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Police Chief Writes: No Officer
Discretion on Crosswalk Violations

‘Yes’ Vote on Bond Is
Vote for Higher Taxes
I really wanted to attend the meeting in

Fanwood about the Turf-It bond issue
held Monday night, April 2.

Couldn’t. Passover Seder. Was the
meeting scheduled to keep me from at-
tending? Or was it just dumb, insensitive
planning. Bet they would not have sched-
uled it for Easter Sunday. I would have
pointed out that, not too many years ago,
a bunch of money was spent on the same
areas that now will cost $2 million more.
What will this group want next?

A ‘yes’ vote for this bond issue is a vote
for higher taxes. This is Scotch Plains, not
Giant Stadium. Vote ‘no’ on April 17.

Jerry Shilstat
Scotch Plains

Defeat of this Year’s School Budget
Would Be Tremendous Setback

If Paper Mill Closes, So Do Doors
To Theater Programs for Kids

Haven’t 100 Percent of Residents
Benefited from ‘Free’ Education?

Vote No on the $2 Million Bond
And Stop Enjoying my Money

SPF Raider Athletic Boosters ask
Community to Vote Yes on Tuesday

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Pastor Paul E. Kritsch of Redeemer
Lutheran Church and copied to The
Westfield Leader

I have received your letter concerning
the ticketing of vehicles on Cowperthwaite
Place and Clark St. I am aware that no one
likes to receive parking tickets, espe-
cially during something as sacred as a
funeral.

However, those vehicles were in viola-
tion of the New Jersey State Statue that
specifically states that vehicles cannot
park on a pedestrian crosswalk. This type
of violation creates a significant hazard to
all pedestrians that use the area. One of
the three vehicles, which was operated by
the funeral home, was also blocking a fire
hydrant.

This area, where the tickets were is-
sued, is a heavily used pedestrian way.
Many residents, including children and
the elderly, use this area to walk to and
from downtown. We have received many
complaints from your neighbors in the
area about this type of violation, as well as
the other violations that we have previ-
ously discussed with Redeemer School.
Wouldn’t one of your members who might
be injured because of an illegally parked
car demand to know why the police did

not properly enforce this law?
As chief, and at the request of numer-

ous residents through out town, I have
directed my officers and Parking Enforce-
ment Bureau to enforce those violations
that put pedestrians at a greater risk of
being injured. There will be no officer
discretion when it comes crosswalk vio-
lations. Those of us who drive and park in
town have no excuse to put others at a
greater risk of being injured.

Over the last year, my department has
been in many discussions with your church
and school about parking. As you are
aware, I was unable to grant your request
to waive parking ticket violations for your
members and employees. Parking enforce-
ment must be done fairly, impartially and
uniformly throughout the town. We have
offered you suggestions on where to park
legally, and I am happy to see that many
of your members and employees have
taken this opportunity.

I also relayed that in certain situations
like a funeral, your church could contact
us in advance, and I would supply an
officer to assist in any way we can. We
have this same arrangement with many
of the other houses of worship, and it has
worked well for all involved. In the fu-
ture, please contact us when you have an
event where parking may be a problem.
I will be more than happy to send an
officer to aid in assisting you and your
members.

Chief John M Parizeau
Westfield

On April 17, voters in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will be asked to go to the
polls and vote on two proposals, the BOE
school budget and a special referendum
referred to as Turf-It. The executive com-
mittee of the SPF Blue Raider Athletic
Booster Club fully endorses both propos-
als and asks the community to vote in
favor.

The Turf-It project would provide the
long-awaited and much needed improve-
ment to the high school soccer field, foot-
ball field and track. This improvement,
we believe, will benefit all current and
future Raiders. We believe that by main-
taining excellence in the classroom and
providing athletic fields commensurate
with surrounding towns will continue to

make both Scotch Plains and Fanwood
desirable locations in which to live.

The SPF Blue Raider Athletic Booster
Club endeavors to provide supplemental
financial support to all of our high school
athletic programs. The goal of improving
our fields is to allow our students the
ability to participate in the activity of their
choice. The simple fact is that when our
fields are unplayable, activities are can-
celed.

To those that believe that the field
improvement is not a priority, consider
that one of the major health crises facing
our country is childhood obesity. A re-
cent report in the Star Ledger stated that
obesity rates among children ages 6 to 11
have quadrupled in the past four decades.
A 2004 survey by the [NJ] State Depart-
ment of Health found that one of every
five New Jersey sixth-graders was obese.

The improvement to our athletic facili-
ties that the Turf-it proposal would pro-
vide would increase the number of activi-
ties that our children can participate in.
Combining an excellent academic pro-
gram with facilities that allow for extra-
curricular activities will allow our chil-
dren to reach their full potential.

Bob Desiato, President
Joe Cianciotta, Vice President

Jerilyn Campbell, Secretary
John Maxwell, Treasurer

SPF Blue Raider Athl. Booster Club

Apparently my previous letter to the
editor regarding the upcoming $2 million
dollar bond for improvements of the ball
fields in Scotch Plains and Fanwood raised
a number of comments. At first writing
this letter, it was twice the size permitted
[by this paper]. I was forced to reduce it
and leave out facts to prove my points.

It is interesting that no one mentioned
the dire financial situation that our state
and towns are facing. Mr. Edelsack sim-
plifies a serious situation, such as when
he talks about not paying for the pool. We
do not have a public pool. If you want to
swim, you have to pay.

There were a number of comments re-
garding house values, but no one provided
facts, references or calculations. Can any-
one prove the return on our tax dollars?

Not all of us have children in the schools.
Have we spent more for the schools than
what our homes have increased in value?
Scotch Plains was third from the bottom
in county for increase in house values.
Naturally, how much one’s house is worth
is only meaningful if you want to sell. It
is selfish to force someone to sell.

A writer mentioned that he was happy
to have his children educated in Scotch
Plains but would most likely retire else-
where. Great! He will live here, support
higher costs, then leave. Thanks for leav-
ing the costs to us.

Another individual mentioned that I
continue my negative comments on the
cost of the schools. I suppose that is
correct. However, nothing was mentioned
about inaccuracies or that I might have
been wrong with some facts.

It was mentioned by one writer that
local, county and state elected officials
favor the expense. Well, this is not a
surprise. The county and state are very
familiar with giving away taxpayer dol-
lars and borrowing to make ends meet.
Wayne Bryant is the latest to be indicted
— with many more served subpoenas.

One writer mentioned giving back. My
question is to whom? If we want to give
back, why not exempt senior citizens
from that portion of their property taxes

that go the schools.
Amazingly, not a single writer  in favor

of the $2 million turf bond mentioned a
concern for those affected by the tax
increase. Nor did they thank anyone for
the ten’s of thousands of dollars already
spent on education of their children.

Regarding the word selfish, how does
one describe abandoning the seniors or
lack of gratitude for previous funding?
Keep in mind that you need me, and the
likes of me, more than I need you. We are
seeing a number of signs on yards again.
One reads vote “Yes for the Bond, It’s for
the kids”. The other is “For Sale.”

A couple writers made a valid point
regarding liabilities. In our society, we
have lawyers on every street corner. We
are compelled to action should a hazard-
ous situation exist on the fields. We should
immediately rope off the fields, perform
a safety audit and look at remedial action.

This bond issue, if passed, would be
only the tip of the bond iceberg. I would
not be surprised to see more bonds for
capital projects or supplies. This will fur-
ther cost us money and increase our debt.

All who took the time to write against
my stand may not have agreed or appre-
ciated my comments, but in the end, you
sure will enjoy my money.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

It’s all about whose ox is being gored,
isn’t it? In your opinion piece on April 5
you made reference to the competing
priorities of our varied population. You
mention that, “only 30 percent of the
households in the township have children
in the school system. The other 70 percent
subsidize the costs with their property tax
dollars” like there’s something sinister in
those numbers. Hasn’t a free public edu-
cation been proffered to all 100 percent?

Haven’t most people making up that
100 percent taken advantage of that free
education? And hasn’t that ratio been fairly
consistent, although the households mak-
ing it up have fluctuated? I now find my-
self in the 70 percent and yet plan to vote
for every BOE budget proposed. If, or
when, I find that I cannot afford to live in
this community, I’ll sell my home and
realize a manifold profit; thanks in most
part to our school system, and move to a
less expensive community. Until then, I’ll
count my blessings that I live in a commu-
nity which values the multifaceted and
excellent education afforded our children.

I understand that local budgets are the
one place where we can have some influ-
ence and so it is more likely that people
will voice their frustration. There are
scores of programs that I would rather not
support with my tax dollars, but alas this
is the system that we live in. We all reap
huge benefits from living under this sys-

tem, and so I agree with you that we could
all probably be a little more generous and
understanding of everyone’s opinions,
needs or desires.

If people in the township and borough
ever really wanted to get serious about
saving taxes, they would get behind an
effort to roll back the clock a century and
re-merge the two communities. It’s the
right thing to do. Will it ever happen? I
don’t know, but until it does I don’t want to
hear anybody talk about lowering my prop-
erty taxes; because they’re not serious.

Russell Wells
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: The letter writer is a
resident of Springfield.

I’m sure many people are very aware of
Paper Mill Playhouse Broadway caliber
main stage productions, but if our doors
close, the effect will be far reaching.

Students will no longer have the oppor-
tunity to participate in our Rising Star
Awards Program, which recognizes ex-
cellence in high school musicals through-
out the State of New Jersey (just like the
Tony Awards).

Students will no longer have the oppor-
tunity to attend our Summer Musical
Theatre Conservatory and work with the
finest teachers who prepare them to be
successful in the professional theatre
world. Students who are currently work-
ing on Broadway like Matt Scott in Jersey
Boys, Rob McClure in Avenue Q and
Veronica Kuehn in Mamma Mia, studied
with us here at Paper Mill.

Students will no longer have the chance
to be a part of the Theatre School at Paper
Mill where they learn life skills through
theatre; skills like self confidence, being
able to share ideas and think creatively, and
skills that will help them to achieve success
whether they use those skills to perform on
stage or in a corporate boardroom.

Students will miss the opportunity to
give back as they reach out and bring their

performances to hospital, schools, senior
and special needs facilities.

These children in these programs have
changed lives through their experiences
here. One student after a performance to
a Cerebral Palsy center went home and
organized a fundraiser over her holiday
break. She raised $6,000 so other special
needs children could enjoy a live theatre
experience – and she was only 10 years
old.

Our students have performed benefits
for 9/11, shows for Tsunami relief efforts
and have set up scholarship funds for
future students to continue to learn. Anne
Hathaway was a junior player here at
Paper Mill, and when we called her to join
the children at the time of the benefit, she
was here in a heartbeat. We are all a
family here.

I have watched our education programs
begin and grow over the last 23 years, and
it has been the best job in the world. But if
these doors close, it will also close the
doors of opportunity for thousands of stu-
dents who might have had the chance to
make a difference in someone else’s life.

We can’t let that happen. Please help us
save the Paper Mill Playhouse.

Mickey McNany, Theatre Sch. Dir.
Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn

When I ran for [Westfield] Town Coun-
cil in 2005, I knocked on almost every
door in the 4th Ward, and the number one
complaint was the Board of Education
(BOE). I would explain that the office I
was seeking had nothing to do with the
BOE.

Over the past two years, I have made an
effort to get involved at some level with
the BOE, (going to more meetings and
representing McKinley Elementary
School on the Citizens for Education
Committee). What disappoints me greatly
is the lack of involvement and empathy
from the community. No new candidates
running for Board of Education, little or
no attendance at BOE meetings, and little
or no attendance at the recent meetings to
get feedback from the community in
choosing the next superintendent.

What I can say, from my own experi-
ence, is that the BOE is a group of indi-
viduals who care deeply about the com-
munity and its children. The school dis-
trict of Westfield is at a critical juncture
with enrollment growing, with the search
for a new superintendent and with a new
early childhood learning center to build
and operate.

A defeat of this year’s school budget
would be tremendous setback for all that
our school district has accomplished over
the past few years. It is critical the com-
munity makes the effort, step-ups and
supports the BOE and its leadership. I
encourage all residents to support our
school leadership and vote ‘yes’ on April
17 for the school budget.

Eric Leuthold
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Lions Thank Merchants
for Wonderful Egg Help

This past weekend, the Westfield Li-
ons Club held their 72nd annual Easter
Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin Park. This
year was without a doubt the best year
ever for donations, from the merchants
with 342 eggs containing prizes for the
estimated 500 to 600 children.

The following merchants need to be
thanked for their donations: Brummer’s
Candies, Baron’s, Hi5 Candy, Trader
Joe’s, Cold Stone, Jersey Mike’s, Stop
and Shop Westfield, Shop-Rite Garwood,
Walmart Watchung. Without their sup-
port, the Lions Club would not be able to
have this event. Thank You.

Westfield Lions Club
Alberta Ryan

Direct Billing of Sewer
Charges Not Good Idea

A read that the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority is considering direct bill-
ing of sewer charges. I recommend against
direct billing for reasons of tax law. If
sewer charges flow through the munici-
pal general fund, they are normally de-
ductible on one’s income taxes. If sewer
charges are billed separately, they are
normally not deductible.

If I could provide further guidance
regarding tax law, please let me know.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

The Walsweer Family
Thanks WF for Support

Words cannot express how grateful
the boys and I are for the outpouring of
love and support after Jonathan’s pass-
ing.

To my family, friends, neighbors, par-
ents and teachers at Washington School
and the Presbyterian Nursery School,
the Westfield Police Department and the
entire Westfield community, I will never
forget that you were there for me.

Jonathan was my leaning post, but
with all of you there to support me, I
could not fall. I am and will be eternally
grateful.

Regina, William and Nicholas
Walsweer - Westfield

It Was Overwhelming How Much the
Good People of Westfield Helped Us

Westfield neighbors, we are family
now. Your blood runs through our veins.
As poet Rogue Dalton wrote, “I believe
the world is beautiful, And that my veins
don’t end in me but in the universal blood
of those who struggle for life, love, little
things.”

A few weeks ago, a black cloud hov-
ered over our family. Our daughter,
Bridget, was diagnosed with Idiopathic
Thrombocytopenic Purpura (ITP). The
good people of Westfield, however, were
the silver lining of that cloud.

Our friends, neighbors and even mere
acquaintances immediately ran to our aid.
When the doctors advised us to seek out
blood and platelet donors for Bridget’s
many transfusions, I did not know how
we could get people to come into NYC,
especially with young children at home. I
also learned that donating platelets was a

much more daunting task than donating
blood.

My concerns were short-lived. The
people of Westfield came to Sloan-
Kettering by the masses. Marion Novak,
the donation coordinator, had to dedicate
a separate phone line for calls on behalf of
Bridget. The center was booked for two
weeks with people donating on Bridget’s
behalf. It was an overwhelming response.
Not only did you give Bridget the gift of
life, but you provided our family with
tremendous love and support.

Thank you for the blood donations,
dinners, gifts, visits and prayers. We are
so grateful to the people of this town. We
are fortunate to live amongst you — eter-
nally grateful.

The Mooney Family, Brian, Kerry,
Liam and Bridget

Westfield

There is a Humane Way to Control
Canada Geese in Union County

I and other residents who are a part of
“Humane Union County” (a group in
Union County helping animals) attended
a GeesePeace training course recently.
GeesePeace is a program that humanely
decreases the number of resident Canada
Geese.

Essex County is using this program,
and it has been very effective. “Humane
Union County” has been going to Essex
County to help use this program. Lethal
methods to rid Canada Geese are ineffec-
tive and a waste of taxpayer money. The
parks in Union County need bright visible
signs in the parks telling residents not to

feed waterfowl and that feeding them
“human” food is very unhealthy for them;
it also keeps geese in the area.

The landscaping of some of the parks
are very inviting to Canada Geese and
should be evaluated. I, as well as other
Union County residents, would like to see
GeesePeace used in Union County and
look forward to it.

For more information, see
geesepeace.org or send an e-mail to
humaneuc@yahoo.com.

Valerie Argenal
Rahway

McWilliams, Caring
And Man of Vision

Former Plainfield Mayor Al
McWilliams was a man who cared much
more about the people of Plainfield than
about politics. He was a man with vision
and hope for the City of Plainfield, and he
worked tirelessly to make that vision a
reality. Plainfield’s renaissance is due in
large part to his efforts.

On behalf of the Union County Repub-
lican Committee and myself, we offer our
prayers and condolences to the
McWilliams family.

Philip Morin
UC GOP Committee Chairman

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cracche – To scratch
2. Crispation – The act of curling, or

state of being curled
3. Perfricate – To rub thoroughly
4. Sparth – A battle ax or mace

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CHELONIAN
1. Any fern or wallflower
2. In India, a disciple or novice
3. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles
4. Having pincerlike claws, such as crabs
or lobsters

APOCRUSTIC
1. An agnostic or non believer
2. An astringent or repellent
3. Taking away or diminishing the appetite
4. One given to falsehoods; prevarications

MILTER
1. To become milder, as the weather
2. To mix; mingle
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A cornfield

PLEACH
1. To interweave, as branches of trees
2. To flatten
3. To saturate; soak
4. To rub thoroughly

Please Vote Tuesday
Next Tuesday, April 17, voters are asked to decide on

local school budgets and candidates for local boards of
education. In Westfield, the polls will be open from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. to encourage turnout. In most other towns,
the polls are open from only 2 to 9 p.m. Voter turnout is
characteristically low for these elections although im-
portant matters of school budgets and school board
members will be decided.

The most energetic issue in the region is the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood bond referendum requesting $2 million
of borrowing to repair and turf the athletic fields. Per-
haps, this will bring out the voters as the issue is wrapped
in passion. Few close to the issue can deny that the
football field and track require significant repairs and
upgrades.

Opponents are miffed that the situation was not at-
tended to out of normal budgets and maintenance – or
that it should be handled through existing funds, delay-
ing other items and not increasing the debt and debt
payments – i.e., reducing the rate of increase in property
taxes.

The smallest town in the area has the most active race
for their school board. Garwood has three seats to be
decided. Three incumbents are seeking re-election and
are being challenged by three newcomers.

Westfield normally has challenges for the school
board positions, but this year it is very quiet. Three
incumbents are unchallenged in their bid for re-election.
Given that there are many issues coming up for Westfield
– finding a new superintendent, a new high school
principal, converting Lincoln School to a pre-kindergar-
ten and kindergarten childhood development center,
redistricting intermediate schools and expansion of bus-
ing – perhaps the tasks appear too daunting for newcom-

ers. Fortunately, the incumbents agreed to stay on.
With all the focus on schools this week, April 9 is

probably overlooked by most. Monday was the deadline
for party candidates to file for running for office in state,
county and municipal elections. Although there is a
party primary this June to determine contested party
races, the outcome for winners in November has effec-
tively been determined by who did, or did not, file on
April 9.

Essentially, most seats in the county and the state have
been arranged by gerrymandering such that all are “safe
seats.” The state senate now looks like Swiss cheese
because 13 of the 40 incumbents chose not to seek re-
election. Many seem to have gotten the message from
the plethora of subpoenas from federal authorities. State
Senators Wayne Bryant and Sharpe James will be his-
tory, as neither filed for re-election. Even so, their
vacancies will be handpicked by the party powers.

An absurd political incident in the county occurred
this week. Self-styled, supposed renegade Democrats
led by a political operative named Jim Devine filed their
candidacy petitions 15 minutes late and now will be
denied in their bid for office. The irony is that Mr. Devine
has long been said by many to be in the pocket of power
broker Senator Ray Lesniak. So the conspiracy theorists
might say that this was all a put on to effectively
eliminate all competition. If this is true, Freeholder
Adrian Mapp of Plainfield must be livid as this ruse and
late filing squelched his chance for re-election due to
being bounced off the party line.

But, this Tuesday it’s fields and budgets first. Then, we
can all watch what other drama unfolds in Jersey poli-
tics.

Please vote Tuesday to let them know you’re there.

See More Letters on
Pages 10 and 11


