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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Div. on Aging Presents
Outreach Program Dates

COUNTY – The Union County
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision on Aging, will bring its out-
reach services program for senior
adults to Westfield, Springfield, Union
and Rahway during the month of
April.

Division on Aging staff will assist
seniors with information and help in
applying for a variety of government
assistance programs, including gas
and electric support (LIFE LINE),
pharmaceutical assistance (PAAD)
and home energy assistance (HEAP).
There will also be screening for
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
eligibility and information about the
Senior Health Insurance Program
(SHIP).

The Outreach Services Program
will visit the following locations:

Saturday, April 14, from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 37 Church Mall in Spring-
field.

Tuesday, April 15, noon to 1 p.m.
First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield.

Wednesday, April 18, from 11 a.m.
to noon, Nora Gardens, 1775 Burnet
Avenue, Union.

Thursday, April 26, noon to 1 p.m.,
Rosegate Senior Housing, 555 East
Hazelwood Avenue, Rahway.

For further information on the Out-
reach Services Program and other
programs offered by the Union
County Division on Aging, call the
division at 1-888-280-8226.

Women’s Pol. Caucus
Honors Maryanne Connelly
AREA – The Women’s Political

Caucus of Union County (WPC-
UC) hosted the second annual “No-
table Women in Politics” reception
last Wednesday at L’Affaire in
Mountainside. Former Fanwood
mayor Maryanne Connelly and
Mary Ellen (“Mel”) Harris, a mem-
ber of the Union County Board of
Elections, received this year’s
award.

“Maryanne Connelly has a long
history of commitment to the com-
munity and the political process,” said
Lorie Williams, WPC-UC president.
“This award serves as a tribute to her
achievements.”

Ms. Connelly was first elected to
the Fanwood Borough Council in
1986. During her 13-year tenure with
the borough, she served as mayor,
council president and police com-
missioner. She won a Democratic
primary campaign for Congress in
2000, and although she fell short in
the general election, she remained
active in the community.

She served as chairwoman on the
Fanwood Housing Commission and
the Benedictine Academy board and
as a member of the planning board
and environmental commission. On a
state level, she was appointed to the
Raritan Valley Transportation Advi-
sory Board and the New Jersey De-
partment of Law and Public Safety
Commission.

Ms. Connelly received the NOW
National Woman of Courage Award
in 2001 and is currently an adjunct
professor of political science at St.
Peter’s College in Jersey City; she
also teaches students with disabili-
ties at Shepard High School.

“A community activist and a
leader and pioneer, Maryanne has
always been dedicated to her work
and her colleagues,” Ms. Williams
said. “She showed remarkable cour-
age and concern for the people
around her. She exemplifies what
this award means.”

Ms. Harris has been a resident of
Kenilworth for more than 40 years,
where she has been an active member
of the Republican Party and is cur-
rently Kenilworth’s Republican mu-
nicipal chairman. She was the first
woman to become an emergency
medical technician in Kenilworth and
subsequently became its first female

lieutenant. She currently serves as
secretary for the Union County Board
of Elections.

“Ms. Harris is strongly committed
to her community,” Ms. Williams said.
“She has always served as a mentor
and advisor to others.”

The Women’s Political Caucus of
Union County is a multi-partisan or-
ganization whose mission is to in-
crease the number of women in elected
and appointed positions in govern-
ment, protecting reproductive free-
dom and promoting equal rights for
women.

For information on the caucus, con-
tact Ellen Steinberg at (908) 686-
0500 or at ellen@ellensteinberg.us.

Ferguson Bill Promotes
Deployment of Solar Power
WASHINGTON – Rep. Mike

Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) has
introduced legislation to speed the
deployment of solar power for
homeowners and businesses.

Mr. Ferguson said the “Solar Op-
portunity and Local Access to Re-

sources Act” builds on his earlier
legislative effort to expand federal
tax credits for homeowners who pur-
chase and install systems that gener-
ate electricity from solar power.

He said the legislation would pro-
tect consumers from restrictive cov-
enants prohibiting solar systems on
homeowner’s roofs – similar to how
homeowners’ associations cannot
block the installation of satellite tele-
vision dishes – and make it easier for
utility companies to purchase from
homeowners excess power generated
from those solar units.

At a Capitol Hill news conference,
Mr. Ferguson joined the bill’s princi-
pal House author, Rep. Dennis
Cardoza (D-Calif.), and Senator Rob-
ert Menendez (D-NJ), who introduced
identical legislation in the senate.

“This important bipartisan legisla-
tion promotes renewable sources of
energy and makes solar power more
affordable and accessible to more
Americans,” Mr. Ferguson said. “New
Jersey is the nation’s leader in pro-
moting residential solar power, and
we have more than 2,000 solar-pow-
ered homes and businesses in New
Jersey. This legislation would help to
speed the use of emissions-free solar
power throughout the nation.”

According to the Solar Energy In-
dustries Association, New Jersey is
the nation’s second largest state mar-
ket for solar power, after California.

NJ Transit Names
Sarles Exec. Director
NEWARK – Richard Sarles has been

named the new executive director of
NJ Transit, the corporation’s board of
directors announced on Monday.

Mr. Sarles, 62, has been NJ
Transit’s assistant executive direc-
tor for capital programs and plan-
ning since 2002, managing the
agency’s $1.3-billion annual capital
program, as well as all three light
rail operations in the state.

A professional engineer, Mr. Sarles
previously served for more than 20
years in construction, project man-
agement and project planning roles
with the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey. He also served at
Amtrak from 1996 until 2002 as a
vice president leading the Northeast
Corridor High-Speed Rail program
and leading capital-program manage-
ment for projects across the nation.

He holds a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration from Rutgers Uni-
versity and a Bachelor of Engineering
degree from The Cooper Union.

Giuliani Camp. Mgr.
Happy With Primary Date

Rudy Giuliani Presidential Cam-
paign Manager Mike DuHaime made
the following statement this week on
the signing of legislation moving the
New Jersey’s state primary to Febru-
ary 5:

“We are confident Rudy Giuliani is
the Republican candidate who can
win New Jersey. New Jersey voters
have seen firsthand Mayor Giuliani’s
proven leadership transforming our
neighbor across the river into a place
where businesses grow, families feel
safe and the economy is revitalized.”

On Sunday, Governor Jon Corzine
signed the bill moving the state’s Presi-
dential Primary Election to February
5, joining New York, California,
Florida and Texas, which have moved
their primaries. The state’s regular pri-
mary for state, county and municipal
offices will be held, as always, on the
first Tuesday in June next year.

Corzine Endorses Hillary
At Elizabeth Event

Governor Jon Corzine officially
endorsed U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton
(D-New York) for President. Mrs.
Clinton has raised $26 million for her
presidential bid. Monday’s event was
held at Elizabeth’s City Hall.

Sen. Bryant Indicted,
Could Do 50 Yrs. in Jail

A federal jury on March 29 in-
dicted State Senator Wayne Bryant
on charges that he “unlawfully [used]
his power and influence to obtain a
paid, no-work job at UMDNJ’s (Uni-
versity of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey’s) School of Osteopathic
Medicine (SOM) in exchange for lob-
bying and bringing millions of dol-
lars in extra funding to the school and
using that job and others to fraudu-
lently nearly triple his state pension,”
according to a press release from the
office of U.S. Attorney Chris Christie.

Mr. Christie said Mr. Bryant used
his alleged fraudulent acts to increase
his anticipated pension from $28,000
in 2002 to $81,268 this year.

The jury also indicted R. Michael
Gallagher, the former dean of SOM.
He allegedly used Mr. Bryant’s influ-
ence to become dean and “rigged the
hiring process to create a job for
Bryant at SOM that appeared to be a
legitimate, bona fide position,” ac-
cording to the release.

If convicted on all counts, Mr.
Bryant faces 50 years in jail and a fine
of $750,000; Mr. Gallagher faces 60
years in jail and $1 million in fines,
according to the release.

Republicans Call For Leg.
Session on Corruption

Republican lawmakers last Friday
asked Governor Jon Corzine to call a
special session of the legislature to
consider anti-corruption bills, accord-

ing to The Star-Ledger.
Governor Corzine’s spokesman

Anthony Coley said the Governor
would wait to see what the Republi-
cans request.

“Given the gravity of the criminal
charges lodged against state Sen.
Wayne Bryant by the U.S. Attorney’s
Office Thursday, it is essential that
systemic ethical reform must be en-
acted by the legislature immediately,”
according to a quote The Ledger at-
tributed to Senate Minority Leader
Leonard Lance (R-Hunterdon).

Senate President Richard Codey
(D-West Orange) cited new rules re-
quiring legislators to publicly spon-
sor grants added to the state budget,
according to The Ledger.

“The budget reforms we have insti-
tuted in the Senate will hopefully
eliminate any potential conflicts and
abuses in the future and go a long way
towards ensuring that those in all
levels of New Jersey government act
in the best interests of the public,” Mr.
Codey told the newspaper.

Former Assemblyman
Charged In Betting Ring

Former Hudson County state As-
semblyman and ex-Union City Mayor
Raul “Rudy” Garcia was arrested and
charged last week with racketeering,
conspiracy to commit money laun-
dering, conspiracy and promoting
gambling in connection with a sports
betting ring, according to a report in
The Jersey City Journal.

Mr. Garcia, a lobbyist, faces up to
15 years in jail and fines up to
$185,000. Forty-seven others were
arrested in connection with the bet-
ting ring, the newspaper reported.

Ex-Lobbyist Golding Faces
New Harassment Charges

Former lobbyist Karen Golding
faces additional charges of making
more than 600 calls to relatives of
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-
Camden), chairman of the state’s
Democratic Party, according to The
Star Ledger.

Ms. Golding was arrested last year
for stalking Mr. Cryan. The newspa-
per reported that the new charges
come at the same time the woman
seeks early release from a court su-
pervision program.

Mr. Cryan’s sister, brother and sis-
ter-in-law reportedly filed harassment
complaints against Ms. Golding with
the Union Township Municipal Court.

According to The Star-Ledger, Mr.
Cryan’s family has asked a municipal
judge to keep Ms. Golding under
court monitoring and expand the re-
straining order that already prohibits
her from contacting the assembly-
man. The family also has asked the
attorney general’s office to launch a
new stalking investigation against Ms.
Golding.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOTABLE WOMEN...Maryanne Connelly, former Fanwood mayor, and Mary
Ellen “Mel” Harris, a member of the Union County Board of Elections, pose with
their awards after the Women’s Political Caucus of Union County honored them
at the organization’s second annual “Notable Women in Politics” reception last
Wednesday evening at L’Affaire.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

This is the best new wine we have tasted this year.  Elegant,
with berry flavors and soft spices that last on the palate.

This is exceptional and only few cases are made.  About 20
cases get to the United States.  The lingering forest floor

quality on the finish makes it inviting with an herb-based
lamb.  Decant for 30 minutes and enjoy this treasure.  The

vines are 75 years old and very concentrated.

Dettori TDettori TDettori TDettori TDettori Tenores Sardinia 2003enores Sardinia 2003enores Sardinia 2003enores Sardinia 2003enores Sardinia 2003
$79.99$79.99$79.99$79.99$79.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 04/11/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

Wines for Easter
It is hard to think of a better combination with a glazed ham than a fine bottle

of rich viognier.  The grape is difficult but, in the right hands, exceptional.
Filled with lovely tropical mangoes and pineapples, it has an overriding tone of

smoky peaches and apricots.

Dolcetto is one of a few grapes in the world that will go with almost everything.
This has a lush open nose, full of ripe fruit and blossoms.  The refreshing and long
palate isn’t just ideal with Italian food, but also with medium to heavy cheeses and

ham.  Lots of juicy blueberry and red currant flavors.

A lively and crisp Gruner with notes of fresh sweet snap peas, lime, with peach and
mineral.  Extra food friendly, with a well balanced acid and hints of herb and white

pepper on the finish.  An onion dip, oriental food, or ham.

From hundred-year-old low-yield vines, this is what Chateauneuf should be.
Tons of cherry and dark berry fruit, framed by the mineral from the stony soils

with enough acid to penetrate fatty pork or lamb.  A real gem in an
overcrowded and overpriced category.

A great palate-wakeup before dinner, or a fine partner with a fish or a lighter pork or
ham dish.  There is a bright burst of lime and lemon on the front with delicate

herbal and earthy tones that linger after a full mid palate.

Mr. Thackrey is a bit of a mad scientist.  Blending this, that and the other thing.
Here is some syrah, barbera, carignane, mourvedre, petit sirah and viognier, plus
other things.  It isn’t worth the time to understand it all, but he may be the best

wine maker in California and you won’t find a better wine for you lamb.

They do all the right things to make this an astonishing, mainly dry wine.  Lots of
fresh citrus and green apple fruit.  It has a great frame of mineral and acid.  And

there is a wonderful sea salt quality that says you should have it with ham.

Silvia Heinrich is among the emerging generation of great woman winemakers in
Austria.  Her knowledge of every vine and rock is evident in this lush ripe medium

bodied red.  There is a ton of black and red fruit with a wonderful sprinkling of herbal
tones and black pepper.  The lingering bright fruit suggests a perfect match with ham.

Carina Cellars Central Coast Viognier 2005  $21.99

Parusso Dolcetto D’Alba Piani Noce  $15.99

Aichinger Gruner Veltliner Schonberg Kamptal  $21.99

Marquis Anselme Mathieu Chateauneuf-du-Pape  $47.99

Howling Wolves Margaret River Semillon /

Sauvignon Blanc  $13.99

Sean Thackrey Pleiades Old Vines XV  $34.99

Weingut Clusserath Riesling Classic  $16.99

J. Heinrich Blaufrankisch  $15.99


