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I Will Definitely Vote Yes for the
$2-Mil. SP-F Turf Bond on April 17

Councilman Glover is
Grandstanding in SP
Tom Atkins has been the municipal

manager for Scotch Plains for many years
and is the one that creates the budget for
the town each and every year. Ultimately,
it is the township council that makes any
changes to Mr. Atkins’ proposed budget,
and then the budget is adopted.

Mr. Atkins’ years of experience are
well known and respected, especially
when it comes to the budget process. In
2007, it is particularly outrageous and
revealing that our new Councilman, Kevin
Glover, specifically asked Mr. Atkins for
his input on the budget and focused espe-
cially on where the tax rate should be set.

He then chose to ignore Mr. Atkins’
well-seasoned advice. It has become clear
that our new councilman is talking out of
both sides of his mouth and his political
agenda is crystal clear. This is grand-
standing at its worst, and it is the fiscal
integrity of our township that is at stake.

Mary Thygesen DePaola
Scotch Plains

County Railroad Activation Issues
Posed to NJ Commissioner

Former Mayor Assailed
For Turf Bond Position

I was quite disappointed to read Ms.
Papen’s thoughts in Thursday’s 3/29 edi-
tion of The Westfield Leader. Ms. Papen
is a former mayor and still an influential
member of our community. For her to
come out on an issue in such a negative
way with so little attention to the facts of
the matter is, I feel, irresponsible.

Her statements of the life expectancy
of turf field products, and injuries associ-
ated with them are completely outdated.
Her discounting the level of injuries in-
curred on the current field is close to
callous.

The work performed six years ago, that
she refers to, was paid for by a windfall
we received from the State of New Jersey.
This makeover of the fields was a major
improvement at the time — but was at
best referred to as a stop-gap measure and
not intended to be a long-term solution.
The bleachers put in at that time were a
great improvement and will be more than
adequate for years to come.

Ms. Papen’s objections seem to come
from the viewpoint of someone not in-
volved in a direct risk/reward position of
the decisions regarding field and play
conditions. I hope when I reach Ms.
Papen’s station in life, I will not forget
about the care and safety of children other
than my own.

Tom Meredith
Scotch Plains

Archives Are Great Trip
Down Memory Lane
I have to say that I love the idea of

publishing the achieved newspapers.
Having been born (1963) and raised in
Scotch Plains and now living in Basking
Ridge, it’s a great trip down memory lane.

Being in IT [information technology],
I understand that OCR is still not 100
percent, but the 1969 paper is more leg-
ible than the 1967’s without OCR. The
1969 could use more clean up, but on the
hole it’s great.

Thank You.

Anthony Novello
Basking Ridge

Ed Fund Gives Thanks
For Huge Event Success

On March 3, the Education Fund of
Westfield held its third annual Wine Tast-
ing and Auction at Echo Lake Country
Club. The event was a huge success,
raising more than $15,000 — which will
be used by the Ed Fund to award financial
grants to Westfield teachers.

We could not have had such a success-
ful event without the support of the com-
munity and the many, many sponsors
from downtown Westfield. We wish to
thank the various stores and companies
that sponsored the event and donated auc-
tion items. Your continued support is
greatly appreciated.

Readers can obtain more information
about the fund and how to make a dona-
tion to the organization by going to our
website at westfieldnj.com/edfund.

Gretchan Ohlig
President, Bd. of Trustees

Education Fund of Westfield

Bonds and Debt Service Become
On-going Tax Commitment in SP

Glover Supporter Praises Councilman,
Derides SP-GOP Council Actions

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Mr. Kris Kolluri, Commissioner, NJ De-
partment of Transportation

*****
I am writing in reference to the recent

report in the Star Ledger (by Gabriel
Gluck, 3/25/07) in which you are quoted
as saying that you wanted “a full account-
ing of how the state funds were spent on
the entire rail project.” You also are re-
ported as saying that your “first priority
will be to assess what is needed to have
the SIRR up and running between Linden
and Cranford.”

May I respectfully suggest that the
“review of the costs and benefits” also be
expanded to the review of specific safety
measures in the Borough of Roselle, the
municipality between Linden and
Cranford.

Roselle has a population density eight
times the New Jersey State average.
Roselle must not become a Graniteville
or Minot type tragedy waiting to happen,
because the density of population would
make even a minor accident catastrophic.
Safety issues must be a major part of any
review that is coming to your desk.

The M&E Railway is, by 10-year con-
tract with only five years remaining, both
the lessee of the right-of-way and the
restorer of the rails. The $10.5 million
vouchered to M&E for use of their “res-
toration” services does not include any
third party, or even in-house, investiga-
tive testing of three major areas: ballasts,
vibration, and the environment.

There has been no empirical study with
regard to ballast/ crosstie stress testing. The

increased axle load on the rail bed from
petroleum tanker cars has not been tested for
either the bearing capacity of the rail bed or
other load transfer characteristics.

In regard to vibration, there has been no
study in Roselle of ground surface veloc-
ity, measuring the transfer mobility from
the track centerline to living spaces of
adjacent residences, schools, and church,
as well as the vibrations effect on the gas
pipeline within the ROW. The Sun Gas
pipeline (the same line that caused a mas-
sive explosion in Edison, March 23, 1994)
runs parallel, just a few feet from the
tracks, on the west side of Roselle. Though
the pipeline is regularly monitored by Sun
Gas, the security and integrity of this
pipeline has not been tested against the
possible new, heavier, longer, and more
frequent traffic stress and vibration caused
by the freight trains.

In regard to the environment, no envi-
ronmental impact study has been made
regarding the reactivation of the Staten
Island and Rahway Valley Railroads by
Morristown and Erie Railway. The Union
County freeholders approved of the reac-
tivation without any environmental stud-
ies. Public funds have been allotted to the
privately-held Morristown and Erie Rail-
way without environmental studies.
Freight trains will be allowed to transport
unidentified cargo through the Borough
of Roselle, and other Union County towns,
without any environmental studies hav-
ing been done.

The potential of Roselle becoming a resi-
dential corridor for unidentified and un-
specified marine cargo, containerized New
York City trash coming out of Howland
Hook Marine Terminal on Staten Island,
and petroleum tanker cars from Connoco
Phillips (recently reported as one of New
Jersey’s top polluters) is a great disadvan-
tage to a town struggling to survive eco-
nomically, as well as environmentally.

Please do not release any more funds
unless and until the necessary and suffi-
cient studies of ballasts, vibration, and
environmental impacts have been per-
formed, producing verifiable data for the
public record.

With appreciation of your concern, and
urging swift and effective intervention in
the funding process, I thank you for your
attention to this matter.

Richard Lenihan
Roselle

The proposed municipal budget for
Scotch Plains for 2007 has been intro-
duced by the council and is now a public
record, which should be available to all
citizens in the clerk’s office in our mu-
nicipal building. This budget should be of
interest to all taxpayers and especially
those upset with our property taxes. This
budget sets the municipal portion of our
property tax rate for 2007.

I have heard it said that death and taxes
are the only things certain in life. The
amount of taxes, however, is capable of
being controlled and is a proper subject to
discuss and debate. This debated should
be based on facts and judgments. The
facts should be capable of being known.
Different people can, fairly and honestly,
make different judgments.

In Scotch Plains, we are at a very early
stage of this discussion. Until eight years
ago, two-party government was not some-
thing we had. For a variety of reasons,
which are not relevant here, we now have
the beginnings of two-party government.
The long dominant party has not yet ac-
cepted this as a reality.

Eight years ago they treated by-parti-
san government as a mistake the voters
made. This time they see it as a threat to
their monopoly on decisions in Scotch
Plains. Each time they have refused to
address the issues but rather chose per-
sonal attacks and misinformation as their
strategy.

Unfortunately, it has been necessary to
demonstrate to them that such a strategy
does not go without consequences. Hope-
fully it is time to discuss the issues that are
critical to Scotch Plains. If the present
power structure does not want to have this
discussion, the taxpayers need to have it
without them.

It is often said that the town council has
very little discretion over the budget. This
is not true. What is true is that the town
council has only some discretion over the

budget when the budget is prepared. The
council has tremendous discretion over
the budget when they set the timing and
amount of capital projects.

The total debt service, which is listed
on sheet 3b in this year’s proposed mu-
nicipal budget, is $1,652,652. This num-
ber is 6.9 percent of the total general
revenues required to fund our municipal
budget (see sheet 11, item seven of the
proposed budget) and 11.5 percent of the
taxes to be raised according to the pro-
posed budget (see sheet 11, item six).

This debt service is an ongoing com-
mitment, which Scotch Plains has taken
on, most of which will be a recurring
expense in many future budgets. There
are, however, plans for additional bonds,
which will require additional debt service
in future budgets.

As of December 31, 2006, $9,289,584
of bonds and notes had been authorized
by the town council but not yet issued. If
these bonds and notes are issued on the
same terms and conditions as our present
debt, our debt service would be increased
by 72 percent — adding over $1,000,000
of debt service to future budgets (see
sheet eight of the Scotch Plains 2006
annual financial statement) This docu-
ment is a public record. I received my
copy by making an OPRA (Open Public
Records Act) request but perhaps they
can be provided without one.

While no action will be taken at this
year’s budget hearing with regard to these
bonds and notes, their issuance will affect
future budgets. If there is no discussion
before such bonds and notes are issued,
the debt service on them will a non-
discretionary expense in future budgets.

This is only one important issue that
needs to be addressed. The use of surplus
and the status of the Open Space Trust
Fund are others.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

A little over 20 years ago, my wife and
I decided to buy a house in Scotch Plains.
A few years later, we moved from our
first home, but still chose to buy our
second house in the town as well. There
were many reasons that the real estate
sales person told us we should live here,
but there was one that was more impor-
tant than any other.

Simply stated, Scotch Plains was a
great place to raise our children — schools,
sports, after-school programs, parades,
the Y, diversity of the population, values
that we saw demonstrated by those who
lived here, churches, friends, friends for
our children, Cub Scouts, etc, the list
could go on and on.

So now I have one son in college and
one son who is a junior at the high school.
One ran track, the other is a soccer player.
Neither of them will ever get to use this
new track and turf field. I don’t mind that
as long as we can get these improvements
for younger students to use.

Scotch Plains has such a great sports
legacy, especially for soccer. That sports
legacy is tarnished by the facilities we
expect our children to train on and, even
worse, to play their home games on. The
soccer team has had to give up home field
advantage because our field was
unplayable. Other student-athletes have
ruined their athletic pursuits due to the
significant injuries that occurred because
of playing on a field that is nothing more
than clumps of grass on a potential swamp.

I have gone to every one of my sons’
games and meets. I have met parents of
other athletes during those experiences.
For the first time in 20 years, I am embar-
rassed to say I live in Scotch Plains. I am
not happy with the athletic facility that I

have provided for my sons and their
friends. It demonstrates a complete disre-
gard for their safety.

And so I go back to what motivated my
wife and I to live here in the first place.
Scotch Plains was a great place to raise
our children. I don’t feel as strongly about
that now. The issue that troubles me is
what we have provided for them in high
school, specifically as it relates to their
athletic pursuits. I happen to believe that
qualities like self-confidence, teamwork,
collaboration, self-discipline and loyalty
are very important.

I also believe that those values are
learned as part of a child’s athletic team
experiences. That team could be football,
band, cheerleading, chorus, soccer, etc.
Every child participating in each of these
activities now, and in the future, needs a
turf field and a new track. Otherwise they
play, cheer, sing, and entertain on a field
that is only a huge puddle that is covered
with mud.

I want people looking to move into
Scotch Plains in 2007 to feel as good about
the town as I did 20 years ago. I want this
to be a great town that provides all that is
needed for all of our children. I also want
people to move here because when the
time comes for me to sell our house, I want
to do well. Without athletic facilities that
are at least comparable to most other towns
in New Jersey, that won’t happen. To put
it in athletic terms, we can’t compete.

I will do all I can to help this cause and
I will definitely vote yes for the bond on
April 17. I will do it so that someone 20
years younger than I won’t ever have to
write a letter like I just did.

Kevin Aspell
Scotch Plains

I am a certified municipal financial
Officer in the State of New Jersey. It was
impressive to see that Councilman Kevin
Glover, with less than three months of
council experience, (coming from a ca-
reer entirely in the private sector) was
able to introduce at the March 27 Council
meeting a motion that would save the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains three tax points
for the 2007 budget.

You would think that an idea like this
without any loss in services to the town-
ship would be welcomed by the Republi-
can-controlled council seeking to keep
taxes as low as possible. What happened
next, (without the help of the one certified
municipal financial officer on the town-
ship payroll, who for some reason was not
invited to any of the 2007 public budget
meetings), was ridicule because of their
lack of understanding of what he was

proposing. This in spite of their combined
multi-decade years of experience on the
council.

Instead of thanking Councilman Glover
for his thoughtful insight, they decided to
focus on a diversionary tactic of a mis-
statement made on the amount of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood BOE tax increase. Which,
by the way, had absolutely nothing to do
with the municipal budget at hand.

They even had the help of the Repub-
lican Chairman Bill McClintock, a former
mayor, who chimed in on the telephone.
I can assure the citizens of Scotch Plains
that Councilman Glover’s proposal is
sound and very consistent for a budget
with this much surplus.

Please support his proposal in the com-
ing weeks.

Phillip Wiener
Scotch Plains

Councilman Glover
Made Erroneous

Budget Statements
The introduction of the Scotch Plains

municipal budget on Tuesday, March 27,
was fascinating. Once again it was a bi-
partisan coalition of four council mem-
bers deliberating and then working to-
gether for the best interest of our town.

Councilman Glover, once again, stood
alone and apart from the general consen-
sus of what is basically right. The tipping
point for me as to which position was
truly thought out came when Councilman
Glover stated that this year’s [Scotch
Plains-Fanwood] Board of Education
budget increase would only be $22. Any-
one with a limited knowledge of budget-
ing and history in this community would
immediately understand that this could
not be anywhere close to accurate.

I looked at the same board of education
website [spfk12.org/sp-f_budget.htm] as
Councilman Glover did and had no prob-
lem ascertaining that the property tax
increase this year for the average property
owner is $328, not $22 as put forth by the
councilman.

If Councilman Glover, the council liai-
son to the board of education, can be so
quick to put out this kind of erroneous
information without first verifying its
accuracy, how could he possibly be in a
position to understand and portray any-
thing in this year’s municipal budget?

Elizabeth Mangan
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield Firefighter’s Questions
Need to be Answered with Facts

I read about the presentation made by
Lieutenant James Ryan at the last
Westfield council meeting in which he
indicated that six firemen at a fire violated
safety rules – and that the firefighters
were cited for insufficient staffing levels
during a fire in December.

The response to him was not a contra-
diction of facts, but was a comment that
“manning is a management prerogative.”
As a taxpayer, I would be much more
satisfied if the administrator used facts to
answer Lt. Ryan.

Are there safety rules? Do they set a
standard? Was a citation issued last De-
cember? Why? These are facts which
should be known or are easily discover-
able. Why shouldn’t Lt. Ryan tell the

public about these things? Why shouldn’t
the administrator use facts to respond?

If we are having firefighters respond-
ing to fires in numbers which violate
safety rules, then both the public and the
firefighters should know the factual basis
of such a decision. If “manning is a man-
agement prerogative,” then the numbers
could be lowered to five or four, etc. At
what point is it unreasonable? How does
the public judge its reasonableness unless
management provides facts?

I would appreciate factual answers to
the questions raised by Lt. Ryan as op-
posed to the imposition of privilege and
secrecy.

John Blake
Westfield

No One Should Disrespect the
Other for His or Her Views

The public has no way to address community priori-
ties as the budget system (a.k.a., the property tax
system) is cleverly divided up between municipal,
schools, county, state and authorities. Each taxing
entity claims that their budget has no discretionary
room. They claim to have been fighting hard to “reduce
the rate of increase” – or in another vernacular, they
alarm the public about budget cuts when in fact there
have never been any budget cuts. Budgets, expendi-
tures and taxes have always risen.

The concept of bonding projects in order to reduce
maintenance has never materialized either. Can any-
one recall ever hearing that maintenance savings from
bond investments has been given back to the taxpayer
to reduce the tax bill?

When a popular or necessary community cause
arises, such as repairing the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football field, the only option provided to
the public is a referendum to bond more money – for
an item that should have been fixed in the first place.
Should it be fixed or must it be turfed? That is the
question, to borrow a phrase from Hamlet.

As fans of Raider football, we agree that the field has
not been properly maintained and that it is not fixed.
The track is nothing like Plainfield, Elizabeth or
Shabazz high schools. Of course, those are three Abbot
school districts where others pay the bills – in essence,
we are all us paying their bills.

We agree that Westfield’s turf fields at Kehler Sta-
dium and Sid Fay/Houlihan Fields turned out well
despite Westfield – and Summit, which also has turned
to turf – not being Abbott districts. Well, Westfield and
Summit do have the highest property taxes in the
county as a result of this and other factors.

There are many people frightened about ever-rising
property taxes, which everyone admits are out of

control. Some homeowners are having trouble paying
our bills. The general public and our elected officials
at all levels should be concerned with any action being
considered. But, instead, no action is being taken –
quite the opposite. Only lip service and rhetoric is
offered, along with fantasies like leasing the New
Jersey Turnpike. Few really believe that Governor Jon
Corzine’s property tax rebate is going to happen, or be
meaningful to you and me, or fix anything in the long
run. It’s a dodge and a delaying tactic until after the
November elections. Watch out for next year since as
many expenses as possible are being back-loaded until
then. This year isn’t going to be good either.

Parents that want smaller class sizes and fast soccer
turf, such as in Scotch Plains, need to understand that
only 30 percent of the households in the township have
children in the school system. The other 70 percent
subsidize the costs with their property tax dollars. It
would be a financial disaster if a portion of that 70
percent moved out, either because they no longer can
afford it or they long for greener, and less-expensive,
pastures.

So no one should disrespect the other for his or her
views on these matters.

Critical items in the community need to be placed on
a priority list. Then, the most important ones need to be
selected from the pot of limited resources. Would the
community prefer Union County open space, smaller
class sizes, turfed soccer fields, miniature golf, a
renovated municipal building, enlarged library, con-
certs in the park, a senior center, other items — or none
of the above?

There needs to be a way to use priorities in determin-
ing community expenditures. We don’t have that now
– and government has us fighting amongst ourselves –
while they fiddle with Rome ablaze.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Panegyris – A public meeting or

festival
2. Zythum – A malt beverage brewed

by the ancient Egyptians
3. Gnoff – A miser
4. Crapulence – Sickness caused by

overindulgence in food or drink

CRACCHE
1. To scratch
2. A sand crab
3. Cranky; irritable
4. A hard, brittle biscuit

CRISPATION
1. Crumbling; losing cohesiveness
2. Performing the work of a shoemaker
3. Harding of material, due to dehydra-

tion
4. The act of curling, or state of being

curled
PERFRICATE

1. To rub thoroughly
2. Violating faith or allegiance
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To enliven; exhilarate

SPARTH
1. Scatter; disperse
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Agitation; violence
4. Toss; hurl
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