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Spending too much on car insurance?

THE BUCK STOPS HERE.

Only Allstate® Your Choice Auto 
has all these ways to save:
 • Safe Driving BonusSM

 • Deductible RewardsSM

 • Accident Forgiveness

 • New Car Replacement

Now with new, lower rates in New Jersey, can 

you afford not to be in Good Hands®? Call 

me today.

RON BANSKY
(800) 554-6964
715 CENTRAL AVE.  - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RonBansky@allstate.com

Come and compare your current
policy with one from Allstate

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate new Jersey Property and
Casualty Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company

POLICE BLOTTER

Man Approaches
Middle-School Girl

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
school system has reported that a
Roosevelt Intermediate School stu-
dent was approached by an older man
in older model, dark blue van who
asked her to come over to him, accord-
ing to an e-mail copied to The Westfield
Leader. The man reportedly said he
needed help looking for his dog.

The girl ran home and told her
mother, who contacted the school,
which put her in touch with the
Westfield Police, officials said.

Police said the case is under investi-
gation, but due to the fact school offi-
cials accidentally released the victim’s
name, no more details could be pro-
vided in order to protect the girl and
her family.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
YOU’VE GOT EGGS…Tommy Hoy of Mountainside, the youngest of Robyn and
Joseph Hoy’s six children, puts all his eggs in one basket at the borough’s Easter egg
hunt last Saturday. Mountainside’s volunteer rescue squad sponsors the event.

way for the county to purchase a build-
ing in Elizabeth that houses the Union
County Improvement Authority.

One of the ordinances gives the
board’s consent for the improvement
authority to issue tax-exempt bonds
for the $1.3-million purchase of the
three-story building at 10 Cherry
Street in Elizabeth. Another provides
the county’s guarantee of the bond;
the third executes the agreement.

“It was actually the recommenda-
tion of the improvement authority” to
purchase the building, Mr. Devanney
said. He said the building has been
home to the improvement authority
for more than five years.

When asked by Elizabeth resident
Jerry Goldman what the building
would be used for, Mr. Devanney
said, “I don’t believe it’s completely
(decided) at this point.”

Mr. Devanney confirmed to Mr.
Goldman that a resolution the board
approved to T&M Associates of
Middletown for rehabilitation work
on the Lake Surprise dam in
Mountainside and Summit is solely
for architectural services.

“We don’t have (a total project es-
timate) as of yet,” he said.

The board awarded multiple con-
tracts for road improvements. Among
them was a $127,368 contract to The
Louis Berger Group for professional
engineering services along Central
Avenue in Westfield and Clark.

The work will include traffic-sig-
nal upgrades, new traffic-signal equip-
ment, countdown pedestrian signal
indications, signs, striping and handi-
capped-accessible concrete curb
ramps with warning devices.

The county installed new traffic
signals at Mountainside Avenue, East
Broad Street and Central Avenue last
year.

The freeholders approved a $56,000
contract to Pennoni Associates of
Cranford for engineering design work
for intersection improvements for
Springfield Avenue at Orange and
North Union Avenues. They approved
a $108,000 contract to The Louis
Berger Group for engineering design
services for intersection improvements
at Chilton Street and West Jersey, West
Grand and Orchard Streets and at Or-
chard and Cherry Streets in Elizabeth.

The board approved a $40,000 con-
tract to Goose Control Technology of
Metuchen for “managing the Canadian
Geese population” in the county parks
system. The measure passed 6-3, with
Freeholders Nancy Ward, Adrian Mapp
and Al Mirabella voting against it.

“Is that (resolution) the gassing of
the geese?” questioned Cranford resi-
dent Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association.

Daniel Bernier, with the division of
park planning and maintenance, told

The Westfield Leader the $40,000 con-
tract would involve the removal of
geese when they are “flightless” while
multiplying. He said the geese would
be removed and taken to a “poultry
processing plant” and killed along
chicken-slaughtering procedures. The
processed meat will be given to food
banks. The program will be conducted
at 20 of the county’s 33 parks.

During the public part of the meet-
ing, Fanwood resident John Marquardt
questioned why he has not received a
response from the county regarding a
cost analysis he submitted to the board.

Citing the county’s “We’re Con-
nected to You” tagline, he said, “I
don’t have a connection to my repre-
sentatives but I would expect the cour-
tesy of a response.”

He said spending “at all levels
government…is out of control.” He
said he wanted “to use some of my
experience (in the purchasing
field)…to help reduce cost” in county
government.”

Freeholder Adrian Mapp said he
would like the board to approve a new
policy whereby it would address ques-
tions raised by the public at meetings
regardless of their political affiliation.

“I think we should respond to every
question from the floor,” Mr. Mapp
said.

Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the board’s current
policy is “to respond to every serious
question from the floor.”

The board approved a resolution to
become a member of the Somerset
County Cooperative Pricing Coopera-
tive Pricing System, which officials
have said is similar to bulk purchasing.

The board also awarded a $44,000,
one-year contract to the consulting
firm of James Davy, former human
services commissioner under Gover-
nor Jim McGreevey, to provide “shared
consulting services” to the county.
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Residents Discuss Turf Bond
At FW GOP Club Meeting

By JOHN SKOWRONSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Two dozen residents
attended the Fanwood Republican
Club-sponsored meeting Monday
night at The Provident Bank in
Fanwood to hear a discussion of the
upcoming $2-million bond referen-
dum seeking funds to upgrade Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district fields
with artificial turf.

Linda Nelson, a member of the SP-
F Board of Education, and Anthony
Giannaci, president of the Turf-It
Foundation, presented their views on
the upcoming bond referendum.

Mr. Giannacci fielded questions
attendees raised about the turf fields
when the discussion touched upon
the issue of capital expenditures.

Kevin St. Onge asked about the
accountability of past actions and in-
actions, and asked when the last time
any capital improvements had been
made to the existing fields and;  in
particular,  the track.

SP-F Schools Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi said the last
significant maintenance to the 20-
year-old track was 10 years ago.

Audience members said large parts
of the track are crumbling and becom-
ing a potential liability to the school
district should anyone seriously injure
himself or herself during an event.

“There has not been enough money
to maintain the fields in the budget,”
Ms. Nelson replied to one inquiry.
“There were always other priorities,”
she added, referring to reasons why the
fields were not maintained or expanded
as well as they could have been.

“The [grass] fields need to rest,”
added board member Robert
O’Connor. He said the fields are so
heavily used for so much of the year
that they cannot withstand the strain.
Other causes mentioned included the
growth of the various recreational
programs, overuse of the fields and
the lack of enough fields.

“We just can’t keep up (with de-
mand),” Mr. Del Sordi said.

The discussion turned to the timing
of the referendum and the importance
of having the issue on the April ballot.
Ms. Nelson said due to the timing of
construction and the need to secure
bids, this month was the time to let
voters decide the bond’s fate.

Mr. Giannaci said artificial fields
could withstand the rigors of con-
stant use. He said putting electrical
conduit in the ground now to support
any future lighting projects made
sense because doing it later would
cost more and might jeopardize the
integrity of the fields. Mr. Giannaci
described the Turf-It Foundation and
its commitment to raise $250,000 in
support of the fields.

Mr. St. Onge questioned the com-
mitment “with all due respect.” Oth-
ers questioned why the BOE seeks
public money in lieu of raising funds
through donations.

Mr. Giannaci said pursuing public
money was the original plan of the
foundation and that if it failed, they
would seek “Plan B.” When called upon
to share Plan B, he declined comment.

One woman said an initiative to
raise money through a mailing sent to
district residents had received “very
little response.” This prompted com-
ments from multiple individuals ask-
ing why, if people who had children in
the schools would not contribute, the
rest of thw residents should be asked
to fund the project.

Monica Felsing spoke of research
she did about how some neighboring
towns had approached a similar situa-
tion. She said that per her discussion
with John Van, director of buildings
and grounds in Millburn for more than
35 years,she learned  Millburn voters
had rejected a bond referendum for
turf fields. She said a group of Millburn
citizens raised money from corpora-
tions and individuals. She said within
60 days, Millburn raised $1.6 million.
Ms. Felsing asked Mrs. Nelson and
Mr. Giannaci why that avenue of rais-
ing money was not explored first.

Mr. Giannaci said the Turf-It Foun-
dation had approached “many” pos-
sible benefactors, but because Scotch
Plains had not committed to the project,
they would not commit either.

Mrs. Nelson said the referendum
would allow the district to raise money
and, if not all of the money were needed,
it would only raise needed funds.

Multiple residents said they felt
that if the bond referendum was
passed, the full amount would be
raised and potential donors would not
feel the need to contribute.

Michael Ancona, a financial planner,
questioned the math being used to jus-
tify the “per household cost” calcula-
tion and accused the presentions justi-
fying the project of being “disingenu-
ous.” He saidhis own projections show
a much higher “per household cost.”

Mr. Del Sordi said the exact dura-
tion of the amortization had not been
finalized and the calculation was only
an estimate given the variables in the
equation. He said the cost benefit was
in the district’s best interest.

application did not propose a well
and septic system and that there were
no off-tract improvements requested.

The property in question is at the
convergence of the borders of
Garwood, Westfield and Cranford at
the northeast corner of the borough.
The proposed development involves
wetlands and abuts a seven-acre drain-
age basin and wildlife area owned
and managed by Westfield and
Cranford to support runoff from ex-
isting residential homes in the area.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said Cranford pays Westfield
$7,000 annually for the lease. Westfield
owns 2.79 acres of the 9.29-acre basin.

“This is a long-standing lease agree-
ment,” he said, noting that a few years
ago the town renewed the lease and
collected back payments it was owed.

The drainage basin has been the
subject of complaints by neighbors in
the past, as Cranford was to maintain
the basin under a contract with
Westfield dating back to 1979. The
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP) told The
Leader at the time that an engineer-
ing study and inspection by the DEP
would be required to develop a cor-
rection and maintenance plan for the
drainage basin.

Adding more stormwater runoff to
the drainage basin as proposed by the
developer of the subdivision in
Garwood requires approval by the
NJDEP, Westfield and Cranford.

Westfield Town Engineer Ken
Marsh said, “I am not concerned
about it (the development) but we
will look into it.” He said the
Westfield planning board has re-
ceived a “small set” of plans from
the developer.

He said the developer would have
to follow “strict” new DEP regula-
tions for wetlands, including submit-
tal of a wetlands investigation of the
property, verification of wetland lim-
its and a flood plain investigation.

“It essentially tells you where you
can build,” Mr. Marsh said.

At one time, Union County had con-
sidered incorporating the property into
the county’s open space initiative, but
that proposal did not materialize.
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Special education costs can include
in-district services, as well as send-
ing students out of district to special-
ized schools that could cost as much
as $100,000 per student.

Adele Lewis, BOE president, said
the budget allows the district to fund
the programs the students need.

“We are able to maintain the pro-
grams we have with this budget,” Ms.
Lewis said. “It was a difficult process
due to the lack of guidance from
Trenton.”

Garwood received $549,082 in state
aid for the 2007-2008 school year, up
from $533,089 last year, officials said.
The district plans to apply for addi-
tional state aid.

The budget’s tax levy falls below
the 4-percent-increase cap imposed
by the state. The increases in special
education and transportation costs are
not controlled by the cap and are
allowed to increase more than other
budget items, officials said.

Other budget increases include sala-
ries, healthcare, administration and
support-services costs.

Garwood resident Sandro
Villaraut, a candidate for the board
of education, said the budget repre-
sents a big tax impact for the district
but the education the students re-
ceive is good.

“I am concerned that the Lincoln
School is at full capacity and I would
like to see our test scores go up,” he
said. “But the schools are pretty good
(overall).”

Westfield
Saturday, March 24, Andre Y.

Brown, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Warren police headquarters pursu-
ant to two contempt of court traffic
warrants that were issued by the
Westfield Municipal Court. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting $280 total bail.

Saturday, March 24, Jennifer
Young, 24, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested on the 200 block of South
Avenue, East, for contempt of court
on a Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $99 bail.

Sunday, March 25, Adan Osorio-
Beteta, 46, of West New York was
arrested at East South and Central
Avenues for alleged DWI. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Sunday, March 25, Christine
Piperato, 40, of Laurence Harbor,
Stanley Backiel, 44, of Elizabeth and
Cheryl Conroy, 39, of South Amboy
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop at South and Windsor Avenues
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. All three were released
with summonses.

Monday, March 26, Todd Aurand,
29, of Cranford was arrested at the
Cranford Police Department on an
outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant with bail set at $500. Aurand was
unable to post bail and was trans-
ported to the Union County jail pend-
ing a court appearance.

Monday, March 26, Sing Mun Yeow,
20, of Clark was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant, with
bail set at $99, following a motor ve-
hicle stop at South and Central Av-
enues. He posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, March 27, Jahmal
McNeil, 29, of Irvington was arrested
on an outstanding Irvington traffic
warrant, with bail set at $300, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Drake Place. He was
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 28, Justin Wolf,
18, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant,
with bail set at $150, following a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Virginia Street. He was released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 28, a resident
of the 500 block of Downer Street
reported that someone threw a claw
hammer through the driver’s side front
window of his motor vehicle while it
was parked in the street in front of his
residence. There was no further dam-
age to the vehicle.

Thursday, March 29, Jonathan
Tomassi, 26, of Clark was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a motor
vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Cacciola Place. He was released on his
own recognizance with summonses
pending an April 12 court date.

Thursday, March 29, Dominick P.
Demieri, 26, of Levittown, NY posted
$120 bail at Westfield police head-
quarters on a Teaneck traffic warrant.

Thursday, March 29, a Cacciola
Place resident reported the theft of a
28-inch “Stahl 038” chainsaw valued
at $700 from a locked garage.

Friday, March 30, Danielle Catone,
21, of Philadelphia was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Virginia Street and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana. She was released on her
own recognizance with a summons.

Friday, March 30, Lucien Valmyr,
Jr., 27, of Montclair was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Summit
Avenue and Temple Place and charged
with hindering apprehension. He also
was arrested on a no-bail Essex County
Sheriff’s warrant, plus criminal war-
rants from East Orange and Bloomfield
with bail amounts of $5,087 and $1,000,
respectively, and a Newark warrant with
bail set at $325. Valmyr was turned over
to Essex County authorities.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 27, a resident of

Spruce Mill Lane reported that some-
one used his Social Security number
to open up a cell phone account. The
suspect then made $700 worth of
phone calls, police said.

Wednesday, March 28, Harold Mary-
land, 51, of Union was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 29, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that some-
one obtained her account number and
removed several hundred dollars from
her checking account.

Thursday, March 29 a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
attempted to enter her house through
a rear window. No items were taken,
police said.

Friday, March 30, Paul Boykins, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on sev-
eral outstanding warrants out of New-
ark following a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 31, Emmanuel
Lubin, 24, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor  vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, it was also discov-
ered that Lubin had several outstand-
ing warrants from other towns. Lubin
was held at the Union County jail for
failure to make bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 27, Alihea S. Jones,

33, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, March 27, Izabel D.
Marques, 39, of Garwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation.

Tuesday, March 27, Naomi S.
McElynn, 36, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in
the 300 block of South Avenue.

Wednesday, March 28, Peter
Cacciuttolo, 19, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Friday, March 30, Donna Caddigan,
49, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of
Watchung after a field investigation.

Friday, March 30, Earl R. Scott, 32,
of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Passaic warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
STRIKE A POSE...Fourth graders
at Westfield’s McKinley Elemen-
tary School stand as wax statues of
notable inventors at Madame
McKinley’s Wax Museum, an event
held last Thursday in the elemen-
tary school’s auditorium. During a
three-month-long unit, each fourth
grader studied an individual inven-
tor and invention, wrote a report,
prepared a speech, made a proto-
type of the invention and then
dressed up as the inventor for the
wax museum. Relatives and other
guests attended the afternoon event,
dubbed “Celebrating Genius,” and
had a chance to push the buttons on
the “wax statues” and watch the
student statues come to life to speak
as their respective inventors. See
additional photos of Madame
McKinley’s Wax Museum at
goleader.com/photos.
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Contractor Suffers
Burns In Fire
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A 28-year-old con-
tractor doing work Tuesday on a home
in town sustained burns when vapors
from a floor-finishing product ignited.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the fire was reported at 1:22 p.m. at 399
Marcellus Drive, located off St. Marks
Avenue on the north side of town.

“He (the victim) had burns to his
left hand and right leg,” Chief Kelly
said. The Westfield Rescue Squad
treated the man, whose name was not
released, and transported him to the
burn unit of St. Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston.

Chief Kelly said the injury was not
life-threatening, but he did not know
the man’s condition. Two other work-
ers were not injured.

“The vapors (from the floor finish)
ignited causing a flash fire. There
was moderate damage to the
entranceway of the single-family
dwelling,” Chief Kelly said.

He said the fire was quickly extin-
guished. Westfield police also re-
sponded to the scene. The chief said
the fire caused “moderate smoke dam-
age” through the home.

known at this time whether there is
any connection between those cases
and the thefts from the Westfield store.

The local incidents remain under
investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau, Cap-
tain Auchter said.
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