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SP Man Teaches in Japan,
Helps Orphans in Vietnam
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LET’S DO LUNCH…Bulletin Editor Roseleen Flaherty, left, and Woman’s Club
of Westfield President Delores Geisow, right, discuss the auction that will be part
of the 58th Woman’s Club of Westfield Scholarship Luncheon. The luncheon will
be held at Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield on Wednesday, October 18. More
than 30 gifts donated by Marie Gray, friend and benefactor of Woman’s Club,
along with many gift certificates donated by local businesses, will be offered for
raffle. For more information, contact the Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O Box
2428, Westfield, NJ 07091.

WELCOME WAGON…New teacher to the Westfield public schools, Kelly
Molnar, welcomes her first-grade class as they assemble with their parents outside
of Franklin School. Ms. Molnar, who comes to Westfield with experience teaching
in the private school sector, is one of 27 first-grade teachers in the Westfield
elementary schools.

First Grades Experience
Record Enrollment in WF
WESTFIELD – The Westfield public schools opened their doors with
the highest first grade enrollment since
the 1970s, with 545 students in 27
classrooms, according to Westfield
school officials.
Four of the six elementary schools
have five first-grades, including
Franklin, Wilson, Jefferson and
Tamaques, officials said.
“At this time last year, we enrolled
363 kindergarten children into the
district,” said Superintendent of
Schools William Foley.
“That means that an additional 182
children in that age group have now
entered the Westfield public schools
as first graders. The impact this has
on our elementary schools cannot be
minimized,” Mr. Foley said.
“To make room for these first graders we have had to advise parents of
incoming kindergartners that their
children might have to be placed in
one of our six elementary schools
with available space, not necessarily
the one closest to their home,” he
added. “Even with this course of action, resulting in a high number opting for private kindergarten, we have
lost our music and art rooms in all but
one of our elementary schools because of growing enrollment.”
Supporting the recent recommendation by the Citizens Advisory Committee on Enrollment (CACE), Mr.

Foley said a centralized kindergarten
would relieve the overcrowding at
the elementary level. “By renovating
Lincoln School into a kindergarten
for the whole town as well as provide
space for pre-school disabled classes
there, we would free up space in our
six elementary schools,” he said.
“We will present this proposal to
the public in a referendum on January
23,” he added, “to accommodate our
growing community of young learners.”

HOLY KICK OFF…Holy Trinity
Interparochial School kicked off the
first full week of school with a mass
celebrated by Monsignor Joseph
Masiello. Pictured with Monsignor
Masiello are sixth-grade students, Andrew Newman and Peter Iannelli.

SCOTCH PLAINS — If considering working in a foreign country, one
might want to talk to Josh Bernstein,
who recently returned to his Scotch
Plains home after spending nearly a
year teaching English to Japanese
children in the remote village of
Asagiri.
Sipping on green tea in Westfield
Starbucks, Mr. Bernstein, who is a
2001 graduate of Gaucher College,
recently spoke with The Westfield
Leader and The Times about his “lifechanging experience.”
Learning about the Japan Exchange
and Teaching (JET) Program through
his older brother, Mr. Bernstein took
advantage of what he considered a
“once-in-a-lifetime opportunity” to
work for JET, an organization that
invites university graduates from overseas to participate in international
exchange and foreign-language education throughout Japan.
The salary certainly sounded impressive–more than $3 million a year, though
of course that was in Yen and worth
about $32,000 in U.S. dollars. However, considering housing costs are subsidized and roundtrip tickets are gratis,
that would be plenty to live on and
travel modestly on school breaks.
Mr. Bernstein told the newspaper,
“I was looking for an adventure.”
Admitting that language was often a
barrier, he noted, “I had to gauge
things on body language and facial
reactions and getting answers in very
subtle ways. Because of that, I think
I’ve become much more in tune with
communication that’s not expressed
verbally.”
Keeping in touch through his online
blog, www.jewinjapan.com, allowed
Mr. Bernstein to share his experiences
with friends and family back home.
He traveled on school breaks to Korea
and Tokyo and later to Cambodia.
Along with the obvious notations
of big differences in culture and food
(ask him about the fried dog or boiled
intestines, or a milk shake with the
blood of a live snake from the night
markets of Taipei); by the time he
returned, voluminous pages of detailed journal entries from his many
excursions were chronicled, and hundreds of photos posted on his website.
At an English teacher’s conference,
Mr. Bernstein became aware of an
organization called Pepyride, a group
that supports educational projects in
developing countries and disaster-relief areas.
The prospect of combining adventure travel and social action sounded
exactly what Mr. Bernstein was looking for during the spring break. Soon he
found himself trekking across Cambodia in 100 degree temperatures to volunteer at the Sangkheum Center, an
orphanage for Cambodia’s orphaned,
abandoned or abused children.
It was there he met the Cambodian
Children’s Fund (CCF) founder, Scott
Neeson, formerly a film executive
from Los Angeles. Mr. Neeson is now
the executive director for CCF, which
he established in 2003 and lives yearround in Phnom Penh.

He founded the CCF to aid the
most impoverished of Cambodia’s
children. Cambodia’s history has been
tragic, with the loss of an estimated
2.5 million lives (nearly one-third of
the population) during Pol Pot’s brutal reign in the 1970’s, foreign incursions and civil war. Millions of land
mines remain active today and are
spread throughout the country.
Mr. Bernstein’s photos on the Cambodia portion of his blog describe the
awful reality. After a trip through the
garbage dumps where Mr. Neeson
recruited students for his school, Mr.
Bernstein wrote about a girl of six or
seven:
“Her father will not send her to
school because he wants her garbagepicking income. When they get a bit
older, girls her age are often sold to
pimps for around $30. Rape and abuse
are also very common. Life is bleakest for poor females in this country.”
However, one entry on his blog,
entered prior to the trip, made a difference. Announcing the upcoming
service project where he would work
on the construction of a new residence at the Sangkheum Center, Mr.
Bernstein made an appeal to friends
and family and set a personal goal to
raise money for the project. They
came through and the $1,000 goal
was met.
After the trip to Cambodia, it was
back to work in Asagiri for Mr.
Bernstein, where he found the most
relaxing place to be was at his local
onsen (hot spring bath), a stark contrast to the orphanage. He remarked,
“I visited approximately 30 onsens
throughout Japan. One was between
two mountains in the town of Aso,
where the water was nearly scalding,
bubbling up from a volcano.”
Mr. Bernstein admitted he practically became a fixture at one onsen in
particular in Asagiri. To his surprise,
the group of regulars threw him a
going-away party on his final visit. “I
walked out of the changing room and
they were all lined up. They all clapped
and shook my hand. It was very touching. I’ll miss that.”
There are other things that Mr.
Bernstein will miss besides the hot
spring baths– the students of course,
the peaceful surroundings and his host
family, who told him he must come
back one day, but not until he has a
wife and child in tow. “It could be
awhile,” added Mr. Bernstein.
For now, the stacks of handmade
goodbye cards from his students and
the pictures on his website tell a thousand words, at least.
To learn more about opportunities for
work in Japan through the JET program,
log on to www.jetprogramme.org.

Matthew Renart Makes
Grade 11 Honor Roll
WESTFIELD – A student’s name
was inadvertently omitted from last
week’s fourth marking period honor
roll for Westfield High School.
The list should have reflected that
Matthew Renart made the 11th
Grade Regular Honor Roll.

CHILD SUPPORT...Scotch Plains resident Josh Bernstein recently returned
from a stint in Asia, teaching English to Japanese children. Above, during a spring
break, he volunteers at the Sangkheum Center, an orphanage for Cambodia’s
orphaned, abandoned or abused children child.

GRACEFUL…Lucy Banta of Westfield dials author Anthony Doerr to begin her
book club’s private interview with him regarding his latest novel, “About Grace.”

Westfield Book Club
Wins Interview with Author
WESTFIELD – Earlier this month,
at a Words and Wisdom Book Club in
Westfield, the members participated
in a private phone interview with
Anthony Doerr, author of “About
Grace,” a novel that was named a
Washington Post Bookworld best
book of the year.
Lucy Banta, recording secretary
for the book club, which was formed
in 1998, won a contest that enabled
all 11 members to receive complimentary copies of the novel and speak
to the author himself.
The telephone interview took place
at Mrs. Banta’s Westfield home where
she and her 10 book club friends, who
have known each other for 15 to 20
years, learned about the source of
inspiration for the novel, which centers on an Alaskan meteorologist’s
gift of premonition.
They discovered that Mr. Doerr,
who also writes a science column in
the Boston Globe and was once a
professor at Princeton University,
drew upon much of his science back-

ground for the novel. Recalling a book
about snowflakes he read as a child,
which is actually mentioned in “About
Grace,” he admitted to the book club
members that, like the main character, he also has a deep appreciation of
nature.
Following the theme of snowflakes,
Barbara Kemps, a craft enthusiast,
presented each of her fellow book
club members with a handmade
chocolate snowflake.
In addition to Mrs. Banta and Ms.
Kemps, the other members of the
book club are: Joan Burns, Margie
Coltrera, Kathy Fitzpatrick,
Marianne Flood, Chris Molloy, Beth
Gillin, Debbie Kendrick, Lee Kivetz
and Lorre Korecky. The club meets
approximately 10 times a year and
has read more than 75 books thus
far.
As the interview came to a close,
Mr. Doerr told the women, “I am
thankful that you support reading and
I think the resurgence of book clubs
in America is wonderful.”

The area’s most comprehensive fitness and wellness center is under construction in Scotch Plains!

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

Central Square Mall
649 Central Avenue, Westfield • 631-355-3506

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 10/6/06. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older. Some restrictions apply.

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about
the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness
Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how
the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional instruction will help
you achieve all your fitness and health goals.
FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

