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CAMP RIVERBEND
OPEN HOUSE 

FOR PROSPECTIVE
CAMPERS

Sunday, October 15, 2006
11:00 am to 2:00 pm

(Rain date Saturday, October 28
Call in case of inclement weather)

Arts & Crafts....Hay Ride....
Pumpkin Painting....Canoeing....

BBQ Lunch....Moon Bounce....Games....
Miniature Golf....Gaga....and more....

A day camp for boys and girls 
ages 4 -14

116 Hillcrest Road, Warren, NJ 07059

908-647-0664 / 888-THE-CAMP
rvrbnd1@aol.com

www.campriverbend.com

Please RSVP by October 12th

Morristown-Beard School
An Independent, College Preparatory Day School for Grades 6-12

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 15         1 p.m.

Saturday, November 11    9 a.m.

For more information,
please call the 

Admission Office at 
(973) 539-3032

70 Whippany Road, 
Morristown, NJ 07960

www.mobeard.org

Seniors Forget to Enjoy
Last High School Days

By KATE McGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It seems like yesterday that I was
boarding the bus for my first day of
high school. Now in nine months, I’ll
be graduating.

Even though it seemed like a life-
time, looking back, high school flew
by. I remember freshman orientation,
my first high school dance, and my
first year of final exams.

Next year, I’ll be going off to col-
lege, making new friends and leaving
everything and everyone I have ever
known. This is the last year I will be
in class with all of my high school
friends, the last year of “hand hold-
ing,” the last year living at home.

Everyone says to live it up your se-
nior year. Let your hair down. Relax.
Have fun with your friends. Yet, what is
everyone focusing on? College.

Everyone, myself included, con-
centrates all their time pulling strings
so they’ll be accepted into top-notch
schools. Yet, they forget to enjoy the
last year they have in high school.

I understand the inevitable pressure
which college applications place on the
shoulders of high school students, but
as I see my classmates stressing over
college essays, constantly worrying
about their first semester grades and
fighting with friends in the process, I
can’t help but wonder is all of this stress
even worth it? When will it stop? When
can we finally say enough is enough?

Now I’m not saying I’m not excited
for college. I can’t wait for all the new
experiences and friendships that col-
lege will bring. But I also don’t want to
forget all the experiences and friend-
ships I’ve made in high school.

Yes, high school is stressful. It is four
years of sleepless nights, and hectic days.
But high school also brought unforget-
table memories. I’ve made some of the
greatest friends with whom I’ve shared
many laughs and many experiences.

We are so stressed that we can’t wait
to just go to college and leave all of this
high school anxiety behind. We are
forgetting the good parts of high school.
All we remember is the stress.

Yet, how can you blame us? Today,
everything that a high school student
does is to boost an application or to give
the applicant an edge they need to be
accepted into the college of their dreams.

The boundary between normalcy and
insanity has been bridged so many times
its hard to see when to stop. It’s now
normal to study until 3 a.m. in the morn-
ing, take SAT prep classes starting in
sophomore year, or to attend three hour
sports practices six days a week.

Parents and students place so much
emphasis on being accepted into their
school’s Cum Laude society, or tak-
ing as many AP’s as possible or scor-
ing the highest on the SATs that they
miss the bigger picture.

While it’s important to work hard
in high school, it is also important to
be happy. I think that students, and
parents, have become so enraptured
in the college process that everyone
has forgotten how to relax.

Although kids dream of attending
the best schools in the nation, with
enough determination, anyone can suc-
ceed, whether they go to Harvard or
not. It doesn’t necessarily matter what
college one goes to, it matters how
much drive one has once they get there.

So, as my senior year begins, I want
to finally relax, and spend the year
having fun with the friends I’ve made
throughout my high school years. Be-
cause when I’m older, I’m not going to
look back and remember who got the
highest grade on the AP history test.

I’m going to look back and remem-
ber the good times I had and whom I
shared them with. In the end, that’s
what really matters.

Kate, from Cranford, is a senior at
Mount Saint Mary Academy.

P-TEA-A…A new slate of Mountainside Parent Teachers Association  officers get
ready to dish out tea, pastries and volunteer opportunities to new parents at the
Beechwood School cafeteria. Shown, from left to right, are: Donna Klein, Monica
Boenning, Maria Briggs and Carolyn Williams.

MS PTA Kicks Off New
Year With ‘Hospitali-Tea’

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – When most
people think of the Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA), the first thing that
comes to mind is a bake sale. But
parents of children in the
Mountainside school district know
there’s a whole lot more to the PTA
than selling cupcakes.

At the annual “New Parent Tea”
held recently at the Beechwood
School, the new slate of executive
officers welcomed parents new to the
school system that has now reached
an astonishing 700 students in grades
Pre-K to eight.

The early morning gathering of
about 30 mothers and one father in-
cluded presentations from chairper-
sons of major fundraisers and ap-
pealed to the audience for volunteer
positions.

Also present were Deerfield
School’s Principal Robert Burkhardt
and Beechwood School’s new Vice
Principal Tom Conroy. Co-president
for the Mountainside PTA Donna
Klein told the audience, “Our schools
are very fortunate to have a dedicated
core group of volunteers who wel-
come new faces into the PTA.”

She also noted, “This year we have
more than 40 committees and I’m
thrilled to say we have a chairperson
for every one of them” but also
stressed, “many more volunteers are
still needed.”

The group of primarily stay-at-home
mothers had a chance to meet and
network, as well as become familiar
with new programs the PTA has in
store for their children this year.

Annual events such as the PTA Fall
Festival and the Spring Fashion Show
which, in one form or another, have
been taking place for decades, are the
two biggest endeavors the PTA spon-
sors; and according to co-president
Carolyn Williams, “There are even
more programs springing up and many
opportunities for parents to utilize
their talents.”

Mrs. Williams, who has been chair-
ing the annual pancake breakfast for
the past two years added, “We need
dads to volunteer, too.”

Maureen Hess, a busy mom of a
preschooler and two boys in
Beechwood remarked that even
though she had come to the new par-
ent tea last year, she “wanted to get a
refresher” and also because “the food
was so good.”

Mrs. Hess told the Westfield Leader
and The Times, “I love to volunteer
because I like to be involved with
what the kids are doing. It’s also a
good way to meet people since we are
relatively new to town, moving in just

last year.
“Sometimes, you don’t get a chance

to hear what’s going on in the schools
when you are new, and you don’t
have a sense of exactly what they are
talking about, until you actually ex-
perience it.”

For stay-at-home moms wonder-
ing “what’s a mother to do?” Marianne
Jennings introduced a relatively new
program to the district called “Re-
flections.” Mrs. Jennings, a former
PTA president who majored in art in
college, told the newspaper that she
learned about the Reflections pro-
gram only last year while thumbing
through one of the PTA periodicals.

She remarked, “As soon as I saw
that (program), I wanted to jump right
in.” Similar to the Union County Teen
Arts program where students can en-
ter works mainly in the visual arts
category, Mrs. Jennings noted, “Re-
flections is PTA sponsored and is open
to any child in grades PreK to eight.

“This year’s theme is ‘My Favorite
Place’ and entries are due by the end
of November,” she added. “The win-
ning students’ pieces are displayed at
the Teachers Convention in Atlantic
City and children can compete all the
way to the national level where the
winners’ works are selected for inclu-
sion in the national PTA calendar.

“We’ve had tremendous support
from our art teacher, Mrs. Lynn
Slotkin, and last year one student
made it all the way to the state com-
petition.”

In between sales of fancy wrap-
ping paper and Market Day promo-
tions, next up is the ever-popular
Fall Festival to be held at the
Deerfield School on Saturday, Octo-
ber 7, from noon to 4 p.m. The entire
community is invited to attend. And
no worries, there’s sure to be a bake
sale too.

REUNITED…Last weekend, Westfield’s Holy Trinity High School Class of 1956
held its 50th year reunion during a three-day event at Hawley, Pa.’s Woodlock
Resort. Pictured above, the class celebrates its 40th reunion 10 years ago.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Open House Program
1:00 - 1:30 | Refreshments & Registration
1:30 - 2:00 | Information Session
2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

MIDDLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE • GRADES 6-8

You’re invited to experience a Middle    

School where every girl is recognized 
and valued—and encouraged to excel.

Sunday, October 15, 1-3 p.m.

Sunday, November 12, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School  • 42 Norwood Ave. • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 
908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

October 2006 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Closed Monday, October 9 

 
ADULT PROGRAMS 

Oct 3 10:30 AM Computer: Homework 911 
Oct 3 2:00 PM  Westfield Adult School: History of Museums 
Oct 3 2 PM &  7 PM Film: Murderball 
Oct 6  Noon  C-SPAN Book TV 
Oct 6 1:30 PM  TGIF: Liza Minelli 
Oct 10 2 PM & & PM Film: Lost Embrace 
Oct 13 1:30 PM  TGIIF: Groucho Marx 
Oct 14 2:30 PM  Performance: State Repertory Opera 
Oct 15 2:00  PM  Trash, Treasure, and Trends™ 
Oct 16 7:15 PM  Westfield Adult School: Clutter Free 
Oct 17 2:00 PM  Westfield Adult School: History of Museums 
Oct 18 2 PM & 7 PM Film: Station Agent 
Oct 20 1:30 PM  TGIF: Old Time Radio 
Oct 21 2:00 PM  Author: Bob McGee, The Greatest Ballpark Ever 
Oct 24 10:00 AM  Computer:  Business and Investment Online 
Oct 24 2:00 PM  Westfield Adult School: History of Museums 
Oct 24 7:00  PM  Computer: Microsoft Word for Beginners 
Oct 25 7:00 PM  Performance:  Meeting of the Macabre 
Oct 27 1:30 PM  TGIF: Classic movie—Rear Window 

CHILDREN’S & TEEN PROGRAMS 

Oct 3, 10, 17, 24 10:00 AM Toddler Group 
Oct 4, 11, 18, 25 10:00 AM Tot Storytime 
Oct 4, 11, 18, 25 1:30 PM Preschool Storytime OR 
Oct 5, 12, 19, 26 10:00 AM Preschool Storytime 
Oct 6, 13, 20, 27  10:00 AM Baby Rhyme Time 
Oct 7, 14, 21, 28 10:00 AM Chess 
Oct 12 3:45 PM Art History Adventures 
Oct 14, 21 10:00 AM Mother Goose Comes to the Library 
October 16, 17 7:00 PM Book Discussions 
Oct 22 2:00 PM Spooky Stories with Kapila Love 
Oct 23 7:00 PM Author: Dan Gutman 

 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.   

Call the library for further information. 
 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

SP Resident Attends
American University
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains

resident Kristen Kersey, a 2006 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, has been accepted to Ameri-
can University.

Kristen will be one of 1,449 stu-
dents in the freshman class of 2010
who began college studies late last
month. Classes began on August 28.

Ferio Participates
In Project SUPER

WESTFIELD – Kathleen Ferio of
Westfield will participate as a mem-
ber of a select group of students cho-
sen for Project Super, “Science for
Undergraduates: A Program for Ex-
cellence in Research.”

Offered exclusively at Douglass
College, the all-women’s college at
Rutgers University, Project SUPER
encourages women to explore fields
of study in which they have been
traditionally underrepresented. Such
fields include math, science, technol-
ogy and engineering.

Once accepted into the program,
undergraduate women at Douglass
College begin their studies with a five-
day summer orientation designed to
introduce them to majors in sciences,
mathematics, engineering and technol-
ogy. They also have an opportunity to
visit university labs, conduct “hands-
on” experiments, attend workshops and
talk with faculty and upper-class
Douglass College students.

Holy Trinity Commences
Another School Year

WESTFIELD –Dorothy Szot, prin-
cipal of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield, announced that
several additions have been made to
the faculty and administration of the
school.

Angelo Castucci has been hired as
vice-principal. He taught for many
years in the public schools in Newark
and recently served as vice-principal
of St. Benedict’s Elementary School
in Newark. He is also an adjunct
professor of education at Caldwell
College and Seton Hall University.

Principal Szot said, “I am confi-
dent that the families and students of
Holy Trinity will make Angelo
Castucci welcome. I look forward to
collaborating with him in this great
mission of Catholic education here at
Holy Trinity.”

Rejoining the faculty this year is
Mary Ann Harmer, who is teaching
fourth grade; she last taught special
education at Holy Trinity. Tom Zinno
is teaching physical education and
Nancy Doyle has joined as part of a
pilot program in seventh-and eighth-
grade language arts and reading.

Leslie Lewis, director of the Holy
Trinity Mountainside Campus, wel-
comed two new members of the fac-
ulty to serve children in pre-kinder-
garten (age 2 ½) through kindergar-
ten. They are Cynthia Boyle, who
will teach three-year-olds, and Denise

Brezik, who will teach music.
Principal Szot said physical plant

upkeep this summer included the re-
finishing and painting of the gym
floor in Westfield and upgrades to the
playground in Mountainside. A vol-
leyball team has been formed and the
school website (www.htisnj.com) has
been enhanced and expanded.

The cross-country team kickesd off
its season on September 22 and the
school will once again compete in the
Scholastic Olympics at Roselle
Catholic Regional High School.

As the new year began, Principal
Szot said, “We look forward to wel-
coming in to our school the youngest
group in Mountainside to our eighth
graders in Westfield, and all those in
between. Many exciting events are
planned this year and our faith-based
education continues to bind our com-
munity together in common purpose.”

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

A Catholic independent school educating 
boys and girls grades K – 6 offering a 

challenging academic program in a nurturing
and safe environment. Oak Knoll educates the

whole child beginning with world language and
technology instruction in full-day kindergarten

and encourages participation in community
service, the arts, and team athletics. Financial

aid and after-care services are available.

Because actions
speak louder than words.

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

Respectful
Confident  

Enthusiastic Joyful Reverent
Eager     Curious 

Playful

Fall Open House Information Sessions

Call to reserve your spot today! (908) 522-8109

Wednesdays - 9 - 11 a.m.
October 11 & 25   Kindergarten
November 8  Kindergarten & Grade 1
November 15  Grades 2- 6

More Education
           on Page 20

Library Offers Help
With College Essays

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will host “College
Essay Emergency Assistance!” for
high school seniors on consecutive
Tuesdays, October 3 and 10, from 7
to 9 p.m.

Educational consultant Melissa
Jurist, who has experience on admis-
sion committees and with writing,
will offer a free session of college
essay assistance at the library.

Participants will receive individu-
alized attention in preparation for
writing their essays. They should bring
their drafts and applications.

Registration is required and seat-
ing is limited. Students can register
for one night of the program. The
library is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion and to register, please call Nancy
at the library at (908) 322-6400.


