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SP-F Raider Gridders Scare
No. 10 Irvington in 7-6, Loss

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raiders Rally in Second Half,
Nip Cougar Soccer Boys, 2-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devil Footballers Down
Kearny ‘Kardinals’, 23-6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

four quarters of hard football and I’m
happy for them.”

Defensive linemen Santo Nardi, JT
Sheehan, Ryan Scanlon and Scott
Newman; linebackers Will Harbaugh
and Joe Val-Ilobera; end John Dugan
(sack), Simmons, Yarusi and Michael
Henry limited the Kardinal running
game to minimal yards. Quarterback
Dave Cassals completed 12 of 28
pass attempts for 183 yards, includ-
ing a 17-yard (TD).

“We worked hard on zone and turn-
overs during practice and we came
out and executed today,” said
Simmons. “I stayed deep, made sure
the receiver did not go behind me and
when the ball came within my reach,
I caught it.”

Simmons leaped high and snatched
his first interception and returned it to
the Kearny 34 to set up Westfield’s
first (TD). Bonard and Cornell had
back-to-back carries for huge gains
then, three plays later, with the ball
resting on the three, Cornell danced in
for the TD. Bonard’s point after gave
Westfield a 7-0 first quarter lead.

Yarusi’s interception at the Kardinal
29 set up Westfield’s next (TD) in the
second quarter. On the fifth play,
Bonard found Ferro, who despite be-
ing mugged by three Kardinals, hauled
in the pass and bashed forward for the
21-yard TD with 9:45 left in the half.
The point after was good.

The Kardinals’ aerial attack contin-
ued to flutter in the quarter until Cassals
hooked up with Steven Segala for a
17-yard TD. On the final play of the

half, Simmons stepped in front of the
receiver for his second interception.

In the third quarter, Bonard burned
the turf for 30 yards, then nailed his 32-
yard field goal on the final play of the
quarter, making the score 17-6. In the
fourth quarter, Simmons snagged his
third interception on the 30-yard line.
Later, Westfield got excellent field po-
sition after a short punt then, two plays
later, Allen blasted through for the (TD).

“We discussed how the offense was
creating huge holes for the backs and
it was all about our backs executing
and they did,” explained Bonard. “I
made some reads on plays and when
I saw the defensive ends come up,
took it myself and tried to do my
thing. The backs played just great.
When they got yards they broke the
tackles when we needed to. We just
got to keep on rolling. We have Union
next, which is a winnable game, so
our projections are high.”

“Our line played great and I don’t
think they got any positive push any-
where. The final score certainly did
not reflect how well we played,” said
Yarusi. “Nardi and JT Sheehan were
pushing them five yards back on al-
most every play. To have two regular
season wins in the first three games of
the season after two years is huge.
We’re getting the fans back behind
us, we’re getting everyone back into
it and that’s helping the team even
more because everyone wants to play
and do their best.”
Westfield 7 7 3 6 23
Kearny 0 6 0 0 6

Morris finished with two receptions for
46 yards, Michael Galarce had four
receptions for 38 yards, Wayne
Gravesande had three for 28 yards and
Giovanni Jackman had one for 13 yards.

Raider Rob Scibek recorded six
tackles. Belford, Brand and Colin
Campbell, who had a fumble recov-
ery to preserve a Raider drive, all
recorded five tackles. Raider sopho-
more Marcus Green recovered an
Irvington fumble in the Raiders’ end
zone to prevent a score.

The Blue Knights took only one
minute to score on the opening drive
of the game, using only three plays to
cover 65 yards, ending with Berjulet’s
30-yard TD strike to Morris. Berjulet

kicked the point after.
The Raiders answered immediately.

Green received the kickoff at the 30
and returned it to the 39. Brand car-
ried five of the seven plays to put the
ball on the Irvington three where
Pennella bashed in for the TD with
7:51 left in the first quarter. Belford’s
point after attempt was blocked.

The Blue Knights had success
moving the ball on their next drive
but a series of penalties shared by
both teams kept the ball zig-zagging
between the Raiders’ 45 and 14 yard
line until Berjulet’s fourth down pass
attempt to Morris was batted to the
ground.

After Irvington went three-and-out
on their first possession of the third
quarter, the Raiders took over on their
own 15 and chewed up the remainder
of the quarter and two minutes of the
fourth on a 20-play drive that ended
with Belford’s field goal attempt.

“It was a nice drive, then we get
down there an we couldn’t put it in. If
we had our field goal kicker, we asked
Belford to do something he hadn’t

been doing, backup kicker! That’s
disappointing to me as a coach. We
got to put that behind us,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

Berjulet had no pass completions
in the second half but the Blue Knights
got good field possession midway
through the fourth quarter when they
recovered a Raider fumble on the
Raider 33. Fortunately, Brand fol-
lowed with his interception. Unfortu-
nately, Dominique Davis intercepted
Chervenyak’s pass three plays later.
Fortunately, Green recovered
Knighton’s fumble that bounced into
the end zone. The Raiders’ final drive
stalled at midfield and the Irvington
offense ran out the clock.

“We played great. Our kids are
great! This is a great group,” said
Ciccotelli. “We are going to be a good
football team. It just didn’t work out.
Extra point, field goal, we win it!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 6 0 0 0 6
Irvington 7 0 0 0 7

the Raiders brought an amped up
attitude onto the field and drilled eight
meaningful shots at the Cougars’ goal.
However, before the Raiders got the
upper hand, the Cougars ripped a free
kick that was tipped by Meredith,
then deflected off the crossbar and
fell to the ground in front of the goal.
Meredith gathered the ball and booted
it downfield.

Moments later, coach Breznitsky
moved Meredith from his goalie posi-
tion to forward to get some extra of-
fensive punch and the remainder of the
game belonged to the Raiders. On the
Raiders’ second of three corner kicks
in the second half, Jeff Stuart sent the
ball into the box, where the ball was
eventually headed into the net by Aspell
with 20:30 remaining in the game.

“Jeff Stuart crossed it. I’m pretty

sure Bryan Meredith got a flick off it
and I finished it off with a head,”
explained Aspell.

On the Raiders’ third corner kick,
the ball sailed in to Jarek Cohen, who
deflected it toward the goal, but the
Cougar goalie made the save.

The winning goal came with 4:29
remaining when Meredith got a free
kick from 35-yards out and launched
a shot above the goalie’s fingertips
and below the cross bar.

“It was about 35 (feet). It was knuck-
ling so I couldn’t quite see where it
was going. He was trying to tip it over
the bar but it was just too hard hit,” said
Meredith. “Usually at closer range, I
try to put a curve on it but out there I try
to hit it as hard as I can on target.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2
Cranford 1 0 1

RAIDERS VEECH, VALDES GET 1ST

Blue Devil Girls Finish
Second at Magee Invt’l
The Westfield High School girls

cross-country team finished second
overall at the 27th New Jersey Catho-
lic Track Conference Bernie Magee
Championships at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on September 23. The Blue
Devil girls had a total of 195 while
Ridge took top honors with a 163 total.

The Blue Devil girls also took sec-
ond in the Senior Division with a 33
total to Ridge’s 8. Nicole DiBenedetto
crossed sixth on the 3.2-mile course
with a time of 21:11. Westfield was
seventh in the Junior Division with
97 points and fifth in the Sophomore
Division with 65 points.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s Brittney
Veech became the first Raider girls to

win an invitational cross-country title
by crossing first in the Sophomore
Division with a time of 20:25. Cassy
Valdes became the second Raider girl
to do so by crossing first in the Junior
Division with a time of 20:27.7. Union
Catholic Viking Samantha Peters was
fourth with a time of 20:46.7.

Union Catholic placed eighth in the
boys Senior Division with a 101 total
and Brian Guterl finished sixth with a
time of 16:59.7. The Vikings also
placed ninth in the Freshman Division
with 264 points and 17th in the Sopho-
more Division with 264. Pat Doliber
crossed sixth with a time of 17:56.9 to
help the Raider boys finish third in the
Junior Division with 66 points.

Raider Football
On SPTV34:

All Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School varsity football
games (previous week’s game)
will be aired on SPTV34 at the
times listed below. Also, there
will be a pre-game discussion
between Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and The Westfield
Leader Sports Editor/Assistant
Publisher Dave Corbin.
Tuesday 10 p.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Thursday 1 p.m.
Friday 3 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m. & 8 p.m.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FANWOOD…Lovely setting overlooking Forest Road Park. Welcome to this spacious and charming  
Home on a lush lot. This home boasts a formal living room with fireplace, a beautiful dining room,  
eat-in kitchen, 3 bedrooms and two full baths.  All within a short distance to town, schools, NYC train  
and so much more....   

                                     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FANWOOD…Don’t miss this great home. This spacious split level is deceiving from the street. The 
living room has a vaulted ceiling and a fireplace, the dining room has two corner cabinets. There are  
also three generous sized bedrooms, one and one half baths, den, screened porch, two car attached 
garage, all on a lovely property close to town , NYC train and schools. 

 

    
 For additional information or a private tour of these homes, please contact:            

                    Patricia ‘Pat’ Plante          
              Broker/Sales Associate – Westfield Office  

                         Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162    

                       Pat-Plante@Burgdorff.com     
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Raider running back Tom Pennella bursts into
the Irvington end zone on a three-yard bash.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT…Raider Mike DeVisio, right, and a Cougar
defender battle for possession of the ball near the Cougar goal.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Faith Maricic Barbara MulveeMaryalice Ryan

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

1-888-317-5416

The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Congratulations


