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St. Agnes Church Notes
Transition of Priests

AREA – This summer, the congre-
gation and staff of St. Agnes Roman
Catholic Church in Clark bid fare-
well to the Reverend John Chadwick,
a popular priest and mentor at the
parish for three years.

Reverend Chadwick has moved on
to the Pontifical College of
Josephinum Seminary in Columbus,
Ohio, which educates seminarians
from the United States, Asia, Africa
and Europe.

The parish also welcomed his suc-
cessor, the Reverend Antonio Nuno
Goncalves Rocha, 33, known as “Fa-
ther Nuno.” A native of Portugal and
Seton Hall University graduate, he
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree and
a Masters in Divinity degree. He was
ordained this year with 17 fellow
priests and was part of the largest
ordination class in the United States.

To learn more about St. Agnes
Church or the St. Agnes School,
please call (732) 388-7064 or visit
http://mywebpages.comcast.net/
stagneschurch/.

POPULAR PRIEST…Members of the St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church parish
bid farewell to the Reverend John Chadwick at his June 18 reception. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Diane DeJesus, Gina Behrend, Maureen Tereshko,
Reverend Chadwick, Terry Segreto, Joanne Cancro and Nancy Kalvin.

‘Lifelong Learning’ to Debut
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, will introduce an
initiative promoting “Lifelong Learn-
ing” beginning on Sunday, Septem-
ber 24, at the church.

It will feature several new programs
to help foster Bible literacy, greater
spiritual growth and maturity and a
stronger sense of community and
friendship among church members.

To kick off the initiative, a group of
volunteers prepared “working Bible”
kits for distribution to all adult church
members this month. The kits – which
include study Bibles, resource kits,
notepads and highlighters in a leather
tote – are designed to encourage re-
cipients to integrate Bible reading and
study into more areas of their lives.

A new schedule of learning op-
portunities will be offered at 9:15
a.m. on Sunday mornings prior to
worship, which all are invited to join
in, regardless of their level of Bible
knowledge.

The “Thoughtful Christian” will
address the Bible’s application to
cultural topics, such as “The Music
and Message of U2;” “What My Child
Is Doing on the Internet;” “What
Would Jesus Drive?” and “Is God in
the Workplace?”

The “Wired Word” will offer a
weekly e-mail addressing a current
events topic, along with applicable
scripture readings, to participants for
discussion on Sunday mornings.

“Basic Bible” will help acquaint
people who may not be familiar with

the Bible, particularly with the most
popular and common stories within it.

“Advanced Bible” will help those
with a good working knowledge of the
Bible to apply that knowledge to fos-
ter greater spiritual growth and daily
disciplines, as well as explore more in-
depth Bible themes and topics.

In addition to these new programs,
the church also will continue to offer
the “Questers,” a self-led discussion
group; “Triangle,” a lecture-style se-
ries and a “Parents Program” geared
toward those congregants who are
parenting teenagers.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield holds services at 8 and 10:30
a.m. on Sundays. For more informa-
tion about the church or the Sunday
morning classes, please call (908) 233-
0301 or visit www.westfieldpc.org.

SPREADING THE WORD…Members of the Bible Kit Assembly Team at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield prepare “working Bible” kits for distribution
to all adult members of the congregation as part of the church’s new “Lifelong
Learning” initiative. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alice Davenport, Carol
Fahrenthold, Debbie Himmel and Myrna Cummings.

First Baptist Invites
Public to Help Garden
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has invited area residents
to help beautify the church grounds
on Sunday, September 17, beginning
at 12:30 p.m. Participants may stay as
long as they wish.

The church will have the plants on
hand but will need people’s help in
getting them in the ground. Both
children and adults are welcome.
For more information, please con-
tact the First Baptist Church at (908)
233-2278 or via e-mail at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Artist Dates to Nourish
‘The Spirit of Creativity’

By REV. DR. MARK BOYEA

Every Thursday throughout the
month of August, I spent a few hours
in New York City. I really like the city
and don’t get into it as much as I’d
like during the rest of the year.

On those Thursdays, I walked
around for a while, sometimes did a
little shopping and always spent an
hour or more browsing, and then sit-
ting to read or write at a Barnes and
Noble on Fifth Avenue.

After that, I’d either take in a movie
or do some more walking, and finish
the day off by meeting my wife, Cindy
(she works in mid-town), for dinner.

I enjoyed these days tremendously,
for two important reasons. One is that
they were just plain fun, and we should
never underestimate the importance of
having fun in the midst of lives that can
be extremely busy and stressful, in a
world that can be, as we have seen these
past few months in particular, so down-
right scary and confusing at times.

The second reason I valued those
“city days” so much is that I found
them to be a tremendous source of
creativity. As I walked around, just
watching and listening to the endless
variety of sights and sounds, I found
myself making connections between
everyday life and faith issues that I
hadn’t made before.

In the voices, mannerisms and in-
teractions I encountered, I discov-
ered more and more of the interrelat-
edness between the stories of our
lives and those of the ancient people
of the Bible.

Essentially, I’m describing what
author Julie Cameron, in her book
“The Artist’s Way,” calls “artist dates.”
In her book, which centers on the
development of creativity, Cameron
talks about the importance of setting
aside a period of time each week to do
something that will spark our cre-
ative juices. It could be an activity
like taking in a movie, play or con-
cert; sitting and reading at a book
store; a long walk in the country or on

the beach, or a restaurant outing to try
a new style of cooking.

I mention all this because, as I’ve
discovered, summer is a time that
seems to be naturally conducive to
the practice of “artist dates.” Work
and family life often seem to slow
down a bit. Vacation time is more
likely to be used.

But, as Cameron says, it’s even more
important to stick to keeping “artist
dates” with ourselves when our work
and family lives are busiest. In fact,
that is when we need them the most.
The catch, of course, is that’s also
when it’s easiest to convince ourselves
that we can’t afford to keep them.

Devoting time to “artist dates” once
the fall returns us to our more accus-
tomed hectic pace feels like we’re
being frivolous or lazy. However,
brain research has consistently shown
that Cameron is right. Regular time
spent in activities that pull us out of
our “busy mind” and allow us to “play”
actually make our brains work more
effectively and help us to be more
creative in all aspects of our lives.

As fall quickly approaches, let’s
consider Cameron’s advice. I know I
won’t be able to go into New York
City every Thursday for a while again,
but I am determined to continue tak-
ing a few hours each week to take in
a movie or show, sit and write at a
bookstore or coffee shop, go to a
game or just walk around Westfield
or some other place and pay attention
to the sights and sounds.

Not only are “artist dates” good for
us mentally, but, more importantly,
they are a highly “faithful” thing to do.
After all, the One who created us calls
us to create as well. And in a time when
there has been so much destruction of
late, the world can use all the creativity
we can offer it.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Dr. Boyea is Senior Min-
ister at the First Congregational
Church of Westfield, located at 125
Elmer Street.

Blood Drives Are Scheduled
At Street Fair and Church

FANWOOD – The First Unitarian
Society of Plainfield, in conjunction
with Blood Services of New Jersey,
has announced that two blood drives
will take place this month.

A “Bloodmobile” will be stationed
at the Fanny Wood Day celebration
that will be held this Sunday, Sep-
tember 17, in downtown Fanwood.
The festival will take place from
noon to 5 p.m. along South and
Martine Avenues. This drive will be
for whole blood donations only.

On Saturday, September 23, a drive
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
at the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield Church, located at 724
Park Avenue in Plainfield. This drive
will be for both whole blood and
apheresis (platelets).

All are welcome to participate in
the drives. Appointments are required
for apheresis donors. For an appoint-
ment, interested individuals are
asked to call Robert Sommerich at
(908) 889-1891.

The First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield, which includes residents of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
also has revealed that future drives are
planned at the church on a regular
basis. They will be held on the fourth
Friday of every month beginning on
October 27, from 3 to 8:30 p.m.

These drives will be open for both
whole blood and platelet donations.
For platelet donations, please call Mr.
Sommerich for an appointment. No
appointments are required for whole
blood donation.

Historical Society Meeting
To Focus on Reeve Home

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society’s first fall evening pro-
gram will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building Community
Room at 425 East Broad Street.

This program will provide an over-
view of plans for the society’s new
headquarters at the historic Reeve
home. The society signed a 99-year
lease for the property with the Town
of Westfield in May and is now launch-
ing a fund-raising campaign to reno-
vate the house and grounds.

Deeded to the Town of Westfield in
1985 by Edgar and Ralph Reeve, the
property is located at 314 Mountain
Avenue. The circa-1875 Italianate style
home, which recently was placed on
the National Register of Historic
Places, will serve as a permanent home
for the Westfield Museum and Ar-
chives that currently are located in the
Westfield Board of Education offices
on Elm Street. It will provide greater
public access to these resources and
also be used for local history educa-
tion programs for children and adults.

Westfield Historical Society Presi-
dent Nancy Priest and other society
trustees will provide details on
planned repairs that include upgrades
to the air conditioning and heating
systems; an overhaul of the electrical
system; carpentry and plumbing work
and an elevator for accessibility.

The goal of the capital campaign is
$1.8 million. The society is receiving
help from volunteers, contractors and
other local citizens. In early August,

the Westfield Jaycees helped to clear
brush and vegetation from the prop-
erty and other groups have commit-
ted in-kind support for the project.

All are welcome to attend this pro-
gram. Light refreshments will be
served. For more information about
the program or volunteering to help
the society, please call (908) 232-8576.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

The High Holidays are just  
around the corner—wouldn’t  
you like to celebrate them  
as part of a congregation? 

 

For 93 years, Temple Sholom has been practicing Reform  
Judaism in Union County.  We are a warm, hamische  

congregation that welcomes all Reform Jews,  
including interfaith families.  

 

At Temple Sholom, we strive to make all members and guests 
feel at home.  We welcome prospective members to join us in 

worship on any Friday night for Shabbat services.  
  

Rosh Hashanah starts at sundown on September 22, and Yom 
Kippur starts at sundown on October 1.  Joining Temple Sholom 

would be a wonderful way to greet the New Year!  
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