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Caregivers Meeting
On Tap For Monday
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, October 2, at 8 p.m. in the Parish
Center of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield. Meetings are held on the
first non-holiday Monday of each
month. These are information and
sharing sessions. For more informa-
tion, please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

Knights Conduct Blue Mass
To Honor First Responders

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Knights of Columbus, Monsignor
Watterson Council held its annual
Blue Mass September 10 at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield to honor the Westfield and
Mountainside police, fire and Emer-
gency Medical Services departments
for service to the local communities.

As part of the Mass, awards were
presented to individuals who were se-
lected by their respective departments
for their contributions. Among the
honorees were Westfield firefighter
Daniel Kelly, for 50 years as a volun-
teer firefighter; Mountainside Deputy
Fire Chief Dean Paskow, for 30 years
of service to the borough in various
capacities, and Mountainside Emer-
gency Medical Technician (EMT)
Mary Paskow, for service above and
beyond the call of duty. Also recog-
nized were Westfield Detective Jo-
seph Costanzo, for the discovery (in
conjunction with Detective Barron
Chambliss) of the first methamphet-
amine lab in Union County, and
Westfield EMT George Johnson, for
years of dedicated service to the com-

munity.
“There has been a long and tradi-

tional bond between the Knights of
Columbus and first responders,” said
Chris Beck, past Grand Knight.
“Forty-five of the first responders who
perished on 9/11 were Knights, in-
cluding Father Mychal Judge,
FDNY’s beloved chaplain, and their
names are listed on a Wall of Honor at
the Knights of Columbus Museum in
New Haven. This is our way of show-
ing our appreciation and thanking
our local heroes.”

Burmese Christian Family
Seeks to Begin New Life

By THE REV. PAUL KRITSCH

Christians are reminded by the
writer of the Letter to the Hebrews to
“remember those in prison as if you
were their fellow prisoners, and those
who are mistreated as if you your-
selves were suffering.” (Hebrews
13:3).

For over 15 years, Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School has
joined other Christians in praying for
the persecuted church. While we went
about our daily routine this past Au-
gust, Redeemer’s prayers were an-
swered by the sending of a refugee
family from Burma, a mother and
father and their three children who
have been living in a Thai refugee
camp for almost 10 years. They are
fellow Christians who, by the end of
September, are coming to the United
States for a new beginning.

Katrina Klettke Straker from the
Immigration and Refugee Services
division of Lutheran Social Minis-
tries of New Jersey tells us that the
family is determined to make their
opportunity work. “They are required
to become self-sufficient within 90
days,” she said. “What they need is a
helping hand so they can have an
independent life in America.”

It often surprises people to learn
that there are believers in Christ in
various places in the world today
who lose their jobs, their homes,
their families and even their lives all
because they believe that Jesus is
Lord. Unfortunately, such persecu-
tion of Christians is a daily experi-
ence in many countries. The family
coming to Redeemer is just one such
example.

If you would like to help give them
a new start, please call Redeemer’s
church office. Perhaps you know of a
job for which they could apply, or you
could direct them to English as a
Second Language (ESL) classes, or
you know someone who could serve
as a translator while they’re learning
English.

Offers to help would be appreci-
ated. But especially remember this
family in your prayers like the writer
to the Hebrews encourages. If you do,
don’t be surprised by how God may
answer your prayers.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Kritsch is in his 18th year

as senior pastor of the Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School, located
at 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield.

Rosary Society to Hold
Breakfast on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society
will hold its Annual Communion
Breakfast on Sunday, October 1, at
The Westwood in Garwood. It will
take place following the 9 a.m. Mass
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Sister Margarite Maechione, au-
thor of many books including “Pope
Pius XII: Architect for Peace,” will be
the guest speaker. Guests are wel-
come. Tickets are available for $20
and may be purchased by calling (908)
322-8809.

Lions Seek Vendors
For Local Celebration
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Lions Club is seeking vendors
for Scotch Plains Day Weekend,
which will take place on Saturday
and Sunday, October 14 and 15.

The Saturday festivities will fea-
ture the Lions Market alongside the
usual Farmers Market in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot, located at 430 Park Avenue.

Events for Sunday will include the
Lions Market on Park Avenue, as
well as rides and entertainment. Park
Avenue will be closed to vehicular
traffic on Sunday.

Besides the market, there will be a
limited number of food vendor op-
portunities available. All vendors may
set up on a “first come-first served”
basis after 6:30 a.m. on Saturday and
9 a.m. on Sunday using their own
tables and chairs. Anyone interested
in vendor spaces for either Saturday
or Sunday, or both days, is asked to
call Ron Kelly, vice president of the
Scotch Plains Lions Club, at (908)
753-8218.

Willow Grove Invites Public
To ‘Autumn Blessing’ Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will hold a dinner and multimedia
event to celebrate autumn on Friday,
October 6. The evening will begin
with a covered dish dinner from 6 to
7:15 p.m. downstairs in Ryno Hall. At
7:30 p.m., the multimedia presenta-
tion entitled “Autumn Blessing” will
take place in the sanctuary.

Created by Tim Eshelman, the pro-
gram is geared for all ages. It will
include photography of autumn scenes,
music and narration. Mr. Eshelman
has spent many years showing multi-
media programs throughout the state of
Pennsylvania for Eshelman Studios.
He also has been part of the Sight and
Sound Theaters productions in
Lancaster, Pa. with his father, Sight
and Sound founder  Glen Eshelman.

The dinner and presentation are
free, but donations are welcome to be

used for future community events for
adults and families. Individuals may
attend both the dinner and program or
come for just the presentation. All
facilities are handicap-accessible.

Interested persons are asked to call
the church office at (908) 232-5678 or
e-mail office@willowgrovechurch.org.
For more information about Willow
Grove, please call the church office, e-
mail office@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit www.willowgrovechurch.org.

Joseph Qutub to Recount
Achieving American Dream
WESTFIELD – Joseph Y. Qutub,

chairman of the Public Relations
Committee and former president of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club and founder of Arab Student
Aid International (ASAI) will be the
guest speaker at the Westfield His-
torical Society’s First Wednesday
Luncheon at noon October 4 at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Fanwood resident for 36 years,
Mr. Qutub emigrated from Palestine

in 1952. He will discuss Middle East-
ern culture and traditions and how he
and his four siblings achieved their
dreams by becoming a part of Ameri-
can life, plus their involvement in
public activities and charitable and
cultural causes.

He has received the Paul Harris
fellowship for special services to the
Rotary Club and the community; a
special resolution from the mayor
and council of Fanwood for contribu-
tions and service to ASAI and the
community and recognition in “Who’s
Who in Colleges and Universities.”
He was the first recipient of the Spe-
cial Radio Award given by Indiana
State University’s Communications
Department and received the Distin-
guished Service Award for himself
and his wife, Annie, for 39 years of
service from the American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee of New
Jersey.

Regular luncheon attendees will be
contacted to verify their reservations.
Space permitting, others also may at-
tend by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, October 2.

Holy Trinity to Begin
RAINBOWS Program
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Roman Catholic Church of Westfield
will begin its third year of RAIN-
BOWS next month. A free, six-week
program, it is offered to children ages
five to 18, with special exceptions for
four-year-olds based on maturity.

RAINBOWS fosters emotional
healing among children grieving a loss
due to death, divorce, separation, ill-
ness, incarceration or other painful
family transitions. It is not counseling
or therapy, but a chance for them to
share experiences and provide peer
support to each other. Small groups
meet to discuss topics ranging from
anger and guilt to forgiveness. Chil-
dren also play games, do art projects,
sing and write in their journals.

Children may attend the RAIN-
BOWS program regardless of school
enrollment, religious affiliation or
town of residence. The anticipated
start date is Wednesday, October 11,
and it will run through December 6.
Sessions will be held Wednesdays
from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. at the Holy
Trinity Grammar School, located at
336 First Street in Westfield. For more
details, please visit www.rainbows.org
or call Deacon Tom Pluta at Holy
Trinity Parish at (908) 233-0484. Chil-
dren may be registered by calling Lee
Taylor at (908) 654-6396 or e-mailing
rainbowsofholytrinity@comcast.net .

HOORAY FOR HALLOWEEN…The Westfield Service League will sell Hallow-
een costumes and accessories beginning Tuesday, October 3, at its Thrift Shop.
Fall and winter attire for the entire family, books, toys, jewelry, shoes and bric-
a-brac also are available. The league’s Thrift and Consignment Shops, both
located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, are open Tuesday through Saturday, 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Above, league members Elaine Junguenet, left, and Linda Thayer
create unique looks.

Does God Exist?
• Is Faith Foolish?

• Can a scientist believe in God?
John Clayton, a former atheist and retired science teacher, will be lecturing on the

compatibility of Faith and Science.  He came to believe in God while reading the Bible to
refute it and by studying science.  He believes that all men can rationally and logically

believe in God.  He holds a B.S. and M.S. from Indiana University in math and physics and
a M.S. from Notre Dame University in Earth Science.

Friday, October 6th

• 7:30 p.m. —“Does God Exist?” - Followed by Q&A Session

Saturday, October 7th

• 6:30 p.m. —“The Nature of God and Man in His Image”
• 8:00 p.m. — “Which God Should We Serve?” - Followed by Q&A Session

Mr. Clayton will also be speaking at the regular meeting times

of the Echo Lake Church of Christ on Sunday, October 8th.

419 Springfield Ave  (908) 233-4946  www.echolakechurch.org

Sponsored by the Echo Lake Church of Christ

The lectures will be held at the Edison Intermediate School

800 Rahway Ave. Westfield, NJ 07090  Free Admission • Free materials will be available

• 9:30 a.m.— “God’s Finest Design—The Church”
• 10:30 a.m.— “Why I left Atheism”
• 6:00 p.m.— “The Problem of Human Suffering”

Welcome Club Reveals
Wine and Cheese Event

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Wel-
come Club will hold its New Member
Wine and Cheese Social on Wednes-
day, October 11, at 7:30 p.m. It will
be held locally at a member’s home.

The club is open to women of
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities. Women who are new to the
area or who have experienced a
lifestyle change due to the birth or
adoption of a child or relocation are
especially invited to join.

Club offerings include new mem-
ber events, monthly dinners, book
clubs, play groups, couples’ activi-
ties, a winter Progressive Dinner and
a Spring Social.  Anyone interested in
learning more about the club or at-
tending the New Member Social may
contact Jennifer at
jenn_doll_07452@yahoo.com or
Carol at car506@comcast.net.

Singles Group Posts
October Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are in-
vited to join the singles group that
meets each Sunday at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street. Meetings will take place
October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 at 9 a.m.

This non-denominational discus-
sion group focuses on issues affect-
ing singles, fostering friendships and
sharing experiences. All are welcome.
Coffee, cake and bagels are served
and a $2 donation is requested. Group
members also participate in winter
movie nights, picnics and holiday
get-togethers.  For more information,
please call Lil at (908) 889-4751 or
Ed at (908) 232-4159.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


