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Egg Hunt Set for
Saturday at Park

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield’s 72nd annual Easter Egg
Hunt will take place this Saturday,
April 7, at Mindowaskin Park on East
Broad Street. Participants are asked
to assemble by 12:45 p.m.; the hunt
will start promptly at 1 p.m. For full
details, see article on page 8.

GW BOE Budget Hikes Taxes
$188 for Average Taxpayer

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Citing increasing
costs in special education and high-
school tuition, the Garwood Board of
Education voted to send a $6.4-mil-
lion school tax levy to voters in April’s
School Board Elections. The total
school budget this year is $8 million.

The increase would raise taxes on
an average home assessed at $100,000
by $188. The proposed budget carries
a $7.3-million operating budget, up
from $6.7 million last year. The re-
maining costs come from the district’s
debt service incurred from bonding
improvements to Lincoln School.

“I think the business and finance
committee did a thorough job finding
every possible way to control any in-
creases in this budget,” Superinten-
dent of Schools William Murphy said.
“This is a fiscally responsible budget.”

According to Julia DePinto-Perez,
the district’s business administrator,
the bulk of the increases are in spe-
cial-education costs, employee sala-
ries and benefits and costs associated
with the new 10-year contract to send
Garwood teenagers to Clark’s Arthur
L. Johnson High School.

“This is the first year the (Garwood)
district will be paying for expenses
such as special education and trans-
portation for our high-school stu-
dents,” Ms. DePinto-Perez said.

Garwood negotiated the contract with
the Clark district after the Union County
regional district was broken up follow-
ing a referendum passed by voters. The
district had included high schools in
Springfield, Kenilworth, Berkeley
Heights and Clark. The district also
served Mountainside and Garwood.

The new contract with the Clark
calls for Garwood to pay one third of
the total cost of transportation and
special education expenses for the
2007-2008 school year. These costs
amount to $101,000 for transportation
and $124,000 for special education.

The district will also pay tuition for
162 borough students to attend the
Clark school.

Ms. DePinto-Perez said the budget
has an $80,000 surplus for special edu-
cation to cover any unforeseen costs.

“A student may come into the dis-
trict or be classified as a special-
needs student during the school year
and (Garwood) would be responsible
for the cost of that student’s educa-
tion,” she said.
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BOE to Discuss Super.
Search Surveys April 10

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will hold its next
regularly scheduled meeting on Tues-
day, April 10, at the administration
building at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.
The agenda will include a report by
Hazard, Young and Attea, the na-
tional search firm that is assisting the
board in replacing Superintendent of
Schools William Foley, whose retire-
ment is effective August 31.

The report will summarize the more
than 600 surveys completed on-line,
as well as comments gleaned from a
public meeting and conferences with
staff members.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on Monday, April 9, at
westfieldnjk12.org and in the board
office at 302 Elm Street.

Board meetings are taped and tele-
vised on TV-36 on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. and
Saturdays and Sundays at 10 a.m.

Freeholders Hire Consultant
To Review Jail Overtime Pay

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders have hired a consulting firm
to review operations on the county’s
correctional facility in Elizabeth.
County Manager George Devanney said
the main concern of the county remains
overtime paid to correctional officers.

The board hired Trenton-based Paige
Plus, LLC, “to provide correctional
planning, operations and administra-
tion consulting services” commencing
April 1 and ending September 30 at a
cost of $25,000, according to the board’s
agenda for its March 29 meeting.

Mr. Devanney said Gary Hilton,
president of Paige Plus, is “probably
one of the top three” correctional
facility consultants in the nation. The
county manager said the firm would
“take a look at overtime and make
some recommendations.”

The county manager budgeted $6.8
million in overtime for corrections – in
addition to $20.3 million budgeted for
corrections department salaries – in his
executive spending plan released in
January. The county’s total proposed
budget is $415.2 million, with $239.6
million to be raised in county taxes.

“[Paige Plus] will spend some time
on-site day and night,” he said. He
said Paige Plus would only look at
current operations, including current
correctional officers’ shifts and posts.

The company has provided correc-
tional consulting services to Mercer,
Monmouth, Middlesex, Bergen,

Essex, Gloucester and Hudson Coun-
ties. Mr. Hilton, who founded the
firm in 2002, was director of correc-
tions and juvenile services for the
Monmouth County Sheriff’s Office
from 1998 to 2002, and was acting
commissioner for the state’s depart-
ment of corrections in 1998.

The board also approved the intro-
duction of three ordinances paving the
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Developer Seeks to Build
Six Homes on Fourth Ave.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
and KATHY MARQUES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – About a dozen neigh-
bors showed up at the Garwood Plan-
ning Board meeting on Wednesday,
March 28, to hear details of a major
subdivision application proposed for
484-490 Fourth Avenue by developer
Richard Buontempo of Cranford.
Garwood residents Mary Hidi and
Frank Liquore own the two properties.

The proposal includes combining
the two properties into ownership by
the developer, upon which the devel-
oper would subdivide the property
into six parcels for the construction
of six homes. Planning Board Chair-
man Robert Pender announced at the
beginning of the meeting that the
application had been withdrawn and
would be resubmitted due to neces-
sary engineering changes.

All notifications required by law
will be made to property owners
within 200 feet of the proposal a
minimum of 10 days prior to any
further meeting scheduled on the
matter upon re-submittal of the appli-
cation, officials acknowledged.

According to resident Bruce Pater-
son, approximately five years ago a
developer came up with a plan for 26
townhouses for the property, a num-
ber that was reduced to 24 and later
16. The planningboard denied the ap-
plication.

“The major problem was density
still because of the odd shape prop-
erty. The turnaround at the end of the
long narrow driveway for garbage
trucks and fire trucks, the building
height, the number of stairs from grade
to third-floor bedrooms, (and) the
fact that the garages were at grade
and the house living area actually
above the garage (were other prob-
lems),” Mr. Paterson said in an e-mail
to The Westfield Leader.

“The developer has reduced the
number of dwellings down drasti-
cally to a very reasonable number.
Hopefully (he) will adhere to all mu-
nicipal land use ordinances, respect
the wetlands, (and) obey storm-water
runoff mandates. The original plans
showed change; these show progress,”
Mr. Paterson said.

The borough sent a letter on Novem-
ber 5 to Robert Kraus of Leib, Kraus,
Grispin & Roth from Scotch Plains,
attorneys for Mr. Buontempo, stating
that the submitted application to con-
struct six homes on two properties could
not be deemed complete at the time
because “the height of the principal
structure shall be two-and-a-half sto-
ries, or 30 feet, and the driveways need
to meet the zoning requirements.”

On January 16, Mr. Kraus sent a
revised application to the borough,
along with a letter saying his client
was including a check for the $450
application fee and $1,687.50 for the
escrow fee.

The revised application states that
four of the six houses would have a
maximum height of about less than
33 feet and that the driveways would
be more than 10 feet long and not less
than nine feet wide, in compliance
with Garwood’s zoning requirements.
The application, which was for a per-
formance bond, stated that a public
water line was available but that the
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Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
WAX INVENTORS...Above, McKinley Elementary School fourth-grade teacher
Joe Paradise and students watch “Leonardo DaVinci” give a speech about his life
as an inventor at last Thursday’s Madame McKinley Wax Museum. The museum
event, open to parents, siblings and guests, marked the culmination of a three-
month-long academic unit in which each student researched a specific inventor and
invention, wrote a newsletter announcing the invention’s development, prepared a
speech and secured a costume. The students stood as wax statues, and when a
museum guest pushed their buttons, the students would recite their speeches before
returning to “wax.” Below, Izzi Wayner discovered in her research that her
inventor, Mary Spaeth, was still alive and initiated correspondence with her. The
student and inventor have traded e-mails regarding Ms. Spaeth’s work for two
months. See additional photos on page 12 and at goleader.com/photos.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SPRING FASHION BEAUTY...Store owners Nicole and Vanessa Esposito
receive assistance from their puppy, Diva, while setting up for their fashion show
last Saturday at Perla Designer Boutique on North Avenue in Westfield.

WF Councilwoman Neylan Offers
Information on White Paper Report

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – When the town
council introduced the White Paper
Report process in the fall of 2005,
Town Engineer Ken Marsh said he
was “skeptical” of the plan, designed
to increase efficiency and better com-
munication at the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW).

Reported on September 29, 2005,
when detailing his skepticism, Mr.
Marsh said, “A lot of rocks have been
thrown at us.”

Public Works Committee Chair-
woman Jo Ann Neylan, who visited
The Westfield Leader offices last
week, said DPW “takes the most
punches. It’s also the department that
most affects people’s quality of life.

So, yes, they need to be more acces-
sible to the public, have better cus-
tomer service relations. Even though
it’s a public department, we’re trying
to run it like a corporation where the
clients are the residents.”

She added, “Ken and the entire
department have been very receptive,
and that’s been a really good thing.”

“Any time an outsider group exam-
ines another’s operations, “you’re al-
ways a little skeptical,” she said.

The consultant group – consisting
of Matt Albano, Pam Wiaczek and
John Ryan – formulated the ways to
increase efficiency and better com-
munication. “Those are the two ma-
jor areas. It was not in any way a
witch-hunt,” Ms. Neylan said.

In the October 2005 debates, sec-

ond ward Democratic candidate Frank
Fusaro said, “The DPW is basically
broken, and it needs to be fixed. We
need accessibility to the town engi-
neer and we need some accountabil-
ity.”

Ms. Neylan told The Leader, “Like
anyone who is outside of a situation,
it’s easy to look critically within, not
realizing that work was being done to
attain those goals, to make it better.”

Now implementing the second
phase (building and zoning) of rec-
ommendations, the town has added a
town planner.

In this function, Judith Thornton
communicates with the historical and
tree preservation commissions,
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
architectural review board, fire de-
partment and police when an applica-
tion comes in and affects those enti-
ties.

Ms. Neylan said, “Judith is looking
in the bigger picture, and she’s able to
handle the whole growth of Westfield.
That’s been a major savings and a
major benefit to Westfield.”

The recommendations increase the
role of Claude Schaffer, DPW super-
intendent; the study calls for him to
report directly to Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea.

Mr. Marsh, according to Ms. Neylan,
will focus more on building, zoning
and engineering. The construction and
maintenance layer, which Mr. Shaffer
will handle, “will be carved out.”

She said that in the future there
would be a full redesign of the DPW
building on North Avenue, which has
gone out to bid. “That’s coming down
the pike. It’s a maze when people
walk in,” she said.

She said the DPW-Recreation De-
partment partnership would continue
its field-maintenance pilot program,
whereby four DPW members assist
the recreation department.

The final White Paper report will
occur on Tuesday, April 17, culmi-
nating the two phases.

Anyone wishing to contact DPW
or volunteer can call (908) 789-4100.

Police Investigate Two Incidents
Of Theft at WF Victoria’s Secret
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
continuing to investigate the theft of
thousands of dollars worth of mer-
chandise from the Victoria’s Secret
store in Westfield within the past two
weeks.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department confirmed
to The Westfield Leader yesterday that
two incidents had occurred days apart
at the Westfield store, located on the
200 block of East Broad Street.

The thefts happened around the same
time period that merchandise was re-
ported stolen from two other Victoria’s
Secret stores, including one at the New-
port Center Mall in Jersey City on
March 20 and a second at the Burlington
Center Mall in Burlington the follow-
ing day. Two people have been arrested

in the Burlington case, according to a
report in The Star-Ledger.

In the first of the two Westfield
incidents, Victoria’s Secret reported
on March 23 that underwear valued at
$2,875 was taken from a display table
at the rear of the store near the back
door. It is believed that the theft oc-
curred during business hours the pre-
vious day.

The second incident occurred on
March 28, but was not reported until
last Saturday, Captain Auchter noted.

In this case, about 1,500 pairs of
underwear valued at $13,142 were
removed from the premises, again
from a rear display.

According to Captain Auchter, both
incidents were “un-witnessed” and
no suspicious activity had been ob-
served inside the store prior to dis-
covery that the thefts had occurred.

While the cases are similar in na-
ture to the ones in Jersey City and
Burlington, the captain said it is un-
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Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
NO LOVE...The Westfield Police Department’s detective bureau is investigating
two separate incidents of theft at the town’s Victoria’s Secret, pictured above
during its Valentine’s Day campaign. Captain Clifford Auchter said that at this
time it is unknown whether the thefts are related to each other or to two separate
thefts at two other New Jersey Victoria’s Secret locations. Westfield’s store lost
more than $16,000 in merchandise between the two incidents.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
TRANSLATION: FUN…Workers for Scorby Associates of Ridgefield install new equipment Tuesday at the Mindowaskin
Park playground. The new equipment includes plastic and metal slides, a climbing apparatus and transitional pieces. The
upgrades come as the result of a state safety mandate effective October of this year.

Happy Easter
Happy Passover


