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Viking Soccer Boys Face
Challenge with New Look

DALY, KOEHLER NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Loaded
With V’ball Experience

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces with playing experi-
ence will take to the field for this
year’s Union Catholic High School
boys’ soccer team and the task of
matching last year’s banner year may

 be a lofty challenge.
Last year, under former Head

Coach Joe DeOliveira, the Vikings
made it to the semifinals of the Union
County and the North Jersey, Non-
Public A tournaments, and finished
with a 20-2 record.

This season, John Cerimele, a four-
year assistant coach under DeOliveira,
will take the reins. Having graduated
eight starting players, including su-
perstar Mike Seamon, who netted 34
goals last year, Cerimele is aware of
the task at hand, but is optimistic.

“I have enough of last year’s team
that understand and play the game
very well,” said Cerimele. “I have
tried four or five different formations
figuring out a way to replace the 34
goals. At this level of competition, it
requires experience, it requires the
physical ability, tactical knowledge
and most of all it requires being able
to play as a team.”

The Vikings biggest strength will
come from senior tri-captains Bobby
McGuire (defender), Danny Rodriques
(outside halfback) and midfielder Nick
Ferreira, who is capable of playing
anywhere on the field.

“They stepped up, provided me
with a lot of leadership and they are
the ones who are the backbone of this
year’s team,” said Cerimele. “Ferreira
is the guy who I will rely on to fill in
the gap when I see that the other team
has a weakness that we can exploit.”

Senior goalkeeper Kevil Riehl has

shown flashes of excellence during
scrimmages. “I was happy to see that
he was positioning himself off the
defense, which is being in the right
place at the right time,” said Cerimele.

Former St. Benedict players, jun-
ior Walter Avans and sophomore
Gabriel Avans figure to be nice finds.

“Gabriel really knows the game,
sees the field well, fills the lanes well
pushing the ball up field,” said
Cerimele. “Walter is probably the
closest thing we have to a scorer. He’s
better at coming in from behind the
play and likes to create his own op-
portunities.”

Also from St. Benedict is junior
midfielder Steve Rivera. “He inter-
acts very well with the Avans broth-
ers and when they connect along with
Rodriques with very quick one-touch
passing, they are almost impossible
to stop.”

Junior fullback Tony LaRocca will
lead the midfield. “He’s very quick,
has an exceptional throw-in and his
God-given athletic ability is really
unbelievable,” said Cerimele.

Senior, 6’3” defender Joe
Fortunato should be solid. “Coming
in, I thought that I would have a lot of
work ahead of me because of the
number of starters lost,” said
Cerimele. “Instead, we have a team
that basically plays together as if there
was no last year. I’m very confident
in my defense and my midfield in
maintaining the ball. It’s working out
just fine. We still have that big moun-
tain to climb in that we have to re-
place a lot of goals; however, with the
mentality and the work ethics of this
team, we will have a competitive team.
How far we get, depends on how
many balls we put into the net.”

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season, the Westfield High
School girls’ volleyball team has the
luxury of presenting of a full cast of
experienced and talented players. The
Blue Devils return five seniors, five
juniors and three sophomores and
have added one talented freshman.

“It’s an easier adaptation for us
this year. The kids are more experi-
enced, they understand how to get
right into the game and they are
making adjustments quickly. We will
have a quicker attack which will
able us to run a better offense while
keeping teams off-guard so we can
score,” said Beverly Torok, in her
12th year as Westfield Head Coach.

Last year, the Blue Devils reached
the quarterfinals of the Group 4 tour-
nament and finished with an 18-7
record. Fine performances were
given by graduating seniors Monica
Dryer, Kristina Fietkiewicz and
Kaitlyn Shulman. This season, Se-
niors Tara Daly and Anna Koehler
have been named team captains.

“They will push forth their skills
and efforts towards the squad in be-
coming a unit and staying focused as
a group,” said Torok.

Koehler, a super defensive player
who was First Team All-Group 4 last
year, will return as  libero.

“She is the one who touches the
ball the most and gets it to our set-
ters. If they get a good pass, then
we’re getting more variety in our
attack,” said Torok.

Daly will be the primary player
setting up the Devil offensive attack.
With a variety of good offensive

attackers on hand, hard-hitting se-
nior Erin Roudebush, who hits from
virtually every spot around the court,
is counted on to provide the majority
of kills.

“She really has learned to cut the
ball and hits it where she’s not look-
ing, so it is difficult for other teams
to read her. She’s is our go-to girl,”
said Torok. “Erin’s sister, Paige, a
junior, is one of our middies and she
can hit a quick attack as well. She
offers great blocking skills and has
added a flight to her repertoire.”

In the back, senior  Molly Williams
will  take on the setter position, along
with several newcomers who are still
vying for the spot. Possessing great
serving skills and experience is jun-
ior outside hitter Caroline Fallon. Fill-
ing the middle position is senior
Kristen Dilzell.

“She has really improved her
game; brings with her lots of experi-
ence and has good confidence,”
Torok said of Dilzel.

Defensive specialist Laryssa
Borkowsky will fill in at different
spots in the back. Other Blue Devils
in the mix are juniors Lauren
Brunhofer and Olympia Gagliotti,
sophomores Gabrielle Jakub,
Cyndell Matthew and Katherine
Payne and freshman Diane Venezia.

“Hopefully everyone will remain
healthy and work towards the com-
mon goal to win the state tourna-
ment, the county championship and
the conference,” concluded Torok.”

The Lady Blue Devils opened up
the season with a lopsided, 25-15,
25-9 romp over Rahway on Septem-
ber 8.

Scotch Plains Television to Air
Entire Raiders Football Season

Beginning with the first week’s
game against Malcom X. Shabazz
High School through the classic
Thanksgiving match-up with Eliza-
beth, Scotch Plains Television will
shoot and cablecast every minute of
the 2006 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football season.

“We realize that not everyone in

the community can make each game”
said Scotch Plains Television Direc-
tor of Operations William
McMeekan, Jr. “Now Raiders foot-
ball fans will be able to catch any of
the action they miss.”

With a schedule heavy with away
games and a notable number of Fri-
day match-ups this year, viewing the
Raiders Varsity team on television
will be the easiest way to not miss a
single play as the team seeks to im-
prove upon last season’s performance.

Two teams of dedicated students from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Television Production Club will

cover each home and away game, of-
fering insight into the Raiders players
and a running analysis of the season.

As an added bonus, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Sports Editor David
Corbin will kick off each broadcast
with a pre-game interview with Raid-
ers football coach Steve Ciccotelli
shot earlier in the week.

“Dave Corbin is a really an expert
in our local sports scene,” said
McMeekan. “Having him interview
Coach Ciccotelli for our broadcast
really raises the level of the analysis
and insight we can offer Raiders Foot-
ball fans.”

Each weeks game will premiere
the following Tuesday at 10 p.m. and
air again on Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
Viewers can also catch rebroadcasts
of the most recent game on Thurs-
days at 1 p.m. as well as see the
previous weeks game on Saturday at
1 p.m. and 10 p.m. For more informa-
tion visit www.spfk12.org

PROUD SCARLET KNIGHT…Rutgers fans, like Mets fans, have every right to
come out and be proud this year. Rutgers thumped Illinois last Saturday, 33-0. This
motivated ardent Rutgers fan of Fanwood, “Deano Vino” Talcott, to present this
photo of the scoreboard from last year during darker times against West Virginia.

FOOTBALL IN FOCUS…SPTV’s Greg Rapapport, Matt Pagge and Andrew
Davidson are shooting a Raiders’ preseason game against Immaculata as they
prepare to bring viewers the Raiders’ 2006 season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST SWING OF THE GAME…St. Stephen leadoff batter Keith Middleton
ripped a sizzling line drive that was snagged by St. Luke first baseman Dennis
Hercel in the St. Bart’s Championship game. St. Luke defeated St. Stephen, 14-
9, to win the championship.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING DEFENSIVE AND OFFENSIVE STRENGTH…The Union Catho-
lic Viking soccer team will look to tri-captains Nick Ferreira, left, Danny
Rodriques (not shown) and Bobby McGuire, right.

SCOTCH PLAINS $489,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $748,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $499,000 WESTFIELD $949,900

WESTFIELD $849,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $798,000

Mint Colonial charmer!  Move right into this 3 Bedroom home,
one block to commuter bus.  Hardwood floors throughout, For-
mal Dining Room with French doors to deck, patio and fenced
yard.  Large Living Room, sunny Florida Room, 2 newer baths,
new CAC, great locale.

Mountainside Split Level!  Come see this beautifully maintained 3
Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial/Split bordering on Westfield and close
to shopping and NYC transportation.

Spacious and lovely Ranch with large rooms, beautiful stone fire-
place in Living Room, hardwoods throughout most of home, fenced
backyard is secluded with serene brick patio, Eat-In Kitchen plus
large Dining Room.  Come see this home!

Understated elegance!  Fabulous 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial situ-
ated on a cul de sac offers a Family Room with fireplace, Eat-In
Kitchen overlooking private yard with deck.  Excellent condition,
great closets, hardwoods, 1st floor laundry room and many other
upgrades.  Must see!

Fabulous Berwyck Colonial features soaring ceilings, great flow, hard-
wood floors, custom moldings and built-ins, fire-lit Family Room off
Kitchen with eating area, Living Room with vaulted ceiling, large
Master with 2 walk-in closets and luxury bath, beautiful finished
basement, tiered deck with trellis to yard.

Sunny 4 Bedroom Colonial with hardwood floors, moldings and
abundant windows, new bath, furnace 2006, Family Room with view
of deep beautiful yard, Living Room with fireplace and French doors,
Formal Dining Room, den, Eat-In Kitchen with newer dishwasher
and refrigerator, basement Recreation Room and walk-up attic.


