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16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320
THE ONLY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN

Live Jazz

LUNCH: Tues. – Sat.  DINNER: Tues. – Thurs. • 5:00pm – 9:30pm
Fri. – Sat. • 5:00pm – 10:00pm Sun. • 4:30pm – 8:30pm

Tuesday thru Saturday

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Glenn Mortimer

Where is Our Tax Money Going?
Recently, The Star Ledger editorial-

ized that the only way to solve the tax
problem in our state is to control spend-
ing. They reemphasized that our property
taxes are already by far the highest in the
nation, and our sales and income taxes are
at or near the top as well.

I agree with the editorial, spending
must be controlled at all levels of govern-
ment. Last year, the state budget increased
10 percent. A 10 percent increase in spend-
ing certainly does not show any restraint
in spending. We did, however, get a $1
billion plus increase in the sales tax. Once
again, spending and taxes going hand in
hand.

In Union County, we have been hit
hard with rising property taxes. County
taxes have increased by 57 percent in the
past six years. This is due to increased
spending. Recently we all became aware
of another example of the all-Democrat
Union County Board of Freeholders’ fis-

cal imprudence.
They sent a delegation to the National

Association of Counties convention in
Chicago. I believe that this was a good
idea; valuable information is often shared
at these events. I do question if Union
county’s delegation needed to be larger
than the delegations of Essex, Bergen,
Morris, Ocean, and Hudson counties com-
bined.

It was also more than double the size of
the second largest delegation sent by
Middlesex County. This trip has already
cost taxpayers nearly $20,000 with sev-
eral outstanding expense account reports
still to be filed.

My running mates Pat Quattrocchi,
Diane Barabas, and I pledge to bring
fiscal responsibility to Union County.

To learn more about me, please visit
the UC GOP website unioncountygop.org
or call our county headquarters at (908)
789-0200.

Mushroom Group to Hold
Public Fungus Fest

MORRISTOWN — The New Jer-
sey Mycological Association invites
the public to its annual Fungus Fest
on Sunday, October 8 from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at the Frelinghuysen Arbore-
tum in Morristown.

Have you ever
wondered what those
mushrooms in your
lawn are? Are they
poisonous? Are they
safe to eat? Can they
harm your pets or
your landscape?
Have you ever won-
dered what mush-
rooms really are and
what roles they play
in the natural world?

If so, a fun, educational experience
awaits your family at the Fungus Fest.
Attendees will meet and speak with
knowledgeable club members who
are mushroom experts and hobbyists,
culinary experts, gardeners, talented
nature photographers and crafts
people who can do more with fungi
than you’d ever imagine. There will
be several activities and displays to
titillate the senses and to broaden
minds, including:

Mushroom identification, bring in

your mushroom to be identified; Guided
outdoor mushroom walks with expert
club members; Displays of mushrooms
brought in by members and visitors; An
indoor garden displaying mushrooms

in their natural set-
tings; Learn about the
“Foolproof Four” ed-
ible mushrooms (a
must for beginners!);
Wild mushroom
cooking demonstra-
tions featuring delec-
table recipes; grow-
ing mushrooms at
home; mushroom
talks and photo pre-
sentations by experts;
Live demonstrations

of papermaking and fabric dyes made
from mushrooms; Medicinal uses of
mushrooms; children’s games and
mushroom books, field guides, artwork,
and crafts for sale.

This event is free and open to the
public, with a suggested donation of
$2 for adults and $1 for children.

The Frelinghuysen Arboretum is
located at 53 East Hanover Avenue in
Morristown. For directions, call (973)
326-7601, or visit the NJMA website
at www.njmyco.org.

By GOP Scotch Plains Council Candidates

GOP Door to Door Campaign Begins
SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican

Scotch Plains Township Council candi-
dates have begun the 2006 campaign with
an ambitious plan to knock on over 2,000
doors in the various neighborhoods of the
community before Election Day on No-
vember 7.

“There is no better way to hear the
concerns and suggestions of our resi-
dents than by meeting them one-to-one
at their homes,” said Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool. “Having been through
the process once before in 2002, I can
tell you how valuable it is to visit indi-
vidual neighborhoods and see and hear
first hand what is on the minds of our
residents. Once in office, I was able to
apply what I learned on the campaign
trail to actual governing.”

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, a life-
long resident of Scotch Plains, served as
deputy mayor in 2005. She said, “The
top concern we heard on the campaign
trail in 2002 is, once again, number one
on the list this year. People are beyond
frustrated with the property tax crisis in
New Jersey. However, with all the pub-
licity given to the recent state budget
fiasco in Trenton, the corresponding hike
in the state sales tax, and the hearings
going on in the legislature regarding
property taxes, I am seeing that residents
are grasping the fact that if any substan-
tial change is going to happen, it has to
begin with action from state govern-
ment. They also appreciate that Mayor
Martin Marks has taken a leadership role
personally traveling around the state to
let the legislators know the frustration of
Scotch Plains residents and strongly
fighting for a Constitutional Convention
to address property taxes.”

Rich Duthie is the third member of the
GOP team. He takes the spot on the ticket
from Councilman Frank Rossi, who is

retiring from the township council after
seven years of service. Mr. Duthie now
serves as a member of the Board of Trust-
ees at the Fanwood Scotch Plains YMCA
and has been an officer and coach in the
SPF Youth Baseball Association for a
number of years. He has also been a
member of the Scotch Plains Zoning Board
of Adjustment for three years.

Mr. Duthie said, “In addition to hear-
ing frustrations from our residents on the
sales tax hike and the lack of action from
our state leaders on the property tax crisis,
I am also hearing real enthusiasm about
many of the accomplishments we have
realized in Scotch Plains over the last
several years. Our families are particu-
larly pleased with the number of new and
renovated ball fields established in Scotch
Plains, the way the township council is
using the Open Space Trust Fund to ac-
quire privately owned land, and the way
we have partnered with Union County
Officials to establish recreational facili-
ties, conduct a much needed deer man-
agement program, and ensure proper use
of the 20 plus acres of the Ponderosa
property on Cooper Road. Seniors are
particularly excited with the prospect of a
new senior citizen facility in town and the
way our town council has backed the
project.”

Deputy Mayor Malool concluded by
stating, “I have always gotten the sense
that our residents are proud to call Scotch
Plains home and are generally pleased
with the services provided by the munici-
pality. It would be foolish to think that
there isn’t room for improvement though.
Meeting our residents one-on-one is a
great educational tool for us as elected
officials and also serves to inform our
citizens of what programs are available
for them and what initiatives are planned
for Scotch Plains.”

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

Storewide September Sale
SPECTACULAR SAVINGS 35-50%

Shifman Bedding Save 35-50% 
and get a FREE iPod(R) Shuffle**

Entire Stock Hancock & Moore Leather 50% Off
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756-7623

Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Eve ‘till 9 • SUN 1-5
for directions visit our website at www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

French Heritage
Additional 10% Savings on Select Dining Rooms

Henkel Harris
45% Off Retail thru September 18th

DR Dimes
Annual September Sales Event - Lowest Pricing of the Year

French Heritage Henkel Harris DR Dimes

Fanwood GOP Discuss Downtown
Improvements Issues, Challenges

We are very pleased to see the recent
improvements the council has made to
the north side of the Fanwood Railroad
Station. The lights, pavers and overall
improvement certainly have made the
area much more attractive and much safer
to our many Fanwood commuters as they
arrive home at night.

However, we cannot help but wonder
why such an improvement has taken the
Democrats three years since Mayor Jung
and the Republican council late in 2002
obtained a $100,000 grant from our Con-
gressman, Mike Ferguson, to improve the
station area.

However, delays such as this are nor-
mal with our present Democratic council.
There is great publicity and statements
concerning improvements that will be
made tomorrow, but tomorrow never
seems to come.

Since January 1, 2005, we’ve heard
from Councilman Higgins about the new
buildings to be constructed in the spring
of 2005 on South Avenue and Second
Street. Nothing has happened. Due to a
fire, the buildings on South Avenue have
been demolished and the area has become
an eyesore filled with weeds and rubble.

An example of this council’s delay is

the long promised repaving of Pleasant
Avenue, which is filled with patched pot-
holes. Road surfaces such as this lead to
increased difficulty in controlling a ve-
hicle. This is dangerous on a street that
has many middle and high school student
pedestrians. Again money for this,
$400,000, was set aside in capital budgets
prior to 2004 for reconstruction including
drainage, repaving and curbs. Area resi-
dents were promised by Mayor Mahr that
Pleasant Avenue would be replaced this
summer. Now that school is in session, I
guess she is waiting for the first snowfall.

The latest Democratic project is the
renovation of storefronts on Martine Av-
enue. Many prior administrations have
felt a general facelift on the downtown
stores and improvement to the rear of
stores would be extremely beneficial.
However, they have found that the mer-
chants of Fanwood and their landlords
have very little desire to spend their money
to improve sales through esthetics.

Hopefully the mayor and council are
not thinking that such improvements
should be borne by our over-taxed resi-
dents.

Maureen Mawby
Fanwood GOP

Calling Concerts Free is ‘Cheap Trick’
By Union County Freeholder Board

“The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, led by Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, invites the public to attend this
free concert”…is how every press release
for the summer concert series reads. The
series will end this Saturday with Music
Fest. The rock band ‘Cheap Trick’ will be
the headliners.

In researching the cost to taxpayers for
the so-called free events, the Union County
Watchdog Association found that events
are free only to out-of-county residents
and VIP’s. Our property tax dollars are
picking up the bills.

The freeholders present their concerts
as a service brought to you by them.
They’re “We’re connected to you” ban-
ner is hung across the stage. Their infor-
mation van is prominently parked on the
side of the stage and it features a bill-
board-sized portrait of the freeholders
and take-home literature which has their
faces and names plastered throughout.

A freeholder who is up for re-election
will be introduced before the concert and
at intermission. This year we also saw
Assemblywoman Linda Stender at every
concert standing alongside campaigning
freeholders who introduce her as “a great
public servant.” Ms. Stender is running
for Congress this year.

The cost of the bands that performed in
the 2006 summer concerts series in Echo
Lake Park was $33,800. The county took
in contributions in support of the con-
certs, which totaled $18,800. How does
$33,800 minus $18,800 add up to free?
What button does the county have on their
calculators that the rest of us don’t have
and where can we get it? In reality this
adds up to a $15,000 tab for the taxpayers
to pick-up. This doesn’t include the sala-

ries of county employee who are on hand
to pass out literature, the county police,
setup and cleanup crews, etc. There are
also a few miscellaneous bills including
portable toilets in the check registry.

[Considering all costs] Deducting the
contributions the county has received to
date, the Rhythm and Blues concert cost
taxpayers approximately $130,800; Mu-
sic Fest $144,500; Kids Kingdom $68,490.
Total approximate cost of free events to
taxpayers 2006 to date: $358,790.

The list of contributors is interesting.
The Union County Democratic Commit-
tee contributed $2,000. Perhaps this ex-
plains why there are only Democrats cam-
paigning at these concerts. The banking
industry is barred from donating to politi-
cal campaigns, but they can write a check
to be used towards a free concert in which
campaigning politicians cast the spot-
light on themselves. Banks that have con-
tributed include Union Center National
Bank, First Bank Americano and
Wachovia. The same goes for the casino
industry, Harrah’s Atlantic City donated
$7,500 to the upcoming Music Fest.
Schoor De Palma no longer makes politi-
cal ‘pay to play’ contributions but they
donated $7,200 to this year’s concerts.

Freeholder Mirabella was reported in a
local paper as having said, “We’re out
here giving back to the community; people
can come out here enjoy the music and
have some fun.”

People do attend these concerts, they
do have fun, the county should provide
these services, after all they do have a
$314 million budget and it shouldn’t all
be spent on politicians salaries. But im-
plying that these concerts are a gift from
the freeholders when in fact the taxpayers
are footing the bills for a campaign whistle
stop is a cheap trick.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Assoc.

Your Opinons
goleader.com/poll

Tasty or Deadly?

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING THE SCORE...Mike Michalisin (2nd-left) fills in the GOP Scotch
Plains Council candidates last Sunday at the St. Bart’s Oldtimers softball
championship at Brookside Park. Pictured, from left to right, are candidates
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, Rich Duthie and Councilwoman Nancy Malool.

From the right bank,
this is a very deceptive

wine that improves
magnificently with a

little air. Decant this for
an hour. Lush mulberry
and dark red fruit that
goes along with nice

earth tones and gentle
herb elements.  Try with
burgers and less intense

beef dishes.

A great example of what
white Bordeaux should
be.  A blend of Semillon

and Sauvignon Blanc,
this lively and bright.

Nice zesty citrus on the
palate and good pear
tones in the middle.

The generous floral and
herbal tones follow the

wine to its long and
satisfying finish.  Grilled

fish would work well.

Composed of 60%
Merlot, 35% Cabernet

Franc and 5% Malbec, it
manages to be lush

without being heavy.
Lots of plum and purple

fruit tones, hints of
cherry and spice, and a
small hint of licorice.
The wine spends 18

months in French oak
that gives it added

structure and length.  The
small bit of malbec adds

depth and weight.

From Everywhere at Every Price
Chateau German

Cotes de
Castillion  $9.99

La Fleur du Roi
$9.99

Chateau Coutet
St. Emilion $23.99 A beautifully balanced wine that is long and deep

on the palate.  Good earth tones that balance the
forward dark fruit.  This should be decanted for
at least a half an hour.  The slight spicy element
suggests that ribs would be perfect.  This wine

lingers with you in the best of ways.

Les Gondats de Marquis de
Terme Margaux $33.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

SUMMER SPECIAL!
Any 2 bottles of wine

with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.  Expires 09/20/06

10%

OFF
Any 12 bottles

or more of wine
Any 6 bottles

or more of wine

20%

OFF 10%

OFF

Mix & Match

is O.K.

Sale items are

excluded.

750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $34.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $30.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $26.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $35.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $53.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $34.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $30.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $15.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $13.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

“We will not listen to the wisdom
that is more conventional than wise.”


