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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

FANNY WOOD CAMPAIGN…The Fanwood Democratic Club greets neigh-
bors at Fanny Wood Day on September 17. Pictured, from left to right, are Tom
Plante, Vikki Cook, borough council candidates David Valian and Donna Dolce
and Fanwood resident Al Mirabella, a candidate for reelection to the Union
County Freeholder Board. For more information, see www.fanwooddems.com.

FROM 2004…Pictured, left to right, are: Montazzoli Mayor Felice Novello with
Scotch Plains Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge and Mayor Martin Marks during a
visit to Scotch Plains’ sister city, Montazzoli, Italy.

Candidates Release GOP for Scotch Plains Council

Montazzoli Daughter to be Honored
On October 8, Scotch Plains Council-

woman Carolyn Sorge will be honored by
area Italian-Americans. Prominent citi-
zens who have roots in Scotch Plains’
sister city Montazzoli have arranged the
event to honor Ms. Sorge, ‘A Daughter of
Montazzoli.’ Ms. Sorge is a lifelong resi-
dent of Scotch Plains and along with
Mayor Martin Marks led a delegation of
area citizens in 2004 to Montazzoli, the
birthplace of her grandfather. The event
was known as a “Gemellaggio” and was
a reciprocal visit following the journey of
Montazzoli Mayor Felice Novello and
his delegation to Scotch Plains the previ-
ous year.

The event will be headlined by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco, himself a
member of the Montazzoli community in
Scotch Plains. Members of the host com-
mittee for the event are Romano Del
Roio, Amerigo Checchio, Peter DiNizo,
Renzo DiCarlo, John Marquardt and
Mauro Checchio.

Ms. Sorge said, “When I traveled to
Montazzoli for the first time in 2004, it

was a moving experience for me and
reinforced why this beautiful city and its
people have been such an important part
of my life. It has been an honor to serve on
the township council for the last four
years and to continue the tradition of
those from the Montazzoli community
who have been leaders in Scotch Plains
over the years.”

The October 8 event will be held from
1 to 4 p.m. at the home of Robert and
Laura Sorge on Kipling Lane.

The following week, on Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, another gala event will take place
at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Andrew
Coronato. This reception will take place
from 4 to 7 p.m. The honorees for this
event will be Ms. Sorge and her Republi-
can running mates for township council,
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool and Rich
Duthie. Congressman Mike Ferguson is
the special invited guest at the Coronato
home.

For further information on either event,
please call Bill McClintock at (908) 322-
8401.

By DEM Candidates for Scotch Plains Council

Oct. 17 is Deadline to Register to Vote
Better than breakfast at Tiffany’s,

brunch at the Beckermans on September
17 was the place to be to catch up with the
Democratic candidates for Scotch Plains
Township Council. Lou and Ann
Beckerman hosted the Democrats at their
home, as Neal LeStrange, Kevin Glover
and Jeff Strauss continue to bring their
campaign to the neighborhoods in Scotch
Plains. Linda Stender, Democratic candi-
date for the United States Congress, joined
the township council candidates.

Mr. LeStrange, Mr. Glover and Mr.
Strauss have made voter registration a
key component of their campaign. “Mak-
ing your voice count by voting is one the
most cherished rights and important obli-
gations of a democracy,” Mr. Strauss
said. “Going to the polls on November 7
to effect change is equally important on
both the local and federal levels. That’s
why we ask the Scotch Plains voters to
support not only Neal, Kevin and I, but
Linda Stender and the entire Democratic
ticket as well.”

“The difference between Neal, Jeff and
I, and our opponents, has already been
clearly drawn,” Mr. Glover said. “We
feel that local government should take
charge to address the issues that lead to

increased expenditures and higher taxes.
Our opponents only put the blame else-
where and wait for someone else to fix the
problems. This Election Day, the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains have the opportu-
nity to take a positive step forward and
effect the change we need locally and in
Washington.”

Mr. LeStrange added, “People like to
complain about government, but by reg-
istering to vote and voting, we can actu-
ally do something about it. Whether its
national policy controlled by Washing-
ton, or spending by our local government
that adds to our property tax burden,
making sure each eligible household
member is registered and votes is the only
way to bring in new leadership to attack
the problems that have plagued us far too
long.”

The three Democratic candidates agree
that if one wants to change government,
whether on the national level or locally,
vote. Those who are not registered to
vote have until October 17 to register. A
voter registration form may be printed
from www.state.nj.us/lps/elections/
voter-reg-form.pdf. For more informa-
tion about the Democratic candidates,
visit spdems.com.

By Tom Kean, Jr. Candidate for U.S. Senate

It Is Possible To Believe In New Jersey
Political Leadership Again

Editor’s Note: Tom Kean Jr., deliv-
ered this statement last Friday at the
“Good Government Breakfast.”

I begin with a simple question. Can
New Jersey ever escape the clutch of
corruption?

Much of our state’s corruption can be
traced to May 15, 1917 — the day that
Frank “I am the law” Hague began his 30-
year reign as the mayor of Jersey City.

Hague was one of the state’s first po-
litical bosses, and at the time his influ-
ence was felt well beyond his native city.
Because the illicit political machine he
built was so formidable, Hague would
not only dominate the political scene in
Jersey City, but he would also leave his
unmistakable signature of corruption on
county, state and national politics as well.

In 1947, Hague walked away from his
$8,000-a-year post a multi-millionaire.
Historians believe that the criminal enter-
prise Mayor Hague sat atop netted him up
to one-million dollars a year in illegal
kickbacks.

And to the great disappointment of
New Jersey residents everywhere, this
sad past would serve only as prologue.
Over the next 60 years, scores of dis-
graced public officials from both politi-
cal parties, serving on every level of
government, would be escorted out of
courthouses with raincoats over their
heads — Senators, Congressmen, State
Legislative leaders, cabinet members, big
city mayors and even judges. Corruption
probes would come to define the political
life and times in New Jersey.

But even with these frequent and high-
profile scandals, few in the Garden State
were prepared for what the new century
would bring. The scandals that grace our
front pages on what seem to be a daily
basis have brought us international shame.
They have forced some of our most se-
nior, statewide officials to resign their
office and placed many other prominent
leaders behind bars.

And what is most infuriating to the tax-
paying public at large is that these scandals
have cost us billions of dollars. Whether
through no-show jobs, inflated or unnec-
essary contracts or the performance of
shoddy work by entities with minimal or
no qualifications, corruption has busted
our public budgets and contributed to an
affordability crisis in New Jersey.

But why? This is what I most often
hear from the people I meet across New
Jersey. Why is it so hard for some elected
officials to simply do what’s right and in
the best interest of the state they live in?

The answer is not complex. Good gov-
ernment does not begin on the floor of the
state legislature or in the U.S. Senate. It
starts by electing to office people who care
about more than themselves – people who
actually care about making life better for
the people they were elected to serve.

In short, too many public officials al-
low themselves to believe that as elected
officials, they are entitled to a material
life better than the one they have. It’s this
sense of entitlement that enables most
acts of public corruption. Some public
officials become convinced beyond a
shadow of a doubt that his or her commit-
ment to public service, long hours away
from family, postponement of private
sector rewards and good works on behalf
of charity entitle them to use their posi-
tion of authority to enrich themselves and
those who helped place them in office.

Let’s be very clear about this mindset.
It is weak; it is wrong; it is illegal; and it
is destroying our public institutions in
New Jersey.

So knowing what we know, where do
we go from here? How can we take pro-
active steps to ensure that the leaders of
tomorrow will not commit the horren-
dous sins of our past?

As I see it, there are three primary keys
to fighting corruption that warrant the
urgent attention of voters and elected
officials alike. The first key is lawmak-
ing. We need to have the strictest laws
possible that will deter even the most
determined political criminals from exer-

cising their craft. The fact that the state
legislature has neglected to pass a true
ban on pay-to-play or dual office holding
is reason for serious concern.

I’ve proposed a plan to make Congress
more accountable and transparent. My
proposal would require lobbyists to dis-
close their clients and incomes more fre-
quently, slow the “revolving” door be-
tween public service and lobbying, make
it a federal crime for federal officials to
“steer” business to lobbyists, regulate con-
gressional travel and make “earmarks”
more transparent.

Furthermore, my plan recognizes that
Congress cannot police itself and estab-
lishes an entirely independent entity to
hear ethics complaints.

The second key to fighting corruption
is vigorous prosecution. Without the threat
of long-term jail sentences and stiff mon-
etary fines, the taxpayer has little chance
of defeating public corruption. While the
U.S. Attorney’s Office in New Jersey has
been extremely active, corruption inves-
tigations on the state level have been
appallingly dormant. I am encouraged
that Stu Rabner, our new Attorney Gen-
eral, will not inherit the attitude and prac-
tices of his predecessors and will instead
investigate political crimes with vigor
and determination.

The third involves having a vigilant
and reform-oriented electorate. I know
that voters are frustrated and believe there
is little reason to trust the men and women
who stand for public office. I can’t really
blame them. But without your vigilance
and commitment to reform, we simply
can’t make a difference. Because even
with the strongest laws and most vigorous
law-enforcement activity, some public
officials will stop at nothing in order to
expand their political empire and enrich
their family and friends.

Ultimately, the voter is the referee in
this all-important contest. It is you who
will decide which candidates have the
character to represent New Jersey in this
tumultuous era. And as someone who has
made the decision to stand for high elected
office, it is my intent to provide you with
a clear choice this November.

Make no mistake about it; I am running
for the U.S. Senate to represent a new era
in New Jersey politics.

I want the people of New Jersey, espe-
cially our youth, to know that it is possible
to believe in political leadership again.
As a father of young children I take this
commitment very seriously and I ask that
you place your faith in me so that together
we can write a proud new history for our
beloved Garden State.

GET OUT THE VOTE…Scotch Plains Democratic candidates for township
council meet with Congressional candidate Linda Stender. Pictured, left to right,
are: Jeff Strauss, Lou Beckerman (background), Linda Stender and Kevin Glover.

Trinitas Auxiliary
Invites Public to Tea

ELIZABETH — The Auxiliary of
Trinitas Hospital will host an afternoon
Tea on Thursday, October 12 at 2 p.m. at
Liberty Hall Museum, 1003 Morris Av-
enue in Union. The museum is located
near the Kean University campus. The
event includes a tour of the museum that
served as the Kean family residence for
generations. The public is invited to take
a step back in time and to enjoy the
atmosphere and elegance of one of Union
County’s most renowned historic sites.

Liz Weishapl, event chairman, said,
“As guests enjoy refreshments, they’ll be
partaking in a tradition that dates back to
Anna, Duchess of Bedford, a lady-in-
waiting of Queen Victoria. The tea is a
great way to connect with Victorian En-
gland and enjoy our own local history.”

The menu will feature assorted tea sand-
wiches, scones and other traditional past-
ries accompanied by Black or Green tea.

Tickets are $50 per person. Reserva-
tions are available by calling (908) 994-
8988 by October 4. Checks may be made
payable and mailed to: the Auxiliary of
Trinitas Hospital, PO Box 259, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey 07207-0259.

For information about Trinitas Hospi-
tal, see www.trinitas.org or call Kathy
Salamone at (908) 994-5139.

Les Marmitons Sets
October Dinner Event
MOUNTAINSIDE – Les

Marmitons of Cranford, drawing
members from across Union County
and beyond, will hold its October
Dinner Event at Restaurant 89 in
Mountainside on October 23. Chef
Olivier Muller, Chef de Cuisine at db
Bistro Modern, will be the featured
chef and will guide the group through
the preparation of a multi-course meal
paired with wines. The restaurant is
closed on Mondays and the event is
open to members and guests only.

Les Marmitons is an international
culinary and social club of gentlemen
who share a common interest in prepa-
ration and understanding of fine food,
wine and culinary arts.

For more information on Les
Marmitons of Cranford please see
www.lesmarmitons.org or email Bob
Rial, president, at
les_marmitons_cranford@yahoo.com.

Bryant Steps Aside as
Budget Panel Chair

Senator Wayne Bryant temporarily
stepped down Monday as Appropriations
and Budget Committee chairman as a
state investigation continues into an alle-
gation that a no-show, $38,200 job with a
state pension was created for him at the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey (UMDNJ), according to a
Star-Ledger report.

He was replaced by Senator Bernard
Kenny Jr. of Hudson County, the Senate’s
majority leader, therefore bypassing the
panel’s vice chairman, Senator Sharp
James. Mr. James, the former Newark
mayor, is under federal investigation him-
self for trips he took as mayor and alleg-
edly billed to a city-issued credit card.

Mr. Bryant’s decision comes amid the
release of a state monitor’s report on the
operations of the University of Medicine
and Dentistry in Newark.

State Republican Chairman Tom Wil-
son last week called on Senate President
Richard Codey to remove Mr. Bryant as
committee chairman after the report found
Mr. Bryant had a no-show job at UMDNJ.
Governor Jon Corzine also asked Mr.
Bryant to step down.

“Removing Wayne Bryant isn’t just
the right thing to do but the smart thing to
do politically,” Mr. Wilson said.

Mr. Bryant called the monitor’s report
“inaccurate,” according to a CBS Radio
880 report on Monday.

County Dems Should
Return Lynch’s Money

Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin last week called on Union
Democrats to return the contribution it
received from party boss John Lynch’s
Political Action Committee (PAC). Mr.
Lynch, former Senate president, pleaded
guilty earlier this month to corruption
charges.

“Union County Democrats should re-
turn the $10,000 they have taken from
corrupt Democrat party boss John Lynch,
who pled guilty to defrauding the public
and tax evasion charges. What’s worth
more to the Union Democrats? Their in-
tegrity or $10,000 from a convicted party
boss? Union Democrats should immedi-
ately return the money,” Mr. Morin said.

Kean, Jr. No Show at
Event With Karl Rove

Republican U.S. Senate candidate
Tom Kean, Jr. was a no show at a
fundraiser featuring White House politi-
cal advisor Karl Rove on September 19,
according to a Star Ledger report. Mr.
Kean told the paper he had to attend
Senate committee meetings in Trenton
that day. Earlier this year Mr. Kean ar-
rived late at a fundraiser with Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney in Newark after Mr.
Cheney had left; Mr. Kean said he was
struck in Trenton on Route 1 on his way
back from Trenton.

Meanwhile, his U.S. Senate opponent,
Democrat Robert Menendez, gave an anti-
Iraq war speech at Rutgers University the
same day on which he called Mr. Kean a
“foot soldier” for the Bush administra-
tion, according to The Star-Ledger.

A handful of hecklers disrupted Mr.
Menendez’s speech at Rutgers, shouting,
“You’re going to jail!” and waving or-
ange-and-black “For Rent” signs with
$300,000 written in the blank space dur-
ing the event, the article stated.

Mr. Menendez is under federal investi-
gation for allegedly collecting $300,000
in rent from a non-profit agency he helped
to win millions in federal funding, The
Ledger reported.

Stender Notes Job
Unpaid Leave Status

Michael Pagan, campaign aide for Asw.
Linda Stender, candidate for Congress in
the 7th Congressional District, said that
an incorrect statement was written that
Ms. Stender “has a full-time position with
Union County’s Runnell’s hospital and is
an assemblywoman.” That statement was
published on September 21 in a Glenn
Mortimer column, GOP candidate for
Union County Freeholder, in The Leader/
Times. Mr. Pagan pointed out that Ms.
Stender has been on an unpaid leave of
absence from Runnell’s Hospital since
January 1, 2006.

Campaign Accused of
Bogus Blog Postings

The operator of a Democratic blog,
bluejersey.com, has accused the Tom
Kean, Jr. for Senate Campaign of putting
bogus postings on the website that are
critical of Sen. Robert Mendendez. Cam-
paign Manager Jill Hazelbacker dismissed
the report and said Friday, during a taping
for the CBS Evening News segment at the
Westfield Fire Department with Mr. Kean,
that it “must have been a slow news day.”
Juan Melli, the blog’s operator, said he
traced the postings to the 70.90.20.85 IP
address of the Kean campaign.

Stender Challenges
Ferguson to Debates

Linda Stender, Democratic candidate
for New Jersey’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, has challenged Rep. Mike Ferguson
to four debates before Election Day.

Ms. Stender proposed that one debate
take place in each of the four counties that
comprise the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict.

“To allow the residents of the 7th Dis-
trict to have a true airing of the issues, I
propose that we debate these issues four
times – once in each of the counties that
encompass the 7th District,” Ms. Stender
said in a letter to Mr. Ferguson.

She listed the Iraq war, the War on
Terrorism and emergency preparedness,
as well as federal budgetary issues, social
issues, education and foreign policy is-
sues as subjects that “need to be fully
debated.”

U.S. Pres. Candidate
Blasts Chavez Rhetoric

Republican Presidential hopeful John
Cox, 51, of Chicago, released a statement
on last week’s United States General
Assembly meeting in New York:

“In the last two days, the world has
witnessed speeches at the U.N. General
Assembly by Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez. Both used harsh rhetoric to
condemn the United Nations and the
United States.”

“Calling America ‘the devil’ and ‘op-
pressors’ is the mark of two insecure
leaders, and only causes anger and divi-
sion in the world, not peace and security,”
Mr. Cox said.

Judge Orders Redo of
Eliz. Dem Primary

Elizabeth voters went back to the elec-
tion polls Tuesday after a judge threw out
election results after it was determined 40
registered Republican voters illegally cast
ballots in the June Democratic primary.
Incumbent Bob Jaspan had won the seat
over Joe Keenan, and newcomer George
O’Grady won over Nelson Gonzalez.

New Providence Dems
Mayoral Candidate

Norman Samodovitz, the New Provi-
dence recreation direction, has been
picked by Democrats to run for mayor.
According to The Star-Ledger, Mr.
Samodovitz has an active lawsuit against
the borough in which he claims he was the
only one of 85 municipal employees who
did not receive a raise this year. Accord-
ing to The Ledger, he is suing for $275,000
– $200,000 in retroactive pay for a raise
he did not receive in 2002 and $75,000 for
to the increase he did not get this year.

Councilman John Thoms has been cho-
sen by Republicans to run for mayor.
GOP Mayor Allen Morgan announced
over the summer he has decided not to
seek reelection due to his work schedule
as a UPS driver.

Senators Push to Put
NJ Spinach on Shelves

U.S. Senators Robert Menendez and
Frank Lautenberg said federal officials
have not implicated New Jersey-grown
spinach in the outbreak of E. coli. They
said government officials are working to
ensure New Jersey-grown spinach can
return to store shelves as soon as possible.

Bellville High 1971
Reunion Set for Nov. 24

AREA – The Belleville High
School Class of 1971 will hold a class
reunion on Friday, November 24, at
Mayfair Farms in West Orange. For
more information or to join their
mailing list, please contact: Annette
(973) 495-9336,
annettealoha@aol.com; Charlie (973)
876-6973, co132076@ncr.com or
Mimi (973) 667-1092),
Beansy1953@optonline.net. You can
also log onto classmates.com for up-
dated info.

Factoid
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan of

Union serves as chairman of the New
Jersey Democratic State Committee,
Deputy Majority Leader of the New
Jersey General Assembly, chairman
of Assembly Human Services Com-
mittee and vice chairman of Assem-
bly Appropriations Committee.

 
Please come and find the best travel deals of the year at the 

TRAVEL SHOW – Westfield Armory 
 

Almond Resorts and Unique Cruise 

and Travel of Garwood will be  

co-sponsoring a booth at  

the Travel Show  

Saturday, October 28 
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Sunday October 29 
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Almond Resorts is the premier all-inclusive 

resort of the Caribbean for groups, 
destination weddings, couples, families 

and singles. Almond Resorts is a 
spectacular island paradise for all those 

seeking a personalized vacation without 
rules, without worries. From kids programs 

to the most incredible Caribbean spa, 
Almond Resorts promises that your 

vacation will always be "For You,  
About You." 

 

Unique Cruise and Travel is a full 
service neighborhood Travel Agency 

providing travel arrangement for   
leisure as well as business travelers.  

With over 20 years of experience, 
Carol Kearney and her staff can  

give you the personal attention 
you deserve when selecting  

your next vacation. 

For more information, call Unique Cruise and Travel at 908-789-3303 


