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ALL’S FINE IN THAILAND…Joseph Urso, a 1988 graduate of Westfield High
School, lives and works in Thailand for General Motors. Thai military mobilize
to ward off a counter-coupe. “It was definitely exhilarating as the only informa-
tion available was via telephone. Television, radio and Internet were shut off. Most
Thai are relieved and agree, everything is fine and things returned to normal in
one day,” said Mr. Urso. The nighttime photo shows tanks covered in garlands
and flowers, placed by the people.

HONORS…The USS Hancock CV-19 aircraft carrier WWII reunion was held in
Charleston, S.C. during the week of Aug. 27, 2006. Bud Haroski of Westfield
served on the Hancock and is pictured with shipmate John Finn, the oldest living
medal-of-honor winner. The sailors served in 1945 in Admiral Halsey’s 3rd Fleet.

IN CHARGE…On August 25, Capt.
Mark Ginda, nephew of Bud and
Loretta Ginda Haroski of Westfield,
was made 48th Commanding Officer
of the Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don, CT. Capt. Ginda is a 1982 electri-
cal engineering graduate of the U.S.
Naval Academy and had been Captain
of the USS Pasadena 752 nuclear at-
tack submarine based out of Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.

By Glenn Mortimer GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Cty. Tax Increases Faster Than Local
During this campaign I have had the

pleasure of meeting a large number of
Union County residents. Oftentimes the
conversation would turn to the subject of
taxes. Many residents are aware that the
all-Democrat Union County Board of
Freeholders has raised taxes by 51 per-
cent during this decade.

A question was then posed to me: How
does this compare to the increase in my
municipal tax rate? I explained that
Mountainside, where I am a councilman,
has experienced a 27.7-percent increase
over the same period of time. I also said I
would research the numbers for other
towns and provide that information.

I was able to get data for the years
2001-2005. I used the total municipal and
county tax burdens, including any local
open space or special improvement dis-
trict levies. During this four-year period,
county taxes increased 38.4 percent, while
municipal taxes increased 31.7 percent.
This means that county taxes are growing
faster, in aggregate, than municipal taxes.

It can be argued that averages can be
misleading, so I broke the data down by
town. I compared the actual dollars sent
to support county government by town
and the actual dollars to support that town’s
local government. In 19 of the 21 Union
County municipalities, the percentage
increase in county taxes was greater than
the percentage increase in local taxes.
Only Plainfield and Winfield experienced
larger percentage increases for local taxes.

The largest percentage increases in
county taxes were experienced by Eliza-
beth and Kenilworth. In both towns, the
increase was greater than 50 percent for
four years.

The all-Democrat Union County Board
of Freeholders has been increasing taxes
faster than 19 of 21 towns. This means
that the relative share of county taxes has
increased relative to the municipal share.

In 2005 in four towns, including
Westfield and Mountainside, the amount
of property taxes raised locally sent to
Union County exceeded the entire amount
of municipal taxes. Westfield sent almost
$5,000,000 more to support Union County
than the amount used to operate local
government. Westfield actually sends
more money to Union County than all of

the municipal taxes levied in Westfield
and Mountainside combined.

I have worked with local officials of
both parties through my involvement with
the Union County League of Municipali-
ties. Local officials have to make hard
choices and come up with innovative
ways to keep taxes and spending in check.
It is time for Union County government to
show restraint in tax increases.

My running mates Pat Quattrocchi,
Diane Barabas and I pledge to bring fiscal
restraint to the Union County Board of
Freeholders.

Glenn Mortimer is a Republican can-
didate for Union County Freeholder. To
learn more, please visit the Union County
GOP website www.unioncountygop.org
or call our county headquarters at (908)
789-0200.

By Pat Quattrocchi GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Improvement Authority is too Powerful
On September 15, Governor Jon

Corzine rejected a bill that would have
given county improvement authorities
new powers to issue tax-free bonds that
would have helped finance private eco-
nomic development projects. Here in
Union County, his action surely has saved
our children and grandchildren from be-
ing saddled with debt even more than they
are already looking forward to.

Recently, Kenilworth officials handed
over a major project to include land ac-
quisition for a new police building to the
Union County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) without public input. The action
should have the same impact on residents
as when the Authority obtained $25 mil-
lion for Linden to rebuild two firehouses
and refurbish two others, adding about
$68 to homeowner’s tax bills annually,
all within the blink of an eye.

The authorities were created by an act
of the legislature ages ago as an answer to
assist municipalities in the redevelop-
ment of surplus federal government prop-
erty, the nature of the Plainfield Armory
or large tracts as in the case of Camp
Kilmer in Edison. These parcels can be-
come blighted or public hazards when
they could and should be producing tax
ratables. The authorities have evolved
into almost clandestine operations.

Self-admittedly, the director of the
UCIA conducts the organization’s busi-
ness from her dining room table while
collecting a salary from the county to the
tune of $132,000. The authority’s official
offices are in an Elizabeth office building
sans air conditioning, and when I visited
there recently to check it out, a handwrit-
ten paper sign taped to the door indicated
that the office staff would be returning in
45 minutes. One could only speculate
when the sign was posted.

While improvement authorities have
efficiently handled some great building
projects by saving municipalities money

because they can get low interest rates,
they also have the ability to operate well
out of public view and steer lucrative
construction deals to favored contractors,
engineering firms and the like. Their abili-
ties are quite far-reaching and include
relocating residents, industry and com-
merce from what are determined to be
blighted areas designated for redevelop-
ment by municipalities. However, who is
to say what areas are blighted, and how
far should the authorities be allowed to
extend their reach?

It is unclear by what ethical standards
the authorities are governed, and review-
ing the minutes of the UCIA meetings
provides some interesting reading. Fa-
miliar names appear and reappear such as
Joseph Jingoli and Sons, PMK Group,
Harbor Associates and of real interest —
Message and Media — the marketing
firm owned by Steve DiMico. Coinciden-
tally, DiMico’s organization was awarded
a public relations contract from the au-
thority; the Freeholder board had them on
retainer for a number of years, as did the
Union County Democratic Committee,
chaired by the director of the Authority.
The firms have been known to be major
financial supporters of the committee on
a regular basis, according to records avail-
able on the website of NJ ELEC.

Clipping the wings of the improve-
ment authorities is certainly a step in the
right direction, as the legislation would
have empowered them further to take full
control of projects under the guise of
economic development. The residents
would have been at the mercy of the
authorities with little or no recourse and
no voice in what would be going on in
their communities. This could be espe-
cially true if the dominant party’s finan-
cial success depends on to whom the
contracts are awarded.

Patricia Quattrocchi is a GOP candidate
for Union County Freeholder. To learn
more, visit www.unioncountygop.org or
call (908) 789-0200.

Fanwood Rain Garden Dedicated in
Memory of FW Resident Steven Clark

FANWOOD – On Sunday, September
10, 2006, the Fanwood Rain Garden was
dedicated to the memory of Steven A.
Clark (1953 – 2005) and the Fanwood
library has placed information about the
rain garden online at:
www.fanwoodlibrary.org/raingarden.
Summer intern Amy Boyajian worked
with Madline DiNardo of the Rutgers
Cooperative Research & Extension of
Union County to create the website. The
site includes maps, photographs, descrip-
tions and a list of native plants.

Mr. Clark was a Fanwood resident for
22 years who served the community in a
myriad of ways, including service on the
Fanwood Memorial Library Board of
Trustees from 1992 to 2001 and service as
president from 1995 to 2000.

Library Director Dan Weiss said, “Dur-
ing that time, Steve’s innovative spirit,
vision and inspirational leadership helped
to shape the library into a valuable, ser-
vice-oriented community resource. He
initiated and oversaw a number of major
changes and improvements that revital-
ized the library. He displayed an excep-
tional level of commitment and service to
a library that was sorely in need of mod-
ernization  and renewal and continuously
demonstrated his unique leadership abili-
ties. He articulated the role of the library
in relation to the community and its pa-
trons, with an insistence on making cur-
rent technologies available to everyone
who uses the library. Steve championed a
vision of cooperative relationship that
now exists and grows between the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains libraries.
There is no doubt that the library would
not be in the state it is today without
Steve’s devotion, persistence and com-
mitment to making it a better and more
viable resource for the citizens of Fanwood
— a library [that] focuses its services and
goals on the needs and wants of its users.”

Mr. Weiss continued, “Under his tenure
as board president, the Fanwood Memorial
Library became a true source of community
and regional pride and a model for excel-
lence in small library service that other
libraries could well emulate. He is deeply

missed by all who knew and loved him.”
The Fanwood Rain Garden was in-

stalled in the fall of 2005 as a joint project
that included the borough and public
works department, Dave Schwartzberg
of the Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion, the Rahway River Association, the
Master Gardeners and the Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension of Union County. The
garden beautifies the library grounds,
provides a quiet place to relax and serves
as a model to local residents.

A rain garden is a landscaped, shallow
depression, ideally planted with native
species that allows rain runoff from roofs,
driveways and snow melt to be collected
and seep naturally into the ground. This
helps recharge our groundwater supply
and aids in preserving the water quality.
Rain gardens are an important way to
make communities more attractive places
to live while enhancing ecological health
and reducing the water that ends up in the
local storm drains.

For more information about rain gar-
dens and how you can build one at home,
please go to the website or inquire at the
library.

The changing color of leaves and the chill in the air remind us that leaves will begin to fall soon, and the Department
of Public Works is busy making preparations for the Town’s annual leaf collection program.  With cooperation from
all residents, and Mother Nature, the Town can continue to provide efficient and timely service.

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE
As indicated on the map on the reverse side, the Town is divided into ten leaf collection areas:  Areas 1-6 on the North
side and 7-10 on the South side.

Collection will begin simultaneously on the North and South sides on October 23 and continue through
December 8, or longer based upon the need as determined by the DPW.  During this timeframe two full passes of
the Town will be made, with additional passes as necessary.

No leaves will be permitted in the streets until Saturday, October 14.

Collection will begin in Area 1 on the North side, and Area 7 on the South side and proceed in numerical order.

HOW RESIDENTS CAN HELP
We emphasize that the success of any leaf collection program is due, in large part, to the cooperation of residents.
Following are the ways in which you can help:

Before raking leaves to the street, check the map to find out which area you are in and call the “Leaf Hotline” (908-
789-4120) to determine when the crews will be in your area.  This will minimize the amount of time leaf piles are
on the street.

Residents employing landscapers are required to inform them of the collection schedule and must fill out the
coupon on the back of this flyer so their landscapers can enter the Conservation Center.  This permit can be used
up until December 23.   As mentioned above, No leaves will be permitted in the streets until Saturday,
October 14.

Tree branches, grass or other debris are not accepted at theCounty compost facilities and piles containing
anything other than leaves will not be picked up.

Leaves should be placed in narrow rows along the street, leaving a space along the gutter for drainage.  This will help
minimize local flooding during rains.  Do not pile leaves on or near drainage inlets, which can lead to local flooding.

Note: Leaves cannot be placed closer then ten (10) feet from any inlet.

Keep vehicles off the streets during collection days to avoid interference with leaf collection crews.

CAUTION! Do not park cars over leaf piles.   Hot exhaust systems can ignite the leaves and cause a car fire.  Also,
leaves cannot be picked up if a car is in the way.

RESIDENTS MUST HAVE ALL LEAVES OUT FOR FINAL PICK UP BEFORE DECEMBER 1.

OTHER LEAF DISPOSAL OPTIONS
In order to further maximize service, the Town offers residents two other leaf disposal options:

On-Demand Pickup.  Residents will be allowed to place their leaves in PAPER BAGS ONLY at the curb for on-
demand pickup.  Residents may obtain the bags (maximum of ten bags per day) at no charge, starting on
Thursday, October 12, at the Town Conservation Center, (see below for hours of operation).  Filled bags will
be picked up at curbside by the Town DPW within 24 hours of request by the resident, either in person or through
the Leaf Hotline (908-789-4120).  Please leave your message after the recording.

Conservation Center.  From October 12 to December 23, (weather permitting) the Conservation Center will be
open, Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., for any residents who
want to dispose of their leaves directly.  Landscapers serving Westfield residents may also haul leaves to the Center
during this period, provided they have the required coupon signed by the resident.  The Town Conservation Center
will be closed holidays (Columbus Day-October 9, Veterans Day-November 10, Thanksgiving-November 23
& 24).

Please note: During the months of January, February and March of 2007, the Conservation Center will be open
on Alternate Saturdays Only from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. weather permitting.

January schedule Saturday, January 6 & 20
February schedule Saturday, February 3 & 17
March schedule Saturday, March 3 & 17

CHRISTMAS TREES:  Christmas trees can now be brought to the Conservation Center.  They can not be
deposited in Tamaques Park as in past years, and they will not be picked up by the Town at the curbside.

2006 LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Ceremony Date Set for
County Sheriff K9

SUMMIT — Union County Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich will host the
dedication ceremony of a monu-
ment honoring Union County Sher-
iff K9 Git Ander at 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, September 30 at the Sheriff’s
Search and Rescue Unit located at
196 Glenside Avenue in Summit.

K9 Officer Git Ander was killed
in the line of duty on September 26,
2001, only weeks after returning
from rescue work at the World Trade
Center.

The ceremony will also recog-
nize all of the deceased K9’s that
served the Union County Sheriff’s
Office.

Daniel Berke Thanks Helpers of
Charity Baseball Game

On Sunday, September 17, I organized
a charity baseball game to benefit the
Children’s Specialized Hospital as a
mitzvah project for my upcoming Bar
Mitzvah.

This event was very successful, thanks
to the generosity of many people and
companies. Food and drinks were do-
nated by Bagel Chateau, Costco, Dunkin
Donuts, Manhattan Bagels, Shoprite and
Stop & Shop.

In addition, raffle and auction items
were donated by Signature Moments,
Boogies Tickets, Brick Oven of Westfield,
Ferraros, Rialto Theatre, Starbucks, Per-
sonal Trainer Julia Cerefice, The N.Y.
Mets, Huntley Taverne, Jacqueline Parkes
of MLB and professional photographers
Nat Butler and Jen Pottheiser. Falcon
Printing and Stitch City generously pro-
vided the banner and t-shirts at cost.

Most importantly, I would like to thank
friends and fellow Westfield residents for
their participation and support. Leo White
of the Westfield Baseball League helped
with the scheduling of the event and prepa-
ration of the field.

Coaches Joe McHugh and Harry
Kalimtzis made the game fun for all the

boys. Thanks to the parents and friends
who helped get the field ready, stayed to
watch the game and generously purchased
raffle tickets and bid on silent auction
items. We raised nearly $2,000 for the
hospital and would never have been so
successful without their generosity.

I would also like to thank the following
friends who helped the day of the event:
Jeff, Theresa and Jessica Harris, Phil,
Diane and Dan Morse, Tom and TJ Lutz
and Philip Edwards. Without them, I
would have been so busy running the
event that I wouldn’t have been able to
play in the game.

And a special thanks to my sister, Kim,
and to my mom and dad for all their help
with the event (and with this letter!). The
game was fun, the weather was great and
the White team beat the Blue team 10 to 5.

It feels good to have helped the chil-
dren at the hospital and I am considering
coordinating this event again next year. I
am looking for volunteers to help and
suggestions for needy causes, individu-
als, etc. Please contact me at
megsite@pobox.com if you are interested.

Daniel Berke
Westfield

Letters to the Editor


