDonald.
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Frank D. Isoldi
CB International

President’s Premier

Hye-Young Choi
CB International

President’s Premier

Kimberley Haley
CB International
President’s Elite

Mary McEnerney
CB International
President’s Elite

Jayne Bernstein
CB International
President’s Elite

Susan Checchio
CB International
President’s Elite

Bettyann Lynch
CB International
President’s Elite

Faith Maricic
CB International
President’s Elite

Irene Katz
CB International

President’s Circle

Maryalice Ryan
CB International

President’s Circle

Grace Rappa
CB International
President’s Circle

John DeMarco
CB International
President’s Circle

Lola Reed
CB International
President’s Circle

Reva Berger
CB International
President’s Circle

Barbara (Bobbee) Mulvee
CB International
President’s Circle

Kathryn Shea
CB International
President’s Circle

Jill Rome
CB International
President’s Circle

Ann Allen
CB International
President’s Circle

Gina Suriano-Barber
CB International
President’s Circle

Barbara Callahan
CB International
President’s Circle

Judith Koeppel
CB International
President’s Club

Thomas Bianco
CB International
President’s Club

Kay Gragnano
CB International
President’s Club

Eileen Burlinson
CB International
President’s Club

John Clark Wiley
CB International
President’s Club

Maureen LaCosta
CB International
President’s Club

Harriet Lifson
CB International
President’s Club

Gloria Kraft
CB International
President’s Club

Naasa Sherbeini
CB International
President’s Club

Anne Kelly
CB International
President’s Club

Barbara Devlin
CB International
President’s Club

John Aslanian
CB International
President’s Club

Elvira Ardrey
CB International
President’s Club

Donna Perch
CB International
President’s Club

Ruth Tate
CB International
President’s Club

Jacqueline Conover
CB International
President’s Club

Nancy Bregman
CB International
President’s Club

Diana Pellino
CB International
President’s Club

Simply the Best
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage proudly congratulates our 2006 award winning Sales Associates.
Earning some of the most coveted designations bestowed by Coldwell Banker they each accomplished

extraordinary results for buyers and sellers. We look forward to assisting you in 2007!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2007 Coldwell Banker Corporation is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. • An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services • (888) 317-5416 toll free

853303

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Holy Trinity seventh/eighth grade basketball team of
Westfield won the Suburban Catholic title. Pictured, left to right, with the team are:
coaches Bob Slaski, Mitch Fennik, Brian Granstrand, James Siburn and John Duffy.

WF AAU Hoop Girls Start
Season in W. Chester TOC

The Westfield girl’s senior AAU
basketball team kicked off its season
with three games at West Chester
University on April 7.

In Game 1, the Blue Devils man-
aged only 13 rebounds in a 48-34 loss
to the Cape May Tarheels. Danielle
Infantino (12 points), Tara Handza
(10) and Keri Pringle (3) combined
for six 3-pointers. Nikki Aronson net-
ted five and Lauren Harry sank four.

In game 2, Westfield had more suc-
cess with 32 rebounds and came away
with a 55-21 victory over the West
Chester Bobcats. Aronson pulled five
offensive and five defensive boards.
Pringle had nine rebounds and Harry
had seven. Infantino bucketed 20 points,
Handza had 19, Harry netted eight and
Pringle and Aronson each had four.

Game 3 in a 47-42 win over the
Baltimore Starz, which featured a
playground style, it was a battle of
wits, will power and bench coaching
poise. Westfield had to call upon re-

serve energy to defeat a sharp shoot-
ing and slashing Starz team that con-
nected for nine 3-pointers. The Blue
Devils trailed by eight at the start of
the fourth quarter but rebounding and
high-performance shooting made the
difference. Westfield totaled 25 re-
bounds led by Pringle with nine. Harry
and Aronson each had six.

Westfield hit 13 of 26 free throws.
Handza, who had 16 points, hit seven
of nine from the floor and Pringle,
who had 11 points, shot 3-for-4. Harry
had 12 and Infantino netted eight.

PEE WEE ALL-STARS…Four fourth graders were the St. Helen’s representa-
tives in the Union County CYO Pee Wee All-Star basketball game. Pictured, left
to right, are: Danny McHugh, Jack Simcox, Neilan Dolan and Chris Sullivan.

Holy Trinity 7th/8th Boys Win Suburban Catholic League Title
The Holy Trinity seventh and eighth grade boys basketball team won the Suburban Catholic championship and

finished 15-1, losing only to St. Mike’s in Cranford earlier. Trinity defeated St. Mike’s, 68-60, in the final.
John Serzan, Sean Siburn and point guard Peter Granstrand led the charge. Charles Oliver’s smooth shooting

augmented Trinity’s success. Eighth graders Ed McGovern, Idris Sadiq and Joe Toegel made excellent contributions.
Seventh grader Ryan Baird was a substantial contributor with his knack for offensive rebounds and timely baskets.

Next year is expected to be another fine one for the Braves. Point guard Eric Fennik is set to take the reins. Billy
Hedley and Bobby Slaski are poised to control the boards and Rory Duffy will hit the open man.

WF Chelsea Girls Top Somerset Hills in Soccer
The Westfield Chelsea Girls U9 soccer team defeated Somerset Hills on

April 1. Chelsea dominated offensively and defensively throughout the game.
Midfielder Hailey Tosato’s aggressive play created many goal opportuni-

ties. Allie Hopper was strong defensively. Jenna Rediker was solid in goal and
as a midfielder in the first half. In the second half, Marina Gialanella kept
strong offensive pressure. Laine Yamano controlled the midfield. In the third
quarter, Mary Albano’s passed to Julia Gretsky for the game-winning goal.
Shelby Taylor stopped several late game threats to ensure victory.
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Prudential New Jersey
Properties

©2007, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.                            is a service trademark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing O    

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 908.232.5664

Do you know the value of your home in today’s market?your home in today’s market? Many are not sure. Please contact me for a Complimentary Many are not sure. Please co
Market Analysis of your home’s estimated value in today’s market. As your REALTORome’s estimated value in today’s market. As your R ® it is my job to help Sellers 
protect their equity. I welcome the opportunity to meet with you, view your home and then develop a pricing lcome the opportunity to meet with you, view y
strategy and customized marketing plan to effectively sell your homemarketing plan to effectively sell your home.

As a Quality Service Specialist, I am privileged to serve your needs and exceed your expectations from our very cialist, I am privileged to serve your needs and exceed you

life through our values-based culture. Focused on the exceptional results you deserve, I combine today’s leading ed culture. Focused on the exceptional results you dese
technology and marketing strategies with incomparable skill, professionalism, human decency and respect.rategies with incomparable skill, professionalism, hu

G B, Sales Associate
Quality Service Certified®
Direct: 908.477.5379 • Home: 908.232.9459
George@WestfieldAreaHomes.com

R R  • F H  E • N C • H P  • C

Please visit my comprehensive real estate website at:isit my comprehensive real estate w
WWWWW..WWWWWESTFIELDWW ADD REAAA H MESOMES.COM

NJCAP Honors Esmerado
For Work to Fight Child Abuse

COUNTY – The New Jersey Child
Assault Prevention (NJCAP) task
force has honored Assistant Prosecu-
tor John Esmerado, a 16-year veteran
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, for his contributions to pre-
venting child abuse.

NJCAP works with child-welfare
organizations and the public toward
the prevention of child abuse and
neglect. It presents the “CAP” awards
biannually to those “who have made
the prevention of child abuse a prior-
ity in their lives.”

In 1999, Mr. Esmerado had worked
as an assistant prosecutor in Union
County for eight years when he was
asked to move to a unit that special-

ized in child and adult sexual as-
saults.

Because the number of cases grew
over the years, the child-abuse crimes
were eventually placed in a separate
unit. By 2003, he was running the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office’s
new child-abuse unit. Today, he still
runs the unit, which has grown from a
staff of 11 at its inception to 16 assis-
tant prosecutors, detectives, clerical
staff, a social worker and a therapist.

“Moving children from darkness to
light is an act that deeply pierces your
heart and fuels your resolve to be an
advocate. In every one of the 35 sexual-
abuse trials I’ve handled, the child is
always my teacher,” he said.

He recently authored a $500,000
grant, which was submitted to the New
Jersey Department of Children and
Families for seed money to build a new
child advocacy center in Union County.
This year, the department awarded the
money, which will be used to begin
construction on a state-of-the-art, inte-
grated facility to cater to child victims
of physical and sexual assault. The new
Child Advocacy Center will house spe-
cially trained prosecutors and detec-
tives, workers from the Division of
Youth and Family Services, psycholo-
gists and other medical personnel.

Mr. Esmerado has been an active
member of the New Jersey Task Force
on Child Abuse and Neglect for the
past seven years and, as such, has
been pursuing the adoption of a Bill
of Rights for Children in New Jersey.

He also serves on the Essex Metro
Child Fatality Review Board, which
seeks to improve law enforcement,
medical and child protective services
responses to children in crises.

A graduate of Seton Hall University
and Law School, Mr. Esmerado will
receive his Master’s degree in Law
from New York University Law School
in December. He teaches senior courses
in criminal law at Kean University.

“John has been an invaluable asset
to our office. But his battle against
child abuse and child abusers repre-
sents so much more to him than a job.
This is his life’s work,” Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow said.

NJCAP solicits nominations for the
CAP awards from statewide organiza-
tions such as child protective and
health-care agencies, shelters and po-
lice departments.

FINISH LINE…As of April 4, the Cranford Bike Club reached its $2,500 fundraising
goal to support Miles for Matheny, a Matheny Medical and Educational Center of
Peapack fundraiser, on Sunday, April 22. Pictured, from left to right, are CBC
members: (back row) Marc Ivory of Garwood, shop manager; Victor Vinegri of
Garwood; Jeff Blake of Cranford and Jess Kwiatkowski of Edison; (front row) Tom
Biglianti of Fanwood, shop owner; Peter Louie of Westfield, fundraising coordina-
tor; Greg Manderski of Garwood and John Kuhn of Summit. Matheny is a hospital
for children and adults with medically complex developmental disabilities.

Charm and sophistication blend beautifully in this spacious Co-
lonial boasting four bedrooms and two & one half baths. With 
hardwood floors, numerous windows and a marvelous flow, this 
home offers the ideal backdrop for you & your family. The fam-
ily room with floor-to-ceiling fireplace is off the kitchen with 
newer appliances, granite counters and an eating area. The liv-
ing room and formal dining room with corner cabinet add to the 
allure of the first floor. The master bedroom with dressing area 
and full bath are joined by nice sized bedrooms and ample closet 
space. A  rec room, lovely yard with deck & patio and a wonder-
ful location craft the perfect place to call home. Presented for 
$799,900.  Dir: Lawrence to Hiawatha to Orenda  Circle 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065

    Marjorie Brown  
     Sales Associate 

     908-233-8102, Direct Dial 
      marjorie-brown @burgdorff.com 

362 Orenda Circle, Westfield, New Jersey 

Open House Sunday, April 15, 1:00-4:00PM 

Local Cartoonist Highlights
Frazee House in Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains College
Club will feature Scotch Plains resi-
dent Frank Thorne, a cartoonist, film-
maker and writer, at its Monday,
April 16, meeting at Union Catholic
High School (UCHS) on Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Mr. Thorne
will speak about his book, “The Il-
lustrated History of Union County,”
which serves as a fundraiser for the
planned restoration of the Betty
Frazee house by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club.

The program will feature a show-
ing of the film “Two Lords and a
Lady,” which Mr. Thorne wrote and
produced. The film focuses on Eliza-
beth Lee “Aunt Betty” Frazee and the
Battle of Short Hills. Reports say that
during the Revolutionary War, “Aunt
Betty” refused to give the British
General Cornwallis the bread she was
baking.

In addition, the speaker will ad-

dress the proposed restoration of the
historic Scotch Plains Frazee house
property on Raritan Road.

A professional cartoonist, Mr.
Thorne has contributed to comic pub-
lications Red Sonja, Flash Gordon,
Jungle Jim, Tomahawk, Perry Mason
and Mandrake the Magician. Red
Sonja became a major motion picture
starring Brigit Neilson and Arnold
Schwartzenegger.

Mr. Thorne created, wrote and il-
lustrated “Moonshine McJugs” for
Playboy and won an award for his
work. He has also received the San
Diego Inkpot Award and the National
Cartoonists’ Best Comic Cartoonist
Award. In addition to those achieve-
ments, he has published seven graphic
novels.

Beginning his career at the now-
defunct Elizabeth Daily Journal, Mr.
Thorne worked on an illustrated his-
tory of Union County as a daily fea-
ture for the publication. He compiled
the feature into the book “The Illus-
trated History of Union County” as a
fundraiser for the Frazee House reno-
vation.

The program will be held in the
cafeteria of UCHS and will begin
immediately following the 8 p.m.
Fanwood-Scotch Plains College Club
meeting. The public is invited to at-
tend the free program.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Col-
lege Club is devoted to providing
scholarships for young women of high
school and college age. For informa-
tion, call Carolyn Dittus at (908) 233-
2948.

there’s more at
goleader.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Scotch Plains . . . Pristine Split-Colonial framed with perennial gardens front and back.  First
floor features living room with fireplace, spacious dining room, den and eat-in kitchen with
center-island and access to large deck.  There are three bedrooms with master bath and hall bath
on the second floor.  Third floor has a spacious bedroom with possibilities for expansion.  Family
room on ground level with oversized garages and powder room.  Fully finished basement with
storage and laundry room.  $729,000.

For More Information, Contact:

Barbara S. Rothman
Sales Associate

Direct: 908-233-5555 x240

email: barbrothman7@aol.com

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited, Realtors

200 North Avenue East

Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: 908-233-9292

RE/MAX  Properties Unlimited
of Westfield is Pleased to Announce its Newest

Sales Associate, Miriam Tedesco!

Miriam specializes in the listing & sale of residential
properties throughout Union, Morris and Essex
counties.  She is a member of Garden State MLS and
the Greater Union County Board of Realtors.  Miriam
resides in Mountainside with her husband, Kevin
Tedesco, a Communications Director for CBS News,
60 Minutes raising their two children, Colleen and
Patrick.

Miriam is energetic, enthusiastic and caring. Whether
finding a buyer their dream home or representing a
seller, Miriam will work until the job is finished.
Anticipating the needs of my clients in advance is my
specialty.  “As a former city dweller in New York and

Hoboken, I understand the needs of commuters”.  Prior to real estate, Miriam
sold trading room systems for Reuters Information services for 10 years.

Camie Delaney, Broker of Record, was quoted “I’m happy that Miriam has joined
our office of top producing agents.  She is excited to be a part of the RE/MAX
network and to better able to serve her clients.”

Miriam can be contacted at

908-518-5461 directly to assist you with

all your real estate needs!
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Beaming with the rays of the sun, this enchanting Colonial glows with a serene ambiance 
that is enlivened by gleaming hardwood floors, delightful built-ins, crown molding and mar-
velous vintage details. The fire lit living room, formal dining room, comfy den and lively sun 
room meld beautifully with the updated eat-in kitchen & powder room to craft an enchant-
ing first floor. The master suite, a lovely surprise, is joined by three more bedrooms and an-
other bath. A basement family room, splendid yard with pavestone patio and a great loca-
tion, near Wilson School & NYC transportation, create a home that welcomes you with 
open arms. Presented for $728,000. Dir: N. Chestnut to Belvidere to Sherwood Parkway 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Patricia  Jurpalis, Realtor Associate

908-447-2907, Direct Dial
www.burgdorff.com/pat-jurpalis 

Marking Sure Your Home Is Center Marking Sure Your Home Is Center Marking Sure Your Home Is Center Marking Sure Your Home Is Center Stage!Stage!Stage!Stage!    

538 Sherwood Parkway Westfield, New Jersey 

Open House, Sunday April 15, 1:00-4:00PM 

CELEBRATING SEUSS...Regina Bassoul-Restivo, Lower School Head at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, looks on as second grader Jake Payami of
Scotch Plains reads “Oh, the Thinks You Can Think” by Dr. Seuss at Lower
School lunch on March 5. Jake read the last part of the book to mark the March
1 anniversary of Dr. Seuss’ creation of the Cat in the Hat character. Jake is the son
of Maurice and Renee Payami of Scotch Plains.

County Wins Additional
Shared-Services Grants

As part of my initiatives for this
year as chairwoman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, I announced the county would
take an aggressive role in pursuing
shared services with its governmen-
tal and school-board partners.

In recent weeks, we have received
more good news and made more
progress to report. First, we received
an additional grant for shared ser-
vices from the state for more than
$300,000, bringing our total to
$404,500, which will cover the next
four years of planning and imple-
mentation.

These grants allow Union County
to initiate a multi-faceted approach to
facilitate and encourage new shared-
and regional-service programs. We
have already held two shared-services
conferences, the first with municipal
and county representatives and a sec-
ond one involving the school boards.

A consultant, paid for out of a state
grant, is currently examining the fea-
sibility of coordinating regionalized
or shared services in emergency com-
munications/911 dispatching.

In the area of information tech-
nologies (IT), the county has applied
for a $35,000 state grant to conduct a
feasibility study for website and e-
mail hosting for municipal govern-
ments as the first part of an IT shared
service program.

Participants in our meetings have
also examined many new areas for
shared services – everything from
copy paper to Wi-Fi, including: mu-
nicipal court security services, EMS
Response, a central recycling center,

library consolidation, sharing person-
nel, centralized records storage facil-
ity, transportation services, bulk pur-
chasing, public works machinery and
sewage services.

Recently, in conjunction with
PSE&G, we held a forum with for
utility companies, as well as munici-
pal and county representatives. We
discussed communication, coordina-
tion of projects, public works and
engineering services.

In late April, we will sponsor an
information technologies conference.
A subcommittee meeting has been
formed with regard to information
technologies. Currently, we have be-
gun studying the feasibility of offer-
ing website and e-mail hosting ser-
vices for the municipalities, and we’ve
begun a pilot program with Berkeley
Heights.

As we move forward into the year,
I look forward to updating you more
about our efforts, which are designed
to save tax dollars and avoid duplica-
tion of services. There are 566 mu-
nicipalities in New Jersey, and this
figure does not even include county
governments and school boards.

More must be done in this area, and
I am pleased to note that Union County
and our partners are at the forefront of
shared services and will continue to
move aggressively toward implemen-
tation. We are on the brink of historic
change in the way governments do
business in New Jersey, and a part of
this will include shared services.

WHAT MATTERS…The Westfield United Way analyzes requests for financial
support for 2008. Above are committee members, from left: (seated) Charles
Weidman, Jane Francz, Linda Kaplan, Chair, John Ripperger, Peri Soldati and
Susan Schwarz; (standing) Anthony Cook, Jason McLane, John Reynolds, Gregg
Gorman, Kevin Fitzpatrick and Paul Zoidis. Committee members Art Condodina
and Susan Long are not pictured.

WF United Way Reviews
2008 Financial Requests

WESTFIELD – “What would you
do if you were suddenly given over
half-a-million dollars, then told you
must divide the sum among 19 agen-
cies that are your dependents?” asked
Linda Kaplan, chairwoman of the
Westfield United Way’s (WUW) Fund
Distribution Committee.

Her committee reviews funding for
WUW member agencies, which trans-
port senior citizens, deliver meals to the
homebound, provide counseling to do-
mestic-abuse victims and teach chil-
dren about substance-abuse prevention.

“The input and involvement of our
volunteers provides a critical link to
the community,” she said. “We want
to assure [WUW] contributors that
their money is being used wisely.”

The 14 committee members spend
three months interviewing agency
directors, reviewing financial infor-
mation and evaluating the effective-
ness of programs and services. The
committee deliberates the needs of
both the community and each agency
to determine how to allocate funds.

“The combination of changing
needs and available funds make the
allocation process a continuing chal-
lenge and more difficult task each
year,” said Scott Cassie, WUW Board
of Trustees president.

Once the board of trustees approves
the committee’s recommendations, it
will establish the 2007 campaign goal
to raise money for 2008.

Throughout the entire process, Ms.
Kaplan said, the committee never
loses sight of the residents who do-
nate to the WUW.

“The caring and financial support
of our residents truly reflects the
Westfield spirit of outreach and giv-
ing to others,” she said.

“The committee is always inspired
by the following quote from Aristotle,”
noted Linda Maggio, WUW executive
director. “To give away money is an
easy matter, and is in any man’s power,
but to decide to whom to give it, and

how large and when and for what
purpose and how, is neither in every
man’s power – nor any easy matter.
Hence, it is that such excellence is
rare, praiseworthy and noble.”

WUW member agencies include
The American Red Cross, The ARC
of Union County, the Boy Scouts,
Central Jersey Legal Services, the
Cerebral Palsy League, Community
Access Unlimited, CONTACT We
Care, the Girl Scouts, the Jewish
Community Center, Jewish Family
Services, the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Union County, Mobile Meals
of Westfield, Prevention Links, UCPC
Behavioral Healthcare, Visiting Nurse
Service System, the Westfield Com-
munity Center, the Westfield Day Care
Center, the Westfield “Y” and Youth
and Family Counseling Services.

NJ Transit Advises Area
Of Helicopter Survey

AREA – NJ Transit is advising resi-
dents who live near NJ Transit rail lines
that an unusual-looking helicopter will
be flying at a low level — approxi-
mately 300 feet above the tracks — to
perform surveys. Data collected by the
high-tech helicopter will enhance sys-
tem security, emergency response and
employee training.

Beginning Friday, April 20, and con-
tinuing for approximately two weeks,
NJ Transit will conduct aerial survey
work along its railroad lines in northern
and central New Jersey using unique
LiDAR (Light Detection And Rang-
ing) technology. The survey, performed
by a specially equipped helicopter with
antennas extending from its sides, will
allow NJ Transit to update maps of
critical areas of the rail infrastructure.

The helicopter uses LiDAR tech-
nology, a Global Position System
(GPS)-controlled laser scan that cre-
ates a three-dimensional image of rail
rights-of-way, and will collect 3-D
scan data, aerial photography and video
footage. A digitized electronic map,
along with the photography and video,
will be integrated into NJ TRANSIT’s
Geographic Information System
(GIS), which is used to support plan-
ning, training and operations.

Weather permitting, the work will
be performed over a two-week period
beginning April 20, in the following
order: Morristown Line, Montclair-
Boonton Line, Gladstone Branch,
Raritan Valley Line, Northeast Corri-
dor (Morrisville, Pa. – NJ – Long
Island City), North Jersey Coast Line,
Main Line/Bergen County Line (to
Harriman, N.Y.), Pascack Valley Line

(to Spring Valley, N.Y.).
The aerial survey work will be con-

ducted by John Chance Land Surveys,
Inc. of Lafayette, La. The company
has performed similar work along more
than 2,000 miles of railroad corridor
around the United States.

Marine Band to March
In SP Memorial Parade

SCOTCH PLAINS – Plans for the
2007 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Me-
morial Day Parade on May 28 are
underway. The theme for the 2007
parade is “Semper Fi – A Special
Salute to the United States Marine
Corps.” The parade will recognize
the dedication, commitment and sac-
rifice of the residents of the commu-
nity who have served and continue
to serve in the USMC.

The Marine Corps Ceremonial Band
will perform in this year’s parade. Sta-
tioned in Albany, Ga., this award-win-
ning band of 50 Marines travels
throughout the country and interna-
tionally to serve as musical ambassa-
dors, providing music for military cer-
emonies, community celebrations, re-
cruiting programs and official events.

Memorial Day pays tribute to Ameri-
can military personnel of all wars who
have given their lives in service to their
country. For 60 years, individuals and
groups in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have honored these heroes by appear-
ing in the annual parade.

Anyone interested can contact Toni
Rollis of the parade committee at the
Scotch Plains municipal building at
(908) 322-6700, ext. 314.

Rob Lyszczarz, President of RE/MAX Properties Unlimited, recently announced
he has promoted Camilla “Camie” Delaney, Manager of his Westfield office, to
Vice President and Broker of Record for his company.

Mr. Lyszczarz, was quoted as saying “In the past year, Camie has been Manager
of our Westfield office.  Since this time, the office has grown with the addition
of 14 seasoned agents.  I have seen great changes in our Westfield Office,  and
I know her leadership will help the rest of the company to continue to grow”.

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited is one of the largest RE/MAX franchises in NJ,
servicing all of Central and Northern NJ.  Camie has been in real estate for over 20
years.  She and her husband, Patrick, have lived in Mountainside for 30 years.

Camilla “Camie” Delaney Named
Vice President and Broker of Record
for RE/MAX Properties Unlimited

Rob Lyszczarz, President of RE/MAX Properties Unlimited congratulates
Camie Delaney, Vice President & Broker of the Westfield Office

Paid Bulletin Board

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday April 15th, 1:00-4:00pm
624 East Broad Street, Westfield

Elegant colonial with 13 X 13 entry foryer/ leaded glass window, formal living room/woodburning fireplace.
Banquet sized dining room, top of the line gourmet kitchen boasting granite counters, sub zero frige, Miele
dishwasher, wine cooler, 2 tiered deck with fenced yard. Sought after first floor bedroom and family room.,
plus finished lower level. Many updates throughout, 2 1/2 baths, 2 car garage, professionally manicured property.
Realistically priced $989,500.   WSF1077

Recently updated in 2004, This “Smart Home” is ready for immediate occupancy. The 30 X 15 State of
the Art Kitchen is every gourmet cook’s dream! A step down great room with hand crafted built in’s,
surround sound and gorgeous corner fireplace will add to year round family enjoyment The 16' dining
room will host your most intimate dinner parties. 5 bedrooms with a master suite comprising a sitting
area, exceptinally appointed master bath with spa tub/separate shower and a room sized California
style closet. 4 1/2 baths, fully finished lower level, plus professionally designed gym. 100 x 150 property.
$2,150,000.  WSF0258  Call for private showing at: 908-419-5141.

WYCHWOOD CUSTOM GEM ON CUL DE SAC
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514 Mountain Avenue, Westfield 
Open House Sunday, April 15, 1:00 – 4:00PM 

This spacious, traditionally styled Colonial brims 
with classic details: chestnut trim, high ceilings & 
hardwood floors. A vestibule with French door 
opens to the fire lit living room & enchanting for-
mal dining room. The sun lit den & warm-hearted 
eat-in kitchen with powder room welcomes you.  
Four nice sized bedrooms, and a vintage out-fitted 
bath  are enhanced by a lovely yard & a conven-
ient location. Presented  for $569,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE

908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006 

Bring the little girls you love - to the Esprit - 

“Little Miss Westfield" Casting.

On the occasion of Esprit launching their 

new Esprit Kids line at the Esprit Westfield Store

Esprit is looking for the Girl 
from Union County that has 

the Esprit spirit!

The casting is taking place on
Sunday, April 15th, 2007 from 12 - 4pm at

the Esprit Store in Westfield, 151 East Broad Street.

The winner will receive an entire 
Esprit Kids Outfit and the honor of representing 

the Esprit - ”Little Miss Westfield” Title in the 

Westfield area Chamber of Commerce 

"Spring Fling" Parade on April 29th, 2007.

Come and get your daughters to the casting 

and enjoy some milk and cookies 

and a great time!

UNSUNG HEROES…Pictured, left to right, are: Ted Blunt (alumni), candidate
for 2008 lieutenant governor of Delaware; Richard Goldberger, senior partner of
Summit Real Estate Developers, LLC; and Dr. Niathan Allen, partner, Summit
Real Estate Developer.

Winston-Salem Alumni
Honor Richard Goldberger

LEE CORCORAN, SALES ASSOCIATE
908-233-6205, Direct Dial
908-410-8810, Cellular

104 Watchung Fork
Located in the heart of Westfield’s prestigious Indian Forest section, this magnificent stucco and stone European Colonial mansion has
over 9,000 square feet of living space and includes every possible amenity.  Custom built in 2006, this stunning residence is beautifully
appointed with tray ceilings, detailed crown molding, French doors, Tiffany chandeliers, granite counter-tops and marble fireplaces,
and includes modern luxury items such as an elevator, a heated oversized garage and indoor/outdoor surround-sound stereo system.
Among other highlights, this superb home features a gourmet state-of-the-art kitchen with adjacent family room, six bedrooms, six full
plus two half baths and an expansive basement level that includes an exercise room, a billiards/game room and a media room complete
with full wet bar.  Outside, the private, estate-like grounds for this home were professionally landscaped and include an in-ground,
40’ x 26’ heated Sylvan pool, bluestone walks and patios, mature trees, flowering gardens and landscape lighting.

 Offered for $4,395,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Chicago
and Eastern Region chapters of the
Winston-Salem State University Na-
tional Alumni Association
(WSSUNAA) will salute New Jersey
businessman and entrepreneur Rich-
ard Goldberger for his support of the
Unsung Hero Clarence “Big House”
Gaines Scholarship Endowment Din-
ner, which will be held on June 29, at
the Marriott Newark International
Hotel in Newark.

Mr. Goldberger served as the chair-
man of a national bank in Scotch
Plains, which became Summit Bank.

Mr. Goldberger, who has supported
the four year-old event for the last
two years, learned about WSSU, lo-
cated in Winston-Salem, N.C., from a
friend. He embraced the university’s
mission and became a supporter and
he began his commitment to increas-
ing the educational opportunities for

students at WSSU.
Mr. Goldberger founded the Gar-

den State Brickface Company, an
exterior masonry surfacing company,
where he served as chief executive
and chairman of the board from its
inception in 1953 until the sale of the
company in 1990.

After the sale of Garden State
Brickface Company to his daughter
and son-in-law, he organized a na-
tional bank in the Township of Scotch
Plains, where he served as chairman
of the executive committee and, from
time to time, as chairman of its Loan
Committee.

This enterprise grew from a small,
$4 million-capitalized bank, through
mergers and acquisitions, into the
largest bank in New Jersey, Summit
Bank, having resources in excess of
$30 billion.

Mr. Goldberger also participated
as an active director in Summit Bank.
That company was sold to Fleet Bank
and subsequently to Bank of America.
Mr. Goldberger has approximately
40 years of banking experience.

He was appointed by former New
Jersey Governor Tom Kean to chair,
along with the Governor’s wife,
Deborah, a large commission dedi-
cated to finding solutions to reduce
the high incidence of mental retarda-
tion in children in New Jersey.

Activities will run June 27 to July
1. Go to wssu.edu for more informa-
tion or call Bethel Burton at (773)
844-2391.

County Umpires Sponsor
Archer Softball Tournament
COUNTY – The Greater Union

County Amateur Softball Umpires
Association will sponsor the 10th
Annual Dick Archer Memorial One-

Pitch Softball Tournament on Satur-
day, May 19, at Warinanco Park on
the border of Roselle and Elizabeth.

All proceeds from the tournament
will be donated to N.A.M.I. of Union
County, the local branch of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness.

The registration fee for each team
is $150 and each team is guaranteed
to play three games during the all-day
tournament.

The rain date is Sunday, May 20.
This is a charitable event. Good

sportsmanship and fair play is expected.
All games will be played in

Warinanco Park.
Registration information may be

obtained by contacting Don Yuhas at
(908) 337-9410 with e-mail
daump97@Verizon.net; Jim Powers
at (908) 272-8049; Joe Schaefer at
(908) 561-5923; Keith Benovengo at
(908) 313-0983 or Gary Moran at
(908) 925-1838.

Munoz Legislation to Help
Disabled Passes Assembly

TRENTON – Assembly Eric
Munoz’s (R-21) Assembly Bills 3459
and 3538, requiring wheelchair se-
curement devises and training for the
developmentally disabled and physi-
cally disabled persons were recently
approved by the General Assembly.

Mr. Munoz, a trauma surgeon at
University Hospital in Newark, noted
the vulnerability of individuals with
disabilities when they are not prop-
erly secured during transportation.
He said, “Without proper securement,
when an accident occurs, these per-
sons are open to serious injury or
death.” Mr. Munoz, working with
prime sponsor Assemblyman
Upendra Chivukula (D-17) intro-
duced both pieces of legislation.

The measures would require a
wheel chaired passenger to be se-
cured in both a wheelchair secure-
ment and occupant securement de-
vice when traveling in a passenger
automobile. Failure to properly se-
cure a wheelchair bound passenger
would result in a $100 fine.

It requires biannual training courses
in proper wheelchair transportation.
The training course would include
proper procedures for securing the
wheelchair, proper procedure for se-
curing the occupant with a belt and
shoulder harness and proper use and
operation of the vehicle’s lift or load-
ing device. A violation of this act is
punishable by a fine of $2,500 for a
first violation, $5,000 for a second
violation and $10,000 for a third or
subsequent violation.

Marge Griscti, a member of the Fam-
ily Alliance to Stop Abuse and Ne-

glect, was inspired to enact such a law
because of experiences with her son,
Stephen who is wheelchair bound. “As
a parent, you expect institutions to
properly take care of your child,” Mrs.
Griscti noted. “The truth is they do
not. Employees need proper training
and laws need to be passed to make
sure that our loved ones are protected.”

The Family Alliance and the legis-
lative sponsors believe that there is a
need for education about the proper
securement procedures for wheel-
chairs and for wheelchair passengers.
Proper securement is essential to pre-
vent wheelchairs from tipping and to
prevent injury or death to passengers.
While there are federal requirements
regarding securement devices, there
has been little enforcement of these
requirements at the State level.

The Family Alliance with the as-
sistance of legislators like Mr. Munoz,
have been effective in promoting leg-
islation to protect the developmen-
tally disabled, such as Danielle’s Law
and Frankie’s Law and their contin-
ued efforts to limit the use of re-
straints known as “Mathew’s Law.”
Mrs. Griscti concluded, “Making sure
that our children are safe when in a
wheelchair is a small step in the long
list of initiatives New Jersey must
take to protect our disabled.”

The Family Alliance is a volunteer
organization. They advocate for the
human and civil rights of people with
disabilities. Their mission is to create
positive system-wide changes and
promote best practices to guarantee
the human rights and dignity of people
with disabilities of all ages. For more
information on the Family Alliance
please contact them via the web at
www.thefamilyalliance.net.

Assembly bills 3459 and 3538 await
legislative action in the Senate Trans-
portation Committee.

Lady Scarlet Knights
Deserve Praise, Not Imus

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender Tuesday an-
nounced she is crafting a ceremonial
resolution to give the Rutgers Uni-
versity women’s basketball team a
hero’s welcome at the State House
after their historic 2006/2007 season.

Stender (D-Fanwood) said this
year’s Scarlet Knights team exceeded
all odds to make it to the national
championship game against the Lady
Vols of the University of Tennessee.

“The Scarlet Knights have shown
the entire nation what excellence
and character are all about,” said Ms.
Stender. “They showed strength and
perseverance on the court, rising up
from underdog status to contenders.
They showed grace and poise off the
court, in their handling of distasteful
comments made by Don Imus.”

Ms. Stender said the Don Imus
controversy is causing too many
people to overlook what the Scarlet
Knights achieved. It’s time the state
recognized the woman cagers for their
recent successful tournament run.

The Scarlet Knights, under head
coach C. Vivian Stringer, finished
their historic season with a 27-9 record
after losing a close battle to the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in the National
Championship game.

“With such a young team, coach
Stringer should be applauded for her
leadership and determination,” said
Asw. Stender. “After such a difficult
beginning to the season, these young
woman showed that if you work hard
enough still you can achieve your
goals and be a contender.”

“These woman today once again have
become a source of pride for the state,”
said Ms. Stender, after watching the
Rutgers Woman’s Basketball team press
conference about the racist and sexist
comments made by Imus. “They have
shown real character and sophistica-
tion in the face of adversity.”

Ms. Stender said she will sponsor a
ceremonial resolution to be presented
to the team and coaches during a
session of the General Assembly in
the coming months.

UC TECH Offers Free
Technical Education
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Vocational-Technical High
School, located at Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, will once again offer
free technical education to high-
school juniors and seniors on a shared-
time bases for the 2007-2008 school
year.

Shared-time means that students
attend their home high school for part
of the day, taking required academics
and UC TECH for the remainder of
the day, majoring in a technical pro-
gram.

Students can choose from a variety
of technical programs, including Al-
lied Health, Auto Collision, Baking,
Graphic Communications and Weld-
ing.

Along with classroom/shop train-
ing, UC TECH offers programs like
school-to-work, where students gain
real-world experience. By success-
fully completing specific UC TECH
courses, graduates can also earn tu-
ition-free college credits in a number
of program areas.

To receive an application or to en-
roll, please call (908) 889-8288, ex-
tension no. 341.

WF’s Bakst Captains
Mo-Beard Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – Morristown-Beard

School held its 17th annual blood
drive on February 28, conducted by
New Jersey blood Services.

This winter, the school’s drive had
a total of 104 donations drawn, in-
cluding apheresis/platelet donors.
One of the student captains for the
event included Andrew Bakst of
Westfield.
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From the Office of Theodore Romankow
Union County Prosecutor

Prosecutor’s Corner Superintendent’s Journal:
Budget Vote on April 17

COUNTY – Enrique Coropuna
Huaman will appear in Union County
Superior Court on April 30 almost
15 years after the crimes he is ac-
cused of committing, the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office has an-
nounced. Huaman faces robbery, at-
tempted murder and weapons
charges for shooting a Linden police
officer in 1992 after robbing a Lin-
den jewelry store.

Huaman arrived at Newark Liberty
International Airport on a non-stop
flight from his native Lima, Peru.
With him was Linden Detective Frank
Leporino, who has dogged Huaman’s
steps since he was assigned the case
more than 14 years ago, according to
the prosecutor’s office.

“Not a day has gone by that I
haven’t thought about catching this
man. Now that he is back on U.S.
soil where he will face justice, I can
take down the ‘wanted’ poster that’s
been hanging over my desk for 14
years,” Det. Leporino said.

Huaman was one of Union
County’s most wanted criminals for
the shooting of 28-year-old Linden
Police Officer Alvaro Goncalves in
1992. According to authorities,
Goncalves responded to a silent
alarm from the Kornspan Jewelry
Co. in Linden shortly after 4 p.m. on
November 11. Three men and a
woman had robbed the jewelry store,
terrorized the employees and were
making their get-away when
Goncalves confronted them, authori-
ties said.

Huaman has been charged with
shooting Goncalves point-blank in
the chest as the four fled. Goncalves
was wearing his bullet-proof vest
and survived the shooting with mi-
nor injuries.

Two of the robbers were appre-
hended the same day — Marco
Crespo and Antonio Molina, both of
Queens. Both were prosecuted.
Crespo received a 25-year sentence,
while Molina served nine years be-
fore being released on parole, ac-
cording to the prosecutor’s office. A
third person involved in the robbery,
Mikaela Contrado of New York, was
arrested in July of 1994 and is serv-
ing a 30-year term.

In June 2003, the prosecutor’s of-
fice said they received confirmation
that Huaman was in custody in Peru.
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow got personally involved
in Huaman’s extradition from Peru.

“This demonstrates how local law
enforcement and county prosecutors’
offices can work with federal agen-

Fugitive Who Shot Cop In

’92 Extradited From Peru

cies and foreign governments to suc-
cessfully return criminals to face
charges in New Jersey. This has been
a long, protracted effort to bring
Huaman to justice. Needless to say,
we will prosecute this case vigor-
ously,” he said.

According to Union County As-
sistant Prosecutor Bruce Holmes, the
cooperation of the Peruvian govern-
ment made the extradition move
smoothly.

John Beasely of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice called the extradition
“one of the first surrenders under a
2001 extradition treaty signed be-
tween the United States and Peru for
the purpose of trial and sentencing.”

For his part, Al Goncalves, now a
detective and still with the Linden
Police Department, is ready to put it
behind him. “It’s been almost 15
years. This provides closure — not
just for me — but for my family as
well.”

Ignoring Probation
Results in Jail Time

Forty-seven year old William Yuhas
of Elizabeth was sentenced last Thurs-
day to four years in prison for violat-
ing his probation.

State Superior Court Judge Joseph
Donohue placed Yuhas on probation
for three years in February 2006 after
he pled guilty to possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose.
According to Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor Colleen Ruppert, the
charge resulted from a drunken ram-
page that the defendant initiated in
his own home on Inslee Place.

“Yuhas used a baseball bat to smash
items in the house and threaten other
residents,” she said. “Judge Donohue
gave him an opportunity to stay out of
jail. All he had to do was report to his
probation officer on a regular basis,
submit to drug and alcohol testing,
provide proof that he was employed
and remain arrest-free. He did none
of those things,” Ruppert stated.

According to Union County Pros-
ecutor Theodore Romankow, viola-
tions of probationary sentences are to
be taken seriously. “When a defen-
dant is placed on probation, it is a
golden opportunity for that person to
show the courts that he or she is
worthy of staying out of jail. When
the defendant blatantly defies his pro-
bation officer, he might as well be
asking for jail time.”

Yuhas has a criminal history of
seven felonies, including robbery,
fraud, aggravated assault and drug
offenses, according to the prosecutor’s
office.

County Moves Child Safety
Inspection to Cranford

By Margaret Hayes,
Superintendent of Schools

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS –Quality edu-
cation matters in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, and I am pleased that our
2007-2008 school budget supports
the rigorous expectations that our
communities have for our schools.

The budget includes additional
teaching positions to maintain effec-
tive class sizes, particularly in the
lower grades. These costs have been
balanced with other reductions so that
our budget meets recently enacted
state mandated constraints.

While the current restrictions on
revenue increases necessitated diffi-
cult choices, our programs remain
strong, and with your support, we
will continue to provide the well-
rounded education that our students
deserve.

The annual school election will
take place on Tuesday, April 17, and
it is important for residents to be-
come familiar with the budget infor-
mation so that they can cast an in-
formed vote on Election Day. Resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will soon receive the district’s news-
letter, Perspective, in the mail.

Budget presentations have taken
place in all eight of our schools and at
the Scotch Plains Library. The
Fanwood Library will host a budget
program on Saturday, April 14, at 10
a.m., and I look forward to meeting
with citizens and answering your
questions about the budget. You may
also call our Budget Hotline at (908)
889-9665.

The board of education initially
developed a first draft of the budget
using the state cap on spending, as
had been done for many years. How-
ever, new state legislation signed into
law on April 4 requires that school
district budgets, even if they are un-
der the spending cap, are now held to
a 4-percent property tax levy restric-
tion.

The result is that our 2007-2008
budget has a revenue cap, rather than
a spending cap. This revenue cap has
hit our district and many others very
hard.

Although our first budget draft was
under cap, with the new regulations,
the SP-F board eventually had to cut
nearly $1.9 million from the pro-
posed budget.

These cuts have been made in pro-
posed spending, as well as in current
programs. With recommendations
from the administration, the board
spread reductions across district op-
erations, impacting as little as pos-
sible on our students and classroom
instruction.

Within the proposed budget, we

will continue to focus on student learn-
ing; maintain current class size ranges;
add five new positions for growing
enrollment; purchase new texts, in-
structional materials and equipment;
support our sports, music and co-
curricular programs; meet state and
federal mandates and contractual ob-
ligations; and continue a strong pro-
fessional development program.

In addition to voting on the school
budget and electing the candidates
for the board of education, citizens
will also be voting on a special bond
referendum for turf fields and track
replacement.

It is important to note that this
proposed bond is outside the 4-per-
cent budget cap, which means it takes
nothing away from the allowable bud-
get spending. The turf field proposal
will help future budgets because the
school budget has not been able to
provide the maintenance that is
needed to keep the fields in good
shape for the heavy use they receive.

We are fortunate to have funding
offered by community groups to help
us pay for this improvement. With
their help, this field improvement will
never be as affordable as it is now.

The board believes that the pro-
posed budget balances the needs of
the district’s students and the inter-
ests of local taxpayers. The 5,466
students in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public schools are counting
on all registered voters to become
informed about the budget and to cast
their ballots on April 17.

WESTFIELD – Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski an-
nounced that the Union County Child
Safety Inspection Station has moved
to the former Shade Tree Division at
151 Kenilworth Boulevard, near
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. The
hours of operation will remain the
same, Wednesday and Thursday from
7 to 10:30 a.m.

“This is an invaluable service. It is
estimated that 85 percent of all child
safety seats are installed incorrectly,”
said Ms. Kowalski. “The child safety
seat program teaches parents how to
properly install your child’s car seat.
In some instances the county will
provide a new seat to replace an old,
unsafe one.”

Response to this program has been
overwhelmingly positive. Parents of-
ten write to praise the program. Re-
cently one parent wrote: “I was ex-
tremely pleased with the service and
have recommended it to everyone. I
hope you will continue to offer this
wonderful program and ensure that
parents are making their kids as safe
as possible in the car.”

Union County initiated the child
safety seat program in 1998 with the
NJ Division of Highway Traffic
Safety. This initiative was established
in Union County to focus on the
importance of motor vehicle passen-
ger safety, especially involving in-
fants and small children.

“The move has allowed the pro-
gram to operate in a more centrally
located position in Union County,”
said Dan Vaniska, Union County Po-
lice Chief. “It is hoped that our new
central location will enhance par-
ticipation by making the service more
accessible to all communities in
Union County.”

The program has run over 8 years
and is distinguished as one of the
most successful child safety seat pro-
grams in the State of New Jersey.
Since the inception of this county-
wide public safety program, more
than 35,000 child safety seat inspec-
tions have been conducted by the
county police.

For more information about the
Child Safety Seat Inspection, con-
tact Captain Jeff Foulks at (908)
276-3658 or program coordinator
Christine Marcantonio at (908) 789-
6830.

PERFECTION…The eight Westfield High School seniors include, from left to
right, seated: Benjamin Maimon (Math 2); Arielle Smelkinson (Literature 2);
Jaiming Guan (Critical Reading); Matthew Renart (Critical Reading); and
standing: Matan Shavit (Math 2); Kate Kovalenko (Critical Reading, Writing,
and Math 2); William Harbaugh (Math), and Josh Wasserman (Math).

8 WHS Seniors Score
Perfect 800 on SAT
WESTFIELD – the College

Board has notified Dennis Fyffe,
interim principal of Westfield
High School, that eight seniors
have scored a perfect 800 on
SAT1 or SAT2 tests administered
in October and November 2006.

Approximately one-half of 1
percent of the more than 1.4 mil-
lion students taking the SAT
score a perfect 800.

In congratulating the students,
Mr. Fyffe wrote, “I would like to
commend you for this outstand-
ing achievement. It speaks vol-
umes about your abilities and
your commitment to your edu-
cation.” Garwood VFW to Hold

Flea Market Saturday
GARWOOD – VFW Post 6807 of

Garwood–Westfield and the ladies
auxiliary will hold a flea market on
April 14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Post home at 221 South Avenue in
Garwood. New and used items and
crafts will be sold.

A kitchen will be available for ven-
dors. Additional vendors are welcome
at a cost of $20 per space or $25 if
electricity is required.

For additional information, call
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.
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MAKING MUSIC TOGETHER…In Melanie Whitney’s music class at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, third graders Cecily D’Amore of Westfield,
left, and Abigail Ren of Edison practice playing the xylophone for a spring concert
performance on Thursday, May 10. Cecily is the daughter of Anthony and
Tammy D’Amore of Westfield. Their son, Logan, also attends the independent
school.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey to transfer to World Entertain-
ment Group, Inc. trading as Vienna 60 for
premises located at 375 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 the Ple-
nary Retail Consumption License #2016-
33-004-003 heretofore issued to Ray Ric
Corp.

The person who will hold interest in this
license is Augustine Caruso, 20 LaCosta
Drive, Annandale, New Jersey 08801.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Barbara Riepe,
Municipal Clerk of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

A hearing is scheduled before the Scotch
Plains Township Council on this matter for
May 1, 2007 at 8:00 P.M.

Applicant:
World Entertainment Group, Inc.

Augustine Caruso
375 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
2 T - 4/12/07 &
4/19/07, The Times Fee: $ 48.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that CoolVines, Westfield
LLC trading as CoolVines has applied to
the Mayor and Council of the Town of
Westfield for a Place to Place transfer of
license, to be situated at 23 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, the Plenary Retail
Distribution License 2020-44-010-006.

The person who will hold interest in this
license is Ouida E. Censits of 91 Moore
Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Claire J. Gray,
Municipal Clerk of the Town of Westfield,
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Submitted by:
CoolVines, Westfield LLC

247 Nassau Street, Suite 201
Princeton, New Jersey 08542

2 T - 4/5/07 &
4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Janu-
ary 22, 2007, Municipal Building, first floor
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue at
7:45 pm to hear the Waiver of Site Plan
application for World Entertainment Group,
Inc./BZI Inc. for 375 Park Avenue, Block
1601, Lot 6 who propose to open a coffee
house/lounge with liquor license. The fol-
lowing Variances are requested:

Section 23-3.11(d)1-Truck loading and
unloading; Required: Provided on the prop-
erty; Proposed: None

Section 23-3.11(3)d-Off-street parking;
Required: 21 spaces; Proposed: 1 space

Section 23-2.3(l)7-Off-street parking
applicable to all zones; Off-street parking
shall be provided on the same lot as in-
tended to serve…..; Required: 20 spaces
@ $5,000 per space

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 5, 2007, the following deci-
sions of the Board were memorialized:

Approved, a Use Variance and Prelimi-
nary and Final Site Plan approval for
Charlie Brown’s Restaurant for 2376
North Avenue, Block 8301, Lot 8 to permit
the reconstruction of the former restaurant
which was destroyed by fire.

Approved, a Variance for Michael and
Jody Abadir to permit the construction of a
two-story addition at 366 Evergreen Blvd.,
Block 3005, Lot 11.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
to the Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 08-08 CUSTODIAN SUPPLIES FOR

THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MAY 22, 2007 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $70.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that Ordi-
nance #BOH 1-2007 entitled,

“AN ORDINANCE ESTAB-
LISHING A FEE SCHEDULE
FOR VITAL STATISTICS OF
THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF
WESTFIELD AND AMENDING
EXISTING BOARD OF
HEALTH ORDINANCES”

was adopted by the Westfield Board of
Health at a regular meeting held on April 9,
2007.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after publication as required by
law.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $18.87
PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance, of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield Board of Health at a regular
meeting held on April 9, 2007. The Board of Health will further consider the same for final
passage on May 7, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in the Conference Room
on the first floor of the Westfield Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at which time and place members of the public will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis, Board Secretary
BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE # BOH 2 - 2007

An Ordinance by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union to
amend Ordinance # 2 - 2004 entitled

“GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey that Board of Health Ordinance # BOH 2 - 2004 entitled as above is
amended as follows:

Section I. Commencing January 1, 2008 the fee for the issuance of dog or cat license
shall be as follows:

Dog/Cat (Altered)  - $ 15.00 per license
Dog/Cat (Non-altered)  - $ 21.00 per license
Late Charge  - $ 20.00 per license
Duplicate License  - $ 10.00 per license

Section II. Dogs used as guides for blind persons and commonly know as “Seeing Eye”
dogs shall be licensed and registered as other dogs hereinabove provided, except that
the owner or keeper of such dogs shall not be required to pay any fee.

Section III. Severability. If any provision or portion of a provision of this Ordinance is
held to be unconstitutional, pre-empted by Federal or State Law, or otherwise invalid by
any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of the Ordinance shall not
be invalidated. In any case where a provision of this Chapter is found to be in conflict with
a regulation of the State Department of Health, Department of Law and Public Safety,
Division of Consumer Affairs, or any other state law or regulation, the provision which
establishes the higher standard for the promotion and protection of the health and safety
of the people shall prevail.

Section IV. Repealer. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, which are inconsistent
with any provisions of this Ordinance, are hereby repealed as to the extent of such
inconsistencies.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after publication as required by law.
Copies of the proposed Ordinance # BOH 2-2007 are available for review between the

hours of 9:00 am – 4:00 pm or by appointment, at the offices of the Westfield Regional
Health Department 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07902.
1 T - 4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $71.40

Meet a Menagerie of Wildlife
On Earth Day, Sun., April 22

WALLABY’S WORLD…Mammal specialist Travis Gale introduces a wallaby to
Caroline and Christian Culp of Scotch Plains last year at Trailside Nature and
Science Center.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The public
can celebrate Earth Day at Trailside
Nature and Science Center’s newly
renovated Visitor Center with state-
of-the-art “touch me” exhibits.

Bring the entire family to the 17th
annual Wildlife Sunday event pre-
sented by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders on April 22 from
noon to 5 p.m.

Featured at this year’s Wildlife
Sunday is “Mammal Mania” at 12:30
p.m. and again at 3 p.m. with mam-
mal specialist Travis Gale. Those at-

tending will explore the habitats and
behaviors of this popular class of
animals. Live mammals from around
the world will be on hand to highlight
special adaptations and predator-prey
relationships.

Melanie Reding, of the Marine
Mammal Stranding Center in Brig-
antine, will present “New Jersey’s
Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles”
at 1:45 p.m. The public can discover
which creatures can be found in our
state and learn about the dangers
they face. Find out how the Marine
Mammal Stranding Center helps sick
and injured marine wildlife.

Opportunities for children and their
adults to enjoy guided nature walks
with a quick planting project to ben-
efit local wildlife, to take a bird-
watching walk with a member of the
Greater Watchung Nature Club or
learn about local snakes and turtles
with a Trailside Park Naturalist will
be offered throughout the afternoon.

Free face painting will be on going
and the Newark Bait and Fly Casting
Club will stage casting contests
throughout the afternoon. For an addi-
tional fee, children’s crafts will be

available or patrons can visit Noah’s
Ark Animal Workshop of Princeton to
build their own “wild” stuffed animal.

Admission to Wildlife Sunday is
$3 per person; children ages 6 and
younger are admitted free. Trailside
Nature and Science Center, located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

For additional information about
Wildlife Sunday, upcoming events at
Trailside or for spring and summer
program information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

OPENING THIS WEEK…Barbara Guidi and Kenard Bunkley star in Shirley
Lauro’s drama Open Admissions presented by The Theater Project, Union
County College’s Professional Theater Company, located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford from today, April 12, through April 28. Staged by Artistic
Director Mark Spina, the cast also includes Daaimah Talley, Gary Glor, Debbie
Pires, Treasure Moultrie, Renee Francisgetti, Edward Vincino, Ann Castellano,
Phil Ikenger and Rebecca Moore. Open Admissions centers on a disenchanted
urban college speech professor and her brilliant, but illiterate, black student, who
dreams of a racially equal education to help him achieve that dream.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its April 9, 2007 meeting for the following
applications heard at its March 12, 2007
meeting:

Richard & Eileen Passananti, 841
Shackamaxon Drive, Applicant seeks
permission to construct an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Section 11.07E
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum front yard setback of
10 feet. Proposed is 9 feet 1 inch. Applica-
tion approved February 9, 2006; memori-
alized March 13, 2006. Applicant seeks an
extension of variance approval. Exten-
sion approved.

Glen Berry, 24 Barchester Way, Appli-
cant seeks permission to retain existing
driveway contrary to Section 17.05A of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application ap-
proved.

Eric Kettleson, 26 Stoneleigh Park,
Applicant seeking permission to erect a 6
foot wrought iron fence surrounding a
swimming pool contrary to section 13.02D5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.

AHB Enterprises, LLC, 462 West
Broad Street, Applicant seeking site plan
approval to construct a covered stairway
from the rear of the second floor to grade
as an additional means of egress. Appli-
cant seeks variances from the following
sections of the Land Use Ordinance:

Section 11.12A – Permitted uses do not
include a day care facility.

Section 11.12E10 – Maximum allow-
able coverage by buildings & structures is
20%. Present is 38%. Proposed is 39%.

Section 11.12E11 – Maximum allow-
able coverage by all improvements is 50%.
Present is 67%. Proposed is 68%. Appli-
cation approved.

James & Christine Ryan, 160 Cottage
Place, Applicant seeking permission to
install an in-ground pool contrary to sec-
tions 13.02D3 and 13.02H1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application denied.

Bharat Shah, 1026 Ripley Avenue,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a first floor addition to the rear of the house
contrary to section 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.

The Town Book Store, LLC (Anne
Laird) 270 East Broad Street, Applicant
seeking permission to erect two additional
signs (for a total of four signs) on a third
side of the building contrary to section
16.04E1 and 16.04E2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved as
amended.

Michael Fernandez, 12 Sandra Circle,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a front porch on the house contrary to
section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Eric Judka, 568 First Street, Applicant
seeking permission to install an 8 feet x 10
feet shed in the rear yard contrary to
section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application denied.

Kenny & Felice Band, 301 Vernon
Place, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a porch on the front of the house
and a mudroom at the rear entrance, con-
trary to Sections 11.09E5, 12.04F1, and
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cation approved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/10/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Sprinfield Avenue over NJ Transit Morristown Line, Contract No. UNI985270;
Bridge Rehabilitation; City of Summit, 100 % State; Union County, DP  NO: 07122

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624
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Foster to Launch New
Children’s Book in SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – “T: An Auto-
Biography,” a new children’s book by
Feather Schwartz Foster aimed at
eight to 13-year-old (or grades 3 to 8)
will be formally launched at the
Scotch Plains Library at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains on Saturday,
April 21, from 1 to 2:30 p.m.

The Friends of the Scotch Plains
Library and the New Jersey Writers’
Society will sponsor the event, which
is free and open to the public.

There will be door prizes and re-
freshments. “The book is a real auto-
biography,” said Foster. “It’s about a
Model-T Ford, along the same lines
as Black Beauty. It tells of the life and
times of the card from its ‘birth’ –
right off Henry Ford’s assembly line
in the early 1920s, through the Roar-
ing Twenties, the Depression, World
War II, a stint as a demolition derby
car in the 1950s – and beyond.”

“T: An Auto-Biography” is illus-
trated by Kathe Gogolewski, who has
been a professional muralist and cari-
caturist for more than 20 years.

“T: An Auto-Biography” is Foster’s
first children’s book, although she
has written more than a dozen
children’s musical shows, which have
been performed numerous times
throughout the state.

She has also written two historical
fiction novels, “LADIES: A Conjec-
ture of Personalities” and “Garfield’s
Train.”

She will sign copies of her book.
Joyce Faulkner, a representative of
Red Engine Press, the book’s pub-
lisher, will also attend.

“T: An Auto-Biography” is avail-
able at online and retail bookstores for
$9.95. Inscribed and autographed cop-
ies are also available by visiting the
author’s website at featherfoster.com.

VACNJ Offers Spring
Summer Classes in Summit
SUMMIT – Registration is ongo-

ing for the Spring/Summer session of
classes and workshops at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, located at
68 Elm Street in Summit.

More than 200 classes and work-
shops in all media, for all levels of
experience, and for all ages are of-
fered in this 10-week session. Classes
are offered Monday through Thurs-
day from morning until night, on Fri-
days until early evening, and on Sat-
urday mornings.

Some of the class and workshop
highlights in the new session include
Painting-Oil or Acrylic with Todd
Doney, where still-lifes will be used
to explore traditional painting tech-
niques.

Exploring the Still Life in Pastels
with Maceo Mitchell will help stu-
dents discover the intricacies of the
classic still-life through the painterly
medium of pastels.

In the watercolor medium, Begin-
ner Chinese Brush Painting will fo-
cus on the landscape and traditional
motifs and is actually appropriate for
all experience levels.

The Potter’s Garden is a special
subject class designed for gardeners,
potters, and anyone willing to get
their hands dirty. Using hand-build-
ing techniques, students will create
distinctive plant markers, flowerpots,
window boxes, birdhouses and more.

Registration for the seven-week
summer camp program at the VACNJ
is also ongoing. Camp begins July 9
and is offered in weekly sessions for
both children and teens. An extended
day camp program is also available
for those who need it.

For more information on classes,
workshops, and camp, call (908) 273-
9121 or visit artcenternj.org.

Brunner Students Demo
Art at Hands-On Exhibit

SCOTCH PLAINS – Symmetrical
butterfly shapes, 3-D box puppets,
abstract painting and foil mask em-
bossing were among some of the art
techniques demonstrated by students
of Brunner Elementary School at this
year’s Art Exhibit 2007. The event
was held on Wednesday, March 28,
from 7 to 8:15 p.m.

Students in kindergarten through
fourth grades demonstrated a variety
of art techniques and media repre-
senting many of the lessons and ac-
tivities that are part of the school’s art
program.

“Children at this age really love art
and this event is a way for them to
share their creative ideas with the
Brunner school community,” said
Dolores Staiano, art teacher at
Brunner Elementary School. “We had
an excellent turn-out this year and the
student volunteers did a terrific job
showing off their talents.”

Student volunteers demonstrated a
variety of three-dimensional art dur-
ing the evening event. Two-dimen-

sional artwork created by students
throughout the school year was dis-
played in the school corridors and
classrooms.

The following art techniques were
demonstrated:

Kindergarten: Collage/Mixed Me-
dia, Ginger Bread Figures

Grade 1: Lion King Puppet Faces,
Ceramic Facial Expressions, Sym-
metrical Butterfly Shapes

Grade 2: Paper Spring Sculpture,
3-D Box Puppets, Paper Weaving,
George Washington Portraits

Grade 3: Mask Creations,
Styrofoam Floral Reliefs, Impression-
istic Autumn Trees, Abstract Sculp-
ture, Basic Yarn Weaving, Totem
Poles, Watercolor Landscape Paint-
ing Stained Glass Window Design,
Abstract Painting

Grade 4: Coiled Clay Pottery,
Drawing “Three Musicians,” Round
Loom Weaving, Creative Cartoon
Dinosaur Drawing, Foil Mask Em-
bossing, Coiled Ceramic Sculpture,
Paper Mache Pumpkins

BRUNNER TALENT ON DISPLAY…Letizia Macchini, Abbey Ziobro and
Danielle Scheu, pictured from left to right, stand with their art teacher, Dolores
Staiano, in front of art created by their classmates at Brunner Elementary School
in Scotch Plains. Students there had an opportunity to demonstrate art techniques
and media at the Art Exhibit 2007, held on March 28.

The Lizard Guys
Return With Friends
AREA – The Lizard Guys will in-

troduce children to the world of ex-
otic animals at the Springfield Free
Public Library.

The Guys will educate children in
the proper care and handling of these
animals, including where the animals
come from, what they eat, how they
hide and protect themselves and how
they differ from humans. All partici-
pating animals are non-venomous.
This program is recommended for
ages five and older.

The event will take place on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7 p.m. in the museum.

The library is located at 66 Mountain
Avenue. For information, call the Youth
Services Department at (973) 376-4930.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

WANTED TO BUY

OLD FISHING/HUNTING ITEMS
Rods, Reels, Lures, Art,

Decoys, Books
and Related Items.

(908) 233-1654

HELP WANTED

Established Northern NJ Limo
Service needs experienced
owner/operators in Union County.
Black Lincoln Town Car, 2004 or
newer. Call Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm

(973) 812-2981

PARTY COORDINATOR WANTED

Earn P/T Income coordinating
parties for new meal planning
service in Westfield, NJ. Log on to
www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net
for more information.

FUNDRAISING VOLUNTEERS

Looking for a fun, easy way to
raise money for any type of non-
profit organization. Log on to
www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net
for more information.

HELP WANTED

Flexible P/T & F/T positions
available for new meal planning
service opening in Westfield,NJ.

Log on to
www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net
and go to “about us” and “Join

the Team” then follow
instructions.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager

 (908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume  (908) 232-1697

HOUSECLEANING

Houses, Small Offices
Excellent References, 14 years
Experience, Own Transportation
Laundry Availible, Very reliable.

Call Kate (908) 868-0371 SUMMER LIFEGUARDS WANTED

Great working environ. in
Scotch Plains, flex hrs.,

competitive pay. Cert. required.
Send enquiries to

rrivera@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800 x219.

AUTO FOR SALE

LOADED! ’04 HNDA Acrd
2DR V6, Orig. Owner, Spoiler,
34Kmi, 6 disc in dash, XM, Fog
Lights, Moon Roof, Spacious
trunk, Pwr everything - FWD, $17K

(908) 456-0726

SLATE SIDEWALK WANTED

Replacing your slate or bluestone
sidewalk with concrete? I will buy
your large unbroken pieces and
pick them up. Best prices paid.

(908) 608-0828

DINING ROOM FURNITURE

Queen Anne, early 1970’s by
Baker, in like new condition.
Mahogany, 70" oval pedestal
table, 8 chairs, 2 sideboards.
Includes 3 leaves & table pads.
Seats 18 when fully extended.
$4900. Will email photos.

Call (508) 221-1791 or
email: RSSLKS@pobox.com

MATTRESS SETS

Queen $125, King $195
Brand new w/warranty

still in plastic, can deliver.
Call (732) 259-6690

ESTATE SALE

ESTATE SALE
1134 Midwood Dr, Rahway

Sat. 4/14/07, 10-5 PM
some antiques

UNFURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Super location for
this 3-4 Bedroom apt. with huge
Family Rm, off-street parking,
laundry facilities & much more.
$1900 per month.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

DRIVERS

Great Pay/Hometime!
Co. Pd. Vac/Holidays/Benefits/

CDL-A 1yr exp.
O/OP’s Reg. Lic. or CDL

(800) 331-8065 x 127 EOE

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Scotch Plains, By owner. Best
Buy. Avail 4BR Ranch, 3 Bth Huge
Fam Rm. On cul-de-sac. Must be
seen. Great neighborhood $615K.

Call (908) 789-9140
or (908) 451-9607

OPEN HOUSES 1-4PM SUNDAY

WESTFIELD - 12 North Wickom
Drive, Tamaques Area! New
home, Unique European Styling!
Has 3,800 Sq ft! Now offered at
$1,295,000!
WESTFIELD - 696 Rahway
Avenue, Handsome new
Traditional, 3,900 Sq ft, 5Brs, 3.5
baths. Now offered at $1,399,000.

Visual tours at
www.eravillagegreen.com

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN

MOUNTAINSIDE
4 Greenwood Rd, 1-5 pm

Dir: New Providence to Hillside,
rt on Mtnview, rt on Greenwood.
Featured on early cover of BH&G,
4 bdr colonial, 2 + 2 baths, 3 frps,
brick & stone construction, slate
roof, low Mtsd taxes, 0.733 acre,
$1,050,000  (908) 654-1407

HOUSE FOR SALE

Active Adult Community
MLS#20707126 photos

Four Seasons@South Knolls, Jack-
son, NJ-near beaches, GSP, NJT-
exit 22 off 195 Stunning club house,
pools, great people. (732) 979-7334

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft

Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

Beautifully updated 2B, 2.5B
townhouse w/office, studio loft,
+ 2 car garage! Easy walk to
NYC train, bus, downtown
Westfield, schools. HW flrs.,
new SS App.’s, CA, new W/D,
newly painted int. Offered at
$529,900.

See you 1-4:00 PM at
418 B Rahway Ave,

Westfield. (908) 600-3240
Michael Farella, Realtor

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 4/15

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

HOUSE FOR SALE

WESTFIELD - Charming Northside
3 bdrm, 1.5 bth, 7 room, CH
Colonial w/walk up attic. Walk to
school and town. Asking
$999,900. Call (908) 232-3733

www.minterweb.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

PRICE REDUCED $429K FSBO
N. Edison Timberline End Unit.
3BR, 2.5 Baths, beaut. floors

Move-In Condition!
Open House - Sun 4/15, 1-4pm
Call (908) 723-1164 Princ. Only

SPRINGFIELD - TOWNHOUSE

OPEN HOUSE ON SUNDAYS 1-5
or call for appt. (973) 467-1348.
3611 Park Place. Premier
location, move in cond, many
upgrds, gated comm, CAC, 2 zone
heat, gar, hw flrs, 3BR, 2.5 bths,
EIK, LR, DR. FR w/gasfpl, Loft,
finished bsmt. All offers
considered. $492,900.

OFFICE SALE

Furniture, New Phone
System, Desks, etc.

4/18, 4/19, 4/20 11-5 PM
383 Park Ave. Scotch Plains

(908) 322-4700

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Linden, NJ - Design & inspect
foundations, reinforced concrete,
steel, masonry, & timber structures
using knowledge of advanced
structural analysis. Perform 3-D
modeling, structural analysis, final
reports, plans & specifications for
structural design projects. Req.:
MS in CivilStructural Engg w/1 yr
of exp. Familiar w/ structural
software (RAM & ETABS). Send
resume to LMW Engineering
Group, LLC., 2539 Brunswick
Ave., Linden, NJ 07036

TENNIS INSTRUCTOR

Nomahegan Swim & Tennis Club
has a position available for a
Tennis Instructor to run our well-
attended tennis program on our
6 newly renovated courts from
June 18 until August 11. The
qualified person must be able to
teach individuals from age 4
to adult. Class schedules include
morning and afternoon classes
Mon. thru Fri. and Sat. morning,
adult clinic from 9 to 11.

Please contact Terry Macri at
Noma@WestfieldNJ.com

SR. ACCT / ASST. CONTR.

Candidate should be a self starter,
able to work on their own. Have
experience in all phases of
monthly closings, performing
account analysis and bank
reconciliations. Have a
background in small to medium
companies. Public experience and
knowledge of MAS 90 is a plus.
Salary will be comensorate with
experience. We offer a full range
of benefits, including stock option
plan and 401k. Office is located in
Union County. Fax resume to

(908) 845-0385

INTERIOR DECORATING

Spectacular & Affordable
Window Treatment
Interior Decorating

by professional designer.
Free consultation - Local references

(732) 726-0241

A-1 CLEANING LADY $85-100

Move In/Out, Party Cleanup,
Special Projects, Baseboards to
Windows, etc. Hauling, Removal
of Unwanted Lite Household Items/
Estate Sale Cleanouts. Call in
Advance. (908) 822-2043 7dys/24hrs

Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

Call for a FREE Estimate
on Additions or Renovations

to your home!

Call Debbie Jacobs: 732-309-0919

Ideal
Contracting, Inc.

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Fully Insured NJ Pest Lic# 99066A

Landscape Construction LLC 

• Interlocking Brick Walks,

   Patios & Driveways

• Shrub & Tree Installation

• Grading / Drainage

• New Sod & Seed Lawns

• Complete Grounds Care

908-232-1630
Westfield, NJ

Residential & Commercial

Ince

Residential & Commercial Free Estimates • Fully Insured

RUDY CUOCO JR.
MASON CONTRACTOR, LLC

3rd Generation

CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS • SIDEWALKS • PATIOS

BRICK & BLOCK STEPS • CHIMNEYS

RETAINING WALLS • INTERLOCKING PAVERS

ADDITIONS • REPAIR WORK • ETC.

PHONE:  (732) 634-8890 CELL: (732) 770-1081

Rubbish Removal / Clean-ups

Basements • Attics • Yards

Demolition • Residential Contractors

Commercial Accounts Welcome

Containers Available (10 – 40 yards)

ABBA Disposal

Free Estimates – 24 Hour Service

908-561-4844

Westfield  • 908-232-1817
Residential & Commercial

Advanced Cooling
Air Conditioning  •  Heating  •  Refrigeration

Sheet Metal
Programmable Thermostats

Duct Cleaning
Duct Sanitizing

Walk-in Refrigeration
Freezer Repair

Electric Air Cleaners
Humidifiers

Residenital Commercial

A&J
Painting

20 Years Experience

Interior & Exterior

Powerwashing:

House & Decks

Seal & Stain

732-388-0717
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Lic. & Regist.  13VH00608200

Union County Offers
History Grant Workshop

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring a free grant-writing workshop
for Union County-based historical so-
cieties, historic house museums, li-
braries and similar organizations seek-
ing funding for a history program or
project through the Fiscal Year 2008
Union County History Grant Program.

The workshop will be held from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Monday, April 23,
at 300 North Avenue East in Westfield.

Groups with ideas for a special
project or program related to Union
County’s 150th Anniversary Celebra-
tion (1857-2007) are especially en-
couraged to attend and to take advan-
tage of this funding opportunity.

Workshop participants will learn how
to develop and write a quality history
grant proposal for a project or program
that teaches and promotes better under-
standing of and appreciation for Union
County and New Jersey history. Pro-
grams or projects must be presented or
completed during the period Septem-

ber 1, 2007 through August 31, 2008.
The maximum request for a Gen-

eral Operating Support (GOS) grant
is $7,500 and available only to Union
County-based history organizations.
Other nonprofits may request Special
Project Grants up to $5,000 to expand
their history programming. The funds
are awarded on a competitive basis.

Funds from the History Grant Pro-
gram can support activities such as
photo exhibitions focused on notable
Union County historic figures or
events; lectures; conservation and
preservation of historical materials;
Civil War re-enactors; honorariums
for guest presenters or speakers; and
oral history projects.

To confirm attendance at the April 23
workshop or receive more information,
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth 07202 or call
(908) 436-2912. New Jersey Relay us-
ers dial 711. The office can be reached
via e-mail at culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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WF Symphony Friends
To Feature Unique Home

WESTFIELD – One of the impor-
tant local homes selected by the
Friends of Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra for their 23rd Annual Tour of
Notable Homes on Saturday, May 5,
is a distinguished contemporary in-
dicative of its owners’ ancestry, cul-
ture and education that also features a
surprise.

The formal rooms of the home are
furnished in Belgian antiques, an ar-
ray of Flemish and Dutch paintings
dating to the 19th century and Orien-
tal and Persian rugs.

There is a collection of military
medals including a medal, which dates
back to the Napoleonic Period. The
family room, media center and study
for the lady of the house feature the
kind of white-on-white couches the

residents can sink into after a busy day.
Sharon Zydney, co-chair of the tour,

which raises funds for Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra, said, “The home is
so charming that visitors are astounded
by the change of pace and technology
offered by a heated lap pool and two
waterfalls on the east side of the fam-
ily room. The homeowners really
thought out-of-the-box when they de-
signed this space.”

For the enjoyment of those who
join the tour on May 5, Classical
pianist and Friends member Shaung
Guo-Wroe will play the baby grand
piano also located in this unique fam-
ily room.

Plants for Mother’s day giving will
be available for purchase in the mag-
nificent gardens to the rear of this
outstanding home.

“Every year, we look to the Friends
of the Symphony to help us fund our
needs not covered by ticket sales,”
David Wroe, music director of the
WSO. “The symphony and the com-
munity, really, owe a huge debt to The
Friends.”

Tickets for the Tour of Notable
Homes are $25 if purchased prior to
May 5, when the price will be $30.

Tickets to the tour can be purchased
in Westfield at the office of the WSO,
at Poppyfields, The Town Bank loca-
tions, Baron’s Drugs, The Town Book
Store, Coldwell Banker Realtors,
Burgdorff Realtors and Weichert Re-
altors. In Mountainside tickets are
available at Christoffer’s Florist.
Irma’s Hallmark has tickets available
in Fanwood, and in Cranford tickets
are on sale at Martin Jewelers.

The public is advised to purchase
their tickets early to this perennially
sold-out event.

BID FOR A PARTY…A highlight of the silent auction at the annual Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) Gala is bidding on having a party, with the WSO
board members doing all the work. In March, WSO board member and chair of
the Friends of the Symphony Carole Leone, above, helped prepare and serve hors
d’oeuvres for the guests. Maestro David Wroe and his pianist wife, Shuang Guo,
entertained the successful bidders and their guests while other Board members
served the guests. The auction is part of the gala scheduled for Shackamaxon
Country Club on April 28. Call (908) 232-9400 for information and reservations.

It’s ‘Batters Up’ for Former
WF Resident Sally Cook

NATIONAL PASTTIME…Former Westfield resident Sally Cook, author of
“Hey Batta Batta Swing! The Wild Old Days of Baseball” attended New York
Yankees opening day on April 2, where 1,000 copies of her book were given away
in gift bags. Above, Ms. Cook and Yankee legend Yogi Berra hold up a book.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Ever wonder what
the game of baseball was like before
it became a national past time? Know
which team was the first to put num-
bers on the players’ uniforms? Or
how the Pittsburgh Pirates got their
name?

The answers to these questions and
many others can be fond in a picture
book co-authored by former resident
and Westfield High School graduate
Sally Cook.

“Hey Batta Batta Swing! The Wild
Old Days of Baseball” was released
just in time for the 2007 baseball
season.

Co-written by James Charlton and
illustrated by Ross MacDonald, “Hey
Batta Batta Swing!” is full of quirky
tidbits of baseball trivia that are infor-
mative as well as entertaining, yet
written with a humorous slant.

The book is also filled with the
wild and wacky baseball vocabulary
insiders use to describe various base-
ball plays.

A home run, for example is a
“dinger,” while an easy fly ball is
called a “can of corn.”

Although written and illustrated in
a picture book format, “Hey Batta
Batta Swing!” will appeal to more
than just young readers.

“Its art and retro feel make it a book

for all ages,” said Ms. Cook, whose
family moved to Westfield when she
was in the fourth grade, and who
recalls playing softball on a ball field
on the north end of town.

Another happy memory Westfield
brings to mind for the author involves
spending time at Westfield Memorial
Library.

“When you grow up in [an intellec-
tual] town like Westfield, the library
is the center of many activities. I
spent a lot of time there,” she remem-
bered.

A lover of baseball since she was a
child, Ms. Cook came to coauthor
“Hey Batta, Batta Swing!” when she
was asked to write a children’s base-
ball book by her agent, Holly McGee,
while both were at a Yankees game
about ten years ago.

The author has other books to her
credit as well. She has written “Good
Night, Pillow Fight,” a picture book
bedtime story with a “twist,” suitable
for ages 3 to 8.

“Good Night, Pillow Fight” was
named Best Bedtime Book by “Nick
Jr.” magazine and a Main Selection
of the Children’s Book of the Month
Club.

Ms. Cook has also written a young
adult nonfiction book, “Another Sea-
son: A Coach’s Story of Raising an
Exceptional Son,” which she coau-
thored with Gene Stallings.

Before becoming a children’s book
author, Ms. Cook was a reporter with
the Associated Press and an author of
articles for The New York Times, Fam-
ily Circle, Family Life, Parenting,
McCall’s and Stagebill.

“Hey Batta Batta Swing!” has been
designated a Junior Literary Guild
Selection. One thousand copies were
distributed at the Yankees opening
game on April 2.

The book can be purchased at
Town Book Store. More informa-
tion about Ms. Cook is available
online at pippinproperties.com/
authill/cook/

Union County Continues
To Bring Art to Caregivers

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced the sixth-year renewal of its
program to bring the arts to the homes
of full-time family caregivers of care
recipients older than 60 years old.

“The time and energy-consuming
responsibilities of full-time family
caregivers often prevent them from
participating in the arts they love,”
said Freeholder Chairwoman Bette
Jane Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board. “The talent and diversity of
our artists assures a fulfilling creative
experience for the caregivers.”

The free program will provide art-
ists to come to the caregiver’s home
in a series of visits, bringing art per-
sonalized to suit their individual needs
and interests.

Some examples of visits include:
writers to help document family sto-
ries or teach how to keep a journal;
live musical performances, to share
with friends or each other; portraits
done from life or favorite photo-
graphs; art projects for caregivers and
care recipients to do together; lessons
in drawing, watercolor, keyboard
playing, and drama.

In addition to caring for a family
member, the caregiver may also work
a full-time job outside the home. As
long as the care recipient is older than
60 and both live in Union County, they
are eligible. While focused on the
caregiver, the program can benefit ev-

eryone in the family.
The Office of Cultural and Heritage

Affairs is coordinating this unique pro-
gram, which is made possible by grants
from the Union County Division on
Aging and the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts. The program is free to
caregivers; however, voluntary dona-
tions are gratefully accepted and used
to expand the program.

For more information about arts in
the home, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth
07202. To reach the office by phone,
call (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay users
dial 711. E-mails can be sent to
culturalinfo@ucnj.org

Library Offers
Antiques Appraisal

SPRINGFIELD – On Monday,
April 16, at 7 p.m., Ken Jakupko, of
Ken’s Antiques in Rahway and the
Summit Antiques Center in Summit
will come to the Springfield Free
Public Library to offer appraisals on
objects, which library patrons choose
to present to him. He has had 30 years
of experience as an antique dealer
and will be a valuable resource.

Participants are asked to arrive at
6:30 p.m. to sign in. The number of
items that can be appraised may be
limited according to the time avail-
able, and Mr. Jakupko requests that
each item be tagged or labeled with
the owner’s name and address. Pre-
registration is highly recommended.

The Friends of the Springfield Free
Public Library sponsor this free pro-
gram. Donations to the Friends of the
library are appreciated, and member-
ships are available.

The Springfield Free Public Li-
brary is located at 66 Mountain Av-
enue. For further information, please
call (973) 376-4930.

Oratorio Society
Announces Concert

AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey, under the direction of
Sandor Szabo, will present their
spring concert at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
April 28, at Union Congregational
Church, located at 176 Cooper Av-
enue in Upper Montclair.

The program will feature Carmina
Burana by Carl Orff with profes-
sional soloists Alexis Lum, soprano;
Scott Walters, tenor; and Mark
Fitzgerald Wilson, baritone, of the
Apprentice Chorus of the Newark
Boys Chorus School; all accompa-
nied by organ and orchestra.Tickets
are $15 for general admission and
$12 for seniors and students.

Anyone in interested in the Orato-
rio may call (973) 783-3837 for fur-
ther information or log on to
oratoriosocietynj.org.

SP Residents Take Part
In Masterwork Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Master-

work Chorus and Orchestra will close
its 2006-2007 season with “A German
Requiem” by Johannes Brahms. Scotch
Plains residents Anastasia Carumpalos
and Ann DeCamp, members of Mas-
terwork, will take part in the concert.

Under the baton of Music Director
Andrew Megill, the performance will
take place at Drew University in Madi-
son, in the acoustically ideal concert
hall of the new Dorothy Young Center
for the Arts, located at 36 Madison
Avenue, on Sunday, April 29, at 3 p.m.

Joining Masterwork will be the noted
soloists, Courtenay Budd, soprano and
Brian Mulligan, baritone. Tickets are
$40; Seniors $30. Call Masterwork for
tickets and information at (973) 455-
7008 or visit masterwork.org. Master-
work will also perform the work in
Clinton on the previous Sunday.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17651-04
FILE NO. 9706-06

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
BETH FREED, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS A/K/A NORMAN
SILVERSTEIN;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 US Highway 46
West, DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834,
an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which LITTLENECK, LLC is the
plaintiff and BETH FREED, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-17651-
04 within thirty-five (35) days after April 12,
2007 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
3505, recorded on 1/24/1994, made by
ROBERT A. MACK, Collector of Taxes of
ELIZABETH, and State of New Jersey to
CITY OF ELIZABETH and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, LITTLENECK, LLC.
This covers real estate located in ELIZA-
BETH , County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 0957 BLOCK
3 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH.
and concerns premises commonly known
as 331-333 SOUTH PARK STREET,
ELIZABETH, New Jersey.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF BETH
FREED, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING
FICTITIOUS A/K/A NORMAN
SILVERSTEIN, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
plaintiff has been unable to determine
whether defendant BETH FREED is mar-
ried, and if married, the name of BETH
FREED’s spouse. If BETH FREED is
married, the plaintiff joins JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF BETH FREED, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS
A/K/A NORMAN SILVERSTEIN as a de-
fendant for any possessory or marital rights
you may have.
DATED: April 5, 2007

Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
April 10, 2007 and the 20-day period of
limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as pro-
vided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement.  Copies of the full ordi-
nance are available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s of-
fice for members of the general public who
request the same.  The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE IM-
PROVEMENT OF
JERSEYLAND PARK IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPRO-
PRIATE THE SUM OF
$273,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Improvement of Jerseyland
Park, including, but not limited to, field
expansion, demolition and removal of
structures, landscaping and relocation of
existing facilities and amenities.

Appropriation: $273,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $260,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $ -0-
Section 20 Costs: $20,000
Useful Life: 15 years

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-8108-07
FILE NO. FRZ 85412

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.)  STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
BARRY S. WHITENER, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST

YOU ARE  HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon  ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s  attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey  07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Complaint filed in a civil action, in which
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. is plaintiff, and
Barry S. Whitener, et al., are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division, Union County,
and bearing Docket F-8108-07 within thirty-
five (35) days after 04/12/2007 exclusive
of such date, or if published after 04/12/
2007, (35) days after the actual date of
such publication, exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in Complaint. You shall file your
Answer and proof of service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey  08625, to-
gether with your check in the sum of
$135.00 representing the filing fee in ac-
cordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated  07/31/1995 made by Barry S. Whit-
ener as mortgagors, to Federal National
Mortgage Association recorded on 08/18/
1995 in Book 5693 of Mortgages for Union
County, Page 276 which Mortgage was
assigned on 02/09/2007 to the plaintiff,
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by Assignment Of
Mortgage recorded on 02/26/2007 in Book
1354 of Assignments Of Mortgages for
Union County, Page 47; and  (2) to recover
possession of, and concerns premises
commonly known as 819 Berckman Street,
Plainfield, New Jersey 07060.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey Bar Association by calling 732-249-
5000.  You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 908-353-4715.  If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services office of the County of
venue by calling 908-354-4340.

Barry Whitener, his heirs, devisees, and
personal representatives, and his, their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest are made party defendants to this
foreclosure action because executed
plaintiff’s obligation and mortgage being
foreclosed herein and may be liable for
any deficiency and because  the owners of
record of the mortgaged premises being
foreclosed herein and for any lien, claim or
interest  may have in, to or against the
mortgaged premises.

THEODORE J. FETTER, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $69.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on April
23, 2007 at the Municipal Building, First
Floor Council Chambers, 430 Park Av-
enue at 7:45 pm to hear the Minor Subdi-
vision and Preliminary and Final Major
Subdivision application for Needle Point
Homes, LLC for property located at 1240
& 1250 Cooper Road, Block 14701, Lots 2
& 3, R-1 Zone which proposes to subdi-
vide the two existing lots into three lots
retaining the two existing homes fronting
on Cooper Road and create one new lot.
The following existing variances are re-
quested:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 4:  Lot
Width, Required: 160 feet; Existing & Pro-
posed: 156.03-Existing on Lots 2 & 3

The Applicant will then proceed with a
Preliminary and Final Major subdivision of
the one lot into three conforming lots by
extending the Eton Row cul-de-sac. In
addition a waiver is requested for the length
of the Eton Row Cul-de-sac and a de
minimis exception from the Residential
Site Improvement Standards for the side-
walk requirement.

The Applicant is also requesting any
and all other Variances and Design
Waiavers deemed to be necessary at the
time of the hearing.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on April 25,
2007 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 44 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as
Block 64 Lot 13, as shown on the Fanwood
Tax Map, owned by Rita Mandel.

The applicant requests Bulk Variance
for Signage which is in violation of the
Redevelopment Plan. Variance Re-
quested: Bulk Sign Variance; Permitted:
20 square feet; Present: N/A; Proposed:
34 square feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours from the Secretary
of the Planning Board at the Administra-
tion Office of the Borough of Fanwood at
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
New Jersey Plumbing Supply

91 Newark Way
Maplewood, New Jersey 07040

Attorney for Applicants:
Gruhin & Gruhin, P.A.
371 Franklin Avenue
Nutley, New Jersey 07110-0570
1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
Wednesday, April 25, 2007, at 7:30 P.M.
in the lower level meeting room of the
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on the use variance application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at 193 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 55, Lot
19, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Rabbi Avrohom Blesofsky.

The applicant proposes a social service
use on the first floor (a Chabad) in lieu of
a bridal shop and a personal residence on
the second and third floors.

The applicant will also seek such vari-
ance and other relief as may be deter-
mined necessary at the public hearing
based upon review of the application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (Tues. - Thurs., 9 AM
- 2 PM) from the Secretary of the Planning
Board at the Administration Office of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, NJ.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Rabbi Avrohom Blesofsky

Attorney for Applicant:
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
328 Park Avenue, PO Box 310
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2007 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER 31, 2007
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2007 2006

1. Surplus $2,475,000.00 $2,175,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues $6,645,591.39 $5,614,335.33
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes $600,000.00 $500,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes $14,323,944.02 $13,723,212.44

 Total General Revenues $24,044,535.41 $22,012,547.77

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2007 BUDGET 2006 BUDGET

1. Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages $8,878,001.00 $8,639,169.00
                                         Other Expenses $11,395,426.58 $9,741,530.77

2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $460,642.83 $429,196.00
3. Capital Improvements $100,000.00 $100,000.00
4. Debt Service $1,730,765.00 $1,652,652.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes $1,480,000.00 $1,450,000.00

Total General Appropriations $24,044,835.41 $22,012,547.77
Total Number of Employees 176 178

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
BONDS

Interest $2,984,603.89
Principal $12,865,000.00
Outstanding Balance $15,849,603.89

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on March 27, 2007.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 24, 2007 at 8:00
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2007 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 9:00 A.M.
to 4:30 P.M.
1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $128.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Feb-
ruary 21, 2007, granted approval for set-
back variances for property located on
Block 20, Lot 10, 39 St. John’s Place,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Nitti
39 St. John’s Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/29/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-334
AWARDED TO: Louis Berger Group,

Florham Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: for design services for Traf-

fic Corridor Improvement along Central
Avenue in the Town of Westfield and Town-
ship of Clark

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$127,368.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T – 4/12/07, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a   meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
April 10, 2007 the following ordinance
entitled:

CALENDAR YEAR 2007 OR-
DINANCE TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-
45.14)

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 4/12/07, The Times Fee: $15.81
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

You know that friend who only has to
say a word or make a face and that’s
it…you’re on the floor? Well, when it
works, Blades of Glory is the film version
of that phenomenon.

While no classic comedy by any stretch
of the imagination, the sheer idiocy of
Will Ferrell’s latest farce—from ridicu-
lous concept through crazy execution—
is a continual source of humorous disbe-
lief.

Just the thought that movie moguls—
grownups, mind you— not only consid-
ered making this film, but actually plunked
down millions of dollars to see it pro-
duced, is wacky in itself.

The thought recurs throughout the in-
sane proceedings as Olympic skating
champs Chazz Michael Michaels (Will
Ferrell) and Jimmy MacElroy (John
Heder), banned from men’s single com-
petition, consider to work a loophole. If
convinced to shed their storied enmity,
they will skate as a pair.

Of course, it’s absurd. Here’s William
Daniels as Commissioner Ebbers, so thor-
oughly disgusted with the petulant antics
of these two warring prima donnas that he
bans them from the games for life. And
now, golly gee, there’s nothing in the
rules he can invoke to stop them from
competing as a couple. What wonder-
fully twinkly, propitious things, those
loopholes.

It’s the big deadpan. The nuttier the
better. Everyone’s in on it.

Even Fairchild (Amy Poehler) and
Stranz (Will Arnett) Van Waldenberg,
the evil brother-sister pairs skaters
scheming to stop our dubious duo from
succeeding in their new incarnation, ac-
cept the outlandish legitimacy of their
rivals. And it builds and builds until it
creates its very own world of incredibil-
ity.

The Marx Brothers did it best, creating
big fantastic fictions in which they could
then run amok.

In A Day at the Races (1937), despite
every evidence to the contrary, Groucho’s
charlatan veterinarian posing as a psy-
chiatrist is seen as the Standish
Sanitarium’s only hope against bank-
ruptcy. And hardly anyone takes issue
with his rather unorthodox assistants,
Tony (Chico) and Stuffy (Harpo).

None of this is to suggest that directors
Josh Gordon and Will Speck’s assault on
the funny bone in any way approaches
that genius. It’s merely to acknowledge
an often successful use of the comic tem-
plate the brothers helped forge.

And while it’s also true that Chazz
Michael Michaels is nowhere near as
dimensional as Groucho’s Dr. Hugo Z.
Hackenbush, he is nonetheless a formi-

dable addition to Mr. Ferrell’s growing
wardrobe of screwball characters. His
biography is a stitch.

Enunciated in that momentous inflec-
tion unwrapped for the Olympics every
four years, we’re informed that Michaels
was raised on the streets of Detroit and
learned to skate in the Motown sewer
system. Natch, the tattooed braggart is a
favorite with the ladies. Psst. Even better,
he’s a sex addict: “It’s a real disease, with
real doctors and medicines and every-
thing.”

It only follows that his unlikely part-
ner is quite the opposite. The Prince
Valiant-coiffed Jimmy had all the
advantages…at least on first blush. The
ward of millionaire champion maker
Darren MacElroy (William Fichtner),
he was adopted as a baby and to the
skating rink raised.

Effete and mannerly, the poor little
rich boy knows nothing else. This can be
a problem. Especially if the guy who’s
been playing your dad all these years
drops you like a hot pile of baked Alaska
once it looks like you won’t be winning
any more medals.

Of course, it takes quite a matchmaker
to thaw the frost between these two fops.
And that’s Coach, also relegated to
skating’s Palookaville since the bomb-
shell banning.

Craig T. Nelson is nifty as the clichéd
trainer, haunted by the past and in search
of redemption. He’s the one who
scrounged up the loophole in the first
place.

The typical training scenes follow,
Chazz initially persisting in the trash talk
that got the two in trouble, Jimmy the
goody two-skates fending off the abuse.
Gosh…will the boys ever meld into the
team it’ll take to win a championship?

Not if the nefarious Van Waldenbergs
have a say in the matter. When the love
sparks fly between their ungifted sister
Katie (Jenna Fischer) and Jimmy, it isn’t
above the sequined scoundrels to ply
Cupid’s wiles for their own benefit. Katie
is reminded that Mom and Dad were
killed driving her to a dance lesson. Guilt
dictates that she does the Mata Hari thing.

Bottom line, it’s Ferrell recycled… a
fool for the new millennium…brash and
self-absorbed, yet entrepreneurially tal-
ented. And while the bawdiness this go-
round skates on precariously thin ice,
often belying the PG-13 rating, Blades
of Glory nonetheless manages a respect-
able 5.3, 5.1, 5.2 and 5.5 on the laugh
scale.

* * * *
Blades of Glory, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by Josh
Gordon and Will Speck and stars Will
Ferrell, Jon Heder and Amy Poehler.
Running time: 93 minutes.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Blades of Glory:
Absurdity on Ice

Mountainside Moms
Are the ‘Biggest Losers’

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —Did you get
the memo? The Cookie Diet is so two
months ago. The latest way to lose
weight is to star in your own realty
show–sans the TV crew. The newest
game in town–Mountainside’s “Big-
gest Loser.” And like “Joey” or “Joanie
Loves Chachi,” spin-offs aren’t en-
tirely out of the realm of life imitating
art in the borough.

Once upon a time or, to be more
precise, several more than two months
ago, a few moms were just sitting
around talking. Actually they weren’t
sitting. They were playing tennis.

Jeanie Ruban of Mountainside
teaches the game for the borough’s
recreation department. She told The
Westfield Leader and The Times, “I
was giving some private lessons to
Mrs. Cathy Jakositz and Mrs. Laura
Perez-Santalla-Vitollo, and we started
complaining about our weight. Then I
told them about a friend of mine who
recently lost 42 pounds by participat-
ing in a mock session of the reality
show, ‘The Biggest Loser,’ at his work-
place.”

Mrs. Ruban added, “Everyone was
interested in learning how we could
do something similar, and my friend
was more than happy to give us some
guidelines to get started.”

In only a matter of days, three teams
comprised of three ladies each met to
discuss the rules at her home. Mrs.
Ruban told the newspaper, “Besides
the three of us, it was easy to get
going just by word of mouth.”

A weekly time and place to hold
weigh-ins were established, as well
as to go over the rules – some of
which mimic the television show, in-
cluding the pay off.

Mrs. Ruban said, “We each put up
$200 to start. That gives us a pot of
$1,800. We have nine weeks of just
weekly winners – a $50 prize goes to
the biggest loser of the week. The
biggest loser is the woman who loses
the biggest percentage of her total
body weight. Then, at the last weigh-
in, week 10, the three winning team
members are awarded $300 each. And

finally, the first place loser gets $250,
and second place gets $200.”

Mrs. Ruban remarked, “Some of us
are big fans of the ‘Biggest Loser’; I
started this whole thing and I have
never seen one episode of the show.
We have followed some rules from
the program, and made up some of
our own. If you miss a weigh-in,
you’re out for that week. Also, if you
miss a weigh-in, we divide your next
week’s loss in half, being that you
had two weeks to lose that weight.”

While no drill sergeant pushes the
ladies to the edge in their quest for
slimmer bodies, Mrs. Ruban did hire
a food-addiction counselor to speak
to them at her home. She said, “Some
of the members of the group have
been following the South Beach and
Cabbage Soup Diets, and many of us
get together to walk in the evenings or
work out together.”

It’s obviously working. Mrs. Ruban
noted, “Mrs. Jakositz, who was in the
original group of nine women, has
since met her goal weight and is now
in a “10 and under” spin-off group of
“skinny women” just trying to main-
tain their weight.”

All of the ladies have individual
weight loss goals, and Mrs. Ruban has
lost more than 20 pounds so far. She
said, “One more 10-week session and
I should be done. However, many of us
have come to the agreement that we
will never be able to keep this weight
off without some type of weigh-in,
even if it’s bi-weekly.

“It’s that weigh-in that keeps you
in check,” she added. “Even more so,
the teams of three are magical. We
motivate one another and keep each
other on track so we can be the win-
ning team. The most money is
awarded to the winning team mem-
bers at the end of the 10 weeks.”

But the biggest payoff is how the
ladies look and feel. Mrs. Ruban said,
“Most of us are doing this at this point
for our health, some to be good role
models for our children, some to look
better, many to be able to wear a bath-
ing suit to the Mountainside Pool.”

It sounds like a good time to put on
a pair of sneakers. Care to join me?

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOSE SOME, WIN SOME…Collectively, these members of the Mountainside’s
Biggest Loser weight loss club have lost nearly 130 pounds Only the purses of some
of the lucky losers have fattened up in the process. Shown are several participants,
including, front row, Cathy Jakositz, Maria Stapelton and Jeanie Ruban. In back,
from left to right, are Diane Leick, Birgit Berkow, Laura Perez-Santalla-Vitollo,
Sue Young and Maritza Raimi.

WSW Offers Something
Old, Something New

WESTFIELD – The “something
old, something new” adage can apply
to more than one June event, such as
the start of the 2007 Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW), a division of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA).

The 2007 program of classes in arts,
crafts, communications, dance, drama,
music, kaleidoscope, music and musi-
cal theater offers many choices for
students from pre-school to grade 12.

A majority of the course selections
remain in the schedule because chil-
dren look forward to enrolling in cer-
tain popular classes as each summer
approaches. However, a brochure revi-
sion committee also surveys children,
parents and staff to determine what new
courses can be added to the curriculum.

New to the Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment this year is a course for artists in
grades 4 to 6. Throwing Paint allows
the students to experiment with a vari-
ety of techniques in applying paint to
such surfaces as paper, cloth, wood
and metal.

The Book Club, in the Communi-
cations Department, encourages stu-
dents in grades 3 and 4 to share the
joys and adventures of reading with
friends, and engage in related discus-
sions, activities and projects.

The WSW will present the innova-
tive Little Artists Workshop, for chil-
dren entering grade 1 in the fall. This
age-appropriate class is a transition
program for those leaving the self-

contained environment of a pre-school
classroom setting, yet are guided by
“homeroom” teachers who remain
with them throughout the morning.

In this class, children will explore a
variety of traditional Workshop of-
ferings, such as sculpture, gymnas-
tics, math, keyboarding, drama, sci-
ence, magic and much, much more.

The two major theater programs at
the Workshop have new selections for
this summer. In the Theater Work-
shop, junior high school actors in
grades 6 though 9 will join a pirate
invasion as they perform in Gilbert
and Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance.

High School students, in the Show-
case Theater, can audition for a role
in the roaring twenties musical Thor-
oughly Modern Millie.

The 2007 Westfield Summer
Workshop will be held at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield, from June 25
until July 27, from 8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. The Showcase Theater
will be held at the same location in
the afternoons, from 11:30 a.m. un-
til 3:30 p.m.

Early morning drop off is available
at 7:30 a.m. and an afternoon pro-
gram is offered in conjunction with
the Westfield YMCA.

For more information, call the spe-
cial WSW phone number at (908)
518-1551, visit the office at 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield, or log
on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

NEW SCHOOL…Several new additions to the schedule at the 2007 Westfield
Summer Workshop will join popular courses like Scrapbooking, which has an
additional section to accommodate more students.

Zwick Builds Solid Following
With ‘Structures’ Exhibit

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINGFIELD – Mention the
name of local shutterbug Sue Zwick
and a chorus of praises for her con-
temporary eye-catching compositions
and impressive techniques is sure to
follow.

At the Donald B. Palmer Museum
at the Springfield Public Library, Ms.
Zwick’s fame becomes evident in
“Structures,” an exhibition featuring
a dozen of Ms. Zwick’s color photo-
graphs reflecting facets of some of
the most modern, popular and unique
structures in the United States and
abroad.

“Through my images, I try to cap-
ture a structure in a fresh way,” she
states. “I do not show the building
in its entirety. In many of the im-
ages, I break down the elements to
show my vision of the
whole…abstracted.”

Whether or not you are a fan of
photography or architecture in gen-
eral, you will be magnetized by the
intricacies of the structures Ms. Zwick
captures through her lens. There’s no
escaping it. Segments, layers and hid-
den mirrored images found in each
piece challenge the eye to move about
and admire.

For example, “Connecting Tun-
nel,” a C-Print (photographic print
made on negative-type photographic
paper) depicting a bustling transpor-
tation hub in Madrid, Spain, con-
tains so many diverse reflections and
segmentations that you are immedi-
ately drawn into the action encom-
passed in the frame.

The photographer also utilizes
vibrant color to attract the eyes of her
audience, expecially with the rich
cardinal red in “Saffron” and the
contrasting hues of a verdant green
and tomato red in the simply titled,
“Red and Green.” The swirling lines,
use of shadow and excellent
composition in the latter piece is
commendable.

However, “Billboard Blues,”
featuring New York City as its
backdrop, demonstrates Ms. Zwick’s

understanding of composition best.
The reflections of these flashy
contemporary buildings versus the
gritty, almost standard billboard
structure are brilliant. The
overreaching arms of the billboard
spotlights seem to connect the
divergent images. Truly excellent
work.

“Skyscraper Symmetry,” inspired
by Chicago structures, is another
fine example of Ms. Zwick’s work.
One structure comprised of
expansive glass panes mirrors a less
contemporary building directly
across from it; yet, they are bridged
by a sharper, pointed structure. A
bright blue sky mixes with the
buildings’ earth tones to create a
beautiful contrast between the soft
and serene and the stiff and
structured.

The interior of another structure
becomes almost liquified in Ms.
Zwick’s C-print, “Lunch Hour, New
York.” The chrome stools cushioned
with red leather play against more
mirrors and chrome to create more
whimsical reflections and tricks on
the eye.

Finally, “Reichstag I” and
“Reichstag II” accomplish a
photographer’s dream…keeping the
viewer constantly engrossed with
segmented, abstract images that keep
your head tilting and craning in order
to interpret and appreciate the artist’s
expression.

Ms. Zwick has a knack for visually
cropping remarkable structures and
drawing out their most fascinating
facets and contrasting features in
order to engage her audience. It is no
wonder she has built such a local
following.

“Structures” will conclude on April
26. The Springfield Public Library,
located at 66 Mountain Avenue in
Springfield is open Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 9
p.m., Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays
from 1 to 4 p.m.

For more information or directions,
please call (973) 376-4930.

Sue Zwick – “Skyscraper SymmetrySue Zwick – “Skyscraper SymmetrySue Zwick – “Skyscraper SymmetrySue Zwick – “Skyscraper SymmetrySue Zwick – “Skyscraper Symmetry”””””

SPF Arts Association
Plans Members’ Show
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch

Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will present its annual Members’
Show from April 23 to April 28 in the
downstairs gallery of the Scotch Plains
Library.

The public is invited to view the
multi media works during library hours.

Those attending can come and meet
the artists at the reception and awards
presentation at 11:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 28. Judging the show this
year is Ann Swain, fourth generation
owner of Swain Galleries in Plainfield,
a well-known art coordinator, judge
and painting framer and restorer.

For more information, please con-
tact Tom Yeager at (908) 322 5438.

Display Classic Cars
At May 19 Celebration

CRANFORD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
150th Anniversary Committee are
looking for owners of classic cars,
who would volunteer to participate in
a celebration on Saturday, May 19, in
Cranford.

The classic car display will be part
of a day-long celebration of Union
County’s 150th Anniversary. Vintage
automobiles will be on display along
with other exhibits at Nomahegan
Park and the campus of nearby Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

The free, day-long celebration also
will feature a display of historically
accurate costumes from the 1850s, an
exhibition of artwork from the Union
County Teen Arts Festival, displays by
local historical societies, a vintage base-
ball game played with 1890’s rules,
contests and games for families and
live music all afternoon in the park.

Anyone who would like to display
a classic automobile along with oth-
ers on May 19 should call Lester
Sargent at (908) 527-4468 weekdays
for more information.

SP’s JCC Central NJ
Marks 20 Years Of Service

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey recently celebrated 20
years as a fully operational, full-ser-
vice community entity, and marked
the occasion with an anniversary cel-
ebration at the Wilshire Grand in West
Orange on Saturday, March 10.

Approximately 175 people attended
the event, which also honored Richard
Corman, who has been executive direc-
tor since the JCC’s inception, as well as
all past and present JCC presidents.

A special candle-lighting ceremony
acknowledged the contributions of
all honorees; Mr. Corman was pre-
sented with an award in appreciation
of his 20 years of service to the JCC.

Currently, the JCC  is located on
the Wilf Jewish Community Campus
on Martine Avenue; however, a
timeline of events in the JCC’s his-
tory shows that the agency can trace
its roots to neighboring towns as well.

For example, the current JCC is
actually a successor organization of
the JCC of Plainfield.

When the Plainfield organization
closed in the mid 1970s, a branch of
the Jewish Federation provided the
funds for the inception of a YM-
YWHA of Greater Westfield, which
was established in a Victorian Home
on Elm Street.

Later, the agency moved to Scotch
Plains, and offered a nursery school
and senior programs at Congregation
Beth Israel, from whom it was rent-
ing space.

From 1984 to 1986, the JCC was
located in the former Shackamaxon
School on Martine Avenue. The JCC
purchased the school from the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
in 1987.

One third of the school was demol-
ished and rebuilt, while the remain-
ing sections of the building were ret-
rofitted to meet the needs of the ever-
expanding JCC.

“Construction was completed in two
phases,” explained Mr. Corman, who
added that the JCC was operational
while construction was underway.

As a vital member of the commu-
nity and a United Way organization,
the JCC offers programs that benefit
all life phases.

“The JCC touches the lives of
people of all ages, from pre-school to
senior citizens,” said Mr. Corman.

According to information released
by the JCC, its members take part in
sports, cultural events, cooking, holi-
day celebrations, parenting seminars,
Jewish education, camping, leader-
ship training, social gatherings and
health and fitness.

Many JCC members become active
participants in the Center when they
enroll their children in nursery school
or camp. As their children develop
friendships, the parents do as well.

“We are constantly trying to re-
spond to the needs of the community,
by customizing and changing our pro-
grams,” said Mr. Corman.

Almost all members see the JCC as
being a “home away from home.”

“It was heartwarming to take a
moment to pause and reflect on the
past, and consider an agenda for the
future,” continued Mr. Corman of the
anniversary celebration.

Those wishing to learn more about
the JCC of Central New Jersey can
call (908) 889-8800 or visit them
online at jccnj.org.

RECOGNITION…After the candle-lighting ceremony, JCC Executive Director
Richard Corman was presented with an award in recognition of his contributions
over the past 20 years. Above, he receives the award from First Vice President
Mindy Goldberger, who will assume the position of JCC president in June.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Show me that smile, oh, show me
that smile – don’t waste another
minute on your crying…

Oops, wrong Thicke.
Robin, son of “Growing Pains” fa-

ther extraordinaire Alan, wants a much
different kind of song to come to
mind at the mention of his name.

The younger Thicke dropped his
second album, “The Evolution of
Robin Thicke,” late last year. It’s a
smooth R&B/neo-soul effort that
peaked at number five on the Bill-
board 200 chart last month, propel-

ling the solo career of the already-
accomplished musician.

Comparisons to Justin Timberlake
are inevitable – blue-eyed R&B soul
man, a slinky falsetto the singer can
throw around effortlessly...

But Thicke is no copycat. The
songwriter/producer released his first
solo album, “A Beautiful World,” un-
der the name Thicke in 2003, but for
years he has been cranking out hits for
R&B/pop artists like Brandy, Brian
McKnight, Usher, Mary J. Blige and
Christina Aguilera, becoming a
Grammy Award-winner along the way.

Where Timberlake relishes avant-
garde backing tracks and angular
beats, Thicke draws on more classic
R&B sounds and beats and an earnest
vocal delivery as his power combo.

And it works for him – powerhouse
producer Pharrell Williams of The
Neptunes signed Thicke to his label,
Star Trak Records, and he collabo-
rates with the blue-eyed soulster on
“Wanna Love U Girl,” a standout

track on “The Evolution of Robin
Thicke.” The single, built on a fresh
hip-hop beat, features a Pharrell rap
and is the most fun song on the album.

Thicke’s lyrics don’t always work
– “her attitude is hotter than the earth’s
core?” Yikes.

But a bunch of great melodies and
the singer’s intoxicating voice cover
up some shortcomings. Leadoff track
“Got 2 Be Down” features Faith Evans
vocals and a slick chorus hook from
Thicke. Spanish-guitar textures give
“Everything I Can’t Have” an
irresistable dance groove. The dreamy
“Lost Without U” is a great R&B

ballad; album closer “Angel” strips
down to a piano-vocal duet and strikes
a quiet sincerity.

Really, the only annoying thing here
is Thicke’s preference for using “u” for
“you” and “2” for “to” in his song titles.
Yes, Prince can pull it off, but there’s
only one Prince. The teenage-instant-
messenger-junkie image Thicke con-
jures is a little cringe-inducing.

Of course, spelling doesn’t matter
when you’re singing the words, and
based on the exciting songs and well-
placed guest spots here, Robin Thicke
is evolving just fine.

Robin, son of “Growing Pains” father extraordinaireRobin, son of “Growing Pains” father extraordinaireRobin, son of “Growing Pains” father extraordinaireRobin, son of “Growing Pains” father extraordinaireRobin, son of “Growing Pains” father extraordinaire

Alan, wants a much different kind of song to comeAlan, wants a much different kind of song to comeAlan, wants a much different kind of song to comeAlan, wants a much different kind of song to comeAlan, wants a much different kind of song to come

to mind at the mention of his name.to mind at the mention of his name.to mind at the mention of his name.to mind at the mention of his name.to mind at the mention of his name.
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No Growing Pains: Robin Thicke Evolves
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SP’s Little Shop Takes
Part in Free Comic Day

SCOTCH PLAINS –Free Comic
Book Day, the international event
celebrating America’s most original
visual art form, returns May 5, with
millions of comic books to be given
away at thousands of comic book
stores worldwide.

The Comics Professional Retail
Organization (ComicsPRO), the in-
dependent comic book retailers trade
association, encourages readers of all
ages to experience the diversity of
entertainment found in comics by
visiting a participating store on Free
Comic Book Day.

Steven and Lena Olsen of Little
Shop of Comics, located at 356 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, a member
of ComicsPRO, will participate in
Free Comic Book Day on Saturday,
May 5. For more information, call
(908) 322-9402.

Kean Prof Endowment
To Write Book on Art
AREA – Marguerite Mayhall, as-

sistant professor and teacher of art
history in the Department of Fine
Arts at Kean University, has received
a competitive Summer Stipend from
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities, which will enable her to
work on an article and a book this
summer.

She was nominated as the junior
scholar from Kean and received one
of only 84 awards selected from a
pool of 814 applicants.

“I submitted a proposal that will
enable me to work this summer on a
book I’m writing, entitled ‘Venezu-
elan Art and the Search for a Na-
tional Identity, 1920- 1960,’ Ms.
Mayhall said. “The text examines
the rise of geometric abstraction in
painting and Corbusian-derived ar-
chitecture as a phenomenon tied to
cultural and political concerns of
Venezuelan intellectuals in the 1920s
through the late 1950s, and which
will demonstrate that works of art
made in these modes both responded
to and influenced their political and
cultural environments.”

Galleries Show That, in Art
World, ‘East Meets West’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Area galleries have widely
exhibited Eastern–inspired art over
the last few months.

Both the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) as well as Kean
University Galleries have recently
shown artists whose work demon-
strates multi-cultural dimensions
while making the statement that, at
least in the world of art, “East meets
West.”

Another recent exhibit, this one at
the Arts Guild of Rahway (AGR),
continued the theme.

Entitled “Out of the East: An Exhi-
bition of Works Influenced by East-
ern Ideas and/or Imagery,” it show-
cased the work of nine artists who
translated various Eastern images and
ideas into expressions of art.

The nine artists – Siona Benjamin,
Phyllis Huggett, Catherine Kinkade,
Hillary Shank-Kuhl, Hiroshi Kuma-
gai, James McKeon, Ela Shah, Huda
Shanawani, and Lisa Westheimer, –
used a variety of media in the creation
of their multicultural interpretations.

Hiroshi Kumagai, a native of To-
kyo, contributed acrylic-on-canvas
Japanese cartoons called manga
anima to the exhibit, while cerami-

cist, Huda Shanawani’s series “The
New Welcome Mat” greets viewers
in Arabic.

Ms. Kinkade, who calls herself “a
contemporary American painter
working in the Taoist tradition of
landscape painting,” had nine works
ranging from monotype, to pastel, to
oil, in the exhibit.

Tolerance of diversity, identity,
immigration and motherhood were
the themes present in Ms. Benjamin’s
work, which consisted of mixed me-
dia, gouache on paper and photo-
graphic prints.

Asian elements were very predomi-
nate in Ms. Huggett’s mixed media
offerings of “Chiseled in Stone,”
“Nefertitti Revisited” and “East-
West.”

Perhaps Mr. McKeon’s “The Uni-
versal Prophet” could be considered
the centerpiece of “Out of the East.”
The almost five-by-seven feet paint-
ing was done in oil, and its magne-
tism drew the viewer with its larger–
than–life presence.

Ms. Shank-Kuhl’s mixed-media
nature studies, Ms. Westheimer’s
mixed-media wall hangings and Ms.
Shah’s use of burnt wood rounded out
the exhibit.

“The East has long been an inspira-
tion to artists,” explained Lawrence
Cappiello, executive director of AGR.

“[Its allure] is an influence not only
on artists born and raised in the U.S.,
but on artists from many of the coun-
tries of the near and Far East who now
live here and are using their heritage
and traditional training…to create
vibrant, dynamic artworks,” he added.

Currently, AGR is exhibiting “High
Fiber Content,” an exhibit showcas-
ing fiber and textile arts. This exhibit
runs until April 20.

The gallery at AGR is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday
from 1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment.
For more information, call AGR at
(732) 381-7511 or visit online at
rahwayartsguild.org.

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom Framing
Design Consultation & Creative  Matting

Needlepoint • Mirrors

Box Framing • Shadow Boxes for  Memorabilia

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street, Westfield   908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

HONOR CHOIR…Director Tom Pedas poses with Jake Forrestal, Paul Wright,
and Bridget McCoy from Cranford; Taylor Diken from Scotch Plains and
Christopher Gliebe from Green Brook at the American Choral Directors Asso-
ciation in Florida.

Celebration Singer Children
Make ACDA Honor Choir

AREA — Seventeen students from
New Jersey, five of Cranford’s Cel-
ebration Singers’ Children’s Choir,
recently sang at the American Choral
Directors Association meeting in
Florida.

The five students, Jake Forrestal
and Paul Wright from Hillside Av-
enue School in Cranford, Bridget
McCoy from Orange Avenue School
in Cranford, Taylor Diken from Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains and
Christopher Gliebe from Green Brook
Middle School, sing under the direc-
tion of Tom Pedas.

The American Choral Directors
Association (ACDA) holds a National
Conference every two years in a dif-
ferent part of the country. More than
6,000 choral directors attend this con-
ference and top choirs from around

the world are invited to perform. As a
part of the conference, a National
Youth Honor Choir was chosen from
more than 3,000 tapes submitted by
choral directors from around the coun-
try. The choir of 300 rehearsed for
three days in Miami under the direc-
tion of Jean Ashworth Bartle, direc-
tor of the Toronto Children’s Chorus
and then performed two concerts at
the 3,000-seat Jackie Gleason Audi-
torium in Miami Beach.

The choir sang a variety of songs in
different languages for the conven-
tion attendees and parents. Among
them were a Japanese song called
“Hotaru Koi” (Ho, Firefly), music
from Bach’s “Magnificat”, “Quando
Corpus” from Pergolesi’s “Stabat
Mater” and “Inscription of Hope”
about the Holocaust.

UC Employees, Families
Invited to Exhibit Artwork

COUNTY – To recognize and en-
courage creative and artistic accom-
plishment throughout Union County,
the sixth-annual artwork program will
be presented in partnership with The
National Arts Program, which offers
County of Union employees and their
families an opportunity to exhibit their
artwork.

“Everyone has some kind of cre-
ative talent,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Union County Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board.
“And we are glad to give Union
County employees and their families
a chance to showcase their talent. We
are always pleasantly surprised by
the quality of artistic work done by
the people working for the county.”

Entries will be accepted in the cat-
egories of painting, photography, art-
works on paper, sculpture and crafts.
Recognized artists and art profes-
sionals will serve as judges, selecting

entrants for cash awards and honor-
able mention in the exhibition’s five
artistic classifications: amateur (little
or no experience); intermediate (some
experience); advanced (extensive art
training); youth ages 12 to 18; and
youth under 12.

In the adult classifications, each
first place winner will receive $300;
second place will receive $200 each;
and third place, $100 each. There is
one $300 prize for Best in Show. In
each youth classification, $75 will go
to first-place winners; $50 to second-
place; and $25 to third place. The
National Arts Program will provide
the prizes.

Pre-registration is required by May
2. Early registration is encouraged.

To request a registration form and
further information, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.
The office can be reached at (908) 558-
2550 or culturalinfo@ucnj.org

Learn to Make Moccasins
At Trailside on Tues, April 17

MOUNTAINSIDE – A moccasin-
making workshop for adults, 18 years
of age and older, is being offered at
the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, on Tuesday, April 17, from 7 to
8:30 p.m.

“If you have ever wanted to make
your own Lenape Native American
style moccasins, this is the perfect
opportunity,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Union County Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Board. “This pro-
gram is perfect for scout leaders and
adults interested in Native American
culture, crafts and outdoor skills.”

Instructor Michael Dennis has been
active in outdoor education since 1999
and has worked on the Indian Island
at Waterloo Village. He will teach
participants how to make a pattern in
canvas, which can be used as the
model for making many more.

Pre-registration is required. The fee
for this program is $35 per person for
Union County residents and $40 per
person for out-of-county participants.
The fee includes all materials. Doors
open 15 minutes prior to the program.

For additional information on this
workshop or for a complete brochure
of Trailside’s spring adult workshops

and teacher-training programs, call
(908) 789-3670 or see ucnj.org/
trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

Movies in May Entries
Due on Friday, April 20

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Third
Annual “Movies In May” Film Festi-
val will take place between May 10
and 12.

The event will be presented at
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) on May 10 at 7 p.m., at the
Fanwood Memorial Library on May
11 at 7 p.m. and the Scotch Plains
Public Library on May 12 at 1:30
p.m.

The festival will screen more than
20 films during these three days, in-
cluding the world premiere of As Cool
As Jennifer II, which was largely shot
in Scotch Plains, and a screening of
the ESPN production 7th Inning
Stretch, featuring Scotch Plains resi-
dent Pat Dinizio.

Anyone submitting a film should
send it in miniDV format as soon as
possible. Those submitting should
include a blurb about their produc-
tion and a JPEG still from the film or
a poster. All entries are due by April
20.

All productions may be mailed to
William McMeekan, Scotch Plains
Television, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

If there are any questions, e-mail
wmcmeekan@spfk12.org.

Author Blasko to Speak
About Immigration

MOUNTAINSIDE – Author Larry
Blasko will appear at the
Mountainside Public Library on
Thursday, April 19.

His newest book, “Opening the
Borders,” discusses immigration. He
writes from the perspective of how
opening the borders can be helpful
both the United States and to immi-
grants.

Mr. Blasko served for more than 30
years with the Associated Press as a
writer, editor columnist and execu-
tive. He is the author of two other
books and is a graduate of North-
western University’s School of Jour-
nalism.

When appearing, he will speak
about his book and answer questions
from the audience. Admission is free,
but space is limited. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-0115 or go to
mountainsidelibrary.org

Town Book Store Hosts
1982 WHS Graduate
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host two meet-
and-greet book signings for local au-
thors on Saturday, April 14.

Stephen Sautner, a 1982 graduate
of Westfield High School and
Cranford resident, will appear from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to autograph copies
of his book “Up River and Down
Stream,” a collection of fishing sto-
ries written for the “Outdoors” col-
umn of The New York Times, where he
has been a contributor since 1994.

New Jersey resident, Robin Fried-
man, author of “The Girlfriend
Project,” will appear from 2 to 4 p.m.
“The Girlfriend Project” reveals the
struggle of teen dating, with rare in-
sight into the vulnerability and inse-
curity guys often hide. This book is
for any teen who has ever felt like the
odd one out when it comes to dating.

The public can come and meet both
authors at The Town Book Store lo-
cated at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). If anyone is unable to
attend these events, call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 and
reserve an autographed copy.

Monday April 23, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday April 26, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday April 28, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday April 30, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  APRIL 30

Mon., Apr. 23 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Apr. 28 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Mar. 28 @ 2:00 pm for experienced

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – At Monday night’s out-
door rally held in a portable band
shell at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Millburn, scarlet T-shirts dotted the
crowd.

White letters on the crimson shirts
screamed “Save Paper Mill Play-
house,” the theme of the hour-and-a
quarter rally.

Politicians and Broadway perform-
ers were out in force to support the
financially flagging theater that an-
nounced in early April that it would
have to cancel the rest of the season if
it couldn’t come up with more than
$3 million pronto.

The April 9 rally was a last-minute
all-volunteer effort to draw attention
to the plight of the theater.

Former Governor Brendan Byrne, a
Short Hills resident, told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “Paper Mill is
part of the culture of our community.
I’m a big fan, and, from a purely
selfish aspect, I want to see it survive.”

And others echoed his personal
sentiment.

For Westfield resident Sue Dilzell,
the closing of the theater and all of its
programs would hit home. Mrs.
Dilzell and her teenage daughters –
Kristen, a senior at Westfield High
School (WHS), and Jennifer, a junior
– were on hand to show their support.

“Jennifer has already auditioned
for and been accepted to her second
year with the Summer Conservatory
Program at Paper Mill,” Mrs. Dilzell
explained. “We can’t let this theater
go under.”

The Summer Musical Conserva-
tory offers intensive study in perfor-
mance skills for talented students
between the ages of 10 and 18.
Westfield’s own Allison Siko, a former
conservatory student at Paper Mill,

Paper Mill Playhouse: Crisis Not Just for Audience
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has gone on to appear in a recurring
role on TV’s popular show, “Law and
Order: SVU.”

In addition to the summer program,
in 1996 the playhouse initiated “The
Rising Star Awards” to reward and
encourage excellence, spotlighting
outstanding high school musical pro-
ductions throughout the state.

Both WHS and Scotch Plains High
School productions have boasted Ris-
ing Star nominees and winners over
the years.

According to the press information
from Paper Mill, “15,000 students
participated in the Rising Star Awards
program in 2006 and in 2007, 110
schools in 19 of the 21 counties in
New Jersey participated.” Through
this program alone, $61,000 in col-
lege scholarships are given.

On a more personal note, I have
fond memories of another program
the playhouse offers. In 1991, I at-
tended Monday night musical theater
classes there. The 10 or 11 of us
would prepare and nervously sing
audition pieces, presenting them to

fellow actors for feedback and cri-
tiquing, which provided a much-
needed venue for actors of all ages.
That theatrical experience has been a
source of education to many.

Judy McLane, a Paper Mill veteran
of eight shows, including Man of La
Mancha, Oliver, Chess and West Side
Story, and a current star as Tanya in
Broadway’s Mama Mia, warmed the
shivering crowd on Monday night
with her heated, passionate words
and music. Singing “Don’t Rain on
My Parade,” with her own lyrics of
“our parade” she brought down the
house.

Earlier that evening she told The
Leader/Times that she came out to
New Jersey on her one day off be-
cause of the “wonderful people at
Paper Mill. It’s about the people. I got
my start here. From the dressers, to
the rest of the crew, it’s my theatrical
home, my family.”

Can we let our family down? If you
can donate, do it. If you can attend
their next two shows, do it.

Just do it. Now.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PAPER (MILL) JAM…Despite near freezing temperatures, the crowd rallied on
Monday night to show their support of the Millburn Theater.

Images from “Out
of the East” Exhibit
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Rahway

Images supplied by
Lawrence Cappiello,
executive director
of the Arts Guild of
Rahway


