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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

USESC Conducts Tabletop
Drill of Emergency System

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Union County
Education Services Commission
(UCESC) Acting Superintendent
Edward Hartnett reported at last
Wednesday’s commission meeting
that staff members and school admin-
istrators of the commission partici-
pated in a tabletop drill on March 6
conducted by StoneGate Associates.

“It was the first time we had the
opportunity to measure how effective
our emergency management is,” he
said.

StoneGate Associates presented
participants with a simulated
Westfield bank robbery involving stu-
dents and explosives, and it evaluated
the commission’s emergency pre-
paredness. Noted participants in Mr.
Hartnett’s report were Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow,
Captain Edward Fitzgerald, Sergeant
Dennis Burke, Lieutenant Richard
Cedarquist, Critical Infrastructure
Coordinator Philip Spinelli, Union
County Response Team Lieutenant
Donald Tempalsky, Salena Carroll
(Union County Office of Emergency
Management), Westfield Fire Chief
Daniel Kelly, Union County Director
of Public Safety Harold Gibson,
Westfield Police Captain David
Wayman, Union County Freeholder
Nancy Ward, Heather Mills Pevonis
of the Union County Superintendent’s
Office and Kathy Villaggio of the
Union County Division of Informa-
tion Technologies.

The turnout, according to Mr.
Hartnett, was “phenomenal,” and the
program was “creative in that it in-
volved every one of our schools. Now
we got to know them [emergency
personnel] and they got to know us.”

School administrators were asked
to go back to their faculties with in-
sight from the day. Mr. Hartnett af-

firmed that emergency preparedness
is something the UCESC will con-
tinue to examine. “We know that we
have homework to do,” he said, not-
ing a reverse 911 (in which emer-
gency updates/notifications could be
sent to the public) and a series of
letters for parents with updates on
emergency protocol or issues are in
the plans. “We know what we need to
do, and we are going to pursue it.”

In other business, as a follow-up to
UCESC’s vote to relocate Hillcrest
Academy’s South Campus from the
Lincoln School in Westfield to the
already-shared campus of Beadleston
High School and UCESC’s Westlake
School on Cardinal Drive in Westfield,
Susan Delaney, a Westlake School
teacher, thanked the commission.

“I think everyone is happy with
what is coming off the decision,” she
said of the in-process move.

The Westfield Board of Education
last year opted not to renew Hillcrest’s
lease following the arrest of multiple
students for the theft of a car and
damage to surrounding properties.

Ms. Delaney was a part of the four-
person presentation group that raised
concerns about the move at the
commission’s last meeting, noting that
Westlake could potentially lack room
for growth.

Mr. Hartnett also noted in his re-
port that the commission’s staff
viewed a Power Point presentation
on the revised administrative code
regarding special education.

USESC Clark representative Henry
Varriano raised concerns over the pro-
posed school calendar, in which Co-
lumbus Day was set aside as an off-
day for students and a professional
development day for faculty, suggest-
ing that such a move, in which faculty
members were still expected at work,
would seem to lessen the importance
of the holiday.

In response, Mr. Hartnett said try-
ing to get in the amount of holidays
and professional development days
into the calendar is a “challenge,” and
that the importance of Columbus Day
and Veteran’s Day would not be sac-
rificed, as programs for the profes-
sional development day would in-
clude time for observation. Commis-
sioners approved the calendar.

The UCESC announced newly ap-
pointed members of the superinten-
dent search committee. The four-
member group includes Commission
President Thomas Bistocchi (Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools) and board members Camille
Widdows of Cranford, Commission
Vice President Helen Kirsch of Ber-
keley Heights and Rev. James Moore
Sr. of Roselle.

Board members from Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Rahway, Roselle, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Springfield, Sum-
mit, Winfield and Union County Vo-
Tech attended the meeting.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood delegate
Craig Nowlin announced that this
would be his last meeting with the
commission. “You’ve been a great
board member,” Mr. Bistocchi said,
leading the group in applause. Mr.
Nowlin will not seek reelection in
Tuesday’s SP-F BOE election.

The UCESC board of directors will
next meet on Wednesday, May 2.

WF BOA OK’s Deck; Town
To Review Drainage Issues

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment on Monday night approved
a deck for a Scotch Plains Avenue
resident under the condition that the
town engineer addresses neighbors’
drainage concerns.

Richard Raphael of 748 Scotch
Plains Avenue presented the board
his plan to modify his deck by adding
a solid roof over a portion of it, ex-
tending to about half the size of the
full deck. The board previously
granted the deck in September 2001.

Mr. Raphael also sought an addi-
tional lattice section added to the
roofed area. A portion of the deck
would be located in the side yard,
contrary to the ordinance requiring
decks to be located in rear yards.

“We bought some nice furniture
and don’t want it to get wet,” Mr.
Raphael said.

Ed Pollock of 752 Scotch Plains
Avenue, Mr. Raphael’s neighbor,
voiced his concerns over a drainage
issue. Mr. Pollock said there is a
drainage problem on Scotch Plains
Avenue, and questioned whether, be-
cause of the roof, water could con-
dense in one area and fall in one spot,

“swamping our area.”
Mr. Pollock, who has lived on the

street for 17 years, noted drainage
issues prior to and after Mr. Raphael
expanded his deck in 2001. “We’ve
had drainage problems forever,” he
said.

“They can build as much as they
want, just as long as the drainage is
addressed,” Mr. Pollock said.

The board made a motion to accept
the deck in reference to the existing
variance, but recommended the town
engineer become involved to check
the distribution of water.

John Anastario of 131 Harrow Road
sought the board’s permission to keep
an oil tank on his patio for a tempo-
rary time not exceeding one year.
While in the process of changing his
heating system from oil to gas, Mr.
Anastario said he learned that his
tank leaked oil.

In order for his insurance company
to clean up the spill,he said he would
have to keep oil heating for one year
and, having no basement, had to place
a temporary oil tank on his back patio.

“We can make a decision on the
aesthetic, but aren’t able to make the
decision as far as safety is concerned,”
William Heinbokel, board chairman,
said.

The board chose to hold its deci-
sion until its May 4 meeting so it
could wait to hear back from the
town’s fire department regarding
safety concerns.

The board approved an application
from Geoffrey and Wende Gates of
100 West Dudley Avenue for a fence
exceeding the four-foot ordinance. The
Gates’ contract with Di Pasquale Fenc-
ing asked for a four-foot fence but, in
an attempt to strengthen and secure
and maintain a level fencing despite
changing topography, pieces added to
the fence added to its height, currently
ranging from 4.21 to 4.71 feet.

The applicants said the fence helped
to prevent a pre-existing littering is-
sue, as well as pedestrians cutting
through the yard.

Holy Trinity Holds
Spring Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – The Home and

School Association of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will hold a
spring bulk clothing drive on Satur-
day, April 21, from 8 a.m. to noon.

Donations will be collected at the
back entrance of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School on Watterson
Street in Westfield. All proceeds will
benefit the school.

Items accepted include clothes, blan-
kets, linens, towels, shoes, handbags
and stuffed animals in good condition.
All items should be placed in plastic
bags and fastened. No hangers, toys,
appliances or furniture can be accepted.
For more information, contact Ann
Marie Christie at (908) 233-9749.

Sharpe James Becomes 13th
Senator Not to Seek Re-election
State Senator Sharpe James did not

file a re-election petition as of
Monday’s deadline. The former long-
time Newark mayor had served in the
Senate since 1999. He opted not to
challenge Teresa Ruiz, the candidate
endorsed by Newark Mayor Corey
Booker and other Essex County
elected officials. He became the 13th
of the state’s 40 senators not to seek
re-election. Assemblyman William
Payne, the brother of Rep. Donald
Payne (D-Essex), filed to run for Mr.
James’s Senate seat as an indepen-
dent candidate in November, accord-
ing to The Star Ledger.

Newark’s other state senator,
Ronald Rice, filed for another term
off the party line after he also failed to
get the Essex County organizational
line in the June Primary.

Former Plainfield Mayor
McWilliams Dies of Cancer

Former Plainfield Mayor Al
McWilliams, 53, died Friday of kid-
ney cancer, according to The Star
Ledger. Elected mayor in 1997, he
served two terms before being un-
seated in the 2005 Democratic Pri-
mary by current Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs. Mr. McWilliams
lost a court battle to run for re-elec-
tion in the General Election as a Re-
publican. His write-in effort drew
2,339 votes, or nearly 30 percent of
the total vote.

Hillside Councilman
Peter Corvelli Dies

Hillside City Council President Pe-
ter Corvelli, 61, died Monday, April
2, of complications from cancer at
Overlook Hospital in Summit. Mr.
Corvelli was a former city mayor and
had served as a councilman for more
than 30 years. His son, Peter, is a
councilman in Kenilworth. His daugh-
ter, Justine, resides in Scotch Plains.

UC Reform Democrats
Fail to File By Deadline

Union County’s “Reform Demo-
crats” failed to file a slate of free-
holder and sheriff candidates by
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline, according
to The Star Ledger. Jim Devine,
former publisher of The Rahway
News-Record and Clark Patriot and a
Democratic political consultant, at-
tempted to file a slate with the names
of current Freeholder Adrian Mapp
of Plainfield, Becky McHugh of Lin-
den and Barbara Zamora of Elizabeth
along with Charles Mitchell, Sr. of
Roselle for sheriff at 4:15 p.m. Free-
holder Mapp, seeking a second three-
year term,  had been bounced from
the party line by the County Demo-
cratic Committee in favor of Plainfield
City Councilman Rayland Van Blake.

Roselle Mayor Smith
Faces Primary Battle

Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith faces
a Primary fight from Councilman
Clarence Cunningham. Mr. Smith has
been at odds with the Union County
Democratic organization chaired by
Charlotte DeFilippo. In other Union
County Primary Election filing dead-
line news, Cranford Republicans seek
a 5-0 margin on the township commit-
tee. Democratic incumbents George
Jorn and George McDonough seek re-
election against the challenge from
GOP candidates Mark Smith and
Martha Garcia. Summit Mayor Jordon
Glatt, the first Democrat ever elected
mayor in the city, seeks re-election to
another four-year term against Repub-
lican Michael Vernotico.

Patti McDonald Elected
Mayor of Melverne, N.Y.

Patti Ann McDonald, the wife of
former New York City police officer
Steven McDonald, who was shot and
paralyzed in the line of duty 20 years
ago, last week won a three-way race
for mayor of Melverne, N.Y.

Mrs. McDonald won in a landslide
victory over incumbent mayor An-
thony Panzarella. The new mayor had
served nine years as a councilwoman.
A teenager shot her husband in Cen-
tral Park in 1987.

DWI Test Under State
Supreme Court Scrutiny

The state Supreme Court is review-
ing the reliability of the Alcotest 7110,
a breath-testing instrument used in
some 10,000 drunken-driving cases.
Defense lawyers challenging the use
of the machine argue that it can pro-
duce erroneous readings. It is a suc-
cessor to the Breathalyzer and is used
in 17 of the state’s 21 counties. Retired
Judge Michael Patrick King, a special
master appointed by the state Supreme
Court, concluded in February that
Alcotest is reliable but not perfect. He
said it should only be used with adjust-
ments and discretion.

Rec. Comm. Discusses Pool
Registration, Backstop Bids

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In-person sign-ups
for residents to fill available spaces at
Memorial Pool this summer begin at
8 a.m. this Saturday, Recreation Di-
rector Bruce Kaufmann said at Mon-
day night’s recreation commission
meeting. Last year’s members have
until tomorrow to renew their mem-
berships. Rates for the pool are $350
for a family, $270 for a husband and
wife or parent and child, $180 for an
individual and $75 for a senior. All
rates include the new sales tax.

Mr. Kaufmann revealed that bids
received for the new backstop at Field
5 at Tamaques Park had been opened.
Three bids were similar; the fourth
bid, from Statewide Fence Company
of Cranford, represented a savings of
about 40 percent over the other bids.
Both Mr. Kaufmann and Westfield
Baseball League President Leo White
said they were “skeptical” of the great
difference in the bids.

After questioning the low bidder,
they said they were satisfied that the
bidder hadn’t left out something ma-
jor, noting that a large portion of the
savings stems from the bidder’s use
of a local manufacturer, saving on
shipping costs.

Commission Chairman Bill
Palatucci said some organizations had
felt the commission’s funding of the
backstop was perceived as “unfair to
other user groups when done on a
surprise basis.”

In response, a proposal would pro-
vide a framework for requests to the
recreation commission for capital im-
provements to be made from the
commission’s user’s fee funds. The
proposal, drafted mostly by commis-
sioner Debbie Judd and in early stages
of discussion, would likely result in a
twice-a-year application process, with
the commission electing whether to
fund projects according to their per-
ception of importance, officials said.

Mr. Kaufmann said portions of
Mindowaskin Park’s playground were
nearing completion, but other por-
tions were delayed slightly by ship-
ping damage. A 1999 New Jersey law
mandates public playgrounds meet
CPSC standards by October 18;
Mindowaskin is the last park to re-
quire upgrades.

The commission approved two mo-
tions funding engineering services for
Memorial Pool and Park; both cover
final design and some support. The
pool project will be executed right
after the summer season and involves

the reconstruction of both pools and
addition of a spray area. The park
project would likely be executed in the
fall of 2008, officials said. If funded, it
would replace tennis courts, expand
parking and move baseball fields to
eliminate overlap of outfields.

The commission acknowledged that
at the recent NJ Recreation and Park
Association conference, Assistant Di-
rector of Recreation Dolores “Dee”
MacKay was recognized as Profes-
sional of the Year, and Mr. Kaufman
became president-elect of the organi-
zation. Mr. Kaufmann’s election rep-
resents a three-year commitment; he
will spend a year in the president-elect
position, followed by a year as presi-
dent and a year as past-president.

A youth coaching clinic – a program
developed by Rutgers Youth Sports
Research Council and NJ Recreation
and Parks Association – is scheduled
for Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the
municipal building. The three-hour
clinic costs $30. There are still some
spots available; anyone interested can
call the commission at (908) 789-4080.
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see more government news on pages 20-23

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POOLSIDE PARLAY…Westfield Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann re-
sponds to a question posed by Commissioner Michael Cash about the planned
Memorial Pool renovations at Monday night’s Recreation Commission Meeting.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Kaufmann, Commission Chairman Bill Palatucci
and Mr. Cash.


