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Veteran Coaches Help Keep
WHS Among State?s Best

Devil of the Week

Junior DB Eddie Simmons
had three interceptions last
Friday,  tying the school one-
game record, as WHS de-
feated Kearny 23-6.

For those who don’t think some
modern-day coaches are in it for the
long haul, like the legendary coaches
back in the “good ol days,” here are
some arguments against that: Bob
Brewster, Thom Hornish, George
Kapner, Jack Martin, Maggie
McFadden and Mike Tirone.

Those six coaches all came to
Westfield as teachers/coaches in the
late 1970s, more than a quarter of a
century ago, and in 2006-07 they are
still out there every day working with
Westfield kids and continuing one of
the proudest athletic traditions of any
high school, public, parochial or pri-
vate in New Jersey.

Hornish (girls cross country and
girls track), Kapner (girls soccer, later
adding boys soccer, boys tennis, girls
basketball and boys swimming) and
Tirone (bowling) all started coaching
varsity during the 1980-81 school
year, Brewster (baseball) in 1981-82,
and Martin (boys cross-country, later
adding boys track) and McFadden
(field hockey, later adding softball)
the following year. Kapner has
coached varsity a total of 51 seasons
(second only to Hall of Famer Gary
Kehler’s 70 seasons).

Among them, these six coaches
came into the 2006-07 season with a
combined record of 2,649 wins, 1,006
losses (that’s 72 percent victories),

with 63 Union County titles, 42 sec-
tional crowns and nine state champi-
onships. The numbers are staggering,
and so is the list of outstanding young
men and women who they have all
influenced.

It will be sad to see these coaches
retire and head off into the sunset,
joining such WHS legends as Kehler
(golf 26 years; football and wres-
tling, 22 years each), Kathy Luckey
(girls tennis, 22 years), Walter
Johnson (golf, 25 years), Sam Bunting
(tennis, 24 years) and Walt Clarkson
(cross country 23 years, 18 track,
swimming 3; and many winter track).

And let’s not forget recently re-
tired, but still teaching, long-time
coaches like Greg Gorski (boys track,
girls basketball; football assistant),
Ron (Gunga Din) Barner (football
and lacrosse assistant), Shaun
Cherewich (boys lacrosse, 18 years;
assistant football), Don MacDonald
(wrestling, 17 years; soccer assis-
tant) and Ed Tranchina (football, 19
years; athletic director).

But life, as always, will go on when
these coaches head off to retirement.
And, hopefully, the athletic tradition
of the WHS Blue Devils will continue
under the next generation of coaches.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
There wasn’t much to not like about

last Friday’s 23-6 win at Kearny, un-
less it was the two lengthy drives in
the second half that produced no
points. But that’s knit-picking. The
offense ran for nearly 260 yards, and
the defense produced four intercep-
tions against the pass-happy
Kardinals, including a record-tying
three by junior Eddie Simmons. (If
you’re wondering who he tied, it’s:
Jimmy Matino, Brad Brewster, Rick

Elliott, Sean Murphy and Jan
Cocozziello.)

Now it’s our bye week, and then the
meat of the schedule arrives next Sat-
urday when Union (a 14-0 loser to
Elizabeth) comes to town on Oct. 7.
That’s followed by a trip to Irvington
(which sneaked past Scotch Plains 7-
6 last week), home against Elizabeth
and a Saturday morning game at
Shabazz in a wildly interesting Octo-
ber. A pessimist (and that includes
way too many WHS fans) would look
at this as four probable losses, or at
least three. The Den doesn’t see any
unbeatable teams in that group (or
anywhere else on the schedule) and
would be upset to only come out of
these games 2-2 split (making us 4-3
into the Scotch Plains game). More
on that in next week’s Den.

But it’s one game at a time, and all
focus must be on Union, which has
had our number for way too long.
Their quarterback (James Melody),
running back (Chris D’Andrea) and
some huge linemen (Dwayne
Stapleton is the biggest and best) are
back from a team WHS should’ve
and could’ve beaten the last two years.

It’s a long way back to where every-
one would like WHS to be, football-
wise. But the corner is being turned.
The band is rockin’ and the cheerlead-
ers are rollin’. We’ve had way bigger
fan turnouts than the opponents all
three weeks. Excitement is in the air.
And that makes it fun again.

My out-of-state teams split last
week, Neshaminy (Pa.) edging
Abington, 27-21, with a late score,
while Massillon (Ohio) dropped a
19-7 decision to 4-1 Mentor, whose
only loss so far is to 5-0 St. Ignatius,
Massillon’s opponent this week in a
schedule that only a sadist (like me)
would love.

STEWART UPDATE
Word is that WHS graduate Cowles

Stewart is having an excellent post-
graduate season at Hargrave Military
Academy in Virginia. The captain of
last year’s WHS football team, the
massive Stewart is playing nose guard
at Hargrave, which has become a
spawning ground for future Division
1 college football players. Boston
College is reportedly among the teams
closely following his progress.

GAME NO. M TO WHS
The 1,000th athletic contest be-

tween WHS and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood took place eight days ago,
when the WHS girls tennis team
posted a 5-0 victory. The tennis match
was originally scheduled to be the
998th event, but it became No. 1,000
when it was rained out a week earlier,
making the Sept. 18 soccer games
Nos. 998 and 999.

Nikki Reich, Lane Maloney and
Tara Criscuolo at singles, and Lind-
say Goldberg-Kim Morawski and
Meredith Kender-Alannah Suchomel
at doubles all won in straight sets.

For those keeping count, the over-
all record now stands at WHS 688
wins, SPF 283 wins, with 29 ties.

IN PASSING
One of the really nice guys in

Westfield passed away two weeks
ago, Bob Thomson, lawyer, former
Hi-Y leader and grandfather of a quar-
tet of outstanding WHS athletes in
the last 15 years. Rusty, Rob, Trudy
and Libby Schundler. (On the other
side of the family, there’s all-county
DT Mike Schundler and all-state DT,
and future Jersey City mayor, Bret
Schunder.) Bob had a law office on
Orchard Street, but I knew him from
Hi-Y, where he was the adult leader
of our group of basically 1500-plus
SAT, straight A (me, obviously, not
included) geeks. My favorite memory
of those Hi-Y days was Bob taking us
down to his shore house (Spring Lake!
Belmar!) on a beautiful spring day in
1963, listening to the Beach Boys,
Jan and Dean, the Four Seasons! Life
was all in front of us at that time, and
it was all good.

FULLA BALONEY
South Avenue in Westfield is be-

coming the sub capital of the world.
Starting with Duke’s (with the huge
Go Blue Devils banner), there is also
Hershey’s (with Ryan Mann behind
the counter), then Subway, plus as-
sorted delis and pizza places. (And
don’t forget Nunzi Greco’s Jersey
Mike’s Subs on East Broad Street)

A newcomer, Westfield Subs,
opened up on Aug. 1 opened at 261
South Ave., next door to where
Kehler’s Athletic Balance used to be
and near the former site of the legend-
ary Charlie’s Italian Deli. One of the
specialty items on new owner Al
Gerges’s menu No. 9 on the wall, in
fact, is a sandwich called The Devil’s
Den. And, no, it is not full of baloney,
although it does include baloney,
salami and yellow American cheese.
It’s highly recommended.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week we are starting some-

thing new: The Den’s Devil of the
Week. We will select a WHS male or
female athlete from the previous week
who did something above and be-
yond. They will get their name in the
upper right corner (above), and a free
Devil’s Den sub at Westfield Subs
(awarded on Thursday evening).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints and ideas at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injured Raider Gymnasts
Look to Improve Youth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries have plagued the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gym-
nastics team this season, so Head
Coach Lisa Cerchio has been seeking
to improve the performances of her
remaining healthy girls, which in-
cludes several freshmen. With senior
Laurel Devlin, junior Annie Smith
and sophomore Kelly Cianciotta all
out for the season with injuries, se-
nior Co-Captain Natalie Coppochia
is the only healthy veteran who has
remained.

Coppochia, who will compete in all
the events, is particularly strong on the
balance beam and the uneven bars.

“She is looking great! She came
back just as strong as she was last
year. She is scoring really well. She’s
coming out with a bang for her senior
year,” said coach Cerchio. “She is
very solid on the beam. She sticks her
skills. She has tremendous form. Also
on bars! She really excels at bars.”

Freshmen Lindsay Robinson and
Gina Pelosi brought enthusiasm and
talent to the Raider program. Both
have competed in all four events.

“They are two girls who came in
very eager to compete. They came in
with routines scoring high. They quali-
fied in two events each for sectionals.
I couldn’t ask any more from them.
Lindsay is very good on floor and
Gina Pelosi excels at vault like you
wouldn’t believe,” said coach Cerchio.

Also freshman Jessica Colineri and
Victoria Shack will add to the Raid-
ers’ depth.

“Jessica! So far she is competing in
everything except floor,” commented
coach Cerchio.

“We have been plagued by injuries.
Our goal is to build up the team for
next year, try to get our injuries in
check, get everybody healthy. We will
miss Laurel and Natalie next year but,
hopefully, we can build up our fresh-
men to take right over,” Cerchio said.

In a scheduled meet with host
Cranford on September 21, both teams
were unable to compete on the un-
even bars due to the mats not being
regulation size, resulting in no All-
Around scores.
CRANFORD MEET – TOP-3 RESULTS:
VAULT:
1. Jenny Buontempo (Cr) 8.8, 2. Gina
Pelosi (SPF) 8.75, 3. Lindsay Robinson
(SPF) 8.4
BEAM:
1. Natalie Capoccia (SPF) 8.5, 2. Danielle
McAuliffe (Cr) 8.3, 3. Buontempo (Cr) 7.6
FLOOR:
1. Buontempo (Cr) 8.6, 2. Robinson
(SPF) 8.1, 3. Capoccia (SPF) 7.5

Blue Devil Gymnasts Swing
Past Crusaders, 105.85-103.5

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team upped its record to 3-0
and turned in its best performance of
the season with a 105.85-103.5 vic-
tory over a strong A. L. Johnson of
Clark squad on September 19 in
Westfield. As she had in the previous
two meets, Blue Devil freshman Jenna
Rodrigues took top honors in the All-
Around, this time with a total of 36.0.

Rodrigues placed first in the vault
and the floor exercises with respec-
tive scores of 9.2 and 8.9, and placed
second on the balance beam and un-
even bars with respective scores of
9.1 and 8.8. Crusader Marissa Rusin
gave Rodrigues a run for her money,
taking second All-Around with a to-
tal of 35.825. Rusin grabbed first on
the bars and beam with respective
scores of 9.05 and 9.125. She was
second on the floor at 8.8 and fourth
on vault at 8.85.

Crusader Brie Ferdinandi placed
third All-Around with a total of
34.975. She also placed second in the
vault at 9.15, third on floor at 8.75 and
fourth on beam at 9.05. Blue Devil

Claire Macdonald took third in vault
at 9.1 and fifth on beam at 8.625. Blue
Devil Lacy Cummings placed third
on bars at 8.6 and Allie Barba was
third on beam at 9.05.

WESTFIELD 105.85, ALJ 103.5
VAULT:

1. Rodrigues (W) 9.2, 2. Ferdinandi
(J) 9.15, 3. Macdonald (W) 9.1, 4. Rusin
(J) 8.85, 5. Cummings (W) 8.8, 6. Natalie
Golikov (W) 8.65, 7. Jamie Bornstein
(W) 8.65
UNEVEN BARS:

1. Rusin (J) 9.05, 2. Rodrigues (W)
8.8, 3. Cummings (W) 8.6, 4. Kelsey
Greenfield (W) 8.475, 5. Barba (W) 8.2, 6.
Clair Stevens-Haas (W) 8.1
BALANCE BEAM:

1. Rucin (J) 9.125, 2. Rodrigues (W)
9.1, 3. Barba (W) 9.05, 4. Ferdinandi (J)
9.05, 5. Macdonald (W) 8.625, 6.
Greenfield (W) 8.425, 7. Jen Glassen (J)
8.275, 8. Natalie Golikov (W) 7.75
FLOOR EXERCISE:

1. Rodrigues (W) 8.9, 2. Rusin (J) 8.8,
3. Ferdinandi (J) 8.75, 4. Greenfield (W)
8.725, 5. Stevens-Haas (W) 8.6, 6.
Cummings (W) 8.325, 7. Sammie
Mazzucco (J) 7.775, 8. Julia Valentin
(W) 7.625
ALL-AROUND:

1. Rodrigues (W) 36.0, 2. Rusin (J)
35.825, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 34.975

WF V’ballers Defeat
Shabazz, Raiders

The Westfield High School
girls volleyball team, ranked sec-
ond in Group 4 and eighth in the
state, overwhelmed Malcolm X.
Shabazz, 25-5, 25-5, on Septem-
ber 20 and topped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 25-12, 25-17, on Sep-
tember 25 to improve its record
to 7-0.

WESTFIELD OVER SHABAZZ:
WESTFIELD: Gabby Jakub 7 aces;
Laryssa Borkowsky 7 aces; Cyndil
Matthew 6 aces

WESTFIELD OVER SP-F:
WESTFIELD: Anna Koehler 10 digs;
Molly Williams 15 assists; Erin
Roudebush 8 kills; Paige Roudebush
5 kills.
SP-F: Izzy Blach 6 service points, 7
digs, 5 blocks; Morgan Finkel 5 ser-
vice points, 5 digs; Liz Halpin 17
assists, 3 service points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEAMING…Raider Co-Captain Natalie Coppochia works on her leaps on the
balance beam prior to a meet with Cranford.

CRANFORD $499,000 FANWOOD $469,000

WESTFIELD $889,900 PLAINFIELD $829,000

WESTFIELD $659,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $715,000

Priced to sell!  This 5 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial offers room to grow
and features a newer roof and updated furnace, hardwood floors,
high ceilings, in-ground pool and finished garage.  Close to parks
and recreation.

Sunny and spacious!  Fabulous 4 Bedroom, 3 full bath home fea-
tures a Master Bedroom suite with sitting room, large deck off Kitchen
overlooks a fenced yard and is well maintained with newer siding,
roof, steps, driveway and more.  Laundry on main level.  Must see!

Bright and spacious center hall Colonial offers a Family Room with
fireplace off a large Eat-In Kitchen, 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
central air conditioning, 2-car garage, hardwood floors, neutral décor
and so much more.  Close to town, schools and NYC transportation.

Motivated sellers offer this fantastic Colonial set on beautiful, park-
like acre.  Features CAC, 3 porches, 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 3 fire-
places, bay windows, large staircase and is close to NYC transit.

Come see this beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial
Split in Mountainside bordering on Westfield and close to shop-
ping and NYC transportation.

Location and charm!  Fantastic curb appeal and area!  This Colonial
offers 4 Bedrooms, Living Room with fireplace, Eat-In Kitchen, Fam-
ily Room, Formal Dining Room, hardwood floors, deck, nice-sized
rooms and property, Wilson School, numerous updates, full base-
ment and move-in condition.


